Form 10-3*7 UNITED STATES ,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME "omﬁ-’ “

Texas Thems XV, 'mmm,_-mraw
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Fort Davis OO

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

Jeff Davis County, State 118, north edge of town of Fort Davis
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Estate of D, 4, Sismons, 3100 Gulf Hldg,, Houston, Texas
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Named for Secretary of var Jefferson Davis, Fort Davis was established in 185k
by Lt, Cel, Washington Sewell, in the Davis Mountains northwest of the Big Bend, Its
function was to help check predatory bands of Apaches and Comanches, who could be
intercepted from this peint at the various crossings of the Rio Grande, The site was
noted for its healthy climate, defensibility, and communication with El Paso and San
Antonio by a fine, natwral road, Located on the southern route to California, the
fort provided a way-station for Celifornia-bound immigrants, From 1854 to 1861, Cel.
Sewell's command, operating from Fort Devis, fought the hostile Comanches snd Apaches
infesting the region, In 1658 a trein of camels, with which the War Department wes

in the Scuthwest, stopped at Fort Davis, The garrison withdrew in 1861,
and Confederstes under Col, John R, Baylor occupied the pest, but remained only a
few months, The fort was deserted until U,S5, troops returned in 1867, to find that
the old establishment, primarily of log comstruction, had been all but wrecked by
Indians, They built a new post, using substantial rock ané adobe materisls, Until
1880 it was a bese of operations aginst Kiowss and Comanches, and played a prominent
part in the wers against Victorio and the Warm Springs Apaches, It continued to serve
as an importent stop on the roads to Mexice and California, and as the mother post of
many scattered subposts, The Indian barrier removed, cattlemen moved into the srea in
the 1880's and established ranches, The post had outlived its usefulness, and was aban-
doned in 1891,

The remains of Fort Devis are probably more extensive and impressive than any other
frontier post in the West, including Forts Laramie and Union, The walls of nine sets
of adobe officers quarters are still standing, several with roofs intact, Seven other
sets of officers quarters, of slab limestone construction, are in excellent condition,
complete with roofs, Three of these, however, have been rehsbilitated and are now
used as guest cottages, On the opposite side of the parade ground stand the rcofless
walls of two long adobe barracks, The adobe commissary and barrack-like shop, together

(

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (@Give best sources; pb‘e location of manuscripts and rare works)
C. C. Rister, The Scuthwestern Pren%r.' £65-1881 (Cleveland, 1928), Barry Scobee,
The S of Fort » 1936), Jd, H, & J, R, Toulouse, Pione ng

n Antonio, 1936), War Dept., A Report on the Hygiene of the U.8, Army, wi
ons of Militery Posts, Circular No. 8 (Washington, 1875).

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HABS, etc.)

None
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED: vesE]l wo[J Excellent uest <anch

16. DATE

14. NAME OF RECORDER (Swuammr_) / C 15. TITLE
ol In Tt | msseran

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}% SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY/BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVEL 5

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—74016-1




Form 10-Li7a

(Sept. 1957) UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER:OR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE NAME(S) OF SITE

Sismons estate, On the date of visit the lease, according tc a local informant, had
in

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  16—/4020-1



Fort Davis, Texms, Above: Officere ilowy looking
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southeast, Photos by George Urant, Sept.s 1953,
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50, The ruins of Fort Davis are the most extensive of any fort
in the Southwest. This is officers' row. National Park

Service photograph.



April 25, 1936

diss Uelissa Castle,
Pirector of Research and Cachets,
Texas Centennial Celebrationms,
Dallas, Texas

Dear Miss Cestle:

Your letter of April 17 eddressed to the
Seoretary of the Interior, requesting information

on 0ld Forg % in Jeff Davis Ccunty, Texas,
has been referr ark Service for

"’l’o

I regret %o iaform you that tals Service
hes no iaformation regardiang the present ownership
of the area to whioh you refer, nor do we have any
information on the story of the averted Indian
attack mentioned in your letter.

For information regarding the transfer
of title from the Federal Goverameat tc the State
in 1910, it is suggested that you address an
inquiry to the War Depertment.

Sinocerely yours,

(SGD) VERNE ¥, CHATRLALN

Verne %. Chatelain
Aoting Assistant Direotor

CiChatelein
Lee

i



FORT DAVIS, TEXAS.

Fort Davis, situated near the head of Limpia Creek ,
446 miles N. W. of San Antonio, and 225 miles S. E. of El Paso,
was created by an order of the Headquarters of Texas, dated October
23, 1854, It was named for Jefferson Davis.

It was built by Companies A, C, D, F, G, and H of the 8th
U. S. Infantry, and occupied by the 8th Infantry until April 18,

’ porarily
1861, when it was/abandoned.

!

On June 29, 1867, it was again occupied and finally
abandoned July 31, 1891.
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REGION THREE
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
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Weﬁ April 16, 1941. M J“_u
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Memorandum for the Director:

Transmitted herewith, for the attention of the Branch of Historic
Sites, are rotogravure sections of the December 5, 1937, edition of the
Fort Worth Star Telegram and the July 2, 1939, edition of the Houston
Chronicle, together with several photographs taken by Regional Super-
visor of Historic Sites Neasham on April 8, covering the historic site
of Fort Davis, Texas.

This Office earnestly recommends that Fort Davis be submitted for
classification by the Advisory Board as a national historic site at
the earliest opportunity. It is the opinion of the undersigned and
Dr, Neasham that no historic fort of the Southwest exceeds this area
in interest and importance. Not only are its buildings in the best
state of preservation of any to be seen in the Southwest, but, also,
its location is such that it should receive heavy visitation by those
visiting the proposed Big Bend National Park and various State parks

in the vicinity of Alpine, Texas.
(:::1::j:9—‘—<5T71:;;::E:Ei<fZA—EE:;;E::::j

Regional Director.

Encl. 2371940.



UNITED STATES In refer to

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR L
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 25. B, G
AUG 161948

Memorandum
To: Regional Director, Hegion Three
Frous Assistant Director

Subject: Fort Davis, Texas, proposed national historie '-u.

This refers to your memorendum of August b concerning
Fort Davis, Texas. The Advisory Board in 194l failed to take
action on this propesal and we shall again submit it for their
coneideration at the meeting tentatively scheduled for Hovember,
If there are additional data that would be helpful to the Board,
we shall appreciate receiving them,

We have a copy of ¥r. Neasham's report, prepared
August 1941 and ¥r. D. A. Siamons' letter of May 30 indicates
change in ownership,.

(BED) Bliiopy 4 TOLSON
Assistant Director

In duplicate
Copy to: Mr. R. F. Lee=

Mr. Wirth
HEKahler-fmd



WEST TEXAS HISTORICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY, Inc.
Alpine, Texas
January 12, 1952

Mr, Eric Reed
National Park Service
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Dear Mr, Reed:

I am torn between addressing you at Sante Fe and Albugquerque
so here goes, Albuquerque.

I may be possible for me come out there within the next
few eeks as I am architect for four buildings for the Texas Game
Management Area near here. This brings me to the point of my letter.

Is there any official in your group interested in Old Fort Davis
as a possible national monument? Mr, Simmons is dead and his estate
has announced the Fort for sale. They much prefer to see it in the
hands of State or National Park Service. I have only a sentimental
interest in preserving and restoring the buildings to their original
authentic design, in fact, have done some measuring and drafting
already on the Hospital and other buildings.

A number of friends have indicated their willingness to
organize a non-profit group, incorporate, and attempt to raise the
necessary money to buy the place provided there is some agency ready
to accept it and provide perpetual care and restoration.

If you can give me some suggestions as how to proceed I will
appreciate the assitance.

Last September I retired from teaching and have an office down
town in Alpine (next to Western Union if you drive in here).

Sorry my home juvenily typewriter is cutting up so much.
With best regards,

Very sincerely,

/8/ Victor J. Smith



Y Region Three
Santa Fe, New Mexico

January 18, 1952

Mr. Victor J. Smith
West Texas Historical and Scientific Society, Inc,
Alpine, Texas

Dear Mr, Smith:

This is in reply to your letter of January 12 addressed
to Regional Archeologist Erik K. Reed, who is now on a temporary
assignment in Guam.

