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The Majestic theatre remains as one of the finest examples of the
opulent show palaces in the United States. Construction began in 1927
under the direction of its designer John Eberson, architect. The theatre is
in an 18 story office building. The theatre encompasses 1.8 million
cubic feet of space and is the equivalent of six stories high. This
theatre was the largest of Eberson's and was one of the last of his
"atmospheric theatres". Construction required almost two years and in
the theatre portion alone, 150 tons of steel, 3,000 bricks and 20,000
yards of metal lath were used. The theatre has 4,000 seats in an
auditorium having two balconies. The upper balcony was originally
reserved for the colored patronage and was reached by a separate stair-
way and elevator through a separte lobby entrance and ticket booth at
the east side of the building. The theatre occupies most of the block
in which it is located. At present it is exceptionally intact.

The auditorium is a many faceted jewel of niches, alcoves,grottos,
recesses, pergolas, and campaniles. The basic design of the assymetrical
auditorium is moorish. The stage and equipment remain a marvel. The 150x100
ft. stage is equiped for a wide variety of elaborate productions. The
elaborate stage fly grid system can move tons of equipment, and hydraulic
lifts and other equipment are intact. The main electric switchboard, a
45x10 "Fuslok", can supply the electrical needs of a town of 15,000. An
auxiliary electric control system can be operated from the upper balcony.
Lavish dressing rooms are beneath the stage. The organ was a 24 rank
Marr and Colton--one of the largest ever built. Regrettably, the pipes
of this organ were dismantled and donated as a contribution to a scrap
metal drive during World War II.

The two sides of the auditorium from rear walls to the proscenium
arch are elaborately decorated, although entirely different in design, giving
added variety to the spectator. The east side of the auditorium is
dominated by an ancient castle scene of elaborate baroque ornamentation.
The west side is dominated by a hillside village of Spanish-Moorish style.
The reproduction of the walls are emphasized by an abundance of sculptured
foliage, statuary, banners, pigeons, peacocks, and parrots. A special
acoustical plaster was used in constructing the walls and vaulted ceiling
of the auditorium. A special effect "cloud machine" produces a realistic
sky effect on the ceiling. The speed of the "cloud machine" can be
regulated, which in turn controls the rate at which the stars"twinkle".
Indirect lighting on the walls and ceiling complete the elements that
create the outdoor illusion.
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exterior of the building is rather plain when compared to
ostentatious interior of the theatre. Rectangular in plan,
structure rises to the height of 18 stories providing space-
offices. A portico at the street level is supported by Tuscan

columns of polished granite and is capped with a parapet of mission
style. Above the portico a massive brick edifice is accentuated in
symmetrical fashion with small windows. Above the 18th story the
building is terminated with a tripartite composition in the form of
twin pavillions with rounded arches separated by a projecting mission
parapet. Bulbous finials further allude to the eclectic character

of the composition as they project from the heavy, many planed
cornice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Majestic theatre is the most magnificant show palace in Texas, and
one of the most luxurious in the United States. The construction of the
Majestic theatre during 1927-1929 climaxed the long interrelated theatre
building careers of architect John Eberson and promoter Karl Hoblitzelle.
Hoblitzelle moved to Texas in 1905 and began to develop the Interstate circuit
of theatres. John Eberson soon became the principal architect for the design
and construction for the chain of theatres in the Interstate circuit. The
Majestic theatre opened on April 11, 1929, for the premiere of the picture
"All  Quiet on the Western Front". Although Hoblitzelle and Eberson were tc
have long continued careers, the later designs of Eberson and buildings of
Hoblitzelle were to be of the suburban, plastic style dictated by the talkies,

the depression and changing entertainment tastes.

The Majestic theatre opened too late for the typical organ-silent film of
the twenties. However, for several years traveling vaudeville acts were pop-
ular at the theatre. Ted Lewis, Ed Wynn and other stars soon were replaced

by the celebrities of the Big Band Era. The last days of regular stage
~performances were its brightest as patriotism led the most glamerous stars

to perform in San Antonio which had five major military installations
operating at full strength during World War II. With the end of the war,
Kay Keyser, Phil Harris, and other stars gave their final performance at
the Majestic, and the callboards were stored permanently in the vacant

dressing rooms.

