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DESCRIPTION

Goliad State Park in its original configuration defined a 1930s and 1940s commemorative district
immediately southeast of the city of Goliad in Goliad County. The park encompassed prairie grass meadows
and riparian woodlands along the banks of a broad bend in the San Antonio River, offering various landscape
elevations for permanent facilities above thefloodplainand seasonal recreation areas close to the river. Land
acquisitions for the park south of the river included right of way for a new highway, and parts of the old
community of La Bahia. On property donated in 1931 to the state, by Goliad city and county governments,
various New Deal funds and agencies beginning in 1933 completed US Highway 183 (first designated "Texas
Revolution Memorial" State Highway 29) bisecting the park; reconstruction of the stone Spanish Mission
Nuestra Senora de Espiritu Santo de Zuniga (NR 1977 for its archeological record); the stone caretaker and
maintenance compound; the concrete Memorial Auditorium; and other improvements. The 1939 granite burial
monument to Colonel James Walker Fannin's men south of the river in old La Bahia (adjacent to and listed with
reconstructed Presidio Nuestra Senora de Loreto de la Bahia. NHL 1967) complemented this unusual district. In
1971 several original park acres at the state park's northeast comer, including the Auditorium, reverted to the
city and county, who also maintain the Fannin Monument. The present state park, administered by Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department (TPWD), focuses north of the river on reconstructed 18"" century Mission Espiritu
Santo, and south of the river on a 1975 reconstruction of the Zaragosa Birthplace (not nominated). The state
park also features an administration building (former 1930s museum), restroom buildings, shelter for group
meetings, conference center and swimming pool complex, overnight camping facilities, hiking trails and picnic
sites. Combined with original facilities now owned by the local governments and the Texas Department of
Transportation, Goliad State Park Historic District includes 20 Contributing properties—all retaining high levels
of historic integrity—and 14 Noncontributing properties, all utilitarian facilities of more recent placement.

Geography, Natural Features and Vegetation
Goliad County in southeastem Texas is bounded by Victoria County on the south. Bee County on the
southwest. Karnes County on the northwest, and DeWitt County on the north. On the meeting ground for two
vegetation zones—the Gulf Coast Prairie and South Texas Plains or Brush Country—these lands also exhibit
"habitat for a few plants and animals characteristic of the Texas Hill Country" in the Goliad sandstone outcrop
areas (Blacklock. 1988:2).
Elevations of lands in the district vary from 180 feet above sea level at Fannin's monument, to 100 feet
along the 30-foot high banks of the San Antonio River. Occasional flooding can inundate up to 50% of the park.
The soils are varied:
rsandy loams over caliche-near the north boundary of the district
>
extremely fertile brown to dark brown clay loam with outcroppings of calcareous
dark gray clay-near the north banks of the river
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rcaliche and sandstone, and dark brown sandy-to-clay loam-south of the river.
The vegetation includes various species of brushy plants: Opuntia Cactus, Yucca, native grasses, springblooming wildflowers, and trees. Brushy species: Agarita, Lime Prickly Ash. Spring Hackberry. Bluewood.
Southwestern Bernardia, Sweet Acacia. Lotebush. Blackbrush Acacia. Soap-Bush. Westem Soapberry, and
Texas Colubrina are found along the Aranama Trail and in uncleared thickets in the park. Some of the vine
species are Dewberries, Mustang Grapes. Virginia Creeper, Poison Ivy. and Alamo Vine (wild moming glory).
At least 42 species of wildflowers of the area were identified by Judge J. A. White in the 1930s, evidenced by
his hand-written list in the White papers. Trees include Huisache, Cedar Elm, Net-Leaf Hackberry, Live Oaks,
Texas Persimmon. Texas Mountain Laurel. Pecan, Anaqua, Sugarberry (Sugar Hackberry), and Mesquite.
A recent NPS-sponsored National Natural Landmark Surx ey identified "Goliad State Park as
representative of the Sugarberry-Elm Ecological Theme, and a candidate for selection as a National Natural
Landmark for its high quality habitat characteristics." The park is "just downstream from a proposed dam site. It
is likely that flow control of the San Antonio River by reservoir construction will impact this area" (Bauer, Frye,
Spain. 1991:102, 133).
Recently identified on TPWD's "Great Texas Coastal Birding Map" as site Number CTC039, the park
and the nearby areas are on the migration path for many species. Ornithologist Gene Blacklock writes "the
avifauna of the park is essentially representative of southwestem tropical affinities... Olivaceous Cormorant.
Groove-billed Avi. Brown-crested Flycatcher, Long-billed Thrasher and Olive Sparrow" (Blacklock, 1988:2).
Cliff-swallows nest under the US 183 bridge at the south end of the park. White-tailed deer are attracted to an
deer feeder near the eastern boundary of the park; other animals find sanctuary in dense, uncleared areas.
US HIGHWAY 183
The northern boundary of the district begins about .2 mile south of the intersection of US Highway 59
and US 183. The highway (Contributing between the historic district's north boundary and the Custodian's
Complex entrance) moves south crosses Sparrow Creek then traverses a deep cut in rough limestone outcrop,
originally excavated for a railroad overpass since removed. Here the highway isflankedby concrete railroad
bridge abutments plus limestone pylons—the taller northern- and southem-most ones decorated with star-incircle motifs, early logo of the Texas Highway Department—and low rock walls erected in the 1930s to
designate the "Texas Revolution Memorial Highway." as some maps of the period labeled it.
THE J . A . WHITE BRIDGE
About .3 miles south from the main entrance of the park was the original bridge (replaced in 2000)
spanning the San Antonio River and dedicated with bronze plaques to Judge J. A. White. Contractor H. B.
Zachry of San Antonio completed the bridge in 1934. The riveted steel tmss spanned the river for 120 feet;
overall length of its concrete deck including approaches was 380 feet. Two large concrete piers, poured in
place, supported the truss. Five vertical 50-foot-high pre-cast concrete pilings, installed with a pile driver,
supported the concrete spans. The vertical clearance of the bridge was 13 feet 10 inches, and the deck was 24
feet wide.
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A pair of commemorative bronze plaques, originally on the concrete posts on the north and south approaches
read:
J. A. White Bridge
Dedicated to J. A. White, County Judge, Goliad County, for his
patriotic and unselfish service in the location and preservation of
historic shrines in Goliad County.

An additional pair of plaques, mounted high on the tmss on the south and north approaches read:
1934
San Antonio River Bridge
State Highway Commission
John Wood
Chairman
W. R. Ely
Member
D. K. Martin
Member
Gibb Gilchrist
Highway Engineer
G. G. Wickline
Bridge Engineer
T. W. Bailey
Division Engineer
Jno. S. Fenner
Resident Engineer
H. B. Zachry Company
Contractors

