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FORT SAM HOUSTON

An Hlstorical Sketch by
Majer E. A, Kindervater, Q.M. C.

Althougs it was not cZficially named as such [n War Do~artment orders uneil
1850, Fort Sam Hcustan acteally bid Irs beginnizg socn 2Z2¢ the readmissicn of

+ the State of Texas into the Unicn in March 1570. I May of that year, a pazcel of

40 acres cf land, located ca what was then kacva as "Covernment Hill”, was
dcnated by the Cliry of San Antwaio to the Federal Government, to b2 used for the
purpose of establiching a permanent militaxry post. Alter several elforts to
persuade the Congreas to appropricte funds for the purpose, maney was finally
m.ade avoilable in 1876, and work, on what 13 pow kaown as the Quadrangle, was
begun,

L]

The tower, standu.o 87 fzet fa hoight, and which now hay a2 largze cleck face
cn each of its four sides, was originaily erected a3 a watch 222 iter tower, and
cctained a 39, 000 yallza water tankt, MNear stopa siane t =i.:, bullt inro the
walls, centaing the follewirg inscripticn:

San Antoajo Quantermasicr Dent
Erected by Act of Congress = AD 1576
A YAEPARE FOR WAR
ident of the United Statea = Ulysses S5, Graat
ar--j. Dznald Camerom

]

£
Secretary of W
Generol ¢f the Army- Villiam T. S.;. nan

Lz. ('-...11 cmdgz Divisicn~rnillip H. Sheridan
Guarteraster G,nc‘:'.!, LiA-M cr.t;;m—:ry C. Meigs
Rrig. General Comdg Depat- Edward O,C. Orxd

‘i'be construction of the new depct being completed, the Quartcrmaster Depart-
ment which up to this time had cecupisd “he Alamo as a storehious : for forage,
camp and garrisan equisment, aad to sons extent work sheps, oved to its new
quarters on December 22, 1879. 1

1 August 1871, 43 more acres cf lind were dcnated by the elty, and In June,
1575, an additicnal nine acres were received from the same soun.e making the
total acreage up to this tin e 93 acres.

In 1850, the plans for fiteen sats of ofiicers’ quarters and a hospital were
worked out, and the follewing year ccastructica v3s begun on the buildiags that

are now kno - as the Suaif Post, The work was completed, and the houses all
occupied by 1886.
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Uil tidg tme, ths L2l vescd 29 Barzees ead beorzis fox tha trocps
v:are gtorchauzca, loetted & tis clty ol Sen £aicalo, rod with ths excopdicn of

tiie Alemo, the pronemy of poivate citdzoug, roted By tos Cevermment, This : i )

siteatica w23 bad, siice teon butldia sy barlared the river ca such low ground i ' ) s
23 to ciuse thelr lhumlatica whenevers the river rece, T2e bunka viers of wood, : , Fo =
doubl: in two pess, coutalning the useal tadling, The 61243 wore plis elgie R
foct &r dopth, emsded a3 the cocaslea required. Toe mormied scldisrs were s 4

quartered priccipuly 1 small renced houses in the vielzly el the barracks. Qua:
No special builiingy bad bewa provided foz clicera® Quaztesa, whith were reted May
and assigned by the quartermaster, Tals caudizica vas n& caly dansiron- to of &l
life and proverty, bar produced a g2.4cus izerease ol dizeass. Repeated

