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1. N A M E O F P R O P E R T Y 
^ 

H I S T O R I C N A M E : St. Louis Southwestem Railway (Cotton Belt) Passenger Depot 

O T H E R N A M E / S I T E N U M B E R : Cotton Belt Depot; Union Depot 

2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T & N U M B E R : 100 block East Oakwood Street, at North Spring Street 

C I T Y / T O W N : Tyler VICINITY: N/A NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A 
S T A T E : TX C O D E : TX C O U N T Y : Smith C O D E : 423 Z I P C O D E : 75702 

3. S T A T E / F E D E R A L A G E N C Y C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend this property be considered 

significant nationally statewidelX locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments). 

Signature^of certifying official 

State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission 

Date 

State or Federal asency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
{ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. NATIGWAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

1 hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet, 

determined eligible for the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet, 

determined not eligible for the National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Date of Aition J 
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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Public-local 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Building 

NiMBER OF RESOURCES W I T H I N PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING 

BUILDINGS 1 0 
STRUCTURES 2 0 
SITES 0 0 
OBJECTS 0 0 

TOTAL 3 0 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Historic and Architectural Resources of Tyler, Texas 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: Transportation: rail-related 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: Work in Progress 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 

MIXED STYLES: 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: PRAIRIE, CRAFTSMAN 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: MISSION REVIVAL 

LATE VICTORIAN: RENAISSANCE REVIVAL 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE 

WALLS BRICK 

ROOF TILE 

OTHER GLASS, CAST STONE, WOOD 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-7) 
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DESCRIPTION 
Located four blocks north and one block east of Tyler's court house square in the city's original industrial 

section, the St. Louis Southwestern Railway (Cotton Beh) Passenger Depot (1905) is on the westem boundary of 
the l&GN (MoPac, Union Pacific) right-of-way and on the southem boundary of the Cotton Belt right-of-way. The 
depot and its adjacent brick-paved parking area and brick paved sidewalk are opposite the now demolished railroad 
roundhouse and surviving altered shops immediately across the tracks to the northeast. A mix of styles, the depot's 
segmented massing and red brick walls with cast stone window sills are reminiscent of the long, low, horizontal 
profiles and facade treatments of Prairie style architecture, while its hipped red tile roof recalls Mission Revival 
style design, and its projecting bay and corresponding dormer, banks of windows and wide overhanging eaves with 
large, visually striking knee braces reference the Craftsman mode. Inside, arched doorways and 10-foot tall eight-
panel doors recall Renaissance Revival style design. With its combination of styles fashionable at the tum of the 
20th century, and its practical, efficient rail oriented plan, the depot is an excellent example of a standard railroad 
station design modified for local needs and tastes. The most striking character defining features are the building's 
massing, plan, fenestration pattems, eave braces, bay and dormer and two-color stained glass transoms. Significant 
interior features include oak door and window surrounds, ticket counter and cage, and a terrazzo floor in the 
passenger waiting room. About 1953, two window openings on the west facade were enlarged to create an 
additional freight door and loading dock. An interior fire in the 1980s caused contained interior damage. Few other 
changes have been made. The historic depot retained a very high degree of integrity during its use by the railroad 
and has been restored in conformance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards using funds provided by the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and the Mass Transit Administration, among 
others. Its primary proposed use is as administrative offices for Tyler Transit. 

GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING 

As the largest city (population 75,450) and seat of government in Smith County, Tyler is about 90 miles 
southeast of Dallas. The surrounding East Texas topography consists of timbered, rolling hills of gray clay and red 
sandy soils. Intermittent creeks water the area before draining into the Sabine and Neches rivers on the north and 
west of town, respectively. The Cotton Belt Depot is on the east edge of downtown Tyler just north of the court 
house square (Map 1) and within the 1857 Hill, Davenport and Caldwell Addition, the city's first known 
subdivision. Sited at the junction of the Cotton Belt right-of-way and the I&GN right-of-way adjacent to East 
Oakwood Street (originally named Common Street) and North Fannin Avenue, the depot served both lines until 
sometime between 1919 and 1928, and is the solitary survivor of Tyler's once bustling railroad commercial district, 
known as The Levee. It remains a prominent visual presence in an area now largely abandoned. Originally 
surrounded on the south, east and west by one- to four-story warehouses, a brick freight depot, wood freight 
warehouses, factories, and railroad hotels, restaurants and other businesses that catered to train men, the depot 
provided a transition point between industrial Tyler to the east and commercial Tyler to the west symbolizing the 
marriage of commerce and manufacturing in Tyler's economy. 

T H E DEPOT 
The Cotton Belt Depot was built in 1905 (Photo 1) from standard plans created by an unknown architect 

or engineer on a long narrow parcel abutting the railroad tracks and the street. The depot is a narrow, rectangular 
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plan, one-story red brick building with a shallowly pitched hipped roof wide overhanging eaves and asymmetrical 
massing divided into two separate sections joined by a covered breezeway that provided passenger and 
baggage/railway express services (Figure 1). The building's long, horizontal form refiects the shape of the site and 
the limited space between the street and the tracks; its location in an industrial area and utilitarian nature precluded 
any landscaping or outdoor amenities. Adjacent to the depot on the west is a Contributing brick paved parking area 
that is an extension of one of Tyler's historic brick streets. In front of the depot is a brick sidewalk. Both these 
structures are close associated with the depot and are contributing features. The hipped red tile roof is embellished 
with tile finials and a projecting hipped dormer rising above a bay that projects onto the platform on the building's 
north elevation. Under the wide eaves are slender wood knee braces resting on cast stone stops. Eaves of the 
passenger portion of the building are supported by 13 knee braces on each of the long walls, and four on the short 
end wall. Eaves in the baggage section have seven braces on each long wall and four on the east end wall. A 
chimney pierces the roof of the dormer and another is found in the baggage section of the building. Wall surfaces 
are well laid up in a common bond pattern with tight joints of consistent width supported by a concrete slab 
foundation that gives the appearance of a low water table. In the west section (passenger) of the depot, double 
hung wood sash windows resting on cast stone sills and topped with fixed pane transoms provide light and air. 
Windows on the south (street) elevation (Photo 2) are arranged in a running bank, interrupted by two pedestrian 
wood doors. On the north (trackside) elevation (Photo 3) the windows are arranged in groups of four, three, two 
and one; one wood pedestrian door provided access to the white passenger waiting room from the red brick 
platform, and another door opened into the ticket counter area. Three windows were originally in the west endwall. 
Two were removed to make room for a wood freight door in 1953 (Photo 4). The baggage (east) section of the 
depot (Photo 5) is more utilitarian than the passenger side, with two large wood freight doors on both the street and 
track sides. A few small wood frame transom windows are tucked under the eaves. Two small windows are found 
on the east end of the baggage section. Offering accessibility to the tracks from Oakwood Street, the breezeway 
(Photo 6) is east of mid point in the building. A wood pedestrian door opens into the passenger section and a wood 
freight door accesses the baggage area from Oakwood Street. Adjacent to the depot on the west is a parking area 
that is an extension of Oakwood Street. First used by carriage and wagons, this Contributing feature became an 
auto parking lot for depot patrons after motorized vehicles supplanted horse and buggy transit. Originally unpaved, 
the parking area was likely paved with red brick when East Oakwood Street was similarly paved prior to 1925. 

