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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: District 

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING 

3 
1 
1 
2 

1 BUILDINGS 

0 SITES 

1 STRUCTURES 

0 OBJECTS 

7 2 TOTAL 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Rural Properties of Hays County 

6. FUNCTION O R USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: RECREATION AND CULTURE=outdoor recreation 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: RECREATION AND CULTURE=outdoor recreation 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS= Mission Revival; 
0THER=WPA Rustic 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE 
WALLS STONE=Limestone 
R O O F M E T A L 

O T H E R W O O D 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-7). 
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Introduction 

Camp Ben McCulloch is a rural campground lying to the east of Highway 1826 across from the famous 
Salt Lick Bar-B-Q restaurant near Driftwood, in northwest Hays County about 20 miles southwest of Austin, 
Texas. The 40 acre parcel of land slopes gently toward Onion Creek which forms its eastem and southem 
boundaries. Highway 1826 forms the northem boundary of the parcel. The campground itself lies in a fairly 
natural state with native grasses and covered with large, stately oaks that become denser closer to the creek. 
Large cypress trees line the creek itself. A network of dirt-packed roads leads from stone entrance pillars on 
Highway 1826 to the cluster of campground facilities which date primarily to the mid-1930s period of WPA 
constmction on the site. The oldest building is a large, open-sided tabemacle or gathering hall that was 
originally buih about 1904 and remodeled to hs present appearance in the mid-1930s. Concrete picnic benches 
built in the 1930s and inscribed with the names of Civil War veterans spread out around the tabemacle. Storage 
and bathroom facilities that appear to date from the 1930s or 1940s and which were converted to their present 
use in the 1970s, lie between the tabemacle and Onion Creek. More recent additions to the grouping are a pole-
supported ramada, apparently used to tie up bikes or animals, and an open dining hall and kitchen. To the south 
of these buildings lies a large, concrete-floored dance arena with a small ticket booth and bandstand built in the 
late 1940s. In addition to the stmctures and buildings, the campground with its network of WPA-built roads 
and trails leading down the bluff to Onion Creek, constitutes a separate stmcture in the complex. 

Features 

Tabernacle, 1904/1935 (Contributing) 
An open-sided structure supported by cedar posts on three sides rnd stone piers on the front, west side. 

The west ell was modeled simply, after the Alamo, and has a rounded parapet with sloping sides rendered in 
stone atop a stone facade. Two round-arched windows were partially filled with concrete. A faux comice was 
built of stone above the entrance to give the appearance of a building. Squared piers of random width limestone 
from the sides and "window" openings and entrance to the tabemacle. Extending out from the entrance, squared 
piers support the shed roof. Behind the parapet is a front-gabled, metal roof with shed roof extensions 
extending from both sides. The entire roof is covered by metal roofing material and atop the gabled length of 
the roof is a long ridge vent with exposed rafters covered in metal. The "Alamo" image false parapet was buih 
by the Works Progress Administration (WPA). It has been washed with concrete. The interior of the building 
has concrete floors and evenly-placed support posts. Wooden benches are placed around the perimeter of the 
interior. A permanent flagpole is centered near the entrance to the tabemacle. The tabemacle is the focal point 
of the annual reunions and is a contributing building in the district. 

Picnic Tables 1935/1953 (Contributing) 
About twenty old picnic tables, the earliest of which date to 1935, lie primarily to the west of the 
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tabemacle. They are made with concrete, limestone, natural rock, and honeycomb (limestone) rock. Some have 
geodes and fossils imbedded in them. Most are inscribed with the names and companies of Confederate 
veterans and list the dates and family members who had the benches commissioned. One has a checkerboard 
imbedded in the concrete top and one has the words "Built by Bony Barr" carved in the support. As a group 
they are contributing objects to the campground. 

