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REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC.  San Saba County Courthouse
STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Goldthwaite and San Saba Texas
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DEPOSITORY FOR - 2 -
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED LUNALTERED )LORIGINAL SITE
X Goop —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

During a flood of the Colorado River in 1938 an older bridge at Regency, Texas, was
destroyed. Mills and San Saba counties combined their efforts to build a new bridge
across the deep ravines of the Colorado River at Regency. Bids for construction were
advertised by both counties with the Austin Bridge Company of Dallas, Texas receiving
the contract. Both counties agreed to supply lumber for use in building the flooring.

Construction began in February 1939 with excavation of the banks of the river. Six
to eight feet of earth were removed so that footings for the towers could be poured.
After the concrete and steel towers were built, a falsework was constructed across
the Colorado River to support beams and trusses while cable was strung above .them.
This falsework washed away during high water on the Colorado River, but it was re-
built and construction resumed.

The cables consisted of 475 strands of No. 9 galvanized wire and each cable passed
over towers at both ends of the bridge. Both of the cables were anchored at each
end by pouring concrete into excavated holes and placing the ends of the cable into
it. Beams and trusses were connected to the cable by vertical one-inch turnbuckles.
Eventually the cable and abutments held all the weight of the bridge plus vehicular
traffic passing over it.

The Regency Suspension Bridge spans 340 feet from tower to tower. Both cables are
pulled tight for another 134 feet behind each tower where they are anchored into the
ground. The towers rise approximately 30 feet above the bridge floor. Maximum sag in
the cable was not to exceed 7 feet above the floor of the bridge. The bridge stands
1.25 feet above the recorded high water Tevel of the Colorado River at Regency. The
flooring for the bridge was constructed with 4 by 12 inch lengths of Tumber.

A1l work on the Regency Suspension Bridge was with hand labor and light-weight equip-
ment. Local residents were used for common labor and worked 60 hours a week. Those
individuals who were not local residents boarded at the nearby Regency Store.

Construction on the bridge was completed in October 1939. The bridge has maintained
its structural integrity since that time with a minimum amount of maintenance. Today
it is in need of painting and floor repair, but it remains sound and should continue
to serve the surrounding area.




KBl SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART XENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY )LTRANSPORTATION
X 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES Feppyary - October 1939  BUILDER/ARCHITECT Aystin Bridge Co., Dallas, TX

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built for the counties of Mills:and San Saba by the Austin Bridge Company of Dallas,
Texas, the Regency Suspension Bridge is one of the last remaining suspension bridges
in use in Texas. Although it does not meet the National Register of Historic Places
age requirement, extenuating circumstances make its nomination necessary. It is
likely that the bridge will be destroyed within a short period of time.

In 1938 after a flood along the Colorado River destroyed the older, heavily used
bridge at Regency, Texas, a suspension bridge was erected in 1939 to reopen the
transportation link between San Saba and Brownwood. Cotton and other agricultural
products were shipped to market along this route. This bridge also provided an
accessible crossing of the Colorado River for persons 1iving in this locale.

Since its construction the Regency Suspension Bridge has maintained its structural
" integrity with a minimum amount of maintenance. Although today it needs painting and

floor repair, the structure remains sound and should continue to serve its surrounding

agricultural area.
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Austin Bridge Co., Dallas, Tex. "[Bid Plans] Covering Material and Erection of 340"
Suspension Span Contract No. 2305." May 27, 1939. 10 lvs. Pencil on tracing
paper. Available at Austin Bridge Co., Dallas, Tex.

Mr. Jack Moore, Abilene, Texas [laborer on construction of Regency Suspension Bridge],
to John E. Moore, History of Engineering Program. Tape recorded interview. June 29,
1939. Available at History of Engineering Program, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX.
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Regency Suspension Bridge AUG 30‘976
near Regency, Mills Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program
Texas Tech Univ., Lubbock, Texas

Full view of Regency Suspension Bridge
Photo #1 -/ </

DEC 12 1976
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Regency Suspension Bridge AUG 3 1976
near Regency, Mills Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program
History of Engineering Program, Texas Tech, Lubbock

Looking along southeast end of bridge
Photo #2 N4






1976
Pension Briqdge AUG 30 1
> Mi > Texas

Histony of Engineering Program
Texas Tech Univ,, Lubbock, Texas

Detail of cable ang turnbuck]es
Photo #3aﬁ¢
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AUG 3¢ 1976
Regency Suspension Bridge
near Regency, Mills Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program, 8-2-75
Texas Tech Univ., Lubbock, Texas

Looking to side view of bridge
Photo #4 a;l‘ )