Inside, each depot section appears to have been originally divided into two rooms of unequal size. 
Reflecting state laws requiring racial segregation, the passenger waiting area was divided by the projecting bay into 
a larger room for white patrons and a smaller room for African Americans. The ticket counter was located in the 
projecting bay and accessed from the platform by a wood pedestrian door. While a door from the white waiting 
room opened directly to the platform, access to trains from the African American waiting room was via the 
pedestrian door in the breezeway area. In the baggage area, the space was divided into a larger room on the west 
side containing scales in the floor, and a smaller room east of it. Originally the eastem most room was used by the 
Railway Express Company. Later it functioned as space for freighL storage and offices. A small restroom opens 
onto the platform near the east end of the freight section. Original interior finishes in the passenger area included 
oak door and window surrounds, oak wainscoting, an oak ticket counter with iron cage and terrazzo flooring 
(Cooper Interview 2000). Flooring in the scales (west) room of the freight section is brick and located at street 
grade, while the eastern room has a built up concrete slab floor. Wood stoves furnished heat. The dormer area is a 
small store room historically used by employees for rest periods (Cooper Interview 2000). 
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Alterations to the depot are few, and include the removal in 1953 of two west wall windows to create a 
freight door and associated loading dock; erection of interior partitions in the east room of the passenger area 
sometime after 1956 to accommodate offlces for the road foreman, the trainmaster and others; installation at an 
unknown time of a platform-access door in the smaller passenger waiting room; and damage to the passenger area 
interior from a 1980s fire. In addition, all the original glass in the windows was broken out after the railroad ceased 
using the depot, despite the installation of wire mesh over the panes prior to 1986. Under the ownership of the City 
of Tyler since 1988, the depot is undergoing a nearly completed restoration using the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards. In 1999, the Dallas architectural firm ArchiTexas prepared a master plan for the depoL replaced the 
roof underlayment and reinstalled the original tile roof. During that process an inscription was found on the tile 
finial on the dormer that reads " July 3, 1905, C.S. J.S" (Cooper Interview 2000). Also found is an original 
transom window, stored in the dormer. The window design is a running diamond pattern (Figure 2) containing 
reddish glass on an amber ground. Using this example, the City commissioned the replication of the transom 
windows, which will be reinstalled as soon as a tenant occupies the building. Missing clear panes also were 
installed in the original double hung wood frame windows. To comply with the requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), a wheelchair access ramp was built on the Oakwood Street elevation providing access 
to the street side door nearest the west end of the building. A recently fabricated iron rail with the Cotton Belt logo 
encloses the ramp (Photo 7). 

The Tyler architectural firm of Fitzpatrick Butler undertook the interior restoration work, replacing in kind 
the missing 10-foot-tall, arched Renaissance Revival influenced eight-panel doors and arched surrounds in the 
white passenger waiting area, and other moldings and wainscoting. Remaining original surfaces were refinished 
and sheet rock installed. A second arched doorway from the ticket area into a smaller room was created to match 
the original arched doorway. The non-original pedestrian door providing access from the platform to the smaller 
waiting room was removed, the opening reduced to the original window size and a window replicated. New 
interior partitions were installed to accommodate the building's new use as offices (Figure 3), and the ticket 
counter was replicated in the projecting bay. ADA compliant restrooms also were installed. The interior of the 
baggage area is unrestored, as is the dormer, as a tenant/use for these portions of the depot remains unknown. 
Figure 3 shows the current floor plan. 

SUMMARY OF PHYSICAL CONDITION AND INTEGRITY 

With few alterations since its construction in 1905 and a sensitive restoration program underway using the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards, the St. Louis Southwestem Railway (Cotton Belt) Passenger Depot with its 
associated contributing features is an excellent example of a rail transportation related resource. Built from a 
standardized depot plan, the depot blends Prairie, Mission Revival and Craftsman elements on the exterior and 
includes modest Renaissance Revival style interior finishes, the depot's construction displays a high level of 
craftsmanship. The building's exterior and interior character-defining elements—brick and cast stone work, 
window materials and fenestration patterns, and roof and knee braces—are maintained in excellent condition and 
retain a high level of integrity of location, materials, design, workmanship, feeling and association within the 
period of significance. 
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8. S T A T E M E N T OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A P P L I C A B L E NATIONAL R E G I S T E R C R I T E R I A 

X A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

BROAD PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

_ B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL 

DISTINCTION. 

_ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR 

HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS (EXCEPTIONS): N / A 

A R E A S OF SIGNIFICANCE: Community Planning and Development; Architecture 

PERIOD(S) O F SIGNIFICANCE: 1905-1950 

SIGNIFICANT D A T E S : 1905 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON(S): N / A 

C U L T U R A L A F F I L I A T I O N : N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: St. Louis Southwestem Railway ofTexas 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-8 through 8-16) 

9. M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheets 9-17 through 9-20) 

PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY L O C A T I O N O F ADDITIONAL DATA: 

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local govemment 
_ University 
X Other - Specify Repository: Diane E. Williams, P. O. Box 49921, Austin, TX 78765 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The St. Louis Southwestem Railway (Cotton Belt) Passenger Depot is Tyler's oldest surviving rail-related 
building and the only one reflective of daily rail operations for passengers, railway express and freight customers. 
Built in 1905 from standardized plans, the depot is a mix of Prairie, Mission Revival and Craftsman design 
elements with modest interior Renaissance Revival style features. Its plan and stylistic treatment conform to 19th 
and early 20th century standard depot plans built throughout the country. The depot is significant for its 
architecture and for its associations with the railroad's role in Tyler's development. Related to the historic context 
Community Development in Tyler, Smith County, Texas I946-I960, the depot is categorized as a transportation, 
rail-related resource with mixed stylistic influences, which is defined in more detail in the Historic and 
Architectural Resources of Tyler, Texas Multiple Property National Register nomination. No other similar 
examples exist in Tyler. The Cotton Belt depot is maintained in excellent condition and retains a high degree of 
integrity. It derives its primary significance from its architectural form and its contributions to the interrelated 
network of railroad service, agricultural diversification and the expansion of manufacturing and petroleum 
extraction, all vital factors in Tyler's economic and community development. For these reasons, it is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the local level under Criteria A and C in the areas of 
significance of social history and architecture within a period of significance extending from 1905 to 1950. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND T H E RAILROAD 

Settled in 1846, when Smith County was created from Nacogdoches County, Tyler incorporated in 1850 
and served as the seat of Smith County as well as the site of branches of State and Federal courts. From the 
beginning, agriculture was Smith County's primary industry, and it remained a major economic factor through the 
early 1940s. Rail transportation expanded Tyler's county prominence and fueled growth as the hub of a network of 
local and regional routes that developed over time into county, state and U.S. highways, and replaced unreliable 
and inefficient antebellum steamboat service to New Orleans via flat boats embarking from Belzora, about 20 miles 
north of Tyler on the Sabine River (Tyler Public Library a). The railroad supported the diversification of Tyler's 
economy, including industrialization and manufacturing begun during the Civil War and agricultural expansion, 
which appeared in the immediate post-war era. The growing economy brought more residents to Tyler, fostering 
retail expansion, subdivisions and a supply of mass produced building materials for Tyler's developing 
neighborhoods. 

The St. Louis Southwestem Railway (Cotton Belt) had its beginnings in 1871 when Confederate veteran 
and Tyler businessman James P. Douglas organized the Tyler Tap Railroad with a group of prominent Tyler 
citizens. The Tyler Tap's mission was to bring rail service to Tyler by linking with either the Texas & Pacific line 
or the Intemational & Great Northem (I&GN) Railroad's line, which the community hoped would come through 
Tyler. When the l&GN routed their main line through Troup, southeast of Tyler, citizens clamored for service, and 
the l&GN buih a terminal trunk line from Troup to Tyler, initiating service in 1873. Meanwhile, Tyler Tap 
investors continued their quest for main line rail service, building northeast and connecting with the Texas & 
Pacific in 1877. After reaching Big Sandy, other investors became interested in the Tyler Tap, including J.W. 
Paramore and R.C. Kerens of St. Louis (Reed:412-413). "During the entire life of this little railroad, it remained 
strictly a community enterprise, built by local capital, augmented by state aid in the form of 298 land certificates, 
totaling 190,720 acres, and officered [sic] and manned by local people" (Anderson:9). In 1878 the 
Tyler Tap reorganized into the Texas and St. Louis Railway Co. with James P. Douglas as president, and James W. 
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Paramore, Financial Agent. The board of directors was composed of W. M. Senter, J. L. Sloss, M.C. Humphrey, 
J.D. Goldman, all of St. Louis, and C. Goodman, J. H. Brown and Alfred W. Ferguson of Tyler. This small line 
with 21 miles of completed track and another 50 miles of graded roadbed became a major rail company called, 
after several reorganizations and name changes, the St. Louis Southwestern Railway ofTexas. Known colloquially 
as the Cotton BeU, it operated in concert with the portion of the line outside Texas, which eventually stretched 
northeast through Arkansas, Missouri and Illinois. The line initially shipped cotton from Texas and Arkansas to the 
growing compresses, warehouses and markets of St. Louis (Reed:413), expanding service over the coming decades 
to include fruit, truck, dairy products, livestock and meat products, fumiture, clothing, canned goods, rail car 
components and other manufactured items as agriculture became more diversified and industrialization and 
manufacturing gained importance throughout Texas. By 1880 tracks of what would become the Cotton Belt 
stretched from Athens, 27 miles west of Tyler, to Texarkana. In 1881 track was extended west from Athens 
through Corsicana, reaching Gatesville in 1882 (Figure 4). By the early 1880s, Tyler was served not only by a 
trunk line of the I&GN, but by a growing inter-state railway headed by a Tyler resident with headquarters in the 
city. 

Not content to rest on his achievement with the Cotton Belt, Douglas resigned his post as president in 1880 
to organize the Kansas and Gulf Short Line. It served the growing lumber industries in counties south and east of 
Tyler. The original Cotton Belt hospital was completed at Tyler in 1888 (Anderson:36) and operated for 17 years 
at its West Elm and the Cotton Belt tracks location; it is no longer extant. 1 Locomotive and rail car shops also 
were built at Tyler and the original wood shops were staffed by about 100 to 150 men (Smith County Historical 
Society a). Despite all this, debts mounted and in 1887 the line converted to standard gauge to improve solvency. 
When that failed, the company reorganized in 1891 as the St. Louis Southwestem Railway ofTexas with 
headquarters (Figure 5) in Tyler (Reed:42I) and control over the Texas portion of the line. Another company was 
created to handle the sections of track built in Arkansas, Missouri and Illinois. Simultaneously, the Tyler 
Southeastern Railway Co. was created, taking over Douglas' Kansas and Gulf Short Line; in time this became 
known locally as the Lufkin branch of the Cotton Belt. 

