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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Spanish Governor's Palace faces Military Plaza in downtown
San Antonio. In 1891 the City Hall was built right in the middle
of this historic plaza, and nineteenth century commercial struct-
ures flank the Palace today (1970). The principal facade of the
building is long and low, with four irregularly spaced carved
double doors and three windows. The plan is U-shaped enclosed
within a rectangle formed by a wall enclosing the central space
corresponding to a central rear room as an open terrace. The
Palace is three rooms wide and three rooms deep with entrance
hall and back stairway to a loft to the right of the front
central room and rear terrace. There is an arcaded terrace in an
ell at the left rear and a walled patio with walks, fountain,
and well at the rear.

The three-foot thick walls of the long one-story building are
stone, lime-plastered, and rise in a parapet above the flat roof.
Over the magnificent paneled carved main entrance door is a key-
stone bearing the arms of the Hapsburgs and the date 1749.Wrought]
iron grills bar the windows on the street front and projecting
downspouts or canales carry the rain water off the roof. There
are 10 rooms and a loft, where food was stored. The floors are
of flagstone or tile. The rooms are presently designated as:chape
entrance hall, ballroom,office of the governor, dining room,
living room, family bedroom, kitchen, stairway, terrace, and beds#
room. Overhead the exposed hand-hewn rafters are of cypress,
Both the dining room and ballroom have hooded fireplaces. The
rooms in the rear open out onto the patio.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Spanish Governor's Palace in San Antonio is an excellent
and well-restored example of a large Spanish colonial town-
house. It is also the only remaining example in Texas of an
aristocratic eighteenth century Spanish residence. The exact
date of erection of the building is not known, although the
keystone over the main door bears the arms of the Hapsburgs
and the date 1749. The building is known to have been used as
the comandancia, the headquarters and residence of the captain
of the presidio of San Antonio de Bexar which had been built
for the protection of the Mission San Antonio de Valero (the
Alamo), and who was the ranking representative of the King of
Spain in the absence of the Governor. The name "Spanish Gover-
nor's Palace" is traditional. Two families in turn had private
ownership of the building for 165 years; among them were gov=rn
ernors, acting governors, captains of the garrison, -and civil
alcaldes. The property came into the possession of Luis
Antonio Menchach, captain of the presidio, in 1763, and re-
mained in the possession of his family until 1803. In 1804 the
house was purchased by Ignacio Perez, whose heirs retained the
title until the City of San Antonio bought it for $55,000 in
1928. In the 1860s the house was used as a school house.Later
is housed a second hand clothing store, a restaurant, and a
bar. By the time the city has acquired it for the purpose of
restoration, the building had been considerably altered. The
house was restored in 1929-30 under the direction of Harvey P.
Smith, architect. Now open to visitors as a museum, the
Spanish Governor's Palace is furnished with Spanish Colonial
period pieces.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1964.
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lFor"m 39-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT \ R SITATRE
(Juiy 1%69) NATIONAL PARK S LE FEECE/VEU } TEXAS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC BA7A |
XGRS v A Bexar
PROPERTY MAP RMNATION » =l FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or\ga )((M“Sﬁlap) /;S\' il i i 2E
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COMMON: Spanish Governor's Palace

AND/OR HISTORIC

STREET AND NUM BER

105 Military Plaza

CITY OR TOWN:

San Antonio

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Texas 048 Bexar

INSTRUCTIONS

SOURCE:

United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey

scaLe:  1:24000

DATE: 1952, 1953. Revised 1966, 1967

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required. Texas Map Reference #2998-133

2. North arrow. San Antonio east, Texas
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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SEE

IForm 10-301

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE TEXAS
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES R
Bexar

PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY INUMBER DaTE
common T Spaniéh Governor's Palace
AND/OR HISTORIC:
STREET AND N’IUM.‘BER:
105 Military Plaza
CITY OR TOWN:
San Antonio
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
‘ ‘ Texas 048 Bexar 029
P REF E;:R:ENCE i :
SOURCE:
“United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey
scaLe: 1:24000 =S ey
__bate: 10952, 1953 1966, N
[4_:-:' ENTS e - -

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference. -
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048

Spanish Governor's Palace, Bexar County, 029

Geographical data, Item 10, Form 10-300 is given as:

Latitude 29° 25! 32v Longitude 98° 29' 48"

Please CHANGE this to correctly read:

Latitude 39° 35: 32w Longitude 98° 29' g4

A new, correctly marked map is being enclosed. Please DESTROY
the o0ld map and replace it with this one. Thank you.
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SPANISH GOVERNDRS PALAcE ' 70 006 74 12 | FERI 1997

(Resource Name) (Reference Number]s])’ (Date form completed)

REXHAR TEXAS R Hendersan

(County) (State) * (Completed by)

STATUS: ) :
1.MISSING __ 2. REMOVED/ _ 8. NHLX 45TH .05 MRA ..o S BOVER-* “c ¥ 7. NPS - - 8.DOE - ____ 9. RESTRICTED
DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION e
EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

2, / /
(Cause for removal) ' 3 (Date Removed) .

3. . ' 15 1APRI (9706
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

4.

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county wheré filed and location)

(Location of oversize file)

P | / /

(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

! COMMENTS: ‘ ‘ s /

‘ (Where found, or source of replacement) -(Date Found/Replaced)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places WASO 21
Locator Card JAN. 1986



