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|l. NAME ' ' 
C OMMON : 

Edward H . W h i t e I I Museum ^j-l^/y 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Hangar Nine 
2. LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Brooks A i r Fo rce Base 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

W'Hr 1 1 .y/0 

San A n t o n i o 

Texas 
|3. CLASSIFICATION 

042 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

S P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

I I Occup ied 

i i U noccup ied 

r X P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s ; 

^ R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

[~1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

r~l Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

[ I Government 

1 I I ndus t r i a l 

M i l i t a r y 

[5^ Museum 

• Pork 

[~1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

i I R e l i g i o u s 

[ ) S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

M. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

UJ 

liJ 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f Defense 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

W a s h i n g t o n D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 08 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

A d j u t a n t G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Brooks A i r Force Base 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 042 

O F S U R V E Y ; 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : J U t t e , 1 9 7 0 • Federa l S State ^ Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
STREET AND NUMB^^R: 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n Texas 042 

o 

z 
-J 

o 



|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved K l Or ig i r .o l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A wood frame hangar at Brooks A i r Force Base i n San 
Antonio, erected as a temporary s t r u c t u r e i n 1918 and now 
probably the ol d e s t e x i s t i n g a i r c r a f t hangar at any United 
States a i r base. The major s t r u c t u r e has an almost f l a t 
b o l t e d wood t r u s s roof i n a modified gambrel form. A one 
st o r y f l a t r o o f s t r u c t u r e attaches t o the northwest side of 
the main s t r u c t u r e and provides t o i l e t s and o f f i c e area. The 
large s l i d i n g wooden doors of the ends are composed o f diagon­
a l l y braced panels t h a t s l i d e open t o the f u l l w i d t h of the 
b u i l d i n g by means of e x t e r i o r door c a r r i e r s . 

The side w a l l s are o f braced wood w i t h stacked double 
sash windows and have e x t e r i o r braces or b u t t r e s s e s . 
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{6. SIGNIFtCANCE 
PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ' • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Centu ry 

H 20 th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l S ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1918 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

r n P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 1 A g r i c u l t u r e 

I 1 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

[ I Commerce 

[~~| Commun ica t i ons 

m C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I 1 Educo t i on 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

^ I ndus t r y 

] I n ven t i on 

Q L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

{~~| L i t e r o t u r e 

S M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

n P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h 

losophy 

1 ] Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

n S o c i o l / H u i j i 

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

T ranspo r ta t 

t / 1 

u 
oo 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Hangar Nine, located at Brooks Air Force Base, San Antonio, 
Texas, is probably the oldest existing aircraft hangar at any 
United States Military Base. During World War I the United 
States Government built Brooks Field to serve as a school for 
primary training for military aviators. Brooks Field is located 
southeast of San Antonio. It was designated by name December 
5, 1917, and was first occupied for training on January 17, 191i'< 

A l l primary t r a i n i n g f o r the United States A i r Corps was 
conducted at Brooks u n t i l 1928, when a second primary t r a i n i n g 
center was es t a b l i s h e d (at March F i e l d , C a l i f o r n i a ) . I n 1931 
a l l primary t r a i n i n g was consolidated at the newly completed 
Randolph F i e l d , t o the n o r t h of San Antonio. Since the 1940s 
Brooks F i e l d , now c a l l e d Brooks A i r Force Base, has been the 
home of the School of Aerospace Medicine. 

The government constructed Hangar Nine i n 1918, as one of 
six t e e n Army A i r Service hangars b u i l t d uring World War I , and 
f o r many years i t was the center of much of the a c t i v i t y a t 
Brooks F i e l d . Today, i t i s the s i n g l e e x i s t i n g example of such 
a World War I hangar. 

Hangar Nine i s the s u r v i v i n g i n s t a l l a t i o n of a complex 
at which many d i s t i n g u i s h e d p i l o t s began t h e i r f l i g h t t r a i n i n g . 
Some of these men included Charles Lindbergh, f i r s t man t o make 
a solo t r a n s - A t l a n t i c f l i g h t ; Elwood Quesada, a pioneer i n mid-
f l i g h t r e f u e l i n g , who r e t i r e d as a Lieutenant General and became: 
the c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the Federal A v i a t i o n Agency; Hoyt 
Vandenberg, Nathan Twining, Thomas D. White, and C u r t i s LeMay, 
who l a t e r became Chiefs of S t a f f of the A i r Force. 

Among the more conspicuous i n s t r u c t o r s were: C l a i r e 
Chennault, leader of the " F l y i n g Tigers," who once was d i r e c t o r 
of primary f l y i n g t r a i n i n g ; John Macready, who wrote the f i r s t 
two t e x t s of f l y i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s and also set an open c o c k p i t 
a l t i t u d e record of 40,800 f e e t ; Russell Maughan, f i r s t p i l o t t o 
make a "dawn t o dusk" f l i g h t across the United States; Captain 
W.C. Ocker, f i r s t b l i n d f l i g h t i n s t r u c t o r ; and Lieutenant Carl 
J. Crane, who wrote the world's f i r s t manual f o r instrument 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

W h i t e , Gen. Edward H . I n t e r v i e w w i t h . May, 1970, 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee f i l e s . 