Demolished in 1999, the bridge was replaced in 2000 by a new 48-foot wide structure that spans the
river for 420 feet and Park Road 6 for 160 feet, for a total bridge length of 580 feet. The new bridge features the
Texas Department of Transportation's crash-tested T-411 concrete balustrade, resembling decorative barriers
popular elsewhere on concrete spans from the 1920s through 1940s. The year "2000" is cast at each end of the
new balustrades, and one of the 1934 "J.A. White Bridge" bronze plaques is affixed to a new concrete pillar;
remaining bronze plaques were donated to the local museum. The bridge segment over the river includes a 12foot wide bicycle lane for the Goliad Hike and Bike Trail, which begins south of the Goliad town square,
traverses the park, and circles Presidio La Bahia and the Fannin Burial Monument. This trail has been funded
by the Texas Department of Transportation and federal ISTEA Enhancement funds.
THE CUSTODIAN'S COMPLEX, AND C C C CAMPSITE
22.77-acre tract of land owned by the City and County of Goliad (excepting a 1-acre Central Power and
Light Company tract), immediately east of the southmost highway pylons, surrounds a 1.59-acre "custodian's
lodge" tract still owned by the state and Contributing to the Historic District. The December 1937 Revised
Master Plan Goliad State Park Report (hereinafter Revised Plan) defined this entire area as the "Educational
Center." adding that "All of the property that is mentioned in this report as belonging to the County or the City
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is considered to be included in the Park. Any or all of these tracts may be formally tumed over to the State at
any time." With exception of the custodian's complex, the local governments never transferred this area, and
because of a multitude of modern improvements their property here is not included in the Historic District
boundary. [In 1962, the Commissioners' Court of Goliad County approved a petition dividing the present
22.77-acre tract—including a recycling center, baseball fields, bams and sheds used during the annual county
fair, and maintenance and storage structures—between the city and county (Goliad County Commissioners'
Court Minutes. August 24, 1972).]
A 1 '/2-story original residence (Contributing) for the park superintendent plus maintenance and storage
area occupy the 1.59 acre tract deeded to the state in 1935 (Goliad County Deed Records, Volume 162:189).
The residence exhibits design elements reminiscent of early Spanish colonial masonry dwellings: wooden
lentils above the doors and windows, wooden window frames and muntins, an octagonal window, wooden
grillwork, and enclosed courtyards. Stone parapet walls on the north and south elevations of the dwelling frame
a side gabled roof with decorative wood brackets. Composition shingles have replaced the original roofing of
hand-drawn wood. Two stone chimneys pierce the roof near the north and south parapets.
On the west elevation an inset porch is centered on a wooden door with spindle-tumed wood grills
covering the door light and transom light. Wood grillwork also decorates a large rectangular window and rests
on a projecting rock sill with a step detail below. Low rock walls enclose an entry courtyard. The parapet wall
on the south elevation is reinforced by two buttresses. Fenestration on this wall includes a window trimmed with
a wooden grill and stone sill. A 4-foot high stone perimeter wall with wooden gate extends from the dwelling to
the garage, enclosing a rear courtyard and fountain.
Supported by three large columns made from tree trunks, the roof overhang on the east elevation shelters
a porch enclosed by a low rock wall. Two doors (one with double sliding glass doors) and a window open onto
the porch. The north parapet wall is centered with an octagonal window. A side gabled pitched roof extends to
cover an inset porch. A large "tree trunk" column supports the roof over the porch, which has a doorway. A 10foot high stone wall extends east from the house to a small building, providing a privacy wall for the courtyard.
North of and on axis with the residence is an arch-topped stone gateway, part of the Contributing wall
system, with a large wooden gate into the compound. When the custodian's group was constructed in 19361937, there were "several buildings made of logs and caliche which [are] replicas of old Spanish stables"
(Houston Chronicle. September 4, 1937:8) built to serve as workshops and to house vehicles and other park
equipment. Over the years these have been replaced by three open sheds with cormgated metal roofs and a
concrete block building (all Noncontributing). Parts of the stone wall enclosing the earlier buildings remain.
The well-mapped Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) campsite northwest of the Memorial Auditorium
could possibly yield further information, although the area has been used for carnivals during the Goliad County
Fair for many years. E. H. "Smitty" Schmiedlin, a local avocational archeologist, visited the site in November
1997 and reported that "without subsurface testing, I was unable to ascertain any remains of the camp. It would
require shovel testing or backhoe excavation to determine if further testing would be necessary" (E. H.
Schmiedlin, personal communication). Subsequently the author discovered, at a location corresponding on
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maps to the west entrance of the CCC camp, a round seven-foot-diameter concrete foundation with a centered a
six-inch square hole, likely the CCC campflagpolebase. Further, in December 1997 an underground utility line
was constructed across the eastern part of the CCC campsite, yielding additional concrete fragments in the
excavated material.
THE MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
South of the city and county recreational facilities and 300 feet east of Highway 183 is the Memorial
Auditorium (Contributing). Ball Park Road (formerly Fort Street on the east), an asphalt lane with slight recent
realignment, runs along the north boundary of open land that hosted the 1935-41 CCC campsite, and defines the
northeast boundary of the Historic District. Completed in 1937, the Auditorium was a Texas Centennial project
built with state and federal funds. This parcel of 31.38 acres was originally within state-owned boundaries, but
was deeded back to the city and county in 1971 (House Bill 948, 62"'' Legislature) for a "recreational area"
(Goliad County Deed Records, Volume 245:212). In 1972, the tract was placed in the city limits of Goliad
(Goliad County Commissioner's Court Minutes, October 24, 1972).
The building has three elements: an auditorium space with a large stage, a lobby designed to serve as a
museum area, and a stadium (facing the arena) spanning the east elevation and projecting inside over the gallery
of the auditorium. The design of the Auditorium borrows numerous details from the Spanish Mission Style as
well as the Beaux-Arts movement of the early 20* century, with an overall presentation most closely aligned
with the Art Moderne style. In an effort to make the building compatible with Mission Espiritu Santo and the
chapel at Presidio La Bahia. architects Raiford Stripling and Samuel Vosper designed a flat roof, high octagonal
window openings, and sculptural embellishments that decorate the main entrance. Consulting engineer for the
auditorium was Willard Simpson of San Antonio, and H. J. Von Rosenberg of San Antonio was the general
contractor.
The Auditorium walls, whose surfaces reveal their wood-form textures, are constmcted of architectural
concrete molded in 1-inch by 6-inch square-edged lumber forms, each 9 feet long. The walls are 3 inches thick,
with ribs 24 inches on center, projecting 6 inches inside. Separated by pilasters, three cast panels enumerafing
important events in the religious, educational, and social history of the Goliad region decorate the parapet on the
west elevation of the main section of the building. Below each panel is a concrete bench with a decorative
cement tile seat. Five octagonal windows are above the panels. Inscribed above the windows and below the roof
cap are names of 13 individuals associated with Goliad's role in Texas' stmggle for independence: Magee,
Long. Austin, Collingsworth, Ben Milam. Houston, Ingram, Dimmit, Fannin, Barnard, Ward, Seiiora Alves
(sic), and Duval. Also on the west elevation is the main entrance capped by relief embellishments of the shield
of Goliad and medallions of a pioneer man and woman. The recessed door jambs are decorated with additional
cast stone square panels featuring relief heads (or persona, or masks) representing various races and peoples
who occupied the land around Goliad. The sculptures were modeled by Hugo Villa. Paneled double wooden
doors with upper panels of glass are embellished with brass medallions (or studs) similar to those found in
mission archeological excavations. Side panels are glazed ceramic tile and the window above the doors is
covered by a grill of carved wooden spindles.
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The north and south wings of the building are embellished below their roof caps with a horizontal
decorative band incised with cattle brands of early area ranches alternating with repetitive floral and six-pointed
star motifs. The south elevation is decorated with three low-relief medallions featuring religious, agricultural,
and educational themes. Three 21-paned metal casement windows have cast concrete dripstones above and cast
decorative lower spandrels. Three ticket windows also pierce this elevation. A cast flnial caps a lower portion of
the south elevation.
The interior gallery, 15 feet wide and 100 feet long, provides seating when the floor of the auditorium is
used for dances and indoor athletic events. Four supporting square columns for the gallery ceiling are capped
with Ionic capitals superimposed with longhorn cattle heads. The proscenium arch of the elevated stage on the
north end of the auditorium is decorated with bas-relief plaster details, including the flag of Goliad, agricultural
products of the area, a head of Texas longhorn. and shields of the six nations that have claimed the region. Side
panelsflankingthe stage opening are painted with repetitive geometric figures.
Tile floors in the lobby area, narrow plank oak floors, exterior and interior light fixtures, and an interior
wrought iron gate date to the period of construction. The wrought iron was manufactured by Voss Metal Works
in San Antonio. Third-generation owner of the company, Ted Voss, said that when Raiford Stripling was
designing a job, Voss would be specified in his plans. Voss says the company still has the original plans for the
auditoriumfixturesand gate.
The integral 1,200-seat exterior stadium spanning the east elevation is of reinforced concrete
constmction with wooden bench seating. The space underneath the stadium, which originally housed exhibits,
club rooms and dressing rooms, is now used for storage. The athletic field has been converted into a rodeo arena
with wooden and metal pipe pens and fences with an elevated announcer and judges' stand. Metal bleachers
(Noncontributing) constructed in 1980 provide event seating on the arena's east side, opposite the concrete
stadium seating. On the north elevation of the Auditorium, a corrugated metal shed with a low. curved roof
ser\ es as a concession stand during rodeo events.
Foundation traces of an earlier show bam used by the Goliad County Fair in the 1940s remain near this
area. No longer extant are buildings built by the South Texas Race Association in the 1960s [race track was
moved north of Goliad in 1969 (Henr>' Hausmann, personal communication)] when the quarter horse race track
paralleled Fort Street, now known as Ball Park Road. A group of metal-clad sheds (Noncontributing) dating
from the early 1980s stand just north of the Auditorium
THE STATE PARK MAIN ENTRY AND MISSION ESPIRITU SANTO
South of the Auditorium entrance and on the west side of US 183, the main entry to the state park. Park
Road 6, is marked by a two-part portal structure consisting of a low limestone wall and pylon on the north and a
stone espaduna (bell tower wall) on the south. The south portal component frames a carved wooden sign
reading "Goliad State Historical Park." The asphalt-paved, two-lane road leads west, paralleling the rock walls
of the mission compound on the north, passing aflat-roofedconcrete block caretaker's residence
(Noncontributing) on the south. On the north side is an Official State Historical Marker for Aranama College,
which occupied this site in the mid 1800s. In the middle of the road is aflat-roofedentrance kiosk
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(Noncontributing. and no longer in use), and on the south, a tree-shaded parking area.
The park headquarters (Noncontributing), aflat-roofed,stucco and stone building with covered archways
on its east and south elevafions, is on the north side of the road. Constmcted as the park museum in 1940-1941,
this building was remodeled as park headquarters in 1975 with a subsequent loss of historic integrity. A
recessed brick courtyard with flagpole is on the eastem exposure of the building, which now houses park
offices, admissions, information and reservation desk, and restrooms. A small museum room displays various
artifacts found at the mission site, plus an inlaid wood table and a bench both made by CCC workers. A mural
painted by Harold Everett "Bubi" Jessen, an Austin architect, hangs on the south wall of the museum room
(Photographs 19. 20 and 21; see Section 8).
A rock aggregate walk following the route of the ancient road (Revised Plan; 1937:7) leads north from
the brick courtyard to the entrance of the mission compound. The compound has not been subjected to intrusive
modern landscaping. Native trees, Anaqua, Mesquite, Elm, and Oak have been augmented by a few additional
trees planted by the park staff. Delineated by a decorative wrought-iron gate, with quatrefoil design, and stone
walls (Contributing) of varying heights (3 to 4 feet), the enclosed area measures 315 feet by 377 feet, and is
situated on roughly a north-south axis. Three Contributing buildings: the church, the granary, and the mission
school-workshop were reconstructed by the CCC Veterans Company 3822(V) between 1935 and 1941 (Steely,
1986:32) on original foundation lines.
According to the Revised Plan, the CCC-reconstmcted buildings share similarities:
All have walls built of "slightly surfaced local grey sandstone, laid in cement,
lime and mortar-a type of coursed masonry found in the existing walls of the
mission... the stone work was given a light coat of thin lime stucco...".
(Exception: the workshop-school building no longer has a stucco coating.)
r"The height of the walls is proportionate to their thickness and typical of
eighteenth century buildings in northem Mexico and Texas."
r"The ceiling height is also proportionate and typical."
The entrance to the compound isflankedon both sides by historical markers: on the west a cast
aluminum State Historical Survey Committee marker identifying Mission Espiritu Santo as a Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark in 1969. and on the east a granite marker erected in 1936 by the State of Texas. Native
ceniza bushes are planted in this area.
An exposed-aggregate concrete walk leads to the church, which is built on an east-west axis. When CCC
workers and the National Park Service began their reconstmction in 1935, no ruins remained visible, other than
the compound walls. The remaining walls had been incorporated into the recently assembled "chapel"
completed by the Civil Works Administration (CWA. see Section 8) in 1934. The master plan of 1937 states
that the archeological work, under the direction of NPS foreman Roland Beard, revealed that "the
foundations... were so broad that there could be no mistake as to the location of walls, doors, or buttresses." and
that "the form of the original stmcture was indisputably that of a church."' Lacking was a description of
architectural features, but at least eight archival documents revealed the types of buildings and materials used.
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The Mission Church
The simple west elevation of the church is pierced by the doorway, two rectangular windows, an oculus
over the pediment, and an additional round window under the single bell tower. This facade configuration is
strikingly similar, in mirror image, to that of California's 18"' century San Carlos Borromeo de Carmelo
(Mission Carmel). The 1930s reconstruction design for this entranceway also echoes that of twin-towered
Mission Purisima Concepcion de Acuiia in San Antonio, Texas. Arched paneled wood doors are set below an
architrave supported by pilasters with decorative capitals. Additional details in the tympanum over the doorway
include the Franciscan coat of arms and the Five Wounds of Christ, surrounded by the knotted cord of the
Franciscans. Centered above the architrave is a shell-shaped niche, framing a statue of the Blessed Virgin,
capped by a pediment infilled with a cross. All windows have decorative iron grillwork.
The curvilinear parapet above the entrance, following the line of the vaulted roof, is embellished with
merlons and surmounted with a cross. The octagonal bell tower rests on a rectangular base, and merlons
decorate its four comers. Pierced with four openings for the bell, the tower has an octagonal roof capped with a
smaller version of the belfry and a wrought-iron cross.
The south elevation of the church has three components west to east: the bell tower, the wall of the
church nave, and the sacristy, which abuts the church wall and extends to the south approximately 24 feet. A
single, grilled recessed rectangular window pierces the tower wall below the belfry. Two buttresses, four
canales (projecting drains near rooflines). two square grilled windows, and a paneled door are on the wall of the
church nave. Above the doorway is a dripstone and a recessed panel with a relief design of a cross, both in cast
stone.
The sacristy's parapet walls are capped with scalloped or Moorish merlon details similar to those on the
south elevation of Mission Concepcion in San Antonio. The sacristy's west elevation is pierced by an 8-paned
grilled recessed window capped by a dripstone (or hoodmold) with a molded surround and a spandrel below.
The south elevation is unadomed. while the east elevation has a recessed octagonal window, a canale. and a
grilled, paneled door with carved lentil. Adjoining the sacristy wall, the east elevation of the church has a
curvilinear roof edge (mirroring the west front), each corner terminating in a merlon. Canales are positioned on
the two comers of the wall.
Exposed stone quoins support the northeast comer of the church. Three recessed, grilled windows (two
square and one rectangular) and two doors pierce the north elevation. One door has a full metal grill; the other a
molded surround. Above the doorway is a rectangular panel with a relief image of a skull and crossbones. Park
Ranger Luis Casarez-Rueda recently interviewed a priest at the seminary in Queretero, Mexico, who offered two
possible interpretations of this panel's significance: 1) that the door was used for funeral processions, i.e., the
"door of death"; or 2) that the design emphasizes the brevity of life.
Three buttresses on the north elevation are not aligned with the buttresses on the south wall. The
Revised Plan states that the "exterior buttresses form an irregular rectangle," with no evidences of interior
pilasters. "This justifles the conclusion that the roof was of the barrel vault type except at the rear and over the
altar." The east elevation of the baptistry, joining the north wall of the church, is unadorned except for a
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capstone and a canale.
The interior of the church, approximately 100 feet long and 20 feet wide, has a 30-foot high barrel vault
ceiling of reinforced concrete, which shifts to a pendentive vault over the rear of the nave and the chancel,
allowing light to enter through two octagonal windows. Six barrel ribs have decorative trim at their bases, five
with relief cherub heads surrounded by stylized leaves. The sixth has a cross substituted for the cherub head. A
rope-and-knot detail connects the rib bases and continues around the chancel wall. Four high grilled square
windows supply additional light to the church nave. Two arched doorways pierce the interior walls of the nave
on the south and north walls. Over the main west doorway inside is a large recessed shell with three cherub
heads at its base. Two rooms open on either side of the entryway. A baptistry with a barrel vault ceiling is on the
north. On its west wall is a baptismal font embellished with high relief designs: stylized leaves, a bust of a
cherub, and a cross. The font's design was obviously influenced by the one at Mission Concepcion. Research
in 1997 revealed that the 1930s NPS architectural team made measured drawing of the original in San Antonio.
A Moorish niche centered with a cherub's head is over the font.
An exhibit case displaying fragments of painted plaster walls from Mission Rosario, and a wooden
stairway leading to the choir loft are in the room at the base of the bell tower. The stairway was relocated from
the south wall of the nave in 1975 when the interpretive staff from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
refurbished the interior of the church. TPWD interpretive furnishings planner Zane Morgan said that the original
placement of the stairway by the CCC in the 1930s did not conform to the location of choir loft stairways in
Spanish colonial churches. Usually, the stairway was in another room off the nave. Also in the bell tower room
is the cord for the bell with a sign that reads, "one ring per child, gently."
An unusual holy water stoup is in the comer between the east and south walls, and to the south of the
main entrance. A canopy and a recessed niche are above a melon-like ribbed basin, which is set into the wall.
Woodworking executed by the CCC included not only the choir loft stairway but also the canopied pulpit on the
south wall near the chancel; the loft and altar railings, carved square wood columns and a large beam supporting
the loft. A notched log serves as a ladder from a room off the choir loft to the belfry.
The railings have flat balusters with cut-out details. Four wooden chairs and three benches were also
produced in the carpenter shop by the CCC. Although archeological excavations revealed that the original floor
was caliche, clay floor tiles were fired nearby and installed by the CCC veterans for "permanence and other
imperafive reasons" (Revised Plan; 1937:9).
The barrel vault sacristy is adjacent to the sanctuary, connected by a square door opening in the south
wall of the chancel. A melon-shaped font is set in the east wall under a niche.
Additional furnishings in the church were added when the TPWD appropriated $180,000 for
impro\ ements at Goliad State Park in 1975. Armed with information from the 1783 inventory of Mission
Espiritu Santo, Zane Morgan and TPWD staff artist Sandy Heiser, plus Texas Historical Commission
archeologists John Clark and Dan Scurlock, traveled to Mexico and researched designs of Spanish colonial
churches. The paneled altar screen with religiousfiguresand paintings and free-standing altars on the north and
south walls rest on platforms built during the 1930s reconstruction. The three altars and the wooden Stations of
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the Cross were designed by Ms. Heiser and fabricated by the TPWD Interpretation and Exhibits staff in Austin.
Staff assisting Ms. Heiser included Dan Traverso, Don Neumann. Thomas Nickerson. John Vanacek, Peggy
Macio, Nola Montgomery-Davis, S. K. Florence, and Leroy Freeman. Dr. Earl Green was Director of
Interpretation and Exhibits, and Wilson Dolman served as historian and planner.
The 1970s additions include the carved holy water stoup from the state of Michoacan, Mexico, an
antique donated by a collector of religious artifacts. Copper basins in the stoup and in the baptismal font were
made in Guanajuato. Mexico, their designs based on Spanish colonial models. A wooden statue of Christ on a
pedestal is on the north wall. Both the design and colors used in the dado painting were influenced by the wall
fragments found during 1975 archeological excavations at Mission Rosario as seen in the display case (Nola
Montgomery-Davis, personal communication).
The Granary
When the Civil Works Administration began restoration of Mission Espiritu Santo in 1934, no
professional archeological investigations had been conducted. Using plans drawn by San Antonio architect
Atlee Ayres, the highest remaining walls were incorporated into a small "chapel" building that faced east.
Emmett Jackson, from Ayres' office, supervised its constmction. When the National Park Service archeologists
began their excavations in 1935. they discovered that the 18"' century foundation of this building extended
farther east. Archival inventories and the foundation measurements indicated that this was the granary during
the mission period. It was at this time that architect Raiford Stripling realized that architecture would have to be
secondary' to archeology in this project, and he said, "That's where I developed a real appreciation for
archeology" (McCullar, 1985:53). The Revised Plan also related that "the building that was clumsily restored
by the CWA should be modified so as to conform with more authentic restorations. It is imperative that the
present roof of red tile, which was never used in Texas, be replaced by a flat one." As a result, the arcade of the
granary was designed to obscure the CWA building. Visible above the flat roof of the east elevation of the
granary is the espadaiia (bell tower wall) capped with two merlons and a metal cross, and three octagonal
windows on the south elevation of Ayres' "chapel" reconstruction.
Six arches support the roof of the granary arcade on its south elevation. Three canales are positioned
near the roofline. Vigas and latillas (ceiling joists of peeled poles, supporting small round sticks laid in
herringbone pattern) are used for the ceiling in the arcade and the granary. Wood and dirt was laid on top and
"...a waterproof membrane roofing was placed between caliche slabs. Those on top were tempered with cement,
but the appearance of an adobe roof has been preserved." (Revised Plan, 1937: 9) Two copper light fixtures,
fabricated by the CCC, are on the east wall of the building.
The west end of the arcade has a doorway that leads to foundation ruins (Contributing as 1930s
stabilized and interpreted features) where fragments of original 18"' century tile floors can be found. Three
additional doorways are present in the arcade, two on the south elevation of the granary and one on the east,
which serves as the entrance. A small cannon on a wooden carriage is in the arcade. The park rangers
occasionally roll the cannon into the open area in front of the church and fire it with a mixture of gunpowder and
flour. Two wooden CCC-made benches are also in the covered arcade.
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The east elevation of the granary has two grilled recessed windows: one is rectangular and the other is
capped with a dripstone centered with a keystone. Three canales are near the roofline. On the northeast comer
of the building is a doorway with an empty niche above.
The west and north walls of the CWA building serve as the west and north elevations of the
reconstmcted granary. Exposed stone quoins support the northwest corner of the walls. An unusual Moorishshaped door opening with arched double doors, a rectangular recessed grilled window, and two canales are on
the north elevation. Exposed stone is left unplastered on this wall in two sections, giving rise to the assumption
that these were part of surviving ruins encountered by CWA workers in 1934. A lower-roofed stone "sacristy"
(also part of the standing ruins) projects from the north elevation. The arched stone treatment over two doors on
the "sacristy" presents further evidence that this part of the building dates to the Spanish colonial period. The
west elevation of the building stands adjacent to exposed foundation ruins. A small door and an octagonal
window pierce this wall, which has a curved roofline decorated with two merlons.
Presently used as a museum, the granary is entered through the park ranger station and retail shop where
a table made by the CCC is used to display items for sale. Another CCC table is in the museum. Exhibits in the
museum, produced by the TPWD's Interpretation and Exhibits staff in 1976-1977. cover pre-colonial. colonial,
and restoration periods of Mission Espiritu Santo. Photographs, maps, and texts document the National Park
Serv ice's and CCC's roles in the reconstruction period. George Nelson designed some of the present exhibits
and Cecil Boyd, exhibit designer, produced dioramas in lighted display boxes. Artifacts in exhibit cases and two
scenes with life-sized mannequins interpret the early mission period. One scene includes figures of a priest and a
child with a stone sundial, one of two found on the site. Another, a typical elevated stone bastion, hasflguresof
two Spanish soldiers with a cannon. Directly on the left of this exhibit is housed a small bronze cannon from the
Presidio La Bahia site. Its twin-dolphin details are similar to those of three bronze cannons found at the
excavaUon of the French explorer La Salle's ship La Belle in 1996-1997 in Matagorda Bay. Little is known
about this Goliad cannon, but Austin archeologist Curtis Tunnell is researching information on this artifact
(1997).
A doorway in the north wall of the granary opens into the small stone "sacristy." Parts of the walls are
exposed rock, and there is a niche in the south wall. An additional door opens from the east wall of the granary
into the area between the granary and the school-workshop building. A free-standing oven, built of adobe and
stone by CCC craftsmen, is near the west foundation ruins of the granary. It was sealed several years ago.
Mission School-Workshop
The exposed-stone mission school-workshop (Contributing) is a long, narrow building (16 feet by 154
feet) with three different components. The center section of the south elevation has 20-foot high parapet walls
spaced with five canales, and is capped with four merlons. Three double doors and four windows with wood
lentils pierce this section. A large headstone with the Franciscan coat of arms is centered above one of the doors.
The western section of the south elevation has a lower stone wall obscuring a pitched roof on the west elevation.
The wall on the west elevation is faced with vertical board and batten siding, which probably replaced a ""Jacal"
treatment (vertical wood poles in-filled with caliche and Spanish moss, strengthened with cement). The
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southwest comer of the building has outward projecting stone quoins. The eastem part of the south elevation has
a parapet wall with a buttress adjoining a pitched roof of cedar shingles. Exposed vigas project under the front
edge of the roof overhang. Vertical cedar posts cover the wall, which according to an old photograph was also of
jacal construction.
The north elevation, with five canales, has two double doors and seven windows. One of the most
elegant window treatments in the entire group of buildings appears on this infrequently-viewed elevation. An
eight-paned window is capped by a wide dripstone and is covered by a wrought-iron grill that extends outward
about 18 inches. The base of the grill rests on a stone sill that tapers downward into the wall. Two chimneys
pierce the roof near the north elevation. One. reinforced by a buttress, is topped by a barrel-shaped cap, and the
other is octagonal and is an extension of the north wall. It has an open brickwork cap.
The interior of the building is partitioned into three rooms. A weaving workshop is displayed in the
eastern wing. Included in the exhibit are a spinning wheel, looms, yarn, and information on natural dyes. An
iron grillwork is placed in front of the exhibit. The center room is fumished as the office of the mayordomo
(workshop supervisor), with a desk, chests, tools, and other artifacts. The comerfireplaceis built on the west
wall at the junction with the north wall. A wide mantle is over a 3-foot by 4-foot wide firebox opening, and the
hearth is raised off the floor by about 12 inches. An open grill covers the door to the exhibit. The room on the
west side of the building is designated as the school, but presently is not fumished. Thefireplacein the northeast
corner has a rounded hood, and is similar to the kiva types in New Mexico. Two hanging copper and glass light
fixtures remain from the CCC period.
A window in Mission Concepcion at San Antonio was the probable inspiration for the interior design of
two windows in the building. The weaving workshop and the mayordomo's office each have a recessed window
with a lower portion molded (shaped) into a step pattem on each side, a detail known as a banco interior de pie
de una Ventana, or simply banco interior. The ceiling in the three rooms isfinishedwith viga and latilla detail.
The roof support members in the weaving workshop are two pole beams and two carved Spanish tmsses that are
positioned on a north-south axis. The ceiling in the mayordomo office is supported by a single carved Spanish
tmss placed on an east-west axis.
The Revised Plan discusses construction methods and materials used for reconstruction of the mission
compound buildings.
r"Lintels over the doors and windows are typical-of cypress on the exterior and
splayed stone reinforced with concrete bead on the interior."
>
The interior forms of the windows were made similar to the interior windows of
the Mission Concepcion in San Antonio.
>
For practical purposes, glass and sash windows were put in. although it is not
certain that there was any glass at this particular mission. Glass was made,
however, at San Jose, a mission erected at the same period as Espiritu Santo.
>
For the purpose of illumination, concealed electric-light troughs were installed
above doors and are concealed over typical shelves supported by wood brackets
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projecting from the door jamb.
>
The hardware is all handmade and resembles some pieces that have been
discovered at the site.
The Mission Compound
The exposed ruins and foundations (Contributing as stabilized structures from the 1930s investigations
and interpretation) within the compound walls defined priests' quarters, a cistem or well, the convento, a
bastion, a forge, living quarters, a hearth, and an adobe-walled compound. Ruins and foundations of Indian
quarters are north of the compound wall near the north elevation of the mission school-workshop.
To the west of the mission school-workshop is a small garden plot, as would have been tended by the
priests. The mission compound is not always a static historic site. In addition to the participatory activities of
the cannon and the bell, special events are staged on the grounds during the year, including a mass to honor the
Virgin of Guadalupe (patron saint of Mexico) on December 12, performances of Handel's Messiah and
"Surprise Sundays." Such special-event Sundays include unannounced appearances of costumed re-enactors,
trade fairs featuring items of historic nature, demonstrations offlint-knapping,basketry, and com-grinding.
In 1997, Dr. Robert Ricklis. President of Coastal Archeological Studies. Inc.. of Corpus Christi, began
archeological work outside the compound walls at the two Goliad missions that included eight 1-meter test
exca\ ations at Mission Rosario and six 1-meter test sites at Mission Espiritu Santo (two outside the north wall
and four outside the west wall). The purpose of his investigations were:
rto obtain more detailed analysis of faunal material—cattle versus wild game and
smaller stock
to explore similarities and differences between native ceramics at Mission Rosario
and Mission Espiritu Santo
rto acquire a well provenienced catalogue of Native American artifacts from
middens outside the compound walls of both missions
His interim report to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department will be submitted early in 1998 and he plans
to return to both missions in mid 1998 for further work. The artifacts will become property of the Corpus Christi
Museum.
The Nature Trail

Double wrought-iron gates fabricated with the quatrefoil motif lead from the northwest comer of the
mission compound to the Aranama Trail. Named for one of the group of Indians who inhabited the mission, the
trail traverses through .3 mile of semi-tropical woodland.
A 1992 TPWD booklet identifies various species offlowers,bushes, vines, and trees that grow in this
subtropical woodland. The specimens along the trail are numbered with wooden markers that correspond to
numbered drawings in the pamphlet. Also along the trail, the brick kiln (Contributing), lime kiln (Contributing),
rock quarry (Contributing), and stone steps (Contributing) are visible CCC embellishments. An additional
Contributing stmcture is a below-ground housing for electrical equipment. This metal stmcture, six feet deep
and three feet wide, has a metal door secured with a bar on the top. The exact use of this electrical equipment is
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not known; however, the original and surviving picnic area (southwest of the trail) was illuminated by coinoperated lights. In addition, the master plan of 1937 shows that there would be a "1500-foot line mn from the
auditorium to fumish light for the Mission Museum and the latrine west of the compound:" and it was proposed
that all lines "should be run in underground conduit to keep them from interfering with the atmosphere that is
essential to a historic park."

