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Located on the northwest corner of 19th and Rio Grande Streets, six blocks
from the University of Texas, stands the Goodall Wooten House, built on
what was the outskirts of Austin in 1898-99. The Wooten House property,
originally bounded by 19th, Rio Grande, 2lst, and Pearl Streets, presently
encompasses only the southeast portion of that initial block. Standing

on the edge of a student residential area, the house has been encroached
by a growing commercial strip along 19th St. Although the site has been
considerably diminished, the large yard, as well as the vantage point

on a hill, does insure some degree of isolation for the Wooten House.

The Wootens sold half of their block after they opened up an alley
immediately north of their stables. This north portion of the property
had been used as a barn yard and pasture. To the west of the house
was a garden area with a swimming pool and house for the Wootens' son.
But this portion was also sold and is presently the location of a
Medical Center. The yard was further diminished with the widening of
19th Street, removing a large portion of the front lawn.

The initial plan of the Wooten House was basically that of a block with
truncated hipped roof, ' but. the plan was changed slightly in 1910 with
the extension of the library on.the southwest portion of the house.

In addition, the gallery was extended across the front to include the
addition. A one-story, hipped roof porte-cochere supported by two
Ionic columns extends from the west facade of the library addition.

The present house contains five sets of two-story, freestanding, coupled
Ionic c6lumns across the south or main facade supporting a wide entab-
lature with dentilled cornice. The two main floors contain a balus-
traded gallery. Sheltering the secondary entrance on the east facade
is a double balustraded gallery supported by one-story coupled Ionic
columns. At each corner of the galleries the columns are grouped in
threes. A balustraded deck encircles the flat roof of the south and
east galleries.

Dormers protrude from the hipped roof opening up the attic level.
Originally these windows were only decorative, for the attic was not
used. In fact, a chimney rises through a dormer at the rear (north)
facade. Since the 1940's, however, this floor has been converted into
student rooms.

The building material is basically masonry with some wood ornamentation.
The house rests on a raised foundation of rusticated stone capped by

(see continuation sheet, page 1)
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smooth stone coursing. The main block of the house is constructed of
brick with stone detail. The large windows have flat stone lintels and
the main double entrance has a stone lintel with carved detail and a
round arch with carved keystone. The two-story stone columns have
beautifully carved capitals, purportedly carved by the same man who
carved the columns for Biltmore, the Vanderbilt Home in North Carolina.

The major alteration to the exterior has been the enclosing of the second
floor galleries to provide more bedroom space and replacing the original
wood shingles with red asbestos tiles. 1In addition, recent owners have
had little regard for landscaping and the lawn has deteriorated. The
outbuildings, i.e. the stables and servants' quarters, remain standing

to the north of the house, but they have been converted into student
apartments.

The interior of the house has a basement, two main floors and an attic
level. The basement floor was originally used for storage, game rooms,
and servants' sleeping quarters. The walls are of rough cut stone,
plastered over in the game rooms and the servants' quarters, and the
floors are of concrete.

On the ground floor the main entrance, centrally located before the 1910
addition, opens into a foyer. Intended as the most elaborate room in
the house, this entry hall contains a beautiful wood-carved false fire-
place and decorative molding around the ceiling and windows. The front
door and two flanking windows originally contained geometrical patterns
of cut glass. To the left of the foyer is the library, enlarged in
1910 and equipped with special construction features to eliminate the
outside noise. The walls were of a double wall construction using
masonry exterior wall and a stud frame wall inside over which a canvas
was stretched, providing acoustical properties. The floor is floated
on about a quarter of an inch of saw dust and then carpeted to further
insure insulation. To the right of the foyer is the living room and
behind the living room is the dining room. The doors connecting the
library, foyer, living room, and dining room were all double sliding
doors, establishing a flow of spaces, but these have been enclosed to
provide small apartment entrances. The kitchen and dining room are
connected by a small butler's pantry.

(see continuation sheet, page 2)
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The second floor of the Wooten House has five bedrooms, each of which
has a fireplace and mantle similar to the one in the main foyer. The
third floor, originally an attic, now contains additional rooms.
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The Goodall Wooten House, built in 1898-1899, was presented to Dr. and
Mrs. Wooten as a wedding gift from Goodall Wooten's father, Thomas Dudley
Wooten. Designed by Charles O'Connell, a Dallas architect, the original
structure cost $8,100. 1In 1910 the addition to the library and the
extension of the gallery across the front cost $10,000.