Hi 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW  

N E  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

29 ° 30 ' 40 " 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

98 ° 26 ' 37 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y ; 1.5 ac re s 
LIST A L L STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES O V E R L A P P I N G STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE; CODE COONTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY; 

COUNTY: 

T l . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E ; Wayne B e l l , Project Director 

O R G A N I Z A T l O N D A T E 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 5-6-70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National^F'ark Service. The reortimended 

level of significantly of this nomination i | 

National 

N a m e 

Texas 042 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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f l y i n g . 

Many p i l o t s t r a i n e d a t Brooks i n the v i c i n i t y of Hangar Nine 
have become Senior O f f i c e r s of Commercial A i r Lines, and many more 
have become A i r l i n e Captains. Dozens of student f l y e r s f i n i s h e d 
t h e i r m i l i t a r y service wearing four s t a r s . 

Edward H. White, f a t h e r of the astronaut, graduated from 
f l y i n g t r a i n i n g i n June, 1930, a few months before the b i r t h of 
h i s son, Edward H. White I I i n San Antonio. Hangar Nine has been 
renamed the Edward H. White I I Museum f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the 
White f a m i l y . Ed White I I was the f i r s t American t o walk i n space 
and one of the f i r s t astronauts t o d i e , a v i c t i m of the f l a s h f i r e 
i n the Apollo space program. 

I n 1967 the State designated Hangar Nine a Recorded Texas H i s t o r i i 
Landmark. I n t e r e s t e d c i t i z e n s of San Antonio r a i s e d the funds t o 
res t o r e the o l d hangar t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . When t h i s work 
i s completed Hangar Nine w i l l serve as a museum of e a r l y a v i a t i o n 
h i s t o r y . 
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| l ' . NAME 

TEXAS 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Edward H. White I I Museum 
AND/OR HISTORIC: H a n q a r N i n e 

2. LOCATION 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

B r o o k s A i r F o r c e Base 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

oe. San A n t o n i o 
1- S T A T E ; C O D E C O U N T V : C O D E 

T e x a s 042 B e x a r 029 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

1:24000 
1952-53 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundor ies where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2998-132 
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ft£C£IVED 

DATEENTERCD 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HI *>TflR IC 

Hangar 9 (Brooks Air Force Base) 
AND^QCOMMDN,, ,„ 

ward H. White I I Mus eum 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

San Antonio 
.VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Bexar 
STATE 

Texas 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

U.S.G.S. 7 . 5 ' Series 
SCALE 

l : 2 i | , 0 0 0 
DATE 

Tex.; Southton Quad. 

1967; photorevlsed 1973 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

GPO 8 9 2 - 4 5 2 I N T : 2 4 2 7 - 7 4 





TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTEE 
P. O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 
TRUETT LATIMER 
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

May 7, 1970 

Dr. W i l l i a m Murtagh 
Keeper of the Register 
N a t i o n a l Parks Service 
801 19th S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear B i l l : 

On June 3, 1970, there w i l l be a h i g h l e v e l d e d i c a t i o n o f 
Hangar Nine a t Brooks A i r Force Base, Texas. 

Because of i t s importance t o a v i a t i o n i t i s r e s p e c t f u l l y 
requested t h a t a l l rush methods of review be employed so 
t h a t i t can be announced a t the d e d i c a t i o n t h a t the b u i l d i n g 
has been included on the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Any speed t h a t can be employed w i l l be appreciated. I t i s 
f u r t h e r requested t h a t n o t i f i c a t i o n be sent as soon as po s s i b l e 
t o Congressmen from t h a t d i s t r i c t so t h a t we may make announce­
ment a t the l o c a l l e v e l p r i o r t o June 3. 

Your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s request w i l l be g r e a t l y appreciated. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
Executive D i r e c t o r 

By : 

M. Wayryfe B e l l , AIA 
Res to ra t ion A r c h i t e c t 

TL/MWB/pbs 

S T A T E A G E N C Y F O R H I S T O R I C A L R E C O R D A T I O N , A P P R E C I A T I O N , M A R K I N G , P R E S E R V A T I O N , A N D S U R V E Y S ( R A M P S ) 



VI 

JUN 1 1970 

Bon. Bfilph U* Yfirborough 
Uhited btateo tJemte 
Waohington, C. 

> <;5i;vtor vp.rburoxa<jli: 

Ve ore pleased to inform you that the l dward i l . White I I l̂ usexca 

o 

I 

I n Son Anttmlo. Texas, baa been noralneted by the 

8 e 

of f i ce r appointed by tlie GovBmor for tho imi^euentation of the 

irfitional diatcarlc Preservation Protprom i n Texas and hau been entered 

into the liational RegiBter of i i ietoric Places. Lienator John 0. Tower 

and Kcpreoentatlve Henry B. Oonatalcz have cilso been larovided with 

th i s infornjation. A l ea f l e t explaining the IJotional Register i a 

encloBed. 

Sincerely,' yours, 

(SGD) EDWARD A. HTTMMEL 

-cting Director 

Us 
JS *i m 

u 

inclosurc 

i 

9 S :̂ H 

^ Entered i n the National Itegister liay 21 , 1970 

9 C C ; 

* Jlr. Truett Latimer, IJxecutive jJ irector , Texa&-State I l i . j t o r l c a l Surve-ynCSiBffiietee, 
h 31'. 108'WSSti. 15th s t ree t , Aust in , Texas 78701. 
T 
d Duplicate letterasent t o : 

Hon. John Tower Hon. Henry Gonaalez 
United States Senate House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C. 
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