The Picnic Area
The branch of the nature trail with stone steps leads to the 1930s picnic area. The rustic mission-style
latrine (Contributing) is the only CCC building built in that area. The latrine features stone parapet walls on its
north and south elevations, with a cedar shingle (originals have been replaced) roof in between. A brick chimney
capped with stone pierces the midpoint of the apex of the roof The upper two-thirds of the east and west
elevations are faced with vertical cedar posts to resemble jacal walls, and the lower walls are rock-faced. Shed
porches are on the north and south elevations and serve as entrances to the two restrooms. Both porches,
supported by large wooden poles, have four-foot-high rock walls with openings infilled with carved wood
spindle grillwork. The comers of the buildings near the roofline have carved stone details.
Recreational Facilities
When the park was developed in the 1930s, this area near the nature trails was proposed to be the only
outdoor recreational site. In 1997, more than three miles of paved Park Road 6 led from the park headquarters to
56 picnic sites, a trail along the San Antonio River banks, two recreational vehicle/trailer camping areas, and
primitive camp sites. The trailer camping area (Noncontributing) nearest the headquarters has four screened
concrete block shelters, a shower-restroom building, and 20 camping sites with electrical, sewer, and water
hook-ups. The road leading south from the mission compound provides access for picnic areas and a restroom
building, and continues east under the new US 183 bridge to an additional RV/trailer area with 24 spaces.
Ten primitive camping sites are in a wooded area near the river. A screened group shelter
(Noncontributing), built in 1975, is west of the camping spaces. The concrete block building, w ith a side-gabled
shingle roof, features rustic stone details on each comer. The interior has a stonefireplace,a large meeting room
with tables and benches, a commercial kitchen, restrooms, and showers.
The conference center and swimming pool complex (Noncontributing) is directly across from the main
park entrance. Built in 1979-1980 by TPWD within park boundaries, the City of Goliad covers liability and
hires pool staff during the summer season. A short lane leads from US 183 to the pool and asphalt parking area.
To the left of the pool entrance is a small building, the L. H. Von Dohlen Conference Center built by the San
Antonio River Authority as part of the complex. The west elevation of this concrete block building, housing the
pool dressing rooms, has a series of three arched openings infilled with iron grillwork. A 25-meter pool, smaller
baby pool, and maintenance shelter are enclosed by chain-link fencing.
COMMENTS ON PRESIDIO LA BAHIA AND THE BIRTHPLACE OF GENERAL IGNACIO ZARAGOZA
Immediately south of the San Antonio River bridge, reconstructed Presidio La Bahia (NHL 1967) and
birthplace of General Ignacio Zaragoza rise from high ground east of the highway. The presidio is owned by the
Catholic Diocese of Victoria, and the Zaragosa Birthplace is on present state park land managed by TPWD.
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.Although these two properties are not included in the nomination, because of their historical associadons, and
their commemorative reconstmctions inspired by 1930s work at Goliad State Park, they deserve contextual
inclusion in this descriptive section.
Built on the highest elevafion in the surrounding area (183 feet above sea level), the presidio, or fort, was
established on this San Antonio River site in 1749. Three previous sites of the fort and Mission Espiritu Santo
were downstream nearer the Gulf of Mexico. The town of La Bahia grew up around the fort and was the original
settlement later to be supplanted by the later town of Goliad. Once the second largest settlement in Spanish
Texas. La Bahia is now outside the city limits of Goliad, but is populated by a number of families.
At different periods in history, the presidio housed military troops of Spanish, Mexican, American
filibusterers. and Texans. During the 1835-36 Texas war of independence. Colonel James Walker Fannin and
approximately 330 of his men were defeated by the Mexicans at a battle northeast of this site near Coleto Creek,
and imprisoned in the presidio by the Mexicans for a week. They were massacred on March 27, 1836, by orders
of General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna.
Our Lady of Loreto Chapel, the oldest building in the compound, has been in continuous use for church
services since the mid-1700s, and was restored by the Knights of Columbus in 1932 (Goliad Advance-Guard.
May 26. 1932:2). The main or west facade has a single bell tower embellished with merlons and is capped by a
pyramidal roof and metal cross. The entranceway isflankedby pilasters that support an arched doorway
opening. An octagonal window above the door provides light for the choir loft.
Between 1963 and 1967 Mrs. Kathryn Stoner O'Connor of Victoria funded reconstruction of the
presidio, through work designed and supervised by 1930s Goliad architect Raiford Stripling. Roland Beard also
retumed as this project's archeologist. The chapel and other buildings that line the walls of the compound
include soldiers' and officers' quarters, kitchen, jail, and commandant's rooms, all built of native limestone.
Presently fumished as a bed and breakfast suite, a part of these quarters is available for rent on a nightly basis.
The Presidio is operated as a historic site and museum, administered by the Diocese of Victoria in Texas.
The Zaragoza house—reconstructed birthplace of Ignacio Seguin Zaragosa, Mexican general and
national hero of the May 5, 1862. Battle of Puebla—near the westem wall of the Presidio compound, is now
officially the Zaragosa Birthplace State Historical Park, administered by TPWD as part of Goliad State
Historical Park. The foundation ruins of the house are indicated on a 1939 aerial photograph and on the 1938
Goliad State Park Master Plan. In 1941 the president of the local Sociedad Mutalista, the Cuatemoc Society,
Don Carlos Reyes, asked a south Texas historian. Will Neyland, to research the whereabouts of the birthplace of
General Zaragoza. While visiting Mexico City, Neyland found an inscription on a monument identifying Goliad
as the General's birthplace. According to Judge Emilio Vargas, this exact site in La Bahia was not definitely
identified as that of the Zaragoza family's dwelling until around 1944. That year Mrs. Eliza Garza, a 96-year
old resident of the town of La Bahia, attended a meeting of the all-male Cuatemoc Society (later changed to
Zaragoza Society) and informed the members that she could direct them to the mins. The group of men walked
from their meeting place, the Los Perez Dance Hall (across US 183 from the Presidio), following her through
the weeds and prickly pear cactus. She indicated where the dwelling had stood and told them that it had been an
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L-plan house. After the weeds were cleared, the foundation of the L-plan house was apparent. The Zaragoza
Society wanted a monument built on the site, but there were title problems with the land. Approximately two
acres were condemned by the County of Goliad and deeded to the State Parks Board on May 24, 1961 (House
Bill Number 596. enacted by the legislature. Chapter 276, p. 1437). An additional parcel of several lots was
purchased by the State of Texas in 1979 (Goliad County Deed Records, Volume 303:706).
The reconstructed house also was designed by Raiford Stripling, for TPWD who sponsored the project in
1975. The plastered stone dwelling has a flat roof over two rooms, which are on the north-south axis, and a
smaller western w ing with a shingled shed roof. A chimney is an extension of the north wall. Details include
wood double doors on the east elevation, canales. and five wood grilled windows. The interior has three rooms
with riga and latilla ceilings and rock floors. The two larger rooms serve as a museum, and house a bronze bust
of Zaragoza given to the City of Goliad by the Mexican govemment, interpretive exhibits, and two chairs and a
table built by for placement elsewhere by the CCC. The smaller room with a raised hearth on the north wall is
used for a storage area.
The site also includes a stone wall and earthen amphitheater at the prominent comer of US 183 and Loop
71 East, and a larger-than-life statue of Zaragoza given to the people of Goliad by the people of Mexico.
THE FANNIN BURIAL MONUMENT
The monument (Contributing) marking the burial site of James Walker Fannin's men is southeast of the
Presidio and Zaragoza's birthplace, reached from Highway 183 via Loop 71 East (Contributing). This access
spur creates an axis perpendicular to the US highway, originally envisioned as a formal allee traveling east for .2
mile to the monument.
After the Goliad massacre of March 1836 and the Mexican defeat in April at San Jacinto, General
Thomas J. Rusk and his troops occupied this area and buried the bodies of Fannin's men. The site was identified
on an 1857 map drawn by Dr. J. H. Barnard (a survivor of the massacre), again in 1929 by a La Bahia resident,
and others. Land was acquired by the Commissioners' Court for Goliad County in 1928, but Goliad County
Deed Records do not reflect this purchase. Conclusive proof of the grave's location came with the discovery of
"charred human bones" in the 1930s excavafion for the monument's foundation.
Completed in 1939, the Memorial was built with $25,000 in federal funds allocated by the Commission
of Control for Texas Centennial Celebrations (hereinafter Centennial Commission). Inscriptions following the
list of names read "Erected by the State of Texas and W. O. B. Gillaspie," the latter a descendant of one of the
massacred soldiers. Captain James Gillaspie.
Situated on a cleared grassy area just south of La Bahia Cemetery, the site is interpreted by an Official
Texas Historical Marker erected in 1968. Aflagpoleon the north flies the flag of the United States; one on the
south flies both the Texas flag and the Goliad flag (red sword and a bloody red arm on a white field). Each
flagpole isflankedby a large iron cannon mounted on a concrete base. These two cannons are believed to be
those buried by Fannin's troops before their retreat in 1836. In 1936, they were discovered by a group of
treasure hunters searching for gold, and are nominated as commemorative objects related to the 1939 monument
ensemble.
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The pink Marble Falls-granite structure was carved at Llano and was the largest granite monument
funded by the Centennial Commission. The base measures 42 feet by 52 feet, and the twin shafts are 35 feet
high. It was designed by architect Donald Nelson of Austin. The sculptor was Raoul Josset of New York and
Chicago, and the carver was Ugo Lavaggi. The Report of the Commission of Control for the Texas Centennial
Celebrations prints the inscribed list of Fannin's 330 men. compiled by historian Harbert Davenport, and
describes the monument:
The memorial is erected on a continuous ring foundation circling the
common grave. Cylindrical reinforced concrete piers support the upper monolithic
offset slab. An approach of granite steps and cheeks lead to a fifty-two foot
platform in front of the capping. The grave slabs are elevated above a
commemorative inscription sand blasted in the granite. At the back and ends of
the grave slabs are four monoliths forming a niche upon which are carved the
names of the heroes. At the center, behind the grave slabs, are two monolithic
shafts which rise to a height of thirty feet above the approach. These two shafts
support the monolithic block of granite upon which is carved the bas-relief
symbolic of Texas honoring her heroes.
ROAD CIRCULATION NETWORK (PARK ROAD 6 AND LOOP 71 EAST)
Two additional roads contribute to the circulation network in the historic district as Contributing
structures: Park Road 6, and Loop 71 between US 183 and the Fannin Monument. Park Road 6 begins at the
Goliad State Historical Park entrance and presently winds through the park more than three miles, providing
scenic vistas of woodlands, thickets, cleared areas, and the river. In addition, it serves as the link between the
historic resources, the mission, and other park facilifies. Evidenced by the Revised Plan map of 1937. a part of
the road was built during the reconstruction of the mission and extended for .3 mile. A segment of the road
passing through the floodplain was built on a levee, and in 1949 the road was extended under US 183 into the
park's east acreage along the San Antonio River.
The northem entrance to Loop 71 East (a part not in the historic district boundary) is 700 feet south of
the San Antonio River bridge. The road travels east, circling around the compound of Presidio La Bahia and
travels south to the burial site of Fannin's men (Contributing), continuing west as a formal allee (Contributing
part constructed about 1935) to rejoin US 183.
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Property Inventory

Resource
Number

Contributing/
Noncontributing

Resource Type

Construction Date

1 US Highway 183 south across Sparrow Creek
through former railroad underpass to
Custodian's Complex entrance, including stone
pylons and walls, and railroad overpass
abutments

Contributing

Structure

1934-37

2 US Highway 183 bridge over San Antonio River
including relief structure over Park Road 6

Noncontributing

Structure

2000

3 Custodian's residence

Contributing

Building

1935-1936

4 Metal sheds and concrete-block workshop
(group)

Noncontributing

Building

(1969 concrete
worl<stiop)

5 Stone walls around custodian's maintenance
area and residence, including stone gate entry

Contributing

Structure

1935-1936

6 CCC campsite

Contributing

Site

1935-1941

7 Memorial Auditorium and arena

Contributing

Building

1937

8 Metal shed group

Noncontributing

Building

1980-1984

9 Metal bleachers

Noncontributing

Structure

1980

10 Conference center and swimming pool complex
(group)

Noncontributing

Structure

1979-1980

11 Park Road 6

Contributing

Structure

1937, 1949, 1975

12 Stone entrance sign with stone walls

Noncontributing

Structure

1975

13 Entry kiosk

Noncontributing

Building

1971

Name
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Resource
Number

Contributing/
Noncontributing

Resource Type

Construction Date

14 Park headquarters (former Museum)

Noncontributing

Building

1940, 1972

15 Park Residence

Noncontributing

Building

1958

16 Stone mission-compound walls
and wrought-iron gates

Contributing

Structure

1935- 1939

17 Mission Church

Contributing

Building

1937

18 Granary

Contributing

Building

1938

19 School-workshop

Contributing

Building

1936- 1937

20 Oven

Contributing

Structure

1935-1939

21 Stone ruins in Mission Compound, as
excavated, stabilized and interpreted (group)

Contributing

Structure

1935

22 Modern picnic tables (group)

Noncontributing

Object

1972

23 Nature trail, including steps and features (partial) Contributing

Site

1935-1939

24 Quarry

Contributing

Site

1935-1939

25 Kiln

Contributing

Structure

1935-1939

26 Underground utility housing

Contributing

Structure

1935-1939

27 Restroom (CCC)

Contributing

Building

1935-1939

28 Screened Shelters (group)

Noncontributing

Building

1969

29 Group shelter

Noncontributing

Building

1975

Name
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Resource
Number

Contributing/
Noncontributing

Resource Type

Construction Date

30 Restroom (modern)

Noncontributing

Building

1972

31 Restroom (modern)

Noncontributing

Building

1972

32 Loop 71 East (southmost part of road)

Contributing

Structure

1938

33 Fannin Burial Monument

Contributing

Object

1938

34 Cannons and Flagpoles (commemorative group)

Contributing

Object

1938

Name
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA
_x_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD
PATTERNS OF O U R HISTORY.

_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.
_x_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS T H E W O R K OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E , OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.
D

PROPERTY HAS Y I E L D E D , OR IS L I K E L Y T O Y I E L D , I N F O R M A T I O N I M P O R T A N T I N PREHISTORY OR HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS:
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE:
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE:
SIGNIFICANT DATES:
SIGNIFICANT PERSON:
CULTURAL AFFILIATION:
ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

E. (Reconstructed buildings: Mission Espiritu Santo complex)
F. (Commemorative structure: Fannin Monument)
ARCHITECTURE; E N T E R T A I N M E N T / R E C R E A T I O N
I93I-I949
1931; 1933-1934; 1935-1941, 1949

N/A
N/A
Atlee Bernard Ayres; Samuel Charles Phelps Vosper; Raiford Stripling/
Civil Works Administration; Civilian Conservation Corps

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(see condnuation sheets 8-25 through 8-57).

9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C REFERENCES
BIBLIOGRAPHY (see condnuation sheet 9-58).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS):

_ preliminan,' determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
X previously listed in the National Register
•

Nuestra Senora del Espiritu Santo de Zuniga (Espiritu Santo Mission) (NR 1977)

_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
X designated a National Historic Landmark
•

Presidio Nuestra Senora de Loreto de la Bahia (NHL 1967)

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
(Texas Historical Commission)
X State historic preservation office
(Texas Parks & Wildlife Department)
X Other state agency
(National Archives, College Park, Maryland)
X Federal agency
(Goliad Public Library)
X Local govemment

_ University
_ Other - Specify Repositor>':
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Goliad State Park, initiated in 1931 upon land donated to the state by Goliad city and county,
ultimately hosted one of the premier New Deal commemorative developments for the 1936 Texas
Centennial of independence from Mexico. With brilliant and persistent initiative, Goliad County Judge
James Arthur White arranged between 1931 and 1941 this district's land acquisition and donation, highway
construction and embellishments, Auditorium erection, Fannin Monument placement, Spanish mission
reconstruction, and establishment of a surrounding recreation park. Assisted by an outstanding group of
archeologists, architects, engineers and other specialists, the National Park Service (NPS) directed Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) labor between 1935 and 1941 during most of the park's development. Other
New Deal federal bureaus and state agencies contributed to Goliad State Park's 10-year evolution and
operation through 1949. Recent additions to the state park and proximity to reconstructed Presidio La Bahia
National Historic Landmark (1967) continued the interpretive themes here of Spanish settlement, and
cultural transition through immigration and revolution to the modern State of Texas. The resulting Historic
District is eligible for listing in the National Register at a State level of significance— as both a premier
example of CCC state park development, and one of a handful of major commemorative projects for the
1936 Centennial— under Criterion A in the area of Entertainment/Recreation and Criterion C in the area of
Architecture.
The unusual nature of this Historic District's reconstruction and commemorative properties meet the
application of Criteria Consideration E, for the reconstructed Mission Espiritu Santo (NR 1977 as an
archeological site), and Criteria Consideration F for the substantial Fannin Monument commemorative
structure ( N H L 1967 for its funerary association with the 1836 events at and near Presidio La Bahia).

