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5. CLASSIFICATION
OWNERSHIP

OF PROPERTY: Private and Public-Local

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY:

District

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY:
CONTRIBUTING

NONCONTRIBUTING

31
0

17
0
6
3
26

9

5
45

Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
Total

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 2
NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A
6. FUNCTION OR USE

INSTITUTIONAL/county courthouse, county jail, city hall, lodge
COMMERCIAL/retail store, bank, theater, service station, auto showroom, bus station;
AGRlCULTURE/grain storage warehouse
DOMESTIC/single, muUiple
INFRASTRUCTURE/streets, curbs, sidewalks, historic road; street lights, traffic regulation sign
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ commemorative markers
HISTORIC FUNCTIONS:

COMMERCIAL/retail store, bank, theater; office
INSTITUTIONAL/county courthouse, office, lodge
LANDSCAPE/ gazebo, garden seat, walls
AGRlCULTURE/retail storage warehouse
DOMESTIC/single, office
INFRASTRUCTURE/ streets, curbs, sidewalks, historic road; street lights; traffic regulation sign
RECREATION AND CULTURE/commemorative markers
CURRENT FUNCTIONS:

7. DESCRIPTION
ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne
LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS:

Colonial Revival; Georgian Revival, Romanesque Revival; Greek
Revival; Classical Revival; Spanish Colonial Revival
MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Modeme; Art Deco; International Style

MATERIALS

FOUNDATION
BRICK; CONCRETE; WOOD; STONE
WALLS
BRICK; ASBESTOS; STONE; STUCCO; WOOD; CONCRETE; VINYL
ROOF
COMPOSITION; WOOD; BUILT-UP; TILE; SYNTHETIC
OTHER
BRICK; GLASS; TILE; CONCRETE; STONE; METAL

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

(see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-34).
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Description
Situated in the central portion of the City of San Augustine, the San Augustine Commercial Historic District (Map 2)
surrounds the courthouse square. The district encompasses late-19th to mid-20th century commercial, institutional,
agricultural and residential development located within a portion of the original mile-square town plat, which is thought to
be the earliest example of Anglo-American town planning in Texas. Despite the largely informal manner in which the
district developed, streets and parcels conform to a basic grid pattern, which was established in 1833 with the creation of
the town plat. The district includes the uniform parcels of the original town plat as well as parcels of varying sizes and
shapes that were created in the 19th and early 20th centuries when original platted lots were further subdivided into
smaller parcels and investors purchased multiple lots. The most intensive development in San Augustine occurred
between ca. 1901 and ca. 1950, when the arrival of rail service fostered a community wide building boom. However,
within the downtown commercial area, historic resources largely developed between 1889 and 1941. Within the
downtown commercial district one-story commercial buildings are the majority property type. Commercial resources in
the district include a mix of architectural styles and plan types constructed of brick, brick veneer stone veneer or cast
concrete panels. A few residential properties also are present, and these have wood or brick sheathing. Five institutional
buildings—the 1927 county courthouse, the 1893 jail, the ca. 1919 jail, the 1941 former city hall and the 1910 Masonic
Hall—also are present. The courthouse has a stone exterior while the city hall uses cast concrete panels. The original
brick veneer sheathing on the 1919 jail building has been covered with stucco. The 1893 jail retains its original exterior
brick as does the 1910 Masonic Hall. One metal-sided agricultural storage building also is present. Most district buildings
are small one-part commercial buildings dating from ca. 1901 to 1941, built by local craftsmen for local businessmen and
investors. Architectural styles include influences from Romanesque Revival, Classical Revival, Georgian Revival,
Colonial Revival, French Colonial Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, Art Deco, Art Moderne and International modes.
The high-style Romanesque Revival 1889 Hollis Building and the high-style 1927 Georgian Revival style courthouse, the
ca. 1938 International Stj'le/Colonial Revival style bus station, the 1940 Art Modeme Knight Parker Building, and the
1941 Intemational Style infiuenced, WPA-built city hall are visual focal points, scattered about the district. Landscaping
is limited to lawn and mature trees at the courthouse square, small perennial shrubs at the bus station and lawn and trees at
the domestic properties. A few stone or concrete walls within the district reinforce the district's character, as do publicly
funded infrastructure elements such as paved streets, street lightingfi.xturesand a metal traffic control element. A portion
of the historic Old San Antonio Road, known as Texas Highway 21 and recently designated a National Historic Trail, is
within the district. Landforms remain largely natural, with little grading or other alteration to the gently rolling terrain.
Alterations within the district are a mix of compatible evolutionary changes and incompatible, non-historic modifications.
Most properties are in good to fair condition. The district retains a high degree of integrity with 45 of 71 resources
classified as Contributing.
GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

As the largest city (U.S. Census 2000 population 2,415) and seat of govemment in San Augustine County, San
Augustine is about 35 miles east of Nacogdoches on Texas Highway 21—the Old San Antonio Road (Map 1). The
surrounding East Texas topography consists of timbered, and cleared, rolling hills of red clay soils. Intermittent creeks
water the area before draining into the Attoyac and Sabine rivers several miles west and east of town, respectively. The
San Augustine Commercial Historic District is in the central portion of the City of San Augustine, surrounding the
courthouse square (Map 2). The district forms an irregular area roughly bounded by Main Street, Montgomery Street,
property lines. Congress Street, property lines, Montgomery Street, property lines, Broadway, Columbia Street, property
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lines and Golden Way. The district includes a variety of 19th and 20th century commercial, institutional, residential and
agricultural resources.
The district is wholly contained within the mile-square 1833 town plat. Development in San Augustine refiecting
the antebellum period has mostly been lost to fire, neglect and demolition. Development associated with the ca. 18651901 period was limited by a largely stagnant economy. A few buildings in the commercial district date from the 1880s
and 1890s, but the bulk of the resources were built after the arrival of the railroad in 1901. The district's beginnings date
to 1833 when San Augustine was platted. The earliest district property is the pattern and layout of the streets, which
reflect the town's founding in 1833. No commercial or institutional buildings survive from the earliest period of San
Augustine's history. However, three important dwellings from the late 1830s also survive in the adjacent San Augustine
Residential Historic District (NR 2006)~the 1839 Ezekiel Cullen House (NR 1971), the 1839 Matthew Cartwright House
(NR 1971) and the 1838 Stephen W. Blount House. The Blount and Cartwright houses occupy portions of large outlots,
while the Cullen house is located within the town plat on a large parcel. All three display Greek Revival styling and were
designed by builder/architect Augustus Phelps. Both Cartwright and Blount established office and store buildings within
what is now the San Augustine Comiriercial Historic District, but they do not survive. Residential buildings and
residentially styled hotels built in the antebellum period were within the district, as was typical in small communities
throughout the South. Due to a stagnant economy between 1865 and 1901, few new residences were erected in San
Augustine during that time, although soirie of the earliest wood commercial buildings were replaced with brick examples
before 1890. In that year a fire burned most of the buildings along Columbia Street and destroying all but the still extant,
1889 three-story Romanesque Revival style Hollis Building.
Within a few months to a year of the 1890 fire, new construction in the downtown commercial district was
underway. However, it was the arrival of the railroad in 1901 that spurred a community wide building boom and
supported substantial development within the commercial area, which continued into the 1920s. In 1893 San Augustine
County buih a new courthouse and jail. The courthhouse was replaced in 1927 by the current Georgian Revival style,
stone veneer building designed by noted East Texas architect T. Shirley Simons, Sr. The tvvo-story 1893 brick jail
survives within the district on North Montgomery Street. It ceased to served its original function in 1919 when a new jail
was built on the courthouse square. The 1893 jail was converted to office space in 1976, by noted San Augustine architect
Raiford Stripling. However, its exterior retains a very high degree of integrity. By 1910 many one-story commercial
buildings in the Romanesque revival style had been built along Columbia Street, including two banks, and several stores.
In 1903 the extant Ida and J. Benjamin Whitton House was built on Main Street, at the west end of the district. It is one of
three surviving residential properties within the district. Commercial construction continued through the 1910s and
1920s, and by the onset of the Great Depression, which had a significant negative impact on the local economy, most
buildings within the historic district were in place. However, a few new buildings were erected just before World War II,
including the ca. 1938 Intemational Style /Colonial Revival style bus station (Photo 13), 1940 Art Modeme Knight Parker
Building (Photo 12) and the 1941, WPA-funded International Style influenced City Hall. During this period most of the
surviving 19th century residential properties that remained within the commercial area were demolished and the land
redeveloped with commercial buildings. A few existing buildings also were remodeled to reflect then-current
architectural forms including the 1904 J. L. Thomas Building at 128 West Columbia (Photo 11), and the ca. 1895 building
at 101 East Columbia. The district was fully developed in its present form by the start of World War II. Changes to some
of the district's buildings occurred after World War II. Some modifications have been compatible, comprehensive
remodelings or limited alterations to windows and doors made prior to and after 1957 that reflect then-current
architectural trends, while others have been piecemeal modernizations that have diminished character-defining
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architectural elements. One historic bank building, at 102 West Columbia, was replaced ca. 1972 with a new bank (Photo
9), which is largely compatible in scale, massing, design and materials with the surrounding historic resources. By the
1910s, the district was a highly visible commercial area. The economic effects of the Depression stopped construction
through the mid-1930s, but as the economy improved beginning in the late 1930s, new buildings were added to the
district, and some older existing ones were remodeled. By the start of World War II the district was fully developed, but
between the end of the war and 1957 compatible modifications to some buildings were made. Since that time a few
storefronts have been altered; most examples are compatible in materials, scale, and form with the surrounding historic
buildings and the district as a whole.
T H E SAN AUGUSTINE COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Agriculture and local mercantile businesses were the mainstay of San Augustine throughout the 19th century,
supplemented by small scale timbering. When the railroad arrived in 1901, San Augustine became an important
distribution point for agricultural products as well as lumber and building materials. As the seat of county govemment
and the largest community, San Augustine attracted citizens from all over the county who not only took care of legal
business at the courthouse, but also patronized local business and merchants. With rail service, the community gained
economic strength through large scale timber harvesting and milling, and as a shipping point for agricultural products. The
growing economy brought new residents to the community and fostered development. The San Augustine Commercial
Historic District developed in the early 19th century along East and West Columbia Street and around the courthouse
square on Columbia, Broadway, Harrison and Main streets. Originally located along Main Street, San Augustine's
commercial district of the 1830s relocated to Columbia Street shortly after the community was established to take
advantage of that thoroughfare's vantage point as a high point along a low ridge. Better visibility for businesses and
protection from the periodic flooding of Ayish Bayou to the west were primary considerations in the move. Scattered
about the courthouse square and immediately adjacent to it were commercial buildings, and a few hotels and single family
dwellings. This pattern of mixing commercial, institutional and domestic uses was common in 19th century Southern
communities and reflects not only the cultural patterns the Anglo settlers of San Augustine brought with them, but the
small size and informality of community development in San Augustine. By the early 20th century, some of the dwellings
were gone and the land redeveloped with commercial uses, but a few domestic properties and a hotel survived into the
1930s. Today, only three domestic properties remain. They are clustered at the southwest edge of the district.
Institutional properties are scattered in the district, from the centrally placed courthouse square with its 1927 courthouse
and 1919 jail, to a 1941 former city hall building, one block east of the courthouse square, the 1893 jail about two blocks
northeast of the courthouse and the 1910 Masonic lodge, at the east end of the district. Three historic gas station buildings
also are at the east end of the district in the 200 block of East Columbia Street. Most district parcels contain historic
commercial, institutional or domestic resources and were developed by the early 1940s. Only three new buildings have
been erected in the district since that time. A small, one-story retail building was built on South Montgomery, and two
bank buildings were erected in the 1970s and 1980s. One replaced an older bank building. While these buildings are not
historic, they generally respect the scale, setbacks, height and materials of the surrounding historic development. Zoning
has not been utilized in the City of San Augustine, and despite the regularity of lots within the original town plat,
development has been more informal in terms of lot sizes and uses than would be typical in a community with zoning
standards. The community's small population base, and the variety of commercial, institutional, domestic and agricultural
types and styles that characterize the district, along with the absence of zoning requirements has created a district of
eclectic development. Despite its long development history and eclectic pattems, properties dating from ca. 1900 to 1941
predominate, and the associated Romanesque Revival, Classical Revival and Colonial Revival styling of the majority of
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district resources reflect the community's early 20th century building boom. The grid street pattern, street widths,
building setbacks and the largely unchanged landforms establish continuity throughout the district. Setbacks for
commercial properties in the 100 blocks of east and west Columbia Street and along South Broadway and South Harrison
streets are at the front and side property lines. Gas stations, institutional and agricultural properties and domestic
resources have more varied setbacks. (Photos 1-2). The elevated terrain of Columbia Street enhances visibility of the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District as seen from Main Street, also known as Texas Highway 21 (Old San Antonio
Road) and emphasizes the district's historic character and ability to convey a strong sense of time and place. The alley
facades of most district buildings remain largely intact, and those along the south side of the 100 block of East Columbia
are visible from Main Street, further enhancing the district's historic commercial character within the community setting.
Streets in the district also reflect development patterns. Streets date to the original 1833 town plat. District
streets were paved in the mid- to late-20th century. Most streets are 40 feet wide, following the dictates of the original
town plat. West Main Street in front of the courthouse appears to be wider, which is the result of the conversion of part of
the courthouse lot into parking and an internal street. East Main Street (Texas Highway 21) is located at the south edge
of the district and carries light to moderate trafflc during business hours and very light traffic at other times. The other
district streets carry very light local traffic. The Union Pacific Railroad tracks (historically the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway right-of-way) are about two blocks west of the western district boundary. East and South of the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District is the San Augustine Residential Historic District (NR 2006). Directly west is a
commercial/industrial area modified by many demolitions as well as alterations to most of the few existing historic
buildings. Northwest and north of the commercial area are residential neighborhoods that do not retain sufficient integrity
for National Register district listing. Map 2 shows the location of the district relative to the city as a whole. The district,
which includes approximately 14.2 acres, encompasses two entire city blocks and portions of five city blocks within the
City of San Augustine on portions of the original town plat.
Extant district development, except for the 1833 town plat that established the street pattern and placement and
the 1889 Hollis Building, occurred gradually between the 1890 fire and 1901 and proceeded at a moderate pace after 1901
until the start of the Great Depression, by which time most of the district was developed. Toward the end of the 1930s, as
the effects of the Depression were mitigated somewhat by various Federal make-work programs in the county, and
generally improving economic conditions as World War II approached, a few additional business buildings and one
duplex were erected in the district. Since the end of World War II, only new three buildings have been built. One is a
small, one-story retail building. A new bank was built ca. 1972 as a replacement for a ca. 1908 bank and a second bank
was erected about 1980. Cohesive, compatible remodeling of a few district commercial buildings occurred in the 1950s.
Two commercial building were remodeled in the late 1930s, while other commercial buildings were altered in the 1960s.
Commercial buildings rising to one-, two- three stories in height constitute the vast majority of primary historic
resources in the district. Five historic institutional buildings also are present. These are loadbearing brick or brick veneer
constructions, a few utilize stone veneer or concrete panels. The vast majority of roofs are flat with built-up parapet walls,
but a few, notably the courthouse, the 1893 jail and the 1910 Masonic hall utilize hipped or gabled roofs. Most buildings
are the work of local carpenters and contractors, although some were designed by architects. Few auxiliary resources are
within the district. Only an outhouse associated with a gas station and a commercial storage building are present in the
district. While each block within the district displays an individual eclectic character, similarities of setting, use, form, and
materials unify the district.
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The earliest known resource in the district is the pattern of the streets dating from 1833 original town plat. The
earliest surviving building dates from 1889, and is the only building in the district to survive the 1890 fire. While a few
district buildings date from the 1890s, including the 1893 jail, most district buildings were erected after the arrival of the
railroad in 1901. District development continued through the end of the 1920s, as the local economy gained strength.
Early district buildings include both the more high-sfyle, 1889, three-story, Hollis Building, which incorporates
Romanesque Revival style elements, and modest one-part commercial blocks, characterized by modest references to the
Romanesque Revival in the decorative brickwork found at the parapet level of the primary facades. A few commercial
buildings incorporate limited elements associated with the Classical Revival style. Commercial buildings erected after
1901 continue to reflect modest architectural detailing in Romanesque and Classical Revival styles, although in the 1930s
stylistic diversity presented itself in the form of modest references to Art Deco, Art Modeme, Intemational and French
Colonial Revival styles. A good example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style is found in the ca. 1938 gas station at 211
East Columbia (Photo 8). International Style influenced buildings were built in the late 1930s and the mid 1950s in the
district, and one commercial building was remodeled ca. 1953 using Greek Revival elements (Photo 4). Institutional
buildings include the 1893 Georgian Revival style jail (Photo 15), the 1910 Classical Revival style Masonic lodge
building (Photo 7), the 1927 Georgian Revival style courthouse and the 1941 Intemational Style influenced former city
hall. The San Augustine County Courthouse (NR 2004) designed by noted Texas architect T. Shirley Simons, Sr., and the
former city hall, designed by a architect named Freelove, are important landmarks within the community. The designers
of the other institutional buildings are not known. District dwellings include the ca. 1890 L-plan house at 204 West
Main. Altered with incompatible brick siding after the end of the period of significance, the house is Noncontributing to
the district. Prior to its extensive alteration, the house likely displayed Queen Anne detailing. The ca. 1903 Queen Anne
Ida and J. Benjamin Whitton House was built by local contractors E. W. Weiderman and J. A. Clark. The ca. 1935
Colonial Revival style duplex at the northwest corner of Broadway and Main was built by an unknown contractor. The
grain storage building is a metal sided design, whose builder is not known. This eclectic range of propertytypes,forms
and styles establishes the district's late-19th-to-mid-20th-century character.
PROPERTY TYPES

