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NAME 
HISTORIC MAJESTIC THEATRE 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 214 East Houston S t r e e t 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

San Anton io VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

20 — H. B. Gonzales 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

Bexar 
CODE 

.023-
CLASSIFI CATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

5Q?BUILDINGIS) 

_STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
— I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

XJfiDCCUPIED 

— U N O C C U P I E D 

— W O R K IN P R O G R E S S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
_ Y E S : RESTRICTED 

X Y E S UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

_5fcOMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER. 

I OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

H o b l i t z e l l e Foundation 
STREETS. NUMBER 

2522 Republic Bank Bldg. 
CITY. TOWN 

Dal las VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Bexar County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

San Anton io 
STATE 

Texas 

aREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

.FEDERAL —STATE -COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED _UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE 

X_GOOD —RUINS X-ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Majestic t h e a t r e remains as one o f the f i n e s t examples o f the 
opulent show palaces i n the United States. Construction began i n 1927 
under the d i r e c t i o n o f i t s designer John Eberson, a r c h i t e c t . The t h e a t r e i s 
i n an 18 s t o r y o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . The t h e a t r e encompasses 1.8 m i l l i o n 
cubic f e e t o f space and i s the equi v a l e n t o f s i x s t o r i e s high. This 
th e a t r e was the l a r g e s t of Eberson's and was one o f the l a s t o f h i s 
"atmospheric t h e a t r e s " . Construction r e q u i r e d almost two years and i n 
the t h e a t r e p o r t i o n alone, 150 tons of s t e e l , 3,000 b r i c k s and 20,000 
yards of metal l a t h were used. The t h e a t r e has 4,000 seats i n an 
auditorium having two balconies. The upper balcony was o r i g i n a l l y 
reserved f o r the colored patronage and was reached by a separate s t a i r 
way and e l e v a t o r through a separte lobby entrance and t i c k e t booth a t 
the east side o f the b u i l d i n g . The t h e a t r e occupies most o f the block 
i n which i t i s locat e d . At present i t i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y i n t a c t . 

The auditorium i s a many faceted jewel of niches, a l c o v e s , g r o t t o s , 
recesses, pergolas, and campaniles. The basic design o f the assymetrical 
auditorium i s moorish. The stage and equipment remain a marvel. The 150x100 
f t . stage i s equiped f o r a wide v a r i e t y o f elaborate productions. The 
elaborate stage f l y g r i d system can move tons o f equipment, and h y d r a u l i c 
l i f t s and other equipment are i n t a c t . The main e l e c t r i c switchboard, a 
45x10 "Fuslok", can supply the e l e c t r i c a l needs o f a town o f 15,000. An 
a u x i l i a r y e l e c t r i c c o n t r o l system can be operated from the upper balcony. 
Lavish dressing rooms are beneath the stage. The organ was a 24 rank 
Marr and Colton—one o f the l a r g e s t ever b u i l t . Regrettably, the pipes 
o f t h i s organ were dismantled and donated as a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a scrap 
metal d r i v e d u r i n g World War I I . 

