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C R l B E T . l f f E / P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o i v n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

121-acre farm known as the "Home place" derives i t s 
~/VV,y 

primary importance as the home of Sam Rayburn f o r more than 
f o r t y - f i v e years. The property has been owned by the Rayburn 
f a m i l y since January 15, 1914. On t h i s date, Tom Rayburn 
purchased the property, which included a two-story frame 
residence. The pr o p e r t y was purchased f o r $2,700 due on January 
15, 1914, and a note f o r $300, due on January 15, 1915. 

Sam Rayburn purchased one-half i n t e r e s t i n the property 
on October 17, 1916. •'Family t r a d i t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t the 
Rayburn f a m i l y occupied the house from 1912, two years before 
Tom Rayburn purchased the property. The Rayburn f a m i l y may 
have been occupying the pr o p e r t y under a lease arrangement priool" 
t o the purchase of the property. The various q u i t claims l i s t e d 
i n the abs t r a c t of t i t l e i n d i c a t e t h a t there was a period of 
time, p o s s i b l y the two years i n question, during which the t i t l ^ 
was being cleared i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of the sale of the property. 
A 1904 l i e n i n the amount of $1,500 was also paid o f f i n 1914, 
p r i o r t o the purchase of the pr o p e r t y by Tom Rayburn. This 
l i e n would i n d i c a t e t h a t the l a r g e , two-story frame house, 
which Sam Rayburn l a t e r remodeled, was b u i l t by 1904. 

The c i r c a 1904 residence (see photograph) i s a clapboard 
farmhouse, two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t w i t h a h i p roo f . The main 
or n o r t h facade of the house has a double g a l l e r y which i s 
supported by three Tuscan columns. The siz e , m a t e r i a l and 
sparce a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g of the house i s t y p i c a l of the 
vernacular a r c h i t e c t u r e of North Texas i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
century. 

I n 1933, Sam Rayburn considerably enlarged and remodeled 
the "Home Place." The main facade was enlarged from two t o 
three bays i n w i d t h . The three-columned porch became a f o u r -
columned p o r t i c o , w i t h f r e e - s t a n d i n g , two-story Tuscan columns. 
The enlarged house changed the former entrance h a l l i n t o an 
expanded l i v i n g room, and added a f i r s t - f l o o r guest bedroom 
t o the south. These a d d i t i o n s gave a symmetrically balanced 
composition t o the main facade of the house. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l i n g i s lo o s e l y derived from the l a t e Georgian s t y l e . 
The roof was changed from a h i p roof t o gable roof w i t h the 
ridge pole p a r a l l e l t o the main facade. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the two-story residence includes the 
l i v i n g room, d i n i n g room, b r e a k f a s t room, s i t t i n g room w i t h 
f i r e p l a c e , k i t c h e n , pantry, screened-in porch, guest bedroom, 
and bath. The second f l o o r c o n s i s t s of two screened-in porches 
three bedrooms, a master bedroom, and two baths. 

V The house r e t a i n s a l l o f the Rayburn f u r n i t u r e , china, 

s i l v e r a n d p e r s o n a l e f f e e t S u s e d b y S R a y b n r n r i n r H n g Viic; 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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lifetime. The house is undergoing restoration so that it may 
be operated by the Texas State Historical Survey Committee as 
a house museum honoring Sam Rayburn. ^ 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Sam Rayburn House, known as the "Home Place," was 
R?yburn's residence f o r more than f o r t y - f i v e years and i s 
c l o s e l y associated w i t h h i s l i f e as a United States Congressman 

Samuel T a l i a f e r r o Rayburn was a member of the United 
States House of Representatives f o r f o r t y - e i g h t years and was 
Speaker of the House from 1940 t o 1961. 

Rayburn was born on January 6, 1882, on a farm near 
Kingston', Roane County, Tennessee. I n 1887, h i s f a m i l y moved 
to Fannin County, Texas, near Windom. One of eleven c h i l d r e n , 
he l i v e d under a somewhat m a t r i a r c h a l i n f l u e n c e of h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l , 
p o l i t i c a l l y motivated mother, Martha Waller Rayburn. Sam 
Rayburn received h i s elementary education i n Burnet, and l a t e r 
worked h i s way through school at Mayo Normal (a school f o r 
t r a i n i n g elementary teachers) i n Commerce, Texas. He taught 
r u r a l s c h o o l . f o r two years before, and three years a f t e r g e t t i n g 
h i s B. S. degree. He was elected t o the Texas L e g i s l a t u r e i n 
1907 and was a member of the State House of Representatives 
from 1907 t o 1913. He was Speaker of the House i n 1912-1913. 
S'Thile serving i n the Texas L e g i s l a t u r e , he was able t o attend 
the U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas and received h i s law degree i n 1908. 

I n 1913, at the age of t h i r t y - o n e , he became a United 
States Congressman. He was r e e l e c t e d t o t h a t p o s i t i o n twenty-
f i v e consecutive times by h i s constituency i n the Fourth 
Congressional D i s t r i c t . He was e l e c t e d as a Democrat t o the 
63rd Congress of the United States f o r the term beginning on 
March 4, 1913, and took the oath of o f f i c e as a member of the 
House of Representatives on A p r i l 7, 1913, when Congress was 
c a l l e d i n t o e x t r a o r d i n a r y session by the newly elected President; 
Woodrow Wilson. Rayburn served continuously from the 63rd 
t o the 87th Congress. 

I n the 75th and 76th Congresses (1937-1940) he served as 
m a j o r i t y leader. On September 16, 1940, he was elected Speaker 
of the House t o f i l l the vacancy caused by the death of Speaker 
W i l l i a m B. Bankhead of Alabama. Rayburn was re e l e c t e d Speaker 
i n the 77th, 78th, and 79th Congresses. 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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He was M i n o r i t y Leader i n the 80th Congress and the 83rd. 
The 81st Congress and every Congress up t o the 87th (except the 
83rd) r e e l e c t e d him t o the Speakership. 

As a l e g i s l a t o r , Rayburn was in s t r u m e n t a l i n the passage 
of farm b i l l s , the Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n Act, the S e c u r i t i e s and 
Exchange Act, the Railroad Holding Company Act, the U t i l i t y 
Holding Company Act, T r u t h i n S e c u r i t i e s Act, and the Federal 
Communications Act. 

Rayburn, a p o l i t i c i a n of n a t i o n a l s t a t u r e , avoided r e g i o n a l 
ism and s e c t i o n a l i s m i n p u b l i c questions of government. I n h i s 
maiden Congressional speech i n 1913, Sam Rayburn announced h i s 
mission i n l i f e : " I t i s now my sole purpose here t o help enact 
such wise and j u s t laws t h a t our common country w i l l by v i r t u e o f 
these laws be a happier and more prosperous country" (Sam 
Rayburn Dedication, pamphlet, p.12). 

Sam Rayburn died November 16, 1961, at the age of seventy-
nine, i n Bonham, Texas. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1965. 

GPO 901^8 2 
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