The historic district contains 71 resources (Maps 3-5). They include built forms organized into seven groups, or
property'types:commercial resources; institutional resources; domestic resources; agricultural resources; recreation and
culture resources; infrastructure resources; and landscape resources. This system is based on the original or intended use
of the resource (as presently discemable) and is consistent with the statewide context Community and Regional
Development in Texas, and National Register Bulletin 16a: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form.
Subtypes, based on plan and stylistic features are identified within each property type to facilitate analysis and evaluation.
Table 7.1 shows the distribution of propertytypesin the district and Table 7.2 organizes architectural styles used in the
historic district while Table 7.3 shows the breakdown of plan types.
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TABLE 7.1 DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES BY PROPERTY TYPE
Resource Type

Contributing

Noncontributing

Total

Commercial

22

14

36

1 part commercial block

13

10

23

2 part commercial block

4

1

5

Gas station

1

0

1

Gas station/Garage

2

0

2

Bank

1

2

3

Bus Station

1

0

1

Store

0

1

1

1

2

3

Storage Buildings

0

1

1

Signs

0

1

1

Out Houses

1

0

1

Institutional

5

1

6

County Courthouse

1

0

i

County Jail

2

0

2

City Hall

1

0

1

Masonic Hall

1

0

1

Signs

0

1

1

Domestic Single

1

1

2

Domestic Multiple

1

0

1

Agricultural

1

0

1

1

0

1

Commercial Auxiliary

Grain Storage Building
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TABLE 7.1 DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES BY PROPERTY TYPE
2

4

6

2

4

6

Infrastructure Elements

10

2

12

Landscape

2

2

4

Recreation and Culture
Monuments and Memorials

TABLE 7.2 DISTRIBUTION OF PRIMARY DISTRICT
RESOURCES BY STYLE
Style

Quantity

Romanesque Revival

12

Classical Revival

4

Colonial Revival

3

Georgian Revival

2

Queen Anne

2

Art Deco

2

Intemational Style

2

Art Modeme

1

French Colonial Revival

1

Spanish Colonial Revival

1

International Style/Colonial Revival

1

Romanesque Revival/Greek Revival

1
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TABLE 7.3 DISTRIBUTION OF PRIMARY
RESOURCES BY PLAN TYPE
Plan Type
Commercial

Quantity
36

1 part commercial block

23

2 part commercial block

5

Bank

3

Bus Station

1

Gas Station

1

Gas Station/Garage

2

Store

1

Institutional

5

Court House

1

Jail

2

City Hall

1

Masonic Hall

1

Domestic Single

2

L-Plan

1

No plan type

1

Domestic Multiple

1

Duplex
Agricultural
Total

1
1
45
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COMMERCIAL RESOURCES
There are 36 commercial resources in the district including 23 one-part commercial blocks, and five two-part
commercial blocks. Some of the one-part commercial blocks incorporate specialized uses such as a theater and auto
showrooms. Three banks, a bus station, and three gas stations also are in the district. A store, storage building, outhouse
and sign also are present. The vast majority of these resources are brick, brick veneer or stone veneer. Commercial
resources are significant for the way they define the downtown commercial area and for their inter-relationship with
institutional properties within the district. In addition, a few domestic properties exist in the downtown commercial area,
and are clustered at the southwest edge. These resources reflect the absence of zoning in San Augustine and the informal
development patterns of the community. Because San Augustine does not utilize zoning, differing propertytypesare not
strictly segregated from each other. Although the bulk of San Augustine's commercial buildings surround the courthouse
square in a cohesive grouping, in the historic period, a few gas stations, hotels, residences, offices and storage buildings
were placed intermittently throughout the residential area as owners desired. Similarly, non-commercial buildings such as
residences, hotels and agricultural buildings shared the downtown area. No longer extant dwellings and hotels were built
within the commercial district prior to 1865, and a few of these survived into the 1930s. However, all domestic properties
but the three at the southwest corner of the district have been demolished and the land redeveloped with commercial uses.
Twenty-two of the 36 commercial properties are Contributing to the district; one commercial auxiliary property, an
outhouse associated with a late 1930s gas station, also is Contributing to the district. Contributing commercial buildings
include the 1889 Romanesque Revival style Hollis Building at 128 East Columbia (Photo 5), the ca. 1900 Romanesque
Revival influenced 1. V. Childers Grocery Building at 129 East Columbia (Photo 6), the 1904; ca.l940 Art Deco
influenced J. L. Thomas Building at 128 West Columbia (Photo 11), and the ca. 1938 International Style/Colonial
Revival style San Augustine Bus Station at 109 East Main (Photo 13), and the 1940 Art Modeme Knight Parker Building
at 107-109 South Harrison (Photo 12).
Despite its small size, the San Augustine Commercial Historic District includes a variety of architectural styles
and plan forms. Included are the one-part commercial block and the two-part coinmercial block, forms used in the late
19th and early 20th century for commercial buildings. The district also includes a bus station, bank, a gas station, two
auto showrooms and a theater housed in one-part commercial block buildings and a combination gas station and garage.
This diversity speaks to the successful business life experienced by merchants and professionals within the historic district
and interprets the importance of the small town business district in pre-World War II America, when discount chain stores
and outlets and long distance travel to to find bargains were unknown. In addition to thetypesof commercial buildings
erected in San Augustine in the period of significance, at least nine architectural styles also are represented: Romanesque
Revival, Colonial Revival, Classical Revival, Greek Revival, French Colonial Revival, Art Deco, Art Moderne, Spanish
Colonial Revival, and the International Style. Two commercial building plan types are present: the one-part commercial
block and the two-part commercial block.
The One-Part Commercial Block is a discrete, independently treated building found free-standing or as part of a
group. It has a facadetypicallyconsisting of a tripartite store front with an extended brick parapet at roof level. Many
buildings in this category have storefronts with a central, recessed door and flanking, fixed-glass, display windows. A
row of transoms extends above these openings in a horizontal band and provides a supplemental source of natural light.
Corbeled brick, ornamental panels, parapet walls and cast-stone coping are often used to enhance the upper or parapet
wall. In most cases, the such buildings do not display all the characteristics of a fully developed architectural style.
Instead of high style detailing, most examples are vernacular buildings with some features that are characteristic of a
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particular architectural movement. The I. V. Childers Grocery Building at 129 East Columbia (Photo 6), for example, is a
one-part commercial block with modest vernacular references to the Romanesque Revival style seen in the brickwork
above the storefront. This plan form was used for stores, professional offices, bakeries, restaurants, and many other
business types. After automobiles became popular consumer items, this building type also served as showroom space for
auto sales. The smaller windows and central doorway associated with the typical form were enlarged to allow more
visibility of the vehicles inside. In San Augustine two auto showrooms were housed in one-part commercial block type
buildings. San Augustine Ford at 202 East Columbia still occupies such a space. Sometimes theaters were incorporated
into larger examples of the plan type. The Augus Theater on East Columbia Street occupies a one-part commercial block.
The Two-Part Commercial Block rises two to four stories, is distinguished by its division into two distinct
horizontal sections. The ground floor, or lower section, is similar to the organization of one-part commercial block, with a
central or corner door, flanking display windows and fixed transoms. However, the upper section is often a more solid
surface punctuated with smaller window openings, reflecting the office and domestic uses often placed there. The threebay configuration that is commonly seen on the ground level is sometimes repeated in the upper section, but the upper
floors may use a different window pattern. Windows on the upper floor(s) typically are double hung sash types and are
proportionally long and narrow, in contrast to the broadfixed-glassdisplay windows at the street level. Moreover,
windows in the upper section often display some type of stylistic detailing. A good example in San Augustine is the 1889
Romanesque Revival style Hollis Building at 128 East Columbia (Photo 5).
Other property types including banks and bus stations also exist within San Augustine. The banks are typically
two-stories high, but do not have the separation of design typical for the two-part commercial blocktype.The San
Augustine Bus Station at 109 East Main (Photo 13) is linear with a series of intemal rooms similar to a residence,
reflecting the International Style. However, the scale, siting and placement of doors and windows identify the bus station
as a strictly commercial building.
Several architectural styles, or elements of styles are seen in San Augustine's commercial buildings. These
include the Romanesque Revival, Colonial Revival, Classical Revival, Greek Revival, French Colonial Revival, Art Deco,
Art Moderne, Spanish Colonial Revival, and the International Style.
The Art Deco style is considered a modernistic (but not truly modem) style. It features smooth wall surfaces that
are usually covered in stucco, a flat roof with a raised parapet defined by a straight or zigzag edge, and zigzags, chevrons,
and other stylized geometric and plant fonns as decorative elements on the facade. Towers and vertical projections
sometimes are present on commercial buildings using this style. Built between 1920 and 1940, the Art Deco style is a
blending of older architectural forms with modernistic decorative elements. Art Deco design was most often applied to
commercial and govemment buildings, schools and gas stations, and sometimes for dwellings. The J. L. Thomas Building
at 128 West Columbia (Photo 11), was remodeled between 1939 and 1943 to include a modest parapet design reminiscent
of Art Deco styling.
The Art Moderne style is a derivative of the Art Deco mode and includes the flat roofs, smooth wall surface,
curved corners and boxy massing associated with Art Deco styling. Art Moderne forms were inspired by speed and
technology epitomized by airplanes, ships and automobiles. The style is also sometimes called Streamline Moderne after
its smooth, sleek lines, and curved walls. Ornament is minimal and takes the form of slightly projecting canopy over
doors and raised bands that encircle a building at the cornice line. Glass block is often used in and around windows, and

NPS Form 10-900-a
(B-86)

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section 9_ Page .15.