History of Mission Espfritu
The reconstructed Mission Espiritu Santo, largest Contributing resource in Goliad State Park Historic
District, had its beginnings in what is now present-day Goliad County, in the mid 1700s. Spanish settlement
along the San Antonio River in the area began in 1749. when Mission Espiritu Santo de Zuniga (known later for
many years as Aranama Mission, for its Native American inhabitants) and Presidio La Bahia relocated here
from previous sites downstream nearer the Texas coast. Imperative to understanding geography and histor>'
associated with this area is the relationship between this mission and the presidio: Mission Espiritu Santo is
north of the San Antonio River, and Presidio La Bahia is a several hundred feet south of the river.
A second mission. Mission Nuestra Senora de Rosario de los Cujanes (NR 1972) was established four
miles west of Mission Espiritu Santo in 1754. In addition to providing agricultural, vocational, and religious
training for Native Americans, both missions developed large cattle ranches with herds numbering 30.000 to
40.000 head. Lands of Mission Espiritu Santo were bordered by the Guadalupe and San Antonio rivers.
Mission Espiritu Santo was described in anl786 report:
The residence of the minister and the offices, the church and adjoining sacristy.
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were all large buildings of stone and mortar, with wooden roofs. The Indian huts
were of stone and some had flat roofs of beams and adobe while others had roofs
of grass or straw. (Rasom Informe. 1786)
Chronolog>' of Land Ownership and Occupation
Secularization and distribution of mission property among the Native Americans of the Texas missions
was decreed in 1794, but the process at Mission Espiritu Santo, and nearby Mission Refiigio, was delayed for
almost 30 years. Mission Rosario's Native American inhabitants had been resettled at Mission Refugio when
the former was abandoned in 1808. The Ayuntamiento (town council) and the Chaplain at La Bahia petitioned
on several occasions to the Govemor of the territory requesting for the "distribution of its [Espiritu Santo's] rich
lands to residents who had none" (Casteiiada. 1938:Vol. 7, 318). In 1822. the town council of La Bahia wrote
the legislature of Coahuila and Texas concerning the mission church:
Its church is in ruins and so is the wall that surrounds it.... All the wood in its
structure has rotted and split and the walls are cmmbling. (Petition of the
ayuntamiento of La Bahia, 1822)
According to 1930s Nadonal Park Service historian David Rodnick. "Espiritu Santo mission was almost
completely ruined" in 1812 during three months of fighting between 4,000 Mexican troops and the followers of
Bernardo Guitierrez de Lara and Augustus Magee who had captured Presidio La Bahia (Rodnick. 1934-1938:3).
On February 8. 1830. Mission Espiritu Santo finally was secularized and all of its property tumed over
to the Ayuntamiento of La Bahia. Unlike missions in San Antonio, the land was not divided among the
remaining Native Americans. The former-mission priest. Father Diaz de Leon took some of the families
"...about ten miles down the river to a place called El Oso (the Bear) where he taught them to farm in common
and shared all their labors." Some of the natives ran away, and others became servants of families at La Bahia
(Ramsdell. c. 1935:16).
The final mission inventory of 1830 stated that there were . .six rooms of stone, almost all entirely
fallen down, which the Father Minister used for a dwelling and without doors..." (Spanish Archives, Vol. 50).
On March 18. 1836, the ruins of Mission Espiritu Santo were the site of a skirmish between Col. James Walker
Fannin's troops, who had occupied the Presidio on February 12, and Mexican army units. On March 19 the
Texans were defeated at the Battle of Coleto, east of present day Goliad, and returned as prisoners to the
fortified Presidio.
After the Revolution, Anglo citizens moved the settlement of Goliad (La Bahia had been authorized in
1829 to be called Goliad, an anagram of the sumame of Father Hidalgo, hero of the Mexico's struggle for
independence from Spain) across the river and north of the Mission Espiritu Santo mins. The Republic of Texas
appro\ ed a four-league grant to the town, the land was surveyed and divided into town and farm lots, and sales
of tow n lots began in 1841. In 1846. 20 acres around the ruins of Mission Espiritu Santo were reserved by the
town for "educational use" or "for county buildings." As cited by Julie Strong in 1997, a succession of Anglo
owners acquired lands adjacent to the mission site for agricultural endeavors beginning in the mid-1800s.
Samuel Kenney purchased the southern part of Farm Lot 34 and Farm Lots 35 and 36 in 1846 (Vol. K:356-357;
Strong. 1997:7).
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In 1872. Daniel Claiborne bought the 20 acres (northem part of Farm Lot 34) occupied by two different
educational institutions between 1849 and 1862 and the adjoining Farm Lot 33. This property was auctioned for
bad debts and purchased by Kate Claiborne who sold it back to Daniel Claibome in 1880 (Vol. 0:235). In
February of 1881. Daniel Claibome acquired the property originally owned by Kenney, the southem part of
Fann Lot 34, and Farm Lots 35 and 36 from John W. Kenney (Vol. 0:387-388). In April of 1881, Claibome
sold one-half interest of lots 34, 35, 36 and part of lot 12 to Joseph Taylor (Vol 0:388). Taylor deeded this
interest back to Claiborne in January of 1883 (Vol. P:426).
At Claibome's death, the land passed to his heirs and was purchased in 1887 by Thomas Powell
McCampbell who also owned contiguous property: portions of Farm Lots 10, 11. and 12. A former shareholder
in the Pennisula Company that owned 20.000 acres of land. McCampbell also owned a 40.000 acre ranch in
.Aransas and San Patricio counties (Freeman. 1991:6). When he died, his vast land holdings were inherited by
his w ife. Mary, who died in 1920. At her death, the McCampbell estate was divided among the heirs, and her
daughter, Mrs. H. L. (Elizabeth) Murray, received title to the 230+ acres that included Mission Espiritu Santo
(Vol. 48:360). Murray and her husband sold 230.5 acres to the city and county of Goliad in 1931 (Vol. E:449).
The city and county deeded 207 acres to the State of Texas in 1932 (Vol. 68:611) retaining 22.7 acres (Strong.
1997:19, 26-32).
Educational Institutions
The use of the 20 acres around the mission by two separate educational institutions began in 1849 when
J. R. Ilillyer. a Baptist minister, conducted a school in the old mission buildings refurbished by the city of
Goliad.
United States Boundary Commissioner J. R. Bartlett traveled through Goliad in 1850, and later wrote
that Mission Espiritu Santo was in use as a dwelling by a "gentleman from New York, who lives in a style of
elegance that we are quite unprepared to meet with in Westem Texas." He describes a building with restored
walls, openings for windows and a modern roof that "...had been changed into a comfortable dwelling"
(Bartlett. 1854:31). Strong speculates that Bartlett could have been referring to Hillyer, as he and his family
were in residence there until 1852 (Strong. 1997:21).
In 1852. the Presbytery of Western Texas made an agreement with the Common Council for the 20 acres
around the Mission and opened Aranama College in the buildings. By 1862, there were 40 male pupils, but at
outbreak of the Civil War the school closed when all its students joined the Confederate forces. During the war,
the buildings were occupied by both Confederate and Federal troops.
After the Civil War. tmstees of Aranama College made an agreement with the Common Council of
Goliad to open a high school in the buildings, but they defaulted in this endeavor and the property reverted back
to the Common Council. In February 1871 the Common Council then conditionally donated the land and
buildings to the State of Texas provided that a penitentiary would be built. Later, in August of 1871, there was
an attempt to lease the building to the state for a free school, but this effort also failed.
When Judge Daniel Claibome purchased the property in 1872, it was described thus:
That the college building measured outside, is 66 feet in length and 42 feet
in width and three stories high; a hall through the building 12 feet wide, mnning
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through each story lengthwise, and thirty rooms, in the building.
The building is of stone, within a few yards stands the Old Mission
building two stories high 30 by 36 feet, wall three feet thick, solid rock and stone
wall around the building five feet high and two feet thick. 370 feet long and 200
feet wide. (Perrin, 1933:41-53)
In 1942 R. E. Bud Robertson, a rancher from San Antonio, visited Goliad State Park. In an interview for
the Goliad Advance-Guard. he said that he and his family had lived in the former mission buildings from 1876
to 1879. His father, a physician, practiced medicine and also farmed the fields in the river bottom to the south
and east of the mission. He recalled the old mission buildings and the old dormitory, which housed Aranama
College students. His family lived in the building now known as the granary. Robertson recounted a typical
"buried treasure" tale about Mission Espiritu Santo: when stone was being hauled away for construction of the
county jail, he was present when "a large kettle filled with Spanish coins was unearthed by a workman in the
bastion in the southwest corner of the patio." He remembered that "most of the money was stolen by a dishonest
workman who contrived to escape with the loot...." (Goliad Advance-Guard, February 4, 1942:3).
A frame building (this could have been the dormitory although the text above describes it as stone) was
blown down in the storm of 1886. while the stone "granary" building was damaged then and again in 1902 by a
cyclone. In June 1932. Judge White described the ruins used as a residence about 20 years before: "Of the
mission [sic] building, there is standing a section of a two story wall and several sections of a one-story wall
together w ith the foundations of the entire building." He further added that foundations survived from three
other buildings. In 1933, White related to A. T. Jackson that the mins had been "used as a storage place for hay"
and "that it [the granary] was almost dismantled for its stones" (Jackson, 1933:89). The standing ruins in the
compound are shown in a 1930s brochure. The Aranama College dormitory ruins, northeast of the compound
walls, were still identifiable in 1937; but. in 1997, there were no visible remains.
Judge James Arthur White
For the purpose of this nomination, the Period of Significance is 1931-1949 when, through efforts of
Goliad County Judge James Arthur White, lands in the nominated Historic District were acquired and developed
as a state park. Full management by the state was achieved in 1949 when the local park commission was
abolished and the State Parks Board took over operation and maintenance of the facilities. Through Judge
White's vision and influence. Mission Espiritu Santo was reconstructed; the Memorial Auditorium was
constructed; the monument at the burial site of Colonel Fannin and his men was erected; and the highway
(present US 183) was built connecting the above-mentioned sites and others of historical significance that
adjoin the boundaries of the district.
A Mississippi native, J. A. White came to Goliad after graduating from the University of Mississippi
Law School, to visit his brother. Baptist minister Rev. Thomas White. In 1903 J. A. White married Ruth Pettus,
member of a pioneer Goliad family, served as county clerk for several years, then for eight years (1912-1920)
was postmaster of Goliad, a federal political appointment.
In 1905, White established a weekly newspaper. The Goliad Advance, and later bought the town's other
newspaper. The Guard. His newspaper became The Goliad Advance-Guard in 1917. After 15 years as editor
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and printer, he sold the newspaper in 1920. In 1924 he was elected Goliad County Judge, a post he held until
1948. Appointed in 1931 by Texas Governor Ross Shaw Sterling as a member of the local Goliad State Park
Commission, following acceptance by the legislature of the donated parkland. White continued to hold that
position for many years. He possessed a fervent interest in Texas history, especially the history of Goliad, and
his position as county judge provided him w ith a platform from which to pursue his goal for restoration and
recognition of Goliad's historical sites. Relentless in his vision, he led the community in requesting assistance
from state and federal agencies, and wrote hundreds of letters lobbying for funds to build a highway, establish a
state park, and finally, to build appropriate memorials during the Texas Centennial. His daughter and invaluable
source for much information in this study, Beth White, recently remembered, "If Poppa would have thought it
would have done any good, he would have written the Queen of England." She also added that he typed all of
his own letters using the "hunt and peck" method with two fingers.
In 1997, the White family fortunately donated Judge White's collection of letters, photographs,
newspapers, newspaper articles, and memorabilia to the Goliad County Library. Included in the papers are
newspapers dating from 1781 to 1800, 1936 Texas newspapers with articles on Texas history and Centennial
celebrations, US newspapers featuring articles on Texas history dating from 1871. World War I posters, militar}'
newspapers and memorabilia from World War II. and microfilm copies of Goliad newspapers, 1873-1998.
Legislation to Establish the Park
Between 1883 and 1916 the Texas Legislature acquired or accepted a handful of historic sites associated
w ith the Texas Revolution and Republic periods for preservation as state parks. In 1919 most of these lands—
Fannin. Gonzales, King's (at Refugio), San Jacinto and Washington state parks—and their govemor-appointed
local park commissions were assigned to the new State Board of Control for nominal oversight. In 1923 a
national movement to develop state park systems coincided with Texas Govemor Pat Morris Neff s promofion
of recreation parks, and the legislature's creation that year of the State Parks Board (SPB). Governor Neff also
forecast a statewide celebration for the centennial of Texas independence from Mexico with his appointment in
1924 of a committee to plan events for the anniversary 12 years hence. Meanwhile Neff-appointed SPB
chairman David Edward Colp worked with state officials from 1923 through his death in 1936 to obtain
financial support for the parks system, but before 1933 he met with little success (Hart and Taylor, 1992:14).
During this period, administration of the state "historical" parks remained independent of the new "recreational"
park system efforts.
The concept of a historical state park for Goliad was originated by Judge White. As early as 1928 he
sent Ross Sterling, then chairman of the State Highway Commission, a plan for a state park that would
"embrace Aranama and La Bahia Missions" (Presidio La Bahia was popularly believed in the 1920s also to have
been a mission). White also asked for Sterling's support for the constmction of a major southerly highway
through the proposed park. White's suggested route of the state road at this time was for it to travel from Austin
to Corpus Christi, including "four cardinal points in early Texas history: Gonzales, Goliad, Refugio, and Old
San Patricio."
Judge White concluded one of his letters to Sterling. " I feel no man in the state is interested more in this
park proposition than yourself" Sterling wrote to White promising to take the plan with him so he (Sterling)
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would have it when White appeared for its approval before the highway commission. Chairman Sterling called
White's plan "a very necessary project and one the whole State of Texas will concur in." Later in 1929, White
wrote to Sterling expressing the difficulty in securing options on land for the park because of oil drilling activity
in the area. Sterling replied, "You can do nothing but wait till the owners are satisfied they have or have not an
oilfield." The stock market crash that October ironically aided White's cause, first by diminishing capital for
such ventures as oil exploration, thus lowering the price of land around Goliad. By December 1929 White
informed Sterling that the City and County of Goliad had secured a 90-day option on the desired property.
In January 1930 Judge White wrote Houston Chronicle editor W. O. Huggins, a former legislator and
husband of a Goliad native, enlisdng his support for the project, stating " . . . i f the Centennial CelebraUon is to be
revived. I think it would be opportune now that we secure this park..." On January 23, 1930. Judge White
w rote an editorial in the Goliad Advance-Guard, stressing need for citizens of Goliad to support the idea of a
state park and a highway that would have a railroad overpass and a bridge over the San Antonio River. He
stressed that the city had sufficient acres of land for a municipal park, fair grounds, athletic field, and airport.
He also discussed the Texas Centennial observances planned for staging at the Alamo, San Jacinto, and Goliad
(Goliad Advance-Guard, January 23, 1940:1).
Judge White and county commissioners B. P. Patton and Henry Lott. Goliad Mayor Joseph Wearden,
Levi Baker, and City Engineer Schultz soon traveled to Austin to confer with state highway officials, who
promised designation of a route going south from State Highway 12 (now east-west US Highway 59) in Goliad
to the town of La Bahia, through the proposed state park. Again the growing national economic crisis benefited
White's plans as the federal government channeled ever increasing highway funds to the states for
unemployment relief The Goliad Advance-Guard ran a banner headline on Febmary 27, 1930, announcing
"State Park for Goliad Assured: Highway Commission Designates New Road Conditional on a Gift of 200
Acres to State." Indeed the designation was conditional: the County and City of Goliad needed to purchase the
land that had been the site of "Aranama Mission" and tum it over to the State.
City and County officials had earlier secured option from the owner, San Antonian Mrs. H. L.
(Elizabeth) Murray, for the land known as "the McCampbell property." The delegation returned from their
highway commission success in Austin by way of San Antonio and renewed their option, which was to expire
on February 28, for 30 days. On April 1, 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Murray signed the deed, and for 230.5 acres (the
property, originally believed to comprise 205.4 acres, soon was resurveyed and found to be larger) received
$11.525 from the City of Goliad and Goliad County (Goliad County Deed Records: Vol. 66:460). On April 4,
207 acres were granted to the State pending acceptance in the 1931 legislative session, while the City and
County retaining 23.5 acres (Goliad County Deed Records, Vol. 68:614).
Judge White again began his lobbying efforts to assure that the state govemment would pass legislation
to accept the land and establish the park. At this point, locals discussed whether the park should be a state or
federally managed preserve. Indeed the area's Congressman Joseph Jefferson Mansfield and US Senator Morris
Shepherd were quoted in the Goliad Advance-Guard "that they would be glad to have the [federal] govemment
take it over." In more sober language the same officials cautioned that the federal govemment "... was in a
better position to make an attractive place of the site, but may feel that such a procedure is too remote and quick
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action is desired...." The article concluded that "...later on the government might be induced to accept the
site..." (Goliad Advance-Guard, n.d.). An editorial from the Victoria Advocate was reprinted in the January 22,
1931. Goliad Advance-Guard stating that it was ".. .a grave mistake to let the state[,] with the parsimony it
generally displays in such enterprises, instead of the national government that has spared no expense in similar
projects, establish the park."
The same editorial also discussed the "provision for the sale of La Bahia mission [as the Presidio was
known at that time] by the Catholic Church to the state." Throughout the ensuing years. Judge White made
numerous overtures, all rebuffed, to the Church leadership hoping that some arrangement could be made to
include Presidio La Bahia in the park development project.
In preparation for the legislative session and using his legal background. Judge White wrote a draft of
the proposed bill for Goliad State Park, patterned after the bills creating San Jacinto (probably 1907) and
Gonzales (1913) state parks. White surely understood that the state's traditional "parsimony" would be coupled
with far greater economic limitations as the legislature faced severe tax revenue losses from the mounting
depression. He optimistically forwarded his draft to State Senator J. W. Stephenson of Victoria and
Representative Frank Martin, stating that a provision conceming additional land in La Bahia might give Goliad
County time to "...clear up title to a number of lots" (White, January 21, 1931).
In the midst of this work. Judge White received a letter from Mrs. Kathryn Stoner O'Connor of Victoria,
reminding him that the name "Aranama Mission," applied for many years to the Native American tribe for
whom the Spanish established the mission, was a misnomer. "This [name] greatly distresses me," O'Conner
wrote, "for as you know, that is not, and never was, the name of a mission in Texas." She further chided him,
sa\ ing, "For the past few years I have been collecting material for a history of this mission, and at last have
gotten a comprehensive account of Espiritu Santo from its beginning in 1721 to hs secularization. So I am very
sure of my statements in regard to its name and location." She wanted White to amend the use of the name
"Aranama Mission" in the legislative bill creaUng Goliad State Park.
Despite a difficult legislative session that reluctantly faced a depressed economy, on March 19, 1931,
White's bill accepting the 207 acres for the park passed the Texas Senate through Stephenson's sponsorship.
Likew ise through Martin's concurrence the Goliad State Park bill also passed the House of Representatives.
Their bill contained amendments with two provisions: 1) the state could acquire without cost part of the old
town site of La Bahia (south of the San Antonio River), and 2) the United States government could erect a
monument, building, or other memorial upon these lands. The bill further provided that administration of the
park w ould be under a Goliad State Park Commission of three citizens, and the state would be obligated to
beautify the park, but only through a budget of $1,000 each year for two fiscal years. In addition, the State
Highway Commission would designate the highway through the park if the bill became law by signature of
Governor Sterling.
Judge White, expecting to be appointed to the new Goliad park commission, was concemed about the
legality of his serving on the commission as an elected county official. He corresponded with the state attomey
general's office, and on March 23 R. G. Waters, assistant attorney general, wrote him that that the two positions
were not incompatible. On March 25, 1931, Judge White received a telegram informing him that Sterling had
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signed the bill for Goliad State Park, and that Judge White, W. E. Fowler, and Mrs. R. R. LeMaster had been
appointed as the board to administer the park.
The Goliad Advance-Guard of March 26, 1931, published a map of the park that indicated a portion of
La Bahia was to be included. City and county officials indicated plans to acquire this land for back taxes and to
extend their park southwards across the river.
White had earlier pledged $20,000 to be raised by a warrant against the Road and Building fund of
Goliad County Commissioner's Court to purchase the right of way for the road (letter to State Highway
Commissioner Chairman W. R. Ely, November 27, 1930). Accelerated by recent legislative approvals,
construction of the road was assured by September 1931 when Judge White and County Commissioner Peck
Patton appeared before the Texas Highway Commission in Austin, and the Commission formally issued an
order to proceed w ith construction of the highway (Goliad Advance-Guard, September 1931).
Relief Agencies Begin Work
With Goliad County and the rest of the nation in the throes of what would be called the Great
Depression, prospects of finding funds for the development of a new park must have appeared bleak. The
Washington, D.C, govemment deemed the situation so serious that in 1932 President Herbert Hoover and
Congress agreed to advance relief dollars directly to the states through their federal Reconstruction Finance
Corporation (RFC). That fall Judge White checked on the relief possibilities for Goliad and secured $270 of
RFC money through state channels. Fifty applicants applied for jobs of clearing bmsh at the Mission Espiritu
Santo site.
lmpro\'ements at the new state park now commenced as White divided the men into two shifts—each
worked two days per week in order to provide relief for all needy families (Goliad Advance-Guard, May 26,
1932, from an article in the Houston Chronicle). Beth White later wrote: "In the grubbing, the native plants
such as Spanish Dagger, Retama, Mesquite, and Mustang Grape arbors, were preserved. When the bmsh was
cleared from the mission area, only parts of the walls were standing." The relief workers had excavated and
exposed some of the mission buildings' foundations. In December 1932 Judge White wrote to Claude Teer of
the Board of Control, the state agency assigned oversight of the Goliad park commission, asking for financial
assistance to construct a building using the standing walls and foundation mins. Teer suggested that he use $200
from the $1,000 yearly park maintenance allotment from the state to hire an architect to draw some plans. Teer
said, "We realize that S200 would be a small consideration for that work, but the architects will have to do a
little patriotic service along with a little cash." He suggested several architectural firms in San Antonio that
would be qualified to do the work.
State Senator E. J. Blackert of Victoria recommended San Antonio architect Atlee B. Ayres, a leading
proponent of the Spanish Colonial Revival style in San Antonio as evidenced in his designs for the Newton and
Atkinson (now the McNay Museum) residences, and that city's 1926 Memorial Auditorium (NR 1981; a
collaborative effort with his son, Robert M. Ayres, George Willis, and Emmett Jackson). Ayres had traveled
widely in Spain and Mexico and in 1926 authored Mexican Architecture: Domestic, Civil and Ecclesiastical.
White wrote Ayres explaining the project and describing the mins. He also told Ayres that he had $200
for plans, and some RFC relief labor. Ayres told White that he couldn't do a great deal for $200. but that he
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would draw up some ideas so that White could at least start building the walls. On December 31, Ayres wrote
Judge White telling him of a photograph, belonging to ardent San Antonio preservationist Adina De Zavala , of
the mission building as it looked when it was converted into Aranama College. Ayres sent a tracing of the
photograph to White, and questioned the possibility of another part of this building toward the east, based on the
position of the walled up door.
Father Paul Joseph Folk, librarian of St. Edward's University in Austin, also questioned the size of the
building in the photograph; he suggested that the outlines of the building in the drawing might not be the entire
structure of the original 18"' century building. At this time Father Folk was collecting (and later edited) archival
documents for Casteiiada"s Our Catholic Heritage in Texas 1519-1936 (1936-1958) and would have been
familiar with descriptions of Spanish Colonial Missions. (Folk soon served from 1935 on the advisory board of
Texas historians of the Texas Centennial Commission with J. Frank Dobie and Louis Kemp. Subsequent
archeological excavations would prove that both Ayres' and Folk's doubts were justified.)
Ayres sent White a rendering for a modest "chapel" based on their best knowledge of the foundations in
evidence. By April 1933 masonry work had started on the building, and Ayres wrote White conceming details
of the work. As a sign of difficult financial times, with the legislature again meeting in desperation at Austin.
Ayres mentioned that the state warrant provided by White for expenses could not be cashed. He asked if the
judge could pay his "gasoline expense in coming down there which would be about $5.00." With or without
Ayres" further input. White managed with the architect's plans and RFC labor to get the walls of the "chapel""
built before federal RFC funding ran out. Correspondence between Judge White and Senator Blackert reveals
that the latter attempted to secure a $5,000 appropriation from the legislature, but no more fimds materialized
for the "chapel"' project.
Meanwhile new US President Franklin D. Roosevelt, elected the previous November but just
inaugurated in March, busily worked with Congress that spring and summer to establish a number of his NewDeal unemployment relief initiatives for the troubled nation. At federal insistence, each state designated a
central agency for New Deal cooperation, whereupon recently inaugurated Govemor Miriam A. Ferguson
appointed Lawrence W. Westbrook as director of the Texas Relief Commission to enforce rules and regulations,
and to direct federal dollars to local governments. From Washington, powerful new "alphabet agencies" joined
the RFC, and that agency's direct-relief funding role was assumed by the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration (FERA). Another new relief agency, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), recmited young
men (with a 10 per cent Corps quota of middle-aged military veterans) across the nation for "Emergency
Conservation Work."' The US Army directed each CCC camp of 200 men (at veterans' camps, up to 250 men
each), assigned for six-month "periods" to projects supervised by permanent federal agencies including the
National Park Service, the US Forest Service, and soil conservation specialists.
In Texas, Westbrook's new relief commission both recmited CCC workers and, in the first months of the
program, identified the initial CCC-camp assignments. The latter role should have been filled by the State
Parks Board in connection with CCC development of state parks. But parks board Chairman D.E. Colp failed to
seize the assignment and Westbrook made swift decisions with approval of his own chairman,first-husbandand
former-Govemor Jim Ferguson. Also in these early months of the New Deal, the National Park Service hoped
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to assist parks administered by local governments in addition to state parks, but federal officials had not yet
developed a separate application process. Further, not until August 1933 did the NPS itself administer national
historic sites, and only after taking charge of various battlefields and monuments did its Washington staff
consider design assistance—and CCC camp direction—at a category of historic sites. Thus in 1933 Judge
White"s Goliad State Park, in reality governed by the local park committee, fell between large cracks in both the
state and federal relief programs.
White unsuccessfully applied that summer for a CCC camp at Goliad, and a series of letters written
between September and December 1933 evidences his frustration at missing additional federal relief funding to
continue work at Goliad State Park By November the Texas Relief Commission announced establishment of
the federal Civil Works Administration (CWA), a winter extension of FERA to sfimulate employment on small
public works. But Westbrook"s office presented White an erroneous excuse that federal regulations did not
permit such projects on "state property." Undeterred, White continued his flurry of applications: for a CWA
project on La Bahia lands not owned by the state; for the state to retum this park to Goliad County to meet
supposed CWA criteria; and for any CCC camp at the earliest available assignment. He continually reminded
authorities in Austin that legislation creating the park provided that the state would develop the property. He
even wrote Gutzon Borglum (winter resident of San Antonio and creator of the Mount Rushmore monument in
South Dakota) in the sculptor's role as consultant for the Texas Highway Department on roadway
beautiflcation, repeating the suggestion that CWA workers could improve La Bahia lands along the new
highway.
White also corresponded with State Parks Board Chairman Colp, Will Mayes of the Texas Centennial
Committee, State Highway Commission Chairman Walter R. Ely, State Advisory Board Chairman of Federal
Public Works Colonel Ike Ashbum, Senator Blackert, and numerous other influential individuals. Finally,
White wrote of his fmstration with government agencies to Mrs. Ouida Ferguson Nalle, daughter of Governor
and Jim Ferguson, expressing his "abysmal ignorance of the intricate ramifications of alphabetically denoted
bureaus and the constmction of various and sundry desk occupants within said bureaus." He was still hopeful
that a provision could be made for some "skilled engineering and landscape service" because "to tum an army
of men loose in the park cutting weeds and spitting at homed frogs would be of no avail." He added that " I
have used all of that character of help needed in the park." White informed Nalle that his latest request for a
CCC camp had been refused apparently because the Goliad State Park lands were less than the required 500
acres. He said that he was trying to procure La Bahia township land, and with this additional acreage the CCC
could improve land around the bridge and repair the rock fence around the Presidio.
Mrs. Nalle, vice-president and secretary of Atlas Union Life Insurance in Austin, exercised the needed
political clout. On November 13, she wrote Judge White: "1 have discussed the matter with the govemor and
she [Miriam Ferguson] is interested in Goliad the same as I am." Nalle continued that she had a satisfactory
conversation with someone who understood the "alphabetically denoted bureaus," George Nason of the
National Park Service, assigned to Texas as an inspector of CCC work in state parks. Nalle wrote, "Although a
Yankee, Mr. Nason is very interested in the preservation of historical spots rather than [sic] improving some
municipal parks." (In a 1997 interview, Beth White was asked about the association between Ouida Ferguson
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Nalle and Judge White. Referring to his political activities, she replied that "Poppa always supported Old Jim
[1915-17 Governor] and Mrs. Ferguson [1925-27, 1933-35 Governor]. As children [Beth was one of White's
flve children], we were disgraced, because no one really liked them.")
On December 12, White wrote to Westbrook as director of Texas Relief Commission and thus CWA
projects in the state, suggesting that 25 acres in La Bahia could be available for a relief project. On December
22, Frederick A. Dale, chief engineer in Westbrook's Austin offlce, wrote White regretting that funding would
not be available. Then, suddenly, Westbrook announced his imminent departure for Washington, D.C, to work
with FERA and CWA boss Harry Hopkins, and within days various Texas projects that Westbrook apparently
had declined to fund were suddenly approved. On Januar>' 1. 1934, Dale called Atlee Ayres and asked for his
recommendation for architects to take over the restoration work at Goliad. One of the names suggested by Ayres
w as that of his friend, Emmett Jackson. Ayres also added that he would like to check on the project "every two
weeks and would like expense money for gas and meals."
On January 2, Dale wrote White that Jackson had been assigned to execute CWA work now authorized
for Goliad State Park, whereupon Jackson supervised completion of the "chapel" building. Landscape work
completed at this time with CWA funding included constmction of a road entering the mission area from the
east and circling the new building, and a road in the picnic area west of the compound.
Adina De Zavala wrote Judge White on January 13 cautioning him about the work on the mission
building. She explained, "The old foundation should be carefully uncovered first and it will take an expert to do
it without destroying all signs." Early in 1934 as the CWA project exhausted its budget. Judge White continued
his requests for assistance with the park development. In a letter to Congressman Mansfield, he petitioned for
federal authorities to "earmark a small portion of future CWA funds for expenditure in restoration and
commemorative work of great historical interest." Congress terminated the CWA in March, however, with only
a handful of its projects conUnued through FERA that summer.
State Highway 29 (now US 183), and the J. A. White Bridge (replaced in 2000)
This major thoroughfare (present US 183, originally State Highway 29) bisecting the park resulted from
an agreement made between the State of Texas and the County and City of Goliad. The state highway
commission agreed in 1930 to designate a "road from Highway No. 12 [present US 59] to La Bahia through
w hat is known as a state park at Goliad. The designation is conditioned upon the purchase of the park site and
the tendering of it to the State of Texas" (Goliad Advance Guard. February 27, 1930:1).
Lands for the highway and park were purchased and partly tumed over to the state in 1931. Work on the
highway began in 1932. and the project eventually included construction of the decorative pylons, bridge across
Sparrow Creek south of Fannin Street, massive cut through limestone for the railroad overpass (bridge removed
in 1987). and the Judge White Bridge (steel-truss removed in 1999) over the San Antonio River main channel.
The Goliad Advance-Guard reported on May 17, 1934, that a drive had been built all around the
reconstructed "chapel" in the park, and that highway work continued with dirt being excavated for the railroad
overpass. This dirt and limestone were hauled a few hundred yards to the south as approach fill for the
highway's river crossing. A temporary bridge had been built across the San Antonio River to be used by
workmen and their trucks transporting supplies and equipment back and forth for the permanent bridge. Such
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construction was not without problems—a huge caisson on the north side had stmck a solid rock bed. Power
drills and pumps had to be employed to go through the rock. Two men were bumed while at work in a caisson
when gasoline spilled on the surface and ignited, but they recovered from their injuries.
Correspondence from Judge White to G. G. Wickline, Texas Highway Department chief bridge
engineer, indicates that White lobbied for an aesthetically pleasing bridge design for the main span across the
San Antonio River through the state park. He wrote on August 26, 1932, "Is it too much to dream of a bridge...
that shall reflect some of the romance and tragedy of the past, and the glory of present and fiature?"
The "Texas Revolution Memorial Highway," as it was labeled on some early maps, from Goliad south
across the river and through La Bahia was completed by July 1934. Its important and prominent San Antonio
River metal-tmss bridge was dedicated to Judge White even in this early stage of the adjacent park
development. On May 22, Judge White had written members of the State Highway Commission thanking them
for naming the bridge in his honor. He said, "...this most kindly expression from you will be treasured by me
as one of the most pleasing incidents of my life."
Originally the first 1,500 feet of the highway were paved south from Goliad, the remainder surfaced with
caliche south past the entrance to Mission Espiritu Santo, then to Presidio La Bahia and entrance to the burial
site of Fannin's men. The highway department later extended US 183 to Refugio, and in 1949 paved the
balance of the highway and excavated part of its north San Antonio River approach fill for a relief structure
(rebuilt in 2000) over the flood plain, facilitating extension of Park Road 6 and development of Goliad State
Park east of the highway.
As an example of 1930s engineering, and as a connecting artery to historic recreational areas, the
northern segment of the highway through the railroad overpass cut retains a high degree of integrity and is a
Contributing stmcture in the historic district. With replacement of the 1934 San Antonio River bridge and
approaches in 2000, one original bronze plaque naming the bridge for Judge White (see Section 7) was affixed
to the concrete balustrade of the new structure.
Judge White and the CCC
Judge White's persistent correspondence conceming establishment of a CCC camp continued
throughout 1934. White wrote Houston Chronicle editor W. O. Huggins. US senators Tom Connally and Morris
Shepherd, Congressman Mansfield, and Robert Fechner, Director of the CCC. White also contacted Conrad
Wirth. Associate Director of the National Park Service in charge of its CCC cooperation, pointing out that some
Texas CCC camps were located on sites of less than 500 acres. But Wirth had additional concerns over the
establishment of a camp at Goliad, and wrote on April 3:
Judging from your correspondence, the most important project would be
restoration on the old missions. At present, some Labor organizations are
somewhat belligerent, and we hesitate to undertake any project in which we
