
Fonnio-3;T U N I T E D S T A T E S 
(Sept. .957) 

D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
1. STATE 

Texaa 
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME ' * ° | l i ] _ J ^ ^ 0 ~ 

Thaaa VI, Wmtward Kxpanglop ^ auhthaMtlnaian AttaiM 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

Pert I^rU I LOO 
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, ete. If difficult to ftnd. sketch on Supplementary Sheet) 

Jaff Pavla County, Stata UB> north adye of toim of Fort DwrlM 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto administrator i}digerent frotn owner) 

Eatata of D. ^.Sl—ona. aCX) tmlf Blrifc-., Hount.on, Im^mm 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION {Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) 

Hanad for Saeratuy of V>ar Jeffaraon Caviaf Fort DBTIS vaa aatabllahad in I85U 
by Lt. Col. Waahlngton S«wall» in tha Darla Meontaina northvaat of ^ a Big Band. Ita 
function vaa to halp chaek prvdatory bamla of Apaehaa and Conand\aaf liio could ba 
intercepted fron thia point at the varloua croeainga of tha Rio Orande. The aita vaa 
noted for ita healthy cliaate, defenaibility» and coaaiunication vith HI Paao and San 
Antonio by a fine* natural road. Located on the aoutham route to Califomia> tha 
fort prorided a vay-atation for Callfomia-bocnd iaadgranta. Vrom l651i to 1861, Col. 
Sevell*a coaanand, operating frcK fort D«Ti8, fought the hostile Coatanchea and Apachea 
infaating the region. In 1&56 a train of canalaf vith vhich the War Sapartawat vaa 
experijaenting in the Scuthveat, stopped at Fort Davia, The garrison vithdrev in 1861, 
and Confederstea under Col. John R. Baylor occupied the poet, but raaaiiwd only a 
fav nontha. The fert vas deaerted until U.S, tro^s returned in 1867, to find tl»t 
tha old aatabliahaent, priaarily of log conatmetion, had been a l l but wrecked by 
Indiana. Thi^ built a nev poet, uaing aubatantial rock and adobe asteriala. Until 
1680 i t vaa a baae of operationB aginat KioMia and Conanchea, and played a proninent 
pairt in the vara againat Victorio and the Want fringe Apachea. It continued to aerre 
aa an lEportant atop on the roada to Mexico and Califomia, and aa the nothar ooet of 
•ny acatterad aubposta. Tha Indian barrier rasnved, cattlsawi aovad into the area in 
tha 1660*8 and estsLliahad ranches. The poat had outlived ita uaefulneaa, and vaa aban­
doned in 1891, 

The rsnaina of Fort Davis are probably mere «ttanaive and inpraaaive than any other 
frontier post in the Weat, including Porta Laramie and Union. The vails of nine seta 
of adobe offieera quartara are a t i l l standing, aeveral vith roofs intact. Sevan other 
aeta of cfficera quartara, of alab liaeatone oonatructicm, are in excellent condition, 
coaqilete vith roofa. Three of theae, hovcver, have bean rehabilitated md are nov 
uaed as guest cottages. the opi>OBite aide of the parade ground atand the rcofleas 
MLUS of tvo long sdobe barracka. Tha adobe eoanisaaxy and barrack-like #iOp, together 

(Cont.lnmri on flupplenental ;^aet) 
8 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gice best sources: gire location of manuscripts and rare works) 

C, C. Ristar, The Southvaetarn FronUer, I8c5-l68l (Cleveland, 1926). Bariy Scobee, 
p « Story of fofZ Davis ^Fort Davia, 193 ;̂). J . H. «r J . R. Toulouae, -ionwer Poata of 
Texaa (S^n Antonio, 193̂ )̂. War Dept., A Report on thf ij;»>-iene of the I'.S. Arny, vith 
Deacriptions of Military Poets, Circular No, 8 (^shington, 18757. 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports andstudies, as, NPS study, H.ABS, etc.) 

Nona 

10. PHOTOGRAPHS' 1 U. CONDITION 

ATTACHED: Y E s f i NO • f ^ C C e l l C n t 

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 

ihiest tanch 
13. DATE OF VISIT 

Oct. 20. l.J«?8 
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signaturi) ' ^ , , , _ 15. TITLE 

Historian 
16. DATE 

Dec. 16. 1958 
•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X m i SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVEJrSMENT PRINTING OmCE 16—74016-1 



Form 10-:,na. 

<e«̂pt 19") UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEKiOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertment data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . . 

STATE 

Texas 
NAME(S) OF SITE 

Fort Davia 

?• laportsnce snd Ceacriptica (ccnt'd) 

vith th« ruins of nmamam utility buildings and other aiacellaneoua structures, 
caeplete< the physical layoat. It ia pictureequaly located in the heart of the OaTis 
Mmntains near the Devia INiimtaiaa State Park. 

A private ocomm operates a gueat ranch m mm aite under lease frcai the D. A, 
SiiaMtta aetata. On the date of visit the leaae, according to a local iatcraaat, had 
t«o yaara to run, Tha Fort Oavia Hlatorical Society, vhi(^ hp.o long been active in 
attea^tii^ te preaerve the fort and aecure ita adaisaicn to the national Park Systm, 
operates a aMll amaam and tradin>̂  poat in a building that haa been conatructed for 
the purpoae on the northeaat edge of tha parade graand. The property ia for aala, 
but becauae of ita hiaterical value, the price hss horn set, sccording to Mr. bsny 
Scobee, at fllG,000 for acnething over iiOO acrea. Mr. Scobee, Justice of the Peace 
in Fort Oavia aod author of the book cited belov, ia a moving apirit in the effort 
to have the fort aede a Natioaal Monuvent. According to Kr. Scobee, the spring vinda 
each year do considerable danaga, and atabilisation ia urgently needed. 

U . S. 50VERMI»EHT r R I K T I ' I G Of FICE 16 ( 4 0 2 0 - 1 











Miaa ilelissa CsaUs, 
Uireotor of Hsaesreh and Caohsta, 

faxes Centeaaial CaiaaratioBS, 
Dallaa, laxaa 

Daar Miaa Caatlai 

Toar lattar of April 1? addreaaed to the 
Secretary of tha Intarior. raiiuaating Inforaatlon 
oa Qld ?^tJ)avia in Jeff Davis C-unty. Texas, 
has baaiTrafarrad te tBV Yatidoal fark Sarvioa for 
reply. 

I ra^rat to inform yoa that tnis Sarvioa 
has ae inforaatlon regarding tha itrasant evaarship 
of tba area to whion yoa rafar, nor do «e hava aay 
laforaation on tha story of tha averted Indian 
attttok aootionad in year latter. 

For inforaatlon regarding the transfer 
of t i t la froa tha Padaral Oovaraaaat to tha Stata 
In 1910* i t ia aaggested that yoa addra»s an 
inquiry to the Var Departaaat. 

Siaoaraly years. 

iSGD) VSUfK X. CUAXaLAJU 

Verne Chatalaia 
datiag Assistant Direetor 

CCiChatalain 
Laa 



FORT DAVIS, TEXAS. 

Fort Davis, situated near the head of Limpia Creek , 

446 miles N. W. of San Antonio, and 225 miles S. E. of El Paso, 

was created by an order of the Headquarters of Texas, dated October 

23, 1864. I t iras named for Jefferson Davis. 

I t vas b u i l t by Companies A, C, D, P, (J, and H of the 8th 

U. S. Infantry, and oooupied by the 8th Infantry u n t i l April 18, 
temporarily 

I86I« when i t was/abandoned. 

On June 29, 1367, i t was again occupied and f i n a l l y 

abandoned July 31, 1891. 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REGION THREE 

SANTA FE. NEW M E X I C O 

Memorandum for the Director: 

April 16, 19A1. ^ C J S > 

Trsinsmitted herewith, for the attention of the Branch of Historic 
Sites, are rotogravure sections of the December 5, 1937, edition of the 
Fort Worth Star Telegram and the July 2, 1939, edition of the Houston 
Chronicle, together with several photographs taken by Regional Super­
visor of Historic Sites Neasham on April 8, covering the historic site 
of Fort Davis, Texas. 

This Office earnestly recommends that Fort Davis be submitted for 
classification by the Advisory Board as a national historic site at 
the earliest opportunity. I t is the opinion of the undersigned and 
Dr. Neasham that no historic f o r t of the Southwest exceeds this area 
in interest and importance. Not only are i t s buildings i n the best 
state of preservation of any to be seen i n the Southwest, but, also, 
i t s location i s such that i t should receive heavy v i s i t a t i o n by those 
v i s i t i n g the proposed Big Bend National Park and various State parks 
i n the v i c i n i t y of Alpine, Texas. 

Regional Director. 

End. 2371940. 



ADDRESS; 

THE DIRECTOR. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT O F T H E INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C E 

WASHINGTON 

25, 0. c . 

In rmly refer to 
L5B *.ii30 

Tot •agicnal Diraotor, Begion Three 

Wmmt Aaaiatant Director 

Subjeott Fort Davia, J M W , propoaed national hiatoric a i U 

Ihia rafera to yoar •aaorandii of Aaguat k concerning 

Fort Davis, Taxaa. the Adviaory Baard in 19U. failed to taim 

action on thia tirapaaal and va tball again aiiteit i t for their 

consideration at the ceeting tentatively aoheduled for 

I f there are additional daU ttiat vould ba helpful to the 

va ahall apjxroalata roaaiving th«B« 

ia ham a oapgf of Mr* Baaafaaô a raport, prepared 

Auguat 19U1 and Vr, D. A. 

ch^n e in owersfiip. 

• l e t u r of May 30 iodioatoa 

Aaaiatant Diraotor 

In duplicate 

Copy tot Mr. R. F . 
Mr. Wirth 

HEKahler-fmd 
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T WEST TEXAS HISTORICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY, Inc. 

Alpine, Texas 

January 12, 1952 

Mr. Eric Reed 
National Park Service 
Albuquerque, Nev Mexico 

Dear Mr. Reedt 

I am torn between addressing you at Sante Fe and Albuquerque 
so here goes, Albuquerque. 

I may be possible for me come out there within the next 
few eeks as I am architect for four buildings for the Texas Game 
Management Area neau* here. This brings me to the point of my le t t e r . 

Is there any o f f i c i a l i n yoxir group interested i n Old Fort Davis 
as a possible national monument? Ibc. Simmons is dead and his estate 
has announced the Fort for sale. They much prefer to see i t i n the 
hands of State or National Park Service. I have only a sentimental 
interest i n preserving and restoring the buildings to their original 
authentic design, i n fact, have done some measuring and drafting 
already on the Hospital and other buildings. 

A number of friends have indicated their willingness to 
organize a non-profit group, incorporate, and attempt to raise the 
necessary money to buy the place provided there is some agency ready 
to accept i t and provide perpetual care and restoration. 

I f you can give me some siiggestions as how to proceed I w i l l 
appreciate the assitance. 

Last September I retired from teachinp and have an office down 
town in Alpine (next to Viestern Union i f you drive i n here). 

Sorry my home juvenily typewriter is cutting up so much. 

With best regards. 

Very sincerely, 

/s/ Victor J. Smith 
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P 
T Region Three 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Januaiy 18, 1952 

Mr. Victor J. Smith 
West Texas Historical and Scientific Society, Inc, 
Alpine, Texas 

Dear Mr. Smitht 

This is in reply to your letter of January 12 addi>essed 
to Regional Archeologist Erik K. Reed, who is now on a temporary 
assignment in Guam. 