San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

round porthole windows provide visual interest and reference steamship design, one of the style=s inspirational forms.
One Art Modeme inspired building is in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. It is the 1940 Knight Parker
Building (Photo 12) at 107-109 South Harrison.
The Classical Revival (Neo-Classical) style was popular between about 1895 and 1950. High style examples of
the Classical Revival use a gabled or hipped roof and classical columns with decorative capitals located at the tops of the
columns. Classical Revival buildings look similar to Greek Revival buildings, but Classical Revival buildings are usually
larger and have a two-story porch or entry or an entry treatment that suggests a two-story portal. Classical Revival style
buildings are constructed of wood, stone, or brick with wood trim around windows and doors and on porches. Classical
Revival architecture was extreinely popular in the early 20th century and was used to construct most building types,
including domestic buildings, schools, churches, government buildings, and institutional buildings such as halls and
hospitals. It also was used for commercial buildings such as banks. Within the district are three commercial buildings
that utilize elements of the style: the altered two-part commercial block at 104-114 East Columbia, the one-part
commercial block at 123 East Columbia, and the ca. 1972 Texas Bank and Trust at 102 West Columbia (Photo 9).
The Colonial Revival style was popular nationally between the late 1870s and the early 1950s. Impetus for this
architectural movement derives from the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial, which spurred interest in the country's preRevolutionary past and its architectural history. The balanced facades of colonial style dwellings are relatively
undecorated except for the entry bay, where single story porticos or modeled door surrounds embellish the opening.
Dormers enhance the hipped or gable roof as do exaggerated chimney stacks. Closely related to the Colonial Revival is
the Georgian Revival style, usually a more upscale version associated with Tidewater Virginia plantations of the 18th
century. The Georgian style, so named for England's era of the four King Georges, replicates the typical red brick
construction in brick veneer and incorporates the one or two story massing with side gabled roof, dormers and
symmetrical facade arrangement including flanking wings that extend the linearity of the primary house block. The
Colonial Revival is San Augustine's most popular domestic design mode and there are more than 40 examples of the style
within the community. Within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District are two examples of the style: a one-story
ca. 1935 duplex on South Broadway and the ca. 1938 San Augustine Bus Station (Photo 13), which incorporates Colonial
Revival style elements into the multipane windows, and window and door detailing. Two other examples are within the
district: the 1973 seat on the courthouse square and the historic-era lightfi.xtureson the courthouse grounds.
The French Colonial Revival style is most often used in the design of residences, but also is known from small
scale commercial buildings that are residential in scale. Incorporating steeply pitched side gabled or hipped roofs,
symmetrical facades with evenly spaced windows and doors and wide porches or galleries, such features also were
applied to commercial buildings during the 1920s and 1930s when revival style architecture was highly popular across the
country. It is most often found in areas of the country colonized in the 18th century by France, such as New Orleans and
in French-established communities along the Mississippi River. However, the style also occurs as part of the early 20th
century revival movement throughout the country. In commercial buildings, the style often utilizes a modified form of a
common housetype,with its primary characteristics a side gabled roof with end wall parapets, symmetrical window and
door placement and plain, unadorned wall surfaces. In San Augustine, one example of the style is found in the downtown
commercial district, at 125 East Columbia. It was a replacement for another building that was removed.
The International Style developed from German Bauhaus philosophy of the early 20th century that stressed form
and function and rejected ornamentation in response to the decorative excesses of 19th and early 20th century historical
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styles. International style design has been applied to every type of construction including homes, commercial,
institutional and industrial resources. It is most often used in commercial design where flat roofs, plain, smooth wall
surfaces,typicallyof concrete, metal or stucco, or large metal frame windows and doors and volumetric massing define
the style. Early examples sometimes used stark white stucco exteriors. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic
District, references to the style are seen in the massing and wall surfaces of the ca. 1905 bank building at 102 East
Columbia, remodeled about 1955 using elements of the style. The ca. 1938 bus station (Photo 13) also utilizes the
massing and smooth wall surfaces of the International Style style as does the 1941 former city hall.
The Romanesque Revival style istypicallyseen on churches, institutional buildings and commercial buildings.
Character-defining features on high-style examples include pitched roofs, heavy corner piers and towers, round-arch
openings, blind arcades, corbeled parapets and towers or spires extending from the parapet or roof When applied to
modest commercial buildings, the Romanesque Revivaltypicallyincludes brick construction, a corbeled (or dog-tooth)
parapet and small towers or spires extending from the parapet wall. Sometimes only the dog-tooth design, or a variant, is
present. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic District, 12 examples of the style are present. Most of these are
modest vernacular buildings that utilize only the most limited references to the style, typically in the parapet design. Two
of the best district examples are the more high-style 1889 Hollis Building at 128 East Columbia (Photo 5) and the modest
I. V. Childers Grocery Building at 129 East Columbia (Photo 6).
The Greek Revival style is based on Classic Greek architectural designs, most notably the temple front form. In
San Augustine the Greek Revival style is notably seen on the S. W. Blount House, located in the San Augustine
Residential Historic District. It has the symmetrical massing, hipped roof and temple front designtypicallyassociated
with the style. Popular in the 1830s and 1840s, the Greek Revival was most often built in eastern, upper mid-west and
southern states that had an established population by that time. In frontier areas, such as Texas, the style was rare. As an
early Anglo-American community, enjoying prosperity and growth in the 1830s, San Augustine was fertile ground for the
style. Although most local examples have been lost, the Blount house and other residential examples in the community
remain. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic District, one commercial building, at 107 East Columbia (Photo 4),
displays elements of the style in the temple front canopy added to the building between 1950 and 1955. This canopy lacks
the columnstypicallyassociated with the style. In addition to residences, the style was commonly used for banks,
churches and other highly visible buildings during the 1830s and 1840s. Its occurrence in Texas is rare and its use on a
modest commercial building in the mid-20th century is uncommon.
The Spanish Colonial Revival style is perhaps the most popular of all revival style design in areas with a Spanish
or Mexican colonial past (also called Spanish Eclectic). When applied to dwellings and commercial buildings, this style
uses asymmetrical massing in one or two stories with a low pitched tile or wood shingle roof Doors and windows are
often set within arched openings and the wall surface is usually stucco. Detailing is a mix of Moorish, Byzantine, Spanish
Gothic or Spanish Renaissance elements (McAlester:4l6). The style was widely built between about 1920 and 1940
throughout California and Florida, and to a lesser extent in Arizona and Texas, and was popular in San Antonio, Houston,
El Paso and Dallas. Scattered examples occur in East Texas, including the ca. 1938 gas station at 211 East Columbia
(Photo 8). The style also was applied to commercial buildings, gas stations, hospitals, schools, theaters and government
buildings.
Noncontributing commercial buildings are generally so classified because of incompatible alterations to their
primary facade. One example is the J. P. Mathews Co. building (Photo 10) at 110 West Columbia, which was altered in
the 1960s, but which retains the massing and scale of surrounding historic buildings and with compatible rehabilitation
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might be eligible for reclassification as Contributing to the district. Other Noncontributing commercial resources are
historic buildings that have been incompatibly altered with significant changes to their storefronts that removed, obscured
or otherwise greatly diminished the historic character-defining architectural features originally present. The changes made
to some of these buildings could be reversed with appropriate rehabilitation using the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards. However, these Noncontributing features generally retain their historic setbacks and the scale of the district.
Their impact on district integrity is limited. Only three commercial buildings were built in the district after the end of the
period of significance. They are Texas Bank and Trust (Photo 9), erected ca. 1972 as a replacement for a much
remodeled ca. 1908 bank on the same property. The building is compatible with the scale, materials, design, siting and
massing of the surrounding historic commercial buildings. A small store also was built about 1965 and about 1980 another
bank building was erected. Commercial resources are significant for their associations with the commercial life of San
Augustine and the ways in which they reflect the economic variables affecting San Augustine. They also are significant as
examples of late 19th and early 20th century architecture as built in small and medium sized communities in Texas and
the nation and interpret the tastes, budgets and needs of San Augustine's business community during the period of
significance. Contributing commercial resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the period of significance
and retain original features or those from a later, cohesive or compatible alteration including massing and characterdefining historic architectural details such as fenestration patterns, basic storefront configuration, parapet detailing, design
and materials as well as five of the seven Aspects of Integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling
and association.
INSTITUTIONAL RESOURCES
Institutional resources in the district include the county courthouse, two county jail buildings, a former city hall
building and a Masonic lodge and associated neon sign. The 1927 Georgian Revival style stone veneer courthouse and
the adjacent 1919 jail building, now used as offices, are located on the courthouse square near the center of the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District. The courthouse and jail were listed in the National Register of Historic Places in
2004. At the northeast edge of the district is the two-story Georgian Revival style red brick jail, built in 1893 (Photo 15).
South of the 1893 jail is the 1941 former San Augustine City Hall. An International Style influenced building, the former
city hall was built with WPA funds and completed just days before Pearl Harbor. In the southeast comer of the district is
the 1910 yellow brick and stucco Classical Revival style Masonic lodge (Photo 7). All five institutional properties are
important district landmarks; the Masonic lodge sign is Noncontributing as it was erected after the end of the period of
significance. While all but the county courthouse and 1919 jail are now privately owned, they are important reminders of
San Augustine's rich history and the eclectic development patterns that exist within the district and the city as a whole.
All are Contributing properties to the district. While their massing, scale and materials differ somewhat, all are
compatible with the district and help to define it as the center of the community.
The International Style developed from German Bauhaus philosophy of the early 20th century that stressed form
and function and rejected ornamentation in response to the decorative excesses of 19th and early 20th century historical
styles. Intemational style design has been applied to every type of construction including homes, commercial,
institutional and industrial resources. It is most often used in commercial design where flat roofs, plain, smooth wall
surfaces, typically of concrete, metal or stucco, or large metal frame windows and doors and volumetric massing define
the style. Early examples sometimes used start white stucco exteriors. In the San Augustine Cominercial Historic
District, the 1941 former city hall building at 108 South Montgomer>', known originally as Hometown Hall, displays the
flat, unadorned wall surfaces and massing of the style. Built using cast concrete panels, the building interprets a modest
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aspect of the style appropriate for a govemment building in a small community. The ca. 1938 bus station also reflects the
horizontality and massing of the International Style.
The Classical Revival (Neo-Classical) style was popular between about 1895 and 1950. High style examples of
the Classical Revival use a gabled or hipped roof and classical columns with decorative capitals located at the tops of the
columns. Classical Revival buildings look similar to Greek Revival buildings, but Classical Revival buildings are usually
larger and have a two-story porch or entry or an entry treatment that suggests a two-story portal. Classical Revival style
buildings are constructed of wood, stone, or brick with wood trim around windows and doors and on porches. Classical
Revival architecture was extremely popular in the early 20th century and was used to construct most building types,
including domestic buildings, schools, churches, government buildings, and institutional buildings such as halls and
hospitals, h also was used for commercial buildings such as banks. Within the district one institutional building, the
1910 Masonic Hall at 208 East Columbia (Photo 7) is a good example of the style applied to a modest institutional
building. Three commercial buildings in the district also utilize elements of the style: the two-part commercial block at
104-114 East Columbia, the one-part commercial block at 123 East Columbia and the ca. 1972 Texas Bank and Trust
(Photo 9).
Closely related to the Colonial Revival is the Georgian Revival style, usually a more upscale version of the
Colonial Revival associated with Tidewater Virginia plantations of the 18th century. The Georgian style, so named for
England's era of the four King Georges, replicates the typical red brick construction in brick veneer and incorporates the
one or two story massing with side gabled roof, dormers and symmetrical facade arrangement includingflankingwings
that extend the linearity of the primary house block. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic District there are two
examples of the Georgian Revival style. One is the 1893 red brick jail building (Photo 15) at 107 North Montgomery. It
is so faithful to the style's original proportions, symmetry massing and roof form that it could easily be mistaken for a
genuine Georgian-era building. The other example is the 1927 San Augustine County Courthouse (NR 2004) at 100 West
Columbia. Its symmetry, formal massing and restrained detailing, hipped roof and stone veneer exterior all combine to
create an elegant, knowledgeable revival version of the style.
Contributing institutional resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the period of significance and
retain their original character defining historic architectural details such as fenestration patterns, primary facade
configuration, massing, and materials, as well as five of the seven Aspects of Integrity. Institutional resources are
significant for the supporting role they play within the community and the city as a whole as providers of community and
govemment service. Contributing institutional resources in the district date to the district's period of significance and