Roadbeds and Grounds 1935 (Contributing) 
Two parallel roadways lead into the campground from Highway 1826. Near the cluster of trees where the 

tabemacle and other facilities lie above the springs and Onion Creek, the roads fan out into a network of smaller 
roadways that form distinct camping circles. The groimds were cleared and the roadways completed in the 1935 
WPA project. Grounds are kept free of debris and underbmsh for camping and Water and electricity is available 
for campers. The network of roadways and campgroimd layout is a contributing site. 

Entrance Pillars 1935 (Contributing) 
Four 10' rock entry pillars were constmcted at the entrances of the campground in 1935 - one set mark 

each of the two entrances. Made of native stone, the pillars measure 17" x 17" square. Only one set survives at 
the northem entrance though some of the foundation stones remain at south gate. The remaining pillars form a 
contributing object in the district. 

Pavilion ca. 1989 (Noncontributing) 
The pavilion is an open-sided building with squared stone piers supporting a low-pitched front-gabled, V-

crimp metal roof. It is used as a kitchen and open-air dining room for the campers. It has a concrete floor, 
concrete block food service area and wooden picnic tables. Built in 1989, it is a noncontributing building in the 
district. 

Ramada ca. 1950, (Noncontributing) 
The ramada is a small, open, side-gabled pavilion with vertical cedar supports and a horizontal rail. It 

appears to have been rebuilt with new, though natural, materials over the years. It is a noncontributing stmcture 
on the campgroimds. 

Bathroom ca. 1935, (Contributing) 
The bathroom is a side-gabled building with cormgated metal walls and a cormgated metal roof. It has a 

central "dogtrot" entrance with a metal panel shielding the entry. It is divided into two pens for men and 
women's restrooms. The building appears to have been built during the historic period from its size, roof pitch 
and form and exposed rafter ends. A September 1936 newspaper article mentions the completion of two small 
20x30 foot buildings by the WPA (Harwell 1936). It was used as a shelter for Confederate veterans at the 
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annual reunions and converted to a bathroom in the early 1970s (Robinson personal communicafion, 2003). It 
is a contributing building in the district. 

Storage Building ca. 1935, (Contributing) 
This board-and-batten frame building has exposed rafter ends and a cedar-post supported porch fronting 

Onion Creek to the east. Although it is now used for storage, it was built as a shelter for Confederate wives and 
widows attending the annual reunions (Robinson personal communication, 2003). It is a contributing building. 

Dance Arena, Ticket Booth and Band Stand, ca. 1947 (Contributing) 
The dance floor is a large, rectangular expanse of concrete about the size of a gymnasium and surrounded 

by a chain link fence. A raised bandst£ind with a side-gabled cormgated metal roof supported by metal poles 
lies on the east side of the floor. A small, gabled ticket booth with a tumstile leads to the dance floor on the 
west side. It has horizontal boards on the walls and vertical boards on the gable ends. It has exposed rafter 
ends. Before the concrete floor was built in the late 1940s, a wooden dance floor was built each year and then 
tom down after the reunion and the lumber sold (Robinson personal communication 2003). The dance arena 
and associated features are a contributing stmcture on the campgrounds. 

Summary 
Although some new constmction has taken place at Camp Ben McCulloch, the resources dating from the 

1930s WPA building campaign through the 1940s - particularly the tabemacle, picnic tables and the grounds 
themselves - visually dominate the campground. The original road system and campground layout on the banks 
of Onion Creek remain largely imaltered since the 1930s; the gathering places, including the tabemacle, pavilion 
and dance arena are clustered together while the camp sites occupy a sej. arate area to the west. Mature trees 
shelter both the camp sites and the gathering spots throughout the campground. Because little has changed in 
the character of the campground and its facilities since the 1940s, the camp retains its historic fabric and spirit to 
a large degree. Thus it maintains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling and association. Although some 
of the original workmanship and materials have been altered, sufficient fabric and craftsmanship survive to 
enhance the campground's sense of time and place. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

X A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 

PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS T H E WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E , OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L 

DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N / A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Entertainment/Recreation 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1903-1954 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1903, 1935, 1947 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N / A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: WPA, Unknown 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-8 through 8-13) 