With expanding business the Cotton Belt built a larger service infrastmcture in Tyler. In 1898 the railroad 
converted its wood fired locomofives to oil, using petroleum from Texas' first commercial oil field in Corsicana, 
about 80 west of Tyler. That same year the line constructed new locomotive repair shops at Tyler. The Cotton Belt 
was a primary economic force, providing salaries for workers, a means to ship farm products, manufactured goods 
and bolster local retail sales. That the Cotton Belt was important to Tyler is evidenced by a City sponsored banquet 
given in early December 1897 for Cotton Belt officers and employees citing "immense benefits that have accrued 
to Tyler and Smith county [sic] on account of the Cotton Beh Railway...." (Tyler Public Library b: 12-4-1897). The 
railroad provided about $576,000 a year in salaries, more than the value of the entire cotton crop for 1897, and the 

' Tradition says that a railroad hospital operated in the house at 223 East Chamwood Street. Deed records 
show a railroad hospital south and west of the present intersection of East Chamwood Street and South Fannin 
Avenue (Smith County Deed Records), but do not identify the railroad affiliation. 
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presence of so many railroad employees furnished local "...farmers and gardeners with a market for vegetables and 
produce..." (Tyler Public Library b: 12-4-1897). The northeast section of town developed with the homes of 
railroad workers. In 1900 Tyler entered a 30-year period of prosperity centered around the success of its railroads. 
At that time the Cotton Belt had about 600 miles of track in Texas, and its Texas headquarters were in Tyler, 
located at the west end of Ferguson Street (UT Austin, CAH a; Smith County Historical Society b) adjacent to the 
Lufkin Branch tracks. The shipment of agricultural products continued to grow in the early 1900s, with the spring 
and summer shipment of hundreds of carloads of peaches, tomatoes and berries. Tyler businesses included 
canneries, packing houses, storage sheds and warehouses, wholesale groceries, factories, railroad car and 
equipment fabricators, lumber yards and planing mills, and booming legal and mercantile sectors. Suburban 
development expanded with varied residential construction in areas all around the original city center. Rail service 
made all this possible, providing quick and reliable passenger service. It also allowed shipment of local products 
and the receipt of goods manufactured elsewhere, including all types of mass produced and specialty building 
materials such as stained glass, carved newel posts, and plumbing fixtures, as well as labor saving appliances, 
machinery and tools. 

About 1904, Cotton Belt executives, always seeking better management practices and higher profits, 
announced plans to relocate the line's headquarters and shops to Texarkana. The City of Tyler sued the railroad 
"...on the ground that in consideration of the purchase of 12 acres by the citizens of Tyler for railroad purposes, the 
company agreed to maintain perpetually general offices and shops at Tyler (Reed:421). After a lengthy trial that 
the railroad won, and an appeal it lost, the Cotton Belt was directed to retain its headquarters and shops in Tyler. 
Not only did the railroad lose this battle, it was ordered in 1904 by the Texas Railroad Commission to erect "...a 
proper, ample and commodious passenger depot for the accommodation of the travelling public commensurate with 
the needs of said city and of the travelling public" (City of Tyler b), to replace the "...inadequate old frame building 
that was a disgrace, alike, to the city and the Company" (Texas State Library a). The railroad responded promptly 
and in 1905 built on the north side of Oakwood Street (then called Common Street) a small brick depot. Having lost 
their bid to move their shops and headquarters, the Cotton Belt expanded the shops in 1910, more than doubling 
capacity at a cost of more than $200,000 (Texas State Library a). Just northeast of the town square, the new depot 
was the heart of the small but bustling railroad district: railroad shops and roundhouse to the north of the tracks and 
the railroad commercial district known as The Levee (Figure 6) immediately south. A one-story brick freight 
depot with office space was built by the Cotton Belt at about the same time as the passenger station. It was located 
west of the passenger depot on the south side of Oakwood Street west of Spring Street adjacent to the Cotton Belt 
tracks. Still shown on Sanbom maps in 1948, the Cotton Belt freight depot is no longer extant. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, the Cotton Bek contributed significant community income through salaries 
and taxes, and Cotton Belt employees continued to foster the development of northeast Tyler, an area situated just 
north of the shops, roundhouse and yards. In 1923 the railroad had a Tyler payroll of $2,290,000 and employed 
1,543 people. By 1927 the number of employees had dropped to 1,055 and the payroll to $1,717,751, and by 1935 
employment and payroll had further dropped to 711 people who received a total of $1,124,277. A big water 
consumer, the railroad routinely paid, during the 1930s, more than $10,000 a year to the city water department. 
Cotton Beh taxes for 1936 included $13,500 to the City of Tyler, $16,800 to Smith County and $500 to the Bullard 
Independent School District (Tyler Public Library a). Cotton, corn, fruiL vegetables and nuts and timber products 
were the primary crops shipped from Tyler through the 1930s. In 1932, the Southem Pacific Railroad and the 
Cotton Belt merged, with the Cotton Belt permitted to retain its separate identity, headquarters and shops in Tyler. 
Throughout the decade the railroad served Smith County farmers, Tyler's agricultural related businesses and its 
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manufacturing concems, despite the decline of the timber industry and the rise of highway trucking and airline 
service. With the discovery of oil in the east Texas in 1930-31, the railroad picked up new business transporting 
pipe, steel, iron, and machinery and equipment needed in the booming oil field, as well as building materials for 
Tyler's exploding suburbs. Inaugurating fast freight service on its Blue Streak Merchandisers, the Cotton Belt and 
Southem Pacific lines shipped goods, manufactured parts and equipment from Midwest factories to West Coast 
assembly plants in just two days, and offered next day service to any point on the Cotton Belt line. Despite this, the 
line found itself insolvent in 1935, and the Southem Pacific and the Cotton Belt filed for reorganization in Federal 
court (Reed:422). Debts were paid in 1947, and the Cotton Beh continued its highly successful Blue Streak 
Merchandiser service. In the early 1950s, Cotton Belt officials built a new headquarters building on West Front 
Street in Tyler. Costing about $1.5 million, the three story brick building melds Art Deco classicism with 
International style simplicity and was considered "ultra-modem" with air conditioning and an acre of space on 
three floors. Dedicated in 1955, the Cotton Belt Building consolidated "...personnel in Tyler which for many years 
had been housed in various buildings throughout the city...(Anderson:92); it is currently used by Smith County as 
its tax office and archives. The Cotton Belt headquarters, the depot and two altered shop buildings and a shed are 
all that remain of what was Tyler's single most important business. 