retain integrity sufficient to convey the aesthetic values and life style of that era. All were built to serve the growing city
and county population and are worthy architectural examples reflecting San Augustine's role as the county seat.
DOMESTIC RESOURCES
The property type Domestic Resources is the most common in San Augustine and accounts for the vast majority
of historic resources identified in the 2002-2003 survey. Within the Phase I survey area this category includes single
family residences, multiple family residences (duplexes), and domestic auxiliary resources including garages, garage
apartments, wells, wash houses and playhouses. Domestic resources visually and physically define the city, occurring in
regular placement on most streets therein. Although most resources are one story in height, a few are two stories, and still
fewer are 2 V2 stories. Wood siding or brick veneer are the two most commonly occurring e.xterior materials. The vast
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majority of roof forms are gabled, while some domestic resources feature hipped roofs or a combination of hipped and
gabled types. Some domestic properties are constructed of wood framing with stucco or a combination of wood and brick
veneer. San Augustine's multiple family resources include eight duplexes. The majority date from the 1920s and 1930s
and reflect the need for efficient, moderately priced rental housing and the size of available vacant parcels in the district
during a period of growth. The presence of duplexes instead of apartments supports the single-family dwelling character
of San Augustine and suggests that citizens placed a premium on yard and garden space adjacent to dwellings. Three
domestic resources are within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. These include the 2-story, ca. 1903 Queen
Anne influenced Ida and J. Benjamin Whitton House (Photo 14), a one-story ca. 1935 Colonial Revival style duplex and a
ca. 1890 L-plan dwelling that has been incompatibly altered.
Alterations to domestic resources in San Augustine can be grouped into five major categories: changes to exterior
siding, changes to windows and doors, changes to porch treatments, changes to roof form and major additions. A few
19th and early 20th century dwellings in San Augustine were extensively remodeled and enlarged during the historic
period incorporating older portions of their respective dwellings within wholly new designs that display cohesive
character-defining elements. Other dwellings reflect sensitive historic alterations and additions resulting in the mixing of
two or more styles. Some dwellings are enlarged with rear, side or front additions. In many cases San Augustine's
residential buildings sustain changes in one, two or three of these categories but still retain high degrees of physical and
design integrity. However, some dwellings have sustained changes in three or more categories obscuring or removing
most, if not all, historic character-defining architectural elements. Alterations to domestic auxiliary resources include the
same kinds of changes found on single and multiple family dwellings. No domestic auxiliary resources are found in the
district.
The first houses built in what is now San Augustine were modest buildings that encompassed only a few rooms.
These vernacular houses are original buildings constructed for and by ordinary people. They are defined by floor plans
and forms that have remained stable despite stylistic change and diversity. Many dwellings in San Augustine utilize
vernacular forms. Among these vernacular, tradition-based house forms are the L-plan house type. One example, at 204
West Main, is within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District.
The L-plan house is Texas' most common house form of the late 19th century and is easily identified by its Lshaped building footprint. The L-plan house may have integral rear ells, or enclosed porches but the most distinctive
feature is the front projecting wing that extends from the side gabled main building mass. L-plan dwellings sometimes
display elaborate detailing or ornamentation, especially on the porch, above windows and in the gable ends. In such cases
these houses use some of the decorative detailing applied to high-style Queen Anne, Classical Revival or rarely.
Craftsman, design. Entry to the L-plan dwelling is through a hall or passageway that has several rooms in tandem on one
side and a single room on the opposite side. In the commercial district there is one L-plan dwelling, at 204 West Main. It
has been incompatibly altered and all character-defining architectural elements removed or obscured by the changes. It is
Noncontributing to the district.
While most vernacular houses lacked stylistic detailing, some incorporated litriited elements associated with
popular 19th century styles including Greek Revival, Queen Anne, Classical Revival and Colonial Revival. The Ida and
J. Benjamin Whitton House at 206 West Main (Photo 14), though now featuring a somewhat modified porch, is a good
example of larger, more expansive 2-story vernacular designs built in San Augustine and embellished with stylistic
features associated with popular, high-style architectural forms of the time. Siding, and detailing around doors and
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windows and on the porch of this dwelling all speak of the Queen Anne style. The Whitton House is Contributing to the
historic commercial district. The Queen Anne style was one of the most popular late 19th century architectural modes. It
expressed an aspect of the late 19th century picturesque movement. An elaborate arrangement of ornamental details
drawn from medieval English architecture gave the style its appeal. Characteristic of Queen Anne styling is its
asymmetrical form expressed in wood frame, brick or stone construction raised to two or three stories, and embellished by
a collection of rounded towers, domes of many shapes, turrets and steeply pitched roofs built of conical, pyramidal and
hipped shapes. No other style exhibited such a rich variety of textures as seen in the use of smooth clapboard, patterned
brick, imbricated shingles, polychrome roof tiles, carved brackets, turned balusters and porch supports and sawn and
pierced bargeboards, all combined to create a harmonious form.
From the late 19th century well into the 20th century, the promotion of historic styles in builder's magazines,
professional journals and the popular press created a demand throughout the nation for houses in the Colonial Revival,
Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival, Mediterranean Revival, Mission Revival, Spanish Colonial
Revival, Monterey Revival, French Eclectic, Chateauesque and other revival styles. The revival movement was a
reaction to the highly decorative, eclectic late Victorian era styles, including the Queen Anne mode, and was based on
orderly, resurgent, traditional aesthetic modes associated with the western European heritage of most Americans. The
1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago featured an ideal city created for the fair that showcased Greek and
Roman classicism and brought Classical Revival to the fore as a favored American architectural style. Architects drew
ambitious and academically correct designs, while the majority of modest revival styled examples were derived from
women's magazines, plan books and mail-order catalogs. Other revival styles sprang up in response to a rediscovery of
regional historical heritage such as the English settlement of much of the eastern seaboard (Colonial and Georgian
Revival), Dutch settlement of New York (Dutch Colonial Revival), and the Spanish and Mexican periods in California,
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas and Florida (Mission Revival, Pueblo Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival). Other
historical styles emanated from the broadening experiences of travel in the gilded age of the 1880s through 1914, and the
experiences of World War I soldiers who were the first large American population to see first hand the palaces, castles,
country homes and vernacular cottages of England, France, Germany and Italy. Styles that were popular as a result of
increasing American sophistication supported by travel, books, and popular publications include Renaissance Revival,
Romanesque Revival, Mediterranean Revival, French Eclectic, Chateauesque and Tudor Revival modes.
The Colonial Revival style was popular nationally between the late 1870s and the early 1950s. Impetus for this
architectural movement derives from the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial, which spurred interest in the country's preRevolutionary past and its architectural history. The balanced facades of colonial style dwellings are relatively
undecorated except for the entry bay, where single story porticos or modeled door surrounds embellish the opening.
Dormers enhance the hipped or gable roof as do exaggerated chimney stacks. Closely related to the Colonial Revival is
the Georgian Revival style, usually a more upscale version associated with Tidewater Virginia plantations of the 18th
centur>'. The Georgian style, so named for England's era of the four King Georges, replicates the typical red brick
construction in brick veneer and incorporates the one or two story massing with side gabled roof, dormers and
symmetrical facade arrangement includingflankingwings that extend the linearity of the primary house block. The
Colonial Revival is San Augustine's most popular domestic design mode and there are more than 40 examples of the style
within the community. Within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District is a one-story duplex, at 116 South
Broadway, embellished with Colonial Revival style elements most visible in the building's massing, symmetry' and entry
detailing.
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Although domestic resources are the most common in the city, within the San Augustine Commercial Historic
District they account for just three of the 71 resources. Exterior materials of these district dwellings are brick veneer,
wood or synthetic siding, and roofs are gabled, or a combination of hipped and gabled types. Vernacular dwellings are
characterized by distinctive architectural forms of modest scale and minimal or modest ornamentation.
Domestic resources Contributing to the San Augustine Commercial Historic District are at least 50 years old and
are recognizable to the period of significance. Contributing domestic resources display the original construction methods
and materials, or those from a later, cohesive, historic-era remodeling. Contributing single family and multiple family
resources have exterior modifications in no more than three of the following categories: porch, windows and doors,
primary facade fenestration patterns, siding, roof form or additions and retain five of the seven Aspects of Integrity.
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
Agricultural Resources are an important property type within San Augustine's community development.
However, because of the continuing development of the city, and the gradual shift away from agricultural pursuits and
family subsistence farming in the second quarter of the 20th century, most of San Augustine's agricultural resources have
been demolished or otherwise lost. Agricultural resources are defined as those associated with the daily operations of
raising or managing animals for meat or produce, or the storage of materials, equipment or supplies used in the growing,
breeding, raising or harvesting of crops, products and materials associated with farming, ranching, dairying or
horticulture. Only a few agricultural resources remain in the city, and these are largely barns and sheds. One agricultural
property survives in the commercial district—the grain storage warehouse located behind (west of) the 1941 former city
hall building, and south of the Hollis Building at 128 East Columbia. The grain warehouse is a ca. 1925, two-story metal
sided building that once housed corn, hay and other locally harvested feed crops. It is Contributing to the district.
Contributing agricultural buildings date from the early 20th century and contribute to understanding of agricultural
practices and their role in San Augustine's economy during that period. Contributing agricultural resources are at least 50
years of age, are recognizable to the district's period of significance and retain their original character defining historic
architectural details, material and massing, as well as five of the seven Aspects of Integrity.
INFRASTRUCTURE ELEMENTS
District infrastructure resources number 12 and include streets and the historic grid pattern layout they represent,
as well as sidewalks, traffic control devices such as stop signs, street lights and poles and utility meter covers.
Construction materials are concrete, asphalt, metal and glass. Raised concrete sidewalks date from ca. 1940, although not
every block within the district is improved with these features. In some cases the historic character of infrastructure
features has been modified or removed through repairs and repaving efforts at various times in the post-historic period.
While the asphalt-paved streets are rendered Noncontributing due to repairs and repaving at various times in the posthistoric period, the layout, or plan, of those streets is considered a Contributing feature because of its association with the
founding of the community and its influence in the layout of additional streets within the historic district. The pattern of
the streets in the district is considered Contributing as its represents the layout of the original town plat, thought to be the
first example of the Shelbyville Square Plan used in Texas. Photo 1 and Photo 2 show Columbia Street, the primary
commercial street of the district. The 100 block of East Main Street to the 100 block of West Main Street is considered a
Contributing element for its role as a portion of the historic Old San Antonio Road, and now known as Texas Highway 21
and recently designated as Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail. This road served travelers, settlers, the
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military and commerce from the 1700s through the 20th century. Originally the trace stretched from the Mexican border
through San Antonio to San Augustine and finally terminated at Natchitoches, Louisiana, following a number of related
paths and routes in any given region. After statehood, the Old San Antonio Road continued to be an important
immigration and commercial link within Texas and between Te.xas and Louisiana. Eventually, in the 1920s, portions of
the road were realigned, redesigned and paved (Crocket:216). Main Street is San Augustine's east/west artery and
connects the community with Nacogdoches to the west and the town of Milam on the east. Other infrastructure elements
such as street lights and street light poles and glass and metal water meter covers date to about 1940 and are Contributing
to the district. One distinctive, historic traffic control device is the metal "stop" sign (Photo 3) located in the center of
Montgomery Street at its intersection with East Main Street. This metal device is the only surviving example of an early
stop sign in San Augustine. It is Contributing to the district.
District infrastructure resources are considered eligible for listing in the National Register as Contributing features
to the district for their contributions to community planning and development. Those considered Contributing to the
district are at least 50 years old and are recognizable to the district's period of significance. Infrastructure resources are
significant for their role in the development of the district and the larger San Augustine community. Established by early
explorers and town founders, and improved with public funds, the street layout, paving, sidewalks, traffic control and
utility meter covers reflect the exploration and settlement of the area and the role that government played in the life of the
community and the historic district. Infrastructure resources including systems for the delivery of utilities are tangible
links to the evolution of technology in an industrialized society. They may also be important for associations with an
engineering firm, fabricator or individual designer. Utility systems permit the installation of electricity and indoor
plumbing, which in turn affect the physical characteristics of homes, businesses and institutional facilities and may be
significant for information they could reveal about the development of systems technologies. Because the majority of
utility systems are subterranean, no assessment of such resources, except for above ground meter covers, have been made
as part of this project.

