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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Noted f o r the design of a number of Central Texas courthouses 
such as those i n Hood, Denton, and H i l l c o u n t i e s , a r c h i t e c t W.C. 
Dodson modified the t r a d i t i o n a l c r o s s - a x i a l plan t o allow the e r e c t i o n 
of a c e n t r a l tower i n the C o r y e l l County Courthouse. By moving the 
d i s t r i c t courtroom t o a p o s i t i o n along side the tower r a t h e r one 
centered under i t , he was able t o extend masoniry support w a l l s t o the 
ground and support a heavy s t r u c t u r e — a s opposed t o a l i g h t wooden 
work supported on trusses over the cou r t space. 

The C o r y e l l Temple o f j u s t i c e also marks something of a departure 
from y e t another convention of Texas courthouse a r c h i t e c t u r e i n which 
entrances i n four r e l a t i v e l y uniform facades give equal prominence t o 
each o f the commerical blocks surrounding the square. I n s p i t e o f 
the presence of entrances i n each facade the dominant a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
treatment o f the south side suggests one major entrance. The nor t h 
side has secondary dominance and the east and west entrances, i d e n t i c a l 
i n composition, have t e r t i a r y importance. I n l a t e r years the main 
s t r e e t s h i f t e d t o the n o r t h side o f the square and the north entrance 
became predominant. The south p o r t i c o has p a i r e d corner columns 
while the n o r t h has s i n g l e columns; also the openings f l a n k i n g the 
c e n t r a l arch are smaller on the n o r t h . 

Among the most remarkable features o f the b u i l d i n g i s the composition 
of the i n t e r i o r spaces. Two c e n t r a l c o r r i d o r s passing through the 
b u i l d i n g i n t e r s e c t on r i g h t angles under a rotunda. Located i n the 
c o r r i d o r j u s t i n s i d e the prominant south entrance, a wide s t a i r 
leads t o a wide second f l o o r l a n d i n g , thence onward t o the center where 
the f l o o r plan enlarges and encompasses the rotunda openings, p r o v i d i n g 
an e x c e l l e n t progression o f spaces t e r m i n a t i n g a t the spacious d i s t r i c t 
courtroom. 

The form o f t h i s courtroom i s the basis f o r a unique composition 
of forms. B u i l t i n oval form at the request of the county commissioners 
i t i s s t r o n g l y expressed on the northeast and northv/est w i t h curved 
forms. On the n o r t h side o f the b u i l d i n g , the d i s t r i c t judge's o f f i c e 
and a c i r c u l a r s t a i r are contained w i t h i n separate towers located 
adjacant t o a p o r t i c o which i s s i m i l a r t o but smaller than the south 
p o r t i c o . 

On the ground l e v e l , t h i s oval form contains the county courtroom 
on the west side o f a b i s e c t i n g c o r r i d o r , and s h e r i f f ' s o f f i c e and 
o f f i c e of the county c l e r k on the n o r t h side. T y p i c a l of many cou r t 
houses, spaces f o r the grand j u r y and d i s t r i c t c l e r k were located on 
the second l e v e l . The t h i r d s t o r y — t h e l e v e l o f the d i s t r i c t courtroom 
balcony--contained rooms f o r j urys and o f f i c e space. 

Much o f Dodson's work was Romanesque i n character w i t h elements 
of e i t h e r The Second Empire of C l a s s i c a l s t y l e . The C o r y e l l County 
Courthouse i s of the l a t t e r type. Firmly based i n the round arches 
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and r u s t i c a t e d masonry of the Romanesque, the most conspicuously 
designed features were, however, i n the I t a l i a n Renaissance Revival s t y l e 