The National Park Service has long been interested in 
Fort Davis as a National Historic Site and as long ago as August 
19lil a report was made on the area following a detailed investiga­
tion on the ground. This report, which included a cootplete des­
cription of the site and a resxune of its full historical significance 
states that Fort Davis is the best preserved historic United States 
military fort in the Southwest. 

Although our Service is i^ite sympathetic to Fort Davis 
as a unit of the National Park System, we have never been able to 
accomplish this objective because of the fact that the land is in 
private ownership and we are, of course, without funda with which 
to acquire i t . At the time of the inveatigation and report made 
in 19iil, the property was owned the James Estate of San Antonio. 
Later we were advised that i t was acquiz*ed by Mr. D. A. Simmons of 
Houston and a letter from him dated May 30, 19U9, addressed to 
Mr. Gordon K. Shearer, Executive Secretary of the Texas State Parks 
Board, gave the appraised valuation of the kSh acres included In 
the property and the improvements thereon at $171,69l4»32. I note 
your statement that Mr. Simmons is dead and that his estate has 
announced the fort property for aale. Although our Service would 
a t i l l be unable to puz>chaae i t at any price, I would be interested 
in knowing at what figure i t is being held by the estate, i f this 
infomation i s readily obtainable. 

I appreciate your interest in the matter and thank you 
for writing us as you did. 

Sincerely yours. 

Copy tot Director /signed) 
Supt., Big Bend M. R. Tillotson 
Mr. Gordon K. Shearer Regional Director 
withopy of Mr. Smith's letter of Jan. 12 
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P UNITED STATES I n reply refer tot 
T DEPARTMENT OF IHE INTERIOR L58 HASO 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Region Three 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

January 18, 1952 

.Memorandum 

To Director 

Promt Regional Director 

Subjectt Fort Davis, Texas, Proposed National Historic Site 

I believe that the f i r s t recommendation that Port Davis 
be submitted for classification by the Advisory Board as a 
national historic site was made i n my memorandum of April 16, 
1941, to you. I wrote you again on this subject August 4, 1949, 
and Mr. Tolson's reply of August 16, 1949, stated that the pro­
posal would again bo submitted to the Advisory Board for their 
consideration at the next meeting scheduled for November 1949. 
Please l e t me know i f any action has been taken by the Board. 

I am s t i l l very much interested i n the establishment 
of Port Davis as a national histoi*ic site i f arrangements can 
be made for aoquisition of the property. I n this connection, 
there is attached copy of a let t e r reoeived under date of 
.ftinuary 11 from Mr. Victor J. Smith of Alpine, together with 
a oopy of my reply. 

/s/ M. R. Tillotson 
M. R. Tillotson 
Regional Director 

Attachments 2 

Copy tot Supt., Big Bend 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

I n reply refer t o : 
L58 WASO-H 

2/27/52 

Memo randum 

To: Regional Director, Region Three 

From: Director 

Subject: Foirt Davis, Texas 

We appreciate your memorandum of »fe.nuary 18 enclosing 
copies of your correspondence r e l a t i n g to the proposal that Fort 
Davis be designated as a National Historic S i t e . 

The Advisory Board was scheduled to consider t h i s propoasl 
i n 1949 but our records indicate that no action was taken. I n fact 
Dr. Leland, Chairman of the Board, requested s p e c i f i c a l l y that three 
topics be given primary consibration, namely. National ''arks and 
Historic Sites i n Intemational Relations, Water Control projects 
and recreational r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Service. This was done. 
We sha l l be glad to discuss the s i t e at the next meeting of the Board, 
whioh i s scheduled f o r A p r i l 21-22, I n view of the pending l e g i s ­
l a t i o n i n regard to Fort Union, New Mexico, i t would probably be 
advisable to s e t t l e that problem before attempting to carry Fort 
Davis beyond the Advisory Board, assuming that i t i s approved. 

Director 

I n duplicate 

Copy t o : History Division 
Recreation Planning Div. 

CWPortor:RFL:bb 

ir/c of i n c . co r r . 



In reply refer tot 
L53 WAfiC-i 

0CT-6IIIB 

Umm Uferanr 
QMaoffsity of Toxaa 
Aoatln, TOxao 

MUa AllMM 

15 
tlwi Part Oseia* Texas be aot a?i1ttill aa a aatlonol 

Puraoant to tte Anqolttoo A«i oC IfOl^ 
My be eati^lishad by Fi itliwH I •! —11 "n oa lateo 

n u t ^ i ^ l S s ^ A l t ^ iana i*^! 15>35 (lt5>*3t*t/6€^ natiooiL hli-
bitlo oitea mim oarta&a laimiBiMi Mgr be ilwiUMtod br ^ 
:>«erotNry at tte Lstarior rofar>ileaa af whotter Uilo thereto 
ia eootod in tte teltod Statea. At tho prooaait tlao tte AdviMry 
Poarri on latiotwl Parka, Hiatorie aitoo* Bulldlnga and fimnonants, 
created wdar the autharlty af tte HUtoric atao Aot to ooolat 
in elasaifylni^ tuoaa a:reaa in Uda oeoatty idiioh ara of ootatandteg 
national algMlflteBaat la aakiag a ateptteUva atudr of ftrontiar 
poata in tte 

Vo ara glad to !vasw your au^aVix^ii miga4rdl% Fort Pari a 
whiwi K i U be caref^illy •ewldnoi in tte co'n-ao of t - c<7:nparPtiT» 
ttti^ty that ia being 

(SGD) Ronald E* ^ 

Ranald F. Leo 
teolotant Lireotor 

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Three 
History Division 

CWPorter-fmd 



Fort Davia, Texas 

RESOLVED, that the Committee (Committee on 

Historical Problems) recommends that the Park Service 

make a comparative study of frontier posts rn the Southwest 

and submit its recommendations to the Board at its next 

meeting. 

'-"issed by tne .advisory 3oard on K.^tionai >^arks, 

Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, at its 

26th meeting. April 21-22, 1952 



U N I T E D STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

June 11, 1953 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Director 

From: Superintendent, Big Bend 

Subject: Old Fort Davis, Texas 
In accordance with your sugeestions i n your memorandum of 

May 26 I attended the meeting of the Fort Davis Historical Society 
on June 8 at Fojrt Davis, Texas. About 30 persons were present. 

I spoke on park objectives, mentioned the importance of 
Big Bend National Park, and concluded with a review of touris t travel 
economics. Several questions were asked which indicated that the 
group has some 'thou^ts that the National Park Service might take 
over the area f o r restoration af ter purchase and administration as a 
National Monument. I explained tiie procedures necessary, including 
clearance by the National Park Advisory Board, but added that as a 
practical matter the problem of securing funds for the extensive 
work necessary just seemed almost impossible. }Sy suggestion was 
that liiey study the matter further and that i f the National Park 
Service entered the picture. Historic Site statiis similar to San Jose 
Mission i n San Antonio would be preferable. This would permit local 
management and control, with competent h is tor ica l and h i s to r ica l -
architectural advice—but no money. 

The group does not seem to be well unif ied, which is 
regretteible, f o r old Fort Davis is a chaming place and deserves 
better treatment ihan I t i s receiving now. As you may know, when 
Judge Simmons purchased t±ie place, he invested some money in i t , 
i n so-called "restorations" which are f a r from accurate. However, 
most of the buildings are about gone, and another year w i l l just 
about complete the ruin . Mrs. Simmons leases the property to Mr. 
Malcolm Tweedy who operates a concession type of bTisiness with a few 
rooms i n the old o f f i ce r s ' quarters, and a cwrio store. Tweedy 
advised me that Mrs. Simmais is now asking $200,000 f o r the hQO acres 
which is quite unrealistic i n my opinion. 

One point on which I could not obtain further information 
indicates that Texas has recently authorized the Governor to appoint 
an advisoiy Historical Commission to work with various privately C 
financed societies such as the Fort Davis Historical Society. This 
appears to be a very recent development and I w i l l attempt to obtain ""p 

I 



further information on i t . However, i t does not appear to be a 
group that w i l l have any money to spend, and w i l l be l imited i n 
i t s functions to advisory assistance only. The Fort Davis group 
has been corresponding with the governor on this and otherwise 
attempting to secure outside assistance fo r their project. 

195U is the Centennial Year fo r Fort Davis and they are 
hoping to use this as a publ ic i ty featiire to secure interest i n 
their problem. I assured them of my personal interest i n the s i te , 
and stated that I knew that Mr. Tillotson also was h i ^ l y apprec­
iat ive of the values of this old f o r t located both on the Old Over­
land T r a i l and the Chihuahua T r a i l . I offered to consult with them 
at any time they f e l t i t would be he lp fu l . 

However, the f i r s t job remains f o r them to pu l l together 
better, and this is a f i e l d where I do not believe that we can pro­
vide leadership. 

One of the interesting moments fo r me came ii\en I f i r s t 
realized that ny own great grandfather iiho went to the Cal i fomia 
goldrush i n 18U9 over the Old Overland Tra i l from New Orleans, had 
undoubtedly been at Fort Davis both coming and going. I had not 
anticipated this personal t i e - i n yrith the local history. 

I f you have further suggestions I w i l l be pleased to 
have them, and w i l l advise you i f I hear from the group at a la ter 
date. 

/s / Lon Garrison 

Lemuel A. Garrison 
Supe r in t endent 

C 
"O 

" Y 



The Fort Davis Historical Society 
Box 771 
Fort Davis, Texas 

COPY June 15, 1953 

Mr, Lon Garrison, Supt, 
Big Bend National Park 
Texas 

Dear Mr. Garrison: 

As I believe you are aware, the Fort Davis Historical Society was found­
ed this spring in Fort Davis with the avowed objective of obtaining 
national recognition for Old Fort Davis, 

In the opinion of the Society the Fort well deserves ccsisideration by 
the National Govemment as either a national monument or historic site. 

Situated in one of the nost scenic of locations in the boulder-strewn 
heart of t;he Davis Mountains, old Fort Davis i s probably 1;he most 
complete and best preserved of a l l the frontier forts in the Southwest. 

Located on the old Overland Trail that wound its way from San Antonio 
to El Paso aad thence to the West Coast Fort Davis was one of a series 

!

of posts built fcr the protection of settlers and immigrants along the 
t r a i l . This route through the Davis Mountains also became in the 1850's 
the chief business link between the United States and Mexico....the 
Chihuahua Trail. 

'̂ 'V'l*^ * / 
Thus Fort Davis played a leading role not only in protecting the 
travellers east and west but also in offering escort and protection to 
tradei*s bend on plying their wares with the peoples of Mexico. In a 
word, i t haa been a vi tal Cog in the internal and external development 
of our country. 

On October 7th, 1954, Fort Davis w i l l be exactly one hundred years old. 
The Society deeply feels that in view of the above cpialifications there 
could be no more fitting way to mark the Fort's centennial than for it 
to become a national landmark. 

With this in mind, Mr. Garrison, knowing of your familiarity with the 
property and being aware of your inteirest in i t , the Society would 
greatly aK>reclate your brin»cing Old Fort Davis to the attention of the 
National Parks Advisory Board, 

Very truly yours, 

/ s / Mrs. Malcolm Tweedy, Sec.-Treas. 
The Fort Davis Historical Society 



U N I T E D STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

June 17, 1953 

Memorandum 

To: Regional Directior 

From: Superintendent, Big Bend 

Subject: Old Fort Davis 

Enclosed i n duplicate are copies of a l e t t e r of June 1$ from 
lArs, Malcolm Tweedy, Secretary-Treasurer of the Foirt Davis H i s t o r i c a l 
Society requesting that the National Park Service consider Old Fort 
Davis as e i ther a National Monument or a National His to r ic S i t e . 