RECREATION AND CULTURE RESOURCES
Recreation and culture resources that may be eligible for National Register listing include recreational facilities
such as halls, gymnasiums, stadiums, playingfieldsand other buildings and structures created for human recreation, as
well as designed spaces and monuments such as parks and public art. These resources are eligible for listing in the
National Register as Contributing resources when they are closely associated with the historic context, with important
events, individuals, or when they display meritorious design features, techniques or materials. They may be individually
eligible historic properties or they may contribute to a sense of time and place within a historic district. Included as
potentially eligible are public improvements as well as those on private property such as parks, planned open spaces,
public art, sculpture, and monuments and memorials. Most of these resources will be nominated as ancillary Contributing
features to individual property listings, or as Contributing resources within historic districts. Contributing recreation and
culture resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the district's period of significance and retain their
original character defining historic architectural details, material and massing, as well as five of the seven Aspects of
Integrity. In San Augustine, recreation and culture resources include elements such as monuments and public art.
Although no public parks are within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District, the planned open space surrounding
the county courthouse includes six commemorative markers. One is the 1936 Texas Centennial bronze statue of James
Pinckney Henderson, another is a 1976 Bicentennial marker, another is a veterans memorial, a fourth is a Vietnam
Veterans' marker and the fifth is the 1986 Texas Sesquicentennial marker and the sixth commemorates the Sparks family.
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long time residents of San Augustine. The 1936 Henderson statue is significant for its associations with the 1936 Texas
centennial, while the other memorials built within the period of significance are important for their role in highlighting
important events associated with Texas and American history. Only the Henderson statue and the veterans memorial are
Contributing to the district. The other monuments were erected after the end of the period of significance.
LANDSCAPE FEATURES
Landscape features of the district such as masonrj' walls, gazebos, and permanent garden seats are classified either
as Contributing or Noncontributing features of the district. Other distinctive features include the mature trees and lawn
planted around the courthouse square and at the three dwellings within the district. Due to the commercial nature of the
district, street trees are not present in the district and the presence of plant material is limited. The masonry walls of the
district also provide special character to individual properties and are classified as Contributing to the district. Concrete
and stone retaining walls, provide decorative delineation of property lines. Noncontributing landscape elements include a
small garden seat built in 1973 at the northeast corner of the courthouse square and a ca. 1980 wood gazebo, also on the
grounds of the courthouse square. These two elements are compatible in scale and materials but because of relatively
recent construction and are Noncontributing. Contributing landscape resources are at least 50 years of age, are
recognizable to the district's period of significance and retain their original character defining design, materials, scale and
massing and at least five of the seven Aspects of Integrity. Landscape resources are significant for the way they reveal
information about overall development and growth patterns within the district and thus, relate district properties to larger
issues of community development. Landscape resources reflect changing technology and increased availability of massproduced materials, design trends and aesthetic preferences. All can contribute to the understanding of individual
properties and historic districts. Largely installed with private funds, landscape features are an extension of the aesthetic
values of citizens and reflect the kind of decorative or functional man-made elements available in any given historical era
associated with the district. Contributing landscape resources enhance the individual properties in the district and help to
define district ambiance.
NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES
Noncontributing properties are historic resources incompatibly altered through removal or obscurance of character
defining architectural details, and those erected or moved into the district after the end of the district's period of
significance. The majority of Noncontributing resources within the district are historic commercial buildings that have
been incompatibly altered so that they no longer reflect their original historic character or a cohesive character from the
period of significance. Most of these properties have alterations wholly or partially reversible, and if such properties were
rehabilitated in accord with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines they could be reevaluated for
inclusion in the district is Contributing resources. One example is the J. P. Mathews Co. building at 110 West Coluinbia
(Photo 10). One commercial property, the Te.xas Bank and Trust (Photo 9) was constructed ca. 1972 and is considered
Noncontributing to the district. The bank generally mirrors the characteristics of historic Contributing commercial
properties in materials, style, and siting and is not intrusive since it utilizes materials and design similar to the historic
resources of the district. However, the J. P. Mathews Co. building was extensively remodeled after the end of the historic
period in a manner that significantly changed the front facade configuration. Further, the remaining brick portions of the
facade were covered with metal sheathing, masking remaining original character-defining features. However, if the
sheathing was removed, the building could be re-evaluated, and if enough historic materials reinain above the storefront
alterations, the building might qualify for reclassification as Contributing to the district. Because of the commercial
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nature of the district, there are only two commercial outbuildings within district boundaries. These are the ca. 1950
Contributing outhouse associated with the ca. 1938 Spanish Colonial Revival style gas station at 211 East Columbia
(Photo 8). The other is the ca. 1990 commercial storage building located at the rear of 204 West Main. It is
Noncontributing to the district, but its location to the rear of a domestic property, limits its visibility and impact.
SUMMARY OF REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS AND TYPICAL ALTERATIONS
To be eligible for listing the National Register a historic district must be a well defined area containing a
significant concentration of historic (pre-1957) resources that retain their architectural integrity to a high degree. Few
non-historic buildings should be present in the district. Approximately 50 percent of all features in the district should be
classified as Contributing, a designation that requires a property to retain enough of its original fabric to be recognizable
to the district's period of significance. A Contributing property does not have to be unaltered but should retain most of its
character defining historic architectural details and materials. A Contributing property can also be a property that does not
necessarily relate to the historic significance of the district as a whole, but may be eligible for the National Register on an
individual basis for its architecture. Noncontributing properties are those that detract from the district's historic character.
This category includes historic resources and their auxiliary buildings that have lost their integrity through severe exterior
alterations, properties built since 1957 and those moved to the district or built within it in the last 50 years. Properties
classified as Contributing in this nomination conform to registration requirements defined in this section.
The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is a distinct, cohesive group of commercial, institutional,
domestic, agricultural, recreation and culture, infrastructural and landscape resources that inter-relate to convey a complex
history of development patterns and architectural preferences spanning the district's period of significance, 1833-1957.
Few non-historic resources are in the district. Within the district, 63 percent of properties are Contributing to the district,
and the district appears eligible at the local level of significance under Criteria A and C in the areas of community
planning and development and architecture.
Commercial resources are significant for the way they interpret the inter-relationship of commercial properties
with other propertytypeswithin the district. Because San Augustine historically had no zoning, differing property types
were not strictly segregated from each other. Although the bulk of San Augustine's commercial buildings surround the
courthouse square in a cohesive grouping, a few institutional and domestic properties also are present and reflect the
development patterns of the district. No longer e.xtant dwellings and hotels were built within the district prior to 1865 and
a few of these survived into the 1930s. However, all domestic properties but the three at the southwest corner of the
district have been demolished and the land redeveloped with commercial uses. Four of the five primary institutional
properties in the district—the county courthouse, two jail buildings, and a city hall—also relate to the development of the
commercial area in that all were closely associated with the business and governmental life of the community. The
presence of the Masonic Lodge at the east edge of the commercial area, reflects the close relationship between members
of the Masons order and the business life of small and medium sized communities in the 19th and early 20th century
America. While some cotrimercial resources in the district are noteworthy architectural examples, most are significant for
their representative design qualities and their placement within the complex land division pattems. Together, these
resources form a well-defined group that retains sufficient integrity to relate the development history of the downtown
commercial area and the city between 1833 and 1957. Commercial resources are associated with events such as
rebuilding after the 1890 fire and the increasing economic stability after 1901 fostered by the railroad, cotton, timber, and
the continued development of San Augustine as a legal and commercial service center for the county. Contributing
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commercial resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the district's period of significance and retain
original character defining historic architectural details, materials and massing, as well as five of the seven Aspects of
Integrity.
Institutional resources are significant for the supporting role they play within the commercial district and the city
as a whole as providers of government services and regulation that drew residents from all over the county on official
business, thus providing the local merchants with more business exposure and opportunity. Institutional resources in the
district date to the district's period of significance and retain integrity sufficient to convey the aesthetic values and life
style of that era. All were built to serve the growing population within the historic district and the community as a whole.
Institutional resources Contributing to the district are at least 50 years old and are recognizable to the district's period of
significance. They retain original construction methods and materials, or those from a later, cohesive, historic-era
remodeling and retain five of the seven Aspects of Integrity.
Significant domestic resources are representative of comiuunity developiuent patterns in San Augustine and in the
commercial district and reflect those patterns as well as architectural trends between 1833 and 1957. Surviving domestic
properties are significant for their representative design qualities and their placement within the complex land division
patterns of the downtown area. Domestic resources Contributing to the San Augustine Commercial Historic District are at
least 50 years old and are recognizable to the district's period of significance. They utilize the original construction
methods and materials, or those from a later, cohesive, historic-era remodeling. Contributing single family and multiple
family resources have exterior modifications in no more than three of the following categories: porch, windows and doors,
primary facade fenestration patterns, siding, roof form and additions and retain five of the seven Aspects of Integrity:
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.
Agricultural resources are significant for the way they reflect San Augustine's most important and enduring
economic force. Agriculture formed the basis of the community's economy in its earliest days when subsistence farming
and stock raising were the primary pursuits of most local residents. Agriculture was an important contributor to stability
and prosperity, even for families whose primary worker engaged in medicine, law or another trade. As San Augustine
grew in the early 20th century cotton and large scale timber harvesting, along with truck farming and milling were
primary economic contributors. Agriculture remained an important local economic component until the 1960s.
Agriculture resources Contributing to the district are at least 50 years old and are recognizable to the district's period of
significance. They retain original construction methods and materials, or those from a later, cohesive, historic-era
remodeling. Contributing agricultural resources have exterior modifications in no more than three of the following
categories: windows and doors, primarv facade configuration, siding, roof form and additions and retain five of the seven
Aspects of Integrity. Only one agricultural resource is in the district, and it is a Contributing element.
Infrastructure resources are significant for their role in the development of the district and the city as a whole.
Built with public funds, paved streets and highways, and sidewalks, traffic control and utility systems reflect the role that
govemment played in the life of the community and the historic district. Infrastructure resources Contributing to the
district are at least 50 years old and are recognizable to the period of significance. They retain original layout and
dimensions and/or construction methods and materials. Contributing infrastructure resources retain five of the seven
Aspects of Integrity. The pattern and location of all district streets, a segment of the Old San Antonio Road at the south
edge of the district now known as Main Street, elevated concrete sidewalks, and various street light and traffic control
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devices are considered Contributing. Changes to infrastructure resources include repairs and repaving of streets and
sidewalks.
Recreation and Culture resources are significant for their supporting roles in the development and life of the
community. Such resources can include public parks and public art. They reflect the recreational and artistic values of
the local population during the period of significance and thus are ancillary, but important, elements within a historic
district. Contributing recreation and culture resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the district's period
of significance and retain their original character defining historic architectural details, materials and design as well as
five of the seven Aspects of Integrity. In the San Augustine Comiriercial Historic District, two monuments located on the
courthouse grounds are Contributing. One is a 1936 bronze and marble statue of James Pinckney Henderson, an
important figure in the Texas Revolution and its governance during the Republic period. That monument was erected as
part of the Texas Centennial to commemorate important historic events. The other Contributing recreation and culture
resource is a veterans memorial. A number of Noncontributing monuments also are found in on the courthouse grounds,
including a Vietnam Veterans memorial and a 1976 American Bicentennial marker. Because they were installed after the
end of the period of significance, they are considered Noncontributing.
Landscape features of the district such as masonry walls, gazebos, and permanent garden seats are classified either
as Contributing or Noncontributing features of the district. Other distinctive features include the mature trees and lawn
around the courthouse square and at the three dwellings within the district. Due to the commercial nature of the district,
street trees are not present in the district and the presence of plant material is limited. The masonry walls of the district
also provide special character to individual properties and are classified as Contributing to the district. Concrete and stone
retaining walls, provide decorative delineation of property lines and are Contributing to the district. Noncontributing
landscape elements include a small garden seat built in 1973 at the northeast corner of the courthouse square and a ca.
1980 wood gazebo, also on the grounds of the courthouse square. These two elements are compatible in scale and
materials but because of relatively recent construction and are Noncontributing due to age. Contributing landscape
resources are at least 50 years of age, are recognizable to the district's period of significance and retain their original
character defining design, materials, scale and massing and at least five of the seven Aspects of Integrity.
Typical alterations to commercial resources in the district are changes to storefronts and the installation of
synthetic or metal siding over original exterior brick walls. In addition, a few building exteriors were completely
remodeled between the 1930s and the 1950s to their current configurations. In most cases these changes reflect a cohesive
redesign within the historic period reflective of then-current architectural trends and merchandizing needs. When
incremental changes to storefronts and cohesive changes to commercial building exteriors were made during the period of
significance, and the changes are compatible with the scale, materials and design of the district as a whole, the buildings
are considered Contributing, as they reflect district evolution. Such changes to buildings after the end of the period of
significance and those incompatible with the historic character of the original building and the district as a whole are
considered Noncontributing. Changes to institutional resources include resurfacing with stucco of the brick walls of the
1919 jail, and repair to the brick walls of the 1893 jail. There are no other changes to institutional resources. Alterations
to domestic resources include the installation of brick over original wood siding on one dwelling, making it
Noncontributing, and alterations to the existing porch on another dwelling. Alterations to Contributing agricultural
resources include repairs to siding and doors of the grain warehouse with compatible materials. Modifications to
infrastructure resources include repairs and repaving of streets and sidewalks, and modifications to street lighting fixtures.
There are no alterations to landscape resources. There have been no modifications to recreation and cultural resources.
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SUMMARY OF PHYSICAL CONDITION AND INTEGRITY
The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is a concentration of late l9th-to mid-20th century commercial
and institutional resources reflecting social structure and development patterns in San Augustine from the community's
founding in 1833 through 1957. District resources reflect the varied economic and social pattems of the period of
significance and interpret community development fostered by settlement, farming, timber production, agricultural
distribution, professional services, manufacturing and businesses associated with San Augustine's position as county seat
and the largest population center in the county. Three domestic properties, one agricultural resource and a limited number
of associated infrastructure, recreation and culture and landscape resources also are within the district. Of 71 resources in
the district, 45, or 63 percent, retain their integrity and are Contributing elements to the district under Criteria A and C.
The district is composed of a number of city blocks located within the original 1833 town plat. District boundaries follow
the historic lines of extant, cohesive, historic development, parcels, and streets. The district is virtually fully developed;
there are three vacant lots in the district. District commercial, institutional and agricultural buildings are a mix of one, two
and three-story brick, brick veneer, stone veneer, stucco, wood and metal sided one- part or two-part commercial forms
that range from expansive high-style designs to small and medium sized vernacular buildings displaying influences from
Classical Revival, Colonial Revival, Romanesque Revival, Georgian Revival, Greek Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival,
French Colonial Revival, Art Deco, Art Moderne and International style elements. Also present are a small number of
domestic, infrastructure, landscape and recreation and culture resources. The district is the largest and most intact
cohesive concentration of commercial and institutional resources in the City of San Augustine and, indeed, in the county.
The district is distinguished by the eclectic mix of high-style and vernacular designs embellished with revival, modernistic
and modern stylistic elements representative of late-19th to mid-20th century development and architectural trends, the
high quality construction materials and design features utilized and diversity of building size. Together, these elements
constitute a distinct area that documents better than any other area the city's commercial and governmental service
functions from its beginnings in 1833 to 1957. The exterior character-defining elements of the district's buildings—
massing, exterior wall materials, window materials, fenestration pattems, storefront detailing—are maintained in good
condition and retain a high level of integrity of location, materials, design, workmanship, feeling and association within
the period of significance.
INVENTORY OF PROPERTIES IN THE DISTRICT
The following list includes all properties within the district. Organized alphabetically by street name and then by
number, the list identifies each resource and includes the most important physical information about each. District
boundaries are based on development patterns, resource integrity, streets and property lines. Estimated or actual
construction dates are taken from Sanborn maps, county records and informant-provided data. Estimated dates are
indicated by the use of "c." before the date, which means approximately, and are noted in increments offiveyears.
Estimated alteration dates are based on visual analysis, available historic photographs and informant-provided data.
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.Address

