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[ i . NAME" 
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Texas 

Carson 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

C O M M O N ; 

Carson County Square House Museum 

Y NUMBER 

1 m 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Square House 
L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

5 t h and E l s i e s t r e e t s (Highway 207) 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Panhandle 
S T A T E 

Texas 048 Carson 
3. CLASSIFICATtON 

065 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t 13 B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

E Occup ied 

1 1 U noccup ied 

I i P rese rvo t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

[ 3 R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

• En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

[ I I ndus t r i a l 

I 1 M i l i t a r y 

[ Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

i 1 R e l i g i o u s 

i I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

[ 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Carson County H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

M r s . R a l p h Rande l , Cha i rman , 400 C h a r l e s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Panhandle 
| 5 . LOCATtON QIF' LEGAL DESCRIPTION" 

Texas 048 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Carson County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Panhandle 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

Texas 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1966 • Federa l S State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

b E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 048 
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17. D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

( C h e c * O n e ; 

E x c e l l e n t • Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d S Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

S Moved O O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Square House, b u i l t i n Panhandle i n 1887-1888 i s an 
a t t r a c t i v e frame residence which has become.a landmark of 
Northwest Texas. The house i s a symmetrical b u i l d i n g w i t h a 
veranda across the main facade. A c e n t r a l doorway and a p a i r 
of windows on each side of the door open onto the porch. 

The house has four rooms cn the f i r s t f l o o r w i t h an up­
s t a i r s room w i t h i n the deck-on-hip r o o f . The upper chamber 
was reached by a narrow l a d d e r - l i k e s t a i r s . The upper room i s 
l i t by a small dormer window w i t h a clipped-gable r o o f . The 
f l a t deck-portion of the roof has a surrounding balustrade. 
The "widow's walk" however, i s p u r e l y ornamental. 

The s t r u c t u r e i s sheathed w i t h clapboarding and has very 
r e s t r a i n e d a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g , i n c l u d i n g a simple box 
cornice surrounding the square s t r u c t u r e . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD CChecJc One or More es Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n j d ] 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

S 19th Cen tury 

• 20th Centu ry 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( s ) ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1887-1888 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

[ 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

i I A g r i c u l t u r e 

r K A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

[ I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

[ I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

|~] Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

I I Socio l /Human-

i t a r i o n 

• Thea te r 

[71 T ranspo r t a t i on 

LT) 

Hi 

UJ 

CO 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Square House Museum, although a modest b u i l d i n g i n 
size and a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l , i s an important example of 
domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e f o r Northwest Texas i n t h a t i t represents 
one of the e a r l i e s t frame residences (1887-1888) constructed 
during the p e r i o d of settlement on the Staked P l a i n s . At 
the time t h i s residence was constructed(the lumber was brought 
from Kansas City) t o house an o f f i c i a l of the Southern Kansas 
Railroad a m a j o r i t y o f the Panhandle s e t t l e r s were housed i n 
dugouts. Consequently, t h i s b u i l d i n g , among the o l d e s t extant 
s t r u c t u r e s i n the Texas Panhandle, represents a s i g n i f i c a n t 
milestone i n the h i s t o r y and development of Northwest Texas. 

The Square House was b u i l t as the residence of an o f f i c i a l 
w i t h the Southern Kansas Railway when t e r m i n a l t r a c k was l a i d 
from Kiowa, Kansas, t o Panhandle, Texas. This, the o l d e s t 
house i n Panhandle, was the home of several notable Panhandle 
pioneer f a m i l i e s , i n c l u d i n g Judge James Christopher Paul, 
Judge J. L. Harrison, James B. Wilks, and S h e r i f f Oscar L. 
Thorp. 

Judge James Christopher Paul and h i s f a m i l y occupied the 
Square House i n the e a r l y 1890s. Paul and several business 
partners opened the Panhandle Bank i n 1888. This was the 
old e s t bank i n Northwest Texas, and from 1888 u n t i l i t volun­
t a r i l y closed i n 1942, was h i g h l y i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the economic 
development of the Panhandle area. 

Judge J. L. Harrison and h i s f a m i l y moved t o the Square 
House i n 1896, and l i v e d there f o r several decades. Harrison 
was a prominent cattleman i n the Panhandle area, and l a t e r , 
around 1900, was elected county judge. 

Oscar L. Thorp bought the Square House i n 1920. Thorp, 
o r i g i n a l l y a rancher, was elected s h e r i f f i n 1922, and served 
i n t h a t o f f i c e f o r e i g h t years dur i n g the o i l boom days - a 
chaotic p e r i o d f o r law enforcement. 

The Square House was occupied as a p r i v a t e residence  
u n t i l 1965, when, i n order t o save i t from d e s t r u c t i o n , the  
b u i l d i n g was moved t o i t s present s i t e . The restored b u i l d i n g  
i s operated as a r e g i o n a l museum, and has been accredited by 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Rande l , Jo S t e w a r t ( M r s . R a l p h ) , e d . 1 9 6 6 . A t ime to purpose; a 
c h r o n i c l e of Carson County. Panhandle: Carson County 
H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee and P ioneer P r e s s . V o l s . I & I I 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee marker f i l e s . 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

35 ° 20 44" 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

101° 22' 50 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: .25 a c r e 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

21 /J76D 

1 1 . FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND TITLE: waync B c l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r  
Gary Hume, A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 7-5-72 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTI PICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according ^o the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nation// Park Service. The/e/ommended 

level of significa/(/e 

National 

Name 

Title S t a t e L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Bate J ^ l y 197 2 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Arcfieology and Hj4tpric Preservation 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Texas 

Carson 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2, LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

I y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Carson County Square House M \ i s e \ i f ^ . \ \ y ^ ' - ^ / f ^ 
Square House / A- < ;Q\ 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Shh and F i s i e str«^pts (Hi ahv>̂ aiYn2071>̂ ;. "̂ ^̂  

Panhandle 

SOURCE 

u n i t e d States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey. 

SCALE: 1 ; 2 4 0 0 0 

1966 
'4 . REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1 . Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Panhandle west, Texas 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered ^^/^/^^^ 

Name Location 

Blount (Capt. TM::iias VSis.) Kousa San Augustias v i c i n i t y 
Saa Augustina County 

Car̂ :on County ST-i^re House Huseua FaiiJ^iy^dle 
Cs-rson Coxmty 

St. E'lward's rnivarsifcy Main Austin 
BuU-ding and !!-oIy Cross i'JorMitory Trnvis County 

Also Notified 

Hon, Jolin G. Tower 
lion. JJoyd M. Eenteen, Jr. 
lion. Charies ivilson 
Kon. UFiThsj:& Jordan 
fton. J. J. (Jake) Pickle 

Director, Southwest Region /p̂ R 

State Liaison Officer 
Hr. Truett Latiiser, Executive Direct* 
Texas State historical Survey 

COiraaittee 
Post Office Dox 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
NRowlandrrnm 3/12/73 