Massive C l a s s i c a l p o r t i c o s , d i f f e r i n g somewhat i n scale and 
treatment, define the n o r t h and south e n t r i e s . The south p o r t i c o 
r i s e s from a one s t o r y base of r u s t i c a t e d stone w i t h arched e n t r i e s 
i n the lower l e v e l . Red sandstone columns i n the Co r i n t h i a n order 
carry pediments o f white sandstone w i t h the f i v e pointed s t a r of Texas 
i n s e t i n c o n t r a s t i n g carved stone. P a v i l i o n s f l a n k i n g the p o r t i c o s 
terminate i n pedestals which, at the n o r t h and south entrances, 
were t o carry t w i n statues o f L i b e r t y and J u s t i c e . Only a s i n g l e 
statue i s extant at each entrance. The east and west e n t r i e s are 
t r e a t e d i n a more subdued fashion w i t h simple openings. At each 
corner a p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n c a r r i e s a ribbed metal dome topped w i t h 
a f i n i a l . Quarter c i r c u l a r bays j o i n the n o r t h facade t o these 
p r o j e c t i n g features. 

The east and west facades are dominated by t w i n towers f l a n k i n g 
the sides of the entrances. As at the n o r t h and south entrances 
a s t a i r leads t o a center arched opening behind which i s a shallow 
porch. On e i t h e r side of t h i s center access are narrow openings 
surmounted by Roman arches and c o n t a i n i n g s h o r t balustrades. On 
the ground l e v e l these and other arches w i t h voussiors of white sand
stone and a r c h i v o l t s of red standstone c o n t r a s t w i t h window openings 
spanned by red sandstone l i n t e l s t h a t are inc o r p o r a t e d i n t o a band 
g i r d l i n g the s t r u c t u r e . On the second f l o o r both red and white 
sandstone l i n t e l s are employed. A l l of t h i s c o n t r i b u t e d t o a 
noteworthy picturesqueness and richness o f e f f e c t . Throughout, s t r i n g 
courses of red sandstone are countered by corner p i l a s t e r s w i t h carved 
Capit o l s . The composition i s dominated by the c e n t r a l tower w i t h i t s 
C l a s s i c a l orders and r a i s e d dome surmounted by an open b u l f r y . A 
broken e n t a b l a t u r e supported by C l a s s i c a l colimms c o n t r i b u t e s t o the 
richness of t h i s crowning f e a t u r e . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1897-1898 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ^ ^ ^ ^ D o d s o n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The C o r y e l l County Courthouse has l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l importance 

and r e g i o n a l a r c h i t e c t u a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t has been the center of 
governmental a c t i v i t i e s since i t s completion and continues t o serve 
these f u n c t i o n s . I t was designed by a prominant Texas a r c h i t e c t 
and has no counterpart i n the s t a t e . Comprised of curved and rectang
u l a r forms, and i n c o r p o r a t i n g a combination of Romanesque and C l a s s i c a l 
d e t a i l s , as w e l l as polychromatic m a t e r i a l s , the e d i f i c e i s one of the 
most i n t e r e s t i n g and charming nineteenth-century courthouses i n the 
Southwest. 

C o r y e l l County, named f o r James C o r y e l l , an e a r l y e x p l o r e r of the 
regio n , was organized i n 1854. G a t e s v i l l e , the county seat, grew up 
around F o r t Gates, e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1849 t o p r o t e c t s e t t l e r s from 
marauding Indians. A f t e r the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of the county, p i i b l i e 
business was f o r a time conducted from rented o f f i c e s and commercial 
b u i l d i n g s . Land f o r a courthouse square was acquired and a one-story 
framed s t r u c t u r e was constructed i n 186 5 on a corner p r e s e n t l y occupied 
by a c i t y f i l l i n g s t a t i o n . I n 1872, a two-story s t r u c t u r e of na t i v e 
white limestone was erected on t h i s p r o perty and served as a focus 
of county business for the next twenty f i v e years. The second courthouse, 
b u i l t a t a cost of $11,000 had four rooms defined by i n t e r s e c t i n g main 
h a l l s on the f i r s t f l o o r w i t h j u r y and courtrooms above. 

