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STREET& NUMBER 
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Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N O F LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE Mi 11 s CouHty Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Jan Saba County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 

Goldthwaite and San Saba 
STATE 

Texas 
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SURVEYRECORDS Texas Tech History of Engineering Department 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X^UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

•?^GOOD —RUINS A L T E R E D _MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

During a flood of the Colorado River in 1938 an older bridge at Regency, Texas, was 
destroyed. Mills and San Saba counties combined their efforts to build a new bridge 
across the deep ravines of the Colorado River at Regency. Bids for construction were 
advertised by both counties with the Austin Bridge Company of Dallas, Texas receiving 
the contract. Both counties agreed to supply lumber for use in building the flooring. 

Construction began in February 1939 with excavation of the banks of the river. Six 
to eight feet of earth were removed so that footings for the towers could be poured. 
After the concrete and steel towers were built, a falsework was constructed across 
the Colorado River to support beams and trusses while cable was strung above,them. 
This falsework washed away during high water on the Colorado River, but i t was re­
built and construction resumed. 

The cables consisted of 475 strands of No. 9 galvanized wire and each cable passed 
over towers at both ends of the bridge. Both of the cables were anchored at each 
end by pouring concrete into excavated holes and placing the ends of the cable into 
i t . Beams and trusses were connected to the cable by vertical one-inch turnbuckles. 
Eventually the cable and abutments held all the weight of the bridge plus vehicular 
traffic passing over i t . 

The Regency Suspension Bridge spans 340 feet from tower to tower. Both cables are 
pulled tight for another 134 feet behind each tower where they are anchored into the 
ground. The towers rise approximately 30 feet above the bridge floor. Maximum sag in 
the cable was not to exceed 7 feet above the floor of the bridge. The bridge stands 
1.25 feet above the recorded high water level of the Colorado River at Regency. The 
flooring for the bridge was constructed with 4 by 12 inch lengths of lumber. 

All work on the Regency Suspension Bridge was with hand labor and light-weight equip­
ment. Local residents were used for common labor and worked 60 hours a week. Those 
individuals who were not local residents boarded at the nearby Regency Store. 

Construction on the bridge was completed in October 1939. The bridge has maintained 
its structural integrity since that time with a minimum amount of maintenance. Today 
i t is in need of painting and floor repair, but i t reiTiains sound and should continue 
to serve the surrounding area. 
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SPECIFIC DATES February - October 1939 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Austin Bridge Co., Dal las, TX 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Built for the counties of Mills and San Saba by the Austin Bridge Company of Dallas, 
Texas, the Regency Suspension Bridge is one of the last remaining suspension bridges 
in use in Texas. Although i t does not ineet the National Register of Historic Places 
age requirement, extenuating circumstances TTiake its nomination necessary. I t is 
likely that the bridge will be destroyed within a short period of time. 

In 1938 after a flood along the Colorado River destroyed the older, heavily used 
bridge at Regency, Texas, a suspension bridge was erected in 1939 to reopen the 
transportation link between San Saba and Brownwood. Cotton and other agricultural 
products were shipped to market along this route. This bridge also provided an 
accessible crossing of the Colorado River for persons living in this locale. 

Since its construction the Regency Suspension Bridge has maintained its structural 
integrity with a minimum aiTiount of maintenance. Although today i t needs painting and 
floor repair, the structure remains sound and should continue to serve its surrounding 
agricultural area. 
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J IM BAKER 

C O C N T Y J U D G E 

W A R D E N TERRY 
COUNTY ATTORNEY 

C L O V I S LETBETTER 
DISTRICT A N D COUNTY CLERK 

C. W . JOHNSON 
COMMISSIONER. PRECINCT 1 

C A L V I N BUSH 
COMMISSIONER. PRECINCT 2 

W I L S O N K U Y K E N D A L L 
COMMISS IONER. PRECINCT 3 

DOUGLAS KEENEY 
COMMISS IONER. PRECINCT 4 

BRANTLEY BARKER 
SHERIFF . TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR 

COUNTY OF SAN SABA 

San Saba, Texas 76877 

MADA LEE SMITH 
COUNTY TREASURER 

B I L L Y F. K I D D 
COUNTY AGENT 

C A R O L Y N STOCKHOFF 
HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENT 

HARVY L. REEVES 
JUST ICE OF PEACE. PRECINCT 1 

J A C K B. M I L L E R 
D ISTRICT JUDGE 

L O U I S C R U M P 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

B I L L Y C. M C D O N I E L 
COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT 

September 7, 1976 

National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
l 8 t h & C Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Gentlemen: 

The Commissioners Court, i n t h e i r regular meeting 
August 9j unanimously voted to oppose any and a l l nomin­
ations of the Regency Bridge t o any form of H i s t o r i c a l 
Place. 