Date

Street

Resource Type

Property Type

Style

Plan Type

Stories

Status

S. Broadway

c. 1930; various

Building

Commercial

1 part

N \

1

c

S. Broadway

c. 1930; various

Building

Commercial

1 part

N/A

1

NC

110 rear

S. Broadway

c. 1950; various

Building

Commercial

1 part commercial block

N A

1

Nt

116

S. Broadway

c. 1935; various

Building

Domestic Multi

Duplex

Colonial Revival

1

C

101

E. Columbia

c 1S95:c 1938

Building

Commercial

2 part

N A

2

C

102

E. Columbia

c. 1905; ca 1955

Building

Commercial

Bank

Intemational Style

2

c

103''

E. Columbia

c. 1900; c^ 1965

Building

Commercial

1 part

N A

1

NC

104-114

E. Columbia

c. 1895; various

Building

Commercial

2 part

Classical Revival

;

NC

I'l-'

E. Columbia

c.

. i9(.<

Building

Commercial

I part

N/A

1

NC

107

E. Columbia

c. 1917; c. 1953

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Rev ./Greek Rev.

1

C

109-115

E. Columbia

c. 1925

Building

Commercial

1 part (Theater)

Romanesque Revival

11

c

lis

E. Columbia

c 1S95

Building

Commercial

2 part

Romanesque Revival

2

C

119

E. Columbia

c. 1925; various

Building

Commercial

1 part (Auto Showroom)

N A

1

NC

120

E. Columbia

c 19nn

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

C

121

E Columbia

c. 1915; various

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

C

12 •

E. Columbia

c, 1930

Building

Commercial

1 part

Classical Revival

1

c

124

E. Columbia

c. 1900; various

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

NC

125

E. Columbia

c. 1900; c. 1935

Building

Commercial

1 part

French Colonial Revival

1

C

110

128

E. Columbia

1889; ca.l970

Building

Commercial

2 part

Romanesque Revival

3

C

128 rear

E. Columbia

c 1925

Building

Agricultural

Warehouse

N \

2

C

129

E. Columbia

c. 1900; c. 1940

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

C

201

E. Columbia

c. 1930

Building

Commercial

Gas Station/Garage

Art Deco

1

c

202

E. Columbia

c. 1914; various

Building

Commercial

1 part (Auto Showroom)

Romanesque Revival

1

NC

202 rear

E. Columbia

c. 1910; various

Building

Commercial

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

Nt

202 rear

E. Columbia

c. 1990; various

Structure

Commercial

Sign

N/A

3

NC

208

E. Columbia

1910

Building

Institutional

Masonic Hall

Classical Revival

2

C

208 rear

E. Columbia

c 1965

Structure

Institutional

Sign

N/A

N A

NC

21!

E. Columbia

c l^i38

Building

Commercial

Gas Station

Spanish Colonial Revival

1

C

211 rear

E. Columbia

c. 1950

Building

Commercial

Out House

N A

1

C

200 block

E. Columbia

c. 1938; various

Building

Commercial

Gas Station/Garage

N A

1

C

100 block

W. Columbia

c. 1940; c. 1980

Structure

Infrastructure

Street Light

\/A

1

C

100 block

W. Columbia

c. I900;various

Building

Commercial

1 part

N A

1

c

100

W. Columbia

192 •

Building

Institutional

Court House

Georgian Revival

2-3

C

100 rear

W, Columbia

1973

Structure

Landscape

Seat

Colonial Revival

1

N(.-

100 rear

W. Columbia

1936

Object

Rec. & Culture

Statue

N/A

N A

100 rear

W. Columbia

c 1950

Object

Rec. & Culture

Veterans Marker

\ \

N .\

c
c

100 rear

W. Columbia

c. 1980

Object

Rec & Culture

Vietnam Marker

N/A

N A

NC

100 rear

W Columbia

1976

Object

Rec. & Culture

Bicentennial Marker

N A

N A

NC

;UL> rear

W. Columbia

1986

Object

Rec. & Culture

Texas Time Capsule

NA

N/A

NC

100 rear

W. Columbia

c. 1980

Structure

Landscape

Gazebo

Queen Anne

1

NC
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.Address
100 rear
100 rear

Street
W. Columbia
W. Columbia

102
104

W. Columbia

110
124

W. Columbia

128
132
•34

W. Columbia

W. Columbia
W. Columbia

Date
1985
c, 1927
c 19"2
c. 1900; various

jResourceTypc
IStructure
Structure
|Building
iBuilding

c. 1900; ca. 1965 Building
c. 1900; various Building

Rec. & Culture

ISparks Memorial

NA

N/A

Status
Nt

Infrastructure

[Lights

Colonial Revival

N/A

C

Commercial

iBank

Classical Revival

j 1 part
j l part

NA
NA

1
I

Nt

Commercial
Commercial
Commercial

II part

Property Type |

Style

Plan Type

Stories

NC

1

NC

Romanesque Revival

1

C

11 part
1 part

Art Deco
Romanesque Revival

1

C

1

C

1 part

Romanesque Revival

1

Street Light

N/A

1

c
c
c
c
c

1904. c. 1940
c. 1900; various

Building

Commercial

W. Columbia

Building

Commercial

W. Columbia

c 1900, c 19(..5

Building

100 block

S. Harrison

Structure

100 block

S. Harrison

c. 1940
. 1041

Commercial
Infrastructure

Street Light Pole

N/A

1

S. Harrison

Structure
Building

Infrastructure

107-109

Commercial

2 part

110

S. Harrison

1910

Building

Jail

3
2

123

S. Harrison

c. 1980

Building

Institutional
Commercial

Art Modeme
NA

Bank

N, A

1

109
109 rear

E, Main

Building

Commercial

Bus Station

Structure

Landscape

Wall

109 rear

E. Main

c 1938

Structure

Landscape

Wall

Intemational /Colonial Revival 1
N .\
NA
N ,\
NA

C

E. Main

c. 1938
c. 1938

100 blk

W to E. Main

1833-1957

Structure

Infrastructure

N/A

NA

c

204
204 rear

W Main
W Main

c. 1890; various
c. 1990

Building
Building

Domestic Single
Commercial

Old San Antonio Rd
1 Plan

NA
NA

1

Nt

1

206

W. Main

c, 1903; c. 1970s

Building

Domestic Single

Queen Anne

2

NC
C

100 block

S. Montgomery
N. Montgomery

Object

Infrastructure

N/A

NA

Building

Institutional

Stop Sign
Jail

S. Montgomery

c. 1940
l.S^i3.1951941

Building

Institutional

City Hall

S. Montgomery

c 1965

Building

Store

1833

Structure

Commercial
Infrastructure

District Wide

1833-1957

Structure

Infrastructure

Streets

District w ide

c. 1940-1955

Structure
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA
X A
B
X C

PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD
PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.
PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.
PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION
OR REPRESENTS T H E W O R K OF A M A S T E R , OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E S , OR REPRESENTS A
SIGNIFICANT A N D D I S T I N G U I S H A B L E ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L DISTINCTION.

D

PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Community Planning and Development; Architecture

PERiOD(s) OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1833-1957
SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1833, 1889, 1890, 1893, 1927, 1939,

1943

SIGNIFICANT PERSON(S): N/A
CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

Freelove; Simons, Sr., T. Shirley; Stripling, Raiford L (architects); Barron, Clyde E.;
Clark, J.A.; Thomas; N.O.; Thomson, Jr., John; Weiderman, E. W. (builders)

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(see continuation sheets 8-30 through 8-59).

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheets 9-60
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS):

through 9-66).
N/A
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other state agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local govemment
_ University
_ Other " Specify Repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

San Augustine's agricultural, commercial and govemment based economy, stratified social structure, and the
values and aesthetic preferences of its 19th and 20th century Anglo-American residents created a community of
neighborhoods and historic resources significant for their associations with local and state history, and local, state and
national architectural trends. The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is the largest and best preserved
concentration of late-19th to mid-20th century commercial and institutional resources in the city and county. The district
documents one of the earliest—perhaps the earliest—example of Anglo-American town planning in Texas, as well as the
eclectic commercial and institutional architectural forms of the late 19th and early 20th centuries widely built in Texas
and the nation between 1889 and 1957, a period of alternating prosperity and economic stagnation shaped by the
predominantly agrarian based economy and the community's role as a local shipping, commercial service and government
center. The district's resources span a 124 year period from the city's early days in the mid-1830s to 1957 and illustrate
the Anglo-American town plan concept as well as various late 19th and early 20th century styles and plan types used for
commercial and institutional buildings in San Augustine. The district contains the largest surviving concentration in both
the city and county of intact late 19th through mid-20th century commercial and institutional buildings. For these reasons
the district is distinct from San Augustine's residential areas, including the San Augustine Residential Historic District
(NR 2006) to the east and south and other residential areas to the northwest and north, while remaining linked to them and
the city. The district is comprised primarily of commercial and institutional resources, but also contains three domestic
properties and one agricultural building, along with infrastructural, landscape and commemorative elements, all of which
are defined in more detail in section 7 of this nomination. The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is maintained
in good condition and retains a high degree of integrity. It derives its primary significance from its architectural form and
its associations with San Augustine's development patterns during a period of alternating prosperity and economic
stagnation and reflects the community's social and development history. For these reasons, the San Augustine
Commercial Historic District is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places at the local level under
Criteria A and C in the areas of significance of Community Planning and Development and Architecture within a period
of significance extending from 1833 to 1957.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN SAN AUGUSTINE

