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• Both 
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I I In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

K1 Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 
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in progress 
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• Restricted 

^ Unrestricted 

• No 
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I I Transportation C] Comments 
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The S t a t e o f Texas 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 042 
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|7. DESCRiPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
| f ] E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins I i U nexposed 

("Check O n e ; 

• A l t e r e d K i U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k O n e ; 

n Moved S O r i g i n a l Si te 

m 
m 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( / / k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A three and f o u r - s t o r y Texas pink g r a n i t e c a p i t o l b u i l d i n g 
modeled g e n e r a l l y on the United States C a p i t o l w i t h c e n t r a l 
dome, cross p l a n w i t h wide f l a n k i n g end p a v i l i o n s . I t was 
designed by E l i j a h E. Myers, a p r o f e s s i o n a l c a p i t o l a r c h i t e c t 
who won a competition over eleven e n t r i e s , and also designed 
the C a p i t o l s of Michigan, Colorado, Idaho, and Utah. The f i r s t 
plans were drawn up f o r l o c a l limestone, but a f t e r the b u i l d i n g 
had been begun i t was discovered t h a t the supply was both insuf­
f i c i e n t and uneven i n grade, and a s h i f t was made t o the granite 
of neighboring Burnet County. Because of the a d d i t i o n a l cost 
of the g r a n i t e the two end p o r t i c o s were e l i m i n a t e d , and 
because of i t s hardness the C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s o f the p i l a s t e r s 
and other more complicated carvings were replaced by simpler 
d e t a i l i n g . Upon i t s completion the Texas C a p i t o l was one of 
the handsomest of the V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . The deep g i a n t arch 
of the main e n t r y i s v i s i b l e almost as soon as the c a p i t o l i s 
sighted from the south. The pr o p o r t i o n s of dome t o the b u i l d - , 
i n g , and o f the dome i t s e l f , the f i n e expansive i n t e r i o r and 
e x c i t i n g c i r c u l a r s h a f t of the rotunda area, and the u n i t y of 
the e n t i r e b u i l d i n g w i l l leave t h i s C a p i t o l impervious t o s h i f t s 
i n t a s t e . 

The two c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n s are four s t o r i e s h i g h w i t h a 
Renaissance pedimented parapet, r a i s e d r u s t i c a t e d basement, and 
pa i r e d and s i n g l e p i l a s t e r s w i t h intermediate cornices. The 
f r o n t e n t r y i s emphasized by a deep t h r e e - s t o r y arch and the 
rear entrance by applied three-bay p o r t i c o . The dome i s some­
what l i k e t h a t i n Washington w i t h a colonnaded drum, but the 
pro p o r t i o n s are more v e r t i c a l . The i n t e r i o r i s c a r e f u l l y d e t a i l e d ^ 
w i t h woods of oak, pine, cedar, ash, cherry and walnut. There 
are cast i r o n C o r i n t h i a n columns and massive wooden overdoors. 
The hardware i s of bronze. The rotunda area, the c o r r i d o r s , and 
the l e g i s l a t i v e h a i i s serve as a r e p o s i t o r y and d i s p l a y of 
p i c t o r i a l Texana. 
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I! . SIGNIFICANCE 

U 
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STATE:MENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! O 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

^ 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEtsl (If Applicable and Known) 1882-1S88 
AREAS OF SI GNI FI C ANC E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

[ I A g r i c u l t u r e 

1 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

I I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

^ E ng inee r i ng 

I 1 Indus t ry 

I I i n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t ec tu re 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

3 P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

Q Scu lp ture 

I I Socio l /Humon-

i t a r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

When the State C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Convention convened i n 
Aust i n , November 20, 1875, they resolved t o appropriate a 
3,000,000-acre s e c t i o n of the p u b l i c domain t o use as pay­
ment f o r a new s t a t e c a p i t o l . February 20, 1879, the Legis­
l a t u r e passed an act p r o v i d i n g f o r the designation and sur­
veying of 3,050,000 acres of unappropriated p u b l i c domain t o 
pay f o r the C a p i t o l and other necessary s t a t e b u i l d i n g s . Then, 
A p r i l 18, 1879, the L e g i s l a t u r e passed the act which provided 
f o r the a c t u a l b u i l d i n g of the C a p i t o l , and f o r the surveying 
of the p u b l i c land. They chose an area i n northwest Texas, 
on the Llano Estacado, or Staked P l a i n , and considered t h a t 
they would make a good deal by t r a d i n g a r i d lands f o r a C a p i t o l 
b u i l d i n g . 

