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n Moved 1 5 O r i g i n o l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i t k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

One of the few Greek Revival Governor's Mansions s t i l l i n 
use as the residence o f the Chief of State, t h i s b u i l d i n g i s 
a charming example of the Texas s t y l e . I t i s set on a h i l l 
southwest of the C a p i t o l , on a standard c i t y b l o c k . The 
b u i l d i n g i s a two s t o r y symmetrical w h i t e b r i c k residence w i t h 
a f l a t roof and f i v e bay i n s e t two s t o r y f r o n t g a l l e r y . The 
f l u t e d wooden coliamns and the en t a b l a t u r e w i t h i t s d e n t i l s 
and wide cornice are proper I o n i c . The absence of pediment i s 
a r e g i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . 

The f u l l w i d t h second s t o r y g a l l e r y has the g r a c e f u l and d e l 
i c a t e wood balustrade used by the A u s t i n Master B u i l d e r , Abner 
Cook, made up of slender bundled s l a t s forming an open diamond 
p a t t e r n (crows f o o t b a l u s t e r s ) . The f i r s t f l o o r balustrade 
and s t a i r r a i l i n g s are a harmonizing modern a d d i t i o n . 

A second t y p i c a l d e t a i l o f Abner Cook's Greek r e v i v a l b u i l d i n g ^ 
i s seen i n the s i d e l i g h t s and transom of the f r o n t door w i t h an 
unusually t a l l transom i n t e r s e c t e d by the p i l a s t e r s of the door 
jambs and c a r r y i n g a h i g h e n t a b l a t u r e . I n t h i s case the m o t i f 
i s not repeated i n the center of the second s t o r y and instead 
there are f i v e s i x over s i x sash windows w i t h s h u t t e r s . The 
f i r s t s t o r y g a l l e r y windows are f l o o r l e n g t h and have s i x over 
nine sashes. A d d i t i o n s have been made t o the o r i g i n a l block of 
the house a t the rear and there i s also an e l l . There i s a 
separate V i c t o r i a n c a r r i a g e house, p l a i n b u t w i t h a modified 
Mansard r o o f . Walls, t e r r a c i n g , and gardens were added during 
the residence of John Connally. The b r i c k on the nor t h side of 
the house i s stuccoed and paintfed, the r e s t i s exposed and 
painted . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

A v i s i t t o the Governor's Mansion i n Au s t i n , Texas, i s 
an o p p o r t u n i t y t o see the best i n Texas a r c h i t e c t u r e and t o 
le a r n a lesson i n Texas h i s t o r y . Indeed, the h e r i t a g e created 
by a l l the F i r s t Families who have l i v e d i n the Governor's 
Mansion has helped t o shape the desti n y of A u s t i n and the State 
of Texas. 

Texas law demands t h a t each governor must l i v e i n a go
vernor's mansion duri n g his term of o f f i c e . The f i r s t s t r u c 
t u r e b u i l t t o serve t h i s purpose was a two-story frame 
"president's house" at Seventh and San J a c i n t o . By 1850, how
ever, the house was c l e a r l y i n s u f f i c i e n t , and the L e g i s l a t u r e 
made plans t o b u i l d a new Governor's Mansion. The L e g i s l a t u r e 
appropriated $2,500 f o r f u r n i s h i n g s . Abner Cook, famous f o r 
his work on other A u s t i n homes, was a r c h i t e c t - c o n t r a c t o r . 

Cook f i n i s h e d the mansion by 1856. I t was i n Greek 
r e v i v a l s t y l e and used b r i c k s made i n A u s t i n , and pine logs 
from Bastrop. The mansion was r e c t a n g u l a r — 105 f e e t long 
and f i f t y - s i x f e e t w i d e — and s i x I o n i c p i l l a r s extended the 
two-story h e i g h t . Cook-*^ plans involved four rooms around 
a c e n t r a l hallway and a k i t c h e n wing which he b u i l t apart 
from the main p o r t i o n of the house. Nine lar g e f i r e p l a c e s 
gave heat d u r i n g the w i n t e r ; wide porches caught breezes 
during the long Texas summers. 

Most of the f i r s t - f l o o r rooms are used f o r e n t e r t a i n i n g . 
Two n o r t h rooms, f o r example, have been combined t o form the 
Blue Room. A second r e c e p t i o n area i s the Green Room, south 
of the entrance h a l l . The chandelier i n t h i s second room i s 
said t o be the only o r i g i n a l l i g h t f i x t u r e remaining i n the 
Mansion. 

