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Located a t the northwest corner o f the Courthouse Square i s the t h r e e -
s t o r y , red b r i c k , Romanesque Revival b u i l d i n g , which served as McCulloch 
County's j a i l from 1910 through 1974. A picturesque landmark f o r the 
c i t y , the j a i l ' s medieval s t y l e symbolized the concept of st r e n g t h 
and s t a b i l i t y f o r the community. 

The f i r s t and t h i r d f l o o r openings are ornamented by round arches 
c o n t a i n i n g s e m i - c i r c u l a r transoms, w h i l e the second f l o o r contains 
rectangular openings. At each l e v e l b r i c k stringcourses d i v i d e 
the s t r u c t u r e h o r i z o n t a l l y . Under the st r i n g c o u r s e above the f i r s t 
f l o o r i s a b r i c k c o r b e l t a b l e , graduating t o a l a r g e r scale under 
the s t r i n g c o u r s e above the t h i r d f l o o r . The str i n g c o u r s e s , c o r b e l i n g 
and arches are emphasized against the red b r i c k s t r u c t u r e by a c o n t r a s t ­
ing c o l o r . 

Twin towers f l a n k the east or main facade. Each tower i s square w i t h 
a c r e n e l l a t e d parapet and an arched opening centered i n each parapet 
w a l l . T y p i c a l of Romanesque Revival c o n s t r u c t i o n the tower on the 
northeast corner i s s l i g h t l y t a l l e r than the southeast tower and contains 
a d d i t i o n a l ornamentation i n the b r i c k d e t a i l . This tower contains the 
i n t e r i o r stairway. Two small battlements, one of which contains a 
chimney, r i s e from each corner of the roof on the west or rear facade. 
Between each of the four corner battlements are stepped parapets con­
t a i n i n g an arched opening i n the center. The simple cornice d e t a i l 
crowning the roo f and battlements are emphasized by the c o n t r a s t i n g 
c o l o r of the b r i c k . 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the i n t e r i o r contained the j a i l e r ' s quarters and the 
second and t h i r d f l o o r s included the p r i s o n f a c i l i t i e s . On the f i r s t 
f l o o r a wide hallway ran from east t o west, d i v i d i n g t h a t f l o o r i n t o 
two sections. The p r i n c i p a l entrance was on the east, where an arch 
d i v i d e d the hallway, c r e a t i n g a v e s t i b u l e i n s i d e the f r o n t entrance. 
Only a small p o r t i o n of the f i r s t f l o o r was not dedicated t o j a i l e r 
l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . That exception encompassed an area of about 8 by 12 
f e e t i n the northeast corner of the b u i l d i n g . This area enclosed the 
s t a i r w e l l and s t e e l stairway leading t o p r i s o n e r q u a r t e r s , the two 
upper f l o o r s of the three s t o r y b u i l d i n g . The f i r s t f l o o r l i v i n g 
q u a r t e rs was p r o t e c t e d from the p r i s o n area and s t a i r w e l l by a locked 
s t e e l door, and an outside e n t r y t o the p r i s o n was provided through 
a second s t e e l door t o the s t a i r w e l l from the n o r t h . 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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Beside the second f l o o r landing were hangman's f a c i l i t i e s , a two-part 
s t e e l t r a p door, hinged east and west, and a t r i p l e v e r . Above the 
t r a p door, secured t o the underside o f the t h i r d f l o o r , was a r i n g f o r 
the hanging rope. A f t e r years of i n a c t i v i t y , the t r a p doors were 
ev e n t u a l l y welded together t o prevent a c c i d e n t a l t r i p p i n g . Except f o r 
the s t a i r w e l l and hangmen's corner, the e n t i r e second f l o o r was used 
f o r cage space, the c e l l s themselves p r o v i d i n g support f o r the t h i r d 
f l o o r . The upper f l o o r may not a t f i r s t have been f u l l y equipped, 
since on 13 January 1930 an a d d i t i o n a l cage was ordered f o r the t h i r d 
f l o o r . 

In the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n steam heat was provided, the b o i l e r being 
located i n a p i t beneath the f l o o r on the southwest corner of the 
s t r u c t u r e . However, the p l a n t was never e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y and was 
considered both i n e f f i c i e n t and dangerous. A f t e r n a t u r a l gas became 
a v a i l a b l e , the heating p l a n t was abandoned completely. The p i t was 
f i l l e d w i t h sand i n 1974 by t r u s t e e s o f the Heart of Texas H i s t o r i c a l 
Museum, when a loose beam supporting the k i t c h e n f l o o r above the 
steam p l a n t p i t was r e p a i r e d . 