DEC 12 197
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NAME

HISTORIC
Regency Suspension Bridge

AND/OR COMMON

LOCATION

CITY. TOWN Lvncmmf or Regency COuNTY Mills STATE Texas

MAP REFERENCE

source  United States Department of the Interior Geological Survey
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JIM BAKER
-~ CO®NTY JUDGE

WARDEN TERRY

COUNTY ATTORNEY

CLOVIS LETBETTER

DISTRICT AND COUNTY CLERK

C. W. JOHNSON

COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 1

CALVIN BUSH

MADA LEE SMITH
COUNTY TREASURER

BILLY F. KIDD
COUNTY AGENT

CAROLYN STOCKHOFF

HARVY L. REEVES

COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 2 JACK B. MILLER
WILSON KUYKENDALL DISTRICT JUDGE
COMMISSIONER, PRECINCT 3 COUNTY OF SAN SABA e

DOUGLAS KEENEY

COMMISSIONER. PRECINCT 4

BRANTLEY BARKER

SHERIFF, TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

San Saba, Texas 76877 BILLY C. M cDONIEL

September 7, 1976

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

18th & C Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Gentlemen:

The Commissioners Court, in their regular meeting
August 9, unanimously voted to oppose any and all nomin-
ations of the Regency Bridge to any form of Historical
Place.

We already have a historical monument classification
of our Jail. As such we are forbidden to alter it in any
form. So the Court feels that to place the Regency Bridge
into such classification would interfere with the County's
need for maximum use of the bridge.

Hence, the Court offers vigorous opposition to this
plan for San Saba County.

Sincerely,
Jim Baker
County Judge

JB:nrb

cc: Judge Herbert S. Faulkner
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844

Mrs. M. F. Horton

Chairman, Mills County Historical Commission
Route 2, Box 107

Goldthwaite, Texas 7684l

HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENT

JUSTICE OF PEACE, PRECINCT 1

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT
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HERBERT FAULKNER

MILLS COUNTY JUDGE
AND
EX-OFFICIO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT

GOLDTHWAITE, TEXAS 76844

September 17, 1976

National Register of Historic Places
Department of Interior

National Park Service

18th & C Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

The Mills County Commissioners Court on September 13,
1976, in their regular meeting, unanimously voted to
oppose any attempt to place the Regency Bridge (in the
West part of Mills County) on the Federal Register.

Since the Bridge is owned jointly by Mills and San Saba
Counties and the bridge is still in use and saves miles
of travel by using it. Also it does need some repairs
on it now and then.

Therefore, the Court does go on record as opposing the
bridge being placed on the Federal Register.

Sincerely,

Herbert Faulkner
Mills County Judge

HF/fg /

cc: Judge Jim Baker
San Saba County Judge
San Saba, Texas 76877

Mrs. M. F. Horton

Chairman, Mills County Historical Commission
RE. 2, Box 107

Goldthwaite, Texas 76844
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H34-880 OCT 15 1978 ~
Tl &
Mr. Jim Bsker w\"

County Judge
San Saba, Texas 76877

Dear Mr. Baker:

Thank you for your letter concerning the nomination of the Regency Sus-
pension Bridge in Mills and San Saha Counties, Texas, to the Hatiomal
Register of Historic Places. By clarifying a few points, we hope to
alleviate your concerns that listing in the National Register will
automatically prohibit any alterations that the county might wish to
make on the bridge.

Listing in the National Register is Federal recognition that a property
has historic value and is worthy of preservation. Once listed in the
National Register, a property receives limited protection from federally
controlled, licemsed, or funded projects and can qualify for either
development or acquisition grants-in-aid. Listing has no other cffect
on the property. It does mot restrict the range of actions an owner can
take as long as Federal monies are not used, and it gives no govermmental
unit any authority or control over the property. Some State and local
authorities utilize Natiomal Register listing as a basis for State and
locally enforced restrictions. These State and local provisions pro-
viding for the protection of historic properties function independently
from the National Register program.

In this case, National Register listing alome could not prohibit the
county from altering or even demolishing the bridge, if Federal funds
were not involved. The San Saba County Jail, which you mention in your
letter, is not listed in the National Register. It was designated a
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1969. As such, it receives limited
protection under a State statute which requires that a 90-day notice be
given to the Texas Historical Committee before any action is undertaken
vhich will alter or destroy the property's historiec or architectural
value. In no way does the statute prevent alteration or demolition of
the jail or any other recorded landmark; it simply has a delaying effect.