T Y L E R ' S DEPOT 

Tyler's Cotton Belt Depot was built in 1905 in response to state and local demands to replace the original 
1880s depot with a better, more functional facility. As it happened, construction coincided with a steadily 
expanding local economy, population increases and a prosperous citizenry, brought about to a large extent by the 
symbiosis of transportation and the economy. The depot was originally used as a union depot by the Cotton Belt 
and the l&GN (Tyler Public Library d and e), and it is conveniently located at the junction of the east-west Cotton 
Belt right-of-way and the north-south I&GN right-of-way. The depot appears to have continued to serve I&GN 
passengers until the 1920s, when the I&GN built a freight depot (or remodeled an existing warehouse into a depot) 
on North Fannin Avenue between East Ferguson and East Locust streets. From that time on the Cotton Belt depot 
served only Cotton Belt customers. According to Gerald Cooper, Chairman of the Smith County chapter of the 
Cotton Belt Historical Rail Society, the I&GN's wooden depot was primarily for freighL and to house agents. 
I&GN passenger service northward was limited, serving only Mineola and Greenville (Cooper Interview 2000), so 
there was no need for a separate passenger depot. Throughout its existence, the Cotton Belt depot is identified on 
Sanbom maps as the St. Louis Southwestern Railway passenger depot. According to Sanbom maps, sometime in 
the 1930s the baggage and railway express rooms were converted to freight use and railway express offices moved 
across Oakwood Street to a building in The Levee commercial district. Passengers filed in and out of the depot for 
51 years, using the separate white and "colored" waiting rooms until April 22, 1956, when the last passenger train 
on the line made its final run through Tyler. Thus ended 83 years of direct passenger rail service to the community. 
Thereafter the depot was used solely for freight, railroad operations and storage. In 1986 all operations ceased and 
in 1988 the Cotton Belt gave the depot to the City of Tyler, which, in 1994, purchased the land on which it and the 
adjacent parking area and brick sidewalk sit. 

The Cotton Belt railroad provided Tyler its principal rail connection between 1877 and 1956, and 
designated the city as its general offices headquarters and location of major locomotive and car repair shops from 
1891 until well after the end of the historic period. While not the first to provide service, the Cotton Belt was 
always the more important of the two roads to Tyler. It was a sentimental favorite for its origins under local 
leadership, but more importantly, it was a practical favorite for its role as a primary economic force, providing 
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more than 1,500 jobs at the peak of its prosperity, handling the bulk of Tyler's incoming and outgoing freight and 
fostering community growth and development. The impact of the I&GN on Tyler is less dramatic, but its presence 
improved competition and offered an altemative for shippers. It may have even fiieled the rivalry between Tyler 
and Palestine, which was in the 19th century the larger of the two communities and the headquarters of the I&GN. 

The depot's designer is unknown. More important is the depot's form and layout, which incorporate many 
features of late 19th and early 20th century standard depot plans, and thus can be best identified and understood for 
the typical elements it includes rather than for its identification with a specific architect. A long-time Cotton Belt 
public relations official, Marshall Hamill, confirmed that the Tyler depot is a standard rail depot design, and that 
the plans were housed in Houston until they were destroyed sometime after 1990 by the Southem Pacific Railroad, 
the Cotton Belt's parent company (Cooper lnterview:2000).2 Further research shows that the depot typifies depot 
design of the late 19th and early 20th centuries modified for the specifics of location, community size and local 
setting. Through its design features it is associated with railroad design and depots all across the country and thus 
reflects nationwide trends of its era. The first local mention found of the depot occurs in the Tyler City Council 
minutes from June 1904, which record the City's granting the Cotton Beh the right to use a 10 foot wide by 200 
foot long portion of Oakwood Street to extend the size of the narrow building site (Figure 7) to a point where it 
would be sufficient for the depot (City of Tyler b). The railroad later purchased this sliver of land. By January 17, 
1905 plans and specifications for the building were submitted to the City of Tyler and favorably received (City of 
Tyler b); these plans have not been located. Deed records mention the depot grounds at their current location as 
early as February 1905. To improve pedestrian access to the new depoL sidewalk repair from the square to the 
depot was approved in May 1905 in accord with a recent sidewalk ordinance (City of Tyler b). By August 31, 
1905 the depot was operational (Tyler Public Library c), and the first passenger ticket agent. Cliff Bowman, moved 
into offices there (Tyler Public Library c). The depot was still serving both Cotton Belt and I&GN lines in 1910, 
when A.B. Stringer was the joint passenger agent, Charles J. Brogan was the Assistant Ticket Agent, and P. James 
was the station baggage master (Tyler Public Library d). 

The Tyler depot is one of the few remaining stations on the Texas portion of the Cotton Belt line, and is 
one of fewer than 10 known Texas survivors that remain on their original sites; the wood Grapevine depot (NR 
1997) is one National Register listed Cotton Belt depot in Texas. Two additional Cotton Belt depots, one in Bullard 
and one in Brownsboro have been moved and thus have lost their historical associations and integrity. Some of the 
surviving depots are of brick construction, others of wood, and still others a mixture. Most are more modest than 
Tyler's depot and do not reflect the same stylistic characteristics. Of the many other railroad related buildings 
erected in Tyler since 1873, only the 1953 Cotton Beh Building on West Front Street, built to house the company's 
administrative offices survives intact. Two Cotton Belt repair shops remain north of the tracks, but they are altered. 
One is used by a fertilizer company and the other by a seed firm. A metal shed where locomotives and cars were 

Information from personal correspondence cited in the Cotton Belt Railroad and Industrial District 
Historic District MPS (NR 1997) for Grapevine, Texas, states three standard depot designs were used by the Cotton 
Belt, but this data has not been otherwise verified. 
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repaired also remains; it is abandoned and deteriorating. The brick round house surveyed in 1994 was demolished 
in 1999. The Cotton Belt's 1891 administrative offices east of North Palace Avenue between Erwin and Ferguson 
streets were demolished many years ago; a surviving freight portion was razed about 1997. The circa 1905 brick 
freight depot west of the passenger station and various wood freight sheds and warehouses east and north of the 
passenger depot all have been demolished. The Cotton Belt hospital, near North Palace and West Elm west of 
downtown, operated from 1888 until 1905 and was later demolished, and the I&GN's 1920s wood depot was razed 
in the 1970s. 