We already have a h i s t o r i c a l monument c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
of our J a i l . As such we are forbidden to a l t e r i t i n any 
form. So the Court feels that t o place the Regency Bridge 
into such c l a s s i f i c a t i o n would i n t e r f e r e with the County's 
need f o r maximum use of the bridge. 

Hence, the Court offers vigorous opposition to t h i s 
plan f o r San Saba County. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Baker 
County Judge 

JB:nrb 

cc: Judge Herbert S. Faulkner 
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844 

Mrs. M. F. Horton 
Chairman, M i l l s County H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Route 2, Box 107 
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844 
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H E R B E R T F A U L K N E R 
M I L L S C O U N T Y J U D G E 

A N D 

E X - O F F I C I O C O U N T Y S U P E R I N T E > I D E N T 

G O L D T H W A I T E . TEXAS 7 6 8 4 4 

September 1?, 1976 

National Register of Historic Places 
Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
iSth & C Street, N. V/. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

The Mill s County Commissioners Court on September 13, 
1976, in their regular meeting, unanimously voted to 
oppose any attempt to place the Regency Bridge (in the 
V/est part of M i l l s County) on the Federal Register. 

Since the Bridge i s owned j o i n t l y by Mill s and San Saba 
Counties and the bridge i s s t i l l i n use and saves miles 
of travel by using i t . Also i t does need some repairs 
on i t now and then. 

Therefore, the Court does go on record as opposing the 
bridge being placed on the Federal Register. 

Sincerely, 

Herbert Faulkner 
Mills County Judge 

HF/fg [ 

cc : Judge Jim Baker 
San Saba County Judge 
San Saba, Texas 76^77 

I4rs. M. F. Horton 
Chairman, Mills County Historical Commission 
Rt. 2, Box 107 
Goldthv/aite, Texas 76^44 
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H34-880 OCT 1 5 1976 

Mr. Jla Bakar t j ^ ^ 
County Judg« 
Sau Saba, Taxaa 76877 

Daar Mr. Bakar: 

Thank you for your lattar concamlng tha nomination of tha lagencT Sue-
aaaalon Brldea in >pi1» rn,^f4^^ Tmrmm̂^ to tha Hationai 
Sagiatar of Hiatorle Plaeaa. By clarifying a few pointa* va hope to 
alleviate your concema that liatlng in the National Register will 
automatically prohibit any alteratlaaa that tha county night wish to 
•eke on the bridge. 

Liating in the National Heglatar la Tadaral recognition that a property 
haa hiatorle value and is worthy of preservation. Once liated in tha 
National Reglater, a property reeeivea liaited protection froa federally 
controlled, licensed, or funded projecta and can qualify for either 
davalBp—nt or acquialtion grants-in-aid. Liating has no other effect 
on the property. I t does not restrict the range of actions am ewner can 
take ea long aa Federal noniea are not need, and i t gives no govemnental 
unit any authority or control over the property. SOIM State and local 
authoritiea utilize National Register listing aa a baala for State and 
locally enforced reatrictiona. Theae State and local provlaiona pro­
viding for the protection of hiatorle propertiea function independently 
froa the Netional Register progrsa. 

In this eaaa. National Bagistar liating alone could not prohibit the 
county fron altering or even deaoliahing tha bridge, i f Federal funda 
were not involved. The San Saba County J a i l , which you mmtion in your 
letter, i s not listed in the National Reglater. I t waa daalgnatad a 
Recorded TMCKS Historic Landmark in 1969. As such, i t receives limited 
protection under a State atatute which requires that a 90-day notice be 
gtvem to tha Taxaa Hlatorical CoaBdttea before any action i s undertsham 
which will alter or destroy the property'e historic or architectural 
value. In no way doea tha atatute prevent alteration or demolition of 
the j a i l or any other recorded landmark; I t almply haa a delaying effect. 

