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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

To house Texas' first trust company, the San Antonio Loan and Trust Building was 
built in 1901-1903. The five story masonry structure stylistically blends Victorian 
and Classic details to form a pleasingly elegant exterior facade. Fronting on two 
streets. Commerce to the south, and Crockett to the north, the building is uniquely 
situated, with the Crockett Street front facing the well-known San Antonio River 
Walk. East and adjacent to the San Antonio Loan and Trust Building is the First 
National Bank Building, a National Register property, while a four story early 
masonry building joins to the trust building's west side. The south, or Commerce 
Street, front has strong Classic detailing in the building's eclectic character. 
Wrapping around the corner from Commerce Street, the dressed stone south facade 
is formal in its proportion and regularity. The paired window stacking repeats 
on the four floors above the street entrance, with enlarged door-scaled openings 
on the third story.. The original door was recessed and raised six steps from 
the street level. Projecting horizontal bands of smoothly dressed stone break the 
facade above the massively-scaled ground floor and again above the third story. 
These courses are continuous at both ends of the building. The first three windows 
from the Commerce Street corner on the side are contained within the same dressed 
ashlar block coursing as the front of the building. With the central window being 
slightly wider than the two flanking windows, this tripartite arrangement repeats 
on the four upper stories. The fi f t h story windows are emphasized at this end of 
the building by smooth dressed stofie mouldings for further elaboration. The 
moulded tin cornice that caps the south end of the building has scroll bracketing 
in a manner reminiscent of Italianate Victorian, and is topped by a solid balustrade. 

Brick coursing begins at a point on the east side of the building back from where 
the front of the First National Bank Building intersects and the dressed stone 
coursing stops. The window fenestration along this side above the adjacent two 
story bank building is set in a regular pattern, with rough-hewn stone voussoirs, 
dressed stone sil l s , and a continuation of the smooth dressed stone band above the 
fourth stoTy. A simplified bracketing supports the eave of the roof in line with 
the terminus of the elaborate cornice at the front portion of the building and 
continues along the east side to the north end of the building. 

Facing Crockett Street is a less elaborate entrance than on Commerce Street, and is 
a continuation of the east side brick facing. The entrance has an elaborate wrought 
iron gate and railing as an enclosure for the recessed door. A carved stone gatepost 
is topped by a period lamplight. This facade has the same double window arrangement 
as the Commerce Street front, with an additional narrow window opening to the west 
end of the fourth story. The first story door opening as well as the window openings 
above are spanned by rough-faced stone voussoirs. Below the windows are dressed 
stone sills. An elaborate stone balcony enhances the third story and has two doors 
opening onto i t . The balcony is supported by four carved stone brackets and is 
lightened by a stone lattice pattern grill on its front. Capping this facade is 
a corbelled brick cornice. 

The building has been slightly altered, with the replacement of the Commerce Street 
ground floor windows and doors and painting of the brick portion of the facade. 
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The San Antonio Loan and Trust Building is an excellent example of a Victorian commercial 
structure using Classic details to project solidity and tradition in design. A refined 
architectural composition, the building reinforced the position of Texas' first trust 
company as a milestone in the state's commercial development. The edifice was constructed 
for the trust company by George W. Brackenridge, its principal owner and possibly Texas' 
best known early philanthropist. 

George W. Brackenridge was one of San Antonio's outstanding businessmen and civic leaders, 
as well as an early University of Texas benefactor. He was born in Indiana and came to 
Texas prior to the Civil War. Brackenridge established the first nationally chartered 
bank in Texas in 1866 (see First National Bank, San Antonio, National Register, March 
1972) whose building is adjacent to the San Antonio Loan and Trust Building. 

In 1892, Brackenridge organized a trust company in conjunction with the other banks in 
San Antonio. At that time. Federal government regulations prevented national banks from 
having trust power. Brackenridge recognized the local need of the cattle barons and 
other entrepreneurs (the cotton and railroad investors, etc.) to have the service of 
advice and counsel in matters relating to their estates. The San Antonio Loan and Trust 
was incorporated under a state charter and occupied another building on Conmerce Street 
until 1903 when the present structure was completed. 

Brackenridge headed at the same time, the trust company, the local school board, the city 
waterworks, and the San Antonio National Bank. He was a director of the San Antonio 
Express Publishing Company and formed the cotton firm of Brackenridge, Bates, and Company. 
Brackenridge started in the cotton business after taking over the sale of cotton which 
his father received in lieu of confederate money, having been a Union sympathizer. 

Brackenridge was a regent of the University of Texas from 1886 to 1911, and again from 
1917 to 1919. His benefactions to that institution were many, including B Hall on the 
campus in Austin, a dormitory for the first women medical students in Galveston, and 
five hundred acres of land in Austin which the University s t i l l holds. 

The San Antonio Loan and Trust Building, constructed in 1901-1903, was designed by 
G. Voorhees on property which Brackenridge purchased adjacent to the First National Bank. 
Upon completion of the trust building, Brackenridge, who was a bachelor, lived with his 
sister Eleanor in the upper three floors, using one for their quarters, one for servants 
and the other for a ballroom. At his death in 1920, Brackenridge left a will which 
confirmed his position as San Antonio's greatest benefactor. The San Antonio Loan and 
Trust building is now privately owned and is being restored for use as offices and 
apartments. It retains its splendor as a monument to George W. Brackenridge and his 
financial genius. 
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

AUG 2 9 1980 
Colonel Donald J. Palladino 
D i s t r i c t Engineer 
Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth D i s t r i c t 
Department of the Army 
P. 0. Box 17300 
Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

Dear Colonel Palladino: 

Enclosed i s the Memorandum of Agreement r e f l e c t i n g the agreement to mitigate 
the adverse effects of channel improvements i n the San Antonio River, Bexar 
County, Texas, on Guenther Upper M i l l Site and other buildings i n the King 
William H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , reached by the consulting parties. 

Please sign and date t h i s Agreement and forward i t to Truett Latimer, Texas 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , for his dated signature. Thereafter, 
i t must be returned to the Council f o r r a t i f i c a t i o n by the Chairman. The 
Agreement w i l l become f i n a l 30 days a f t e r receipt by the Chairman or e a r l i e r 
i f r a t i f i e d by the Chairman. The r a t i f i e d Memorandum of Agreement w i l l 
constitute the Council's comments i n accordance w i t h Section 800.6(c)(3) and 
completes your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Act, Section 2(b) of Executive Order 11593, "Protection and 
Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," and the Council's regulations. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

Sincere 

Thomas F. King 
Director, Office of Culti 

Resource Preservation 

Enclosure 
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