9. M.AJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-14). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 
X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 

Local govemment 
_ University 
_ Other — Specify Repository: 
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Introduction 
Camp Ben McCulloch, a 40-acre oak-covered campground on the banks of Onion Creek in northwest 

Hays Cotmty, is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A at the local level of 
significance as an important recreational site for thousands of Confederate veterans and their descendants since 
its establishment in 1903 to the present. It is the only such reunion grounds in continuous operation since its 
charter in 1896 and the campground is the only one still owned and operated by the original organizing body. 
Formed strictly as a social organization to maintain friendships and foster good spirits among fellow 
Confederate veterans, their families and friends, the original membership obtained a perfect place for a summer 
retreat. The forty acre site was large enough to accommodate numerous families with tents and animals; Onion 
Creek was an all-weather, spring-fed creek that provided cool water for swimming and drinking; and the many 
mature oak trees shaded the participants from the hot Texas sun. Shortly after the oak-covered parcel was 
purchased in 1903, a large open-air tabemacle was built for communal gatherings. Confederate veterans and 
their families passed the property and the mission to subsequent general ons and the reunions have been held 
every year since the first. In the 1930s, a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project improved the property 
to include building an Alamo-esque front onto the tabemacle, adding water and pit toilets, grading roads and 
building trails to the creek. They may have constructed the concrete picnic tables that were apparently 
commissioned by the descendants of Confederate veterans whose names are inscribed on the table tops. Out on 
the main highway two rustic stone pillars typical of WPA era projects mark one of the entrances to the grounds. 
Separate shelters for Confederate veterans and the wives and widows of veterans were built during the 1930s. 

They were converted for use as storage and bathrooms in the 1970s. About 1950, a small pole-supported 
structure was added. Finally, a combination kitchen and open-air dining hall was built in 1989. Today Camp 
Ben McCulloch's natural landscape appears very much as it did when the Confederate veterans first chose the 
site as a reunion grounds and the building complex is very reminiscent of 1930s-era campground facility. The 
new kitchen/dining hall uses natural stone and wood and is compatible in design with the other rustic properties. 
Most of the properties have been altered to a moderate degree, reflecting their continuous and varied use over a 
100-year period of time. Despite these modest alterations, the campground and its facilities impart a strong 
sense of history, both with the rural recreational traditions and Confederate veterans in Hays County and Central 
Texas. Camp Ben McCulloch is therefore nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 
A for associations with the broad trends of history at the local level of significance. 

Historic Background 
Camp Ben McCulloch is both the name of the organization of Hays County Confederate veterans and 

the name of their campground on Ranch Road 1826 near Driftwood, Texas. The history of the organization 
dates to the summer of 1896, when a group of about 17 Confederate Veterans and their families and friends 
living in Hays County, formally established the organization at Rogers Spring near Driftwood, Texas. 
Confederate veterans groups had begun forming only a few years earlier when the United Confederate Veterans 
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organized in New Orleans on June 10, 1889. Among their resolutions were " . . . showing admirafion for the 
great leaders of the South, appreciation of the heroism of the Union Veterans and their patriotic allegiance to the 
govemment of the United States" (Proceedings of the Convention for O ganization and Adoption of the 
Constitution of the United Confederate Veterans, inne 10, 1889. Minutes of United Confederate Veterans, Vol. 
I , New Orleans, 4 in Haydon 1967: 2). In July of 1890, the first General Reunion was held in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee and Texas delegates attended (Haydon 1967: 2). Local organizations formed throughout the state 
and annual reimions became popular social and political events. 