On May 15, 1897, a r c h i t e c t W.C. Dodson was commissioned t o draw 
plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a t h i r d courthouse at a c o n t r a c t p r i c e of 
three and h a l f percent of the t o t a l b u i l d i n g cost. The only s t i p u l a t i o n s 
imposed on fsiie a r c h i t e c t were t h a t the b u i l d i n g have a cupola on top 
w i t h a Seth Thomas Clock and a b e l l o f not less than 800 pounds, and 
th a t the b u i l d i n g be roofed i n metal w i t h the dome on the cupola i n 
clad copper. I n a d d i t i o n , there were t o be dual statues o f L i b e r t y 
and J u s t i c e a t the n o r t h and south entrances. 

On October 2, 1897, a hollow cornerstone was l a i d w i t h f u l l 
Masonic r i t u a l . The stone was placed on the northeast corner of the 
b u i l d i n g ; i t s o r i e n t a t i o n was, i n ceremonial usage, symbolic o f l i g h t , 
I t was p o s i t i o n e d at the accompaniment of music and a f t e r s u i t a b l e 
o r a t i o n s was s p r i n k l e d w i t h corn, wine and o i l , emblematic o f pl e n t y 
h e a l t h and peace. I t was blue-grey g r a n i t e weighing 1,825 pounds. 
Among the i n s c r i p t i o n s on i t s surface were the dates Anno Domini and 



Q M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Robinson, W i l l a r d B., Todd Webb, Texas Public Buildings o f the Nineteenth 

Century, U n i v e r s i t y o f Texas, Austin 1974. 
Sco t t , Zelma, A H i s t o r y of C o r y e l l County, A u s t i n : Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 

Society. 19 765. 
Simmons, Fran E., H i s t o r y of Coir/>ell County, Be l t o n , Texas C o r y e l l 

County New. 19 36. 

EQGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 a C r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

7 S-<2> 
A|_l^ \e \ l ,mrW |3^l7,8U5.0t B L J I I . I . • I I • I • I • • | 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CLLJ I I • I • • I I , I , I • • I D L J L L L - L L - J I • I • I • . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

U.S. 84 and Junction Texas 36 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Q F O R M P R E P A R E D BY 
^̂ NAME/TiTLE W i l l a r d B. Robinson, Professor o f A r c h i t e c t u r e 
S. E l i z a b e t h Sasser, Research A s s i s t a n t 12/9/76 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

D i v i s i o n of Architecture-Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 806/742-2464 
STREET gl NUMBER TELEPHONE 

P.O. Box 4499 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

T.iihhock Texas 

I H S T A T E H I S T O R I C PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE ^ LOCAL •n-

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationjfl Historic Preservation Xdt of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National R e g i ^ r and certify that it t ^ ^ ^ e e n evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE s t a t e H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r (y DATE 12/21/76 

F D R N P S U S E O N L Y 

I H E R E B Y C E R T I F Y T H A T T H I S P R O P E R T Y I S I ^ ^ L U D E J ^ I N T ^ E N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R 

D A T E 

PATE J ^ ' y ^ ^ . -pj, 

i i L i \ I I I Ul IWt NMIIUmML wmUIJIER 

GPO 892-453 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATtS DtPARTMLNT OF TH t INTtRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

-n2 9 A976 
RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED AUG 1 8 T977 

CONTINUATION SHEET C o r y e l l C o u n t y ITEM NUMBER g PAGE 

the Masonic Anno Lucis. I n s i d e was a box o f a r t i c l e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of the character o f the pe r i o d . Included were a photo of the o l d 
courthouse, two boxes o f medicine, a copy o f the Dallas Morning News 
an 189 7 f i v e - c e n t piece, a b o t t l e of whiskey and a l i s t o f Women's 
C h r i s t i a n Temperance Union o f f i c e r s along w i t h a Columbian h a l f d o l l a r 
and Masonic Lodge B i b l e . 

The courthouse was completed on Ju l y 18, 1898, at a cost of 
$73,649.69 by c o n t r a c t o r Thomas L o v e l l . Constructed o f n a t i v e 
limestone and red sandstone, the blocks were cut t o size at the 
quarry and hauled t o the s i t e by horse drawn wagons. 

The courthouse today continues t o serve i t s o r i g i n a l 
f u n c t i o n . 
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