The National Park Service has long been interested in
Fort Davis as a National Historic Site and as long ago as August
1941 a report was made on the area following a detailed investiga-
tion on the ground. This report, which included a complete des-
cription of the site and a resume of its full historical significance
states that Fort Davis is the best preserved historic United States
military fort in the Southwest.

Although our Service is gmite sympathetic to Fort Davis
as a unit of the National Park System, we have never been able to
accomplish this objective because of the fact that the land is in
private ownership and we are, of course, without funds with which
to acquire it. At the time of the investigation and report made
in 1941, the property was owned by the James Estate of San Antonio.
Later we were advised that it was acquired by Mr. D. A. Simmons of
Houston and a letter from him dated May 30, 1949, addressed to
Mr, Gordon K., Shearer, Executive Secretary of the Texas State Parks
Board, gave the appraised valuation of the LS4 acres included in
the property and the improvements thereon at $171,694.32. I note
your statement that Mr. Simmons is dead and that his estate has
announced the fort property for sale. Although our Service would
still be unable to purchase it at any price, I would be interested
in knowing at what figure it is being held by the estate, if this
information is readily obtainable.

I appreciate your interest in the matter and thank you
for writing us as you did.

Sincerely yours,

Copy to: Director /signed)
Supt., Big Bend M. R, Tillotson
Mr. Gordon K., Shearer Regional Director
with opy of Mr. Smith's letter of Jan., 12
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P UNITED STATES In reply refer to:
Y DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 158 WASO
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Three
Santa Fe, New Mexico
January 18, 1952

Memorandum
To Director

Froms Regional Director
Subject: Fort Davis, Texas, Proposed National Historic Site

I believe that the first recommendation that Fort Davis
be submitted for classification by the Advisory Board as a
national historic site was made in my memorandum of April 16,
1941, to you. I wrote you again on this subject August 4, 1949,
and Mr. Tolson's reply of August 16, 1949, stated that the pro-
posal would again be submitted to the Advisory Board for their
consideration at the next meeting scheduled for November 1949.
Please let me know if any action has been taken by the Board.

I am still very much interested in the establishment
of Fort Davis as & national historic site if arrangements can
be made for acquisition of the property. In this connection,
there is attached copy of a letter received under date of
January 12 from Mr. Victor J. Smith of Alpine, together with
a copy of my reply.

/s/ M. R. Tillotson
M. R. Tillotson
Regional Director

Attachments 2

Copy to: Supt., Big Bend




[ nep. 7S
In reply refer to:
UNITED STATES L58 WASO=-H
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. /

2/27/52

Memo randum
To: Regional Director, Region Three
From: Director

Subject: Fort Davis, Texas

We appreciate your memorandum of Jamuary 18 enclosing
copies of your correspondence relating to the proposal that Fort
Davis be designated as a National Historic Site.

The Advisory Board was scheduled to consider this propoasl
in 1949 but our records indicate that no action was taken. In fact
Dr. Leland, Chairman of the Board, requested specifically that three
topics be given primary consikration, namely, National ‘arks and
Historic Sites in International Relations, Water Control projects
and recreational responsibilities of the Service. This was done.
We shall be glad to discuss the site at the next meeting of the Board,
which is scheduled for April 21-22. In view of the pending legis=
lation in regard to Fort Union, New Mexico, it would probably be
advisable to settle that problem before attempting to carry Fort
Davis beyond the Advisory Board, assuming that it is approved.

Director
In duplicate

Copy to: History Division w/c of inc. corr.
Recreation Planning Div.

CWPorter:RFL:bb
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Zad to have your suggestion regerding Fort Davis

Sincarely yours,

(sGD) Ronsld Fa La#

Ronald ¥, Loe

Assistant Director

Copy to: Regional Director, Region Three

History Division

~ CWPorter-fmd



//
Fort Davis, Texas W

RESOLVED, that the Committee (Committee on

Historical Problems) recommends that the Park Service
make a comparative study of frontier posts n the Southwest
and submit its recommendations to the Board at its next

meeting.

Passed by the Advisory Board on National Parks,
——————
Historic Sites, Builcings, and Monuments, at its

26th mntiggc. April 21-22, 1952




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

June 11, 1953
Memorandum
Tos Regional Director
From: Superintendent, Big Bend

Subject: 0ld Fort Davis, Texas

In accordance with your suggestions in your memorandum of
May 26 I attended the meeting of the Fort Davis Historiecal Society
on June 8 at Fort Davis, Texas. About 30 persons were present.

I spoke on park objectives, mentioned the importance of
Big Bend National Park, and concluded with a review of tourist travel
economics. Several questions were asked which indicated that the
group has some thoughts that the National Park Service might take
over the area for restoration after purchase and administration as a
National Monument. I .explained the procedures necessary, including
clearance by the National Park Advisory Board, but added that as a
practical matter the problem of securing funds for the extensive
work necessary Jjust seemed almost impossible. My suggestion was
that they study the matter further and that if the National Park
Service entered the picture, Historic Site status similar to San Jose
Mission in San Antonio would be preferable. This would permit local
management and control, with competent historical and historical-
architectural advice--but no money.

The group does not seem to be well unified, which is
regrettable, for old Fort Davis is a chamming place and deserves
better treatment than it is receiving now. As you may know, when
Judge Simmons purchased the place, he invested some money in it,
in so-called "restorations" which are far from accurate. However,
most of the buildings are about gone, and another year will just
about complete the ruin. Mrs. Simmons leases the property to Mr.
Malcolm Tweedy who operates a concession type of business with a few
rooms in the old officers! quarters, and a curio store. Tweedy
advised me that Mrs. Simmons is now asking $200,000 for the 1480 acres
which is quite unrealistic in my opinion.

One point on which I could not obtain further information
indicates that Texas has recently authorized the Governor to appoint
an advisory Historical Commission to work with various privately
financed societies such as the Fort Davis Historical Seciety. This
appears to be a very recent development and I will attempt to obtain

C
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further information on it. However, it does not appear to be a
group that will have any money to spend, and will be limited in
its functions to advisory assistance only. The Fort Davis group
has been corresponding with the governor on this and otherwise
attempting to secure outside assistance for their project.

195h is the Centennial Year for Fort Davis and they are
hoping to use this as a publicity feature to secure interest in
their problem. I assured them of my personal interest in the site,
and stated that I knew that Mr. Tillotson also was highly apprec-
iative of the values of this old fort located both on the 0ld Over-
land Trail and the Chihuahua Trail. I offered to consult with them
at any time they felt it would be helpful.

However, the first job remains for them to pull together
better, and this is a f2éld where I do not believe that we can pro-
vide leadershipe.

One of the interesting moments for me came when I first
realized that my own great grandfather who went to the California
goldrush in 1849 over the 0ld Overland Trail from New Orleans, had
undoubtedly been at Fort Davis both coming and going. I had not
anticipated this personal tie-in with the local history.

If you have further suggestions I will be pleased to

have them, and will advise you if I hear from the group at a later
date,

/s/ Lon Garrison

Lemuel A. Garrison
Superintendent

@]

g
l'-<'



The Fort Davis Historical Society

Box 771
Fort Davis, Texas
COPY June 15, 1953

Mr. Lon Garrison, Supt.
Big Bend Natiomal Park
Texas

Dear Mr. Garrison:

As I believe you are aware, the Fort Davis Historical Society was found-
ed this spring in Fort Davis with the avowed objective of bbuining
national recognition for Old Fort Davis,

In the opinion of the Society the Fort well deserves consideration by
the National Government as either a national monument or historic site.

Situated in one of the most scenic of locations in the boulder-strewn
heart of the Davis Mountains, old Fort Davis is probably the most
complete and best preserved of all the frontier forts in the Southwest.