Dr. J.M. Pound and M. L. Reed were instrumental in forming Camp Ben McCulloch, No. 946, 
United Confederate Veterans, in Hays County (Haydon 1967: 8). The purpose was to reunite with fellow 
soldiers and their families on a yearly basis. The date was determined according to the full moon between 
cotton chopping and cotton harvesting time. The first meeting was held at Martin Spring on property owned by 
Joe Rogers, himself a veteran. Captain M. L. Reed of Henly, a Mississippian and Captain in the Confederate 
Army was the first commander while Jacob Quick of the Mt. Gainer Community, was the first lieutenant. W.M. 
Weaver of the Yell Community was second lieutenant and W. W. Davis of the Milseat Community was third 
lieutenant. W. T. Chapman of Dripping Springs was adjutant and Dr. J. M. Pound of Dripping Springs was 
surgeon. Santa Atma Cruze of Wimberley was bugler. Rev. C. M. Carpenter, though not a Confederate soldier, 
was elected Chaplain (Harwell). 

The camp or troop was named in honor of Hays County's General Ben McCulloch who had previously 
fought in the Texas War for Independence at the Battle of San Jacinto and then served with the Texas Rangers 
and later with the United States forces in the Mexican War. Both Ben McCulloch and his brother, Henry 
Eustace reached the rank of general in the Confederate Army and were the only two brothers to do so in the 
Civil War. Ben McCulloch was killed in the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkai.sas, March 7, 1862 and is buried in the 
State Cemetery at Austin. 

The reunions steuted out as small but popular annual events. Roger's Spring remained the reunion site 
for several years and a brush arbor was built for speakers and business meetings. Captain Reed and W. W. 
Davis made barbecue for the first gathering. The 1903 and 1904 reunions moved to Speed's Crossing, miles 
below Roger's Spring. One of the members, John E. Shelton, business manager of the group, promoted the idea 
of purchasing land for a permanent camp reunion grounds. Owning their own permanent campgroimd probably 
ensured the survival of Camp Ben McCulloch when so many other Confederate camps later disbanded (Haydon 
1967: 10). 

Two women associated with the camp traveled throughout the county by buggy collecting subscriptions 
to purchase land for $350 and on December 9, 1904, Hays County resident and Confederate veteran Joe Rogers 
conveyed 35 acres of land on Onion Creek to M. L. Reed as commander of Camp Ben McCulloch and E. A. 
Hall as Commander of Camp Jennie Burleson, of the United Sons of Confederate Veterans (Haydon 1967: 10, 
Hays County deed records. Book 47: 350-352). The land contained Roger's Spring, the original site of the 
reunions. This became the permanent reunion grounds of the Hays County veterans (Camp Ben McCulloch) and 
their descendants who were named Camp Jermie Buleson, United Sons of Confederate Veterans, joint owners of 
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the land. Later, several other acres would be added. From its small beginnings, Camp Ben McCulloch 
eventually grew to become the largest Confederate veterans camp in the entire south (Haydon 1967: 9). 

Camp Jermie Burleson, No. 480, Sons and Daughters of Confederate Veterans, was organized in 1904, 
the same year the land at Camp Ben McCulloch was purchased. Miss Jennie Burleson, a descendant of Texas 
General and Hays County resident Edward Burleson and a daughter of Confederate soldier David Crocket 
Burleson, was elected commander of the camp (troop). In 1906, a separate James G. Story Chapter, No. 1004, 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, was organized and chartered in Hays County with its headquarters in 
Driftwood, Texas. Along with Camp Jennie Burleson, they met at the annual reunion of Camp Ben McCulloch 
at the new permanent campground at Roger's Spring. The Daughters of the Confederacy eventually became 
inactive. Camp Jennie Burleson reorganized in 1927. Women associated with the Confederate veterans and 
their descendants were made honorary members (Haydon 1967: 11). By 1930, the membership had grown to be 
the largest organized group of United Confederate Veterans Camp in the South and in 1946, it was the only 
Confederate Veterans Camp in existence (Haydon 1967: 19). 