STANDARD PLANS, ARCHITECTURAL TRENDS AND T H E DEPOT 

As railroads expanded across the country in the 19th century, railroad executives sought ways to reduce the 
costs associated with rail service and increase profits. One strategy involved the development of standard plans for 
all rail related buildings and stmctures based on practical criteria. While these plans had the potential to result in 
repethive forms, modification of standard plans based on the size of the community, geographical location, locally 
favored building materials, site considerations, and then current architectural trends all provided the opportunity for 
individualization of railroad buildings. Every major American railroad developed or used "...a typological set of 
standardized plans, graduated according to size" (UT Austin PCL b:68), created by architects or engineers in their 
employ. These plans emphasized interior and exterior function relative to type and use, and by building standard 
forms, railways identified plan types, materials and locations for maintenance ease and economy. Despite their 
basic similarities, stylistic embellishment was not forsaken, as railroad executives understood that "...while the 
depot belonged legally to the railroad company, it belonged emotionally to the townspeople it served" 
(Stilgoe: 195). Rail-related buildings and structures were classified by type as early as 1893 by Walter G. Berg, 
C.E., the principal assistant engineer for the Lehigh Valley Railroad (Pennsylvania) in his book Buildings and 
Structures of American Railroads. In this work is revealed a remarkable consistency of features, floor plans and 
exterior elements that cut across regional, material, stylistic and individual company lines. Study of plans and 
elevations for groups of buildings and structures, such as bridges, sheds, platforms, depots, and other necessary 
constructions show the engineering and design solutions developed by and for the railroad business and explain 
why specific features appear in countless rail-related buildings and structures throughout the United States. Within 
Berg's depot category are flag depots (where no regular stops are scheduled and passengers must flag down the 
train) most often built in small towns, combination depots for use in towns and small cities (with passenger and 
freight functions), local passenger depots for towns and small cities, suburban depots for larger cities, and terminals 
for major urban centers. In terms of use during most of the historic period, Tyler's Cotton Belt depot is a local 
depot type, but its plan is a derivative of both combination depot and local passenger depot types. Tyler's Cotton 
Belt depot includes features used on hundreds of depots throughout the country modified by railroad budgets, and 
local needs, building traditions and then-current architectural forms. 

The combination depot was a highly popular and widely built depot plan nationwide. In 1916 it was 
estimated that approximately 85,000 combination plans were in use, with 80,000 or so costing less than $25,000 
each (Droege:259). The combination depot plan was guided by a need for neatness, economy (Droege;259) and the 
efficient use of space. Typically rectangular with the long axis parallel to the tracks, waiting rooms and ticket 
counter are grouped at one end of the building, and baggage and/or freight areas are at the other end of the 
building. The local passenger depot utilized more plan variety including two-story depots, square or massed plans 
and off-set, diagonal plans. However, a few combination plans and local passenger plans have similar layouts and 
specifications (UT Austin APL a:252) illustrating the inter-relatedness of the two types. A large number of both 
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combination and local passenger depots use a tripartite plan with a projecting bay on the platform side; some 
designs feature a small, second story dormer over the bay. The bay holds the ticket office, and divides the 
remaining space into either two waiting rooms and a baggage/freight room, or a waiting room and a 
baggage/freight room (Figure 8). In larger stations outside the South the two waiting rooms were designated for 
"ladies" and "gentlemen," while in the South, state laws required separate waiting rooms for white and African 
American passengers (Grant: 35). In larger combination depots, a freight room was added to the three-room 
passenger waiting area, at one end of the building, sometimes separated from the passenger area by an express 
office (Figure 9). Other combination plans included living space for the ticket agent or station master. Exterior 
treatment of combination plans, include as the dominant feature of the trackside facade 

...the projecting Operator's Bay, which enables the agent to see down the track in either 
direction....New railroad construction in Texas accelerated in the late 19th century at the same time 
that the combination depot dominates railway depot construction. For this reason, Texas has an 
endless variety of the typical combination depots that represent the last domain of railroad 
expansion. Despite the standardization of plans, Texas combination depots e.>diibit architectural 
distinctiveness with a multiplicity of materials and styles. This exemplifies a growing effort by 
railway lines to counteract standardization by expressing local flavor and civic pride. In 
combination depots of wood construction distinctiveness was achieved through vertical and 
horizontal siding, paint color, roof shape and architectural embellishments most often appearing in 
the form of carved wood brackets. County seats' combination depots favored brick construction 
with Italianate style details... (UT Austin PCL b:70-71), water tables, stone lintels, sills,...double 
hung windows...and leaded glass transoms. 

The Tyler depot blends elements of the combination plan with a double-building local passenger depot 
plan, modified to fit local conditions. Following standard combination designs, the building's long-axis is oriented 
to the tracks. Referencing a double building local passenger depot design, the space is divided into two separate 
buildings joined by a breezeway. In the passenger (west) building is a three-room area containing two waiting 
rooms and on the trackside facade, a projecting ticket bay and a roof dormer above it. The baggage and express 
service areas are in the east building. While baggage and express services are a type of freighL they are usually 
associated with passengers and do not include major freight categories. With Tyler's tremendous agricultural 
output and growing manufacturing base, combining major freight functions in one depot was unworkable. 
However, sometime in the 1930s, the baggage/express area was devoted to expanded freight use, as railway 
express demand grew and that office located outside the depot. But major freight operations continued to be 
handled at the brick freight depot down the block to the west. Comparing Figure 9, the Farmersville, Texas and 
Brownwood, Texas combination depots, built from the same standardized plan by the Texas, Gulf, Colorado & 
Santa Fe line before 1893, reveals its similarity to Tyler's depot plan (Figure 1), and shows how easily 
standardized designs could be modified to varying local conditions. In Tyler's depot the gentlemen's waiting room 
was designated for white patrons, and the ladies waiting area was assigned to African American passengers. The 
size of the freight room shown in Figure 9 was reduced at Tyler and the uses divided between baggage at the west 
end and railway express service at the east end. The express office shown in Figure 9 corresponds to the location 
of the breezeway in Tyler's depot plan. Figure 10 shows a local passenger depot with a "covered 
passageway...under one continuous roof (UT Austin APL:290). Its two buildings correspond to Tyler's two 
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section depot, but the plan of each section is massed rather than rectangular, and uses in the non-passenger section 
are more complex. Figure 10 further illustrates the universality of standardized plans and the ease with which they 
could be modified, intermingled and individualized. Interior architectural detailing references Renaissance Revival 
styling in a modestly executed round-arch doorway and eight-panel door that provides access from the ticket 
counter area into the white passenger waiting room. A second identical door and opening was created during the 
restoration of the depot to provide access into the former African American waiting room area. 