Locatodonthr T land Trail that wound its way from San Antonio
to El Paso. thence to the West Coast Fort Davis was one of a series
of posts bullt’for the protection of settlers and immigrants along the
trail., This route through the Davis Mountains also became in the 1850's
the chief tusiness u.a.; ween the United States and Mexico....the
Chihuahua 3:-.1 ~|

Thus Fort Dtv’},l ‘s leading role not only in protecting the
travellers east est bat al in offering escort and protection to
traders bend on plying their 8 with the peoples of Mexico. In a

word, it has been a vital cog 1n t.hs intermal and extermal development
of our country.

On October 7th, 1954, Fort Davis will be exactly one hundred years old.
The Society deeply feels that in view of the above qualifications there
could be no more fitting way to mark the Fort's centennial than for it

to become a nat ional landmark, : '

With this in mind, Mr. Garrison, knowing of your familiarity with the
property and being aware of your interest in it, the Society would
greatly appreciate yovr bringing Old Fort Davis to the attention of the
National Parks Adviscry Board.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Mrs., Malcolm Tweedy, Sec.-Treas.
The Fort Davis Historical Society



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

June 17, 1953
Memorandum
To: Regional Director
From: Superintendent, Big Bend

Subject: O0ld Fort Davis

Enclosed in duplicate are copies of a letter of June 15 from
Mrs. Malcolm Tweedy, Secretary-Treasurer of the Fort Davis Historical
Society requesting that the National Park Service consider 0ld Fort
Davis as either a National Monument or a National Historic Site.

I have already sent you my report on meeting with the His-
torical Society on June 8,

Review of current policies and instructions indicate that
this fort might well come within classification XI of the major his-
torical themes, Westward Expansion and the Extension of the National
Boundaries, 1830-1890. Since your previous report on this was made
in 1941, and considerable deterioration has occurred since that time,
I believe a new study should be made whenever you deem it proper.
Possibly the matter of land status and maintenance and operational
procedures should be gone into before anything further is done.

However, I will await your further advice before taking any
action myself, Meanwhile, I am acknowledging to Mrs. Tweedy receipt
of her letter, and advising her that I am forwarding it through
channels for study.

/s/ Lon Garrison
Lemuel A. Garrison
Superintendent

Enclosures

1Q
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

1953 JUN :—_g‘lAﬂ’,lWiE SERVICE

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Superintendent, Big Bend
From: Regional Direetor
Subjeet: Old Fort Davis, Texas
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Cc Dr. Glenn E. Stone

The Homorable Lyddon Johmson
United States Semate
Washington, .D. C.

Dear Semator Johnson:

Recently ve had the opportunity to visit the Big Bend National Park.
We have lived in this southwestern area for over 35

seen most of the places of interest. But we had not seen the Big Bend
National Park yet, and even though all our friends who hed seem it told
us we would be very disappointed vhich they were, we still waated to see
it for ocurselves. How right they were! I have mever seen

and
The past two week ends we have drivem/to Ft. Davis and around there to
plcaic and relax. The canyons, Limpia, Maders, The Secenic Loop, The
Obsersatory, the old Fort itself, had wmany many and
enjoying the besuty of the country. It is hard to find a spot that is
not already taken. [

And so it is that I am interested in wondering why the govermment has set
aside the Big Bend country as & national park and why it has not developed
old Port Davis as a historic site and matural scenic spot. Would appreciate
your ansver.

Sincerely,
/8/ Glemn E. Stone
Glenn E. Stone




TEXAS
UNITED STATES SENATE
OFFICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER
WASHINGTON, D. C.
August 13, 1953
Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a comeunication which I have received from
one of my constituents. I will eppreciate your giving serious
consideration to this qroblu, based on its merits.

Please let me have as prompt a reply as possible, returning
the enclosure, in order that I can inform the writer.

Sincerely,

/8/ Lyndon B. Johanson

Lyndon B+ Johnson

Office of the Director
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. €.

XL1k15 BIEE
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$ Regionel Director, Region Three
Chief Historian

From:
Bubject: HNational Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings: Fhotographs

o Bre Byle, Tome

We do not find in our files the negatives of Fort Davis

(SGD) HERBERT E. KAHLER
Chief Historian

In duplicate

Copy to: de/
Historic Sites Survey

JLittleton: je:11/24/58



FORT DAVIS, TEXAS

April 2, 1959
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Flease let me hemr your thoughts om this, and feel free

to call on me if you need additional information.

With kindest regards.

Sincerely,

J. 7.
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Sincerely yours,

Ernst

{sgd) Roger ..



COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
House of Representatives, U. S.

Washington, D. C.

June 17, 1959

Mr. Conrad Wirth, Director
National Parks Service,
Department of the Interior,
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Conrad:

I ran across two pictures in the El Paso Times
edition of June lith of a very distinguished gentleman
named Conrad Wirth, so I am sending them along. I
hope you enjoyed your Texas visit.

Conrad, noting that you met with members of the
Fort Davis Historical Society and that you discussed the
history survey being conducted under Mission 66, I would
appreciate having a report from you as to what you told
them with relation to Old Fort Davis. As you know, I
have received inquiries on this in the past and I'd like
to be kept informed of your statements down there as I
will surely be approached on the subject in the future.
Also, if you have any special knowledge to impart con-
cerning the Big Bend National Park after your trip, I'd
be most interested to hear about it.

With best wishes and kindest personal regards,
I am,

Sincerely,

(Sgd.) WaIEEWCEFPEAAXX
~ J. ®. Rutherford
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We are retuwning herewith Professor Eloom's letter to you.

Sincerely yours,

{sgd) Roger ., Ernst

Assistant secretary of the Interior

Hon. Lyndon B. Johmson
United States Semate
25, b. C.

Copy to:

L
"

Asst. Seey., Pub. Land Mgut.

Div. of

fige- pRikies uiBBrBlToe Ve inc. lars.
History)”

Branch of

REAppleman: gr: 2-26-60

Mr. L.
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NOV 25 1960

L58-IBH

, + B N
Hon. J. T. Rutherford A6H6 \é 7),
House of Representatives

Washington 25, D.
Dear Mr. Rutherford:

We are glad to comply with your request of November 16 for a
transcript of the action taken by the Advisory Board on National
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments at its recent

meeting of September 17-22 concerning Fort Davis, Texas. A
transcript of the Board's action follows:

Fort Davis, Texas

"WHEREAS, the Advisory Board on National Parks,
Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, in October 1959,
classified Fort Davis, Texas, as possessing exceptional
value in commemorating amd illustrating the history of
the United States during the period of the extension of
the national boundaries 1830-1898, and

"WHEREAS, the Board concurs in the findings of the
National Park Service that Fort Davis is suitable for
establishment as a unit of the National Park System,

"The Board therefore recommends: that Fort Davis be
authorized for acquisition and establishment in the National
Park System as Fort Davis National Historic Site. The
Board expresses its hope that such legislation will be
enacted by the 87th Congress."

We shall be glad to give you any further information you may need
on this subject.

Sincerely yours,

(SGD) E. T. SCOYEN

Acting Director
Copy to: DCCO

M PRS 3621
us

DL (2)

Regional Director, Region Three.)

Mr. L. Diederich. )W/e of ine.

Branch of History. / )

REApplemgn : }1-31-60




Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my bill, H. R. 10352,
authorizing the establishment of a national historic site
at Old Fort Davis in Jeff Davis County, Texas.

I would sppreciate it if you would let me have
a copy of the transcript of the action of the Advisory

Board on National Parks on Fort Davis at its recent meeting
on this matter.

Thanking you for this courtesy, I am
Sincerely,

signed/ J. 7. RUTHERFORD

COPY
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- ADDITIONAL SITES RECOMMENDED FOR HISTCRIC

| Sevéﬁtyvadditidﬁal sites have been declared elf
:Historic Landmark étatué,fSecretary of the Interiér

.The'sites possessing exceptional historic and a
111 described in six new “themé studies" in the Nat
coyeriné all the majér périods-of‘human history_in_.

" Political and Militery Affairs, 1783-1830; The Civi

"Sub—thémes'under.WpstWard'Expansion and Exiensicn'éf

\merica.

@EP[MF&WBEMF 0 FG’JE [NJ‘U’ER[I@L&

IﬂUWDfHML477CXV SE?? ICH?

