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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A wood frame hangar at Brooks Air Force Base in San
Antonio, erected as a temporary structure in 1918 and now
probably the oldest existing aircraft hangar at any United
States air base. The major structure has an almost flat
bolted wood truss roof in a modified gambrel form. A one
story flat roof structure attaches to the northwest side of
the main structure and provides toilets and office area. The
large sliding wooden doors of the ends are composed of diagon-
ally braced panels that slide open to the full width of the
building by means of exterior door carriers.

The side walls are of braced wood with stacked double
sash windows and have exterior braces or buttresses.
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Hangar Nine, located at Brooks Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas, is probably the oldest existing aircraft hangar at any
United States Military Base. During World War I the United
States Government built Brooks Field to serve as a school for

southeast of San Antonio. It was designated by name December

All primary training for the United States Air Corps was
conducted at Brooks until 1928, when a second primary training
center was established (at March Field, Californmia). In 1931
all primary training was consolidated at the newly completed
Randolph Field, tothe north of San Antonio. Since the 1940s
Brooks Field, now called Brooks Air Force Base, has been the
home of the School of Aerospace Medicine.

The government constructed Hangar Nine in 1918, as one of
sixteen Army Air Service hangars built during World wWar I, and
for many years it was the center of much of the activity at
Brooks Field. Today, it is the single existing example of such
a World war I hangar.

Hangar Nine is the surviving installation of a complex
at which many distinguished pilots began their flight training.
Some of these men included Charles Lindbergh, first man to make
a solo trans-Atlantic flight; Elwood Quesada, a pioneer in mid-

the chief administrator of the Federal Aviation Agency; Hoyt
Vandenberg, Nathan Twining, Thomas D. White, and Curtis LeMay,
who later became Chiefs of Staff of the Air Force.

Among the more conspicuous instructors were: Claire
Chennault, leader of the "Flying Tigers," who once was director
of primary flying training; John Macready, who wrote the first
two texts of flying instructions and also set an open cockpit
altitude record of 40,800 feet; Russell Maughan, first pilot to
make a "dawn to dusk" flight across the United States; Captain
W.C. Ocker, first blind flight instructor; and Lieutenant Carl
J. Crane, who wrote=the world's first manual for instrument

primary training for military aviators. Brooks Field is located

1flight refueling, who retired as a Lieutenant General and became

5, 1917, and was first occupied for training on January 17, 1918.
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flying.

Many pilots trained at Brooks in the vicinity of Hangar Nine
have become Senior Officers of Commercial Air Lines, and many more
have become Airline Captains. Dozens of student flyers finished
their military service wearing four stars.

Edward H. White, father of the astronaut, graduated from
flying training in June, 1930, a few months before the birth of
his son, Edward H. White II in San Antonio. Hangar Nine has been
renamed the Edward H. White II Museum for its association with the
White family.. Ed white II was the first American to walk in space
and one of the first astronauts to die, a victim of the flash fire
in the Apollo space program.

In 1967 the State designated Hangar Nine a Recorded Texas His
Landmark. Interested citizens of San Antonio raised the funds to
restore the old hangar to its original condition. When this work
is completed Hangar Nine will serve as a museum of early aviation
history.
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TEXAS STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMITTEE
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the Register
National Parks Service
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Bill:

On June 3, 1970, there will be a high level dedication of
Hangar Nine at Brooks Air Force Base, Texas.

Because of its importance to aviation it is respectfully

requested that all rush methods of review be employed so

that it can be announced at the dedication that the building

has been included on the National Register of Historic Places.

Any speed that can be employed will be appreciated. It is

further requested that notification be sent as soon as possible 5
to Congressmen from that district so that we may make announce-

ment at the local level prior to June 3.

Your consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

By: ‘

M. Way Bell, AIA \
Restoration Architect

TL/MWB/pbs
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(htsed States Semmte

Waehington, D. C.

Dear Senator Yarborough:

Ve ore pleased to inform you that the Fiwerd H. White II Museu
((uengar mine)|1n san Antonto, Texas, has been nomineted by the
officer appointed by the Governor for the implementation of the
Jationsl Historle Preservation Progrem in Texas and has been entered
into the Hational Regleter of Historic Places. Senator John G. Tower
end Representative flemry B. Gonssles have also been provided with
thie information. Alm'mmmmmmu

Sincerely yours,
(SGD) EDWARD A. HUMMEL
Enclosure

Entered in the National Register lay 21, 1970

{54 %0
lir. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Mexas State Historical Survey Committee,
3#108 Westl 15tliStreet, Austin, Texas 78701.

Duplicate letterssent to:

Hon. John Tower Hon. Henry CGonaalez
United States Senate , House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C:
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