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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sguare House, built in Panhandle in 1887-1888 is an
attractive frame residence which has become a landmark of
Northwest Texas. The house is a symmetrical building with a
veranda across the main facade. A central doorway and a pair
of windows on each side of the door open onto the porch.

The house has four rooms on the first floor with an up-
stairs room within the deck—on-hlp roof. The upper chamber
was reached by a narrow ladder-like stairs. The upper room is
lit by a small dormer window with a clipped-gable roof. The
flat deck-portion of the roof has a surrounding balustrade.
The "widow's walk" however, is purely ornamental.

The structure is sheathed with clapboarding and has very
restrained architectural detailing, including a simple box
cornice surrounding the square structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Square House Museum, although a modest building in
size and architectural detail, is an important example of
domestic architecture for Northwest Texas in that it represents
one of the earliest frame residences (1887-1888) constructed
during the period of settlement on the Staked Plains. At
“the time this residence was constructed (the lumber was brought
from Kansas City) to house an official of the Southern Kansas
Railfoad a majority of the Panhandle settlers were housed in
dugouts. Consequently, this building, among the oldest extant
structures in the Texas Panhandle, represents a significant
mllestone in the hlstory and development of Northwest Texas.

The Square House was built as the residence of an official
with the Southern Kansas Railway when terminal track was laid
from Kiowa, Kansas, to Panhandle, Texas. This, the oldest
House in Pahhandle, was the home of ~several notable Panhandle
pioneer families, including Judge James Chrlstopher Paul,

Judge 5 e Harrlson, James B. Wilks, and Sheriff Oscat L.
/Thorp.

Judge James Christopher Paul and his family occupied the
Square House in the early 1890s. Paul and several business
partners opened the Panhandle Bank in 1888. This was the
oldest bank in Northwest Texas, and from 1888 until it volun-
tarily closed in 1942, was highly instrumental in _the economic
development of the Panhandle area.

Judge J. L. Harrison and his family moved to the Sgquare
House in 1896, and lived there for several decades. Harrison
was a prominent cattleman in the Panhandle area, and later,
around 1900, was elected county judge.

Oscar L. Thorp bought the Square House in 1920. Thorp,
originally a rancher, was elected sheriff in 1922, and served
in that office for eight years during the oil boom days - a
chaotic period for law enforcement.

The Square House was occupied as a private residence
until 1965, when, in order to save it from destruction, the
building was moved to itsspresent site. The restored building

is operated as a regional museum, and has been accredited by

(See continuation sheet #2)
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