'LANCMARK STATU3
gibie_for.Hegistcred‘Naticnal
Fred A, Seatou'annoﬁnced teday.,

rcheological velue are amcng

lonal. Park Service series

The six studies are:

] War, 1861-1865; and four

-the Nationallﬁcundaries;

A'cntltled The Santa Fe Trall Thp Fattlemen Emplre

; Mllltazy,and Irilan Affalrﬁ,_

snd The Texss Revolution and the Wsr W1th Mexico, 18

20-1853,

] Netlonal Park Serv1co Dlrector Conrsd L, Wirth
41 are glready represented in the Park Service and f
teen recommended by the Advisory Bcard on National §
~and Monuments as eligible for Registered National Hj

1

) The National Registry of Historic Landmarks ws
and established by the National Park. Service in Octg
studies coverlng the- English, French, and Spanish EX
Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775; and
" 1763-1830 were announced.
eligible for Landmark status and the remsinder elrpa

or having PGPGIVPd Federal recognltlon

.The National Registry of Hismoric Landmarks ig
_endorse the preservation and. protection cf structurs
by States, other public agencies, or histecrical soci
owners of historic landmerks to meintain them,

{

" A total of 124 sSites were

gaid that, of the 11l sites,

he remaining 70 sites have’

arks, Historic Sites, Bui ldlﬁ&y
storlc Landmark status. '

s approved by Secretary Seatcr
ber of this year. ‘Five theme
ploration and Settlement the
The Advance of the’ Frontler,
recommended, with 92 declarea
dy in the Natlnnal Park qu

desigred 10 recognize and
s and 3ites now administerad
eties and to encourage private’



The HeglatrJ is an outgrowth of the Natlonal S

hrvey of Historic Sites and

- Buildings program of the National Park Service, This program was authorlzed by

~ the Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for

archeologlcal sites, buildings, and objects for . the
.pOssess. exceptional- value as. commemorating or 1llus
United States "o

a "survey of historic and ‘
purpose of determining which
trating the history of the

Admlnlstrators of" 31tes found ellglble for Landmark status may apply to the
‘National Park Service for such recognition and will| receive a certificate.-

Arrangements are also be1ng ‘made to make avallable

Descriptlve summarles of the 81tes 1n the pres

a sultab le marker.

=ntly announced ‘theme studles o

‘are attached, A list of themes under study is also{attached, Addltional studies‘.

- owill be.announced‘from_timeftO‘time.” The Various.t
- published for public distribution. Only reading co

X XX

‘BN, 8s281.60 2

heme studies may "later be
pies are\currently avallable




NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTCRIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

List of Themes, Subthemes,
‘and Special Studiesj ‘

R Prehlstorlc Hunters and Gatherers
II. Early Indian Farmers-
III. ‘Indian Villages and Communities
IV. Spanish Exploration and Settlement :
- Special Study: Spanish Colcniel kites in the Panama
' o Canal Zone
-V, French Eyplora*ion and Settlement .
VI. English Exploration and Settlement td 1700
: VII. Dutch and Swedish Exploration and Se tlement
- VIIT. Contact with the Indians”
- IX. Development of the English Colonles, 1700-1775
- .- X. The War for Independence _
"~ XI. The Advance of the Frontier, 1763-1830
‘Subtheme: The Lew1s and Clark Expedition
Speciél Study: Lincoln State Par and Nancy Hanks Llncoln
B " State Memorial _
- XIT. _Polltlcal and Military Affairs, 1783 1830
“XIII. Political and Military Affairs, 1830:+1860
" XIV.'-The Civil War, 1861-1865 '
XV, Westward Expansion and Extension of the Natlonal Boundarlea
- to the Pacifie, 1830~ 1898
~ Subthemes: The Santa Fe Trail
' C The Mining Frontier
The Cattlemen' s Empire
: - The Farming Frontier
SR , Military and Indian Affairs
' Spe01al btudy Foxt Bowie
. ®*  Fort Davis ;
The Texas Revolution nd the War with Mexico,:”
: -1820-1853.
- The Fur Trade Era
" Special Study: Tk
Overland- Mlgratlons 0
West.
.Great Explorers of the West
Transportation and Communication |
' Spe01al Study: Pr montory bummlt (Golden
- o - Spike) .
Special ltudy: The Hubbell Tradl g Post

Bailly Homestead
‘the Trans-Mississippi



XVI.

XVII.
XVIIT.
KIX.

X1

XXII,

Indlgenous Peoples -and Cultures

Travel and Communlcation

- .Commerce,. Industry, and Agrlculture "f' o g
al Resources

' Development and. Conservatlon of Nat

The Arts and Sclences
Subthemes: .Education ‘
o ‘ ~ Architecture S
Literature, Painting "and Sculpture
: . Inventions and Scien ific ‘Discoveries
P011t1cal and Military Affairs after 1865
' Spec1a1 Study:- Fort De Soto :
R " Hawaii .
moo . n . Alagka:

':Social and Humanitarian Movements.



Political and wilitary Affaivs, 1783-183J

" In-the study of Political and Militery Affairs) 1783-183C, 3:
* sites have been recognized. as possessing exceptional value.
Twenty-31x of these, nct administered by the Natiomal Park Service,
 are eligible to receive certlflcates as Reglst red Natlona1
_ Hlstorlc Landmarks as. follows '

1. Maryland State House, Annapolis, Maryhand ' This was the
meeting place of the Continental Congress| 1783-1784; scene

-of the ratification of the Treaty ending the Revolutionary

- War and of ‘Géneral George Washlngton s repignation as Ccmmander-
in-Chief; scene of the conference which resulted in the calling
of the Constltutlonal Conventlon of 1787, State owned.

2. 014 State House, Hartford, COnnectlcug. An architectursl
monumwent, this is an early public building de31vned by Charles
‘Bulfinch and one-of the best restored civiic structures of

“the Federal period. Owned by the city of Hartiord

famed architectural monument is called the master work of
Charles Bulfinch, "It is a superb example of civil architecture
in the early years of the Republic. State owned :

" 3. Massachusetts State House,'Bostdn,g%%saChusetts.' This

4. City Hall. New York City. -This structure,lwhichAhas
_considerable architectural significance, [tells the story of
-.municipal administration in New York City|, and is associated.
. with important political and military afflairs and public figures. =
8ince its erection in 1811. Owned by the city of New York,

5. United States Capitol, Washington, D..C. This structure
has been the seat of the Congress of the |[United States since
1800, with one.brief interruption. It ig not only a key"

~structure as3001ated with the historic dgvelopment of the
Nation, but is &lso-a building of architdctural and artistic .

- interest., Federal ownership. . . '

6, The White House; Washington, D. C. {onsidered to be .the

- most 'important résidence in the United States, the White House
has been the hcme of every president sinde the administration
of John Adams in 18C0. Federal ownership. o




7. Dctegon'House, Wash'néten, D. C. The Octagon,ﬂbuilf in
'1798-180C is.a superb example of an 18th cerjtury colonial town

- house. It was designed by Dr. Wllllam Thornton, architect of

the U. S. Capitol. Occupied temporarlly in (1814 by President
YMadison, after the destruction of the White.[House, it was the
scene of the signing of the ratification of [the Peace Treaty -
ending the War of 1812. (Owned by the American Institute of
Architects. : - a , o

8. Decatur Houge, Washington, D..C. This drchitectural

- monument is one of the finest examples of .a [Georgian town house:

'in Washington, and for a short time it was the home of naval:
hero Stephen Decatur._ Owned by the Natlona Trust for Historic -

: Preservatlon in the United States. ' S

9. - Tudor'Place; WashlnztdnL D. C' Thls gt cture, of great
architectural significance, had important historical

'~ associations with the families of George Was 1ngton and Robert E.
Lee. Privately owned.

