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I f. . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

. Henry Museum 
AND/ORHISTORIC: \ f C' I'T- ^ * y \ I 

W i l l i a m S idney , P o r t e r House 
2. t.OCATtON 

S T R E E T A N C X N U M B E R : 

409 E a s t 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

10 — J . T - P i r - k l P > 
S T A T E 

T e x a s 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

T e x a s 048 

C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 453 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 
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CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict g§ Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

• Private 

• Both 

P R E S E N T USE ( C h e c k One or More as A p p r o p r i a f e ; 

Public Acqui s i t ion: 

Q In Process 

( I Being Considered 

STATUS 

[ Occupied 

I 1 Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progresr 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

1X1 Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

• No 

I I Agricultural 

I 1 Commercial 

Educational 

[ I Entertainment 

I I Government 

1 I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

M useum 

£ Park 

I 1 Private Residence 

I I Religious 

1 1 Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

U . OWNER O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

C i t y o f A u s t i n , Parks and R e c r e a t i o n Depar tment 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

P. 0 . Box 1088 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

•Texas 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

T r a v i s County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C l T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

[6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

Texas 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

R. K. W i l l i a m s o n Survey 
>TE OF S U R V E Y : M a y 1 9 , 1 9 7 2 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

H e r i t a g e S o c i e t y o f A u s t i n , I n c . 

• Federal • Stote • Qyijiyy 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

O l d D r i s k i l l H o t e l B u i l d i n g 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 



\ 7 . DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t ! X Good Q Fa i r Q De te r i o ra ted CD Ru ins O Unexposed 

CCheck One) 

• Altered 3 Una l te red 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The small frame cottage known as the 0. Henry Mus^m was 
constructed i n 1886 at 308 E. Fourth S t r e e t i n A u s t i n , The 
house, i n a s i m p l i f i e d v e r s i o n of the Eastlake s t y l e , o r i g i n a l l y 
consisted of a p a r l o r , f r o n t h a l l , d i n i n g room, k i t c h e n and 
one bedroom. This t y p i c a l L-shaped V i c t o r i a n cottage plan 
had a veranda across the f r o n t and rear e l e v a t i o n s . 

The frame s t r u c t u r e i s sheathed i n clapboarding. The 
p r o j e c t i n g bay on the main or n o r t h e l e v a t i o n has wooden 
decorative elements p r o j e c t i n g from the barge board. These 
elements include drop f i n i a l s on the ends of the barge boards, 
a h o r i z o n t a l cross member, a v e r t i c a l king-post which p r o j e c t s 
beyond the r o o f , cross b r a c i n g and a c i r c u l a r f a n - l i k e 
decorative element u n i f y i n g the c o m p o s i t i o n . T h e windows have 
shallow pedimented l i n t e l s w i t h a p p l i e d wooden r o s e t t e s . A l l 
windows are shut t e r e d . The porches have s c r o l l saw balustrades, 
turned posts and s c r o l l saw brackets and spandrels. 

S i n 1893, a back bedroom, an unplumbed bath and l a v a t o r y 
were added. This enclosed the east side of the rear veranda. 
The end w a l l was sheathed i n clapboarding and, w i t h the 
i n s e t doorway t h i s space became a back hall.V^ The narrow oak 
f l o o r i n g i n the a d d i t i o n was i n c o n t r a s t t o the wide board 
Bastrop pine used i n the 1886 p o r t i o n of the house. The 
i n t e r i o r of the residence contains has a handsome dark 
woodwork. 

"̂ The house has remained b a s i c a l l y unchanged t o the present 
The C i t y of A u s t i n accepted the house i n January 1934, and 
moved i t t o Brush Square i n March 1934, t o save i t from 
d e m o l i t i o n . The C i t y i n s t a l l e d e l e c t r i c i t y and plumbing i n 
the same year and opened the s t r u c t u r e as a museum i n June 
1934. Some i n t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n work has been done i n 
1969 and 1972. For the most p a r t , however, the house has 
remained unchanged since the time of the Porter f a m i l y 
occupation. The f i r s t Mrs. W i l l i a m S. Porter l i v e d i n A u s t i n 
u n t i l her death. The museum has subsequently acquired 
f u r n i t u r e , china, photographs, l e t t e r s and other memorabilia 
which belonged t o the f a m i l y . 
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• Military 
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• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The small,frame cottage i n the Eastlake s t y l e , at 409 
East 5th Str e e t / * i s the only extant residence i n Austin i n 
which W i l l i a m Sidney Porter (1862-1910) l i v e d . ^ 

P o rter was born i n Greensboro, North Carolina on 
September 11, 1862, and came t o Texas i n 1882. I n 1884, 
at the age of twenty-two, he s e t t l e d i n A u s t i n . During 
t h i s p e r i o d he he l d various jobs i n c l u d i n g working i n a 
drug s t o r e and becoming a r e a l estate agent. From 1887 
to 1891, he worked as a draftsman i n the General Land 
O f f i c e , located on the C a p i t o l grounds. From 1891 u n t i l 
1894, he worked as a bank t e l l e r i n the F i r s t National 
Bank (then located at 6 t h and Congress s t r e e t s , i n Austin.) 

