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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

| i . NAME" 

S T A T E : 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

B e x a r 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

Spanish G o v e r n o r ' s Pa lace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

105 M i l i t a r y P l aza 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Texas 78205 048 Bexar 029 
3. CLASSfFICATION 

1/1 

Z 

o 

u 

CATEGORY 
(Check One; 

• Distr ict ^ Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

S < P u b l i c 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

STATUS 

1 I Occupied 

^ Unoccupied 

1 I Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

[ I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

[ 1 Commercial 

[ ] Educationa I 

[ I Entertainment 

I I Government 

[~[ Industrial 

i I Mil itary 

§ Museum 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I 1 Comments 

[ 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C i t y o f San A n t o n i o 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

C i t y H a l l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San A n t o n i o 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

C i t y H a l l 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San A n t o n i o 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

S T A T E 

Texas 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 1964 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1964 I 1 Federal S State I ) County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

105 West 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

n lQ7n 

S T A T E : 

Texas 

o 

O 



|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
1 ^ E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r 

( C h e c k O n e ) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ^ Or ig i r . a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Spanish Governor's Palace faces M i l i t a r y Plaza i n downtown 
San Antonio. I n 1891 the C i t y H a l l was b u i l t r i g h t i n the middle 
of t h i s h i s t o r i c plaza, and nineteenth century commercial s t r u c t 
ures f l a n k the Piiace today (1970). The p r i n c i p a l facade o f the 
b u i l d i n g i s long and low, w i t h f o u r i r r e g u l a r l y spaced carved 
double doors and three windows. The plan i s U-shaped enclosed 
w i t h i n a rect a n g l e formed by a w a l l enclosing the c e n t r a l space 
corresponding t o a c e n t r a l rear room as an open t e r r a c e . The 
Palace i s three rooms wide and three rooms deep w i t h entrance 
h a l l and back stairway t o a l o f t t o the r i g h t o f the f r o n t 
c e n t r a l room and rear t e r r a c e . There i s an arcaded t e r r a c e i n an 
e l l a t the l e f t rear and a wa l l e d p a t i o w i t h walks, f o u n t a i n , 
and w e l l a t the re a r . 

The t h r e e - f o o t t h i c k w a l l s of the long one-story b u i l d i n g are 
stone, l i m e - p l a s t e r e d , and r i s e i n a parapet above the f l a t roof, 
Over the magnificent paneled carved main entrance door i s a key
stone bearing the arms of the Hapsburgs and the date 1749.Wrought 
i r o n g r i l l s bar the windows on the s t r e e t f r o n t and p r o j e c t i n g 
downspouts or canales c a r r y the r a i n water o f f the r o o f . There 
are 10 rooms and a l o f t , where food was stored. The f l o o r s are 
of flagstone or t i l e . The rooms are p r e s e n t l y designated as:chapel 
entrance h a l l , b a l l r o o m , o f f i c e o f the governor, d i n i n g room, 
l i v i n g room, f a m i l y bedroom, k i t c h e n , stairway, t e r r a c e , and bedi* 
room. Overhead the exposed hand-hewn r a f t e r s are o f cypress. 
Both the d i n i n g room and ballroom have hooded f i r e p l a c e s . The 
rooms i n the rear open out onto the p a t i o . 
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. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n I D 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

1 ^ 18th Centu ry 

• 19fh Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) (Jf A p p / i c a b J e a n d K n o w n J 1 7 4 9 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor ig tna l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

n H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

\K\ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

j [ Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 I Educa t i on 

1 1 Eng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t r y 

I f I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

S M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i 

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I 1 S o c i a l / H u m a n 

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other (-Specify; 

U 

\-

Z 

LU 

LJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Spanish Governor's Palace i n San Antonio i s an e x c e l l e n t 
and w e l l - r e s t o r e d example o f a la r g e Spanish c o l o n i a l town-
house. I t i s also the only remaining example i n Texas o f an 
a r i s t o c r a t i c eighteenth century Spanish residence. The exact 
date o f e r e c t i o n o f the b u i l d i n g i s not known, although the 
keystone over the main door bears the arms o f the Hapsburgs 
and the date 1749. The b u i l d i n g i s known t o have been used as 
the comandancia, the headquarters and residence of the captain 
of the p r e s i d i o of San Antonio de Bexar which had been b u i l t 
f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of the Mission San Antonio de Valero (the 
Alamo), and who was the ranking r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the King o f 
Spain i n the absence o f the Governor. The name "Spanish Gover
nor's Palace" i s t r a d i t i o n a l . Two f a m i l i e s i n t u r n had p r i v a t e 
ownership o f the b u i l d i n g f o r 165 years; among them were goverji 
ernors, a c t i n g governors, captains o f the g a r r i s o n , and c i v i l 
a l c a l d e s . The pro p e r t y came i n t o the possession of Luis 
Antonio Menchacfe, captain o f the p r e s i d i o , i n 1763, and r e 
mained i n the possession o f h i s f a m i l y u n t i l 1803. I n 1804 the 
house was purchased by Ignacio Perez, whose h e i r s r e t a i n e d the 
t i t l e u n t i l the C i t y o f San Antonio bought i t f o r $55,000 i n 
1928. I n the 1860s the house was used as a school house.Later 
i s housed a second hand c l o t h i n g s t o r e , a r e s t a u r a n t , and a 
bar. By the time the c i t y has acquired i t f o r the purpose of 
r e s t o r a t i o n , the b u i l d i n g had been considerably a l t e r e d . The 
house was r e s t o r e d i n 1929-30 under the d i r e c t i o n of Harvey P. 
Smith, a r c h i t e c t . Now open t o v i s i t o r s as a museum, the 
Spanish Governor's Palace i s fu r n i s h e d w i t h Spanish Co l o n i a l 
p e r i o d pieces. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1964. 
'try 
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9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Texas, A Guide to the Lone Star State (American Guide Ser ies) 
(New York,1959) 