The City of San Augustine is in San Augustine County—one of the original counties formed under the Republic
of Texas—in East Texas, 23 miles west of the Louisiana state boundary and 32 miles east of Nacogdoches, Te.xas. San
Augustine County is bordered on the west by the Attoyac River and by Sabine County on the east, Shelby County on the
north and Sam Rayburn Reservoir on the south. The county seat is the municipality of San Augustine, in the north central
portion of the county. San Augustine is served by the Union Pacific Railroad, originally built in 1901 as an extension of
the Gulf Beaumont and Great Northern Railway, and operated beginning in 1903 by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway. The town is bisected by the east-west State Highway 21 (Figure 1), also known variously as El Camino Real de
los Tejas, the King's Highway, the Austin-San Antonio Road and the Old San Antonio Road. U.S. Highway 96 traverses
the western portion of the City of San Augustine, and is about a mile west of the San Augustine Commercial Historic
District. Ayish Bayou also runs through town, west of the courthouse square and the San Augustine Commercial Historic
District at the west edge of the original town plat.
The area in and near the City of San Augustine has long been inhabited, and has a rich history. The first known
inhabitants were the Ais Indians, a Caddoan people, who established villages on Ayish Bayou, near the present site of the
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City of San Augustine. Next came Spanish explorers in the 1540s, French traders in the 1690s, Spanish explorers in
1691—who cut a path known as the Old San Antonio Road along a buffalo track. Roman Catholic missionaries came in
1717 and established a mission in what is now the southern portion of the city. After 1779 permanent settlement began
when adventurous Spanish speaking people, Anglos and remnants of scattered Native Americans from southeastern states
settled in the area. The Old San Antonio Road linked San Augustine with Natchitoches, Louisiana and San Antonio,
Texas. Prior to 1845, when Texas became part of the United States, the Old San Antonio Road was a major migration
route into Texas from the United States, and a major export route from Texas into the United States. Although the road
had several secondary strands all along its route (McGraw), the primary portion of it in San Augustine moved through the
center of the community, which was located astride the road. San Augustine became prosperous when settlers, farmers
and merchants recognized the road's strategic value and used it to their and the community's advantage (Seale:5). Among
the earliest permanent settlers were both Spanish speaking settlers and immigrants from the United States and Europe,
including the Edmund Quirk, James Quinalty and Richard Sims (Oglesbee: 18). By the late 1820s Anglo settlers in both
the county and what would become the City of San Augustine were steadily increasing in number, and in what is now the
city of San Augustine Anglo-American settlers elected municipal authorities, even though the Mexican govemment did
not officially recognize the area as a governmental district. At that time, the community had a water mill and four cotton
gins, and more than 50 families were living in the vicinity (Oglesbee: 31). Early Anglo-American settlers in what is now
the City of San Augustine included Edmund Quirk, who received title from the Mexican government for four leagues of
land (Figure 2) on October 12, 1828, and James Quinalty (aka Santiago Conichi) (UT, Austin CAH h, letter from George
Crocket to Mattie A. Hatcher, 1921), who received title to the Santiago Conichi grant (Figure 2) on July 7, 1828. Other
early settlers from the United States included members of the Cartwright, McFarland, Roberts, Sublett, Garrett, Blount,
and Cullen, among many others. Current boundaries for the City of San Augustine include land in both the Quirk and
Conichi grants, with the original town plat located on the Quirk Survey. The San Augustine Commercial Historic District
is located within the Quirk grant.
As the population continued to grow throughout the 1820s and early 1830s, a need for physical order in the
community resulted in a decision by residents under the leadership of alcalde William McFarland to "...construct a
permanent settlement in a central location. A committee of 15 men selected the eastern bank of Ayish Bayou, which had
been the heart of human activity since native Americans settled in the area centuries earlier. The committee purchased
land in January 1833 from Edmund Quirk for $90 (Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"). Surveyor
"...Thomas S. McFarland' was appointed to survey and plat..." (Crocket: 104) 356 lots each measuring 80 feet wide by 160
feet deep on 48 city blocks in a grid pattern (Figure 3). The plat spanned the Old San Antonio Road, which crossed
Ayish Bayou at the west end of Main Street. This plat is an example of the Shelbyville Square Plan that was subsequently
widely used in Texas throughout the 19th century, and its use in San Augustine is thought to be the first example of this
Anglo-American town planning form in Texas (Ibid, and Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"). Streets in
the plat were 40 feet wide, and the whole plat was oriented to the four compass points. Two block located slightly
northwest of center were reserved for a courthouse square, which wasfiankedby a principal street on each side. The
original plat with its grid pattern was likely selected not only because it was a cultural expression of the Anglo-American
settlers, but because it was the most efficient means of parceling property. Throughout the historic era, the grid pattern
continued to be used in San Augustine as streets were extended or new ones created, until the original plat was meshed
with areas outside its boundaries. As the typical land division form in Texas from the Republic era until the mid-20th

' Thomas McFarland was the son of William McFarland.
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century, the grid pattern promised the most profit. The origin of the name San Augustine has been debated for decades by
historians. The town may have been named for St. Augustine of Hippo, an early Christian philosopher and theologian
(Crocket: 104; Henson:60). McFarland's plat shows it as St. Augustine, not San Augustine (Henson:6l), but whether or
not it was originally pronounced "Saint" or "San", is unknown.
Although the original plat was conceived as a complete town plan, geography, terrain and links to early shipping
points in the United States were stronger determinants of development than was the plat itself With hills to the north of
the plat and Ayish Bayou at its western edge, many settlers chose land in the eastern portion of the plat and beyond it to
the east and south. Land was fertile and rolling in the eastern and southern sections and areas outside the plat were not
restricted by established block and lot dimensions and the presence of streets, permitting more expansive development of
homes and farms. As the new town was American in its culture and orientation, and the closest shipping points for cotton
and other agricultural products were to the east, in Louisiana, lands in the eastern portion of the plat and at its eastern and
southern edges near the Old San Antonio Road, were prized. It has been reported that the best farms were east of town
(Seale:4). Originally, the area around the courthouse square was largely residential and the commercial district was south
of the courthouse square along Main Street, also known as El Camino Real, or the Old San Antonio Road. Early
development in the commercial area was eclectic, with dwellings, hotels and business buildings. The first homes were
south of Main near Harrison StreeL while other early dwellings were scattered around the southern and eastern portions of
the plat (Crocket: 104-105). However, within a short time business relocated to the crest of a hill along Columbia Street
along the north side of the square where commercial development remains today and forms the primary commercial street
of the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. A courthouse was not built until 1854, and from 1837 until 1854 the
no longer extant customs house, on Montgomery Street south of Columbia, served as a municipal building (Crocket: 108).
This building was within the boundaries of the San Augustine Commercial Historic DistricL but is no longer extant. A
Texas Historical Commission subject marker notes the location of the now-demolished customs house on South
Montgomery Street. With the erection of the court house in 1854 the square was established as San Augustine's business
center. Although a commercial district, the area around the square also included hotels and residences, and this eclectic
mix continued until the early 20th century. Only one residence, a duplex, remains on any street facing the square. This
house is at the southwest corner of the square at Broadway and Main. Two additional residences are within the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District; they are around the corner from the square, to the west, on Main Street.
A large number of early Anglo settlers originated in the Upland South, especially in Tennessee (U. S. Census and
Seale:2), and the settlers brought with them not only the language, government and architectural forms of their former
homes, but the customs and popular pastimes of their day. Historian William Seale, descended from a pioneer San
Augustine family, painted a vivid picture of San Augustine during Republic days in his short monograph San Augustine in
the Texas Republic, stating "The streets, cut through virgin stands of oak, sycamore and pine, were first streets, and
alternatively tracks for horse racing, the favorite sport of the Redlanders" (Seale:2). Along more sober lines, the San
Augustine Cemetery was established by the mid-1830s as a family burial place for the J. C. Anderson family, who by
1838 lived at the north end of Congress Street in a still extant dwelling. In time, the Anderson family cemetery became
the city cemetery as a result of the family's generosity in allowing townspeople to be buried there. The cemetery and the
Anderson dwelling are part of the San Augustine Residential Historic District. San Augustine became an important point
of entry into Texas, both prior to and after Texas independence. Accounts of San Augustine written by visitors laud its
physical beauty, note the independence of its citizens and describe its populace. Louis Nardini described San Augustine
in Republic days as second only to Galveston as a port of entry and further stated that the town could well be called the
Cradle of Texas Independence because 90 percent of the men who participated in the Texas Revolution walked the streets