The original owner of the house, Goodall Harrison Wooten, was born in
Paris, Texas, in 1869 and moved to Austin with his family in 1872. After
receiving his B.S. and M.A. degrees from the University of Texas in 1891
and 1892 and a degree from the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons
in 1895, he began practicing medicine in Austin. Wooten served as
president of the Austin Chamber of Commerce in 1926 and 1937. 1In 1935 he
and his wife gave 125 acres of land on Bull Creek to form a boy scout
camp, named in honor of their son, Tom Wooten.' '

Dr. Wooten married Ella Newsome in 1897. Also an active civic volunteer,
Mrs. Wooten was the first woman to servé on the)'Boardwf Directors for

the Chamber of Commerce, was a charter member of the Red Cross, and served
on the Board of Directors for Brackenridge Hospital.

The property surrounding the house included an entire city block and was
beautifully landscaped with flowers, fruit trees and sculptures. Mrs.
Wooten landscaped her lawn with formal gardens containing tree wisterias,
azaleas, tulips, a large formal rose garden with a central fountain, as
well as an aviary with parakeets. As her reputation as a gardener gained
notoriety, the first spring garden pilgrimage in Austin was organized

to display Mrs. Wooten's gardens. Although the beautiful landscaping
around the Wooten House has since deteriorated, the sprlng garden
pilgrimage remains an annual Austin event.

Following the death of Goodall Wooten in 1942, Mrs. Wooten sold the
house to Fred Adams near the end of World War II. After the war there
was a severe housing shortage at the University of Texas; thus, Adams

enclosed the second floor gallery and furnished the third floor with

(see continuation sheet, page 3)
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additional bedrooms and baths to provide for student housing. In
addition, Adams sold many of the exterior plants and transformed the
garden areas on the west side of the house into parking areas. First
leased as a women's dormitory and sorority, the house was sold in the
early 1950's to the Christian Faith and Life Community as a dormitory
and meeting hall.

The Wooten House has recently changed hands and is now leased as a
student boarding house. The Living Services Inc. is planning to buy
the house to restore as a residence and center for quadraplegics
attending the University of Texas.

The name of the Wooten family is common to Austin residents, for there
is a Goodall Wooten dorm, Goodall Wooten park, Goodall Wooten &lemen-
tary school and Tom Wooten camp. This house has local historical
significance as the home of this prominent Austin family. Acclaimed
for its unique landscaping and imposing architecture, the Wooten House
is a good example of Austin's trend toward the classical revival styles
at the turn-of-the-century. The celebrated Austin residence was
featured in newspaper articles, in early photographic surveys of Austin,
and on early postcards of Austin landmarks, The house remains important
for it has had little permanent alteration. Standing at the edge of

a student residential area, the Wooten house is significant as an
anchor for that district. With the rapid growth of the University
buildings and encroaching commercial establishments, the planned
restoration of the Wooten House is an important step toward preserving
the residential quality of the area.
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Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

March 12, 1975

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th & C Streets, N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

To Whom It May Concern:

The 1966 Austin East series of the U. S. Geological Survey
maps is out of stock and the new map is being updated.
Therefore, we are sending a blueprint from a transparency of
the map obtained from the city planning office. If this
copy is not sufficient for your permanent files, let us know,
and we will send the new USGS map when it becomes available.

Sincerely;(/

Marie D. Landon
Historian

MDL/s




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

o TEXAS

Date Entered

APR 3 W75

F

Grace Episcopal Church
0ld McCulloch County Jail

L:u-. Goodall, House

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower

how&m

Hon. Jack Brooks

Hon. W. R. Poage

Hom. J. J. (Jake) Pickle

Regional Director, Southwest
Region

( PR MMott/row 4/8/75

Location

Galveston
Galveston County

MeCulloech County

Travis County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Statien
Austin, Texas 78711
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$NR Data Sheet -

: v
NAME s 17 appEARs 1N FEDERAL REGISTER: ~WOOTEN, GOODALL,

OTHER NAMES:
LOCATION:

j\‘l!!‘ll MBER
700 West-19th St.
CITY. TQWN

Austin VICINITY OF

/

TY
Travis

11-4-76 :
INITIALS: ne_sblt’g

DATE:
Reviewer

* ooe ‘/4/3/75_

HOUSE

CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT

code

A
OWNER OF PROPERTY.: (circle) TA'I’E LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY : NANE) ¢