Baesnaa of Ita county ownerahip, tha Regency Suapenaion Bridge would 
aam ender the provlaions of the Texea Antiqultiea Code i f recognised 
as an hiatorle property by the Antiqultiea Committee. In thla ease, the 
«ae of the National Register listing aa recognition that a atructure haa 



historic value, would be a State or local action. In addition, i t ia 
possible that tha bridge would be recognised aa a hiatorle property 
by the Antiqultiea Ooamlttaa without National Reglater liating. It ia 
Important to note that i f the procedurea of the Texaa Antiqultiea Code 
apply to tha RagMiey Suapenaion Bridge, a permit for alteration or 
davmlspmsmt ml^lit be approfmd If plana were aamaltlve to thoee alamanti 
giving the bridge ita historic value. 

Finally, It ia the reaponalbility of the National Reglater to conaider 
on^ eonasnts coneemlixg a property's historical algnificanee during 
the profeaaioaal review proeeaa. Va will be happy to review any com-
•sata you may have concerning the bridge*a historical algnificanee 
under the criteria explained in tha eneloead leaflet. 

We hope that thla InfonMtlon wUl be helpful. He %dJ.l be happy to 
answer any further queationa you may have. 

Sincerely youra, 

(Sgd.) William J- Murtagtt 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of tHe National Reglater 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 w/c 

bcc: Regional Director, Southwest Region w/c 
Director's Reading File 
i880 w/c 

FNP:LUTZ:sle:10-7-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880 



H34-PR 

Mr. Jim Baker 
County Judge 
San Saba, Texas 76877 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the proposed listing of the 
Regency Suspension Bridge, Mills County, Texas, in the Nstional 
Register of Historic Places. 

Listing in the National Register is Federal recognition that a 
property possesses historic values and is worthy of preservstitm. 
Inclusion of a property in the National Register ensures the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to review 
and coimnent upon any federally controlled, licensed, or funded 
undertaking which may affect the property. In addition, preser­
vation projects for National Register properties, in accordance 
with an approved State historic preservation plaujcan qualify 
either development or acquisition grants-in-aid. Listing has no 
other effect on the property; i t does not affect in any manner, 
the range of actions an owner could take, as long as Federal monies 
are not involved; and i t gives no governmental imit any authority 
or control over the property, its use, or disposition. 

Under section 60.13(a) of 36 CFR part 60, notice has been published 
in the Septottber 14, 1976, "Federal Register" for comsent on the 
pedding nomination of the Regency Suspension Bridge for inclusion 
in the National Register. Any written coraaents received concerning 
the significance of the property under the National Register criteria 
for evaluation, set forth in the enclosed leaflet, will be carefully 
considered during the professional review process. Copies of these 
written comments will be supplied to the Sta«e Hiatorle Preservation 
Officer. 

We hope this information will be nseful to you. 

Sincerely yours. 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 

Enclosure 



cc: Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Direetor 
Texas Historical Coimnission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 w/c 

bcc: DG Advisory Council w/c 

Regional Direetor 
Southwest Region w/c 

Director's Reading File 
PR w/c 

FNP: M Luts:Jin:9-16-76 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 



IS **' ' 

iir. Barbart Faulkner 
Mils OMMty Judge 
Goldttamita, Texas 76M4 

Daar Mr* ftalkaart 

you for your letter concamlag tha iMainatloa of tha Regency 
Brtd«a la f n« )fn M M p — i r i l I j _ ^ I I 2 J ^ Natloaal Raglatar 
Historic Plseaa.By elarlfying a few palate, «• hope to allsviata your 
apparent aonearaa that liating in tha Matianal Reglater will autoaatlcally 
restrict tha aea of tha bridge and will prohibit either oooaty froa airiclag 
aagr altaratlooa or improvsasats. 

Listing la tha Hatloaal Raglatar la Federal racognltion that a property IMM 
hiatorle value end ia worthy of praaarvatloa. Onea liated la the Natloaal 
Reglater» a property reealvea liaited protection froa federally controlled, 
licensed, or fvaiad projaeta aad can qualify for either davalopaant or 
acfalaition granta-in-ald. Liating daaa not raatrlct the range of aetlMS 
an owner esa take as long aa Padaral aoaiaa are not uaed, and glvaa no 
fliiynaarirsl unit aagr aatherlty or control over property. National 
Rsglater liating aloma aamld not raatrlct use of the bridge or prohibit 