The two sides o f the aud i t o r i u m from rear w a l l s t o the proscenium 
arch are e l a b o r a t e l y decorated, although e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t i n design, g i v i n g 
added v a r i e t y t o the spectator. The east side o f the au d i t o r i u m i s 
dominated by an ancient c a s t l e scene o f elaborate baroque ornamentation. 
The west side i s dominated by a h i l l s i d e v i l l a g e o f Spanish-Moorish s t y l e . 
The reproduction o f the w a l l s are emphasized by an abundance o f sculptured 
f o l i a g e , s t a t u a r y , banners, pigeons, peacocks, and p a r r o t s . A s p e c i a l 
a c o u s t i c a l p l a s t e r was used i n c o n s t r u c t i n g the w a l l s and v a u l t e d c e i l i n g 
of the auditorium. A s p e c i a l e f f e c t "cloud machine" produces a r e a l i s t i c 
sky e f f e c t on the c e i l i n g . The speed o f the "cloud machine" can be 
regulated, which i n t u r n c o n t r o l s the r a t e a t which the s t a r s " t w i n k l e " . 
I n d i r e c t l i g h t i n g on the w a l l s and c e i l i n g complete the elements t h a t 
create the outdoor i l l u s i o n . 
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The e x t e r i o r of the b u i l d i n g i s r a t h e r p l a i n when compared t o 
the o s t e n t a t i o u s i n t e r i o r of the t h e a t r e . Rectangular i n plan, 
the s t r u c t u r e r i s e s t o the hei g h t o f 18 s t o r i e s p r o v i d i n g space 
f o r o f f i c e s . A p o r t i c o a t the s t r e e t l e v e l i s supported by Tuscan 
columns o f polished g r a n i t e and i s capped w i t h a parapet o f mission 
s t y l e . Above the p o r t i c o a massive b r i c k e d i f i c e i s accentuated i n 
symmetrical fashion w i t h small windows. Above the 18th s t o r y the 
b u i l d i n g i s terminated w i t h a t r i p a r t i t e composition i n the form o f 
twi n p a v i l l i o n s w i t h rounded arches separated by a p r o j e c t i n g mission 
parapet. Bulbous f i n i a l s f u r t h e r a l l u d e t o the e c l e c t i c character 
of the composition as they p r o j e c t from the heavy, many planed 
cornice. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 
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X1900 -
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—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 
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AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 
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^COMMERCE 

COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 
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—ENGINEERING 
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—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

X_MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

X-SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

X_THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 2 9 BUILDER/ARCHITECT j o ^ n E b e r s o n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Maje s t i c t h e a t r e i s tne most magnifleant show palace i n Texas, and 
one o f the most l u x u r i o u s i n the United States. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
Majestic t h e a t r e d u r i n g 1927-1929 climaxed the long i n t e r r e l a t e d t h e a t r e 
b u i l d i n g careers o f a r c h i t e c t John Eberson and promoter K a r l H o b l i t z e l l e . 
H o b l i t z e l l e moved t o Texas i n 1905 and began t o develop the I n t e r s t a t e c i r c u i t 
of t h e a t r e s . John Eberson soon became the p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t f o r the design 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r the chain o f theatres i n the I n t e r s t a t e c i r c u i t . The 
Majestic t h e a t r e opened on A p r i l 11, 1929, f o r the premiere o f the p i c t u r e 
" A l l Quiet on the Western Front". Although H o b l i t z e l l e and Eberson were tc 
have long continued careers, the l a t e r designs o f Eberson and b u i l d i n g s of 
H o b l i t z e l l e were t o be o f the suburban, p l a s t i c s t y l e d i c t a t e d by the t a l k i e s , 
the depression and changing entertainment t a s t e s . 

The Maj e s t i c t h e a t r e opened too l a t e f o r the t y p i c a l o r g a n - s i l e n t f i l m of 
the twenties. However, f o r several years t r a v e l i n g v a u d e v i l l e acts were pop
u l a r a t the t h e a t r e . Ted Lewis, Ed Wynn and other s t a r s soon were replaced 
by the c e l e b r i t i e s o f the Big Band Era. The l a s t days o f reg u l a r stage 
performances were i t s b r i g h t e s t as p a t r i o t i s m l e d the most glamerous stars 
to perform i n San Antonio which had f i v e major m i l i t a r y i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
operating a t f u l l s t r e n g t h d u r i n g World War I I . With the end o f the war, 
Kay Keyser, P h i l H a r r i s , and other s t a r s gave t h e i r f i n a l performance a t 
the M a j e s t i c , and the callboards were stored permanently i n the vacant 
dressing rooms. 