The exterior of Tyler's depot also refiects standardized construction, and while it does not display Italianate 
forms as cited above, which were well out of fashion by 1905, it is of brick construction, has the projecting 
trackside bay, and includes the large triangular wood knee braces commonly seen on wood, as well as brick, 
depots. Figure 11 shows typical exterior treatments incorporating wide eaves and knee braces. Figure 12 includes 
those features plus a projecting trackside bay. One of the most distinctive features of depot design in general, and 
the Tyler depot in particular, the knee braces, are a functional decoration, if such a contradictory term may be used, 
that provides support for the wide, sheltering eaves. Such eaves and braces were utilized in depot construction as 
early as the 1860s in England (Barman:41, 44), and grew out of the need to support wide eaves providing 
protection for passengers standing on a platform. While the braces support, they also reference the Craftsman 
style, which was very fashionable in 1905. Other distinctive features that individualize the depot are the broad, 
gently sloping roof form most often associated with Prairie School architecture, and the tile roof with finials often 
seen on Mission Revival style buildings. Both Prairie and Mission styles were popular early 20th century modes 
for domestic buildings, and the Mission Revival was widely applied to schools, commercial buildings and depots as 
well. The Tyler depot's red brick construction references not only railroad companies' pre-determined materials 
choice for county seats, but Tyler's, and all of East Texas' Southem heritage. A concrete foundation doubles as a 
water table, the building's knee braces are supported on cast stone stops, and cast stone sills define the double hung 
wood sash windows, which originally were topped with bi-color, leaded glass transoms. In these ways the depot's 
internal spatial arrangement and architectural features not only individualize the standard plan, but strongly link the 
depot with contemporaneous depots throughout Texas and the nation. 

Tyler's prominence as a county seat, its population of more than 8,000 people in 1900, and its location as 
the headquarters for the Cotton Belt line certainly suggests the appropriateness of a bigger, grander depot, along the 
lines of a suburban depoL or a large local depot as defined by Berg. But in 1905 the Cotton Beh, like many other 
railroads, was expanding its territory and also attempting to improve efficiency and profits. It also was involved in 
an expensive legal battle with the City of Tyler, and as a result was likely looking for a relatively inexpensive way 
to comply with the Railroad Commission's unwelcome order to build a new depot. Perhaps local uncertainty and 
resentment accounts for the dearth of local coverage regarding the depot's construction. Despite its modest size 
and birth during a time of legal adversity, Tyler's Cotton Belt depot served the passenger community for more than 
50 years and continued as a freight and office building for another 30 years, maintaining a highly visible profile 
that gained visual and historical prominence with the demolifion of all its neighboring rail-related buildings. The 
depot shown in Figure 9 (the Farmersville, Texas and Brownwood, Texas stations) is described by Berg as 
"..having a very good ground-plan layout, and the cheapness and simplicity of the design renders it particularly 
adapted for pioneer railroads, or where a cheap but practical structure is desired" (UT Austin APL:334). Tyler's 
depot closely resembles this plan, working well on its narrow site, and containing adequate, if not commodious, 
space, features and amenities. Tyler's depot is a good representative example of standardized depot construction of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and illustrates the tremendous flexibility of standardized designs in meeting 
the challenges of site, function and local needs. It is also one of the few surviving rail-related resources in Tyler, 
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and the only one directly associated with Tyler's community development and day-to-day passenger activities 
during the historic period. 

JUSTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The St. Louis Southwestem (Cotton Belt) Railway Passenger Depot is an important local landmark 
signifying the role of rail service in Tyler's growth and development. Built in 1905 from a mix of standard depot 
designs using a combination of Prairie, Craftsman, Mission Revival and Renaissance Revival forms, the depot 
served Tyler for 81 years providing passenger service, baggage check and railway express services. The depot is 
one of only five remaining rail related resources in the city, and the only one to represent day-to-day passenger and 
freight operations. It retains high levels of integrity of location, materials, design, workmanship, feeling and 
association within the period of significance and is maintained in excellent condition. Its setting has been affected 
by the demolition of nearby rail-related buildings and The Levee commercial district, but as the historical focal 
point and sole survivor of The Levee area, the depot remains Tyler's most significant surviving rail-related 
resource. The boundaries of the nominated property conform to the extant building, adjacent parking area and 
sidewalk and the historical boundaries of the land on which they are located. The depot conveys not only the rich 
heritage of early 20th century architectural styling, but provides an understanding of 19th and early 20th century 
railroad depot design, and the railroad's desire to build economically while promoting itself as progressive and 
sensitive to then current trends in architectural taste and community needs. The nominated property is significant as 
the only surviving rail depot in the city, reflecting the vital role rail service played in community development and 
recalling a vanished rail-oriented way of life. Through a sensitive restoration project using the Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards, and partially funded by the City of Tyler and ISTEA, the non-original pedestrian door 
installed at an unknown time on the platform side of the depot has been removed and the opening converted to a 
window. The 1953 conversion of two windows in the west end wall to a freight door remains as does the small, 
adjacent loading dock. Compatible with the other freight doors in the building, it reflects the changing needs and 
conditions of rail service in the immediate post-historic period. Interior finishes also have been restored, with 
damaged or missing elements replicated and internal space arrangements modified somewhat for current office 
needs. New interior partitions will allow the depot's use as offices for Tyler Transit. These changes respect the 
original and restored interior historic fabric and do not detract from the integrity of the building. For these reasons 
the St. Louis Southwestern (Cotton Belt) Railway Passenger Depot is eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion C at the local level of significance. The depot also is significant for its associations 
with the impact of rail service on Tyler's economic and community development. For these reasons the depot is 
eligible for listing under Criterion A at the local level of significance. 

The depot was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as part of the City of Tyler's 
successful ISTEA grant application process. It is worthy of preservation as a highly intact local landmark that 
through its depot function documents the relationship between rail service, economics and development patterns 
and provides interpretation of social and architectural trends between 1905 and 1950, the date the depot ceased 
passenger operations, linking the city's heritage with the present. 
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Williams. Diane E. 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Tyler, Smith County, Texas. Multiple Property 

Nomination, 2000. 

Woldert, Albert, Dr. A History of Tyler and Smith County, Texas. San Antonio, The Naylor Company, 1948. 

Zlatkovich, Charles P. Texas Railroads: A Record of Construction and Abandonment. Austin,TX: Texas State 
Historical Association, Bureau of Business Research, 1981. 