I have alreac^ sent you ray report on meeting wi th the H i s ­
t o r i c a l Society on June 8o 

Review of current po l i c i e s and ins t ruc t ions indicate that 
t h i s f o r t raight w e l l come w i t h i n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n X I of the major h i s ­
t o r i c a l themes. Westward Expansion and the Extension of the National 
Boundaries, 1830-1390. Since your previous report on th i s was made 
i n 19h l , and considerable de te r io ra t ion has occurred since that t ime, 
I believe a new study sho\ild be made whenever you deem i t proper. 
Possibly the matter of land status and maintenance and operational 
procedures should be gone i n t o before anything f u r t h e r is done. 

However, I w i l l await your f u r t h e r advice before taking any 
act ion rayself. Meanvriiile, I am acknowledging to Mrs. Tweedy receipt 
of her l e t t e r , and advising her that I am forwarding i t through 
channels f o r study. 

/ s / Lon Garrison 

Lemuel A. Garrison 
Superintendent 

Enclosures C 

"P 
Y 



U N I T E D STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

In reply refer to: 
L58 

-l-JUL ^^^^ 

'JUL 2 -
Santa Fe, New Mexico J^t^fy' 

June 2li, 1 9 S f r ^ ^ 
•eaorandum ^ 

Tot Superintendent, Big Bend ~~ ^^^^^j^X^^^ 

Fron: Regional Director > 

Subject: Old Fort Dayia» Texaa 

Ha are forwarding to the Director, by a copy of this memo­
randum, copies of yonr memorandums of June 11, reporting on the 
June 8 meeting of the Fort Davis Historical Society, and June 17» 
transmitting copies of Mrs. Mil cola Tweedy's letter of June 15 to 
you. 

A general survey of the old U. S. military posts of the 
frontiop in the Southwest was requested by the Washington Offica 
aaao tiaa ago, ariaing specifically froa a j sei—ndation on Fort 
Davis, and is to be cos^leted this year^ i f at all possible,._fgr 
tlie consideration of ti^e Advisory Roart̂  atjhai f wnyjfijlyy mwUjf-
Fort union. Now Mexico, Fort Bowie, Arizona, and ?art Daarie OPS sure 
to be at the top of the l i s t . We Aall undoubtedly call on you for 
further aasistanca in coiuiaction with the present status and 
possible development of Fort Davia in coiqjiling this report. 

In tte meantizoe, thero is little else we can do about i t 
except to keep in touch generally with the activities of the Fort 
Davie Historical Society. We leave this entirely to you, and I 
feel that you hava handled i t excellently to date. Your memorandum 
of June 11 ia a particularly clear and helpful report on the 
situation. 

fSI6NED) 
H. R. Tillotson 
Bigioaal Director 

Ccqjy to: 'T)irectop, with copies of 
Mr. Garrison* a memos of 
6-11-53 and 6-17-53, and 
Mrs. Tteedy's letter of 
6-15-53 



' Dr. aiaaa I . Stoat 
^ Optaaatrlst 
^ Pocoa, Tbxaa 

^ Auguat 10, 195 

,ble 
tee 
, «D. C. 

Becently ve had the opportunity to ^lait tte Big Bead Bstiooal Flark. 
Ve te.'O lived ia thia aoutbaoatam area for o ^ 35 yaara aad teva 
aeon moat of tte placaa of intoroat. Bat aa hat aot oeen tte Big 
•attoaal Park yet, aod e on tbou^ a l l our frloada vte had aoaa i t told 
ua wo would be .ery dlaappointod vhleh ttey wore, ve a t i l l vantad to aoo 
i t for ouraelvoa. lav right they vere! I teve ae/or aeon aore doaolato, 

Oad foraaten country, particularly to be a national park. X 
::oncai .a of a raaaon why ttet area abould te daaignatod aa a 

Rational park and 'uatlfy a cent of federal or atato aaaay teing agmt 
oa it . And V* covered i t fraa Marathon and Boquillaa on tte one end 
to Santa Blena anyon and Terlingua oa tte Otter. 

Vtet aatea it difficult to aadaratand ia vhy tte BatioteL Park Sarvico 
aad federal govomaint vould paaa up an area at outataodlng oatuzal beauty 
au'̂b aa la foaad around Ft. Davia and vhich alao haa a point of high 
hlatorical Interaat vith lota of poaaibilitiea of dovolopaent and 
reatoration for that unintareatiog vaatoland. 

fte yoat two week enda wo teve driven/^ tt. Da ia aad around thero to 
picnic aad relax. Tte canyona, Liapla, MMiera, Tte Beanie Loop, Tte 
Obaeraatory, tte old Fort itaelf, had oaDgft aaoy people picnlcing aad 
an.jeying tte beauty of tte uouutry. I t la hard to find a apot ttet la 

And ao it la ttet I aa Intereated in voodering vhy tte goveraaent haa aot 
aalda tte Big liad aamtry aa a national park and why it haa not dovolopod 
old Vort Bo'la aa a hiatoric alto and natural acaalc apot. Would appreciate 
ymr anawor-

Sincoraly, 

/a/ oiaan I . Stone 

Oleaa B. Stcaa 



I. 58 

VDBXU B. 
TEXAS 

UniTBD STASB BBBATB 
OFTICE OP THB HMCBiOlC I M M 

wAflnmoi, 0. e. 
Auguat 13, 1953 

Dear Sir: 

I aa en^^oafng a ceaaunl-nation vhl h I te^^ received froa 

aae of ay conatltuonta. I will appreciate your giving aerioua 

cooalderatlon to thia problea, baaad on Ita aarlta. 

Pleaae let me te'-e aa proa^t a reply aa poaaible, re turning 

the encloaure, in order ttet I een Infcra tte vriter. 

Sincerely, 

/a/ Î rndon B. Johnaon 

Lyndon B* Johnaon 

Offi-a of tte Director 
Batlooal Park Service 
Departaent of tte Interior 

25, D. C 

XLlltl5 



SEP 1 8 1953 

-

tm laply lafte tot 

SEP 161953 ^ . ^ ' ^ 

tf, p. c. 

Ihla vsil Bitewlilii yaar lattar of te«Mt 13, 

tte Ms laa* aatlem I M ate Part Baria la lanB* 

SSatet'lat^Sa S a ^ ' Z ' n S M l ^ U f ! i 
t iaeteiiaa ia 

la rate la 
alaaly ajltfteS 

U a hialasie Islaad vlth a vlte wrlaty of vlldlira. 
tetania aai hlaii ateali mam te SMa laetete tte wild hi 

aid-<Jaiy to all SaplaaBai'. fte 
aapea dii^lay thair teaatifal aataaa oalaaa ia tte 
at tte fmm tte viae te tte aaath ia 

ia Old texico. n u l l I lataraat ia teiaS tgr 
at tte foasla af Old texlaa aai %dr «te ualcfal lu ia l i aad atarioa af 

Park ate a gift fraa tte yaefle af Iteaa to 
», of ooarao, Iteiliar vite tte gtete tateaate ia Ste tiate at 
tte olMMteaa la thi 

tte Park ia ijjk. 



iaaMias ia 

atelafatata fte% Tawtela tetiaaal teMtete la Hp 
^tlva ataiy af teataoa favte aai ailitavy Baate, 

Btete, fteaa, ia aav teias mama t r tte Maiaaajr S M V * «• 
•tateati t i taa, iaili itePi, aai mmmmmmm̂  M a a a l aid ia pi aaa i riag 

aalaatei te tte BnaS vaald teve te te l iaitte 
la pteaalas* NM^ ammmmm farte ate ail i tary 

la aar aarlp Saatera hiataiy, 

ttea, thaaa ava 111 hiateataal 
la tte aaaaa la Ste teH—1 9mm Qyaum. Iteaa aaa aaa* 

ly avar tte Btette Stetaa ate lapssaaat aa afftart te aaawawK^ 

iteite at faate amlUhla fte teaSartoal 
ia aar hate tha% tte Matte v U l te atea te ateSlaant aar awS hgf 

or hiatarlaal 

viaaa ate tepa ttet tBia 
wi l l te aasfal te hla. l i e letter la 

Billoar i . 

Copy tet iiglBBil Blraetor, liglMi fhroc (2) v/aanr af ineoaiag 

If̂ mtmyV AQ 
Mr. Biadarich 

ihy:CIIP:LJOthg (Bawrlttca) 



H0V2 41959 ^-^'^^^ 

To: r f̂̂ yoiwl Directoar, Region Three 

CSiief Historian 

Subject: National Survey of Hiatoric Sites 
of Fort 

We do not find ia our fi:.e« the 
vhich Historian Utley vaa aaeking in hla 

and Duiidiagas Ihotateavte 

of Mrt 
of 17. 

Mr. Littleton i laaiiiiain Nr. Grant's vork at Fort Daria very 
vei l , and recalls that at that tlae Mr. Grant vas alM) on a trip in 
cuinectlon vith the AVffi atudlea. i t aay be that the Fort Davie 
asoativea are In tte f l lea of tte Arkanaas, White and Bed River Basin 
studiee at tea tegion Three Office. We hare lootei in the AWR f i les 

», but have not found thaa. 

n 1 

(SGD) HERBERT E, KAHLER 
Chief Historian 

In dapli 

Branch of Hiatory 
Historic Sites Survey 

Copj to 

JLi ttleton: jc: ll/2k/^ 



DAVIS, 

i s n i SL, 19^ 

of tte eittaaaqr at fart Davia, *WM«, 
Z SUM thia aaaaura i a w i t i a s | te ytetaiteag te tte 
hiataviaA mU, foot te thia laaatlaa at teieh, Z aa aura. 

v;e c i 

t 
P 

i a 
er OU Fort DarU ate teatas i t haaate a 

lov caah priaa of tte ftet ia aov $U9,000.00. 
aiX b t t l l i i y , t̂ m mwi i te aaS tppraaiaawiy h9> 

at laa i ad^aoast te ate d t y at Fbrt Sacvia. 

aa i f i t ia 
Aroa tte ^aSMMBit l a tte larthate of thia tm% 

aa i t aaSIO te a gtsaitia affort oa aiatjiaua aoaaanai to 
ra lM 

9tei# Z te 

Sraiy, 

F. 