On J u l y 5, 1887, Porter married A t h o l Estes. A f t e r 
l i v i n g i n various houses, the Porter f a m i l y moved i n 1893 
to the residence which i s now c a l l e d the 0. Henry Museum. 
At t h i s time, the s t r u c t u r e was located at 308 E. Fourth 
S t r e e t , a few blocks from i t s present l o c a t i o n . The 
Porter f a m i l y l i v e d i n the house f o r two years. I t was 
during t h i s p e r i o d (1894) t h a t Porter resigned h i s p o s i t i o n 
i n the bank to give a l l h i s time t o e d i t i n g a humorous 
weekly. The R o l l i n g Stone. When the venture f a i l e d i n 1895, 
Porter moved t o Houston, where he wrote f o r the Houston 
D a i l y Post. 

I n 1896 Porter was summoned t o Austin t o stand t r a i l f o r 
the alleged embezzelment of funds from the F i r s t National 
Bank, where he had been employed as a t e l l e r . Rather than 
obeying the summons. Porter f l e d t o New Orleans and then t o 
Honduras. Returning t o A u s t i n i n 1897 t o v i s i t h i s s i c k 
w i f e . Porter was arrested and i n March, 1898, was sentenced 
t o the f e d e r a l p e n i t e n t i a r y at Columbus, Ohio. 

While i n p r i s o n . Porter wrote under various pseudonyms. 
Eventually, the name, "Q. Henry", displaced a l l the others. 
I n 1902, a f t e r h i s release from p r i s o n , he went t o New York 
to continue h i s w r i t i n g . Among Porter's most famous 
s t o r i e s are "The G i f t of the Magi" and "The Ransom of Red 
Chief." 



9. MAJOR B I B L f O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Information on f i l e at 0. Henry Museum. Aust in, Texas. 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee marker f i l e s . 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N C L O N G I T J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H t C t N T E R P O I N 1 O F A P K O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

30 ° 15 ' 55 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

97 ° 44 '19 " 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: .5 
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N A M E A N D T I T L E : Gary L . Hume, Project Director 
Maree Larson, Cnrahnr, O. Henry Museum 
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Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
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P. 0. Box 12276 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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[12. S T A T E L IA ISON O F F I C E R C f e R T l F I C A l lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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Texas 
C O U N T Y 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

M 18 
D A T E 

1̂ 73 

C O M M O N ' Ot Henry Museum. 
AND/ORHISTORIC: W i l l i a m S i d n e y P o r t e r House 

\2. LOCATtW 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

409 Eas t 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A n s t l n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 T r a v i s . ^ ^ X 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U . S. G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

UJ SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 6 6 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
-

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Lo t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas map r e f e r e n c e # 3097 

I N T : 1 5 5 - 7 2 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 7 \hS 

Date Entered 
JUN 1 8 1973 

Name 

Port Leaton 

Mayfield Dugout C<41 Bl 52) 

Location 

Prealdlo v i c i n i t y 
Presidio Covmty 

Bean v i c i n i t y 
Briscoe County 

WUllatn Sidney (0. Henry) Kouse Austin 
Travis County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. Lloyd M. Beat8«n» J r , 
lion. Richard C. bltlts 
Hon. Barbara Jordan 
Uoa. J. J. (Jahe) Pickle 

Director, Southvest Region 

State Itlstorlc Preservation Officer 
Kr. Truett Latlis; r, Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey Cocgslttee 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 7Q711 

PHR MMOTT: pel 6/22/73 



A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF 0. HKNRY 

1862 September 11, born at the "Worth Place" Guilford County, a plantation near 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

1865 September 26, death of his mother, Mrs. Algernon Sidney Porter (Mary Virg i n i a 
Swaim) from consumption while l i v i n g on the plantation. 

1865 Ĥis father. Dr. Algernon Sidney Porter brought the two boys, Shirley Worth and 
William Sidney to l i v e with his mother, Mrs. Sidney Porter (Ruth Worth) i n her 
home i n Greensboro, North Carolina. 

