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Located on the northwest corner o f 19th and Rio Grande S t r e e t s , s i x blocks 
from the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas, stands the Goodall Wooten House, b u i l t on 
what was the o u t s k i r t s o f A u s t i n i n 1898-99. The Wooten House property, 
o r i g i n a l l y bounded by 19th, Rio Grande, 21st, and Pearl S t r e e t s , p r e s e n t l y 
encompasses only the southeast p o r t i o n o f t h a t i n i t i a l b lock. Standing 
on the edge of a student r e s i d e n t i a l area, the house has been encroached 
by a growing commercial s t r i p along 19th St. Although the s i t e has been 
considerably diminished, the large yard, as w e l l as the vantage p o i n t 
on a h i l l , does insure some degree of i s o l a t i o n f o r the Wooten House. 

The Wootens sold h a l f of t h e i r block a f t e r they opened up an a l l e y 
immediately n o r t h o f t h e i r s t a b l e s . This n o r t h p o r t i o n o f the property 
had been used as a barn yard and pasture. To the west of the house 
was a garden area w i t h a swimming pool and house f o r the Wootens' son. 
But t h i s p o r t i o n was also sold and i s p r e s e n t l y the l o c a t i o n of a 
Medical Center. The yard was f u r t h e r diminished w i t h the widening of 
19th S t r e e t , removing a large p o r t i o n of the f r o n t lawn. 

The i n i t i a l plan o f the Wooten House was b a s i c a l l y t h a t o f a block w i t h 
truncated hipped r o o f , but the plan was changed s l i g h t l y i n 1910 w i t h 
the extension of the l i b r a r y on.the southwest p o r t i o n of the house. 
I n a d d i t i o n , the g a l l e r y was extended across the f r o n t t o include the 
a d d i t i o n . A one-story, hipped r o o f porte-cochere supported by two 
I o n i c columns extends from the west facade of the l i b r a r y a d d i t i o n . 
The present house contains f i v e sets of two-story, freestanding, coupled 
I o n i c columns across the south or main facade supporting a wide entab­
l a t u r e w i t h d e n t i l l e d c o r n i c e . The two main f l o o r s c o n t a i n a balus­
traded g a l l e r y . S h e l t e r i n g the secondary entrance on the east facade 
i s a double balustraded g a l l e r y supported by one-story coupled I o n i c 
columns. At each corner o f the g a l l e r i e s the columns are grouped i n 
threes. A balustraded deck e n c i r c l e s the f l a t r o o f of the south and 
east g a l l e r i e s . 

Dormers protrude from the hipped roof opening up the a t t i c l e v e l . 
O r i g i n a l l y these windows were only decorative, f o r the a t t i c was not 
used. I n f a c t , a chimney r i s e s through a dormer a t the rear (north) 
facade. Since the 1940's, however, t h i s f l o o r has been converted i n t o 
student rooms. 

The b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l i s b a s i c a l l y masonry w i t h some wood ornamentation. 
The house r e s t s on a ra i s e d foundation of r u s t i c a t e d stone capped by 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet, page 1) 
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smooth stone coursing. The main block of the house i s constructed of 
b r i c k w i t h stone d e t a i l . The large windows have f l a t stone l i n t e l s and 
the main double entrance has a stone l i n t e l w i t h carved d e t a i l and a 
round arch w i t h carved keystone. The two-story stone columns have 
b e a u t i f u l l y carved c a p i t a l s , p u r p o r t e d l y carved by the same man who 
carved the columns f o r B i l t m o r e , the V a n d e r b i l t Home i n North Carolina. 

The major a l t e r a t i o n t o the e x t e r i o r has been the enclosing of the second 
f l o o r g a l l e r i e s t o provide more bedroom space and r e p l a c i n g the o r i g i n a l 
wood shingles w i t h red asbestos t i l e s . I n a d d i t i o n , recent owners have 
had l i t t l e regard f o r landscaping and the lawn has d e t e r i o r a t e d . The 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , i . e . the stables and servants' q u a r t e r s , remain standing 
t o the no r t h of the house, but they have been converted i n t o student 
apartments. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has a basement, two main f l o o r s and an a t t i c 
l e v e l . The basement f l o o r was o r i g i n a l l y used f o r storage, game rooms, 
and servants' sleeping q u a r t e r s . The w a l l s are o f rough cut stone, 
p l a s t e r e d over i n the game rooms and the servants' q u a r t e r s , and the 
f l o o r s are o f concrete. 