The reimion itself remained in the hands of the Camp Ben McCulloch Confederate veterans - rather than 
the sons and daughters - imtil the last veteran of the orgarii2:ation died (Haydon 1967: 11). The veterans met 
and elected officers continuously from 1896 until 1945 with the exception of 1918 when the reunion was not 
held due to World War I . When Burl Nash died at the age of 108, in December of 1947, it spelled the end of 
Camp Ben McCulloch, No. 946, the last Confederate Veterans Camp in the South (Haydon 1967: 11). 

When the last Confederate veteran died, the organization formed by the sons of the veterans. Camp 
Jermie Btirleson, took title of the campground (Haydon 1967: 20). Since 1935, it had been leased to the county 
for a park with the stipulation that the armual reunions take precedence over public use but on July 28, 1947, the 
county and Camp Jermie Burleson cancelled the lease and the property reverted to the Confederate organization 
where it has remained. In 1963, the camp was tumed over to the grandsons of Confederate veterans and the 
reunion was no longer to be a joint function of Camp Jermie Burleson and Camp Ben McCulloch but only Camp 
Ben McCulloch (Haydon 1967: 20). 

Camp Ben McCulloch: The Reunions 
While the Confederate veterans were still alive, most of the business of the organization centered around 

veterans affairs but the annual reunion was first and foremost, a social event. Like most Confederate reunions 
throughout the country, they were three-day affairs: Wednesday was a gathering day that was eventually tumed 
over to the American Legion, Thursday was the roll call and Memorial "ervice, and Friday was given over to the 
Sons and Daughters. As the day wholly devoted to the veterans, Thursday grew into the most significant day of 
the reunion. By 1940, only eleven surviving Confederate veterans attended the Camp Ben McCulloch reunion 
but events remained essentially the same as they had throughout the camp's histor>'. On Wednesday, there were 
short talks by honorary members of the camp, musical entertainment and presentations by representatives of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion. Govemor Dan Moody spoke at a V.F.W. meeting about 
the war then raging in Europe and the dangers facing the American people. Thursday was Confederate Day and 
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several thousand people attended the events and the eleven old soldiers - all in their nineties - were presented to 
the crowd while the band played "Dixie" (Haydon 1967: 12). A memor.al service for several veterans of the 
camp who had died in the previous year was held and later presentations included music and a program 
(Haydon 1967: 13). On Friday acfivities centered on the sons and daughters of the Confederate veterans 
including the election of officers. Afterwards there was an old fiddlers contest and closing ceremonies. 

Year after year. Camp Ben McCulloch attracted thousands of participants throughout the early and mid-
20th century. More than 5,000 people attended the reunions in the early 1950s and some esfimates go as high as 
ten thousand (Haydon 1967: 14). One of the primary reasons that Camp Ben McCulloch's reunion was so 
successfiil, and therefore survived when all the others faded, was that it was open to the general public and not 
limited to the veterans and their irtmiediate descendants. It became Hays County's most important social event 
and participants from the surrounding counties even made the annual trek to the campground. Attracted by the 
shade of the many live oaks and the cool, clear waters of Onion Creek, as well as the food, music, dances, 
programs and pageantry, rural folk all over the hill country marked their calendars for the yearly reimion. With 
so many constituents present, politicians even showed up to make speeches to the assemblage (Haydon 1967: 
14). 
Physical Development 

In the early years of Camp Ben McCulloch, most of the facilities were temporary, consisting of individual 
horse- or mule-drawn wagons and tents. Records indicate that a brush arbor was erected to shelter speakers and 
to hold business meetings at the three-day reunions. Spaces for individual campsites were cleared under the 
trees near the banks above the springs. Early photographs show large, pole-supported tents that shaded large 
groups of attendees who gathered presumably for dirmers and speeches. The only extant building known to 
have been erected before the 1930s construction program is the tabemacle which dates to the earliest period of 
camp, about 1904. However, although its size, open-air design and roof pitch remain tme to the original, the 
building was entirely remodeled in the 1930s. 