From 1910 u n t i l the o l d McCulloch County J a i l was abandoned i n 1974, 
no major a l t e r a t i o n s were made. The b u i l d i n g remains s t r u c t u r a l l y 
sound and w i l l soon house the new Heart o f Texas Museum. 
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B u i l t i n 1909-1910, the o l d McCulloch County J a i l served as the second 
j a i l f o r the county and continued i n i t s o r i g i n a l c a p acity as space f o r 
pris o n e r confinement and j a i l e r ' s q u a r t ers u n t i l 1974 when the county 
b u i l t a new law enforcement b u i l d i n g . Besides i t s h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 
to the county, the j a i l ' s unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e became a picturesque 
landmark f o r the c i t y . Then the county decided t o abandon the j a i l i n 
1974, l o c a l c i t i z e n s organized the Heart o f Texas Museum and bought the 
s t r u c t u r e t o house t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l museum. 

McCulloch County i s i n the geographical center of Texas on the northern 
border of the Edwards Plateau. The f i r s t attempt a t settlement i n the 
area was made by John O. Neusenbach, who crossed the Llano River i n 1847 
to negotiate w i t h the Comanches and explore the land along the San Saba Rive: 
River. I n d i a n t r o u b l e s and f r o n t i e r hazards, however, prevented permanent 
settlement. The county was created from Bexar County i n 1856 and named 
f o r Ben McCulloch. McCulloch served i n the B a t t l e of San J a c i n t o , the 
f i r s t Congress of the Republic of Texas, and the Mexican War. I n a d d i t i o n , 
he was appointed a U.S. Marshall i n 1853, a peace corranissioner t o s e t t l e 
the Mormon t r o u b l e i n Utah i n 1857, and was f i n a l l y k i l l e d d uring the 
C i v i l War w h i l e serving as a b r i g a d i e r general i n the Confederate Army 
at the b a t t l e of Elk Horn. The county remained b u f f a l o country u n t i l the 
1870's and d i d not organize u n t i l 1875. Brady C i t y , named f o r Peter 
Brady, one o f the f i r s t surveyors of McCulloch County, became the 
county seat. 

John McDonald o f Au s t i n , Texas, b u i l t the f i r s t j a i l and courthouse f o r 
McCulloch County i n 1878. Both s t r u c t u r e s were apparently p o o r l y 
constructed, f o r the need f o r new b u i l d i n g s arose w i t h i n a few years 
a f t e r t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n . The courthouse had b a r e l y passed i t s 21st 
year when the Commissioner's Court ordered t h a t i t be destroyed and 
replaced. W i t h i n four months a f t e r the j a i l ' s completion, the Court ordered 
(though i t l a t e r rescinded i t s decision) t h a t wrought i r o n bars be placed 
between the upper and lower f l o o r s f o r a d d i t i o n a l support. By 1885 
prisoners were being t r a n s f e r r e d f o r "safe-keeping" because of "u n h e a l t h f u l 
c o n d i t i o n s " t o j a i l s i n neighboring Mason and San Saba, u n t i l the cou r t 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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ordered an a d d i t i o n constructed i n 1886. F i n a l l y by 1908 the need f o r 
a new j a i l became so pressing t h a t the Commissioner's Court began plans 
t o c o n s t r u c t a new b u i l d i n g . Following the sale of McCulloch County's 
inadequate 32-year o l d j a i l , a c o n t r a c t f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new one 
was awarded t o Southern S t r u c t u r a l Steel Company o f San Antonio, Texas. 
The new s i t e was located on the northeast corner of block 21, due west 
of the Courthouse Square. On September 30, 1909, the Commissioner's 
Court appointed J. L. Jordan, a l o c a l b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r , as the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n inspector. The j a i l was completed i n 1910 a t a cost of 
$14,418.75 and f i n a l settlement was made w i t h Southern S t r u c t u r a l Steel 
Company on A p r i l 9th o f t h a t year. 