B, C. 

i sruae, 19» 

c 
0 
p 

of tte latarior 
25, D. C. 

te. 
r, mmm im In rmUXj te Bia 

tte poaaibiUty of 
' a 

F. ISiagil ia aSlf-
ttect I invaatiiate 

hy tte 

ia ate $I1$,000. m a eô priaaa all 
km mmnm at aljaaaat 

etataa that tte lov aMh frlea fbr tte FBrt 

Citr of Mrt Davia. 

i t i f Fte aaau la­
in aoai 

Z veuli tpeaaeHyr 
voatisate tte yoaaihiUtr of 
vlth tte roatoaaticn of thia aite, i f oaaSitlona pamit. Old 
FOrt Davia, looatte ia tte Daria amaitelaa araa of Taaaa, ia 
of our aarly froDtite forte. Scaa af Ste xaiw ara ia fairly 
good atepa, aai i t ia Zaaatte ia haautifui aaaida aianmaiia^i. 
Zt ia aot too far fna tte ids WamA Satiaaal Paak ate vould at-ia aot too fte ftea tteids 
traet aaar rialtoea oa tkair vay to tte Mc 
tte aatioa. 

lat aa hoar FMP 
to call oa aa i f laa 

Hltk klaftoat 

from 

OB thia, aaS ftel ftea 

J . T. Ruthaafori 



ter 5i 1959 

Mr. Oqarte Wirth, Biraetor 
Mtional Paah Sinrlaa 

of tte T a f l i i ' 
25> B. C. 

mr latter te Fou of AprU SBth 
OU Fort Daria, Z aa H aaoalttH^ haraaith aMItlnaal iafteaatlon 
teioh Z haaa racalrte ia thia 

Nr. Fzaak Maavto, Ihaasi'' of tte Ptet, talla aa ttet thoy 
a Mteiii of touriat oottaflMi, a tiaSlM po*t, auaaua, r l i i i « atahla, 

ted a hoofB* aaar oa tte xteoaivatioa. Thaaa fteturoa attraet aoaa 25>000 
taariate awaiainr aad glvaa thaa a «roaa iaeaaa ftea auah aaagar 
fani i t i te - atel vith ao oparatii« ateital • of n n i i i l a i l i l r |15>000 

Out of thia iaaoM thoy pay an ateaal laaaa of $1,500, plua 
. te aa arai agi of aix mmfiitam. Mr. BSaarte statee ttet 

^ teeauaa of laak of fuate thqr ara tawibia te raooaatruot or add to tte 
0 axiatias huildinsa. Ha faSU ttet i f tte Natioaal Faxk Sanrioa 

T vDuld alao iaateate tte flov of traffia te tte •Iroartr aaqiil ral, 

Zt aauld te ^raatly aspraaiateS i f offlaiaU of tte 
Msfc Sarvim vould pay a viait to tte Old Fort. Nr. 

ttet i f auoh a viait aaa te ai i l a j i l te vould 
a«l po oter otter otter dataila to tte aatiafaetion of tte 

viaitias autteritiaa. 

Z look forvarl to baarlas Area pMi oa tela aattar at your 

a/ J . T. Mithtefari 



MAY 15 1959 

wa era s l a i te te ahla to 
i n Mffli i s 

v i l l iaalate i t . 
of Biotarie Sitte ate B u l l i n g 

yw i a aoaaaatite vith 
IteS a ataly alraair ia 

ia tte Wal iflnal 
U 

• S s iT lM i t aote 
tea dirldte tte f i a u of 

Lcaa hiatoir Into a aaaBte af thtete. Tte thoaa in ahite 
fSrt Baria fa l la i a f te WUtarr a d ZaMte Fi ote i te. woak oa 

Mate ia aar i a jiotiaoo. Zt ia amaatai ttet thia thaaa 
a l U te aoq^latte thia i iaair . %aa ite onaplatioai tte 

atuiy V i U te praaaatte to tte Mriaasy I w r i te Mtiaaal Parte, 
l iatoria Mtte, Ba l l i lM i , ote 
altaa aaaoeiatte aith ttet thate. Xa tte 
t i te. Fart teria a i U raoaiao tte attastiaa af tte Board, ate ite 

V i U 

la-vtar of ilprU 
wa ora MsA 
terU s T t o 

to 

Of tte iataraat of 1 
old Fart Baria. TOK 
A oasr of it io tetag SM 

In Taaaa ate thi 
vlth Fort Daria ftea 

Fte para i a pour 
Mrlh of tte MUoaal Mak Sanrite 

t Baru aad ite 1 i t e i ste aarUoao, aM 
of te. BiteiOa* lat taa, ahite pe 

t r l a tte jiiipiiin te 
lattar of Nay 5 ia alao halpful. 

dte ia anaitetlws tm 
. Zf th^r are ai 

tter V lU toa Slai to 
laritatiaa te vlait i t . 

poura. 

(sgd) Roger , - Ernst 

J . T. 

B. C. 

to: 
• ^"v»» 

. teat. 

D i r . , a/o i te . I t ra . - atr. 



c 
0 COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS 
P House of Representatives, U. S. 
Y 

Washington, D. C. 

June 17, 1959 

Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director 
National Parks Service, 
Department of the Interior, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Conrad: 

I ran across two pictures i n the El Paso Times 
edition of Jxme ih th of a very distinguished gentleman 
named Conrad Wirth, so I am sending them along. I 
hope you enjoyed your Texas v i s i t . 

Conrad, noting that you met with members of the 
Fort Davis Historical Society and that you discussed the 
history survey being conducted under Mission 66, I woixld 
appreciate having a report from you as to what you told 
them with relation to Old Fort Davis. As you know, I 
have received inquiries on this i n the peist and I'd like 
to be kept informed of your statements down there as I 
w i l l surely be approached on the subject i n the future. 
Also, i f you have any special knowledge to impart con­
ceming the Big Bend National Park after your t r i p , I'd 
be most interested to hear about i t . 

With best wishes and kindest personal regards, 
I am. 

Sincerely, 

(Sgd.) WSQes«P3RP<AsqiSta3ii 
J . S. Rutherford 



6^ 

JUL 2 1959 

af M M IT te« tte 
Millar af Mp 

Mftte, aaSaa ia 

i t 

te aU 
Mg Bate ia truly a 

in a fte ateS 
i n f S U 

Mr** 
Br. of Natl 
Br. of Hlatory [/^ 

iCXJH: ear: 6*26-59 

V a ite* Xte« 



MAK 4 1 ^ 

haa haaa coaaidarahle interaat in tte laat fev yaara In tte 
of old Fort Daria in Taaaa. Zt haa eoaa to 

attention ttet bills hare been introduced in both tte 
tte Senate propoainp to authoriaa tte aatatoliateant of Fort Daria 
aa a national hiatoric aite. Frrifoaaor Jota P. lloaa'a lattar to 
poa ia aaothar iadiaatian of tte public intereet In thia 

Fort DarU vaa Incluite In tte awMteaa attey on MiUtary aad 
Indian Affaire" In tte thaaa of Wtetvaid Bapoaaica ate Mtaaalon 
of tte Natioaal Bowlariaa to tte Pteif ic, I830-1B96, carried out 
aa a part of tte tetional Burvar of Biatoric Sitaa and Buildup 
hy tte Natioaal Poali Sorrlea of thU D^artawt. Ite Adviaory 
Board on tetional Pafto, Hiatoric Sitaa, BuUdinps, and Mceuaenta 
ocaotteral. thia atudy at ite October 5-8, 1 ^ , aaattng, and in 
ao dolns elaaaifiad Port Daria aa a aite pnoooealns aaoopticaal 
value for tte purpoae of iiMBHiialtus aad Ulaatrating tte 
history of the Uboited Statee. 

Mwinai of tte Adrlaoxy Board'a claaaifioaticn of Fort Daria In 
thia catapory, aad tte biUa recently introdaote into the 
propoaing ite aatabUalaant aa a aatioaal hiatorie aite, ve 
laitertali tug further atuliee relative to Fort Daria to datamlna 
teatter thia Dapartant ehould aopport tte propoaal to aatohUte 
i t aa a aatioaal hiatoric aite. Wa hope to te ebla to give cur 

fction on thia aattar durlns laa in 00 aat oaaalon of 

Wa ara xwtuming berevlth Profaaaor Bloca'a lattar to you. 

Sincsrely youra, 

ĝd)Ro|ir ..Ernst 

AMfstaol Bacretary of tte Interior 

Ban. Î fndoQ B. Jotanaon 
Utaltad Stataa S«ate 
Saahlaptnn 25, D. C. 

Naaloaiire 

to: 
Aaat. 8a«r*, Fte. Land Ntet* 
Div. of Leglalation 

v/e inc. lare. 

Mr. L. Dladarieh " 
Branch of HlatoryV^ " " 
• gr: 2-26-60 PBS 733i» 



MAR 10 

To: Lasialativa Oounaol, Office of the Solicitcr 
Throutfi: Aaaiatant Secretary 

Piibllc Land 

Froa: TMLroctor, Mtiooal Park Sanrite 

Stejaott B. B. 10352 - A biU to authoriaa tte aatahliahDsnt of a 
national hiatoric aite at Old FOrt Baria. near the tow 
of Fort Davia, Jaff Davia 

Thia la in raapotea to your requaat for our vieva on tte lagialation 
prqpoate in thia blU. 

Fort Davia, near tte town of Fort Davia, Taaaa, waa foaaidarte by 
the Adrleory Board on Mtiaaal Parte, Hiatoric Sitoa, Buildiasa# tei 
Maaaaate at ita Octoter 5-d, 1999, aaatlag. Tte Adviaory Board 
ajprorad Fort Davia aa teving exceptional value in eoaaaaoratiag or 
illustrating tte history of the Ubitte Statee. 

Fort Daria vaa oatahliahte in 185'̂ , tte larpaat aad aoat lavortont 
of tte nev chain of forte ereetod to protect the Texaa frontier. 
Maad after Secretary of War JaffenMa Baria, i t aaa aituatad in 
the Davia Movottaina, north of tte Big Bote of tte Bio Orande, at 
tte junction of tte traila froa San Antonio to El Baao ate Saata Fa, 
aad to puard the principal eroaaiaip of the Rio Grande. Trocpa 
from ita parriaon vara involved in asar aapapaaanta vith hoatile 
Indiana. After the Civil War, the fort vaa rebuilt of rock and 
adobe bricks ate haoaaa a haaa for operationa apalaat Xiovaa, 

aad ipateaa. In l879-ld60 i t played a major role in 
aotd coatly naapalpi apalaat Victorio and l^e Wa%epring 

It oontinute to aerre aa an laportaat atatioa on the roada 
to Mexico and California. Port Davis vaa ahateonal by the Army in 
1891. Zt haa «tanaiva aai iapraaaiva raaatning atructurea and 
ruins. Zt ia the beat raaainlng aaaapla in the Southvest of the 
typical poat Civil 'î ar frontier fort. • 

While the hlatorical aipoif icance of tte aite haa been eatabliahad, 
va have not yet carrite out atudlea aaadte to Ixidieate ubat vould be 
Aaairable boundariea of tte propoaad hiatoric aite in order to provite 



for protection ate proaervation of tte aite ate ita atructurea, aai 
to allov for proper devalapaaat of adainiatratlva aad viaitor 
faciUtiee. Until thaaa atudlea are ccaplette i t v i l l te deeirable 
to defer a final report on tte biU. A atudy of Xtaaodary aad relatte 
problaaa haa been ecbedulte. We expect ttet i t viU te ccavletod in 
tlae to parait a report to tte Consreaa on thia propoaed leglalation 
bafore the end of thil .aaeeion. 

It ia reooaoMntad, tharaf ore, ttet en Interim report on thia biU te 
subaittte to tte Ccngraaa together vlth tte atated intention of 
reporting cxi i t finally before the and of thia aeaaion of Congreaa. 