The o l d State C a p i t o l burned on November 9, 1881, and the 
State hastened i t s plans f o r the new b u i l d i n g . The State 
appointed Joseph Lee and N.L. Norton C a p i t o l Commissioners, 
and J.N. Preston was superintendant of c o n s t r u c t i o n . Super­
v i s o r s included W.D, Clark and R.K. Walker. The State h i r e d 
Napoleon Le Brun, a New York C i t y a r c h i t e c t , t o choose the 
best design of those submitted. He selected the plans of 
E.E. Myers o f D e t r o i t , who f u r n i s h e d the completed a r c h i t e c t u i j a l 
b l u e p r i n t s . Then the State a d v e r t i s e d f o r b i d s from centre 
and despite the larg e amount of land o f f e r e d , only two contract­
ing f i r m s submitted b i d s t o b u i l d the C a p i t o l . Mattheas Schnell 
of Rock I s l a n d , I l l i n o i s , was chosen over A.A. Burck of Rockdal|( 
Texas. Schnell was a member of the C a p i t o l Syndicate of Chicc 
I l l i n o i s , which was composed of Col. A.C. Babcock, pr e s i d e n t ; 
John V. and John S. F a r w e l l ; and Abner Taylor. Soon a f t e r 
Schnell was awarded the c o n t r a c t , he assigned a l l h i s i n t e r e s t 
i n the agreement t o Taylor, Babcock, and Co., and they i n 
t u r n assigned the c o n t r a c t t o Abner Taylor, who f i l e d bond 
f o r $250,000 t o c a r r y out the terms of the agreement. The 
State agreed t o give the Syndicate the West Texas acreage as 
they f u l f i l l e d the c o n t r a c t and completed the C a p i t o l b u i l d i n g . 

The ground-breaking ceremony was h e l d on February 1, 1882, 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

NW 30 ° 16 • 38 - 97 ° 4 4 - 3 4 " 
N E 30 ° 16 • 38 " 97 o 4 4 . 1 4 -
SE 30 o 16 . 19 . 97 ° 4 4 . 1 4 -
SW 30 o 16 . 19 . 97 0 4 4 . 3 4 . 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

0 • • 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

0 • • 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : ^ 4 a c X S S 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

'V ' 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY ^ ^ 

E: Wayne B e l l , Project Director 4-
N A M E A N D T I T L E (MD) 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l S u r v ^ Committee 5-6-70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th Street , 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTtFICA 1 ION 

As tlie designated State Liaison Officer for tlie Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according^o the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nationjp Parli Service. The ^commended 

level of significa 

Natiotial 

Name 

Ti t le State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

B,te May 7, 1970 

Texas 042 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. —. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetvatic 

JUN 2 21970 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Register 

Late 

n 
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8 (cont•d 
and by^^^t^re^all of t h a t year, a small town had grown up on the 
grounds t o accommodate the workers. A year l a t e r the excavation 
had become such a c u r i o s i t y t h a t a wi r e fence had t o be erected 
around the s i t e and permits issued t o watchers at the entrance. 
On March 2, 1885, the 49th anniversary of Texas independence, the 
16,000-pound cornerstone was l a i d w i t h day-long ceremonies and a 
crowd of ne a r l y 20,000 people. 

Construction of the b u i l d i n g progressed using limestone f o r 
the e x t e r i o r from the Oak H i l l quarry nine miles southwest of 
Austin. I n 1885 a controversy arose over the limestone when the 
f i r s t large block t o a r r i v e was not up t o the standards t h a t had 
been decided upon. I n a d d i t i o n , the c o n t r a c t o r decided t h a t the 
Oak H i l l quarry was not large enough t o produce a l l the limestone 
t h a t would e v e n t u a l l y be needed, and t h a t the stone developed 
r u s t - c o l o r e d streaks a f t e r several years' exposure. Taylor sub­
m i t t e d a limestone sample from Bedford, Indiana, but Governor 
John I r e l a n d disagreed w i t h Taylor's choice on the grounds t h a t tlije 
change v i o l a t e d two p r i n c i p l e s . F i r s t , the use of Indiana 
limestone would necessitate a change i n the a p p r o p r i a t i o n of 
st a t e funds and the o r i g i n a l c o n t r a c t . Second, the b u i l d i n g 
commission had voted t o use Texas m a t e r i a l s as much as po s s i b l e . 
I r e l a n d favored the use of red g r a n i t e , and owners of a quarry at 
Marble F a l l s o f f e r e d t o donate the stone necessary t o complete 
the e x t e r i o r w a l l s of the Capi^tol. At the i n s i s t e n c e of the con­
t r a c t o r , the State agreed t o b u i l d a f i f t e e n - m i l e t a p l i n e from 
Burnet and the Northwestern Railroad t o the quarry, and t o provide 
the service of 500 able-bodied c o n v i c t s t o work the quarry. The 
co n t r a c t o r agreed t o f u r n i s h food, pay, quarters , and the t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n f o r the c o n v i c t s . The sta t e ' s agreement t o h i r e convictis 
caused the I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Granite Cutters t o boycott 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n . Gus Wilke, sub-contractor i n charge, was unable 
to continue w i t h o u t stone c u t t e r s , and so he brought s i x t ^ - t w o 
t r a i n e d c u t t e r s t o Texas from Scotland f o r $4.00 a day wages, 
Wilke's move was a v i o l a t i o n of the A l i e n Contract Labor Law, and 
eve n t u a l l y the C a p i t o l Syndicate had t o pay a f i n e of more than 
$8,000. 