St ‘John's Eplscopal Church WashlnatonA D. C. This -
notable example of late Federal architectur was designed by -
. the American architect. Ben jamin Latrobe. B cause of its situa-

tion on Lafayette Square, opposite the White| House, this- Church
.has served many of the Presidents and has become known as "The
, Church of the Pre51dents " Owned by 3t. Jo “s Parlsh

: 11 0ld City Hall (District . Court House), Washingjon;-D. c.
One of the. finest examples of Greek revival architecture in-
'Washlngton, this structure is one of the ear{liest Federal
buildings erected in the city, and George Halifield, one pf_thef
-architects of the Capitol, designed the strugture. Scene of
notable trials of national interest. Federaﬁ ownership.

-12. Mount Vernon.. Fairfax COuntv,»Virglnla.' Home of George’
Washington, Commander-in-Chief of Patriot forces during the

" Revolution and outstanding statesman, serving as first President
- of the United States. Owned by the Mount Vernon Ladies
A85001at10n v . o

13. Mggjicello' near Charlottesville, Virginia. A classiec
example of American architecture, Monticello|was the home of
President Thomas Jefferson, This structure was a place of
pllgrlmage for. the great and humblé who adm1 ed Jefferson 8
character and accompllshments Owned by the| Thomas Jef"erson
~ Memorial Foundatlon - :



- 14. Gunston Hall, Fairfax County, Virginias. This structure,.
a colonial architectural gem, is a liv1ng monumenit to George .
Mason, noted for his. constitutional papers of bsgic importance . .
in American history, including the "Virginia Declaration of.
Rights" of- 1776,  which was in part an inspiration for the
- Declaration of Independence and the Federal Bill |of Rights.
Owned by the Commonwealth of V1rg1n1a and adminigtered by the
. National Society.ef Colonial Dames of America, .

15.. Montpelier, Orange County; Vlrglnla This important
structure was the home of- ‘Pretident James Madisor] for 76 years,
including -19 years of. hlS retirement after he se ived as President
"of the United States. Privately owred. ,

iking historic
t James Monroe.
famed Monroe

16. Qak Hill, Loudoun‘Countv, Virginia. This s
residence is a monument to the memory of Preside

The structure has an 1mportant relatlonshlp to t

Doctrine issued. during Monrcc's last term in the White House,

and exist1ng records show that he outlined the' i as for this

_ great. state paper in a letter written from Oak Hill., Privately
owned. ) .

17. Jehn Marshall House, Richmond, Vlrglnla Fo 45 years, thls
was:the home of the famed Chief Justice, John Marshall, during his
distlngulshed Judicial career, sessions of the Co t were so held
that Marshsll was to spend -much of his time at. this structure in
Rlchmond where many of his important opinions on constitutional
questions were unuoubtedly wrltten.- Owned by the| city of '
'Rlchmond : - : '

18, The Hermitage, near Nashville, Teﬁnessee. “Fbr ever 40 years,
during which Andrew Jackson rose from a frontier militia commander

. to the Presidency, he made his home at the Hermlt ge. Owned and

administered by the Ladles Hermitage Assoc1ation, Nashville, .
'»Tennessee.-

- 19. 'Ashland, lexington, Kentucky. Home of the distinguished
American political leader, Henry Clay, the present structure
‘appesrs to have been in.part reconstructed after his ‘desth in
1852, Owned by the Henry Clay Memorial Foundation,

20. Fort Hill, Pickens County, South Carolina. - This structure, .
_the home of John. C, Calhoun -during the last 25 years of his life
ig a flttlng memorial to the great American political leader..

Owned by the State of South. Carollna, it is located on the
campus of Clemson Agrlcultural College, and is administered by
the John C. Calhoun Chapter, United Daughters of {he Confederacy.



CR21. Grouseland, Vlncenneu, Ind:ana. ' The hom of ‘William
_Henry Harrison, 1804-1812, during which period he was ,
Territorial Governor of Indiana, and a foremoqt defender- of
_ white settlement .against the Indian tribes at empting to

block wegtward expansion.of the United States. From .
‘"Grouseland," in September 1811, Harrison undertook the -
_offen81ve Whlch reached its climax at the ‘Battle: of Tlppecanoe,.
which destroyed the forces of the famous Indi 1 leader, Tecumseh; .
a victory which influenced the campaign. of Hanrison ‘for the -
. Presidency thirty years later, ‘Owned and adm"lstered by the
Francis Vigo Chapter, Daughterb of the Americ Revolutlon,
'Vincennes, Indiana._- . :

Hamilton Grggge, New York cltx. Built in 1801, this
structure was the only home ever owned by Alexander Hamilton,

a-major draftsman and proponent of -the Federal| Constitutionm, - :
-and foremcst -architect of American financial pollcy in the
* first eritical years of the Federal Union. It|is -onme of the
- few Federal period structures surviving in New York City. OWned
by the American bcenlc and Hlstorlc Preservatlan;Society.

123 Sprlngfield Armory, §pr1ngfield, Massachu;etts. This is

the United States Government's oldest manufacturlng arsenal
and the site of the decisive defeat of rebelllous farmers in
Shay's Rebelllon, 1786 87. Federal ownershlp

United Ststes M111tarx Academx, West . P01nt. New York.
_ Establlshed in 1802, the United States. Milltar§ Academy has -

" been in continuous existence since that time aﬁd is noted for
training the officers who have developed and commanded the
regular Army egtablishment of the United utates.. Troops have.
been stationed at West Point since January, 1778 making it the -
‘oldest permanently occupled military post in the country. Federal o
_ownership, : : :

5. Frlgate angf*ththr_ﬁgﬂgaqh, MaSSachuSetﬁs; This famed

..vessel, "0ld Iromsides," is a stirring symbol of “American naval

history. Although extensively restored,. it hag retained: its
lines and characteristics, and has never lost ilts identity as
a commissioned ship of the United States Navy.'| Launched in

- 1797, it was involved in the naval war with France, 1798- 1800

- ‘and made a brilllant record 1n the War of 1812, Federal :

o ownershlp.

26. Plattsburgh Bay, Plattgburgh. New York S ene of the
decisive victory of. American naval forcesg. over the British .
squadron, which won control of Lake Champlain- i ‘the War of 1812 .
"‘Cumberland Head, overlooking the scene of thls amed naval action, -
is owned by the State of New York : : s



In addltlon, eight 31tes are repreoented and interbreted in the V
~Nat10nal Park System, ag follows: .

Federal Hall National Memorial, New York

Independence National Historlcal Park, Pelnsylvania..

Adems National Historic Site, MassachusetI .

"Fort Washington, National Cepital Parks, near Washlngton, D C.
Perry's Victory and International Peace Memcrial National
Monument, Ohio.

Fort McHienry National: Monument and Historic Shrlne, Maryland
Chalmette National Historical Park, Loulsﬂana. .
Castle €linton National Monument, New York

vu\\;)!\u—r
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 The Civil War, 1861-1864

AThe Advigory Board on Natlonal Parks, Hlstorlc Sites, Bulldlngs,,-
and Monuments has recognized 39 sites as posse sing exceptional.
value in this period of American hlstory.v Founteen of these,
"not administered by the Natiional Park Seryice, are ellglble to .
receive certificates as Reglstered Natlonal Hl tor1c Landmarks. _
"These are as Pollows ' : . : '

l. Confederate Capitol, Montgomery . ‘First;Capitold
-of the Confederacy - 8till used as Alabam State_Capitol‘
State owned ' ' o

2. Fort Morqan Moblle .Alabama. Commemcrates the famous
battle sealing off one of the last two Confederate’ ports7
In. this sea battle, Admiral Farragut uttered the famous
words,'"Damn the torpedoes - full speed aread'" .State QWned.

_ 3. Lincoln Homel_ﬁprlnpfield Illin01s JThls 51mple'frame
"~ house gaw the emergence of ‘Lincoln from pasition of a small
‘town lawyer to that of . a natlonal figure. State owned.-

. Llncoln Tomb A§pr1ngf1eld Illln01s;. A mOV1ng.memorlal
‘symbolizing the legacy-of compession, r0'trage,. and under-
standing which Abraham Lincoln left to thé Union he preserved
State owned PN

5. U. S. Grant. Home State Memorlal Galeda, I1linois. :
s Presented to General Grant by the city 1n%recogn1tlon of hls

: mllltery service, this was. Grant's home before he became
president; again in 1879, and for two yearns follow1ng.
"State owned .