On the ground f l o o r the main entrance, c e n t r a l l y located before the 1910 
a d d i t i o n , opens i n t o a foyer. Intended as the most elaborate room i n 
the house, t h i s e n t r y h a l l contains a b e a u t i f u l wood-carved f a l s e f i r e ­
place and decorative molding around the c e i l i n g and windows. The f r o n t 
door and two f l a n k i n g windows o r i g i n a l l y contained geometrical patterns 
of cut glass. To the l e f t o f the foyer i s the l i b r a r y , enlarged i n 
1910 and equipped w i t h s p e c i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n features t o e l i m i n a t e the 
outside noise. The w a l l s were o f a double w a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n using 
masonry e x t e r i o r w a l l and a stud frame w a l l i n s i d e over which a canvas 
was stre t c h e d , p r o v i d i n g a c o u s t i c a l p r o p e r t i e s . The f l o o r i s f l o a t e d 
on about a qua r t e r o f an inch of saw dust and then carpeted t o f u r t h e r 
insure i n s u l a t i o n . To the r i g h t of the foyer i s the l i v i n g room and 
behind the l i v i n g room i s the d i n i n g room. The doors connecting the 
l i b r a r y , f o y er, l i v i n g room, and d i n i n g room were a l l double s l i d i n g 
doors, e s t a b l i s h i n g a flow of spaces, but these have been enclosed t o 
provide small apartment entrances. The k i t c h e n and d i n i n g room are 
connected by a small b u t l e r ' s p a n t r y . 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet, page 2) 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED MAR 2 1 1975 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTI NUATION S H E E T ITEM NUMBER PAGE 2 

The second f l o o r o f the Wooten House has f i v e bedrooms, each of which 
has a f i r e p l a c e and mantle s i m i l a r t o the one i n the main foyer. The 
t h i r d f l o o r , o r i g i n a l l y an a t t i c , now contains a d d i t i o n a l rooms. 
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The Goodall Wooten House, b u i l t i n 1898-1899, was presented t o Dr. and 
Mrs. Wooten as a wedding g i f t from Goodall Wooten's f a t h e r , Thomas Dudley 
Wooten. Designed by Charles O'Connell, a Dallas a r c h i t e c t , the o r i g i n a l 
s t r u c t u r e cost $8,100. I n 1910 the a d d i t i o n t o the l i b r a r y and the 
extension o f the g a l l e r y across the f r o n t cost $10,000. 

The o r i g i n a l owner o f the house, Goodall Harrison Wooten, was born i n 
Paris, Texas, i n 1869 and moved t o A u s t i n w i t h h i s f a m i l y i n 1872. A f t e r 
r e c e i v i n g h i s B.S. and M.A. degrees from the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas i n 1891 
and 1892 and a degree from the New York College o f Physicians and Surgeons 
i n 1895, he began p r a c t i c i n g medicine i n A u s t i n . Wooten served as 
president o f the A u s t i n Chamber o f Commerce i n 1926 and 1937. I n 1935 he 
and h i s w i f e gave 125 acres o f land on B u l l Creek t o form a boy scout 
camp, named i n honor o f t h e i r son, Tom Wooten.' 

Dr. Wooten married E l l a Newsome i n 1897. Also an a c t i v e c i v i c volunteer, 
Mrs. Wooten was the f i r s t woman t o serve on the Board of D i r e c t o r s f o r 
the Chamber o f Commerce, was a c h a r t e r member o f the Red Cross, and served 
on the Board of D i r e c t o r s f o r Brackenridge H o s p i t a l . 

The property surrounding the house included an e n t i r e c i t y block and was 
b e a u t i f u l l y landscaped w i t h f l o w e r s , f r u i t t rees and scu l p t u r e s . Mrs. 
Wooten landscaped her lawn w i t h formal gardens c o n t a i n i n g t r e e w i s t e r i a s , 
azaleas, t u l i p s , a large formal rose garden w i t h a c e n t r a l f o u n t a i n , as 
w e l l as an a v i a r y w i t h parakeets. As her r e p u t a t i o n as a gardener gained 
n o t o r i e t y , the f i r s t s p r i n g garden pilgrimage i n A u s t i n was organized 
to d i s p l a y Mrs. Wooten's gardens. Although the b e a u t i f u l landscaping 
around the Wooten House has since d e t e r i o r a t e d , the sp r i n g garden 
pilgrimage remains an annual A u s t i n event. 