In 1935, the organization, under corrunander W. M. Quick, decided to deed the campgrounds to the county 
in order to have improvements made by the Works Progress Administration (WPA). According to the Hays 
County deed records, the veterans wanted certain improvements to be made to the groimds in exchange for 
allowing the land to become "a public park for the use and benefit of the general public, except only for the term 
that its use will be hereafter needed for the meetings to be held thereon . . . " Camp Jennie Burleson and Camp 
Ben McCulloch joined together to lease the lands to the county for a term of ninety-nine years (Hays County 
deed records. Vol. H: 230-230C). Apparently the land had to be leased to the county in order for the site to 
qualify for WPA work (Harwell, 1936). The improvements were to cost not less than $4,000 and to include 
remodeling the tabemacle, constmcting four stone pillars at the entrance to the camp, building a 5,000 gallon 
overhead water tank and cleaning "in a first class manner" the entire 35 acres of land. In addition, the county 
was to clean out, wall and cap the springs and build concrete steps from the springs to the top of the hill, a 
distance of about sixty vertical feet (Hays County deed records. Vol. H: 230-230C). 
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The 1935 remodeling of the tabemacle gave the building its present appearance. The county was to build 
sixteen, 9' stone pillars and pour a 4" concrete pad over the 50' x 80' floor of the building. A design in the roof-
the distinguishing Alamo motif — and 2,300 square feet of new roofing material were also part of the project. 
The improvements were to be carried out within twelve months (Hays County deed record. Vol. H: 230A-
230C). Most of the project, apparently, was carried out within the time limit as Adjutant T. F. Harwell in 
September 25, 1936 article in the San Marcos Record stated that the WPA improvements were completed 
"during the past summer" i.e. 1936. Harwell elaborated on the WPA work. He remarked that the tabemacle, the 
main gathering place, had been remodeled with an "Alamo design made of stucco and rock [adorning] the 
front". Once the concrete floor was installed, the building had a seating capacity of 1,500. Two new buildings 
were added to the grounds for the "old ladies and old men". He stated that the WPA workers walled up the 
spring with rock and laid about 60 feet of concrete steps leading to it. Finally, the WPA cleared the entire 
campground of dead and surplus trees and trimmed the remaining trees on the property. Harwell noted that 
Camp Ben McCulloch was the only park in the county and invited the public to enjoy it (Harwell 1936). 

Part of the agreement between the county and Camp Jennie Burleson and Camp Ben McCulloch was that 
the camps would have full right to use the land free of charge during their aimual reunion week. The public 
would still be allowed to use the grounds but their use would be subordinate to the activities of the reunion. In 
retum. the Camps agreed to manage and maintain the grounds as a public park without cost to the county but 
they would receive the proceeds from the sale of any concessions (Hays County deed records, September 9, 
1935). 

Shortly after the deed was executed, work began on the project. The tabemacle took on its present 
appearance and the pillars were erected on Ranch Road 1826 at the entrance to the grounds. Two of the pillars 
remain standing and are Contributing features of the district. The grounds were cleaned and the present road 
beds installed and a walkway was built to the springs; the improved park is also a Contributing element of the 
district. At the same time the improvements stipulated in the deed record were being carried out, permanent 
concrete picnic tables were constmcted around the tabemacle. They may have been built by the same crew that 
constructed the the tabemacle and other features on the park but they were probably commissioned by 
individual families as they are inscribed with the names and service records of Hays County Confederate 
veterans. Some indicate which families placed the memorials. Many of the tables have honeycomb limestone, 
quartz, and other decorative stones imbedded in the concrete. 

As part of the constmction campaign, two small buildings were erected between the tabemacle and the 
bluff above the creek. They were to house the "old ladies and old men" but one now serves as the restroom and 
the other is used for storage. A more noteworthy facility built in the 1940s is the dance floor with its ticket 
booth and bandstand. With an area the size of a school gymnasium, the open air dance floor was a popular 
venue for coimtry dances throughout the region. In the 1940s and 1950s, people came from miles around to 
dance to live bands under the stars at Camp Ben McCulloch. The dance arena is surrounded by a chain link 
fence and remains virmally unchanged since its constmction. 