6. Nancy Hanks Lincoln State Memorlal Lincoln Cltyi_Indlana.
The home of Abraham Lincoln. in hlS early cdhildhood, State owned.»

7. Perryville Battlefield, Perryyllle Kentucky. Cllmax of
-_fthe Confederate invasion of Kentucky State OWned . o

8. Fort Jackson and. Fort St.: Ehlllp, Lou 51ana.‘ Failure of .
Fort Jackson to stop the Union Navy caused the Confederacy '
" to lose New Orleans. Fort St. Philip alsqg played a gallant -
part in the fight. agalnst Farragut's fleet] in 1862 Privately o
owned ' S :




9. Franklin Battlefield, Franklin, Tennessee. Here, General.
Hood shattered the Ccnfederate Army of the Tennessee -in
‘their attacks on his strongly posted Union force.. -Owned by.

- -an assooiatlon..- : R

10. Confederate Ca 1tol Ricnmond Vlr ihia. For nea'ly four
years, this building, designed by Thomas|Jefferson, served as
the Confederate capitol State. owned.

11. Five Forks Battlefield Dinwiddie Cohnth7V1rg1nia Here
Grant outflanked the Confederate Army to|force Lee from the
Richmond Pettersburg defenses. Prlvatel owned

12. Fort Menroe, Virginia. The nearest- ontinuously—held Union
stronghold to the Confederate capital. This fort witnessed

- the historic fight between the U.'S. S. Monitor and the C.S.S.

' Virginia (Merrimac). Administered by the U. S. Army.

- 13, White House of the Confederacy, Richhiond, Virginia
Served as the Executive Mansion of the Confederacy durlng the

' nearly-four years of President. Jefferson|Davis' residence 1n
Richmond -Cwned by an associatlon. '

— O

1. Lee Chapel Lex1ngton Vinginia. In
Lee and members of his family are buried
contains Lee's office as President of Wai
University. Owned by the University.

thiS’chapel;”Robert E:
The -chapel also.
hihgton and Lee

o

eptional value are
They are as follows

In additiong 2§=sites:iecognizedvas having ex
already included in the National Park System.|

 Abraham Lincoln National Historical
Antietam National Battlefield Site,
Appomattox Court House National His
. Brices Cross Roads National Battlef
.. Chickamauga and Chattanooga Natlona
- and Tennessee. -
Custis-Lee Mansion National Memoria
- Fort Donelson National Military Park,
Fort Jefferson National Monument, F
“ Fort Pulaski National Monument, Geo
0. Fort Sumter National Monument, Sout
1. Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania Nat
_ Virginia.
12, Gettysburg National Military Park ennsylvania.. :
13. Herpers Ferry National Monument Maryland-West Virginia.
14. House Where Lincoln Died National Memorial, D, C. -
'15. Kennesaw Mountain National Battlefield: Park Georgia

Park Kentucky.
Maryland,- ‘ -
orieal Park, Virginia
eld_51te ‘Mississippi.
‘Military Park, Georgia

S W N

,Vnghﬁa;
Tennessee.
OI‘ ida.
gia.
Carolina.
onal Militaly Park
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S 25, Vlcksburg Natlonal M111tary Park

L.C.
. C.

16, Lincoln Memorizl National Memorial
17." . Lincoln Museum National Memorial,
18, 'Manassas National Battlefield Park
 19. Pea Ridge National Military Park,
20, Petersburg National Military Park,
21.. Richmond Natlonal Battlefield Park
'22;. Shiloh National Military Park, Ten
23. Stones River National Military Par
24.. “Tupelc National Battlefield Site,

kansas.
Virginia.
‘Virginia.
essee.
,'TenneSSee,

'Vlrglnla. S



~ The Sarnvs b‘e Trail - Wesuma*d Exper.sich-and szenqlon of . fhe
Nat;onal Bouudarles ‘to the Pacific," 18)0 1398 . :

‘In ‘the subtheme study of the Santa Fe. Tra11 in’ the Natlonal Survey
of Historic Sites ‘and Buildings, six sites ‘have|been recognied as
- possessing- eYCeptlonal value. - Five of these, not administered by .

_the National Park Service, are eligible to recelve ‘certificates -
as Reglstered Natlonal Hlstoric Landmarks as follows- '

1. Bent's 0ld Fort Colorado. Built about 1833 on the- north
bank of the Arkansas River at the southern boundary of what .
‘was ther the United States, this post was in the heart of the:
Southern Plains tribes and on the route of[the Mountain Branch.
of the Santa Fe Trail. Until after the end of the Mexican
War, it was easily the most important p01nt on the Trail
between the Missouri frontier settlements and the Spanish- -
‘Mexican settlements at Santa Fe and in the'Rio Grande Valley
.State owned . :

2. Fort Larned, Kansas. - Built in 1860-1861- by ‘the United
States Army, this post became the most impprtant military -
’establlshment on the eastern part of the Santa Fe Trail and
was a base‘for military protection of the Trail against . :

hostile Southern Plains Indians during the| 1860's and 1870's.
Prlvately owned _ . S

3. Raton Pass, Colorado., - This defile ‘thrbugh the Raton
Mountains was one of the most difficult and yet important sites

on the Mountaln Branch of the Santa Fe Trail. - It became h

increasingly important during the Mexican War and in the perlod‘
- of the Civil War when hostilities of the Qouthern Plains

Indians almost halted traffic over the more exposed Cimarron
'Cut off Route eastward State and private ownershlp

4o anta Fe Plaza ea New. Mexico. The commercial and
. social center of the Plaza Area in Santa Fe, in the heart of the
.capitol of Northern Mexico, may be considered as the .end of the
Santa Fe Trail.. State, city, and private bwnership.

5. Wagon Bed Springs, Kansas. ThlS spring, sometlmes called
- Lower Cimarron Springs, on the Cimarron. River afforded the
first water during the dry season in the 6C-mile stretch of
the desert or Cimarron Cut-off Route of the Santa Fe Trail after
" crossing and .leaving. thé Arkanses River. It was the objective L
and stopping place of all travelers over the Desert Route ‘of
the Trail, Prlvate ownership. _ 5 S
In addltlon, one s1te is represented and 1nterpreted in the Natlonal
Park System. This is Fort Union National Monudent New Mexico.



Ihe Pattlemen'" Empire -~Westwaro Expan31on and Exten31on o’ the
fNatlonal Boundarles to the Paclflc, 1830-1898

In the. Cattlemen ] Emplre, subtheme study of the Nat10na1 Survey
-of Historic Sites and Buildings, five sites: have been recognized
as possess1ng exceptlonal value. Four of these, not, administered
" by the National Park Serv1ce, are eligible to receive certlflcates
as Registered Natlonal Hlstorlc Landmarks, as follows"

1, Grant Xohrs Ranch, Moritana. Thls ranch in Deer Lodge Vallevf
. Was one. of ‘the first in Montana, beglnning abeut 1853, and in
the succeeding decades of the 1860's, 1870's, and 1880's, its
owrer, Conrad Kohrs, became ore of the mogt famous cattlemen .
~of the Northwest and contributed s1gn1flcant1y in breedlng up
_the beef herds in that part of the country, Prlvately owned..

‘.72. _A_Ranch Texas Thls ranch w1th headquarters in. the Paio
.Duro Canyon of the Texas Panhandle, was pqrhaps the ‘most fampus
of several associated with Charles Goodnight, trail blazer,

" frontiersman, and great pioneer. cattleman}of the Southwest..

- With John A.Adair, he built the JA Ranch spread to 700,000 -
" acres in-‘the 1870's and ran 40,000 cattle. In subsequent years,
this progressive cattleman improved the stock, introducing fine
Hereford blood into the Longhorn herds, a qd organized Stockmen's
-a35001at10ns 1o bring order into the Open Range 1ndustry.
’ Prlvately OWned : :

3. Llncoln, New Mexico. . One of the best preserved of the 618
'cow towns, ‘county seat of vast Lincoln County when it cowprlsed
- nearly one-fourth of New Mexico, and center of the Lincoln
County War which featured the Chisum, Tunstall, ‘McSween, Billy
the Kid faction against tm=NMrphy-Dolan group and involved Lew
Wallace, ‘author of Ben Hur, whlch he was writing at the tlme.
'fgState and private ownershlp ' ; .