Beginning in the summer of 1974, the films showed at the Majestic were
restricted to black action movies. During the last few weeks the theatre
remained open, the films showed were limited to Spanish language movigs.
During the last days of December, 1974, the magnificent Majestic Theatre
was closed, and its future remains uncertain. The office spaces in the

building continue to be occupied.
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The almost complete demolition of the opulent and grandiose
theatres in Texas is currently threatening the Majestic Theatre
in San Antonio. The theatre is exceptionally intact and almost
belies description with its enormous size and decorative details.
Within less than four year the Majestic Theatre will celebrate

its fiftieth anniversary, if it has not been demolished within
this brief period of time. Preservationists throughout Texas

are rallying to save this most significant historical landmark.
Being listed on the National Register of Historic Places will
afford substantial support for the safety of the Majestic Theatre.
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CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT
{‘S“an Antonio VICINITY OF Syeptieth T

S TX Ly (/éxar - 029
OWNER OF PROPERTY! (circie) /gruvxm: STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER
ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) ¢
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC  MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST  MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

. .
FEATURES: INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
. ubstantially intact-1 “\.bstantxally intact-2 — Substantially intact-3
unknown - 4 __unknown.-5 Jfoknown ~6
» — not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _ Nct appliczkle-9
- Interior, exterior, cnvirons not intact-0
CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED %lsmusnz
000 —RUINS TERED —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unkncown
~Unexcavated : ~Excavated
ACCESS - Yes-restricted Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown
. historic district? YES o)
5 WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES JQ
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES 52
IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE.; YES NO Saved ? YES 0
FUNCTION (S); (use vbcabulary words)
then-  THEATRE/OFFICE SPACE : :

now- NOT IN USE/OFFICE SPACE

SIGNIFICANCE:

—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION “=entertainment - Qé
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —taw/Gov't/politics _science /£ _health
ICULTURE __ECONOMICS —UTERATURE / _recreation
&« vzcwu: - ‘)l __EDUCATION _ MIUTARY —_SOCIAHUMANITAR, __settlement
J —ENGINEERING —music —socio/cultural

v'
—COMMERCE - _EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
~—~COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT R (SRECIFY) planning
C —INVENTION
.
S r#
laim : O (L) e W ia¥rg

Lo
first? ves o ®€oldest?? ves o ‘' “only? yves wo



—

(o L]
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: SPANISH COLONIAL / MISSION ELEMENTS

““““

architec + John Eberson

/

engineer:
landscape/garden designer: ; artist/artisan:

interi s :
terior decorator: bulldel'/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES:
ES: personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

/ / "
DATES: ‘ LI
> DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 192'7;,&

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

o
SOURCE: (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY
® OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:
g ACREAGE° (to nearest tenth of an acre) 0.5 acres
nug\qmuu o) Conaining U-shing ranker,

COMI\{ENTS: (include architectural informanon WWW 18 storlesA rec-

tangular, flat roof sectionsp\ 1- -story full-width entrancefgg-reh with palred columns and

Covi 0 ea
Igarapei:, elaborately—deeerebed  18th-story parapet with central pavilion and

finials; outstanding 1nter10r audltorlum with 2 ba1c0n1esmlav1shly mow. lded walls and

T Wusioniske
/ @::'hﬁlgq L+OOO seats rd "l ce111ng with projected clouds and starsO Spanish colorilal
state’s 4
Vizi ‘1[,_4

and Mass:Lon,\e ements. One of #he few remaining examples of ex'w.\berant theatre architec-
N — A

‘4

g turpm :
SIG IFICANCE:(maxzmum two sentences)




¢ _Theatre 15001952 0b/ |3 120IS

(Resourge Name) (Reference Number(s]) (Date form completed)

Bexar TX WACC
(County) (State) (Completed by)
STATUS:

1. MISSING ___ 2. REMOVED/ _ 3. NHL _)(L 4 TR___ 5MRA___ 6.0VER-_ 7.NPS-___ B.DOE - 9. RESTRICTED

DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION
————————S S T T s

EXPLANATION:

1.

Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos (
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

)

5 / /
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

3 o419 193
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

4,
(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)
(TR or MRA Name)

5.
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMENTS: / /

(Where found, or source of replacement)

(Date Found/Replaced)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places

Locator Card

WASO 21
JAN. 1986

I RIS R T Ny St LT TP,