In 1947, the Commissioner's Court of Hays County cancelled and T.M. Quick, representing Camp Jennie 
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Burleson, United Sons of Confederate Veterans, cancelled their lease ag eemcnt regarding Camp Ben 
McCulloch. Effecfive July 29, 1947, the campgrounds were returned to the ownership of Camp Jennie Burleson 
(Hays County Commissioners Court Minutes, Vol. J: Docket No. 2754). By that time, all of the historic period 
resources were completed. The ramada and pavilion were constructed in the vicinity of the tabemacle in the 
1980s and are listed as Noncontributing properties. 

Changing of the Guard 
When the campgrounds were retumed to the veterans organization, it was to the sons of the Confederate 

veterans. When the camp adjutant Thomas Harwell delivered the 50th anniversary address, there was not a 
single veteran present to hear it. The only surviving member of the local camp was Burl Nash, a Cherokee 
Indian who was 108 years old and living at Sulphur, Oklahoma. By the following year, both Harwell, the son of 
a Confederate veteran, and Nash, were both dead (Trepagnier 1971: 6-A). Despite their passing, the torch was 
passed to the sons and daughters and then to their descendants. In 1971, the camp celebrated its Diamond 
Jubilee and in 1996, its 100th anniversary as an organization. 

Today, Camp Ben McCulloch is an incorporated body whose purpose is to "organize, sponsor and 
engage in civic, social and fratemal activities of sponsoring an annual reunion for its members at Camp Ben 
McCulloch, Driftwood, Texas; to own, operate and manage Camp Ben McCulloch perpetually; to acquire and 
own land, and physical appurtenances necessary for the miming of Camp Ben McCulloch; and for the purpose 
of perpetuating the memory of the Veterans of the Confederacy who fought in the Civil War on the side of the 
South" (Articles of Incorporation, January 24, 1989). 

In his book published in 1946, Thomas Fletcher Harwell mused, "It is doubtful if such an organization as 
the United Confederate Veterans would be allowed in any other county - a group of rebels staging occasions in 
memory and in honor of their rebellion. But, thanks to American liberty, justice and fair play, we can do it 
here" (Trepangnier, 1971: 6-A). In fact, the rebellion was a significant part of American history as those who 
have gathered each year at Camp Ben McCulloch - as their forebears have done for more than 100 years - can 
testify. The campground, itself, has achieved significance as an armual meeting place for those who cherish the 
values of family, country and wholesome recreation on the shady banks of Onion Creek. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: 37.5 acres 

UTM REFERENCES Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 14 594840 3333560 3 14 595100 3333140 

2 14 595100 3333540 4 14 594700 3333140 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheet 10-15) 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION (see continuation sheet 10-15) 
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NAME/TITLE: Terri Myers, Historian 

ORGANIZATION: Preservafion Central, Inc. 

STREET & NUMBER: 823 Harris Avenue 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin STATE: Texas 

DATE: August 19, 2003 

TELEPHONE: (512) 478-0898 

Z I P CODE: 78705 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS 

MAPS (see continuation sheet Map 16-Map 19) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuation sheet Photo 26) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS (see confinuation sheet Figure 20 through Figure 25) 