Because of its county ownership, the Regency Suspemsion Bridge would
come under the provisions of the Texas Antiquities Code if recognized
as an historic property by the Antiquities Committee. In this case, the
use of the Natiomal Register listing as recognition that a structure has



property
umumumu—ammwmmuu It is

We hope that this information will be helpful. We will be happy teo
answer any further questions you may have.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) Willlam J. Murtagh
m-:. w
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosures

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Statiom
Austin, Texas 78711 w/c

bec: Regional Director, Southwest Region w/c
Director's Reading File

1880 w/c

FNP:LUTZ:sle:10-7-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880



H34-PR

Mr. Jim Baker
County Judge
San Saba, Texas 76877

Dear Mr, Baker: A

}é

Thank you for your letter concerning the propqt:d listing of the
Regency Suspension Bridge, Mills County, Tcgﬁ in the National
Register of Historic Places. y .

Listing in the National Register is F
property possesses historic values
Inclusion of a property in the Nat
Advisory Council on Historic
and comment upon any federally centrolled, uunud, or funded
undertaking which may affect property. In addition, preser-
vation projects for National Register properties, in accordance
with an approved State hist preservation plan,can ‘qialifyr
either development or acquisition grants-in-aid. L:l.utn. has no
other effect on the propefty; it does not affect in any manmer,

the range of actions an owner could take, as long as Federal monies
are not involved; and it gives no govermmental unit any authority
or control over the property, its use, or disposition.

al recognition that a
| 1s worthy of preservation.

Under section 60. léj(a) of 36 CFR part 60, notice has been published
in the September 14, 1976, "Federal Register" for comment on the
of the Regency Suspension Bridge for inclusion
Register. Any written comments received concerning

considered’ during the professional review process. Copies of these

We this information will be useful to you.

Sincerely yours,

William J, Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register

Enclosure



ce: Mr, Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711 w/ec

bee: DG Advisory Council w/e

Regional Director
Southwest Region w/c

Director's Reading File
PR w/e
FNP: M Lutz:4{1ln:9-16-76

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR



£34~880

Hr. Herbert Faulkner

Mills County Judge
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844

Dear Mr. Faulimer:

Mml«ml&wmthmw
W.um

restrict the use of the bridge and will prohibit either county from making
any alterations or improvements.

Listing in the Natiomal Register is Federal recognition that a property has
historic value and is worthy of preservation. Once listed in the Natiomal

Register listing as evidence that the bridge is a historic property, this
use would be a State and not a Federal action. In addition, it is possible
inde-
note
bridge, a permit for
were sensitive to the

|
:
%
i
5
1




cc: Mr. Truett Latimer >
Executive Director
Texas Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711 w/c

bec: Regional Director, Southwest
Region w/c
001 Reading File

1880 w/c , '
FNP:LUTZ:sle:10-19-76 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 880
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

'STATE TEXAS

) ) =
Date Entered pEC 1¢

Name

Menard, Michel B., House
" Galveston Causcway
St. Joseph's Church
Stage Coach Inn
Giddings~Wilkin House
/ Regency Suspension Bridge

s

Bell County Courthouse

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower
Hon. Lloyd M. Dentsen

Hon. Jack Brooks

Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle

Hon. W. R. Poage

Regional Director, Southwest
Region

[ 880 MMott/row  12/14/76

Location

Galveston
Galveston County

- Galveston

Galveston County

Galveston
Galveston County

Chappell Hill

- Washington Coumty

Brenham
Washington County

Regency vicinity
Mills County

Belton
Bell County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr, Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texag Historical Commission

Y.0., Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

INT: 2050-75
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NAME js 17 APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Regency Suspension Bridge
OTHER NAMES:
LOCATION;

0.75 mi. S of Regency at Colorado River

STREET & NUMBER

ary. TowN CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT 11 and 17

L”//
vianty of Regency

"“‘V{éxas 48 ~_couwty code
/ Mills E 333

OWNER OF PROPERTY: (Circle) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL @ OTHER
ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) s
NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

FEATURES: NTERIOR é’l‘ERIOR ( Eg;_RONS
Substantially intact-1l v Substantially intact-2 < Substantially intact-3

— unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 _Net applicable-9
- Interior, exterior, cnvircons not intacc-0
CONDITION ~ CELLENT __DETERIORATED - NALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
zooo , _RUINS —ALTERED __MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unknewn
~UnexcavateAd ~Excavated
ACCESS ~ Yes-restricted -‘ No access Unknown
N historic district ? YES 6(9
e WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES ﬁ
= IF YES, NAME:
ADAPTIVE USE: ves Saved? s 10 ;
FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words)
then-
now- i

SIGNIFICANCE:

—ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION —entertainment

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —taw/Gov't/politics _science —health

~AGRICULTURE ~ECONOMICS —LUITERATURE —recreation

—ARCHITECTURE CATION | —MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement

—ART NGINEERING —MUSIC 7 ) _socio/cultural

—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION —PHILOSOPHY " Yimanseorranion > © __urban & commun

—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

2 —INVENTION -

Claims

L pe ’
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