Acting Dilator 

In triplicate 

Copy to: Asst. Secy., Pub. Land M©nt. v/c biU 
Reg. Dir., Reg. Three 
Mr. L. Diederlch 
Mr. Frank Harrison v/c bil l and 
Branch of History 
Branch of History Leg. File 

REAppleman: gr: 3-I-60 



Maactcor, Btgloa 

Aa yaa teow, Cnagraaaaai BtehMfoad mtrodaMd IJk. 10352 oa 
Mtoruaxy 10, to eathoriae eatahliateant of tte Port Davia Batioaal 
Matorie Mte aad you hare a copy of our interia tmp&rt on thia 
b i U . Steotirr Taiteaaa^i Introducte ea Pateuaxy SB, a lanaiiliai 
bUl , S. 3078* 

8 
^ Wa ha90 iioaiifil M. Butterfcnd'a <Mea that ve beUeve ve oan 
£>. teooa^JLte tte aacaaaarj atudlaa aontioate In ate interia raport 

br 9vCLy 1* Ma faaalhlUty of doing thia vaa ecaflaaad ia a talaphnaa eonvnraatlQn vith your office. 

fte hlatorical part of tte report ahoald glte particular attention 
to idaatiflca^ioo of qpecific eitaa idwra atructurea toxamrly atood 
i f ttey no lonpar i waatTij vhara laportant eveata occurred either la 
tte fort or in ita iaaadiate viclnityi tte locaticn of trailoj old 

aar othar faaturee that hte a bearing on tte fortj aai 
that gata i t iavortaaoa. Me. 9tlar, teo praaoaahly v i U 

on thU paat of tte rageivt, v l U te faaUiar vlth thia aapact 
of tte tate ^zice te haa performed eiailar vork in connection vith 
tte atudlea cn Mat Bovla ate Apaste Paaa and tte r ^ r t on 
Proaentozy Point that currently is in progreaa. Thia part of tte 
report ahould be accnapaalte hr aspa that v i U locate aitea dia-
cuaaed ia tte text. Good ptetofraphlc covarasa alao ie deaired. 
Mia record of hlatcnrlcal data teould te coaplata ia aU reapecta, 
haoaate of ita bMrlng on tte fueatioo of aui table baaaiariea 1^ 
paaaervation and proteetion of tte hiatorie aite and ita valuaa. 

WIU yoa î laate antedala teiioteotj plawilas ataitea oa hoaadariea * 
ao ttet va aap tera a repent theraim by tte laat 

ia June. 

Director 
In dupUcate 



NOV 25 t960 
L58-IBH 

Hon. J. T. Rutherford 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. ^. 

Dear Mr. Rutherford: 

We are glad to comply with your request of November l6 for a 
transcript of the action taken by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments at i t s recent 
meeting of September 17-22 concern,ing Fort Dayis, Texas. A 
transcript of the Board's action follows: 

Fort Davis, Texas 

"WHEREAS, the Advisory Board on National Parks, 
Historic Sites, Buildings, and Moniments, i n October 1959> 
classified Fort Davis, Texas, as possessing exceptional 
value i n commemorating and i l l u s t r a t i n g the history of 
the United States during the period of the extension of 
the national boundaries I83O-I898, and 

"WHEREAS, the Board concurs i n the findings of the 
National Park Service that Fort Davis is suitable for 
establishment as a unit of the National Park System, 

"The Board therefore recommends: that Fort Davis be 
authorized for acquisition and establishment i n the National 
Park System as Fort Davis National Historic Site. The 
Board expresses i t s hope that such legislation w i l l be 
enacted by the 87th Congress." 

We shall be glad to give you any further information you^may need 
on this subject. 

Sincerely yovors, 

(SGD) E. T. SCOYEN 
Acting ^ 

Copy to: DCCO 
LM PRS 3621 
US 
DL (2) 
Regional Director, Region Three.) 
Mr. L. Diederlch. )w/c of inc. 
Branch of History. >/ ) 

REApplem^: ̂ l-?l-60 



CONGRESS OF THE UHITED STATES 
HOIBE OP HilNMBSXATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Noveaber l6, i960 

The Hos£>rable Fred A. Seaton 
Secretary of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Nr. Secretary: 

Reference la made to my bill, H. R. 10352, 
authorizing the eatabllshment of a natiozial historic site 
at Old Fort Davis in Jeff Davis County, Taxaa. 

I vould appreciate i t i f you vo\ild let me have 
a copy of the transcript of the acticm of the Advisory 
Board on National Parks on Fort Daria at its recent meeting 
on this matter. 

Thanking you for this courteay, I aa 

Sincerely, 

aigoed/ J . T. RUTHERFORD 

C O P Y 
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ADDITIONAL SITES RECOMJIENDED FOR HISTORIO LANDMARK STATUS 

Seventy additional sites have been declared e l 

Historic Landmark status,. Secretary of the Inter i o r 

The sites possessing exceptional his t o r i c and ircheological value are among 

111 described in six new "theme studies" i n the Nat .onal Park Service series 

covering a l l the major periods of human history in America. The six studies are: 

P o l i t i c a l and-Military A f f a i r s , 1783-1830; The Civi!. War, 1861-1865; and four 

sub-themes under Westward Expansion and Extension oT the National Pcundaries: 

Lgible for. Registered National 

Fred A. Seaton announced toda\. 

enti t l e d : The Santa Fe T r a i l : The Cattlemen's Empirti; M i l i t a r y and Indian Affairs; 

and Tho Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico. I!i20-1853 

Nstional Park Service. Director Conrsd L, Wirth said that, of the 111 sites, 
41 are already represented i n the Park Service and 1.he remaining 70 sites have 
been recommended by the Advisory Beard on National i'arks, Historic Sites, Buildings, 
and Monuments as e l i g i b l e for Registered National Historic Landmark status. 

The National Registry of Historio Landmarks wds approved by Secretary Seatcn 
and established by .the National Park. Service i n Octcber of this year. Five theme 
studies covering the English, French, and Spanish E>ploration and Settlement; the 
Development of the Engliish Colonies, 1700-1775; and 
1763-1^0 were announced. A t o t a l of 124 sites were 
el i g i b l e for Landn-.ark status and the remainder aires 
or having received Federal recognition 

The National Registry of Historic Landmarks i3 
endorse the preservation and. protection of structure 
by States, other public agencies, or h i s t o r i c a l soci 
owner a of historic landiriarks to maintain them. 

The Advance of the Frontier, 
recommended, with.92 declared 

dy in ths National Park System: 

designed to recognize and 
s and sites now administered 
eties and to encourage private 



The Registry is an outgrowth of the National sbrvey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings program of the National Park Service. This program was authorized by 
the Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for a "survey of historic and 
archeological sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining which 
possess exceptional value as xonmiemorating or illus|trating the history of the 
United States." 

Administrators of sites found eligible for Lan|±nark 
National Park Service for such recognition and w i l l 
Arrangements are also being made to make available 

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the pres 
are attached. A l i s t of themes under study is also 
w i l l be announced from time to time. The various t 
published for public distribution. Only reading cop 

status may apply to the 
receive a certificate, 
suitable marker. 

(ptly announced theme studies 
attached. Additional studies 
leme studies may later be 
ies are">currently available. 

X X X 
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES: AND BUILDINGS 

List of Themes, Subthepes,  
and Special Studtesj 

. I . . 
I I . 

I I I . 

rr. 

V. 
VI. 

VII. 
V I I I . 

IX. 
X. 

XI. 

XII. 
X I I I . 
XIV. 
XV. 

Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers 
Early Indian Farmers 
Indian Villages and Communities 
Spanish Exploration and Settlement 

Special. Study: Spanish Colcnlc i |v: tea in the Panama 
Canal Zone 

French Exploration and Settlement 
English Exploration and Settlement to 1700 
Dutch and Swedish Exploration and Se'itlement 
Contact with the Indians 
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775 
The War for Independence 
The Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830 

Subtheme: The Lewis and Clark Expedition 
Special Study: Lincoln State Pari and Nancy Haaks Lincoln 

State Memorial 
Political and Military Affairs, 1783i-1830 
Political and Military Affairs, 1330--186Q 
The Ci v i l War, 1861-1865 
Westward Expansion and Extension of \he National Boundaries 
to the Pacific, 1830-1898 

Subthemes: The Santa Fe Trail 
The Mining Frontier 
The Cattlemen's Empir<: 
The Farming Frontier 
Military and Indian Al'fairs 

Special Study: Foi t Bowie 
" " Foi t Davis 

The Texas Revolution snd the War with Mexico, 
1820-1853 

The Fur Trade Era 
Special Study: The Bailly Homestead 

Overland Migrations of the Trans-Mississippi 
West 

Great Explorers of the West 
Transportation and Conpunication 

Special Study: Prcmontory Summit (Golden 
Spike) 

Special .'tudy: The Hubbell Tradirg Post 



XVI. 
XVII. 

XVIII. 
XIX. 
XX. 

XXI. 

XXII. 

Indigenous Peoples and Cultures 
Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture . 
Travel and Communication 
Development and Conservation of Nat^al Resources 
The Arts and Sciences 

Subthemes: Education 
Architecture 
Literature, Paintingl and Sculpture 
Inventions and Scientific Discoveries 

Political and Military Affairs aftei" 1865 
Special Study: Fort De Soto 

" " Hawaii : . 
" " Alaska ; 

Social and Humanitarian Movements. 



Political and Military Affairs, ]L7o3-183-i 

In the study of Political and Military Affairsi 1783-1830, 34 
sites have been recognized as possessing exceptional value. 
Twenty-six of these, net adroinistered by the National Park Service, 
are eligible to receive certificates as Registered National 
Historic Landmarks as follows: 

1. Mfirvland State House, Annaoolis. Maryiland. This was the 
meeting place of the Continental Congress 
of the ratification of the Treaty ending 
War and of General George Washington's rejsignation as Comniahder-
in-Chief; scene of the conference which resulted in the calling 
of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. 

1783-1784; scene 
the Revolutionary 

Old State House, Hartford, Connecticu 
mg monument, this, is an early public build 

Bulfinch and one of the best restored c 
the Federal period. Owned by the city of 

3. Massachusetts State House. Boston. lyjassachusetts. This 

State owned. 

t. An architectural 
designed by Charles 

ivilc structures of 
Hartford, 

— - — . — — 7 . ~ , - ~ 

famed architectural montmient is called the master.work of 
Charles Bulfinch. I t is a superb example of c i v i l architecture 
in the early years of the Republic. State owned. 

4. Citv Hall. New. York City. This struc|ture 
considerable architectural significance, 
municipal administration in New York City 
with important p o l i t i c a l and military 
since i t s erection in 1811. Owned by the 

affairs 

5. United States.Capitol, Washington, D 
has been the seat of the Congress of the 
1800, v/ith one brief interruption. I t is 
structure associated with the historic d 
Nation, but is also a building of 
interest. Federal ownership. 

architectural 

idered to be the 
the White House 

6. The V/hite House. Washington. D. C. dons 
most important residence in the United Slates 
has been the heme of every president since the administration 
of John Adams I'n 1800. Federal ownershij 

, which has 
tells the story of 
, and is associated 

and public figures 
city bf New York. 

C. This structure 
United States since 
not only a key 
elopment of the 

and artistic 
e V 



7. Octagon House. Washington. D. C. The Octagon, built in 
1798-180C is.a superb example of an I8tb certury colonial tovn) 
house. I t was designed by Dr. William Thorrton, architect of 
the U. S. Capitol. Occupied temporarily i n ISI4 by President 
•fedison, after the destruction of the White House, i t was the 
scene of the signing of the ratification of 
ending the War of 1812. Owned by the Americ 
Architects. 

the Peace Treaty 
an Institute of 

8, Decatur House, Washington. D. C. This alrchitectural 
monument is one of the finest examples of a Georgian town house 
in Washington, and for a short time i t was the home of naval 
hero Stephen Decatur. Owned by the Nationalj Trust for Historic 
Preservation in the United States. 

9. Tudor Place, Waehington, D. C. This structure, of great 
architectural significance, had important historical 
associations with the families of George Washington and Robert E. 
Lee. Privately owned. 