recommenditicas by tie auendlag surgeaas {or paomanent barracks, to be

‘ ¥
erccted @ higher ground, fically brousht about the purchase cf 2idiricnal Jand ity
adjoining thut already denated by the cloy, 2ad the censguciion of the Iintxy - Reg
fg::)__fc;:r.is:j:g of twelve barracks, band barrack,, gymzaaium, guand bouse, ‘ the [
Bcadquarters, was bugun n 1835 and firally ecmpleted 1z 1593, The mess kalls, Quas
latrines and bath houses were added i- 1506, Vo
beca
From thz beginning ana unidl Mazch 11, '1893, the post was kacwn as the : . . norts
headquarters of the Deprreent of Texas. During t'us peried e perS&ig3l of ‘ " Cw
the garrison changed ofren, beth fn pumbers azd brraches, due to tte troses s
being digparchied to varicus piaces in the southwest to pat doan Indian depradaticns. Gyt
At various times the post was gasTiscaed by vaits frem the fellewing reimeats: =
10ch Infantry; 2.th oAastey; 10h Lefootrys 2504 Iafes eh Eaery 220 BrSsmeey: _. bui
19t Ifantry; 7th Infantry; St tilactry: 230d Linors 1s fantrys Loch blinbry; ) ‘I‘::""
€ Cavalry; 2d Field Arvillerys S Fueld Artillenys as i Camlzy. | - ;
Themeonoctcay of this garrison 1ils must have been relizved when e f:\
Septermber 10, luad, the lacisn Wiories, Oercnims, Bis s= . Chipma, Chizf 4 g
Natchez aad e Sond, who hid been eaptured in Arizona same meajas earlier,
arrived at Covernment Hil by special teain from Bowle, Arizcna, essortod it
by Cuptain H.M. Lawtm, otficers, s a.ilitary essorts, who marched 3 } s
the Indians to the Cuadrangle for safukeeping, They were earouts to 2 prisan = . S
camp ic Florida, o rel:
The department was growing in promizence acd size, aad the Graysm Sireet ;x_..
wing of the Quadrengie was canverted from storerocms into ofdces, and a secand ‘ : s
story was added throughout its entire length, ) g and
This bringe us up to the Spanish War period, aad oa March 11, 18%3, the
Department of Texas was aboljshed., When war was declared agaiast Szain, we .
find Cempanies A, B, C, E.F, and G of the 1Eth Infantry, and four trocps of the i i
S5th Cavalry quartered in tiie Itantry Post. Ca th2 17th of April of that yeaur, o or !
telegraphic instructiens were receired from thie War Department, orderning ali : wis
available troops of the 15th Infantry to procead with the jeast pessible dalay to ; Post
g . ! c‘;.t..
2
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New Orleans, for embarkaticn to tii2 scene ¢f action. Th2se companies lefy
Fort Stm Houstoz ¢ the nig'ze cf April 156, 1393, Th2 first Z20C of Raascvelt's

Rough Riders arrived from Arizeua on tke 7th of May, and aithough they were E

not camped within the limits of the post, they were raticned by the Post
Quartermaster and furnished the necessary tentage, forage, fuel, e, On

May 12th the troops of the Sth Cavalry eatrained for New Orleans. The removal
of all these uaits left oaly a few men behind to zZarzisoa the post,

Following the vaar with Spain, and until 1967, the post was garriscned by
units of the 4ch, 25th, and 2cth Infantsy Reziments, the 1st and 12Xh Cavalry
Regiments, and the 2nd and 15th Bameries of Field Aztillery. On June 24, 1899,
the Department of Texas vas azain estadlished with its headquarters at the
Quadrangle, Increased streagtn of uaits, and the fact that this vas an ideal
location for troops being recogized, the need for additional housing facilities
became apparent. In 1903 plans were drawn vp, additicnal acreage l,r‘;:g to the
north of the Quadrangle was purchased, and in 1905 th2 actual construction of
Cavalry and Aniu.n Posts was begis, In addizicn to the 16 barrack buildings,
mess halls, latrines, and stables pertain: 1g to them, the butlding program also
called for the erection of 43 scts of cificers’ quarters, seven scts of noa-
sommissioned cfficers’ quarters, and a few miscellaneous buildings. This
building progrzm was completed in 1912, Th2 main building of the hospital was
completed in 1903, The hospital as orignally tailt bad a capacity of €4 bads,
In 1910 the east and west wings were added, which broug:t the bed capacity up
to 152. A larp= mess hall acd tchen was bailt ta 1257, In 1916 ard 1917,
‘fifty temporary ward butldings were adiled, which increased the capacity of the
entire hospital area to 1, (70 bads.