4. Tom Sun. Ranch' Wvomlng. An unusually well preserved ranch
layout on the Sweetwater River near DeV1ls Gate, on the.0ld Oregon
“Trail, and typical of the medium sized ranches of the Open Range
perlod Prlvate ownership.‘ S

In add1t1on, one s1te is represented and. 1nterp eted in the Natlonal _
Park System, : This is: Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park, North
" Dakota. The Jackson Hole country in Grand Teto National Park, '
Wyoming, also has associations with the Cattlem.n s Empire,



~ ownership have been recognized as possessing

Mllltary &nd Ind1an Affuirs - Vestward Expansﬂon and exten31on of the
Natlonal ‘Boundaries to ‘the Pacifice, 1830 1898 A

In the Military and Indian Affairs subtheme study of the Naticral

- Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings, 12 sites in non-Federal =
ceptional value for -
the purpose of commemorating and 111ustruting.the hlstory of *he
Unlted States. - These sites dre the. follow1ng :

‘lished in 1862 by the California Volunteers during -the Civil
"War to control a key water source in the prlzona desert, was a’
strategically located post in the pass through the Chiricahus
Mountains of Arizéna on one of the early land important travel
routes from the Rio Grande t¢ California. It was located in
the homeland of the Chiricahua Apache Indians, and during the .

- 1860's, 1870's, and 1880's it was identiffed with the
Chiricahua wars led bty Cochise, Geronlmo, Natchez, and other -
hostile leadérs that spread terror throughout the Southwest
Federal and private ownershlp.

1. Fort Bow1e and Apache gass, Q;lzgn .%rFort_BOWie,'estab-:'

2. Hubbell-Trading.Post, Arizona. Dating from 1878 this

pest under-the:guidance,qf'its founder, John Lorenzo Hubbell,
~ became ‘the most important trading post.in| the Navajo Reserva-
- tion and through its influence caused rug| weaving among the -
.‘Navajos to beccme an ever 1ncre351ng activity and means of

economic livelihood. It has had a.continuous, unbroken .
’ hﬂstory of benevolent influence -among the Navajos and is the -
‘Aoldest surviving post 8111l among them. PriVately'owned.

3. Fort Smith, Arkansas. The flrst fort{at the junction of
the Poteau and - Arkansas Rivers dates from| 1817 and :a~ estab-
lished because of the removal of the Cherokees and other
" Indiens from the Southeast to beyond the Mississippi adjacent
_ tc the powerful Osage trite. A second fo't was established
~here in 1838 and continued to play a. part|in the frontier
.hestory of the country and-was a factor,»éncludlng Judge Isaac

Parker's Court, in Indian relations and law enforcement for the
- next half ¢dentury. City of Fort Sm;th an prlvate ownership.

: - 'Fort Larried, Kansas. Datlng from’ 1859 ‘this fort was the

'_'most important post guarding the northern|part of the Santa Fe
Trail, and for more. than a decade was a base for operatlons o
against hostile Indians on the central plains, including
Cheyenne, Klowa, Arapaho and Comanche. vérlvately ~wned,




8. Fort Gibson, “Oklahona a. Established 1

5. -Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. - This post [was- established in
_ 1827 and has been in continuous use ever |since, Its -
‘original purpose was to guard the Santa Re Trail and it was

the starting point for supplying most of |the western frontier
mllitary establishments. beyond the Missouri, and was the base
. for. many:- mllitary explorations to. the wegtern plains. and -the
'Rockies. From it General Kearny's Army. af the West set out
for the conquest of - New Mexico in the War with Mexico. It
-~ remains today one of the most.important qilitary establlshments
- in the country. Federally owned, Army.

6, Fort Snpellin Minnesota. Establish d in 1819 at the
strategically located juncture of the Mlgnesota and MlSSlssippi
Rivers, ‘this fort was -one of: the early western forts estab- - -

~'lished after the War of 1812 to protect the western frontier
-‘and guarded a vast extent of territory reaching from the - . -

Missouri River to the Great-Lakes, For more than a third of a

century it was the most northwesterly military establishment in

the United States. Indian Affairs with the powerful Sioux and

Chippewa tribes for several decades were llargely conducted from

and under the protection of the fort. The Army abandoned the

" post in'1946' Federal ownershlp, Veter s Administration. -
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9, Fert_3:i11, Oklahoma., Established in 1870 to control the
hostile southern plains tribes, particularly the Kiowa and
Comanche, this fort was actively identifiﬁd with the pacifica-
tion and control of these tribes during the 1870's-1890's, and
from 1870 to 1878 was the Kiowa-Comanche |Agency. In 1911 the
post became the Artillery School and is %till active as one of
the most important U, S, military establishments. Federally
owned, U, S. Army.

10. Fort Belknap, Texas. Established in 1851 following' the
Mexican War when the Texas frontier was being ravished by
Camanche-Kiowa raids, Fort Belknap became the key post in a
chain of outer, border posts to protect e exposed frontier.
During the 1850's and 1860's it bore the prunt of retaliatory
action against the southern marauding tribes. Owned by Young
County and administered by Fort Belknap Society. :

|

11. Fort Davis, Texas. Established in 1854 in the Davis
Mountains north of the Big Bend, this fort guarded the junc-
tion of the trails from 3an Antonio to El| Paso and 3anta Fe
and maintained surveillance over the principal Rio Grande
crossing sites used by hostile Indian wariparties. The post
wag an important station on the southern overland route to
California travelled by stage coaches and|emigrants and played
a continuing role in protecting the routes of travel in the
trans-Pecos country. In 1879-1880 it played an important part
in the costly campaign against Victoric and his War Spring
Apaches. Privately owned,

12. Fort Phil Kearny and Related Sites (Fetterman Massacre,
Wagon Box Fight, Bozeman Trail), Wyoming. Established in

1866 by Col. Henry B. Carrington at the eastern base of the Big
Horn Mountains in the heart of the Sioux country north of the
Oregon Trail to protect the Government Bozeman Trail to the
Montana mining settlements, this fort was |the focus of the Red
Clcud War in the next two years which resylted in driving the
military from the area and the abandonment of the Bozeman -
Trail forts, the only time hostile Indian action compelled the
Government to relinquish control of an aréa it had set out to
protect. Among the actions fought in the |[shadow of Fort Phil
Kearny were the Fetterman "Massacre" in wqich Capt. William J.
Fetterman and 80 men in his command were killed to the last
man, and the Wegon Box Fight, one of the most noted engage-
ments in the history of plains warfare. uring the two years
of its existence the post was held in a state of virtual siege
by hostile Sioux. State and private ownerghip, with small
Federal holding at Fetterman site. ‘



The ma*lonal Park aervlce presently adminlsters 8ix zederally .
owned. areas associated with Military ard Indian Affairs, 1830-1898.
The six. establlshed areas in the Natlonal Park System are the ’
following ' : <

Blg Hole Battlefleld Natlonal Monument, ‘Montena
Custer Battlefield.National Monument, Montana
Fort Laramie National Historic Site,. Wycming
. Fort Union Naticnal Monument, New Mexico’
Lava Beds Natlonal Mbnument (Captaln Jack's btrongholﬂ),"
California. '
‘ Whitman Natlonal Mbnument, Washlngton.
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‘The 1 exas Revolutlon and the Mex1can War - Westward Expah=1on and
Exten31on of the Natlonal Boundarles to the Ppcific, 1830—1898

In the Texas Revolutlon ‘and the War with M9x1 o, subtheme study of
The National Survey of Hlstorlc ‘Sites and Builldings, nine sites ,
have been recognized as possessing exceptionall value for the purpose
of commemorating and illustrating the hlStO ‘of the United States.
These 81tes are %he follow1ng : ‘
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lished in San Antonio

illiam B. Travis'.

man on March 6, 1836, -
,000 men breached the

rontlersmen

r the Alamo" became.a
ship; custodianship,

1. The Alamo, Texas. In the Alamo, whi
the San Antonio de Valero Mission, est
in 1718 by Franciscan Friars, Lt. Col, V
force of 183 men were killed to the last
when Santa- Anna'sg Nex1can army- of about
-walls. Among the killed defenders were’
“James Bowie and David Crockett. "Rememb
‘battle cry among the Texans. -State owne
Daughters of the Republic of Texas.