would have to use CCC enrollees to do work that has the nature of skilled labor.
Judge White then wrote to State Parks Board Chairman Colp. now firmly in charge of Texas state
recreation park development, that the greater part of any skilled labor requirement had been met already in the
RFC/CWA reconstruction of the "chapel." He added that the local Catholic priest was willing to give the state a
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lease on the Presidio. The work at La Bahia would not require skilled crafts. White argued, and "the labor
people would stand in bad light should they enter an objection." Correspondence between White and Colp
continued, but on June 29 Colp wrote to White that Goliad as a potential CCC location would have to be
considered under "a special classification [as a municipal, not state, park] and we suggest you complete your
application and mail it to us."
In July, the Goliad CCC application for assigiunents beginning in October 1934 was not on a list of
approved camps. Judge White wrote to Will Mayes, Secretary of the Centennial Commission, "Mr. Colp gives
me his continued assurance that he is interested in the Goliad camp project but I am a little afraid he is more
interested in some of the new parks his Board is establishing than he is in the Goliad Park." Indeed, Texas
received a limited quota for each six-month period of CCC camp assignments under direction of the National
Park Service, and Colp had numerous other recreation lands available for development. In the fall. White was
informed by Congressman Mansfield that Colp had never filed an application for the Goliad CCC Camp. In a
subsequent letter to George Nason in the NPS Austin office. White said, " I am counting more strongly on
Federal activity in Remembering Goliad than I am on State activity—Texas has been damnably laggard in
'Remembering Goliad."""
At last, Nason agreed that White did not have to go through state channels (Colp and the State Parks
Board), as Goliad had its own local park commission that could submit the CCC proposal itself Further
implied in the new ly receptive atmosphere was recent expansion of NPS assistance to historic-site restorations
and reconstructions. Thus White offered his third CCC camp proposal direcdy to NPS in December 1934,
listing lands that totaled 313 acres:
>
Park: 207 acres
>
City/County (in park area): 23 acres
>
La Bahia town site: 40 acres
>
Fannin Battlefield: 10 acres
rFannin's burial site: 3 acres
^
Private property (under option by Goliad State Park Commission): 30 acres
In addition, he described adequate rock for building in the area, and three miles away caliche for road surfacing
and good building-sand in the creek bed.
On December 17, White received a telegram from Herbert Maier. District Officer of NPS in
southwestem states, stating "Policy requiring states or other interests desiring new camps provide camp
[barrack] sites absolutely free of cost." The follow ing day. White wired Maier, "Site for barracks over 50 acres
well drained. Free office space in court house." In February 1935 Nason wrote White that "we can now appoint
personnel to do a preliminar>' survey of the area," now designated in NPS jargon SP-43-T (for the 43"* approved
"State Park" development in Texas), and recommended architects S. C. P. Vosper. Raiford Stripling, and
Temple Phinney to do the work. On March 1, Nason wrote to Col. Chapin, Texas CCC District Commander at
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, and requested an inspection of the Goliad barracks site selected by Army
reconnaissance officers.
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On March 4, 1935, Vosper, Stripling and Phinney. all Texans now employed as professional supervisors
by the National Park Service to direct CCC park development, arrived in Goliad as an advance party to make a
preliminary survey of the Goliad State Park. After locating "suitable quarters, for drafting and living purposes."
the design team reviewed plans made under CWA supervision, and began searching for old documents and
photographs. They were disappointed that historical documentation of the park was not available locally, so
they concentrated their efforts on reviewing documents of the CWA-restored building and unrestored
foundation ruins (Vosper, 1935:1-6).
Regional Historian for the National Park Service William R. Hogan provided the architects with archival
documents describing various Goliad buildings and types of construction. The documents recorded a large
population of Indians who had lived near the walls in masonry buildings. Now the team suspected that the
building that had been restored as the "chapel" was much too small to accommodate the number of neophytes
shown to live in the mission. Using information from local people, they began to explore the area west of the
CWA building, containing considerable debris.
With a crew of four to six men working four days a week, the architects supervised a preliminary
exca\ation of the walls west of the CWA restoration, which the architects now deduced as the granary, and the
south wall of the compound. They also searched for the Indian quarters. Their efforts were rewarded by finding
ruins of the foundry, tile floors, and foundations of a building divided into rooms, possibly quarters for
unmarried Indians, described in the documents researched by Hogan. In addition, they unearthed a burial
ground {campo santo) and the foundations of a large church with evidences of two tower foundations (later
determined to ha\ e carried a single completed tower), buttresses, apse, and possibly the vestry and the sacristy.
Unable to complete the work during this visit, they made a plan indicating walls located, artifacts unearthed, and
levels offloorsthat could be used in the coming months.
Civilian Conservation Corps in Goliad
In May construction of houses and buildings for newly assigned Civilian Conservation Corps Company
3822(V), a military Veterans unit, began: 40 cottage-style barracks, each to house six men. and nine larger
buildings (White, 1987:102). The camp was built on land that belonged joindy to the city and the county,
promised to the state, just west of the present site of the Memorial Auditorium, on the east side of the new
highway. On the 5"' of August the first enrollees arrived, veterans of the Spanish American War. the Boxer
Rebellion in China, and World War I (Houston Chronicle, April 7, 1940:4C). Anne Bode recalled that several
wives, some with children, accompanied their husbands to Goliad. The families lived in town, the children
aUended the local school, and many of these families reportedly remained after the camp was closed. Research
in 1998 revealed that one enrollee. World War I veteran Oscar J. Milner. came with his family to Goliad from
Jasper. Texas. As a member of CCC Co. 3822(V), Milner worked with engineer/archeologist Roland Beard on
exca\'ation of the mission compound. Milner's son Joe recalled playing among excavated artifacts and
skeletons stored with no security in the CWA-constmcted chapel, and using the partially reconstructed church
as a make-believe fort. Although Joe Milner moved from Goliad in 1949, the family remained (Joe Milner,
personal communication, January 1998).
Supervised by military personnel, the CCC men wore dark green cotton uniforms, sometimes shedding
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their heavy shirts to work in undershirts in the hot, humid climate of Goliad. They had their own newspaper.
The Goliad Veteran, and the issue for Thanksgiving 1936 displayed not only the menu for ample roast turkey
dinner, but also a picture of life in the camp. The commander for the winter 1936-37 period was Captain James
L. Reed, the medical officer was T' Lieutenant L. E. Silverhorn, and the mess steward, George T. Liles. The
camp schedule for Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. included classes in
arithmetic, Spanish, typing, astronomy, Bible, grammar, and reading. Technical courses, air conditioning,
building and estimation, carpentry, farm management, lathe work, cabinet making, and forestry were also
offered, in remarkable contrast from earlier official lectures to White on limiting skilled labor for his project.
Goliad Camp SP-43-T was recognized as having outstanding educational programs. The nationwide
CCC educational program was established by Chief of Staff General Douglas MacArthur and administered by
the Offlce of Education under supervision of the Army. Statistics show that during the fiscal year 1938-39.
nearly 8,500 CCC men in camps throughout the US leamed to read and write (Jackson, 1994:66). Local
teachers conducted classes at night and weekends, and received their pay through FERA and other New Deal
relief programs. One of the Goliad educational advisers Don Keane interviewed the enrollees "as to their
interests and desires." New Deal scholar Kenneth E. Hendrickson wrote:
He [Keane] then visited all the prominent people of the community asking for
help and was received sympathetically by most. Some teachers came from the
local public schools and others were provided by the FERA. From the beginning
both academic and vocational courses were offered in order to meet the needs of
individual students and according to the Goliad Advocate-Guard [sic] everyone
was pleased with the results. As time passed the program was expanded to include
numerous courses from arithmetic to zoology and blacksmithing to music. In
addition to regular classroom activities there were lectures, films and on-the-job
demonstrations. The level of the courses offered ranged from pre-literate to
college review and the last educational adviser in 1941 was satisfied that at least
some of the enrollees were obtaining jobs in civilian life as a direct result of their
CCC training and educafion. (Hendrickson, n.d.:37)
Leisure-time programs included a chance to work in the woodshop, where enrollees could buy wood at
cost for cash or w ith canteen checks. It was suggested that they could make two of an item, keep one, and
donate one to the company for sale. The proceeds would go to the shop's revolving fund to purchase more
materials.
Archeological Excavations
Between July 12 and August 14, 1933. Alvin Thomas Jackson, field foreman for the Anthropology
Department at the University of Texas, and his crew excavated a midden mound adjacent to the westem wall of
Espiritu Santo. Jackson was working as a freelance writer when he was hired by J. E. Pearce, founder of the
Anthropology Department. Pearce had read Jackson's feature stories on Texas history and archeology in several
leading Texas newspapers and admired his "objectivity and evident skill in collecting information" (Campbell.
1974:2). As Pearce's field archeologist from 1930 to 1940, Jackson conducted all of the University's work
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sponsored between 1935 and 1942 by the New Deal's Works Progress Administration (WPA) (Dr. Thomas
Hester, personal communication). T. N. Campbell describes Jackson as "very successful in accumulating
substantive data at a time when such data were badly needed" (Campbell, 1975:2).
An agreement was made between Judge White, representing the park, and the University of Texas
whereby "the two were to fumish crews that would keep all finds separately[,] each to keep what found. The
University of Texas was to be permitted to take notes and photograph all finds of importance made by the local
Goliad crew" (Jackson, 1933:4). At this early date, the CWA "chapel" was being completed, and it was planned
as a small museum for displaying artifacts from the mission environs.
Jackson's report states that the midden. 85 feet long by 75 feet wide and 11 feet high, yielded a large
number of specimens in the two month period, including flint scrapers, arrow points, spearheads, tools, glaze
ware, metates, earthenware, plaster fragments coated with red paint, and pieces of red ochre with depressions
worn by grinding powder for paint. Of the 1,169 artifacts recovered, 611 were classified as European and 578
were Nafive American. Jackson had planned to continue his work by completely excavating the large midden
mound and other smaller midden deposits around the wall, as well as digging in the cemetery of the mission.
Before he finished working on the large midden. Professor Pearce reassigned him to Polk County to test certain
sites there. (Jackson's original report of this flrst excavation for 41 GDI can be found in the files of Texas
Archeological Research Laboratory and a copy is in the Interpretation and Exhibits Branch of the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department.)
When the CCC camp began operations in August 1935. Erik Reed joined the NPS professional
supervisory team as archeologist. Civil engineer Roland E. Beard also joined the operation as "Foreman of
Exploratory Excavations'" to supervise day-to-day work at the site. Beard (who remained to teach at Goliad
High School and Victoria Junior College) kept a detailed daily joumal of the archeological investigafions and
excavations from 1935 through 1937 (also in the files of the Interpretafion and Exhibits Branch of the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department).
Before any reconstruction in the mission ruins could begin, the CCC excavated the entire compound area
of Mission Espiritu Santo to determine a ground plan of the mission. This work was complicated by the 1934
CWA project, as earlier relief workers had removed a large amount of dirt, most of thefloors,and some stone
around the site of the "chapel" they had built, leaving very little above ground level. The Revised Plan of 1937
describes the organized CCC response:
Excavation was begun at locations of known buildings. Trenches were dug
at right angles to buildings outward a distance of 30 to 40 feet, and to a depth of
original undisturbed earth. Other similar trenches were dug parallel to the known
walls of buildings and 6 to 12 feet from them. By this method all wall lines were
discovered.
After the wall line of a building had been determined, the accumulated dirt
above the floor level was carefully removed, stratum by stratum, and all artifacts
recorded and preserved until the floor level was reached. A section was made
through each floor to determine the kind of floor and the type of foundation.
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In areas which showed no buildings, the dirt was removed in strata until
the occupation level of the mission period was reached. This could be determined
by the type of artifacts discovered.
A list of the artifacts recovered includes specimens from four periods:
1.
Mission period Indian-made articles
2.
Mission period locally-made Spanish articles
3.
Mission period imported Spanish articles
4.
Post-mission period Anglo-American articles
Notable among the artifacts found were 22 door studs and door stud ornaments, later copied by the CCC
metalsmiths for use on doors of the restored buildings, a rodent tooth comb, two stone sundials, and a nut oil
pottery lamp. Also found were plaster fragments and Indian pottery decorated with coloring material derived
from ochre and other oxides of iron. The nearest known source of this material is in the San Antonio area.
In addition to performing excavations, stratigraphic testing and trenching, CCC personnel hauled dirt out
of the compound, carried rock into the compound from the roadway approach to the north end of the bridge
across the San Antonio River (on some days, as much as 35 tons), catalogued and preserved artifacts, and
greeted visitors. Lumber was hauled from Mathis, clay from Inez, and cords of wood cut on the Pettus Ranch to
fire the kiln where clay floor tiles were made. Total man-days spent by Baird's crew for the period of 19351937 were 6,592, 88 of these at Mission Rosario ruins.
In an undated letter to Judge White, Alex D. Krieger, anthropologist at the University of Texas,
discussed the 25,000 artifacts from Mission Espiritu Santo and the 5,000 from Mission Rosario that he had
taken to be stored at the University. He added that 80-90% of the specimens were aboriginal pottery and the
remainder Spanish crockery, plates, and glassware. Krieger also wrote that Roland Beard "had retained several
hundred shards and probably all of the flint artifacts." According to Dr. Thomas Hester, present Director of the
Texas Archeological Research Laboratory at UT Austin, Krieger was an acquaintance of Erik Reed, the NPS
senior archeologist for Goliad State Park. Krieger was concemed for the safety of these artifacts and contacted
Reed for permission to move them to the University. Indeed, between 1941 and 1949. many of these specimens
had been stolen from the mission storeroom, and the restored buildings were vandalized. When the State Parks
Board took over management of the park in 1949. these remaining artifacts were delivered to Austin in several
trucks (Mounger, 1959:112). In her master"s thesis of 1959, Mounger describes and documents these artifacts
from the NPS excavations as well as the ones on display in the museum and those excavated by Jackson and his
crew in 1933. All of these artifacts, except those on exhibit in the mission museums and a small number in
storage at the park, were transferred to the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory in 1960-1961.
Design. Construction and Reconstruction
Architects Stripling. Vosper and Phinney were influenced by features and details of existing Spanish
colonial churches and missions—in Texas, Califomia and Mexico—for the design of the exterior of the church,
the granary, and the mission school-workshop. William R. Hogan. regional historian for the National Park
Service, wrote in 1938 that the architects and the historians had "visited practically every set of remains of a
Spanish mission in the United States and Mexico. Photographs and measured drawings were taken of many of
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these missions, particularly those in San Antonio and in the area along the lower Rio Grande....". (Proposed
General Plan for Goliad State Park Museum. 1938:7).
After the archeological work was completed, constmction of the buildings began. The Revised Plan of
1937 states that no reconstruction was to proceed until the archeologicalfindingsand the investigations of the
architects had afforded definite and indisputable evidence of a building. Stripling had two theories conceming
the ruins and their reconstruction, writing that "Wall heights were determined by the distance which the stones
had fallen ouf and concluding that "on nearly all mission church structures...the ceiling height was one and
one-half times the distance between the walls" (Capt, 1981:32).
Stone for the buildings was salvaged from the mins and/or quarried from nearby outcrops by CCC
workers. It can be assumed that many of the mission's rocks had been hauled away by local citizens when the
city ordinance was passed in 1847 allowing "citizens to have all the loose stones they could carry from within
and around the walls of the presidio and mission" (McCullar, 1985:57). R. E. Bud Robertson, a San Antonio
rancher, lived in the mission granary with his family from 1876 to 1879. He recalled (in 1942) that his father
"contracted and delivered the rock [from the mission site] which built the first county jail in Goliad County,"
and he believed that "the present Masonic building in Goliad was erected from building stone taken from the old
church."' He also said that "many local residents" cistems and walls were constmcted from the mission stone and
timbers." Such timbers were probably wood from the frame dormitor\' building built for Aranama College in the
mid-1800s.
The first building to be reconstructed was dubbed Unit One. the school-workshop building, completed in
December 1937. The report states that stone walls were given a light coat of thin lime cement, colored to match
finishes found on other Spanish buildings in Texas. This finish is no longer present. Also no longer present are
the hand-hewn shingles on pitched roof segments, which have been replaced. Also, the 1930s jacal walls on the
south and west elevations have been replaced with modem wood siding.
The church, identified as Unit Two in the Goliad State Park Development Plan map, was begun in late
1937. and was considered the most important of the entire group. Archeology had confirmed one tower, a
typical configuration for this area. The reconstructed barrel vaults of reinforced concrete, 10" thick at the crown
and 20" at the shoulders, were poured in 6 foot sections using semi-circular forms of 2" Douglas fir from a 22foot high hoisting tower. One report reads "... let it be recorded here that this was quite a feat for War Veterans
CCC labor to accomplish this without a lost time accident." The exposed millwork was cypress, stained and
antiqued with casein mildew. The holy water font in the southwest corner of the nave and the one in the sacristy
were carved native stone, while the baptismal font in the baptistry was modeled in clay, and a plaster waste
mold made. The font was then cast in place using a mixture of crushed native stone and Portland cement, which
was worked with hand tools and chipped for an antique effect.
The wall painting consisted of rather ornate treatment over the baptismal font and altar, and altemate
corner scallops, used by 18''" century builders to cover comers out of plumb. The technical staff drew designs on
the plaster walls with charcoal, and the enrollees were "turned loose with the primary colors, red. yellow, and
blue in a premixed tempera paint and allowed to paint in the motifs."" The report says that the "primitive effect
[of the painting] approximates that produced by the padres and the Indians."" Anne Bode remembered that the
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paint mildewed, and some people believed that a natural coloring ingredient, perhaps from Opuntia (prickly
pear) Cactus, added by architect Stripling, caused the mildew (Anne Bode: personal communication.)
Final completion of the wall painting was delayed because there was difficulty in designing the painting
details over the altar and the sanctuary. The motifs were to have religious significance and, because the church
was named for the Holy Spirit (Espiritu Santo), there was no patron saint to honor. Father O. F. Obreste of
Refugio and Bishop Co-Adjutator M. S. Garriga of Corpus Christi assisted with these details. Stations of the
cross were to be painted on copper plates in a technique similar to the walls and framed in carved walnut
frames. (These were later fabricated at the CCC camp in Olmos Park at San Antonio after Co. 3822(V)
transferred there in May 1941.) Simple wrought iron candelabra were attached to the walls. According to the
report, 46,910 man days were expended on the church restoration by the CCC workers. The total cost for the job
was $9,597.97.
Unit Five, the granary, was reconstructed after the church was completed. This involved constmction on
the foundations as they were revealed in the archeological phase, and encompassed a portion of the stone
building assembled by CWA workers. Its tile roof was removed and a flat roof was substituted. An arcade was
built on the south elevation and viga and latilla ceilings were installed in the arcade and the interior of the
building. The eastern entrance to the compound, as built by the CWA, was changed to a different approach on
the south. It had been definitely determined that the opening on the south wall of the mission compound had
been the original entrance. The gate was "undoubtedly approached by a wagon road or trail from the Presidio of
La Bahia across the river to the southeast"" (Revised Plan of 1937). The report further states:
This approach w ould permit about 100 feet of the ancient road as an entrance walk. It
would also afford a magnificent first impression of the compound with its restored
buildings, which present a most imposing aspect when viewed from the south.
The road (now Park Road 6) exited present US 183 and traveled west to this new entrance and a parking area,
and continued into the picnic area.
There were plans to reconstruct two other buildings in the compound, the quarters of the priest and the
soldiers' quarters, but this did not materialize. Two other projects, the custodian's lodge and maintenance and
shop buildings and a latrine were built. The custodian's lodge was built on city/county land about one mile
north of the mission compound on the east side of the new highway. This stone dwelling had numerous Spanish
colonial details: intersecting roof planes, decorative wood trim, and enclosed courtyards. A description of the
house from the Houston Chronicle in 1937 states that the dwelling "...is fitted with modem conveniences
cleverly concealed in order that the beauty of the interior decorations and furnishings will not be marred.""
From 1957 to 1959. Tish and Porter Sellers leased the lodge that had been vacant for a period of time. It
reportedly had been inhabited by transients from the railroad and was in a state of disrepair. The Sellers repaired
the leaking roof broken plumbing fixtures, and floor tiles that had disintegrated. According to Mrs. Sellers,
ever\ thing in the house was made by hand: the tiles were molded and fired at the kiln at the mission site, hinges
on the doors were made at the metal shop, and ceilings were of vigas and latillas (in 1997, this ceiling detail had
been covered with composition ceiling tiles). Two large logs with altemating steps served as the stairway to the
second floor, where there was a built in drafting table. The living room had a largefireplacethat could
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accommodate 2V2 foot logs, a built-in desk, and a "serenade window,"" or banco interior (Eugene George,
personal communication). The windows on the south facing the patio could be removed to facilitate crossventilation from the prevailing breeze (Tish Sellers, personal communication).
The maintenance yard for the park and workshops for the CCC, built to resemble stables, were situated
behind an arched-stone entryway. The restroom (latrine) built in the picnic area west of the mission compound
had similar details found in the custodian's lodge. Two walls built to resemble a jacal, and the original cedar
shingles have been replaced. The picnic area was cleared and benches and tables were installed, but the
originals no longer exist.
A museum and administration building for the park was built south of the mission compound, near the
parking area in 1940-1941. Stripling had previously submitted a design for an underground building, but an
above-ground building was built in a T plan of native stone. (It was remodeled in 1975.) Superintendent
Stripling reported in the Goliad Advance-Guard of August 15, 1940. that the work on the building was
underway, the display cases of glass and metal had been built, and that a scale model of the mission (as it would
have looked in the 1700s) would be placed in the front room of the museum. (The model now displayed in the
granary museum was designed and fabricated by George Nelson for TPWD c. 1975.) The NPS planned to have
NPS guides and lecturers accompany groups on tours of the compound. Stripling's report continued, stating
that underground armored cable would supply electrical power for the park and there would be coin-operated
switches for the light poles in the picnic area. A gravel road system was to be built to La Bahia Presidio and
around the outer w alls of the compound, and, he said, the road "will follow quite a lot of the original La Bahia
town site and will connect with the road leading to Fannin's grave."
CCC Workmanship
The reconstruction of Mission Espiritu Santo by the CCC veterans involved much handicraft and
workmanship. Stone for the walls was quarried from sites near the mission mins; tile was made from natural
clay and sand banks along the San Antonio River and other nearby sites, formed in wooden presses, and fired in
a handmade kiln. The kiln, housed in a Mexican-style shelter of palm leaves laid on a frame of rough-hewn
logs, w as floored with short sections of logs set on end. The floor tiles were fired for eight days and then
allowed to cool for a similar length of time. The carpenter shop produced all the doors, window frames,
furniture, and woodwork for the church, the granary, the school-workshop, and the custodian's lodge. Plaster
castings of some of the details around the doorway of the church were made in one of the custodian's group
buildings. The blacksmith's shop, where wTought iron, copper, and tin omaments, plus gates and light flxtures
were crafted, was also in the compound of the custodian's lodge.
Huge trees were felled to supply roof beams and supports. A large log was notched to use as a ladder
leading from a room next to the choir loft to the belfry of the church. Two massive logs were used as a stairway
in the custodian's lodge. Roof shingles were hand-hewn. A nursery was located between the mission and the
brick kiln, where plants were irrigated and cultivated for landscaping the compound.
National Park Service Personnel
Raiford Stripling, from San Augustine, Texas, and Samuel Charles Phelps Vosper, a New Yorker trained
at Pratt Institute who then taught at UT Austin and Texas A&M at College Station, became friends at A&M.
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Stripling, a student, was keenly influenced by Professor Vosper's "interest in Texas history," which, "in
combination with his design expertise made him the perfect mentor"" for Stripling (Capt, 1981:11). Shortly after
Stripling graduated from A&M in 1931, he was called back to the university by the dean of architecture, F. E.
Giesecke, who was also campus architect. The dean was having difficulty in getting Vosper—who exhibited
symptoms of alcoholism—to come to work, and he hired Stripling to be "Mr. Vosper's personal assistant, and
the biggest job you have is to get him to work as soon as you can..." Stripling said, "He purely hired me to get
him to work. Now sometimes in the mornin" Ed have to give him about two shots of booze to get him out of
bed, but if that was required, I'd do it" (Capt, 1981:13).
Regardless of the Great Depression, the campuses of Texas A&M and UT Austin each hosted building
booms resulting from two windfalls of funding. Income from oil wells on state university lands had brought
$3.5 million to A&M, and $5 million to the University of Texas by the mid 1930s, against which bonds could
be sold to build new buildings. In addition. New Deal public-works programs provided funds to construct
academic buildings, as unemployment relief Thus Texas A&M attracted many contractors and talented
craftsmen for work in College Station. The odd team of Vosper and Stripling designed several buildings for the
campus in a Beaux-Arts style during this era: Administration, Geology, Petroleum, Chemistry, Agricultural
Engineering, and Animal Industries, all masonry buildings with cast-stone details and tile work. Hugo Villa was
one of the craftsmen who assisted in sculpting details for these buildings. It was at this time that Stripling also
developed a friendship with Richard Colley, a landscape architect.
Stripling and Vosper left Texas A&M and moved to Austin to participate in similar building activity at
the University of Texas, supervised by architects Paul Phillipe Cret and Robert Leon White. But Vosper found
more permanent work with the National Park Service, assigned to Longhom Cavern State Park development
near Burnet. Stripling moved on to San Antonio, but in 1935 the two reunited at Goliad for the NPS-supervised
project of at Mission Espiritu Santo. Vosper first was appointed NPS superintendent at Goliad, with Stripling
and Temple Phinney serving as draftsmen. Vosper had great architectural and drafting skills, but was not
concemed with administrative details nor early-moming appearances at work. After six months on the job.
Stripling at age 25 became superintendent in charge of the whole Espiritu Santo restoration, and Vosper was
gi\cn the lillc ot'assisuint architect ot'NPS Rcgiim III. in residence al (ioliad. under regional nrfieer Ilerh Maier
(McCullar, 1985:54). Stripling's friend Richard Colley joined this NPS team as landscape architect, and Hugo
Villa came to sculpt details for the buildings.
Between 1935 and 1941 these masters of design developed close relationships with the Goliad
community. Beth White recalls long Sunday meals at her family's home that included among the guests
Stripling. Vosper and Phinney, the latter a favorite of White's mother because "he was such a gentleman."
Alleene Pettus Lott admits "they added a lot of spice to the towm," recalling that Villa once prepared spaghetti
with an Italian sauce that required preparation over several days. Her "meat and potatoes, plain eating relatives"
were not overly impressed with this gourmet fare, but Villa nevertheless paid artistic homage to her smokestained kitchen ceiling by declaring "it would be impossible to duplicate that wonderful color." The sculptor,
who had traveled throughout Europe on commissions to royal families, created what the family described as an
amazing clay likeness of Jim Milam Pettus. father of NPS engineer Louis Albert Pettus.
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Stripling met and soon married young Roberta Ragland. who lived with relatives in Goliad. Stripling
and Vosper also established a private architectural practice in Goliad, and thus designed the Centennial's
Memorial Auditorium there. Through these connections and other 1930s residential design work for several
Goliad families. Stripling retumed to Goliad from his later business at San Augustine, Texas, in 1963 to direct
reconstruction of Presidio La Bahia, and for the 1970 for reconstruction of the Zaragosa House.
Records reveal the identity of three historians who worked for the National Park Service whose research
and w ritings contributed to the development of the Goliad State Park: David Rodnick, William R. Hogan, and
Charles Ramsdell. David Rodnick, about whom the least is known (at the fime of this nomination in 1997, an
intensive search failed to reveal any biographical information other than possible dates of his birth, either 1906
or 1908). wrote a thoroughly researched work that covered four topics:
The History of the Karankawas until 1858
The Ethnology of the Karankawas and Aranamas
A Chronological History of the Presidio and the Missions Espiritu Santo and
Rosario, 1722-1830
rNotes on La Bahia and Goliad
Notations from Beth White indicate that Rodnick was Senior Foreman (Historian) with the NPS and that
the study was given to Judge White between 1934 and 1940. In 1936. Rodnick authored Report on the Indians
of Kansas for the Office of Indian Affairs Applied Anthropology Unit in Washington, D.C. (Nelson, 1944, n.p.).
In that same year, he also completed his Ph.D. thesis at the University of Pennsylvania documenfing an
additional Native American group, the Ft. Belknap Assigniboine of Montana. Current archivist David
Nathanson of the park service found records of later publications, books and papers written by Rodnick between
1940 and 1980. He was either the principal author or the co-author for nine books on a variety of historical
topics. In addition, he wrote Orientation Report on the George Washington Birthplace National Monument for
the National Park Service in 1941 (Hosmer, 1981:1171).
Acting Regional Historian William R. Hogan was a graduate of Trinity University and the University of
Texas, where he received his M.A. degree. In 1942 he was awarded his Ph.D. from the University of Texas. He
taught at Ranger Junior College and High School from 1929 to 1931. From 1935 to 1938, he worked for the
NPS and wrote numerous monographs for Goliad State Park (on file in the White papers). After serving in the
military during World War II. he edited and authored several books, including The Texas Republic: A Social
and Economic History. Hogan's career in academia culminated at Tulane University where he was a professor
and chairman of the history department. He was a fellow of the Texas State Historical Association and a
Guggenheim fellowship recipient (Tyler, et al., 1996: Volume 3, 650).
Charles Ramsdell. who worked as a researcher for the park as the Junior Historian for three years, c.
1935 - 1938 (Goliad State Park Museum Plan, c. 1937:5). descended from a family "steeped in Texas tradifion
and history, and one involved in higher education in the state" (San Antonio Express, August 30, 1973). He was
the great-grandson of Mrs. Ameron (Susanna) Dickenson, who with her baby survived the Battle of the Alamo
in 1836, and the son of eminent University of Texas professor and author, Charles William Ramsdell, who
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edited the Southwestern Historical Quarteriy for 20 years. Ramsdell was, according to Keith Elliott, who
w orked with him in later years, "a lettered man, brilliant." He was a prodigy and at 16, was editor of the
University of Texas literary magazine. He dropped out of college and hiked across Mexico, where he became
proficient in Spanish (Elliott. 1980:np). During his employment with NPS at Goliad, "he examined practically
ever)' available document in Mexico" (Hogan. et al, 1938: 6). including Archive General. Biblioteca Nacional,
Museo Nacional, Relaciones Exteriores, and archives from the College of Guadalupe. Zacatecas. Resources at
the University of Texas included Bexar Archives, Nacogdoches Archives (Transcripts), and transcripts and
photostats of several archives in Mexico and Spain. He also researched archives in the Texas General Land
Office in Austin and the county clerk's office in San Antonio.
Translations from these archives appear in the "Historical Background"" section of the two extant revised
master plans for the park of 1937 and 1940. In addition. Ramsdell states in his forward to the c. 1935 NPS
publication Spanish Goliad, "every statement [in the booklet] is derived from documentary sources found in one
or another of the archives listed in the bibliography at the end."" Additional research (possibly by both Hogan
and Ramsdell) was collected from records in the Bancroft Librar>'. Berkeley, Califomia; Ayer Collection,
Newberry Librar>'. Chicago; and the Library of Congress. Ramsdell later worked as a freelance writer,
publishing in scholarly magazines and literary publications as well as the Texas Observer, Saturday Evening
Post, and American Heritage. He was a staff member of the San Antonio Express Sunday Magazine. He is best
know n for his book San Antonio. A Historical and Pictorial Guide, published by the University of Texas in
1968.
As previously stated in Section 7, the architectural team and the historians traveled extensively in the
United States and Mexico in order to document ruins and remaining buildings and missions of the Spanish
Colonial period. The architects made measured drawings and took over 1,200 photographs, many of which
survive at the archives of the San Antonio Missions National Historical Park. The drawing of the baptismal font
at Mission Concepcion in San Antonio, typical of the drawings, can be found in the Goliad Album, with
photographs, maps, and other material in the files of the Interpretation and Exhibits Branch at TPWD. In
addition, the team carefully studied foundations delineated by the archeological crew and the archival
documentary descriptions researched by the historians.
Judge White's initial rebuff from state and federal officials for a CCC camp assignment at Goliad proved
enormously beneficial in the end. By separating this project from early recreation park development elsewhere,
and waiting for the National Park Service's full embrace of the reconstmction proposal, federal officials made
an unusually large budget available here for hiring professional guidance of CCC workers, resulting in assembly
of the stellar design team. Their well organized three-pronged effort of research by historians, architects, and
archeologists ultimately provided 1) a prodigious amount of data that was utilized in the reconstructing mission
buildings from the ground up. 2) the drafting of a historical map of the area around Goliad, and 3) the planning
and preparation of exhibits for the first museum.
Yet another benefit of distancing this project from the State Parks Board was separation from its
extensive patronage network for hiring project professionals. When it was time to hire supervisory staff
members for the Goliad project. Judge White wrote a series of letters recommending local men (including his
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son. Cyms). He asked Senators Tom Connally and Morris Shepherd to use their influence to get Cyms, Cecil
Craddock, L. A. Pettus, Roland Beard, and R. W. Fowler on the necessary "eligibility list" for employment. For
a while, chances that the local men would be hired looked "gloomy,"" and a letter to Vosper from the NPS in
Washington on May 25, 1935, stated that "employees needed to be on the Secretary of the Interior's eligible
lists."" Finally, NPS inspector George Nason determined that Goliad had now been classified as a "Metropolitan
Park," and it "was up to Judge White to select his personnel." Cyms White was appointed custodian of the
Tools and Materials; Pettus, Construction Engineer; Craddock, General Construction Foreman; Beard, Foreman
of Exploratory Excavation; and Pettus, Procurement Office Clerk.
Additional staff included Assistant Archeologist Erik Reed, Senior Foreman Engineer Chilton Bennett,
Auto Mechanic O. G. Compton, and Blacksmith J. H. Wells. Wells, a native of nearby Fannin, had operated a
smith) business on Fannin's main street and was well qualifled to produce the hand-forged projects for the CCC
restoration: locks, hinges, door fittings, decorative grills, gates and medallions for the doors (Ada Sue Stevens,
personal communication).
Texas Centennial C e l e b r a t i o n a n d C o m m e m o r a t i o n s