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST
@ ROCKY MOUNTAIN  WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST
. "
FEATURES: INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS 4
. _ﬁs{antially intact-1 - Substantially intact-3
_ unknown - 4 __unknown .- —~.unknown -6
- — not applicable - 7 . not applicable - 8 _ Net applicable-9
%nterio:, exterior, @.'.::"ms not intacr-IP
CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT __DETERIGRATED _UNALTERED @
—RUINS —M
R —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknewn
~Unexcavated ~Excavated
o -t ~ES-Testricted) Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown
. historic district? YES as
¥ WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES &
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES Q&
- IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE; & No Saved ? vES %0 ;
FUNCTION (S): (use vdcabulary words)
" then- House
2 | O— *
now- Boarding House
SIGNIFICANCE: 3
»

) —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —REUIGION - __'er.tertaﬁ\ment
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION < —waw/Gov't/politics _science —health
~—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —UTERATURE -—recreation
g /‘/ —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIA/HUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC 3 £Socic/culturaly” 3 0
—COMMERCE - —EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT  _OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

& —INVENTION P ]
Claims ]
e pe )
first? ves o *¢oldest?? ves wo *tonly?? ves o




1

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: Neo-Classical Revival
)

4 . .
architecng Charles.O'Connell

_, engineer:
landscape/garden designer: - artist/artisan:
interi : .

terior decorator: builder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES: -
. personal &oop
- ali.,ig 2:“ HARRION WooTen. MEdcAL ./ PResienr Adsrnl
: sioo COMMERCE (924 ¢ 4 %
737 = EUA NEWsOME Noores -

appropriate date) bD oF b/wm
‘t?“l t& o~ bﬂl OF Corir
aventys el RED Ceoss , Sedep ox 5 . BRCE , cmani.
/b_sp,m‘_ I DIAECIDR; Y3 mw

institutional

DATES., DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1898-4899

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1910 - Library & gallery extension IZ‘W'S. UPPer-
du.u. NLoseD

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S):

L]
SOURCE: (¢ noumarion) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACREAGE‘ (to nearest tenth of an acre)
1/3 acre (.3)

COMMENTS: ({nclude architee rmation hergly Brick % ‘b stoney 2)t stories, rectangular,
mmateﬁm roof ,g.ln,g ior chimneys¥t 2-story @lérigd JTonic wrap-around,
W‘m-° - @obek, with balustradei%d,domens‘, 1-story hipped porte-cochere,~Stone

~ window sills and headers; %ibrary addition, gallery” extension,”910, 2nd story

gallery enclpsed,’l9’+0!.s1’ ‘outbuildings;) Neo-Claseical Revival.

: : ; poardamsce 6,';
@ ke Mo uudt a2
SIGNIFICANCE-(m%:gm fwq sentences) _Buitt for Dr. & Mrs Goodall, Wooten, prominent DBBDBED
§ Aleaders’ Yas become mhmdEms housing’ for University of - ]

Texas students.



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! Neo-Classical Revival

> . @8
architect/meiomiddew: Charles, 0'Connell

. engineer;
landscape/garden designer:

: . artist/artisan:
interior decorator: buij /
uilder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES:

(label role

haa OF COMMBRCE (924 ¢ 1o © MENCAL BR. / PRESIDENT AdSnia/

. SERY, 4%
appropriate date) bo o5 D, ? = EM N‘Nm
even o u O ReD c;“msf 2 o 6&3 oF cmnnc: m.
D€ /wsPiTme_ - N RD. oF DigEcmes’, 0F BPACKEN.
institutional '

]
DATES: _ DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1898-4899

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 1910 - Library & gallery extensmn; 1940 . UPPER-
NCLOSED

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S )

E. .
SOURCE: (¢ NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL  COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY :

ACREAGE

* (to nearest tenth of an acre)

1/3 acre (.3)
COMMENTS: (1n&1&de architectu rmation herwgckp stonej 2% stories, rectangular,

A roof,g1 ior chimneysi 2- story ST 6 e Ionﬁ: wra
‘ P ;tbund
M @oneh, with balustrad %ﬂ,wensg 1-story hipped porté-cochere one -

~ window sills and headers, Iﬁbrary addition, gallery” exten51on, 2nd story
gallery enclosed,194&3/ outbulldlngs(;) NeovC}/safcal Revival.

\/ Brick, stone; 2} stories, rectangular, hipped roof, interior chimmeys, gabled

dormers, 2-story Ionic wraparound portico with balustraded gallery, l-story hipped

porte-cochere, stone window sills and headers; library addition, gallery extension,

Mansion built as residence for Dr. and Mrs. Goodall Wooten, prominent civic 1eaders,

o voacrdinghowse
now hene-_mg-ieriety for University of Texas students.

1910; 2nd-story galle enclo ed 1940's; outbuildings. Neo-Classica Revival.
Ky /