When the new L;.mrv and Artiilerv Posts were ccmpleted, the eatire 2¢th
Infantry vas siationed in the Infantry Post. The 2id and 15th bareries of
artillery moved wito the Arullery Post, and units of the 1st Cavalry occupied
the Cavalry Post. In 1507 the 9th Infantry, returning Irom the Failippines,
relieved the 2ach iy the Infantry Post, the 26&h hifantry guing to the Lilands,
Uairs of the 3rd Cavalry joined the Cavalry garrison at about this same time.
During the peried that followed and until the declaraticn which commiirted us
into the World War, units of the 1%h Infantry, the 3od and 7th Ficld Arallery,
and the 3rd and 1é&h Cavalry, had been staticned at Fort Sam Heuston.

At about the same time (1%07) a movemcent was begun for the erection of a
Post Chapel, and it was ;hroush the personal efferts of Chapla‘n Dicksen mhat

. $30, 00N. G0 was cantributed by the citizeas ef San Antonio and the Army pers senncl

of the garrison for that purpase. On Ocicher 17, 1379, the uncempleted building
was dedicated by William Howard Taft, then President of the United States. The
Post Chapel was dedicated as th.e religicus center of the post, and services were
open to the public as well as to the military personnel and their families.
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For coverul yoirs, ductolick el 2=:ly, the Liarin el By edonsl waapae
ea; ?::s;.l; TadavEn v enssivlyussddaro s vy r.u_.m.. = cf 1911,
galetti e e v23 1T Dest TCL C*--I'L\ «3 21T 3 tme that e
Ballc'a» was clicialle taryed ores to the Quartesasesr, axd -'*-re ticn, each
chy i bis elicd i r'cv.'::z-::..'.: e=d worzxd too=si Us comntsden, uarl
totay, with £ will 220clated Lodocaped surrasidin s, & bas become 2 very
b.oaurisd saructaze. As poescst i rellzious x::::--...._:icn 22 Fo:t Sam
Heartea bnclules Romaa Caenoifce, Prcoestants, Qusistisas, zod Episcopalazs,
azd four choplaiss are & active € 3y to sLninister thelr falihs,

Ia Fehouagy 1910 the poat became Uhe prced posdessor of the first

alrileae banr to brereted fn S Copartrent, It was located in the north-

ast part ¢f te post, wiere Lindizz azd tate-ci space was availoble, and was
49 feet by 41 feet i size. L was bere ath Liew2, Poany Fadois aznd bis crew
L:bored with bis Wright biplane and the catnpult device which gave the ialtial
momencum to the plene, The successitl experiments, so erudely begus, led
to the awrtonzitica of aa Aviatica Secticn in the Sigaal Corps in July,. 1914.
The accanpunyicg zerial view takea especially for thiy ardcle by Licut. Colauel
H.H.C. Rickards, Air Corps, thorcughly demnonstrates the advancement made
by this miilirary arm since 1510.

It 1911 with the unsettled condizions u:.:t::; batvieen cur nalicn and the
Mexic.aa Covernmeit, President Taft exdered the mcoblizarion of a provisicnal
divisicn vader the command of Major Generul W.H. Carver, Tihe area lyieg

2 aorh of thie post was selectad for the encanipment, and the
fullowoang troaps were assembled: 10 Infaanry; ¥7th Infanwry; 28tk Infantry;
11th Iafasrzy; 15th Ldfarcy; L3th bdaarry: 18th hianery; 11kh Cavalry; Sth
Cavaliy; 3rd Fielu Artllery; 4th Field Artillery, and some Siznal Corps aad
E:'.;,mv:c: T Oaps. .

The Department ¢f Texas was abelisha4 on February 15, 1913, and the
Southern Deparament was estabiished the same cdate, witu its headquasters in
the Quadranzle., The 3G7 acres toak place, was purchased in March 1913, as
a further alddition to the Post.