The State Dining Room, used f o r a l l s t a t e luncheons and 
banquets, i s back of the Green Room. I t i s decorated i n red, 
and accented i n whi t e . I t s f u r n i t u r e includes Chippendale 
d i n i n g chairs and a Chippendale sideboard. The south and 
west wings are a d d i t i o n s t o the o r i g i n a l plan, and they serve 
as p r i v a t e rooms f o r the governor's f a m i l y . Mementos and 
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reminders of previous occupants are sca t t e r e d throughout the 
P o r t r a i t s of outstanding Texans such as John Reagan, and Wil l i a m 
and John Wharton l i n e the w a l l s of the second-floor hallway; the 
Sam Houston room includes Houston's four-poster bed, Stephen F. 
Austin's mahogany chest, and Houston's hand-written t r e a t y w i t h 
the Cherokee Indians. 

Recently-added f u r n i s h i n g s have been c a r e f u l l y planned. 
O r i g i n a l l y , Governor Pease sent Colonel S.M. Swenson t o New 
York t o buy rugs, draperies, and f u r n i t u r e . Subsequent a d d i t i o n 
were f r e q u e n t l y comical: on the f i r s t f l o o r , f o r example, d e l i 
cate eighteenth-century French c h a i r s stood beside massive 
V i c t o r i a n chests. A Mansion Board q u i c k l y remedied such anomali 
however, and now each governor's w i f e must confer w i t h the Board 
concerning her s e l e c t i o n s of f u r n i t u r e and decorations. 

The Governor' s Mansion was the f i r s t s t r u c t u r e t o be desig
nated a Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark, recorded i n 1962. O f f i c i a l 
d e d i c a t i o n ceremonies were h e l d December 7, 1969. 

s. 
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the enclosure have been placed <xx the KetiozuQ. Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Ralph W. Yarborovish and John G. Tower aacl t i » 

appropriate Representatives have also be«i notified. Pl^use with

hold any p\iblicity on this inrtil you have received a caz1>on coi^ of 

t^e Coogressicaaal cacrrespond«»ace. 

Sincerely yovars. 

JSfWnoBt Allen Connally 

limcst Allen Connelly 
Chief, ufiice of Archeolojjy 

and Historic PreGcrvation 

laocloaure 
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cc: 

riroctcr 

2 5 1970 

JR. 
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Director, Sotrtaiwcst ReJLon 
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Hon. Ti-slph y. Yart̂ ircnie^k 
United i-tatcs sienate 
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ye cr« pleaeen lafcarM you thai the )ii='.tcrlc properties lisK-d ©a 

the t^iclosure hsvc been ncwdn&t̂ ^ hy tiie iitste Lisisoa Office* 

appolj:t«4 by the Cuveratar for tae l^'spic-tmtatloa of ttte Stiticasl 

Historic ftreservatioa erocTim i a Texac &nd h&ve be«a entered into 

tĥ s ^5-tlonsl Rct^Bt«r of iJiutoric Pl«c€S» iJeaetcfr Jaha 0» To'>*ey and 
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Jdr* Oruett Lstltcer, Jixecutiv* Blrcctcr, Texas i tate atatorleai Survey 

C^asittee, fi^st Office Box lc27&» Cnpltcl fetation, 108 Vest l^ th ijtre«t, 

Austin, Texas 7^701, has llk«^E?e been Rotlfied. A leaflet explalalas 

the i»atlcaa«l J-.^iiiatcr la enclosed, 

eixK-erely yourti, 

(SGD) GLORO:: B. HARTZOG, JR. 

Circetor 

Enclosures 

Eatcred i a the national f^gieter '̂ ^̂ ^ - 5 l̂ Tn 

cc: 
?Jr. Truett LfttiD.p.r, Fxecutive Cirectcr, Toxsc Ctf?tc il irtcricr;! Survey Co - I t t ee , 

P.O. Box 12?;:76, Ci^pltol litGtion, lOo W. 15th St., Austin, Texas ydfOl 
Euplicate letter :;ciit t o j HwU. Joan G. Tower 

United Etates Cciicite 
Wsohln/cfcoa. D» C. 
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(Cause for removal) 

3. 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) 

/ 
(Date Removed) 

7)^ i z 1) 17^ 
(Date Designated) 

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

5. 
(If muiti-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

6. 

7. 

(Location of oversize file) 

(Current source of partial documentation) 
/ 

(Target Date) 
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(Where found, or source of replacement) 

/ / 
(Date Found/Replaced) 
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