PROPERTY O W N E R 

NAME: Harrell Robinson for Camp Ben McCulloch 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 
Parcel 1: 
A 3 5-acre tract of land Being a part of the Freelove Woody survey and beginning at the southwest comer of a 
three (3) acre tract heretofore sold by [Joe Rogers] to Wilhelm, and Corbett for a gin lot said comer being in the 
middle of the channel of Onion Creek, from which a three pronged walnut bears east 15 varas (the middle prong 
being 10 inches in diameter and marked A) Thence down the center of the chaimel of Onion Creek with its 
meanders as follows: south 32 degrees west 57 varas, south 3 degrees west 60 varas south 5 1/2 degrees west 90 
varas south 5 degrees east 152 degrees, south 51 degrees east 90 varas, south 71 1/2 degrees east 80 varas, south 
84 degrees east 50 varas, south 88 degrees east 60 varas, north 80 degrees east 43 varas, north 73 degrees east 
73 varas, north 40 degrees east 65 varas, north 78 degrees east 105 varas to a point in the center of said creek 
from which a pecan 7 inches in diameter marked X bears north 10 degrees west 5 varas, and a spring bears north 
45 degrees west 8 varas. Thence north 10 degrees west 345 varas to a stake and stone mound, the same being 
the northeast comer of a 2 1/2 acre tract recently sold by me {Joe Rogers} to J. O. Wilhelm, Thence west with 
the south line of the said 2 1/2 tract and the south line of the aforesaid 3 acre tract 425 varas to the place of 
beginning containing 35 acres of land. 

Parcel 2: 
A 2 1/2 acre tract of land Being part of the Freelove Woody Survey and consisfing of Two and one half (2 1/2) 
acres, more or less, and lies north of and adjoining what is known as the Confederate Veterans's Re-Union 
Grounds on Onion Creek, and the particular tract hereby conveyed is described by metes and bounds as follows: 
Beginning at the N.E. comer of a tract known as the "Gin Tract"; thence East 94 varas: thence South 10 degrees 
E 136 varas to the N.E. comer of the Confederate Veterans Reunion Grounds tract as same is set out and 
described in deed from Joe Roger to said Camp now of record in Volume 47, page 350 of Hays County Deed 
Records; Thence LWest with north line of Camp Gounds 117 varas, more or less, to the S.E. comer of said Gin 
tract of three acres; Thence North with E line of said Gin Tract to place of beginning, and containing Two and 
one half (2 1/12) acres, more or less, and is the same land conveyed to J.O. Wilhelm, grantor herein by Joe 
Rogers, by deed of date January 11, 1905, and of record in Volume 60 pages 160-70. 

Boundary Justification: These two parcels have historically comprised the Camp Ben McCulloch 
Confederate Reunion Grounds. The 35-acre parcel was purchased in 1904 and the adjoining 2 1/2 acre parcel 
was added in 1936. Together they have solely served as the campgrounds since those times. 
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Map 1: Camp Ben McCulloch on Onion Creek 
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Map 2: Thirty-five Acre Tract 
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Figure 1: Tabernacle 

(South elevation, camera facing north) 

Figure 2: Tabemacle 

(SW oblique, camera facing NE) 
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Figure 3: Live Oak Grove with Picnic 
Tables 

(Camera facing NE) 
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Figure 4: Inscription on Picnic Table 
1935 
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Figure 5: Tabernacle 

(North elevation, camera facing south) 

Figure 6: Live Oak Grove with Picnic 
Tables 

(Camera facing SW) 
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Figure 7: Pavilion and Kitchen 

(NW oblique, camera facing SE) 

Figure 8: Entry Gates and State 
Historical Marker Highway 1826 

(Camera facing SE) 
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Figure 9: Dance Arena, Ticket Booth and 
Bandstand 

(Camera facing south) 
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Figure 10: Ca. 1903 photograph of 
confederate veterans at Camp Ben 
McCulloch tabernacle 

Figure 11: Grounds of Camp Ben 
McCulloch 1916. 

Figure 12: Early photograph of 
Camp Ben McCulloch tabemacle 
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Photo Log 

Camp Ben McCulloch 
18301 Ranch Road 1826 
Driftwood, Texas 78619 
Terri Myers, Photographer 
May 2003 

Negatives on file with Preservation Central, Inc. 

Photo 1/6 

Tabemacle, west (primary) elevation 
Camera facing East'Southeast 
Photo 2/6 
Tabemacle, oblique, southeast oblique 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 3/6 Picnic Grounds, north side of Tabemacle 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 4/6 
Storage Building, southeast oblique 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 5/6 
Restrooms, southeast oblique 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 6/6 
Entrance pillars 
Camera facing west 
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