Construction of the C a p i t o l w a l l s continued w i t h o u t more 
d i f f i c u l t y . The e x t e r i o r was red g r a n i t e and the i n t e r i o r was 
nat i v e stone. The i n t e r i o r dome was made i n C h a r l e r i , Belgium^ 
f o r $250,000 and the i r o n f o r the r e s t of the s t r u c t u r e above 
the f o u r t h f l o o r was also imported from Belgium. I t was necessary 
to c a l l i n B.M. Harrod of New Orleans, Nicholas J. Clayton of 
Galveston, and Eugene T. Heiner of Houston as c o n s u l t i n g a r c h i t e c t 

(cont'd) 
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i n the l a s t stages o f c o n s t r u c t i o n . The b r i c k work on the 
f o u r t h f l o o r and bet:ween the lower i r o n work o f the dome was 
not adequately supported and the w a l l s were s t r u c t u r a l l y un­
sound. The a r c h i t e c t s concurred w i t h the de c i s i o n o f Gus 
Wilke t o e l i m i n a t e some of the b r i c k i n t e r l i n i n g , and the 
d i f f i c u l t y was solved. The State ordered a zinc statue of the 
Goddess of L i b e r t y from the Friedley-Voshardt Company o f 
Chicago, and i n January o f 1888, the r o o f was f i n i s h e d w i t h 
the placement of the statue on the dome cupola. Opening cele­
b r a t i o n s were held i n May. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark- 1964. 
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JUN 3 U b/U 

3oa. OUa £. f^«0li 

Vashlni^M, D. C. 

{4 SMor Nr. vmcue: 

§ Wc «r« plaased to iafaana you tbet tb«| iB— 

\ ^ j ^ ^ J M W U . ^ noBliMted by ttt« State LlalMD Officer 

appointed by tbe OOOTJOT for tbe la^laaaatatlon of tbe Matlona 

^ iiiatoric PiaaaAaatloP Program In Twtaa and bM been entered Into 

^ the ]|Bitiai«I Itiglster of Blatorle Placea* fenators Ralĵ b V. Yejcborow^ 

and John 0. Toeaar have al«> been provided vlth this infonaatloo. By 

copy of thle letter, the State Liaison Officer, ifr. Truett Latioar, 

Beaeuti've Clreetor, Texaa State aiatorical OsaBtlttee, 106 

I weat X5tb MMk, Mwiln, »axa» 7^701, baa Ukewlae been notified. 

A leaflet explaining the MtiOD&l ReglBter ^.'^ 

Sincerely youra. 

(Sgd) Thomas F. Flymi 
I I DEPUyyWraetor 

g • Enclcstore 

g i l ^ g «^«^^ ^V* Raoleter JUN 2 2 1970 

cc: 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 

Ccanmlttee, 108 West 15th Street, Austin, Texas 787OI 





Properties added to the Iiati(»ial Register of Historlcaa Places 

Texas State Capitol Building Austin, Texas 

Waco SuBi>enslon Bridge Waco, Texas 

Winedale Inn Winedale, Texas 





3 0 1970 

lOB. Ralph "v. 
Ublted axates 
WMtafagten, D. C 

We plct'Ded to you ttat the historic properties listed m 

MBintad by tbe 8ta*e Liaiaon Officer 

appointed by the Governor for the limlawMWtaUoo of tbe •Btlcnal 

Historic Kreservatioa liragnHi l a Texas aad have bo«a Mitwifl into 

the Batlcwial Register of Historic Places. Senator John 0. lUaif and 

tbe approiriate It^ppaMstativea have also been prodded vlth this 

infonaatlon. By copy of this letter, the State Uaison OlTieer, 

Mr. fruatt Latimer, acecutire Director, Hlatorlcal 

Survey Ccenittee, 106 West l^tb Street, Auatia* teas 78701, baa llbe-

viae been notified. A leaflet explaining the Natioaa Hffiater la 

awelfaaafl. 

Sincerely youra, 

(fSi) Thomas F. Flynn 

OEPUTY I«l»*etor 

In tiie JUN 2 % 1970 

cc: 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historicsd Survey 

Committee, 108 West 15th Street, Austin, Texas 787OI 

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. John G. Tovrer 
Ifeited States Senate 
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Texas State Capitol Building Austin, Texas 

Waco Suepension Bridge Waco, Texas 

Winedale Inn Winedale, Texas 
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Texas Map Reference #3097-242 



Tiv^i STATE r̂ pifoL 76000776 
(Resource Name) 

TRAN/VS - • 

(Reference Number[s]) (Date form completed) 

(County) (State) (Completed by) 

STATUS: v/ 
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL 4. TR 5. MRA 

DEMOLISHED / 
6. OVER- 7. NPS -

SIZED UNDOCUMENTED 
8. DOE - 9. RESTRICTED 

OWNER OBJECTION . 

EXPLANATION: 

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) 

) 

2 / / 
(Cause for removal) 

f 
(Date Removed) 

3. / / 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated) 

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

• - • • f 

(TR or MRA Name) 

5. 
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

6. 
-

(Location of oversize file) 

7. 1 1 
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date) 

COMMENTfi: / / 
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card 

WASO 21 
JAN. 1986 


