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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the few Greek Revival Governor's Mansions still in
use as the residence of the Chief of State, this building is
a charming example of the Texas style. It is set on a hill
southwest of the Capitol, on a sitandard city block. The
building is a two story symmetrical white brick residence with
a flat roof and five bay inset two story front gallery. The
fluted wooden columns and the entablature with its dentils
and wide cornice are proper Ionic. The absence of pediment is
a regional characteristic.

The full width second story gallery has the graceful and del-
icate wood balustrade used by the Austin Master Builder, Abner
Cook, made up of slender bundled slats forming an open diamond
pattern (crows foot balusters). The first floor balustrade
and stair railings are a harmonizing modern addition.

A second typical detail of Abner Cook's Greek revival building
is seen in the sidelights and transom of the front door with an
unusually tall transom intersected by the pilasters of the door
jambs and carrying a high entablature. In this case the motif
is not repeated in the center of the second story and instead
there are five six over six sash windows with shutters. The
first story gallery windows are floor length and have six over
nine sashes. Additions have been made to the original block of
the house at the rear and there is also an ell. There is a
separate Victorian carriage house, plain but with a modified
Mansard roof. Walls, terracing, and gardens were added during
the residence of John Connally. The brick on the north side of
the house is stuccoed and paintéd, the rest is exposed and
painted.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A visit to the Governor's Mansion in Austin, Texas, is
an opportunity to see the best in Texas architecture and to
learn a lessoéon in Texas history. 1Indeed, the heritage created
by all the First Families who have lived in the Gowvernor's
Mansion has helped to shape the destiny of Austin and the State
of Texas.

Texas law demands that each governor must live in a go-
vernor's mansion during his term of office. The first struc-
ture built to serve this purpose was a two-story frame
"president's house" at Seventh and San Jacinto. By 1850, how-
ever, the house was clearly insufficient, and the Legislature
made plans to build a new Gowernor's Mansion. The Legislature
appropriated $2,500 for furnishings. Abner Cook, famous for
his work on other Austin homes, was architect-contractor.

Cook finished the mansion by 1856. It was in Greek
revival style and used bricks made in Austin, and pine logs
from Bastrop. The mansion was rectangular-- 105 feet long
and fifty-six feet wide-- and six Ionic pillars extended the
two-story height. Cook*s$ plans involved four fooms around
a central hallway and a kitchen wing which he built apart
from the main portion of the house. Nine large fireplaces
gave heat during the winter; wide porches caught breezes
during the long Texas summers.

Most of the first-floor rooms are used for entertaining.
Two north rooms, for example, have been combined to form the
Blue Room. A second reception area is the Green Room, south
of the entrance hall. The chandelier in this second room is
said to be the only original light fixture remaining in the
Mansion.

The State Dining Room, used for all state luncheons,and
bangquets, is back of the Green Room. It is decorated in red,
and accented in white. 1Its furniture includes Chippendale
dining chairs and a Chippendale sideboard. The south and
west wings are additions to the original plan, and they serve

as private rooms for the governor'!s family. Mementos and
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reminders of previous occupants are scattered thooughout the
Portraits of outstanding Texans such as John Reagan, and William
and John Wharton line the walls of the second-floor hallway; the
Sam Houston room includes Houston's four-poster bed, Stephen F.
Austin's mahogany chest, and Houston's hand-written treaty with
the Cherokee Indians.

Recently-added furnishings have been carefully planned.
Originally, Governor Pease sent Colonel S.M. Swenson to New
York to buy rugs, draperies, and furniture. Subseguent addition
were frequently comical: on the first floor, for example, deli-
cate eighteenth-century French chairs stood beside massive
Victorian chests. A Mansion Board guickly remedied such anomali
however, and now each governor's wife must confer with the Board
concerning her selections of furniture and decorations.

The Gavernor's Mansion was the first structure to be desig-
nated a Texas Historic Landmark, recorded in 1962. Official
dedication ceremonies were held December 7, 1969.
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AUG 2 5 1970

Ve ave pleased to infors you that the historic properties 1isted on
the enclosure have been placed on the Netional Register of Historie
Places, Semators Ralph W. Yarborough end John G. Tower and the
appropriste Representatives have also been notified. Flease with-
hold amy publieity on this until you have received a carbon eopy of
the Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

ZS? Ernest .Allen Connally

Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeology

end Historie Preservation
AUG 2 5 1970
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SEP 16 1979
Eune do Jo (Jare) Pickle
Bouse o Feoresemietives
Emsalngton, 0. Ca
Dear . Plekict
¥e are pleased to iafom you thet the sistorie yroperties lisled on
{he encloswre hve Deen M%i%m Ry thwe Glatle Lizs;iam Ufficer
appointed by the Governor for the lupleventation ff the Naticnal
glstorie Prezevvetice Prosres §n Yevss sud heve beon entered iate
tne Estional ‘?e:,iaw a? Eistoric Fluces. Cenators Relph Y. Ysrborowss |
sud Jula Ge Tower have slso been prwié;a’s with this Inforostica. By
copy of tude Iettar; the Etate Lisfoon Of7icer, (. Truett letlner,
Frecwdive Idrector, Texes State Historical Survey Cossities, Post Qilice
Sex 12276, Capitol Stetion; 105 ¥est 15k Streed, Austism, Semss TOT0L;
hae m«z&i bosn metifled. A lesilet explsining the Batlonal Regletew
is enclosed. ' | |

Binterely yours, '
| Pirechor

Inclomumes

AUg
Fatered 4n tho Natfonel Register 2 5 197

cCe .
1. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas Stute Historicel Survey Comuittee,

P. 0. Box 12076, Cupitol Station, 200 We 15th St., Austin, Texas TC701

Director, Southwest Region
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Director, Southwest Regiocn
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Hone Ralph ¥, Yarbarough SEP 16 1970
United States Jenste
Weehington, D. €.

Pear Genntor Yarborough:
Ye cre plessed to inform you ihed the historte properties listed on

the enclosure have been nominoted By the Slate 1.19,1;:;9 aflicer

appointed by the Covernor for the faplencuistion z;t’ the Betionsl
Historle Preservetion Frogram in Bexrs end have been eatered into

the Fatioms) Register of Historic Pleces. : Lenctor John O. Tower and
the spprcpriste Hnpresentotivea have sino been provided with tals
inforsation. 5y copy of tiis letter, the ftate lisisom Offircer,

¥r. Truett Letizer, Fxecutive Difector, Texss State ilstoriesl furvey
Coanittee, Fost Gffice Box 18276, Ciayit»cl Stetion, 105 West L5¢h Street,
Mustin, Texas 70701, has likewise besn notified. A leallet explaining
toe Hoticnel Reglster 13 gnclosed.

| Eincerely yours,

(SGD) GECRGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Dirvectonr
Fnclosures

Eatered in the Hotlonsl Begicter AUG 2 5 Jam

cel
Mr. Truett Letiner, Executive Director, Texez Ctate Historicel Survey Counittee,
2.0, Box 12276, Capitol Stetiom, 100 We 15th St., Austin, Texas TdTOL

Duplicate letter sent tod Hon. Juan Q. Tower
Undited Ctates Cenate
Waehinuqton, D. C. 4
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