Trent E . Sanford.The Architecture of the Old Southwest(N.Y..'50 
Hugh Morrison. E a r l y American Architecture (NewYork,1952) 
James G. VanDerPool ."Historical Development of Archi tecture i n 

the U.S.A. ,1632-1912"(N.P.S.Typescript ,1966) 
Arnold Nicholson.American Houses in History.(New York,1965) 
Dorothy K. Bracken and Maurine W. Redway. E a r l y Texas Homes. 

(Dallas,1956) Continued on Attachment 2 

) 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

29 ° 25- 32 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

98° 29' 48" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 0.375 
i L l S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

N A M E A N D T l T L E : Wayne B e l l , Project Director 
Roxanne Wil1iamson,Architectural His tor ian 

O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E 

7-27 -70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

105 West 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. S T A T E L IA ISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to ihe criteria and procedures set 

forth by the NationalyHferk Service. The reconjjnended 

level of significari^^Df this nomination is: 

National / Statg 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

S T A T E 

Texas 

Date 

048 
N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

'Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Date 
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1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

C O U N T Y 

B e x a r 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NFS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

C O M M O N : Spanish Governor's Palace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2, tOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

_ . ,1^,1111 •• . V . , , . i . . r 

105 M i l i t a r y P l a z a 
C I T Y OR T O W N : 

San A n t o n i o 
S T A T E : C O D E COUN T Y : CODE 

Texas 787Q5 048 R e x a r 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

P H O T O CR EDI T: Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E O F P H O T O : November, 1970 
N E G A T I V E F I L E D A T : Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t , A u s t i n , Texas 78711 
4. IDENTIFICATION 

D E S C R I B E V I E W . D I R E C T I O N . E T C . 

View of p a t i o ( i n t e r i o r courtyard) 
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LU 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

P R O P E R T Y PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

TEXAS 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : Spani sh Governor' s Pa lace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

105 M i l i t a r y P l a z a 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
S T A T E : 

Texas 78705 
C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Texas 78705 04B ^ Bexar 029 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

P H O T O C R E D I T : 'Texas^ State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
November, 1970 — — D A T E O F P H O T O : 

EGATivE FILED AT: Tcxas S ta tc H l s t o r l c a l Survey Committee 
108 W. 15th S t r e e t , A u s t i n , Texas 7.8711 

4 . I D E N T I F I C A T I O N 
D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

View of f r o n t facade, from the eas&\ 0/61 08 030 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

TEXAS 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : ; Spanish Governor's Palace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

105 M i l i t a r y Plaza 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San A n t o n i o 

Texas 78205 048 
C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 029 

LU 

LU 
oo 

3. P H O T O R E F E R E N C E 

P H O T O C R E D I T : Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
DATE OF PHOTO: November. 1970 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee  
108 W. 15th S t r e e t , A u s t i n . Texas 78711 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

View of p r i n c i p a l door, from the east 







'Form '^-301 
(July 1*69) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OtXHE IhKTERll̂ R 
NATIONAL PARK S^RWCE l\LCEl\/[[j 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF itoTOtife BBjAfy^^ 

PROPERTY MAji^PpRM/V/\7,Q^;, 

(Type all entries - attach to or eHK/o tnap) / 

TEXAS 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

|L t 4 AM E X.' / 7^>vf" 

COMMON: S p a n i s h G o v e r n o r ' s p a x ; ace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L0CAT?ON 

u 
=> 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : u 
=> 

105 M i l i t a r y P l a z a 
u 
=> C I T Y OR T O W N : 

D£. San A n t o n i o 
h- S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y : CODE 

S T A T E : 

Texas 04S Bexar 029 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f t he I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

LU 

LU 

oo 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 5 2 . 1 9 5 3 . R e v i s e d 1 9 6 6 , 1 9 6 7 
4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. T e x a s Map R e f e r e n c e # 2 9 9 8 - 1 3 3 
2. North arrow. San A n t o n i o e a s t , T e x a s 
3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 



'Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
C O U N T Y 

B e x a r 
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

|T. NAME 

o C O M M O N : Span i sh Governor ' s Pa lace 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

1- 2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 105 M i l i t a r y P l aza 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

D£ San A n t o n i o 
1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

OO Texas 048 Bexar 029 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

••United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

1952, 1953 1966. 1967 ( r e v i s e d ) 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Referende #2998-/133 



NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Spanish Governor's Palace, Bexar County, 029 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 29° 25' 32" Longitude 98° 29' 48" 

• 
Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 29° 25' 32" Longitude 98° 29' 44" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one, Theuik you. 
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(Resource Name) 
10 nQn 1^1 
(Reference Number[s]) 

(County) state) 

(Date form completed) 

(Completed by) 

STATUS: 
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL 

DEMOLISHED 
4. TR 5. MRA 6. OVER

SIZED 
7. NPS 8. DOE - 9. RESTRICTED 

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION 

EXPLANATION: 

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) " . - , 

2. 
(Cause for removal) 

(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) 

/ 
(Date Removed) -

(Date Designated) 

4. 
(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

5. 
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county whert filed and location) 

(Location of oversize file) 

7. 
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(Target Date) 
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