. 2+ San Jacinto Battlefield, Texas. Genpral Sam Houston on

- April 21, 13836, won the decisive-engagement of the Texas Revo-
lution against a numerically superior fopce of Mexicans under
General Santa Anna,- capturing the latter| and resulting in the .
independence of Texas from Mexico. Stat ownership; adminis- _
“trated by the State Parks Board and.the San Jacinto Museum of
‘History Association. ‘

3. Fort Brown, Texas. General Zachary [aylor's army
constructed earthworks in March 1846 on the north side. of the
Rio Grande opposite the Mexican town of Matamoros. In the

- series of maneuvers and battles resulting in Palo Alto ‘and _
_Resaca de la Palma, a Mexican force besieged this fortificatior.
during Taylor's absence, and Maj. Jacob Brown, the commander,

. was mortally wounded in his successful defense of the works,

" which was subsequently named for him. later and second fort
was built nearby in 1868. 'City of Brownsville and private
ownershlp ' ' ' '

4. Palo Alto Battlefleld) Texas. On M 8, 1846, General
Zachary Taylor engaged the Mexican army jin this battle, a few
miles north of present day Brownsville. | It was the first
sizeable battle of the war, resulting .in| the repulse of the
'-attacnlng Mex1cans, and led to their retreat toward the Rio
~ Grande.  Private ownership.




19. Resaca de. la Palma Battleflelaz Texas,  The general
 engagement between Taylor & American force and the Mexican
* ‘army, begun on May 8 at Palo Alto, continued the next day, - -
May 9, 1846, at the Resaca de la. Palma, a few miles closer to
the Rio Grande. .The M9x1cans were defeated in this battle
‘with considerable: ‘losses in artillery and ‘personnel and Lled
_.back across ‘the Rio. Grande, endlng the m lltary actlon north
of the Rio Grande in Texas in the war Wlﬁh M9x1co. Prlvate
o ownershlp._ - : :

‘6. ‘Monterey Custom HouseI Ca11f01n1a. On July-7,11846,
. . Commodore John D. Sloat, commanding the acific squadron,.

. raised the American flag over the Custom House at Monterey,
the capital.of Callfornla, and officiall] proclalmed the
province as part of the United States. he bulldlng dates in .
part. from“1827 ' St&te ovmed. .

7. Larkin Housez Callfornla._ " Important| for both historical
and archltecturql values, this louse was| built by Thomas 0.
- Larkin in.1834-1835 and became the first American consulate -in .
Mexican California. Commodore Sloat and General Stephen w.
Kearny, the first military governor of California, ‘resided in
the Larkin House, causing it sometlmes to be called the flrst i
" American capitol of Callfornla. State owmned, S

8. Sonoma PlazaL Callfornla. On June. 14, 1840, a. group of
33 Americeans seized Sonoma, home of GeneralvvalleJo who was a
. dominant flgure in north. Callﬂornla, and raised in the plaza .
their homemade Bear Flag as the symbol qf 1ndependent v
_California after electing William B. Ide as president of the’
newly Proclaim@d republlc. This- beglnnlng of the Bear Flag-
- Tevolt: preceded news in California of the. official breaking
out of war with Mexico. State and privete ownership.

9. Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe,.New'Mexico General
‘Stephen Watts Kearny raised the American flag over this .
historic old building, which dates from |1610, on August 18,
1846, following his entry into the capital of" New Mexico, and
procla:med the province as. United Statesg territory, completing
-the conquest of New Nex1co. State owned. - o :

There are no hlstoric 51tes in Federa] ownersh{p representing‘this
. subtheme of study._ S » S

35..281-6_.0. B . LT . ._2:"
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Historic Landmark status those which are the subject of

and under seriocus consideration for establishment in
ownership. We sppreciate very much your writing to us on
subject.

i

;

Sincerely yours,

S6D. GEORGE W. ABBOTT

ORI T v
Hon. J. T. Rutherford

House of Representatives
Washington 25, D. C.

Copy to: DCCO
us
nl(z)

w Director, Region Three (2)

urx.m/ W/e of ine.
Branch of History

REAppleman: gr:12-29-60




Fort Davis National Historic Site
Fort Davis, Texas 79734

N22

Tos Chief, Division of History Studies

From: Historian
Subject: Resource Study: Austin and San Antonio Archives Field Trip

From November 20 through November 25, I was in travel status to and
from Austin and San Antonio in quest of documentary sources relating to
the First Fort Davis, 185L-62,

The rationale for this investigation arises from the fact that little

of the early records appear to reside in the National Archives. It may
be, therefore, that these records found their way into Texas State
Archives, assuming that they were turned over to Confederate authorities
both when General Twiggs surrendered his command of the Department and
Fort Davis troops were arrested in San Antonio on their way to the coast.

Several repositories were investigated and the results were negative.
That is, early documents were not located and almost certainly were not
contained in the archives examined. The trip was made pursuant to RSP-
FODA-Ta and was deemed necessary because of the gap in knowledge which
developed from an investigation of the National Archives holdings last
m.

While early documents were not located, the trip should not be written
off as completely unsuccessful. By elimination of certain holdings, the
search has narrowed and librarians and archivists have given new leads.
Furthermore, two sets ofpapers were located having valuable bearing on
Fort Davis, even though during the later period. The trip was a valuable
experience for this writer since it gave him broader perspective in re-
gard to archival collections, their variety and administration. It also
gained us friends and new searchers keeping their eyes open for us.

A brief rundown of the archives examined follows with an assessment of
each:

1. Texas State Ii and Archives, Austin: No federal records
as such exist, but it % h that Confederate papers might contain
relevant material. Reviewed the Governor's correspondence, 1861-62, and
the records of the State Adjutant General. Found only three letters



from West Texas in the vicinity of El Paso. None relevant., Other cita-
tions from the general catalog were taken down. Most of these were
published material and time did not permit their examination.

2. University of Texas Library and Archives: The best material
was found here, although again it 33 not pertain to the early years.
Two sets of papers were located bearing on later years--the Quimby and
Duval papers. The former are a nice stack of Quartermaster Quimby's
(1872-78) records and contain marvelous reports on stores, equipment,
civilian employment, etc. The latter contains a journal of a prospect-
ing trip to West Texas in 1879. Both ought to be Xerox copied and added
to the Fort Davis collection.

3. Daughters of the Republic of Texas and Daughters of the Con-
fede collections ce ustin: No g

L. Da ers of the blic of Texas collection, Alamo, San
Antonio: Iﬁn, nothing %.“w, although the mrm ladies who

assisted the effort ate their hearts out looking and must have been
severely depressed by not uncovering anything. There are several
collections contained there that have not yet been examined and filed.
They may have something and if it turns up they shall notify us.

S. Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio: The records have been moved in
a great economy wave and are deposited elsewhere, perhaps with GSA in
St. Louis. Have written the Army for more definite information. This
mass could contain records of those early days.

6. Bexar County Court House: Nothing

Several new leads were uncovered and will be investigated., The Federal
Record Center in Fort Worth may contain the nucleus of these documents.
Chester Kielman, Archivist at University of Texas Library put us onto
Keith Jennings at the center. Kielman tells us that records bearing on
Hanging Judge Parker are located there. This might be of interest to
Fort Smith. Also, it was suggested at Fort Sam Houston, that the old
Arsenal building in San Antonio may have some dust-laden papers. The
Arsenal goes back to pre-Civil War days and there is a chance that post
and department documents found their way in there.

Benjamin Levy
In duplicate |~ P
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