Interviews 
Butler, Mike. Personal interview with Diane Williams, November 18, 1999. 
Cooper, Gerald. Personal interview with Diane Williams, January 10, 2000. 
Ward, Bill. Personal interview with Diane Williams, November 18, 1999. 

Visual Documentation 
Cooper, Gerald. Chairman, Smith County Chapter, Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Whitehouse, Texas. 

Smith County Historical Society, Tyler, Texas, 
a) Photographs and postcards. 

University ofTexas at Austin, Architecture and Planning Library. 
a) Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. A Reference Book for 

Railroad Managers, Superintendents, Master Mechanics, Engineers, Architects, and 
Students. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1893, on microfilm. 

Williams, Diane E. 
a) Photographs. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: Less than one acre. 

UTM REFERENCES: 15/2837700 3581840 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: (see continuation sheet 10-21) 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: (see continuation sheet 10-21) 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME/TITLE: Diane Elizabeth Williams (Architectural Historian) 

ORGANIZATION: for the City of Tyler, Texas, and Historic Tyler, Inc. DATE: July 14, 2000 

STREET & NUMBER: P. O. BOX 6774 TELEPHONE: 903 595-1960 

CITY OR TOWN: Tyler STATE: TX ZIPCODE: 7571 1 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS 

MAPS (see continuation sheets MAP-22) 

FIGURES (see continuation sheet FlGURES-23 through FlGURES-34) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuation sheet PHOTOS-35) 

PROPERTY OWNER 

NAME: City of Tyler, Attn: Bill Ward, Director of Public Services 

STREET & NUMBER: P. O. Box 2039 TELEPHONE: 903 531-1201 

CITY OR TOWN: Tyler STATE: TX ZIPCODE: 75710 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Part of Lots 6 and 7, Block 4, Caldwell Addition in the City of Tyler, Texas. 

Being 0.3103 acres of land which is a part of lots 6 and 7, Block 4, of the Caldwell Addition as recorded in Volume 
56, page 511 of the Deed Records of Smith County, Texas also being part of a tract owned by St. Louis 
Southwestern Railway Co. recorded in volume Y, page 602 of said deed records and being known as S.S.W. parcel 
No. 48, which is bounded on the north by a St. Louis Southwestern Railroad track, on the south by East Oakwood 
Street, on the east by a Missouri Pacific Railroad track and on the west by North Spring Street and being more 
particularly described by metes and bounds as follows: 

BEGINNING at a PK nail set at the intersection of the south right-of-way of a St. Louis Southwestern Railroad track 
and the west right-of-way of the Missouri Pacific Railroad track; THENCE south 01° 15' 17" east along the west 
right-of-way of the Missouri Pacific Railroad track a distance of 44.22 feet to an "X" in concrete at the intersection 
of said west right-of-way and the north right-of-way of East Oakwood Street; THENCE south 88° 30' 37" west along 
the north right-of-way of East Oakwood Street a distance of 303.00 feet to a PK nail set at the intersection of said 
north right-of-way and the east right-of-way of North Spring Street; THENCE north 01° 25' 17" west along the east 
right-of-way of North Spring Street a distance of 44.98 feet to a PK nail at the intersection of same with the south 
right-of-way of said St. Louis Southwestern Railroad track; THENCE north 88° 39' 17" east along the south right-of-
way of said St. Louis Southwestern Railroad track a distance of 303.14 feet back to the place of beginning and 
containing 0.3103 acres of land in the City of Tyler, Texas. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property encompasses all of the land associated with the 1905 depot since its construction. 
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Map 1: Location Map Showing Depot Vicinity and Relationship to Courthouse Square 
(Source: City of Tyler) 
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Figure 1: Pre-Restoration Floor Plan, 1996 
(Source: ArchiTexas, City of Tyler) 

JJJJ 
VVVVT 

Figure 2: Stained Glass Window Pattem 
(Source: Diane E. Williams) 
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Figure 3: Post Restoration Floor Plan, 1996 
(Source: ArchiTexas, City of Tyler) 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
CONTINUATION S H E E T 

St. Louis Southwestern Railway (Cotton Belt) Passenger Depot 
Section FIGURE Page 25 Tyler, Smith County, Texas 

Figure 4: Cotton Belt Route 
(Source: 80 Years of Transportation Progress) 
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Office Building. St. Louis, Soulh Wesiern R. R. Co., Tyler, Tex 

Figure 5: St. Louis Southwestem Railway (Cotton Belt) General Offices, ca. 1900. 
(Source: Chronicles of Smith County, Texas) 
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Figure 6: The Levee 
(Source: Gerald Cooper) 
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Figure 7: Cotton Belt Depot Site Plan 
(Source: Diane E. Williams, Sketch Plan). 
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J 
Figure 8: Combination Depot Plan Showing Waiting and Freight Rooms Divided by Ticket Office 
(Source: Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. ) 
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Figure 9: Combination Depot Plan Showing Two Waiting Rooms, and Large Freight Room Divided by the Ticket Office 
(Source: Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. ) 
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Figure 10: Local Passenger Depot Elevation Showing Breezeway Arrangement 
(Source: Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. ) 
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Figure 11: Combination Depot Elevation Showing Eaves and Knee Braces 
(Source: Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. ) 

Figure 12: Combination Depot Elevation Showing Projecting Bay and Dormer 
(Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads. ) 
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PHOTO INVENTORY 

ST. LOUIS SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY (COTTON BELT) PASSENGER DEPOT 

TYLER, SMITH COUNTY, TEXAS 

DIANE ELIZABETH WILLIAMS, PHOTOGRAPHER 

NOVEMBER 1999 

ORIGINAL NEGATIVES ON FILE WITH THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Photo 1 of 7: Oblique; west and north elevations (track side) looking east-southeast. 
Print made from an original historic postcard (n.d.) in the collection of the Smith County 

Historical Society, Tyler, Texas. 

Photo 2 of 7: Oblique; west and south elevations (street side) looking northeast. 

Photo 3 of 7: Oblique; west and north elevations (track side) looking southeast. 

Photo 4 of 7: Detail of 1953 freight door and original knee braces south and west elevations looking north. 

Photo 5 of 7: Oblique; south and east elevations (street side) looking northwest. 

Photo 6 of 7: Detail of breezeway between the passenger and baggage sections of the depot south elevation looking 
north. 

Photo 7 of 7: Detail of iron rail on wheelchair ramp showing replica of Cotton Belt logo south elevation looking 
north. 
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