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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Epperson-McNntt House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

House o f the Seasons 

< / / I 

|2. LOCATION 

Ij-09 South Alley Street 'Zj ~n7Pf 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

o e f f e r s o n 

1^ 

C O U N T Y : 

Marion 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

1/1 

u 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g K l 

Site • St ruc ture • 

O b j e c t • 

OWNERSHIP 

P u b l i c • 

P r i v a t e X 

Both • 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P rocess 

Be ing C o n s i d e r e d 

STATUS 

Occup ied 

Unoccup ied L l ] 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in progress 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d ^ 

U n r e s t r i c t e d Q 

No: • 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Q G o v e r n m e n t 

Commercial • I n d u s t r i a l • 

Educa t i ona l Q M i l i t a r y Q 

En te r ta i nmen t • M u s e u m • 

Park • 

P r iva t e Residence S 

R e l i g i o u s Q 

S c i e n t i f i c Q 

Transportation 

Other ( S p e c i f y ) 

• 

• 

Comments d J 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

m 

LU 

O W N E RS N A M E : 

Dr. and Mrs . Wal ter S. McNutt 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

14-09 South A l l e y S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n Texas 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Marion County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2?}] A u s t i n S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OP NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

577 OAM 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Hi S t n r i p. Arrn^ri p.qn R n i 1 rli n g . ' ^nrvey 
DATE OF SURVEY: ^ Federa l State • Coun ty • L o c a l • 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y of Conpress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

W a s h i n g t o n , D. G. 08 
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\7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 

E x c e l l e n t Q Good 

{ Check One; 

F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed • 

. ( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

(Check One) 

Moved • Original Site ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

This two story frame I t a l i a n V i l l a i s one of the few 
houses of I t s type i n the region. I t i s an excellent example 
of the t r a n s i t o r y period between the Greek Revival and the 
Victorian styles. The main house i s approximately f i f t y -
and-a-hklf feet by twenty-seven-and-a-half fe e t . The 
servants' quarters wing i s approximately seventeen feet by 
twenty-seven-and-a-half feet and i s connected to the main 

.-'̂ ''̂ block at the r i g h t of the rear facade. The main (east) 
facade has a f i v e bay composition. The main entrance has 
a segmental-arched opening, double doors, an elaborate 
transom, and s i d e l i g h t s . The four flanking windows on the 
main facade have nineeover-nine l i g h t s and extend to the 
f l o o r . A one-story porch extends across the width of the 
bui l d i n g . A l l windows on the second f l o o r have round-arched 
openings and decorative jauntons. five-sided bay extends 
•on the south side of the structure with three windows en 
each l e v e l . The cupola x>rhich surmounts the nearly f l a t , 
standing seam, t i n roof has three round-headed windows on 
each side, a balistraded widow's walk, and a f i n e bracked 
cornice. The cupola i s surmounted by a wooden f i n i a l . The 
three \d.ndows on each of the four sides of the cupula have 
d i f f e r e n t colored glass vjhich give the house i t s name. 
The blue glass represents winter, the green glass depicts 
spring, the yellow glass i s f o r summer, and the red glass 
denotes f a l l . The open h a l l w e l l rises from the ground 
f l o o r to' the top of the cupula g i v i n g a rotunda and dome­
l i k e apnearance. 

The f l o o r plan of the house has a central h a l l v.'ith 
two rooms on eaoh side. The drawing room and opening i h 
the f l o o r below the cupula feature some f i n e frescos. 
There are four I t a l i a n marble mantels on the fireplaces. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I -

U 

a: 

lU 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y Q 

1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y | ^ 

2 0 t h C e n t u r y • 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l • Urban P lann i ng • 
Prehi s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (Specify) • 
Hi s to r i c • I ndus t ry • l osophy • 

Agr i cu I ture • 1 n ven t i on • Science • 
Art • L a n d s c o p e ScuIpture • 
Commerce n A r c h i t e c t u r e S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

Commun ica t i ons n L i t e r a t u r e n i t a r i a n • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n n Mi l i t a r y 111 T h e a t e r • 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

Benjamin H. Epperson was born i n M i s s i s s i p p i i n 
1826. He attended Princeton U n i v e r s i t y f o r a w h i l e , 
then studied law i n C l a r k s v i l l e , Texas, and was ad­
m i t t e d to the bar. A f t e r s e r v i n g as a s t a t e l e g i s ­
l a t o r he was defeated as the Whig candidate f o r gover­
nor. As was t r u e o f many southern Whigs, Epperson 
supported the Union cause u n t i l the war began and then 
turned h i s l o y a l t y t o Texas a f t e r a l l p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f keeping the s t a t e from secession had f a i l e d . 

A f t e r the C i v i l War Epperson was the sta t e ' s 
l e g a l and f i n a n c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n a case which 
r e s u l t e d i n one o f the most important Supreme Court 
decisions o f our h i s t o r y — T e x a s vs. White. While 
the f a c t s o f the case concerned some bonds t h a t the 
s t a t e had conferred t o White during the C i v i l War, 
the i m p l i c a t i o n s were much l a r g e r . The de c i s i o n o f 
the Court was t h a t the Federal Union was not d i s s o l v a b l e 
and, t h e r e f o r e , a s t a t e d i d not have the r i g h t o f 
secession; thus, l e g a l l y making the C i v i l War an 
act o f r e b e l l i o n on the p a r t o f the Confederate s t a t e s . 