1867 Enrollment i n the private elementary school of his maiden aunt, Evelina Porter, 
who established the f i r s t school i n Greensboro and was affectionately known as 
"Miss Lina." 

1876 His graduation from Miss Lina's school with highest honors. 

1876 His enrollment i n the Linsey Street High School of Greensboro, North Carolina. 

1879 He went to work as bookkeeper for his Uncle Clark i n the W. C. Porter and 
Company Drug Store. 

1881 August 20, date on which he became a licensed pharmacist i n North Carolina. 
He was nineteen years old at the time. 

1882 He came to Texas on a v i s i t but stayed on to work as sheep herder and ranch 
hand on the Lee and Richard Hall ranch i n LaSalle County. 

1884 He departed the rugged "wide open spaces" for the "busy marts of commerce and 
trade" which was Austin, Texas. He was twenty-two years old at the time. 

1884 Ĥe applied and was accepted as pharmacist at the Morley Brothers Drug Store on 
East 6th Street and worked there a short time. 

1885 March 2, he was designated to escort to the "german" Athol Estes, the high 
school g i r l who had participated i n the "laying of the corner stone" ceremonies. 
At t h i s time he was Lieutenant William Porter, a member of the Austin Grays. 

1886 He organized the " H i l l City Quartette" composed of R. H. Edmonson, H. H. Long, 

C. E. H i l l y e r and W. S. Porter. 

1886 His employment by the Maddox Brothers and Anderson, a rea l estate firm i n Austin. 

1887 Ĥe obtained the position as draftsman at the Texas Land Office. 

1887 July 1, he married Athol Estes, step-daughter of Mr. P. G. Roach, merchant of 

Austin and member of the Board of Trade. 

1889 September 30, b i r t h of his daughter, Margaret Worth Porter. 

1890 August 7, death of his Grandmother, Ruth Worth Porter. 

1890 His f i r s t v i s i t to the home folks i n Greensboro and to show o f f the new wife 
and baby. 



A Short Biography of 0. Henry 
Page 2 

1891 His change from the Texas Land Office (a p o l i t i c a l appointment) to employment 
by the F i r s t National Bank of Austin. 

1894 M.iy T) Lo 18, during tlic celebration held for the completion of the clam and 
lake, Lhe Austin Musicians Union put on a play, ll.M.S. Pinafore by Cilbort and 
Sullivan. I t was staged on the deck of tlie steamer, Ben Hur, pulled into dock. 
Both Athol and W i l l Porter sang i n the chorus and attended the "German" ^iven 
afterward. 

1884 The beginning of the publication, "The Rolling Stone." 

1894 His resignation as t e l l e r at the F i r s t National Bank. 

1895 T̂he end of "The Rolling Stone" which backed a losing p o l i t i c a l candidate. 

1895 Acceptance of a position with the Houston Post where he developed the "Some 
Postscripts" column. 

1896 Re-examination of 1894 bank shortages on circumstantial evidence. His arrest 
on charges of embezzlement. 

1896 Arrangement made for bond. T r i a l set for July 7 i n the United States D i s t r i c t 
Court of Austin, Texas. 

1896 July 6, his departure from Houston to appear i n court i n Austin. A vi c t i m of 
suffering and humiliation, he caught the t r a i n at Hempstead and fled to New 
Orleans, then on to Honduras. 

1897 February 5, returned to Austin on learning that his wife was very i l l . He 
surrendered to the Court but no action was taken while his appeal was pending 
in the U. S. Court of C i v i l Appeals i n New Orleans. 

1897 July 25, death of Athol (Estes) Porter. Buried i n Oakwood Cemetery. For years 
the Porters made the i r home with Mr. and Mrs. P. G. Roach at 307 East 4th Street 
where Athol passed away. 

1898 During t h i s waiting period W i l l Porter spent much of his time around the Roach-
Hofer Grocery Store at 211 East 6th Street. In the rear of the store a stairway 
led up to a mezzanine floor where W i l l had a desk and a few chairs. Here he 
wrote for various newspapers and sent i n a r t i c l e s to magazines. 

1897 December, sale of the short story, "The Miracle of Lava Canyon" to S. S. McClure 
Company, which published i t i n September 1898. His f i r s t short story accepted 
by a national publisher. The social and business l i f e of Austin made a great 
impact on William Sidney Porter, and from i t he drew the material for many of 
his greatest stories. 

Edited by Ehtel and Harry Hofer 
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