Beginning i n the summer of 1974, the f i l m s showed a t the M a j e s t i c were 
r e s t r i c t e d t o black a c t i o n movies. During the l a s t few weeks the th e a t r e 
remained open, the f i l m s showed were l i m i t e d t o Spanish language movies. 
During the l a s t days of December, 1974, the magn i f i c e n t M a j e s t i c Theatre 
was closed, and i t s f u t u r e remains u n c e r t a i n . The o f f i c e spaces i n the 
b u i l d i n g continue t o be occupied. 
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The almost complete d e m o l i t i o n of the opulent and grandiose 
theatres i n Texas i s c u r r e n t l y t h r e a t e n i n g the Ma j e s t i c Theatre 
i n San Antonio. The t h e a t r e i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y i n t a c t and almost 
b e l i e s d e s c r i p t i o n w i t h i t s enormous s i z e and decorative d e t a i l s . 
W i t h i n less than four year the Maje s t i c Theatre w i l l c e lebrate 
i t s f i f t i e t h anniversary, i f i t has not been demolished w i t h i n 
t h i s b r i e f p eriod of time. P r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s throughout Texas 
are r a l l y i n g t o save t h i s most s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l landmark. 
Being l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places w i l l 
a f f o r d s u b s t a n t i a l support f o r the s a f e t y of the Ma j e s t i c Theatre, 
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N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: M a j e s t l c T h e a t r e 

OTHER KAMS: 

L O C A T I O N : 

S T R t e T i NUMBER • 

E. Houston gWee^r" 
arr.TowN 

1/ San Antonio 
STATE 

C O N G R t i i i O N A l DISTRICT 

^ e i ^ t i e t h 

L - ^ x a r - 029 
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ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAIIE) : 

NTS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

S00TH\7EST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTHlvTST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 
. / (Subs t an t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 / S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 — Subs tc in t i a l lv i n t a c t - 3 
_ unknown - A un)cnovn.-5 .^^^known -6 
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 ..Net arplScahle-9 

CONDITION-

ACCESS. 

—EXCELLENT 

^ I n t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intacc-0 
—DETERIORATED 

_ R U I N S 
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_l'nexcavat'?'l 

—UNALTERED 

^(ClEREO 
-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

RIGINALSITE 

— M O V I O 

—Unknown 

Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access 

historic d i s t r i c t Y E S 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES NO 

ADAPTIVE USE; YES NO Saved ? YES 

Unknown 

t!G 

FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words) 

then- THEATRE/OFFICE SPACE 

now- NOT IN USE/OFFICE SPACE 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—AflCHEOLOUT PREHISTORIC 

ARCMEOLOGYMISTOBIC 

—APICULTURE 

W ^ H I T E C T U R E -

WBT - J ^ 
—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

f i r s t 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

-EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

YES NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— i A w / ( k ) v ' t / p o l i t i c s —SCIENCE 
—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POUTlCS-GOVf RNMENT 

. ^ . en te r t a inment -
^ h e a l t h 

** o l d e s t - ' YES NO 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN Settlement 
/ s o c i o / c u l t u r a l 

NSPORTATiON / urban & conimun 
ciFYi ' ^ p lanning 

—THANSPOnTAT 

k ^ M ^ R m f f C I F 

* * o n l y L ' YES NO 
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L STYLE. ' SPANISH COLONIAL, filSSION ELEMENTS 

architect/m.buildei. John Eberson landscap^garden designer; 
interior decorator; 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES: 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

engineer: 

artist/artisan: 

bui Ider/contrac tor; 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century):" ^ ^ 2 ' ~ l ' ^ ^ 

DATE(S) OF "{•lAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E ; (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

ACREAGE .'(to 

LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) 0.5 acres 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural informati^in nere) a*«air<liP«*»-SHr>id3v^i^^ 1» s tor ies^ rec

tangular, f l a t roof s e c t i o n ^ 1-story f u l l - w i d t h entrance ;^erehVith paired columns and 

shaped parapet, elaborateljy duuavnUud 1oth-story parapet wi th centra l p a v i l i o n and 

• f i n i a l s ; outstanding i n t e r i o r auditorium wi th 2 balconies ,^ lavishly moulded walls and 

/

ilWiMorCiWc 
cteii^jcn^fs^ ^000 seats MKI "^skji*' c e i l i n g wi th projected clouds and s t a r ^ Spanish color l ia l 

and Mission/^elements. One of the few remaining examples of ej^Jauberant theatre archi tec-

turajjia****—itt-Sergcs". 
SIGNIFICANCE;(maximum two sentences) 
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