10. St. John's Episcopal Church. Washington, 

Because 
notable example of late Federal architecture 
the American architect Benjamin Latrobe. 
tion on Lafayette Square, opposite the White 
has served many of the Presidents and has become 
Church of the Presidents." Owned by St. Jph|n 

11. Old City Hall (District Court House). Washington. D. C. 

earliest 
One of the.; finest examples of Greek revival 
Washington, this structure is one of the 
buildings erected In the city, and George Hadfield 
architects of the Capitol, designed the stru3ture 
notable t r i a l s of national interest. FederaPL 

12. Mount Vernon.. Fairfax County. Virginia. Home of George 
V/ashington, Commander-in-Chief of Patriot forces during the 
Revolution and outstanding statesman, serving as f i r s t President 
of the United States. Owned by the Î tount Vernon Ladies 
Association. 

D. C. This 
was designed by 

of i t s situa-
House, this Church 

knovm as "The 
Parish, 

architecture in 
Federal 
, one of the 
Scene of 

ownership. 

13. Monticello. near ChaLrlottesville. Virginia, A classic 
example of American architecture, Monticello 
President Thomas Jefferson. This structure • 
pilgrimage for the great and humble who admired Jefferson's 
character and accomplishments. 
Memorial Foundation. 

Owned by the 

was the home of 
lyas a place of 

Thomas Jefferson 



14. Gunston Hall. Fairfax County. Virginia. This structure, 
a colonial architectural gem, is a living moniamert to George 
Mason, noted for his constitutional papers of basic importance 
in American history, including the "Virginia Declaration of 
Rights" of 1776, which was in part an inspiratior for the 
Declaration of Independence and the Federal B i l l of Rights. 
Owned by the Commonwealth of Virginia and administered by the 
National Society of Colonial Dames of America. 

15i.. Montpelier. Orange Countyy Virginia. This 
structure was the home of; Pre^iident James Madisor 
including 19 years of his retirement after he ser 
of the United States. Privately ovmed. 

mportant 
for 76 years, 

ved as President 

16, Oak H i l l . Loudoun County. Virginia. This stiriking historic 
residence is a monument to the memory of President James Monroe, 
The structure has an important relationship to the famed Monroe 
Doctrine issued during Monroe's last term in the ffhite House, 
and existing records show that he outlined the ideas for this 
great .state paper in a letter vwitten from Oak H i l l . Privately 
ovmed. 

17. John Marshall House. Richmond. Virginia. Foir 
was the home of the famed Chief Justice, John Mar 
distinguished judicial career, sessions of the Cojiirt 
that Marshall was to spend much of his time at. thiis 
Richmond, where many of his important opinions on 
questions were undoubtedly vvritten. Ovmed by the 
Richmond. 

45 years,' this 
shall, during his 

were so held 
structure in 

constitutional 
city of 

18, The Hermitage, near Nashville. Tennessee. Fbr over 40 years, 
during which Andrew Jackson rose from a frontier i n i l i t i a commander 
to the Presidency, he made his home at the Hermitnge. Ovmed and 
administered by the Ladies Hermitage Association, Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

19. Ashland. Lexington. Kentucky. Home of the 
American p o l i t i c a l leader, Henry Clay, the presen 
appears to have been i n part reconstructed after 
1852. Ovmed by the Henry Clay Memorial Foundatioik 

d:f.stinguished 
structure 

his death in 

20, Fort H i l l , Pickens County. South Carolina, 
the home of John C. Calhoun during the last 25 ye^r 
is a f i t t i n g memorial to the great American polit 
Ovmed by the State of South Carolina, i t is located 
Campus of Clemson Agricultural College, and is a 
the John C. Calhoun Chapter, United Daughters of 

his structure, 
s of his l i f e 

cal leader, 
on the 

diiiinistered by 
the Confederacy. 



21. Grouseland, Vincennes,, Indiana. The hom̂  of William 
Henry" Harrison, 1804-1812, dviring which perioc, he was 
Territorial Governor of Indiana, and a foremost defender of 
white settlement against the Indian tribes .attempting to 
block westward expansion of the United States. From . 
"Grouseland," in September 1811, Harrison undertook the 
offensive which reached i t s climax at the Battle of Tippecanoe, 
which destroyed the forces of the famous Indian leader, Tecumseh? 
a victory which influenced the campaign of Harrison for the 
Presidency t h i r t y years later. Ovmed and administered by the 
Francis Vigo Chapter, Daughters of the America|n Revolution, 
Vincennes, Indiana. 

22. Hamilton Grange. New York City. Built i ^ 1801, thia 
Structure was the only home ever ovmed by Alexander Hamilton, 
a major draftsman and proponent of the Federal 
and foremost architect of American financial policy in the 
f i r s t c r i t i c a l years of the Federal Union. I t 
few Federal period structures surviving i n New 
by. the American Scenic and Historic Preservation Society. 

23. Springfield Armory. Springfield. Massachusetts. This is 

Constitution, 

is one of the 
York City. Ovmed 

the United States Government's oldest manufacturing arsenal 
and the site of the decisive defeat of rebellious farmers in 
Shay's Rebellion, 1786-87. Federal owmership. 

24. United States Military Academy. West Point. New York. 
Established in 1802, the United States Militarjl' Academy has 
been in continuous existence since that time aijid is noted for 
training the officers who have developed and commanded the 
regular Army establishment of the United States.. Troops have 
been stationed at West Point since January, 17'̂ 8, making i t the 
oldest permanently occupied military post in tlie country. Federal 
ovmership. 

25. F^igatej^rinatitutic 
vessel, "Old Ironsides,' 

VL.:cioan. Masaachusetta. This famed 
is a stirring symbol of American naval 

history. Although extensively restored, i t has 
lines and characteristics, and has never lost i t s identity as 
a commissioned ship of the United States Navy. 
1797, i t was involved in the naval war with France, 1798-1800, 
and made a b r i l l i a n t record in the War of 1812, Federal 
ovmership. 

retained i t s 

Launched in 

26. Plattsburgh Bay. Plattsburgh. New York. Sbene of the 
decisive victory of;American naval forces.over the British 
squadron, which won control of Lake Cheimplain in the War of 1812. 
Cumberland Head, overlooking the scene of this j'amed naval action, 
is ovmed by the State of New York. 



In addition, eight sites are represented and interpreted in the 
National Park System, as follovre: 

;tts 
ne 

1. Independence National Historical Park, Peipisylvania 
2. Federal Hall National Memorial, New York 
3. Adams National Historic Site, Massachuse 
4.. Fort Washington, National Capital Parks, 
5. Perry's Victory and Intei'national.Peace Memorial 

Monument, Ohio. 
6. Fort McHenry National Monimient and Histor 
7. Chalmette National Historical Park, Louis 
8. Castle Clinton National Monument, New Yori 

ar Washington, D. C. 
National 

Shrine, Maryland, 
iana. 
xc 



The Civil War, 1861-186^ 

The Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, 
and Monuments has recognized .39 sites as possessing exceptional 
value in this period of American history. Fourteen of these, 
not administered by the K.'itional Park Service, are eligible to 
receive! certificates as Registered National Historic Landmarks. 
These are as follovvs: 

1• Confederate Capitol. Montgomery. Alabama. First Capitol 
of the Confederacy, S t i l l used as Alabamaj State Capitol. 
State ovmed. 

2, Fort Morgan, Mobile. Alabama. 
battle sealing off one of the last two 
In this sea battle. Admiral Farragut 
words, "Damn the torpedoes - f u l l speed a 

Commemorates the famous 
ports, 

the famous 
eadi" State owned. 

Confederate 
uttered 

3. Lincoln Home, Springfield. I l l i n o i s 
house saw the emergence of Lincoln from pcjs 
tovm lawyer to that of a national figure 

4. Lincoln Tomb. Springfield. I l l i n o i s , 
symbolizing the legacy of compassion, ."lo-i 
standing which Abraham Lincoln l e f t to thq Union he preserved. 
State owned. 

This simple frame 
itio n of a small 
State owned. 

A moving memorial 
rage, and under-

U. S. Grant Home State Memorial. Galeija. I l l i n o i s . 
Presented to General Grant by the city in recognition of his 
military service, this was Grant's home before he became 
president; again in 1879, and for two year|s following. 
State ovmed. 

6. Nancy Hanks Lincoln State Memorial. Lilncoln Cit.v, Indiana 
The home of Abraham Lincoln in his early childhood. State owned 

7. Perryville Battlefield, Perr:/ville. Kentucky. Climax of 
the Confederate invasion of Kentucky. State owned 

8. Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip. Loui 
Fort Jackson to stop the Union Navy caused the Confederacy 
to lose New Orleans. Fort St. Philip also 
part in the fight against Farragut's fleet 
ovmed. 

siana. Failure of 

played a gallant 
in 1862. Privately 



9. Franklin Bat t l e f i e l d , Franklin, Tennessee. Here, General 
Hood shattered the Confederate Army of the Tennessee in 
their attacks on his strongly posted Unipn force. Ovmed by 
an association. . 

10, Confederate Capitol, 
?3, t h i s building, d̂  

the Confederate capitol. State owned. 

Richmond, Virgihia 
years, t h i s building, designed by Thomas|Jefferson, 

For nearly four 
served as 

11. Five Forks B a t t l e f i e l d , Dinwiddie Cojmty, Virginia. Here 
Grant outflanked the Confederate Army tip 
Richmond-Pettersburg defenses. Private 

force Lee from the 
lir ovmed. 

12. Fort Monroe. Virginia^. The nearest 
stronghold to the Confederate capital, 
the historic f i g h t between the U. S. S. 
Virginia (Merrimac). Administered by t h ^ 

13. White House of the Confederacy. Richmond. Virginia 
Served as the Executive Mansion of the Confederacy during the 
nearly-four years of President Jefferson 
Richmond, Ovmed by an association. 

'jontinuously-held Union 
This f o r t witnessed 
Monitor and the C.S,S. 
U. S. Army. 

Davis' residence i n 

this chapel, Robert E. 
The chapel also 

14. Lee Chapel. Lexington. Virginia. In 
Lee and members of his family are buried 
contains Lee's office as President of Washington and Lee 
University. Owned by the University. 

In addition, 25 sites recognized as having ex 
already included i n the National Park System. 

Histpr 
t t l e f L e l d 

1. Abraham Lincoln National Hist o r i c a l 
2. Antietam National B a t t l e f i e l d Site, 
3. Appomattox Coiu't House National 
4. Brices Cross Roads National Ba 
5. Chickamauga and Chattanooga Nationa 

and Tennessee. 
6. Custis-Lee Mansion National Memoria 
7. Fort Donelson National M i l i t a r y Par 
8. Fort Jefferson National Monximent, 
9i Fort Pulaski National Monument, Geo: 
10. Fort Sumter National Monument, Sout 
11. Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania 

Virginia. 
12. Gettysburg National M i l i t a r y Park, 
13. Harpers Ferry National Monument, Ma 
14. House Where Lincoln Died National 
15. Kennesaw Mountain National Eatt 

Park, Kentucky. 
Maryland. 

i c a l Park, Virginia. 
Site, Mississippi. 

L M i l i t a r y Park, Georgia 

l e f i e l d 

ept ional value are 
They are as follows: 

L, V i rg in i a . 
, Tennessee. 

Florida, 
gia. 
1 Carolina. 

National M i l i t a r y Park, 

Pennsylvania. 
yland-West Virg;inia. 

Memorial, D. C. 
Park, Georgia. 



16. Lincoln MemorLai National Memorial 
17. Lincoln Museum National Memorial, 
18.. Manassas National Battlefield Park 
19. pea Ridge National Military Park,^ 
20. Petersburg National. Military Park, 
21. Richmond National Battlefield Park 
22. Shiloh National Military Park, 
23. Stones River National Military Parljc 
24. Tupelo National Battlefield Site, 
25. Vicksburg National Military Park, 

D. C. 
. C. 
V i r g i n i a . 

Arkansas. 
V i r g i n i a . 