In March 1934 with an improving economy and a more optimistic 43"' Legislature, activities finally
accelerated for the Texas Centennial statewide celebration. Lawmakers in called session created the Texas
Centennial Commission to be made up of leading citizens, who in tum appointed an advisory board of 100 to
ser\ e with members of the old Centennial Governing Board, first named in 1924. Judge White was appointed to
both the old and new advisory commissions, along with other Goliad residents Mrs. R. R. LeMaster, J. S.
McCampbell, R. A. McCurdy, C. B. Parks, and Mrs. T. L. Shaper. Judge White immediately wrote commission
chairman CuUen F. Thomas that he had renewed application to "secure a CCC camp for Goliad to carry on
where the CWA left off," enlisting his aid in getting a camp for Goliad by October 1934. White wrote that "the
tasks needful for a fitting Centennial observance at Goliad [had] only begun" (White, March 31, 1934).
In October, White still had no CCC camp, but that month he retumed from Austin and three-day session
of the Centennial Advisory Board. All of its sessions were held behind closed doors, but Judge White revealed
that "if cooperation is shown by the Texas Legislature, Goliad will surely receive a proportionate
recognition...in keeping with the events which occurred here in 1836." He added that "the things in store for
Goliad transcend even my fondest hope and expectations." The committee also adopted a resolution that asked
"our U. S. Senators and other officials of this state to establishment of a CCC camp in Goliad State Park"
(Goliad Advance-Guard, October 18, 1934).
In the spring legislative session of 1935, lawmakers rolled all Centennial efforts under the new
Commission of Control for Texas Centennial Celebrations (hereinafter Centennial Commission). Texas voters
subsequently approved a whopping celebration budget of $3 million, and the federal govemment matched with
another $3 million for permanent monuments and improvements. The 1935 act also provided for an Advisor)'
Board of Texas Historians, consisting of three eminent scholars, Louis W. Kemp, J. Frank Dobie, and Father
Paul J. Folk, with a budget of $775,000 for approved monuments. Through his local park advisory board.
White offered these historians suggested projects for the Goliad centennial observance, including a memorial to
Fannin and his men, a statue honoring Seiiora Alavez, and purchase of additional park land, including Mission