Epperson's p a r t i n the drama o f Reconstruction 
d i d not end here. He was ele c t e d t o the United States 
House o f Representatives i n 1867 b u t was refused h i s 
seat by the Republican Congress. The f o l l o w i n g year 
he was a delegate to the N a t i o n a l Democratic Conven­
t i o n i n New York C i t y , o f t e n c a l l e d the Arm-in-Arm 
Convention. 

I n 1871 Epperson moved t o J e f f e r s o n t o p r a c t i c e 
law. I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s l e g a l p r a c t i c e he was a 
s t a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e and promoter and e a r l y p r e s i d e n t 
o f the Memphis, E l Paso, and P a c i f i c Railroad ( l a t e r 
the Texas and P a c i f i c ) . 

His second w i f e and f i v e c h i l d r e n survived him 
a f t e r h i s death i n 1878. I n 1965 the Epperson-McNutt hous 
was designated a h i s t o r i c landmark by the Texas State His 

, Survey Committee. 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Alexander, D. B. Texas Homes of the 19th Century. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
0 
R 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S J M A N O N E A C R E 

C O R N E R L A T 1 T U D E L O N Gl T U D E L A T l T U D E ^ ^ ^ L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees M inu tes Seconds Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

NW 

N E 

O I » 

O • N 

0 > . 

0 • m 
9 4 ° 2 1 ' 0 6 ' 32° 4 5 ' 27" 

SE O t H O t • 

SW O > * O 1 M 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A p r E S 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY; 

FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Wayne B e l l , Project Director (GH,JF,DC,JM) 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E 

8-18-69 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 West 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCAHON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

N a t i o n a l • State ^ 0 ^ Local • 

Name 

Title State L ia i son O f f i c e r 

3̂t̂  September 25, 1969 

S T A T E 

Texas 42 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

t 
Chief, Office of Archeology and History(^T'^servation 

OCT 2 8 1969 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Tgte National Register 

DDT 2 8 tQgg 

CD 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Epperson-McNutt House, Marion County - 315 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 94° 21' 06" Longitude 32° 45' 27" 

1 

Please CHANGE t h i s to c o r r e c t l y read: 

Latitude 32° 45' 27" Longitude 94"" 21' 06" 

A new, c o r r e c t l y marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t w i t h t h i s one. Theink you. 

;•!,. • i '.•G-0 ' i.;:v • : 

•' •. 









Form 10-301 
;3uly 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

M a r i o n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 

Epper son-McNut t House (House o f t h e Seasons) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 

U 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

409 South A l l e y S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 

Texas 048 
C O U N T Y : 

M a r i o n 315 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

UJ 

UJ 

S O U R C E : - . - - T p r ~ -

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological/'Snryey/^ 
1:24000 

DATE: 1 9 5 7 . 1 9 6 2 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #3294^^4310^^/1 
Jefferson, Texas \-; ^EGlSj'" 

2 ^ 
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Hon* J^alph WebrttGr Va£tK?rc»o!i 
Viiit&tX States S^neito 

Dear Sctiator Yarborough* 

Wa ftiro ploa&ed to inform you that th© t i ia tor ic propc-rtiss 

Xlistcd on the enclosure haA^Kicn n^jtiinatyd by tha o f f i c e r 

appointed by tha Governor f o r th-? iapless^ntation of tho 

National Histor ic Pr^^aervation Procirara i n XcKas end ha .^ 

bsr^n entered in to the ''Kational Keglater of Historic 

Places*" Sisnator John Towfts &nd Rcprf!S5r»tativ«« l^right 

l^att?^ and Jack Brooks li&va also been provided v?ith th i« 

inforcat ioa , A l ea f l e t explalaingi tho National K-s^jister 

i& «nclosoi5« 

Sincerely youre^ 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Chief, Off ica c f Arch^oXojy 

»rjc3 Historic f^^sorvatioa 

Sacloaurt^s 

•O -H 
rH > 
<y H 

•H O 
O VI 
<y o • 
*> U 

cc: 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical 
Survey Ccnnittee, 103 v;cst 15th Street, Austin, Texas 7S701 

Daplicata copies sent to: 
Hon. John Tov/cr Hon. V/right Patraaa Hon. Jack Crooks 
United States Senate House of RepresentativesHouso of Representatives 
V.'ashington, D.C, Washington, D.C. Washington, D.C. 

Eagional Director, Southwest Region 



IN R E P L Y REFER T O : 

H30-IIR 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ^^lTERIOR 

NATIONAL P A R K SERVICE 
eoj 19TH STREET, N. V I . 

; WASHINGTON, D. C. £0008 

Properties added to the National Register of Histo r i c Places 

TE?9\S 

Alley-Carlson House (Marion County) 

y/Epporson-McNutt House (Marion County) 

Jefferson Playhouse (Marion County) 

Old United States Post Office and Courts Building (Marion County) 

Excelsior Hotel (Marion County) 

The Presbyterian Manse (I'larion County) 

George Sealy House (Galveston County) 

Old Red (Galveston County) 

El Mina Shrine Temple (Galveston County) 



Texos State His tor ica l Survey Commi t tee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Trutfi Lalimer 

Cx*ci//irf Dirtcfet 

January 4, 1972 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
801 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
in our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t that t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison O f f i c e r 

By: 

Wayne 
Project 

e l l , AIA 
rector 

TL/MWB/pbs 