The greater p o r t i o n of the f i r s t f l o o r was used as l i v i n g quarters f o r 
the j a i l e r , the person responsible f o r the care and feeding of the 
pr i s o n e r s . This r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was c a r r i e d out e i t h e r by the s h e r i f f or 
one of his deputies. Mr. 0. D. Wad d i l l , who served as s h e r i f f from 1922 
through 1925, appears t o have been the f i r s t e l e c ted s h e r i f f t o l i v e i n 
the j a i l . He was succeeded by Mr. Love Kimbrough, who also l i v e d i n the 
j a i l e r ' s q uarters f o r most of his years as s h e r i f f . S h e r i f f Kimbrough 
and his f a m i l y moved out permanently some months a f t e r the 1938 Brady 
Creek f l o o d . Twice during the Kimbrough's occupancy, before f l o o d - c o n t r o l 
measures were f i n a l l y i n s t i t u t e d , the s h e r i f f ' s f a m i l y was forced out by 
the encroaching waters of f l o o d i n g Brady Creek. I n mid-September of 
1936, the creek broke from i t s banks and flooded S h e r i f f Kimbrough's 
l i v i n g q u a r t ers w i t h over a f o o t of water. The same t h i n g occurred 
again i n l a t e J u l y o f 1938 when floodwaters rose t o a depth of between 
three and four f e e t i n the s h e r i f f ' s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . 

Apparently Deputy Henry Sharpe moved i n t o the j a i l when Mr. Kimbrough 
and his f a m i l y l e f t . A l l other elected county s h e r i f f s , beginning w i t h 
Mr. A. B. W i l l b o r n , who took o f f i c e i n January 1949, have l i v e d i n the 
j a i l . The c u r r e n t county s h e r i f f , Mr. Luke Vogel, was the l a s t t o l i v e 
i n the j a i l , moving t o the new Law Enforcement B u i l d i n g i n October, 1974. 

The t r u s t e e s of the Heart o f Texas H i s t o r i c a l Museum took immediate charge 
of the o l d j a i l , w i t h plans t o preserve the s t r u c t u r e as an h i s t o r i c a l 
museum. The deed from McCulloch County t o the Heart of Texas H i s t o r i c a l 
Museum f o r a high b i d of $5.00 was dated 9 December 1974, and was f o r 
Lots 7, 8 and 9, plus two f e e t of Lot 6 of Block #21. 



•MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
S p i l l e r , Wayne, McCulloch County's Second J a i l . Unpublished monograph 
taken from county deed records. Commissioner's Court minutes and personal 
i n t e r v i e w s . Heart of Texas H i s t o r i c a l Museum, Brady, 1974. 
Webb, Walter Prescott, ed.. The Handbook of Texas. Texas State 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , A u s t i n , 1952. 

J G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

one ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY . 

UTM REFERENCES 

A L M J | 4 | 6 , 8 | 0 . 0 . 0 | 13.414,414.6,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c U J M i l l 

1/ 

J L 

- L _L J — L 

ZONE EASTING  

DLXJ I I • I • • 

_ 1 _ J - J . 
NORTHING 

I I I • I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Marie D, Landon, H i s t o r i a n 

Joe R. W i l l i a m s , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 3-3-75 
STREETSi NUMBER 

P. 0. Box 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
TELEPHONE 

512/475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE. LOCAL. ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Office 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Niationa 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National PafkiServic 

Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
has been evaluated according to the 

^SIGNATURE 

TITLE Texas State HistoricrsPreservaCferion O f f i c e r DATE 3_4_75 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT T O P E R T Y I S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE Of/AR 
ATTEST: 

DATE 

KEEPER OF THE NAtfONAL Fi/GISTER 

AND Hlfe?qylC PRESER/ATION 
m 

DATE ml. 



Property 

state Working Number ' 
S /O' 7Sr 3S~3 

7S00 

TECHNICAL 
Photos J - 
Maps / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

^^^^ 1975 

National Register Write-up Send-back Fntprpd- * 

Fprfpral Rpgi<;tpr Fntry / y 7 ' 3 ^ ^ Re-submit 
I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 















Form No 10-301 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONiy 

R£C£IV£D M/iR 1 0 1975 

DATEENTERED APR ^ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Old McCulloch County J a i l 

AND/OR COMMON 

Heart of Texas H i s t o r i c a l Museum 

LOCATION 
ciTY.TowN g ^ ^ ^ ^ viciNiTYOF ^HcCu 1 l o c h ^^^^^ Texas 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U . S. G e o l o g i c a l Survey 

SCALE 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 DATE i 9 6 0 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1 PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

I N T : 2 4 2 7 - 7 4 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Grace Episcopal Church 