Azin in 1916 while the European powers were at war, a mchilizaticn of
the \'.'.'nm..u Guard numbering appraximatety 13, CCJ troops, tader command
of Major General Funstan, was called for border service and training, and the
folicwing crgrnizations were mustered izto acuve service: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
7tk 2ad {th Ilinois Infantry; 1st, Znd, ard 3rd Wisceasin infanery, and mis-
cellaneous units from Kansas, Missouri and Texas. The area occupied by
these troops lay to the east and north ¢f the post, and was designated as Camp
Wilsan, afer the then President of the Uaited States. The toral acreage of the
post kad now reached 1212, 21 acres.
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With cur entry ixto the World War, Fort Sam Houstom vas selected as one
of the desirable locaticns for a laxze Natlenal Army cantomements, and 2,118
additicnal acres were .a:qui:ed exiendlng to the northeast. It was very properly

named Camp Travis after that stalwait soldier, Colounel William B, Travis, who,
with a handful of patr\rts wtic‘l included Colcnel Bowie and Cavy Crockett,
barricaded themselves in the Alamo, where in March 1836 hopelessly outaumbered

by the Mexican Geaeral, ‘»mn Anna, and his t"o",_s, they were destroyed to the
last raan, It was here in 1917 that the S(th Divisicu was assembled and trained
for combat under the ccmimand of Major Ceneral Henry T. Allen., Latea the

18th Divisicn also was assembled bere {or tralzing ynder the command of
Brigadier General George H, Estes. The censtrucdor of this gigantic National
Armyv mebilization cantenment was placed uader the supervision of Lieut. Colanel
G.E. Thome, Quartermaster Corps.

To give a clear idea of this enormous uadertaking, a few statistics will be
queted to g

: calied for tl.e accommodation of
With the plans completed,
cn b2an on July &u,
i . Railroad

-,

M of roads,

give a mind's eye picture. The
and all its auxili
a June 22, 1917;

to be built
4§ CL SSIWCT 1A
b..L.es of water l:
Miles of railrcad tr
.\-'U.cs of interior v

Lum.;cr uk;cd -33, S
Concrete used -3
Plumbing fixtures
Number of cosking
Hardware used - 125,000 picccs
Dcors and sash - 63, ("0 eces
There were in use on the J;h--
77 saw outfits

12 concrete mixers
9 *rn;-'xchm'v machiaes
3 backfillers

15 scrapers
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€2 trucks, 3-tez

S pumps .

1 car wicades

3,616 loberers ' .
3,710 cazpeniers

113 plumbers

§4 electricions

455 cffice mea, and

237 team=iers

. “The plagning, manawmen® acd gupervisicn of tls large castruction program,

and the xﬂsuLs accamplisted, were well worthy cf the renowned army phrase
“well dcpe.’
In addisicn to the castructeon of Camp '1‘-.w:_s, 104 acres were allotted for

2 geneszl _supply dapot, aud aa Ocweex 29, 1917 recammencatdens were approved;
the consirucnca bogan eatly in 1918, Railroad trockage, reads, aad nicessary
urilities were bemum in 1920 and .completed ;n 1921, Lzud the depik was ready for
business, warehouses aud ul] er buildizz3 were rered in various locadons in the

ity at as appraamate cost 0f $172,C00. 00 por year, The aerial view of the
dapat as & is roday, gives a3 excellent fdea ¢f the impertance ¢f the activiry.
Today Jo s gb oi.2d L"‘" anent warchcuses, which aficod 53,722 sz eaze feet

C- dc ..{ ,_l—{.—.

Pricr to the establisa s depet, post supply was fumished from the
Quartermaster Depaet on the Quadrangie, which was vacated as a
cepot e".nrcl and made cver 1nto efices to accommodate the grear jncrease of
staff officers and tacir many functicas. Ca September L, 1920, me Southem
Dep:xr:rr.':u was abolished, aad the Eighth Curps Area, comprising the states of
Téxas, Ollahoma, Ceolarado, New Mexico, aad Arizcna was organized.