V i rg in i a . 
Tenijiessee, 

Tennessee, 
l l l iss iss ippi . 
Mississ ippi . 



The Sanx-a Fe T r a i l - Westward Expansion and Extension of the 
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 1830-1398 

In the subtheme study of the Santa Fe Trail in the National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings, six sites have been recognied as 
possessing exceptional value. Five of these, not administered by . 
the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates 
as Registered National Historic Landmarks as follows: 

1. Bent's Old Fort, Colorado. Built about 1833 on the north 
bank of the Arkansas River at thie southernj boundary of what 
was then the United States, this post was in the heart of the 
Southern Plains tribes and on the route of the Mountain Branch 
of the Santa Fe Trail. Until after the end of the Mexican 
War, i t was easily the most important point on the Trail 
between the Missouri frontier settlements and the Spanish-
Mexican settlements at Santa Fe and in the'Rio Grande Valley. 
State ovmed. 

2. Fort Larned, Kansas. Built i n 1860-iSfel by the United 
States Anuy, this post became the most important military 
establishment oh the eastem part of the Santa Fe Trail and 
was a base for military protection of the 
hostile Southern Plains Indians during the 
Privately ovmed. 

Trail against 
1860's and 1870's. 

3. Raton Pass. Colorado. This defile thrjough the Raton 
Mountains was one of the most d i f f i c u l t and yet important sites 
on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail. I t became 
increasingly important during the Mexican War and in the period 
of the Civil War when hostilities of the ^outhern Plains 
Indians almost halted t r a f f i c oyer the more exposed Cimarron 
Cut-off Route eastward. State and private! ovmership. 

4. Santa Fe (Plaza Area). New. Mexico. The commercial and 
social center of the Plaza Area in Santa Ke, in the heart of the 
capitol of Northern Mexico, may be considered as the end of the 
Santa Fe Trail. State, city, and private jovmership. 

5. Wagon Bed Springs, Kansas. This spring, sometimes called 
Lower CimarTon Springs, on the Cimarron Rilver afforded the 
f i r s t water during the dry season in the 60-mile stretch of 
the desert or Cimarron Cut-off Route of the Santa Fe Trail after 
crossing and,leaving the Arkansas River, i t was the objective 
and stopping place of a l l travelers over the Desert Route of 
the Trail. Private ovmership, ! 

In addition, one site i s represented and interpreted in the National 
Park System, This is Fort Union National Mbuunjent, New Mexico. 



rhe Cattlemen's Empire - Westward Expansion and Extension of the 
National Boundaries to the Pacific, 1830-1898 

In the Cattlemen's Empire, subtheme study of the National Survey 
of Historic Sites and Buildings, five sites hav|e been recognized 
as possessing exceptional value. Four of these, not administered 
by the National Park Service, are eligible to receive certificates 
as Registered National Historic Landmarks, as follows: 

1. . Grant-Kohrs Ranch, Montana. This 
was one of the f i r s t in Montana, beginning 
the succeeding decades of the i860's, 1670 
ovmer, Conrad Kohrs, became one of the mos 
of the Northvvest and contributed signif 
the beef herds in that part of the country 

rancih in Deer Lodge Valley 
about 1853, and in 
s, and. 1880's, i t s 

t famous cattlemen 
t l y i n breeding up 

Privately ovmed. 

2. JA Ranch, Texas. This ranch with headquarters in the Palo 
Duro Canyon of the Texas Panhandle, was peprhaps the most famous 
of several associated with Charles Goodnight, t r a i l blazer, 
frontiersman, and great pioneer cattleman |of the Southwest. 
With John A.Adair, he built the JA Ranch spread to 700,000 
acres in the 1870's and ran 40,000 cattle.! In subsequent years, 
this progressive cattleman improved the stock, introducing fine 
Hereford blood into the Longhorn herds, at̂ d organized Stockmen's 
associations to bring order into the Open Range industry. 
Privately ovmed. 

3. Lincoln. New Mexico.. One of the best preserved of the old 
cov/ towns, county seat of vast Lincoln County when i t comprised 
nearly one-fourth of New Mexico, and center of the Lincoln 
County War which featured the' Chisum, Tunstall, McSween, B i l l y 
the Kid faction against the Murphy-Dolan group and involved Lew 
Wallace, author of Ben Hur. which he was writing at the time. 
State and private .ovmership. 

4. Tom Sun Ranch. Wyoming. An unusually 
layout on the Sweetwater River near Devils 
Trail, and typical of the inedium sized ranches of the Open Range 
period. Private ovmership^ 

well preserved ranch 
Gate, on the Old Oregon 

In addition, one site is represented and interp 
Park System.- This is Theodore Roosevelt National 
Dakota. The Jackson Hole country in Grand Teton 
Wyoming, also has associations with the Cattlemen 

reted in the National 
NJemorial Peprk, North 

National Park, 
's Empire. 



Military and Indian Affairs - Westward Expansilon and extension of the 
National Boundsiries tc tht Pacific, 1830-1898' 

In the Military and Indian Affairs subtheme s 
Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings,- 12 s 
ovmership have been recognized as possessing 
the purpoae of commemorating and illustrating 
United States. These sites are the follovring 

1. Fort Bowie and Apache Pass. Arizona. 

tudy of the Naticnal 
ites in non-Federal 
ejxceptional value for 
the history .>f the 

Fort Bowie, estab­
lished in 1862 by the California.Volunteers during the Civil 
War to control a key Water source in the 
strategically located poat in the pass through the Chiricahua 
Mountains of Arizona on one of the early 
routes from the Rio Grande to California 
the homeland of the Chiricahua Apache Indlians, and during the 
1860's, I870's, and I880's i t was identifjied with the 
Chiricahua wars led by Cochise, Geronimo, 
hostile leaders that spread terror throughout the Southwest 
Federai and private ovmership. 

Arizona desert, was a 

and important travel 
I t was located in 

Natchez, and other 

2. Hubbell Trading Post. Arizona. Datirig from 1878, this 
poat under the guidance of i t s founder, John Lorenzo Hubbell, 
became the most important trading post in the Navajo Reserva­
tion and through i t s influence caused rug weaving among the 
Navajos.to become an ever increasing activity.and .means of 
economic livelihood. I t has had a continuous, unbroken 
history of benevolent influence among the 
oldest surviving post s t i l l among them. 

Navajos and is the 
;'rivately ovmed. 

at the junction of 
1817 and vfi^ estab-

3. Fort Smith. Arkansas. The f i r s t f o r t 
the Poteau and Arkansas Rivers dates from 
lished because of the removal of the Cherokeea and other 
Indiana from the Southeast to beyond the. Mississippi adjacent 
to the povirerful Osage tribe. A second fort vras established 
here in 1838 and continued to play.a part in the frontier 
history of the country and was a factor, including Judge Isaac 
Parker's Court, in Indian relations and law enforcement for tht-
next half century. City of Fort Smith and private ovmersMp. 

4. Fort Larned. Kansas. Dating from 1859, this fort was the 
most important post guajviijig the northeraj part of the Santa Fe 
Trail, and for more than a decade was a b̂ se for operations 
against hostile Indians on the central plains, including 
Cheyenne, Kiowa, Arapaho, and Comanche, a'rivately -.jvmed. 



5. Fort Leavenworth. Kansas. This post was established in 
1827 and has been in continuous use ever since. I t s 
original purpose vras to guard the Santa Fe Trail and i t was 
the starting point for supplying most of the western frontier 
military establishments beyond the Missouri, and was the base 
for many military explorations to th^ wes tern plains and the 
Rockies. From i t General Kearny's Army ef the West set out 
for the conquest of New Mexico i n the War with Mexico. I t 
remains today one of the most important n i l i t a r y establishments 
in the country. Federally ovmed. Army. 

6. Fort Snelling. Minnesota. Establishe|d 
strategically located juncture of the 
Rivers, this fort was one of the early 
lished after the War of 1812 to protect 
jand guarded a vast extent of territory 
Missoviri River to the Great Lakes. For 
century i t was the most northwesterly 
the United States. Indian Affairs vrith 
Chippevira tribes for several decades were 
and under the protection of the fort 
post i n 1946, Federal ovmership, Veteranls 

in 1819 at the 
Minjnesota and Mississippi 
westem forts estab-
the westem frontier 

reaching from the 
more than a third of a 

military establishment in 
the powerful Sioux and 
largely conducted from 

Th|e Army abandoned the 
Administration. 

7. Fort Robinson and Red Cloud Agency. Nebraska. The Red 

plains 

Cloud Agency, established in 1871, was 
1873, and was the storm center for the 
the 1870's and the focus of northern 
relations during that period. Fort Robinjs 
adjacent to the Agency in 1874 when i t 
military protection was necessary for the 
base for several Indian campaigns during 
viridespread Indian hostilities on the 
federally and State owned; Agency site 

molved to this site i n 
re servation Sioux during 

Indians-white 
on was established 

evident that 
Agency, and was the 
the decade that saw 

nortnern plains. Fort 
ovmed. 

be same 

State 

8. Fort Gibson. Oklahoma. Established i i 182.4, this f o r t 
during the next decade and a half played a dominant role i n 
receiving arid caring for the Cherokee; Crjeks, and Seminoles 
removed from the Southeast of the United States to the Indian 
Territory, and in attempting to keep the ]?eace between them 
and the vd.ld plains Indians. The fort was3 a key military 
post in the then Southvrest for many years for military expedi­
tions in the southern plains. Abandoned ishortly before the 
Civi l War, i t was reoccupied during that war by Union troops 
and remained active u n t i l 1889. Two periods of construction 
are represented. Site of f i r s t foirt, Sta!,e ovmed; site of 
second f o r t . State and private ovmership. 



9. Fort J i l l . Oklahoma. Established in 1870 to control the 
hostile southern plains tribes, p a r t i c u l ^ l y the Kiowa and 
Comanche, this fort was actively identified with the pacifica­
tion and control of these tribes during ihe 1870's-1890's, and 
from 1870 to 1878 was the Kiowa-Conanche jAgency. In 1911 the 
poat became the A r t i l l e r y School and is s j t i l l active as one of 
the most important U. S. military establijshments. Federally 
owned, U. S. Army. 

10. Fort Belknap. Texas. Established in 1851 following the 
Mexican War when the Texas frontier was being ravished by 
Comanche-Kiowa raids. Fort Belknap became the key post in a 
chain of outer, border posts to protect the exposed frontier. 
During the 1850's and 1860's i t bore the prxmi of retaliatory 
action againat the southern marauding tribes. Owned by Young 
County and administered by Fort Belknap Society. 