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section _8_ Page 49

Goliad State Park Historic District
Goliad, Goliad County, Texas

Rosario. He requested that $50,000 be allotted to Goliad, $30,000 for the Fannin memorial, $5,000 for the
Senora Alavez memorial, and the remaining $15,000 on other projects.
The historians recommended on July 8, 1935, that $50,000 be spent at Goliad and an addifional $30,000
to $40,000 be appropriated for the Fannin grave monument (Dobie, 1935: n.p.). But when appropriafions were
settled. Goliad and Judge White received a windfall of $100,000: $50,000 from the Texas Centennial
Commission, and $50,000 from the United States Centennial Commission. Of the total appropriations, $25,000
was to be spent on the Fannin burial site, $70,000 for a Memorial Auditorium and stadium, and $5,000 for a
memorial for Seiiora Alavez and markers for historic sites (White, 1987:105).
In addition to permanent monuments, the advisory board approved Centennial observances for 1936 in
towns across Texas, and celebrations to continue throughout the calendar year. Goliad's elaborate event took
place on March 26, anniversary of the massacre of Fannin and his men near Presidio La Bahia. In 1936 the
Fannin burial monument had not been started, but CCC workers, who had arrived in August 1935, prepared the
area for Goliad"s March 26 celebration. They cleared the site, planted blooming Opuntia (Prickly Pear) Cactus,
and installed threeflagpolesfor theflagsof the United States, Texas, and Goliad. Between 20,000 and 30,000
people attended a Pontifical Mass (with 100 priests) in the Presidio quadrangle, a procession to the burial site, a
parade around the courthouse square, and further programs at the developing state park. Speakers included
State Senator T. J. Holbrook, Texas Superintendent of Education L. A. Wood, and Harbert Davenport of
Brownsville, a historian who spoke about Fannin's men (and later researched names for the monument). At the
future site of the monument at Fannin's burial, two caruions that had been found at the Presidio were mounted
and displayed, and a floral memorial, designed and given by Mrs. Bess McKinney, was placed at the site. A
Texas star covered with bluebonnets and Indian pinks was centered with the numerals 330. representing
Fannin"s 330 men massacred at the fort.
A few weeks later a delegation of Goliad citizens was invited to participate in San Antonio's annual
Fiesta week in April, and 400 Goliad people departed on a 4:00 a.m. train to San Antonio. In the San Antonio
parade. Goliad was represented by five floats. Two months later. Beth White recalled, she accompanied her
father to a dinner at Dallas for the President and Mrs. Roosevelt—who had come to dedicate the Texas
Centennial Exposition opening—at the Adolphus Hotel. The women went to one dining room with Eleanor
Roosevelt, and the men to another with FDR (White, 1987:105-107).
Master Plan
Apparently park officials submitted at least one previous Master Plan, but as of 1997, it had not been
found. Several plans for the park survive: two manuscripts. Revised Plan of 1937. an additional one of 1940.
and a set of nine maps dating from 1936 to 1938. Six technical maps are included in the master plan, detailing
utilities, archeology, existing foundations, development, elevations and sections for the reconstmction of the
school-workshop. In addition, three historical maps are here: a base historical map, a map of Goliad and one of
the Texas area in the 18"' century. Several of the maps were revised three times.
A comparison of the wording of the two written reports reveals that the text in many sections is
identical. Among the differences appearing in the 1940 plan is the discussion of proposed reconstmction
projects never fulfilled including Unit 5. the Priest"s Office. Quarters and Hospice. An addition to the 1940 text

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section _8_ Page 50

Goliad State Park Historic District
Goliad, Goliad County, Texas

includes description of use of cast stone as a substitute for carved details around the main entrance doorway of
the church. Local limestone had proved too soft for detailed carving. Copies of these manuscripts and maps are
in the White Papers in the Goliad County Library.
Two plans for the museum exist: the Proposed General Plan for Goliad State Park Museum of July 1938.
authored by Hogan. Read and Beard, and an undated draft. The latter is a more detailed plan that includes an
outline of 11 individual exhibits that would "give visitors the full story of the history of Goliad." Both plans
were designed for Unit I. the school-workshop building of five rooms. In addition to the main exhibit area, there
was to be a library and study room with photostats of documents either in swinging screens or in books, a toilet,
a storage room, and a curator's room with a general exhibit and the guest register.
The Memorial Auditorium
In March 1937. Raiford Stripling informed the Advance-Guard that "the foundation lines for the
auditorium were staked by Engineers L. A. Pettus and Cecil Craddock," and that excavation work would begin
in a few days. It is interesting to note that Stripling, Craddock and Pettus were all employed by the National
Park Service, but were also detailed to this Centennial project. Stripling and Vosper served as private-practice
architects for the building and Hugo Villa modeled the sculptures for the main entrance. Gutzon Borglum once
said that Villa, "my assistant for fourteen years can paint and model anything" (Saunders, 1938). Villa, a native
of Italy, had been persuaded to go to work with Vosper at Texas A&M to do figure work on its new buildings in
the early 1930s. His work at Goliad's Mission Espiritu Santo and the Memorial Auditorium was executed with
plaster molds and concrete. Other sculpted details on the building, the inscriptive panels, color spandrels under
the windows, and the flnial on the south elevation were also cast stone. Waste molds for the entire project cost
about $750 (Vosper, n.d.:23).
A water well had been drilled by W. S. Spangle, to a depth of 170 feet. Water from the well was used in
construction of the building and later supplied the completed auditorium. The auditorium site had been relocated
from the first designated site at the suggestion of the National Park Service "in order to harmonize with the
latter's plans of restoring the historic buildings in the park." A San Antonio Express editorial of December 27
contrasted other purely artistic memorials-the Alamo Cenotaph and the San Jacinto Battle Monument-with the
auditorium, which would be a "frequent gathering place for civic, cultural and even business groups, as well as
for purely patriotic societies."" The editorial also discussed the integral stadium, which "will foster the manly
traits which conquered the wildemess" and the third unit of the building, the museum (or foyer) that "will gather
up and preserve many a valuable relic, heirloom, and written record of Texas' heroic and formative ages."
Although the foyer was never utilized as a museum, it served as a gallery that displayed the bronze bust
of Seiiora Alavez (also known as Alvarez or Alvez), regarded as the "Angel of Goliad," sculpted by Villa.
Through the seiiora's intervention, several Texan soldiers were spared execution on the day of the massacre at
La Bahia. Two stories explain the presence of the bust of Alavez now in the Presidio museum. Beth White
wrote in the Goliad Advance-Guard (ca. 1976) that the sculpture was exhibited in the then-newly reconstructed
Zaragoza house. Negotiations between Texas Parks and Wildlife officials and custodians of Presidio La Bahia
resulted in an exchange of two coins from Puebla, Mexico, to be displayed in the Zaragoza house, for the bronze
sculpture. Local oral tradition presents another recent explanation of the location of Seiiora Alavez"s likeness.
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A bronze cannon was found near the Presidio, and the superintendent of Goliad State Historical Park wanted to
display it at Mission Espiritu Santo. The sculpture was installed at the Presidio and the cannon went to the
museum at the park. The sculpture"s original granite base is stored at the maintenance area behind the Goliad
state park's custodian's lodge.
Also exhibited in the foyer of the Memorial Auditorium when it was built was a mural commissioned by
the Texas Relief Commission in 1934 through a CWA-offshoot, the Public Works of Art Program (PWAP).
This New Deal program was "hastily put together to provide needed relief for unemployed artists," and lasted
only seven months in 1934, although this approach evolved into the US Treasury Department's celebrated
Section of Fine Arts. Artists were chosen by a regional committee, given two months to complete their work,
and paid within a scale of $26.50 to $42.50 per week (Carraro. n.d.: 2). Correspondence from Thomas Broad,
design engineer for the relief commission, to Judge White indicated that the Goliad mural, painted for Mission
Espiritu Santo by Austin architect Howard E. "Bubi" Jessen, was being crated and shipped from Austin to
Goliad. Jessen also designed the terrazzo rotunda floor on the Texas State Capitol and other works in Austin
including a lobby mural in the 1933 State Highway Building (NR 1998) and stenciling in the University of
Texas' 1936 Main Library, and auditorium of the 1933 School of Architecture. The Goliad mural, now in the
small museum at the Goliad State Historical Park, has five panels, each portraying different periods in Goliad
history, beginning with Native Americans through the restoration and reconstmction of the missions.
Dedication of the Goliad Memorial Auditorium, held on December 3, 1937, featured a concert by the
Goliad High School band, speeches by Robert Lee Bobbitt, chairman of the State Highway Commission, State
Representative Frank W. Martin, Chairman of the State Board of Control Claude Teer, and Judge White. A
turkey show (both live and dressed) and a historical pageant were also on the program. A turkey barbecue
luncheon was prepared and served to state and county officials by CCC enrollees in the Mission Espiritu Santo
compound. Bobbitt wrote Judge White after the dedication: "The people of Texas are grateful to you personally
and officially and to a host of unselfish citizens of that historic section of Texas for your leadership in important
matters of great historic value to all the citizens of Texas."
Goliad residents remember the dances that were held at the Memorial Auditorium between 1938 and
1941. Pat Bumgartner recalled that well-known musicians Phil Harris, Count Basic, Jimmy Dorsey, Eddie
Fitzgerald. Mac Rodgers, Helen O'Connell. and local Texas bands were featured performers. A group of 25
local residents was organized to provide financial backing for the events. The committee met at the bank, and
each member contributed a portion of the $750 advance fee required by the performing groups. Birdie Walker
remembers that 814 people attended the Phil Harris dance. She said, "It was so crowded you couldn't dance."
The fire marshal refused to admit any additional people to the Vincent Lopez event, according to Adair
Sutherland.
The Memorial Auditorium also was used for high school basketball games in 1939 and 1940, and high
school graduation exercises were held there (Anne Bode, personal communication). Football games were
played on the athlefic field and in 1941, the field served as an arena for two rodeos. In the 1980s, metal-pipe
rodeo pens were built, metal bleachers installed on the east side of the field, and metal sheds were constmcted.
In 1986. a Goliad Sesquicentennial Ball was held to raise funds for the preservation of the auditorium, and in
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1996. an additional fund drive was held. Pledges for contributions were received from private citizens, local
organizations and businesses. The City and County of Goliad both voted to expend approximately $150,000 for
renovation of the building. Extensive refurbishing was completed in 1997. including installation of an air
conditioning system, refinishing the floors, exterior and interior painting, remodeling of the restrooms.
purchasing furnishings for the foyer, installation of flagpoles, landscaping, constmcting a fence, and
replacement of the stage curtains. Inmates from two Texas Department of Criminal Justice facilities provided
some of the labor: the McConnel unit from Beeville did the painting and the Hughes Unit at Gatesville made the
stage curtains.
The Overpass
The Southern Pacific Railroad overpass that served as a dramatic north gateway to Goliad State Park
wasflnishedin 1937. Built in 133 days, the $70,000 overpass was funded through state and federal highway
aid. The resident engineer was T. J. Martin and the Austin Bridge Company built the stmcture. a steel plategirder bridge supported by concrete abutments emerging from the rough stone highway cut. The AdvanceGuard of March 18, 1937 described the project as
really one of the most attractive underpasses in this section of the state. The rock
walls and posts, built of native stone, which line both sides of the concrete paved
driveway, lend much to the attractiveness of Goliad's latest improvement. After
the sloping walls are thoroughly covered with grass and further landscaping is
done with native cactus and shrubs, the drive will be even prettier.
Following abandonment of the Southem Pacific's Victoria to Beeville cutoff west of Fannin, the steel
bridge was removed in 1987, but its abutments as well as ceremonial highway pylons and low stone walls
remain, all Contributing to the historic district.
The Burial Site of Colonel Fannin and His Men
As early as 1926, Judge White realized that the burial site should be purchased, and on May 10, 1926,
the Goliad County Commissioner's Court issued orders stating that
The County Judge be authorized to investigate the title to such spot of ground [the
proposed burial site], and if it rests in Goliad County, as it appears to be from the
information before us. or if the County Judge can secure proper title to such lot,
then he is hereby authorized and instructed to use so much of the iron fence now
enclosing the court house square as shall be necessary to properly inclose this
burial site of Col. Fannin and some of his comrades... (Minutes of Goliad County
Commissioners Court, Book E:194)
According to Beth White in her book Goliad Remembered, "Wallace Fowler, Joseph Wearden and J. A.
White were responsible for purchasing the land and securing a deed and giving it to Goliad County"
(White: 1987:109). Kathryn Stoner O'Connor wTOte in Presidio La Bahia that in 1928 Fowler. Wearden and
White "bought for the county of Goliad two acres of land from Manuel Cabrera, a descendant of early La Bahia
natives" (O'Connor, 1966:160). In February 1928 Lupe and Manuel Cabrera sold the property to Goliad
County for $50 (Goliad County Deed Records, Vol. 54:526). On December 11. 1934. a part of the site was
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deeded to the state highway department by the Commissioners Court (Goliad County Commissioners Court
Minutes, Vol. E:526).
Construction of the memorial at the burial site of Colonel James Walker Fannin and his men was begun
in 1938. The pink granite was prepared at Llano while excavations commenced at the La Bahia site. It had taken
many years, with input from various individuals, to determine where the men were buried. A resident of La
Bahia. Antonio de la Garza (age 79 in 1929), lived across the street from the site that he identified as the grave.
That year he signed an affidavit stating that when he was a young boy, two older residents had pointed out the
site to him. Others who had identified the location included Dr. J. H. Bamard and Judge W. L. Hunter in the
mid-1800s. both massacre survivors, and in the 1920s W. H. Von Dohlen, whose family had lived at La Bahia.
Houston historian L. W. Kemp, a group of Boy Scouts, and finally an anthropologist from the University of
Texas. J. E. Pearce, all eventually contributed to identification of the site chosen for the monument.
Dedication of the monument with two 35-feet tall shafts was on June 4, 1939, the 103"* anniversary of
the burial service that was held by General Thomas J. Rusk in 1836. An impressive ceremony, attended by
about 4,000 people, was closed with echo taps being played from the memorial and the three different areas
where Fannin's men were marched to their deaths (White, 1987:114). Descendants of Fannin's men came from
various states, and speeches were given by D. B. Hardeman, great-grandson of Dr. Bamard, and historian Judge
Harbert Davenport of Brownsville, who had assembled the list of Fannin's men for the monument.
The two American-made cannons that are mounted by theflagpolesapparently were buried by Fannin
when he retreated from the Presidio. Unearthed and secretly taken away from Goliad by two men in 1936, the
cannons were finally returned to Goliad, after much correspondence, advice from lawyers, and, finally, legal
action (White, 1987:114).
The End of the CCC Era
In March 1940 Judge White received word that the CCC camp would be terminated June 30. He wrote
the regional director of the National Park Service in Santa Fe, stating that such closing would leave an
unfinished job at Goliad. Acting regional director Milton McColm answered White's letter informing him that,
in a national program faced with shrinking budgets, the CCC camps that had been chosen for termination were
those where the improvements could be left in usable condition. Congressman Mansfield and Senator Connally
lobbied to retain the camp, but on March 20 NPS officials wired Judge White that the camp would close April
30. They added that if additional time was necessary to complete the museum building. White might be able to
obtain approval for a side camp, a handful of enrollees detached temporarily from their main camp assignment.
White arranged for a meeting in Santa Fe between representatives of the Catholic Church, Bishop Ledvina of
Corpus Christi and La Bahia's priest. Father Palmer, himself, and the regional historian of the National Park
Service. Herbert Neasham. White wanted to work out a cooperative agreement between the Church and NPS.
similar to a recent agreement at San Jose Mission in San Antonio, to foster reconstruction work at Presidio La
Bahia. White had continued to hope that both the fort and the adjoining land could be available for additional
park service activity. Apparently, an agreement did not materialize. On March 20, White wrote to NPS
supervisor of historic sites Ronald F. Lee, informing him that work had not begun at Mission Rosario, which
had been given to Goliad County by William J. O'Connor in 1935 (Goliad County Deed Records, Vol, 77:565).
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or at La Bahia.
The seventh anniversary of the CCC program in the United States was observed with an open house at
the camp by Goliad CCC Company 3822(V) on March 21. On display were several of the 46 skeletons that had
been unearthed during the archeological excavations. At this time, the mission compound was the only known
burial site of the Aranama tribes (Goliad Advance-Guard, March 21,1940:1). The Revised Plan of 1937
records that skulls and long bones of 21 skeletons had been sent to the Peabody Museum at Harvard University
for study; 20 skeletons had been stored after they had been recorded, labeled, and preserved; and five were cast
in plaster and put on display at the museum. At various periods, two buildings in the compound, the CWA
"chapel" and the school-workshop, were used as a temporar)' museum before the small museum building was
completed in 1941.
In April, Superintendent Stripling. Judge White, and County Commissioner Alfred Meyer made a fourday trip to Santa Fe to confer with NPS officials. The CCC camp was granted a six-month extension. Tentative
plans for work to be done in this period specified two projects: construction of the museum and reconstmction
of the priests' quarters. On May 16 Senator Connally sent a telegram to Judge White, the Junior Chamber of
Commerce of Goliad and others informing them of a further extension for the CCC camp. The wire read,
"Pleased to advise that with restoration of funds to CCC for fiscal year 1941 NPS has requested approval to
retain Camp SP-43 Goliad State Park."" The fiscal year was for July 1, 1940 through June 30. 1941.
In December 1940, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt made a one-hour trip through the park with Judge
White and Stripling. That day she had been speaker for the Bronte Club in Victoria, and Goliad was not on her
itinerary, but White invited her to Goliad and she accepted after "hearing of Goliad"s historical importance."
She was welcomed by 1,500 people, including Mercedes Baker Whittington who recalled that she was stationed
in uniform with the entire Goliad Girl Scout troop on both sides of the entrance to the Espiritu Santo church. As
Mrs. Roosevelt came up the walk, the scouts presented their salute (Mercedes Baker Whittington, personal
communication. January 1998). The Goliad Advance-Guard article stated that Mrs. Roosevelt "impressed
ever) one with her charming personality." She complimented a group of CCC men who were working on a
building, saying, " I think the work here is wonderful and I wish to commend each and everyone on the fine
workmanship that is in evidence everywhere.""
In March 1941, three important visitors arrived to inspect the archeological work at Mission Rosario,
which had been underway for a few months: Herbert Evison of NPS offices in Washington. D.C, Hillory
Tolson, NPS regional director, and Milton J. McColm, assistant regional director. Newspapers also reported
news of hostilities in Europe and the country gearing up for war. A peacetime military draft had begun the
previous September and now lists of eligible draftees were published. The director of the CCC camp. Captain
Reed, who had been in Goliad for an unusually long assignment since August 1936, was transferred to
Washington for regular army duty and was replaced by Captain Stovesifier from San Antonio. Soon, news
sources announced that more than 100 CCC camps were to be closed in order for money to be spent on the
national defense program. On April 3, the Goliad Advance-Guard reported that Goliad"s camp was scheduled
for abandonment in the latter part of April, with a possible extension to finish the museum.
The last "Strength Report" by the Civilian Conservation Corps for Goliad was dated April 30, 1941,
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indicating that the camp of 207 men closed shortly after that date. The brochure, Goliad State Park and Historic
Environs. 1941, states "The work of reconstruction of the Mission was suspended with the termination of the
CCC camp in June, 1941." Other documents relate that the veterans" camp moved on May 2 to develop
"Franklin Fields Metropolitan Area" in Olmos Park at San Antonio. The Surplus Property Report of September
30 recommended possible uses for the buildings that "will not be needed for future CCC occupancy."
Roland Beard and a "labor crew" were excavating the mins of Mission Rosario until December when the
Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. Realizing that the mud/clay mortar in the Rosario ruins would disintegrate if
exposed to the elements, and that the site if left open could be vandalized. Beard and his men backfilled the
excavation. The decision to cover up the work was Stripling's as superintendent, for which he claimed he
"caught unmitigated hell for that from Mr. Ickes [Roosevelt's Secretary of the Interior, including the National
Park Service] personally because it was unauthorized work" (Capt, 1981:33).
Post-1941 Activities and Events
In March 1940 Judge White had requested that the NPS give surplus buildings from the camp to Goliad
County. In March 1942, White announced that the county office of the state Department of Public Welfare had
been moved to the "stmcture which during the days of the CCC camp activities here was the Army commissary
and headquarters in the Goliad State Park"" (Goliad Advance-Guard, March 26, 1942:1). Anne Bode recalls that
another building was given a coat of stucco and was used by the Boy Scouts for several years.
After 1942 with departure of the CCC and NPS, the park suffered from a period of decline, under
supervision of the local Goliad State Park Commission with very limited financial support from the state. It can
be assumed that insufficient funds for operation resulted in inadequate security for the facilities and collections.
Maria Allen Mounger wrote of this period that "much damage was done by vandalism and theft, not only to the
stored artifacts but to the buildings themselves. Visitors carved their names on costly restored walls and on
hand hewn wooden stiles, windows were broken, and general disrepair increased" (Mounger, 1959:133).
Judge White, the driving force behind the historical park development, retired as County Judge in 1948.
and died in 1953. He meticulously saved every piece of correspondence, newspaper article, photograph, and
scrap of paper, with important notations relating to his efforts to establish and develop the park. The White
family donated this collection to the Goliad County Library in 1997.
In 1949 through an act of the legislature, responsibility for Goliad State Park passed from the Board of
Control to the State Parks Board. The parks agency offered few new resources, other than stable management
and security within a statewide system, but allowed Maria Mounger to add in 1959 that "since this time the
State Parks Board has repaired the damage and established security measures that will prevent future damage'"
(Mounger, 1959:133). In 1963 the parks board merged with the State Game and Fish Commission to form the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. In 1975 TPWD developed a classification system for state parks,
creating eight categories: recreation areas, historical areas, historical parks, historic sites, historic structures,
fishing piers, natural areas, and natural landmarks. That year the name of state facilities at Goliad changed
officially to Goliad State Historical Park.
Lands within the park boundaries have undergone several changes since 1961. when the state accepted
donation, from the county, of the birthplace site of Mexican General Ignacio Zaragosa, including approximately