Following the war, ort Sam Heuston azd C‘.._“: Travis became the home
staticn of the hartle-fameus 2ad Division, less its Marize bnigade, which was
replaced by the 1st and 20ta kfantry regumerts. The deterinration of the
cantonement budaings made if necessary to recuce the sirength of the Divisien,
and in Jure 1927 tie 4th bngacde was moved to Fort Frazeis E. Warren, Wyoming.
Heusing conditions were becoming acute, and new perinincai caastrucdoa was
becomiag mere and morv essential. Good fortme wis in store for the army,
when i 1928 Congzess a; wropriated Lds 27 a gew building program, and after
very ¥ carciul planmng, coastrucden was begua. This program L.‘..ludg,d-

7 barracks

1 Signal communicasions buildiag

1 radio siatim

157 officers' quarters

140 noncommissticaed cfficers® quarters

1 Post Prison

1 Post Exchange and Fx.lh:g Statien

6
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1 Post Theater

5 Motor Pool buildings, with repair shops

1 baseball grandstand

1 football stadium .

113 garages 1
29 stables, sheds, stable guaxd huildings, shops, etc, -
1 Ordnance magazine

1 Ordnance shop and warechcuse

1 Quarcermaster warehouse

1 Dispensary, and '

1 Officers' Club and Mess

The cost cf this new constructicn has to date amounted to approximately
£5,500, 000.00. A pew heapital, with all its necessary auxilliary buildings
including a modern curses® quarters and detackment barracks, is now under
cemstruction, and will be finished within a year, The new hospital will bave
a bed capacity of 350, with facilities tQ ircrease to 375,

With the new construction abeut completed and occipied, and all the war
time cantcnment buildings dismantled, the eatire post, which today consists
of all the hererofore-mentioned posts combined, is something inspiringto
behold, and is posseased of the followinz facilitiea-

.
* 1,028 binldinzs in all, consisting of:-

' guarters

ficers' quaxters

1ssicned officers’ quarters

540 miscellzneous
29.5 miles of Roads
13.5 miles of Walks
3.2 miles of Railroads
27.7 miles of Water Mains
46 miles of Sewer Mains
3.35 miles of Overhead Transmissica lines
11.9 miles of undergroun. transmissica lines
14, 2 miles cf re  wvation fences
Capacityof b acks- 5, 106 men
Capacity of stables- 2, 355 animals
Capacity of quarters- 254 cificers and 141 noncommissioned officers
Capacity of ice plant~- 30 tans daily
Capacity of lnundry- 7,500 pieces daily

i
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ficers

Capacizy of balkory - 23, C20 pounds of breud catly

Capaciry of water pumpng pirnt=3, €00, CCO railing daily

For recrectita, the pest affouds & preat varicty of acdvides for sgort
lovers to choose from=--2 aine<kale goif cource recanlly c"'a-r.'__.\i with a
comfortable club beuse; 3 swimming pecis; 3 palo £ f‘..z a bageball field with
g-cudstand to accommeodzle 2, 800 pecple; a focthall £eld 224 stadium which will
seat 5, 600, 9 miles ¢f bridie poths; tenn!is :'_:d baodball coumts. Otker facllitles
wnclude a modamm self sexving commissar R exctunge, gosoline filling
staticns; a library ccataining scme 40, CC0 vcl::::.es, a mest modern aad

beaurifully appointed cificers’ club, 2ad a moderm air-cenditicred moving pictur

theater, ruaning three shows dally with a new show eaclh: day.

And so we review the largsst mil!::’y post in the United Stares, which has
grown from its original 30 acres r.o 3,330. 64 acres; zom 2a original mean
strength of 15 officers cnd 142 enlisted men t6 238 ofhcers and 3, 413 eulisted
men. The txal population of th2 post txu_,, includin il
to 7,900, is equal toa fair-sircd ..l./
as to affozd all year cutdoor tra
out as to allew its rapid and elficic

Army Corps.. A post rich in miditary waditien, wh

outstanding military leaders served and studized to le

ed after a staunch aad loyal patri
presideat of the E-'.uuubl:c of Texas in 18
after aamissicn to the Federal Unicn, serve
years 1339-01, --the spisit of Sam licusten,
proud to have had such an insututicn named in his hen

(Paotographs referred to above cmitted).

(Prepared 1934-1536)
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