Following the death of Goodall Wooten i n 1942, Mrs. Wooten sold the 
house t o Fred Adams near the end of World War I I . A f t e r the war there 
was a severe housing shortage a t the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas; thus, Adams 
enclosed the second f l o o r g a l l e r y and furnished the t h i r d f l o o r w i t h 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet, page 3) 
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a d d i t i o n a l bedrooms and baths t o provide f o r student housing. I n 
a d d i t i o n , Adams sold many of the e x t e r i o r p l a n t s and transformed the 
garden areas on the west side of the house i n t o parking areas. F i r s t 
leased as a women's dormitory and s o r o r i t y , the house was sold i n the 
e a r l y 1950's t o the C h r i s t i a n F a i t h and L i f e Community as a dormitory 
and meeting h a l l . 

The Wooten House has r e c e n t l y changed hands and i s now leased as a 
student boarding house. The L i v i n g Services Inc. i s planning t o buy 
the house t o r e s t o r e as a residence and center f o r quadraplegics 
a t t e n d i n g the U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas. 

The name of the Wooten f a m i l y i s common t o A u s t i n r e s i d e n t s , f o r there 
i s a Goodall Wooten dorm, Goodall Wooten park, Goodall Wooten elemen­
t a r y school and Tom Wooten camp. This house has l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e as the home of t h i s prominent A u s t i n f a m i l y . Acclaimed 
f o r i t s unique landscaping and imposing a r c h i t e c t u r e , the Wooten House 
i s a good example of Austin's tr e n d toward the c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l s t y l e s 
a t the t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y . The celebrated A u s t i n residence was 
featured i n newspaper a r t i c l e s , i n e a r l y photographic surveys of Au s t i n , 
and on e a r l y postcards o f A u s t i n landmarks. The house remains important 
f o r i t has had l i t t l e permanent a l t e r a t i o n . Standing a t the edge of 
a student r e s i d e n t i a l area, the Wooten house i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an 
anchor f o r t h a t d i s t r i c t . With the r a p i d growth of the U n i v e r s i t y 
b u i l d i n g s and encroaching commercial establishments, the planned 
r e s t o r a t i o n of the Wooten House i s an important step toward preserving 
the r e s i d e n t i a l q u a l i t y of the area. 
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Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

March 12 , 1975 

National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
18th & C Str e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

To Whom I t May Concern: 

The 1966 A u s t i n East serie s o f the U. S. Geological Survey 
maps i s out of stock and the new map i s being updated. 
Therefore, we are sending a b l u e p r i n t from a transparency of 
the map obtained from the c i t y planning o f f i c e . I f t h i s 
copy i s not s u f f i c i e n t f o r your permanent f i l e s , l e t us know, 
and we w i l l send the new USGS map when i t becomes a v a i l a b l e . 

Sincerely, 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/s 
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- t o 

U l d^"^ c ^ ^ ^ — 

T I T L E 

FHR-8-227 
June 1978 



NR Data 
DATE: 1-1-4-76 

Reviewer INITIALS i n e s b i t t 

' DOE ' ^ / 3 / 7 5 

N A M E A S I T APPEARS IIJ'FEDERAL REGISTER: "^WOOTEN, GOODALL, HOUSE 

OTHER NMTS: 

L O C A T I O N : 

STREET ( i NUMBER 

•̂ 700 Wobt 19th S-t. 
ar».iowN 

Austin 
CONGHESiiONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITT Of 

C9UNTY 

TraAd-S 

code 

O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y : ( C i r c l e ) ( ' ' FPJVATE^TATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

VffiSO ROCKY MOUNTAIN VffiST PACIFIC NORTHIVEST 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC 

F E A T U R E S : INTEKICR 
• s u B s l a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 

_ unknovm - A 
_ not app l i cab le - 7 

EXTEPIPR ENVIP.O?:S 

unknown .-5 
not app l i cab le - 8 

CONDITION -

ACCESS-

—EXCEl lcNT 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

_ Substantially intact-3 
unknov.'n -6 
Net anp l icab le -9 

^ l ^ n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , tfvlrons noT i n r ^ i - r - r a 

_ O f T t R I O R A T E O —UNALTERED 

_ R U I N S 

_UNEXFOSED 

—I'nexcnvate '^ 
-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

_ M 0 

—Unknown 

^ < » W S - r e s t r i c t e ^ Yes-unres t r i c ted No access L'rJinown 

historic district? YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LAJIDMARK? 
IF YES, NATiE: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE USE; NO Saved ? YES !!0 