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB Approval

No

1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section _8_ Page 56

Goliad State Park Historic District
Goliad, Goliad County, Texas

two acres with house foundation ruins. In 1971 the state deeded back to the city and county its 31.38-acre
parcel containing the Memorial Auditorium, dedicated for "educational use" on the original Master Plan, and in
1972 the city expanded its limits to encompass this tract. In 1979 the state purchased contiguous parcels
adjacent to the Zaragosa House site, west to US 183.
The Presidio La Bahia lay in mins, with exception of its chapel, until 1963 when Kathryn Stoner
O'Conner funded its restoration. Veterans of Goliad reconstmctions, architect Raiford Stripling and archeologist
Roland Beard, supervised this work concluded in 1967, sfill managed by the Catholic Diocese of Victoria.
Substantial TPWD improvement funds came from a state-parks bond program after 1969, and Goliad
State Historical Park thereafter hosted a $200,000 program providing construction of 20 travel-trailer sites, five
screened shelters, a restroom/shower. and a maintenance building. Addifional funding of $180,000 in 1973
added a major remodeling of the headquarters building, construction of 24 additional trailer sites, and a group
shelter across US 183 (reached through the relief-span underpass built in 1949), the nature trail, 14 new picnic
sites, restrooms, 1.5 miles of paved scenic drive, and parking lots. At that time the TPWD Interpretation and
Exhibits Branch also refurbished the church interior and the granary museum, and installed new exhibits.
In 1975 TPWD sponsored a reconstruction of the Zaragosa house, designed by architect Stripling, and in
1979 placed a statue of General Zaragosa and amphitheater southwest of the reconstmcted house. The
conference center and swimming pool complex was added in 1980. and between 1985 and 1987 construction
and repairs continued with stabilization of the CCC-built buildings, road improvements and general
maintenance. In 1996-97 the city and county refurbished and remodeled the Memorial Auditorium. Between
late 1998 and 2000 the Texas Department of Transportation replaced the original connecting link between north
and south areas of the historic district, the Judge J. A. White Bridge. A 48-foot-wide, 580-foot-long concrete
structure, with protected 12-foot pedestrian and bicycle lane, now carries US 183 and a new Goliad Hike and
Bike Trail across the Guadalupe River and Park Road 6.
In November 1997, TPWD with special funding from the Summerlee Foundafion of Dallas initiated
production of a new interpretive master plan for Goliad, linking the state historical park with the Presidio,
Goliad town square, Fannin State Historical Park, and other historic sites in the area. This planning effort was
conducted by TPWD staff and Presidio staff assisted by the Texas Historical Commission and representatives
of local governments and organizations. As one result, numerous private sector historical organizations and
individuals participated in seminars and a symposium hosted by Victoria College in Victoria.
Summary
Statewide Significance of CCC and Centennial work
In comparison to other 1933-42 New Deal projects of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas. Goliad
State Park stands as a monumental endeavor unmatched elsewhere in design and scope. In 1935 Texas hosted
70 CCC camps, one of the largest concentrations in the country, with 30 companies working on park projects
statewide, and the balance assigned to soil conservation and forestry. Although Judge White and the Goliad
park committee secured their CCC camp only in 1935, two years after inauguration of the CCC, they managed
to retain Company 3822(V) a full six years. The majority of park projects in Texas enjoyed CCC development
for only two to four years each, as most camps moved around the state in a relentless game of shifting
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congressional influences. And while most CCC park projects worked under supervision of the State Parks
Board cooperating with the National Park Service, the Goliad effort functioned in reality as a "metropolitan
area"" in NPS jargon, the only Texas "historical" state park developed by NPS through direct cooperation with
the local park committee and the state Board of Control.
By the end of the CCC program in 1942 with 56 state and local parks developed through National Park
Service supervision in Texas, only Goliad offered a substantial Spanish mission reconstmction with elaborate
associated recreation and entertainment attractions. Although other New Deal state park architects incorporated
local historic elements into their CCC-built designs—log cabins at Caddo Lake, Central European stone
residence at Lockhart, Pueblo-style complex at Indian Lodge in the Davis Mountains—CCC work at Goliad
focused on a state-of-the-art reconstruction based on considerable archival and archeological investigation.
Only one other state park. Fort Griffin in Shackelford County, was scheduled for substantial reconstmction, but
that CCC project ended with preparations for World War II, never to be completed.
Total Centennial funding of $100,000 for Goliad's substantial cluster of facilities and monuments
surpassed hundreds of other approved proposals for the 1936 commemoration. The only exceptions exceeding
this figure were $225,000 for a museum in Austin at the University of Texas, $250,000 toward a coliseum and
auditorium (later named for Will Rogers) in Fort Worth, $350,000 for improvements at the Alamo, $1.2 million
for the Texas building at the central exposition in Dallas, and an eventual $1.8 million for the monument and
landscaping at San Jacinto battleground (Monuments Commemorating the Centenary..., 1938: 9-12). Only the
restoration and reconstruction of the Mission San Jose compound in San Antonio, accomplished not by the CCC
but through a number of other 1930s New Deal relief efforts, resembled the finished project at Goliad State
Park, but without Goliad's complete range of historical, recreational and entertainment facilities.
Conclusion
Projects completed during the years 1934-1941 in the Goliad State Park Historic District serve as
enduring legacies left by local relief workers, CCC veterans, architects, construction supervisors, engineers,
archeologists, historians, and Goliad County Judge James Arthur White. The complex remained under local
control of Judge White and the Goliad State Park Commission until transfer to the State Parks Board in 1949.
This recreational landscape and its built environment are highly significant products of President Franklin
Roosevelt's New Deal programs of the 1930s and 1940s, that not only provided work for the unemployed, but
also produced permanent public facilities through roads, parks, recreational areas and interpreted historic sites.
This nomination also relates to the particular preservation and recognition of historic landmarks and sites during
planning, celebration and aftermath of the 1936 Texas Centennial of independence from Mexico. Judge White"s
steadfast perseverance in obtaining assistance from Depression-era state and federal agencies resulted in the
creation at Goliad and La Bahia of a complex of buildings, parklands, roads and historic monuments that are
worthy of preservation, retain high degrees of integrity, and combined as a whole meet criteria A and C for
designation as a historic district in the National Register of Historic Places.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The verbal boundary description for Goliad State Historic Park Historic District is as follows;
Beginning at the most northerly limestone pylon on the northeast side of US Highway
183, .2 mile south of said highway's intersection with US Highway 59, proceed south
along the east boundary of US 183 .25 mile to the northwest corner of the Custodian's
Lodge tract. Thence east 321.7 feet to the northeast corner of said tract. Thence south 290
feet to Ball Park Road and thence east .2 mile on the south side of Ball Park Road.
Thence south along the western boundary of Ball Park Road to the park boundary and
thence east along the curved park boundary as it proceeds to the middle of the San
Antonio River. Thence upstream south and w est along its meanderings to east side of the
J. A. White bridge, thence south approximatelt.3 mile along the east boundary of US 183
to the intersection of Loop 71 East. Thence east .2 mile on the northern boundary of said
road to Cabrera Road, thence north on said road to the east-west (or northern) boundary
fence between La Bahia Cemetery and the Fannin Grave site, thence east along said
fence for 266 feet, thence south along the north-south (or eastern) fence for 393 feet.
Thence west along the southern boundary of the grave site as defined by Garza Road to
the point where said road. Cabrera Road and Loop 71 East intersect. Thence west on the
southern boundary of said Spur to the intersection US 183. thence across the highway,
thence north along the w estern boundary of said highway to a point opposite the point of
beginning, thence across said highway to the centerline of the San Antonio River.
Thence west and north along the meanderings of said river to the north boundary
fenceline of the present state park. Thence east .1 mile to the west boundary of US 183.
thence northerly along the west boundary of said highway to a point opposite the point of
beginning, thence northeasterly across said highway to the point of beginning.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary encompasses 207 acres of land originally deeded to the State of Texas for use as the Goliad State
Historical Park by the City and County of Goliad; the right of way for 1.5 miles deeded to the State for use as a public
road (US 183) and a 1.59 acre tract deeded to the State in 1935. The district also includes Loop 71 East and lands in La
Bahia township adjacent to Presidio La Bahia and including the burial site for James Walker Fannin and his men. The
land, the buildings built and restored by the CCC Company 2833(V), the Memorial Auditorium, the Fannin burial
monument, the roads and the J. A. White Bridge all retain their historic and architectural integrity. The district thus
encompasses a concentration of historic land use from the mid-1700s, beginning with settlement by the Spaniards when
they located the Presidio La Bahia and Mission Espiritu Santo de Zuniga here on the banks of the San Antonio River.
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PHOTO L O G
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by (unknown)
c. 1938
Original print at Market House Museum. Goliad
Highway 29 and CCC camp in foreground, Memorial Auditorium in right background
Photograph 1 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by George Nason, Sr.
c. 1935
Original print at Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Austin
Professional and technical staff of National Park Service project SP-43-T:
left to right. Hugo Villa, sculptor; Bradley Vosper, son of SCP Vosper; George Nason, Jr., son of NPS inspector; L.A. Pettus.
engineer; Raiford Stripling, architect; Cyrus White, stone quarry foreman; Richard Colley, landscape architect; SCP Vosper.
project superintendent; Temple Phinney, architect
Photograph 2 of 21
GOLiAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT
Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Extreme north end of district: US 183 looking south through former railroad underpass
Photograph 3 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 ^
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
CCC-built Custodian's Complex W side, gated entr> into walled compound, and residence on right
Photograph 4 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Memorial Auditorium SW comer, concrete exterior recently painted, grounds recently landscaped
Photograph 5 of 21
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Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Park headquarters/former museum NE comer, entry kiosk on extreme left
Photograph 6 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC

DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Mission Espiritu Santo Church reconstruction SW comer, stone walls. Granary arcade in middle left
Photograph 7 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Mission Espiritu Santo Church interior, looking west
Photograph 8 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC

DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Mission Espiritu Santo Church connection, foreground, to Granery, with espadana, and Mission School-Workshop at right, looking
northwest
Photograph 9 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Mission Espiritu Santo Church exposed'stabilized ruins of Priests Quarters, looking north
Photograph 10 of 21
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Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Restroom (CCC) 1935-1939
Photograph 11 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 ^
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Campground looking from Park Road 6 southwest to San Antonio River
Photograph 12 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by Patsy L ight
2000 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Highway 183 bridge (relief structure over Park Road 6), looking east
Photograph 13 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Conference Center and Swimming Pool Complex, looking east
Photograph 14 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steelv
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Restroom (modem), looking north
Photograph 15 of 21
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Goliad. Goliad County. Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 "
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Judge J.A. White Bridge on Highway 183 (demolished 2000). looking south
Photograph 16 of 21
GOLIAD STATE PARK HLSTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by Patsy Light
2000 ^
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Highway 183 bridge (completed 2000). looking south
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Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by James W. Steely
1997 ^
Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission
Fannin Burial Monument, looking southeast
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Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by Te.xas Highways magazine
1986 "
Negative on file at Texas Department of Transportation
1934 PWAP mural by H.E. Jessen in park museum, left third
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Goliad. Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by Te.xas Highways magazine
1986 ^
Negative on file at Texas Department of Transportation
1934 PWAP mural by H.E. Jessen in park museum, middle third
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GOLIAD STATE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT

Goliad, Goliad County, Texas
Photograph by Te.xas Highway s magazine
1986 ^
Negative on file at Texas Department of Transportation
1934 PWAP mural by H E. Jessen in park museum, right third
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