Old HcCulloeh Couacy J e l l 

Wooten, Goodall, House 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Brady 

McCulloch County 

Austin 
Travis County 

Also Notified 
Hon. John G. Tower 
lion. IJ.oyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Jack Erooks 
Hon, W. R, Poago 
lion. J. J. (Jake) Fickle 
Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

PR MMoct/row 4/8/75 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
hr. Truett Latiaer 
Hxecutlve I>irector 
Texas State historicel Survey Cotrsmlttet* 
Post Office iiox 12276, Capitol Station 
AuKtln, Terras 78711 



1/ NR Data Sheet 
DATE: 0 - X e > ' 7 ^ ^ 

Reviewer INITIALS; A^e?^ /7 / 

NR DOE W 7 5 

M A N ; . 17 • 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: OLD MCCULLOCH COIMTY J A I L 

OTHER KWES: Heart of Texas H i s t o r i c a l Museum 

L O C A T I O N : 
STREET & NUMBER 

^17 N©**h- High S^. 
CITY. TOWN Brady 

CONGREbblONAL DISTRICT 

11 
COUNTY c o d e 

-McCii l locl i 

OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y : (Circle) "^PRIVATE\ STATE LOCAL GOV'T IWNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

ADMINISTPATOR(underliae) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAlffi): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDVJEST 

/ SOOTrnffiSTj ROCKY MOUNTAIN VTEST PACIFIC NORTHl'ffiST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR EXTERIOR ENViro>;s 
^ S i i b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 ^ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 ) X S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 1 
_ unknown - 4 usiknovn.-5 _ . unknown -6 ' ' 
_ no t app l icab le - 7 — not app l icab le - 8 ^ ^.^^ app l i cable-9 

C O N D I T I O N -

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , cr.vircns not i n t a c t - 0 

_DET£RIORATEO ^ ^ N A I T E R E D \ 

_ H O I N S 

_UNEXPOSED 

_t'nexcavato'i 

—ALTERED 

_ Reconstructed 
_Excavatcd 

RIGINAL SITE 

_ M O V E D 

—Unknown 

ACCESS- Y es - r e s t r i c t ed •tves m i r e s t r i c t e d ^ No access Unknown 

historic district? YES HO 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NA>E: 

YES no 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LWIDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE USE; HO Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) 

then- J a i l 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_AHCHE0LO<JY-PREHIST0RIC 

/ _JVRCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

_AGR1CULTUHE 

^^nci i iTet iUHf | — Y 
_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

'f irst ' - ' vEs 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A W / G O V ' C / p o l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

— LITERATURE 

— MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT /• ISOTHER ISPECIfYI 

entertainment 
health 
recreation 

—sociAi/HUMANiTARiAN S e t t l e m e n t 
s o c l o / c u l t u r a l 

—TRANSPORTATION urboH & commun 

' ' o l de s t ' - ' YES NO 

ECITY) ^ planning 

**onIyl? YES HO 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E ; Romanesque Revival eleraent£ 

architect/m .builder; 
engineer: 

landscap^,,arde„ designer; anist/Jt isan: 
interior decorator; 

EIHNIC G R O U P ; 

NAMES; 
personal 

( l abe l r o l e 
& 

appropriate date) 

events 

builder/contractor; Southern Structural 
Steel Go. of San Antonio 

institutional 

D A T E S ; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 1909-4910 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) : 

• 
S O U R C E . (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MTJNICIPAL COUNTY 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

( to nearest t en th o f an acre) 

(hji ouyui^ 
C O M M E N T S ; (include architecturally information here) Br ick , 3 s tor ies j m o d i f led rectangle, 

exter ior chimneys square crenellated towers f lank E rasSua-,' corbeled be l t 
course at 2nd story s i l l l i n e , corbeled parapet at roof l i n e , 1st and 3rd 
story windows have arched b r i ck headers; s t a i r h a l l i n NE tower', j a i l e r 
l i v i n g quarters on 1st s tory; converted Ebo museum 197^i Romanesque r ev iva l 
elements. 

. . I • 
Bnct, "b stents , motU^d- rtxiorKjb., dWĴ d̂ uxii UiliMjrt jur\d. chKY n̂û s, cuvtiA. lUftiforiCi, uji-*^ 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i n . u m two sentences) X j g p O S m f f i K p M M p X m M ^ X M M X X M M X I X X M I S M X M M X 

A good example of A building designed to give a visual impression of 
strength"and impregnability. 