F U N C T I O N f S ) : (use "bcabulary words) 

then- House 

now- Boarding House 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ A R C H £ O l O G » PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOlOG*.HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ J I | h r u i t £ C T U R L 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

' f i rst ' - ' YES 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

EDUCATION 

-ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A w / ( k ) v ' t / p o l l t i C S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

—POUTICS/GOVIRNMENT - O T H E R ISPEOfY) 

—SOCIA lyHUMANITAH ' iN 

''oldest'-' YES NO only'-' 

entertainment 
_he a l t h 

recreation 
settlement ^ 

^oclcPyculturaT^" 3 ^ 
^ urban & connun 

planning 

YES NO 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E : Neo-Classical Revival 

archiU'Cl/aasddBBiiBK; 'Charles. O'Connell 
^ engineer: 

landscap(/garden designer; . artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: builder/contractor; 

ETHNIC GROUP; 

NAMES' 
• ^^'^^'^^^^^ Jl«^- '^'^ Ui./,»^^ AO^^ ( l abe l r o l e 

& 
appropriate date) 

institutional 

DATES; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): '^96-^1599 

DATE(s) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1910 - Library & ga l le ry extension, IJ^Tt I f l ^ S - UPP£A-

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICAJIT DATE (S) : ' 

S O U R C E • NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( g ^ ^ ^ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

1/3 acre ( .3) 

C O M M E N T S ; (̂ "̂̂ Ĵ ^̂  "'^''^•^'^Si^^ttte''''-"^"" ^^''%^wM?i^ 2/2 s to r ies , rectangular, 
trunca<eekJii^ roof ,Jirife^OT' c h i m n e y s 2 - s t o r ' y ^ J E ^ h i ^ Ionic wrap-around,. 

^ ^ ^ ^ • ^^^jiJibwith balustrade4,|li'^B^!aL^ocmei3iss 1-story hipped porte-cochere, stone 
window s i l l s and headers; Xibrary add i t ion , ga l le ry extension,'1910*, 2nd story 
ga l le ry enclosed, 19'+a?«^''outbuildingq^J Neo-Claselcal Revival . 

SiGNIFICANCEIjmaximumtwq sentences) f o r Dr. & Mrs Goodal^yWooten, prominent 
aSEBaBESaiiisiBiEiSyyLeaders'^'5*^ become H^H^HHiti housingi^ior Univers i ty of -
Texas students. 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E : Neo-Class i ca l R e v i v a l ^ • @) ' -
a r c h i t e c L / w l B i i i B K : Charles, O 'Connel l 

engineer: 
landscap^garden designer; . artist/artisan: 
interior decorator• u - i i / 

uecorator. builder/contractor; 
ETHNIC GROUP: 

-
N A M E S * 

appropriate date) ^ ^ I j ^ . f ^ J ^ ; , 0^ ^ ' f ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^C^^^!^. ^ t U t U l t A l b A / O O T W ^ 

institutional 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1^95-^^99 

DATE(s) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1910 - Library & gallery extension/ «.**T*. I44#s . til*PCA. 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) 

{OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE (STATR/ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 
S O U R C E ; 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

ACREAGE.* (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

. 1/3 acre (.3) • 

COMMENTS; l l g ^ ' ' ^ '̂̂ '̂ ^̂ '̂ ĵ£ĵ >̂MSL""-̂ '̂ °̂" ^^'^'9^ki^(4?,i^^ stone; 2/2 sto r i e s , rectangular, 
truncsrtka^-kx^ roof, J i n t e r i o r chimneys f' 2-story ^^jrDrOri i ^ Ionic wrap-around,, 

'̂ '̂ ^̂ ^ a^jlfilb with balustradef^J^^Jg^j^ocmeiJSL, 1-story hipped porte-cochere, stone 
^ window s i l l s and headers; ^ i ^ i r a r y addition, gallery extension,'1910', 2nd story 

gallery enclosed,19^0's; outbuildings^) Neo-Classical Revival. 

y Brick, stone; 2/2 stories , rectangular, hipped roof, i n t e r i o r chimneys, gabled 

dormers, 2-story Ionic wraparound portico with balustraded gallery, 1-story hipped 

I porte-cochere, stone window s i l l s and headers; l i b r a r y addition, gallery extension, 

1910; 2nd-story gallery enclosed, 19^0's; outbuildings. Neo-Classica/ Revival. 

Mansion b u i l t as residence for Dr. and Mrs. Goodall Wooten, prominent c i v i c leaders; 

now huuuiiitr f g r i l i t j for University of Texas students. 