Soaa State aad local aut'norltiea uae National Raglatar Uatinf aa a baala 
for State aad locally enforced reatrictiona. Theae State aad local pro­
visions protecting hletorle propertiea fvactlaa ladapaadcntly froa the 
National laglater prograa. For example, baaaaaailta coonty owmarahlp, the 
laganey Suspanaioa Brldfs aight coaa aadar tha provlaiona of the Texaa 
Aatiquitiea Code which prehibita the dsaolltion or alteration of any 
pobllcally awaed^raaagaisad hiatorle property without e peralt froa the 
Texaa Antiqultiea CoMittea. If the Ceanittaa choeaea to uae the Netional 
R^ater llatlag aa avUaana that the bridge le a hiatorle property, thla 
uae would be e State and mot a Federal action. In addition, i t ia poaalble 
that tha Coaalttee might regard tha bridge ae e hiatorle property inde­
pendent of Netional Reglater action. Fiaally, i t la lapartaat to note 
that i f tha pgeeaJmraa of tha Code do apply to tha bridge, a pazait for 
altaretioa or developaaat aight be apptevad i f plana vara aanaitlva to tha 
characteriatics giving tha bridge ita hiatorle value. 

«a hapa that this Infaraatlon will be helpful. We will be happy to 
aaor queetiona you aay have. 

Sincerely youra, 

Willisa J. Murtagh 
Kaaper of the National Reglater 



cc: Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Coranission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 w/c 

bcc: Regional Director, Southwest 
Region w/c 

001 Reading File 
w/c 

FNP:LUTZ:sle:10-19-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered •J'̂ v >v/J 

Name Location 

Menard, Michel B., House 

' Galveston Causci^y 

St. Joseph's Church 

Stage Coach Inn 

Giddings-Wllkin House 

Regency Suspension Bridge 

Bell County Courthouse 

Galveston -
Galveston County 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Cbappell H i l l 
Washington County 

Brenham 
Washington County 

RegGncy v i c i n i t y 
Mills County 

Bolton 
Bell County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon* Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Hon. Jack Brooks 
Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle 
Hon. W. R. Foage 
Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr, Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

/ 
880 MMott/row 12/14/76 

INTl 2»80-75 
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Reviewer INITIALS I "^^^ 

DOE DEC 12 

N A M E AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: 

OTHER KA>TS I 

Regency Suspension Bridge 

L O C A T I O N ; ^ 

STREET l i NUMBER 

OTY, TOWN 

0.75 ml. S of Regency at Colorado River 

/ CONGRtbbiONAL DISTRICT 11 and 17 
VIONITYOF Regency 

AS 48 
Y 

M i l l s 

code 

333 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOVT Î UNICIPAL (cout^^ OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(uTTderline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAJIE) : 

HPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOTWJEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VIEST PACIFIC NORTm-IEST 

F E A T U R E S : NTEEIOR .yjCTEPIOP. 
-1 ' iSubs t a r . t i 

, gtfviROKS 
a l l y i n t a c t - 2 — S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

unki^ovm .-5 unknovm -6 
not app l i cab le - 8 a r p l i c a b l e - 9 

CONDITION 

Substantially intact 
_ un)cnov«m - A 
_ not applicable - 7 

— Int e r i o r , exterior, environs not inta --3 
_ K C E L I E N T _ D E T t R I O R A T E 0 • I^UNAITERED JCORIGINAL SIT 

^^000 _ROINS ALTERED _MOVEO 
_uNEXPOSE0 —Reconstructed —Unknown 
_ t ' nexcava t ° ' i -Excavated 

ACCESS-
Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d { Yes-unrestr 

historic district YES 

_ s t r i s t e ^ > No access Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LWIDMARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES Saved ? YES no 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use "bcabulary words) 

then-

no w-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

_A«CHE0I .OCY HISTORIC 

—ACRICULTURC 

—ARCHITECTURE 

_ A R T 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

1 ^ V^EN 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—IPUCATION 

(NCINEERINC ' 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— L A w / C o v ' t / p o l i t i c S -SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

- M I L I T A R Y —SOOAI /HUMANITARIAN 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY ^ ^TRANSPORTATION C?- C 

—POLITICS. GOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIfY) 

f i r s t ' - YES NO 

entertainment 
- . h e a l t h 

recreation 
settlement 

_soclo/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

"oldest-' YES NO **Onlyl? YES NO 



A R C H I T E C T U R A L S T Y L E : 

architec0n .bui Ide r: 

landscap^garden designer: 
interior decorator: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

b u i I d e r/c on t r a c to;*; JWe#f<w(»4— 

N A M E S ; 

(label role 
& 

appropriate date) 

personal 

gverits 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTIOK (Specific date or 1/4 of century) 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICAI-iT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE 

OTHER FEDERAL 

A C R E A G E 

• (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S : (i"'^l"<le architectural information here) 

S l G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 