• • • • I 
11. Fort Davis. Texaa. Established in ±83A in the Davis 
Mountains north of the Big Bend, this fort guarded the Junc­
tion of the t r a i l s from San Antonio to Elj Paso and Santa Fe 
and maintained surveillance over the principal Rio Grande 
crossing sites used by hostile Indian war^parties. The post 
was an important station on the southern overland route to 
California travelled by stage coaches and emigrants and played 
a continuing role in protecting the routeis of travel in the 
trans-Pecos country. In 1879-1880 i t played an important part 
in the costly campaign against Victorio and his War Spring 
Apaches. Privately ovmed, 

12. Fort Phil Kearny and Related Sites (Fetterman Massacre. 
Wagon Box Fight. Bozeman Trail). Wyoming. Established in 
1866 by Col. Henry B. Carrington at the eastern base of the Big 
Horn Mountains in the heart of the Sioux ciountry north of the 
Oregon Trail to protect the Government Bozeman Trail to the 
Montana mining settlements, this fort was the focus of the Red 
Cloud War in the next two years which resilted in driving the 
military from the area and the abandoment of the Bozeman 
Trail forts, the only time hostile Indian action compelled the 
Government to relinquish control of an area i t had set out to 
protect. Among the actions fought in the shadow of Fort Phil 
Kearny were the Fetterman "Massacre" in which Capt. William J. 
Fetterman and 80 men in his command were killed to the last 
man, and the Wagon Box Fight, one of the moat noted engage­
ments in the history of plains warfare. Luring the two years 
of ita existence the post was held in a state of virtual siege 
by hostile Sioux. State and private ownership, with small 
Federal holding at Fetterman site. 
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The National Park Service presently administers six federally 
owned areaa associated with Military and Indian Affairs, 1830-1898. 
The six established areas in the National Park System are the 
following: : 

1. Big Hole Battlefield National Monument, Montana 
2. Custer Battlefield National Monument, Montana 
3. Fort Laramie National Historic Site, Wyoming 
4. Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico 
5. Lava Beds National Monument (Captain Jack's Stronghold), 

California 
6. Whitman National Monument, Washington. 



Tlie Texas Revolution and the Mexican War - We 
Extension of the National Boundaries to the 

stward Expansion and 
Pacific, 1830-1898 

In the Texas Revolution and the War with Mexibo, subtheme! study of 
The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings,; nine sites 
have been recognized as possessing exceptional value for the purpose 
of commemorating and illustrating the history] of the United States. 
These sites are the following: 

1. The Alamo, Texas. In the Alanx), whi 3h was the chapel of 
the San Antonio de Valero Mission, established in San Antonio 
in 1718 by Franciscan Friars, Lt. Col. William B. Travis' 
force of 188 tnen were killed to the last man on Kferch 6, 1836, 
when Santa Anna's Mexican army of about 3,000 men breached the 
walls. Among the killed defenders were frontiersmen 
James BovirLe and David Crockett. "Remembsr the Alamo" became a 
battle cry among the Texans. State ovmership; custodianship. 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas. 

2. San Jacinto Battlefield. Texas. General Sam Houston on 
April 21, 1836, won the decisive engagement of the Texas Revo­
lution against a numerically superior force of Mexicans under 
General Santa Anna, capturing the latter, and resulting in the 
independence of Texas from Mexico. Stats ovmership; adminis­
trated by the State Parks Board and the pan Jacinto Museum of 
History Association. 

Fort Brown. Texas. General Zachary Taylor's army 
constructed earthworks in March I846 on bhe north side of the 
Rio Grande opposite the Mexican tovm of /tatamoros. In the 
series of maneuvers and battles resulting in Palo Alto and 
Resaca de la Palma, a Mexican force besisged this fortification 
during Taylor's absence, and lHaj. Jacob Brovm, the commander, 
was mortally wounded in his successful dsfense of the works, 
which was subsequently named for him. A later and second fort 
was built nearby in 1868. City of Brovmpville and private 
ovmership, 

4. Palo Alto Battlefield, Texas. On Mair 8, I846, General 
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army 
miles north of present day Brovmsville. 
sizeable battle of the war, resulting in 
attacking Mexicans, and led to their retreat toward the Rio 
Gr9.nde. Private ovmership. 

Ln this battle, a fev; 
I t was the f i r s t 
the repulse of the 



p. Resaca de la Palaa Sattlefiela. Texas. The general 
engagement between Taylor's, American force aind the Mexican 
army, begun on May 8 at Palo Alto, continued the next day. 
May 9, 1846, at the Resaca de la Palma, a few miles closer to 
the Rio Grande. The Mexicans were defeated in this battle 
with considerable-losses in a r t i l l e r y and personnel and fled 
back across the Rio Grande, ending the military action_north 
of the Rio Grande i n Texas in the war wijth Mexico. Private 
ovmership. 

6. tfonterey Custom House. California. |0n July 7, I846, 
Conmiodore John D. Sloat, commanding the Pacific squadron, 
raised the American flag over the Custom House at Monterey, 
the capital of California, and o f f i c i a l ! ^ proclaimed the -
province as part of the United States, pThe building dates m 
part from 1827. State ovmed. 

7.. Larkin House. California. Important 
and architectural values> tliis house vvas 
Larkin in 1834-1835 and became the f i r s t 
^fexican California. Commodore Sloat, and 
Kearny, the f i r s t military governor of 
the Larkin House, causing i t sometimes 
American capitol of California, State 

for both historical 
built by Thomas 0. 
American consulate in 

._ General Stephen W. 
Califomia, resided i n 
to be called the f i r s t 
owned. 

14 
General 

ef 

8. Sonoma Plaza. California. On June 
33 Americans seized Sonoma, home of 
dominant figure in north. Califj°r̂ i&' and 
their homemade Bear Flag as the symbol 
California after electing William B. Ide 
newly proclaimed republic. This beginnijng 
revolt preiceded news in California of 
out of war with Mexico, State and 

the 
private 

Palace of the Governors. Santa Fe, K 
Stephen Watts Kearny raised the American 
historic old building, which dates from 
I846, following his entry into the c 
proclai.med the province as United States 
the conquest of New Mexico. State owned 

There are no historic sites, in Federal pwnerajhip representing this 
subtheme of study. 

1846, a group of 
Vallejo who was a 

raised in the plaza 
independent 

as president of the 
of the Bear Flag 

o f f i c i a l breaking 
ovmership. 

ew Mexico. General 
this flag over 

1610, on August 18, 
of New Mexico, and 

territory, completing 
apital 
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20, I960 

Hon. Fred Seaton 
Secretary of Interior 
1ta§mrtmaaet ot Interior 
WMhlngtnn 25, D. C. 

Nr. Secretary: 

I have your letter of Deeeaber 19th, end tbe report you 
encloaed relative to Old Fort Daria, Texaa, aaying that the Old 
Fort ie "eliclble for Reglatared BatioaaX liatorie Latktaark atatua.' 

I note ^ t h eoaae concern, however, your atataaeot that "in 
reco0iising the hlatorical laQortanca of thia aite, the Federal 
QoTemiiant eneouracM l^a preaervmtlon but doea not ae^ ovnerahip 
of the property," and that, apparently, the only act of the 
Otovei'iBWHt v i l l be to ieeue the property owner aoaa eort of 
certificate. 

nila ia contrary to idiat I had been led to believe vaa the 
purpoee of your Inveetigation of Old Fort Dacria and ite aeeas to 
ae that the tlae, aooay end effort apaat in atudying the projeet 
U a i i q ^ waatad if tha action of the QuiaiUiaul ia to be Halted 
to the iaauance of a certificate vith no provielon for liqprovine 
or owin£ the aite. 

Thia ia to notify you that I ahall, liaaaiiately upon the 
convening of the 87th Ceagraaa, aflain introduce a bi l l on thia 
aubjeet. Identical la etmtent to H. R. 103̂ 2, uhl^ I eponaored 
in the d6th Congreaa. Such b i l l v i l l provide for the ovnerahip 
of Old Fort Davia, and the proper UxveatMnt to preeerve i t , aa 
provided in the b i l l I had laat year. You v i l l recall I vithheld 
action on the b i l l in the 86th Coacreae at tha Dâ parttaant'e 
requeat until the atudy could be coaq>leted by your orguiisation, 
but thia tine I ahall puah for prcapt aaaetaant. 

Sincerely, 

8i0ied/ J . T. Ruthexford 

C O P T 
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Fort Davis National Historic Site 
Fort Davia, Texas 1973k 

N22 
December 5, 1966 

Memorandum 

To: Chief, Division of History Studies 

Frcsnt Historian 

Subject! Resource Study: Austin and San Antonio Archives Field Trip 

Fran November 20 through Noveraber 25, I was in travel status to and 
from Austin and San Antonio i n quest of documentary sources relating to 
the First Fort Davis, l85i»-62. 

The rationale for this investigation arises from the fact that l i t t l e 
of the early records appear to reside i n the National Archives. I t may 
be, therefoM, that these records found their way into Texas State 
Archives, assuming that they were turned over to Confederate authorities 
both when General Twiggs surrender^ his command of the Department and 
Fort Davis troops were arrested i n San Antonio on their way to the coast. 

Several repositories were investigated and the results wei>e negative. 
That i s , early documents wei^ not located and almost certainly were not 
contained i n the archives examined. The t r i p was made pursuant to RSP-
F0DA-7a and was deemed necessary because of the gap in knowledge which 
developed from an investigation of the National Archives holdings last 
year. 

While early documents were not located, the t r i p should not be written 
off as completely unsuccessful. By elimination of certain holdings, the 
search has narrowed and librarians and archivists have given new leads. 
Furthermore, two sets ofpapers were located having valuable bearing on 
Fort Davis, even though durtng the later period. The t r i p was a valuable 
experience for this writer since i t gave him broader perspective i n re­
gard to ai-chival collections, their vartety and administration. I t also 
gained us friends and new searchers keeping their eyes open for us. 

A brief rundown of the archives examined follows with an assessment of 
eacht 

1. Texas State Library and Archives, Austin: No federal records 
as such exist, but i t vas hoped that Confederate papers might contain 
relevant material. Reviewed the Qovemor's correspondence, 1861-62, and 
the records of the State Adjutant General, Found only three letters 



from West Texas i n the v i c i n i t y of El Paso, None relevant. Other cita­
tions from the general catalog were taken down. Most of these weire 
published material and time did not permit their examination. 

2, University of Texas Library and Ai-ctiives: The best material 
was foimd here, although again i t did not pertain to the early years. 
Two sets of papers were located bearing on later years—the Quiinby and 
Duval papers. The former are a nice stack of Quartermaster Quimby's 
(1872-78) records and contain marvelous reports on stores, equipment, 
c i v i l i a n employment, etc. The la t t e r contains a Journal of a prospect­
ing t r i p to West Texas in 1879. Both ought to be Xerox copied and added 
to the Fort Davis collection. 

3. Daughters of the Republic of Texas and Daughters of the Con­
federacy collections. Old Land Office Building, Austin: Nothing 

li. Daughters of the Republic of Texas collection. Alamo, San 
Antonio: Again, nothing located, although the wonderful ladies who 
assisted the effort ate their hearts out looking and must have been 
severely depressed by not uncovering anything. There are several 
collections contained there that have not yet been examined and f i l e d . 
They raay have something and i f i t turns up they shall notify ua. 

5. Fort Sam Houston^ San Antonio: The records have been moved in 
a great economy wave and are deposited elsewhere, perhaps with GSA in 
St, Louis. Have written the Army for more definite information, Thia 
mass could contain records of those early days. 

6. Bexar County Court House: Nothing 

Several new leads were uncovered and w i l l be investigated. The Federal 
Record Center in Fort Worth may contain the nucleus of these documents. 
Chester Kielman, Archivist at University of Texas Libraiy put us onto 
Keith Jennings at the center. Kielman t e l l s us that records beartng on 
Hanging Judge Parker are located thez^. This m i ^ t be of interest to 
Fort Smith. Also, i t was suggested at Fort Sam Houston, that the old 
Arsenal building i n San Antonio may have some dust-laden papers. The 
Arsenal goes back to pre-Civil War days and there i s a chance that post 
and departraent documents found their way in there, 

Benjamin Levy 

In duplicate 
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