NPS Form 10-900-a

OMB Approval

No

1024-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section _8_ Page _33_

San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

of San Augustine (Oglesbee: 31 -32). However, George L. Crocket places San Augustine as the third most important entry
point during Republic days, after Galveston and Matagorda (Crocket: 109). But no matter, San Augustine saw the largest
number of overland arrivals into Texas during the Republic and pre-Republic period, as the other two points of entry
accommodated only those who arrived by ship.
Between 1827 and Texas independence in 1836, local residents were involved in military challenges to the
Mexican governmem, including the 1832 battle of Nacogdoches in which they helped remove the commandant.
Residents in the Ayish District, which includes the present city of San Augustine, were politically and militarily active
during the Texas Revolution and the community sent representatives, including Sam Houston, to the 1832 and 1833
conventions for Texas independence. In 1836 they elected Sam Houston commander of Texian forces at San Augustine
and subsequently of all Texas, and many local residents were prominent in the Texas Revolution. Among the most
prominent leaders of the Republic were several men who resided in San Augustine prior to or during the period of the
Republic including James Pinckney Henderson and Sam Houston. A bronze monument to Henderson was erected on the
courthouse grounds as part of the Texas Centennial celebrations in 1936. A Texas Historical Commission subject marker
commemorating Sam Houston's presence in San Augustine is located on East Columbia Street with the San Augustine
Commercial Historic District. San Augustine businesses and farms supplied men for battle and for governance after
independence was attained (Crocket : 161 -188). One local resident, Alexander Horton, served as aide de camp to General
Sam Houston (Crocket: 182) during the March and April 1836 campaign. Prominent resident and merchant Stephen W.
Blount served as the first county clerk of San Augustine and also was a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence.
Soon after San Augustine was officially founded, homes, businesses and schools were established including San
Augustine University (1837-1868) and Wesleyan College (1844-1847). A saw mill was built about 1837 on Ayish Bayou
(Oglesbee: 44), which undoubtedly provided lumber for many local buildings. The Red Land Lodge No. 3, the third
Masonic lodge in Texas, was established in 1837 {Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"), and remains
active, occupying the 1910 lodge building at 208 East Columbia within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District.
Several Protestant denominations including Methodist, Presbyterian and Episcopal established churches, some of which
were the first congregation of their respective faith in Te.xas. Master builder-architect Augustus Phelps arrived from
Vermont in 1837 and designed and built several Greek Revival style residences before dying prematurely in 1840. Three
of his designs survive in the San Augustine Residential Historic District: the 1839 Ezekiel Cullen House at 205 South
Congress, the 1838 Stephen W. Blount House at 503 East Columbia, and the 1839 Matthew Cartwright House at 500 East
Main. Other extant district dwellings from the 1830s include the 1838 Anderson-Johnson-Teel House at the north end of
Congress. Architect-builder Sidney A. Sweet also built several no longer extant Greek Revival dwellings in San
Augustine. The Redlander, the first newspaper in East Texas, was founded and published in San Augustine in 1838.
While the building that housed the Redlander offices is no longer extant, a Texas Historical Commission subject marker
in front of 129 East Columbia Street, in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District, commemorates that spot as the
location of the Redlander office. James Pinckney Henderson and his wife Frances lived in what is now the San Augustine
Residential Historic District. Pinckney was the first governor of the state of Texas and his wife was instrumental in
founding the Episcopal Church in San Augustine. The couple hired Augustus Phelps in 1840 to design a two-story
colonnaded dwelling where the Colonial Revival style one-story bungalow at 611 South Liberty now is. The Henderson
house was demolished (Seale), or significantly altered about 1920 (Crocket), and the dwelling now there erected.
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While the very early days of the Republic were economically difficult in San Augustine, by the late 1830s the
community was prospering. New homes and commercial buildings were erected and area farmers and planters were
gaining economic ground. Farming and stock raising were the principal economic forces in San Augustine during the
Republic era and the remainder of the 19th century, and the San Antonio Road provided access to Red River and
Mississippi River ports at Natchitoches, Louisiana. The best farms were east of town, but farming was conducted all over
the county, in fertile clearings created from the dense timberland. The small commercial area, originally along Main
Street, relocated north of the courthouse square to Columbia Street shortly after the community was founded and grew
steadily as the hub of county business and after 1854 when the first courthouse was built as the seat of county
govemment. This area now forms a portion of the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. From the earliest AngloAmerican settlement period until the late-19th century corn and cotton were the principal crops (Seale: 4, and Texas State
Library e), and were key not only to survival, but prosperity. Other crops grown included oats, wheat, sweet potatoes,
Irish potatoes, peas and beans, hay and a ver>' limited number of orchard crops (Texas State Library e). Slavery was a
profitable institution in San Augustine, but interestingly, most local landowners and settlers owned only a few slaves or
none at all, likely following traditions of the Upland South where the number of slaves held by most families was
relatively small. Instead, landowners without large numbers of their own slaves hired them for specific tasks as needed
from those who held large populations (Seale: 4).
Until the Regulator and Moderator War of 1839-1844, the Old San Antonio Road served settlers arriving from the
east, as well as local residents, merchants, farmers and planters who used the road east as a means to avoid paying duty on
their crops and products to either the Mexican government or the Republic. Cotton was loaded onto wagons and headed
toward Louisiana. Personnel at the no-longer extant San Augustine customs house reportedly did not stop wagons
heading east, and it has been written that it was easy to avoid the United States Customs House at the Louisiana state line.
From there, San Augustine wagons traveled to Natchitoches where their cargo was purchased and loaded for shipment
down the Red River to the Mississippi to New Orleans and beyond (Seale:5). Profits were considerably higher for San
Augustinians who avoided paying customs and tariffs on their goods. The road east connected San Augustine with the
United States, and as natives of the U. S. the majority of its residents were oriented in all things toward the states. Thus
the road became not only a physical commercial artery but a psychological link with their origins. However, despite
local businessmen's tendency to avoid paying customs on outgoing goods, incoming cargo from the United States resulted
in more than $62,000 in tariffs paid at the San Augustine customs house during the nine years of the Texas Republic
{Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"). Surviving properties from the 1840s are limited to one dwelling
that may have been built about 1840, or possibly as late as 1850 in the San Augustine Residential Historic District. It is
the Greek Revival influenced ca. 1840 Ella and Lafayette "Pet" Sharp House at 105 North Congress. Within the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District, only the pattern of streets created by the 1833 town plat dates from the
community's earliest days. Buildings and other district resources are late 19th and early 20th century commercial,
institutional, domestic and agricultural properties built after the fire of 1890. Only one building in the commercial district
predates the 1890 fire: the 1889 Hollis Building at 128 East Columbia.
The prosperity of the late 1830s and early 1840s came to an end in 1844 when conflicts associated with the
Regulator and Moderator War began to impact San Augustine. This local conflict mainly took place in nearby Shelby
County and resulted from the issuance of fraudulent land titles in a strip of land known as the neutral zone, an apparently
lawless area straddling the Texas-Louisiana border and stretching about 20 miles wide on the Texas side. Created by the
United States and Spain when those two entities failed to agree on the exact location of the international boundary, the
neutral zone was a haven for criminals, since neither the United States, Spain, Mexico or the Republic of Texas had any
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jurisdiction in the area (Crocket: 192-202). Conflicts resulting from issues surrounding the issuance of land titles in this
neutral zone impeded and finally stopped travel on the Old San Antonio Road east of San Augustine (Seale: 13-14) and
interrupted San Augustine's thriving trade and immigration. Oddly, few local planters used alternate routes to the north,
which would have brought their cargo to Louisiana by way of Sabine River ports beyond the Regulator and Moderator
confiict area (Seale: 15). During this period, land east of San Augustine sold cheaply because of market interruption, and
locals with ready cash bought widely (Seale: 15). Most money was held by local merchants, who invested in the cheap
land and became large landholders as a result. Among the fortunate were Stephen W. Blount, who in addition to his
country farm, and house just beyond the boundaries of San Augustine's town plat in what is now the San Augustine
Residential Historic DistricL Blount also kept a no-longer-extant store in what is now the San Augustine Commercial
Historic District and dealt in horses and land (Seale:6). Another prosperous local resident was merchant and land investor
Matthew Cartwright. He invested widely in property throughout the county and held title to numerous parcels in what is
now the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. He too kept a no-longer e.xtant business establishment in what is
now the commercial district. His holdings included his home in the San Augustine Residential Historic District and
numerous parcels with the city and county. After 1844 and for decades to come, there was little turnover in farmland or
town lots, discouraging new settlers, business and construction (Seale: 15). The first Texas census taken after statehood
was sponsored by the Te.xas Legislature in 1847. It shows 3,831 whites and African Americans in San Augustine County,
of which 1,655 people were slaves. No independent figures were given for the city.
In the 1850s prosperity' returned, fueled by agriculture and trade and an end to the conflict of the 1840s. San
Augustine regained its position as a shipping point for cotton. Local merchants routinely traveled to New Orleans to
purchase fancy goods as well as staples for their stores in San Augustine. By 1850 county population reached 3,648,
including 1,561 African American slaves; the population of the City of San Augustine is not known. Livestock, corn and
cotton were primary agricultural products. Other crops remained much the same as they had in the 1840s, as did the
presence of milk cows, cattle, swine and a small number of sheep. Farming occupied at least 199 men countywide in
1850 (Te.xas State Library e). In 1854 the county's first courthouse was built on the town square, and eight new
mercantile businesses and one drug store opened. Presumably most were along the city's primary commercial
thoroughfare, Columbia Street, within what is now the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. Red Land Lodge No.
3 formed the Masonic Institute to educate local children {Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas").
Occupations in the county included physicians, attorneys, merchants, teachers, blacksmiths, carpenters, waggoners, brick
masons, printers coopers, hotel keepers, saddlers, grocers, overseers, tailors, cabinet makers, silversmiths, clerks, a
ferryman, millers, tanners, gunsmiths, millwrights, shoemakers, money lenders, a ginwright, stone mason, carriage maker,
currier and portrait artist, among others (UT Austin, CAH, b). By I860 landowner, planter, merchant and land speculator
Matthew Cartwright was the wealthiest man in San Augustine and was hailed as the sixth richest man in Texas (Henson
and Parmelee: 191). County population in 1860 was 4,094 with 2,087 whites, 1,551 African Americans and 163
mulattoes (Texas State Library c). Farmers numbered 228 countywide (Texas State Library e), and although crops grown
remained largely the same as they had in the 1840s, by 1860 sweet potato cultivation had declined in favor of Irish
potatoes and farmers raised more cotton and sheep (Texas State Library e).
The early period of the Civil War brought little change to San Augustine, but as the conflict continued economic
effects were felt. The difficult economic conditions encountered toward the end of the war continued until 1867 without
much change, except for the emancipation of the slaves and replacement of some county officials. While other east Texas
counties and some cities had Federal troops stationed within them as a result of repeated violence, San Augustine was part
of a more sparsely populated area and was included in a multi-county area where the presence of Federal troops was
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limited. However, in 1866 the number of Freedman's Bureau agents assigned to East Texas increased. A Federal agency,
the Freedman's Bureau was established to monitor and assist freedmen and freedwomen make the transition from slavery
to independent life. In 1867, upon receipt of complaints about the treatment of freedmen in San Augustine County, a
Freedman's Bureau agent was stationed in San Augustine (Henson and Parmelee:257). The Ku Klux Klan also made its
presence known in San Augustine and the surrounding county in the late 1860s and 1870s. The burning of San Augustine
University in 1868, the site of which is located within the San Augustine Residential Historic District and marked with a
1936 Texas Centennial Marker, may have been the result of conflict between whites and African Americans (Henson and
Parmelee: 262).
In addition to the social upheavals resulting from the Civil War, the post-war period fostered the decline of San
Augustine's status as the "gateway" to Texas as new trade centers and transportation improvements decreased the
importance of the San Antonio-Natchitoches Road. Trade and commerce declined in the community and in this period
construction of new buildings was limited. In the 1870s the community struggled to regain its pre-war prosperity but
never succeeded in doing so {Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"). Local businesses included cotton
gins, a gristmill, two small sawmills. A school and two newspapers also operated {Handbook of Texas Online: "San
Augustine, Texas"). By 1870 county population had grown slightly to 4,195 people, and the City of San Augustine had
250 residents. The number of farmers increased to 461 by 1870 and cotton was grown by nearly every farmer in the
county (Te.xas State Library e). Although construction was limited between 1865 and 1901, Christ Episcopal Church
constructed a new sanctuary in 1869, on a portion of the property formerly occupied by the destroyed San Augustine
University. Memorial Presbyterian Church built its still-in-use facility in 1886. Both churches are within the San
Augustine Residential Historic District. In 1889 the three-story Hollis Building was erected in the San Augustine
Commercial Historic District. Following the downtown Are in 1890, a limited amount of new construction took place
within the commercial district.
After the abolition of slavery, freedmen and freedwomen began to establish small neighborhoods in the northwest
portion of the original plat and south of Planters Street, between Price and Broadway on less desirable lands at the edge of
the established community. As the 19th century moved ahead, and transportation in other parts of Texas improved, San
Augustine was bypassed by railroad construction, which caused settlers and business to locate elsewhere. Thus isolated,
San Augustine remained a small agrarian community with little new development. As a resuU, the Republic-era form and
content of the community remained largely intact until the late 19th century, when the rise of timbering and the arrival of
a rail line in 1901 resuscitated the economy and fostered a building boom. On February 4, 1880, the City of San
Augustine formally incorporated and filed papers in the county courthouse (San Augustine County Deed Records).
Despite the stagnant economy of the period, San Augustine's population grew in the late 19th century. In 1880 the
population in the city was 503 (Henson and Parmelee: 295) and in 1884 it reached 600 {Handbook of Texas Online: "San
Augustine, Texas"). The county had 689 farmers in 1880 and nearly every one grew cotton. Irish and sweet potatoes also
remained important, as did corn. Orchard crops increased, with apples and peaches the primary types. Small sawmill
operations were abundant in the San Augustine area since the early 19th century, and small scale timber harvesting
operations continued to contribute to the local economy in the 1870s and 1880s. Other crops of note included oats and
tobacco (Texas State Library e).
In 1890 a fire destroyed most of the downtown commercial area. Only the three-story brick Hollis Building, built
in 1889, survived the fire. Many of the lost buildings were likely wood, as San Augustine was without rail service at that
time and non-wood building materials were in limited supply. The commercial district began to be rebuilt soon after the
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fire. Reconstruction of the commercial area continued in the 10 years following the fire, but with the arrival of rail service
in 1901, development increased and continued at a steady pace to the end of the 1920s, creating most of the buildings in
the historic commercial district. In the years immediately following the fire seven new general stores were built in the
commercial area. A saloon and three law offices also were present. In 1893 the old courthouse was replaced and a new
brick jail built on North Montgomery Street. While the 1893 courthouse was razed to make way for the present 1927
building, the 1893 jail survives in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. The jail and the Hollis Building are
the two oldest buildings in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. San Augustine's population reached 700 in
1890 and there were five churches.
Agriculture remained important in the post-Civil War era, but large timber operations arose only after the arrival
of rail service in 1901. The Gulf Beaumont and Great Northern Railway built through San Augustine in 1901 and located
its tracks parallel to the bayou just beyond the western edge of the original plat, about two blocks west of the western
boundary of the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. The northwest African American neighborhood, already a
less desirable area due to the Bayou's flooding potential, was bisected by the rail line. Despite physical changes brought to
San Augustine by the railroad, it was welcomed for the new jobs and economic boost it provided. The railroad and its
depot became the focus for transit of goods and people, and the importance of the Old San Antonio Road and its link to
Louisiana ports diminished. Cotton and corn were joined by cultivation of fruit and vegetables, especially tomatoes,
which remained an important local crop into the mid 1940s {San Augustine Tribune 1916-1950). The First National Bank
of San Augustine opened for business in April 1902; its president was local attorney James C. Anderson. Located at 102
East Columbia, it continued to operate into the 1950s in a ca. 1905 building. About 1955 the ca. 1905 building was
remodeled into its present form. Now owned by another bank, the building remains an important visual anchor in the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District. New enterprises included large scale timber harvesting, made possible for the
first time by the availability of rail transit, and the construction of a brick making plant. Within a few years a new
industrial area developed along the railroad tracks and included a lumber yard and large sawmill, a cotton gin, the brick
plant and other similar enterprises. This area is now largely lost to demolition. With the railroad and the new business
enterprises came new jobs and the need for new housing for rail employees, forest workers and others locating to San
Augustine. Population increased and prosperity returned. By 1910, city population reached 1,204 people (Texas State
Library c), and new public schools were built between 1905 and 1915.
In response to the growing economy, business within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District grew and
new business buildings were erected to house new mercantile and specialty stores, and the second floor offices of doctors,
lawyers and dentists. Local landowners in the eastern portion of the original plat and at its eastern and southern edges
began to divide and build new housing on former farmlands and on property associated with early houses. This trend
continued throughout the early 20th century creating the San Augustine Residential Historic District, which encompasses
dwellings that reflect San Augustine's Anglo-American history from Republic of Texas days to 1955. Within the San
Augustine Residential Historic District, several local landowners and successful businessmen engaged in building
dwellings on speculation for sale or rental. Among them were Jack R. Greer. H.D. McLaurin and Felix Burrus (Burrows).
Local carpenters and masons also were active including brick mason John Thomson and builders James C. Anderson and
John Patrick Smith. John Thomson, a native of Scotland and resident of San Augustine since 1871 established a brick
plant on Ayish Bayou in 1902 and produced brick that was two inches wider and thicker than standard brick made today
(Oglesbee:72). Many commercial buildings in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District were built with Thomson
brick. Telephone service became available. By the early 20th century R. N. Stripling operated a large pharmacy at the
northwest comer of Harrison and East Columbia in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District in the now altered
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building at 101 East Columbia. Truck crops joined dairy, fruit, cotton and corn as important agricultural products.
Between 1910 and 1920 the number of people in San Augustine increased to 1,268 people (Texas State Library c), and
between 1910 and 1927, the City built water, light and sewage treatment facilities, and ice and natural gas were available
{Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas"). In 1927, Tyler architect T. Shirley Simons, Sr. designed a new
two-to-three-story stone veneer courthouse. Businesses in San Augustine in 1927 included two banks, one at the
southeast comer of Harrison and Columbia and one at the northwest corner of the same intersection. A Coca Cola
bottling plant, three filling stations, a number of grocery and department stores, two physicians, a hotel, offices of an oil
company and the Texaco pipeline, a hardware store, three drug stores, auto sales and repair operations, the San Augustine
Compress Co., and a plumbingfixturemanufacturing firm (UT Austin CAH c) also were present.
The prosperity and population increase of the period 1890-1930 resulted in land speculation and economic
confidence. Newspaper ads from this period show many houses for rent and some for sale. Ads for land sales and realty
companies also regularly appear {San Augustine Tribune 1916-1930). Ad placed by businesses located in the San
Augustine Commercial Historic District advertised a variety of goods and services including baked goods, clothing, shoes,
hats, coats and lingerie, farm implements, insurance, land and homes, theater performances and later films, automobiles,
auto repair and gasoline sales. Construction of many new business buildings took place, including most of the buildings in
the San Augustine Commercial Historic District along the north side of West Columbia Street and the north and south
sides of East Columbia Street between Broadway and Montgomery streets. By the late 1920s the San Augustine
Commercial Historic District was nearly fully developed. In addition to business buildings, many dwellings and churches
and new county schools were built in the community during this period.
As the Great Depression of the 1930s descended on San Augustine, the prosperity of the previous 40 years came
to an end. In 1930, the population was 1,247 people, slightly fewer than recorded in 1920. Lumber companies having
logged out the best of the local timber closed down, eliminating an important job source. As many as 27 businesses in
San Augustine closed, more workers lost their jobs and farmers had a very limited market for their products. Federal aid
in the form of Federally funded programs such as the Works Progress Administration and the Civilian Conservation Corps
provided jobs for local men who created needed public works projects including school buildings and fiood control. One
local example of WPA work is in the commercial district at 108 south Montgomery. This project is the former San
Augustine City Hall, built in 1941. Another example is in the San Augustine Residential Historic District at the
intersection of North Montgomery and East Livingston. That feature is a stone bridge headwall designed not only as a
bridge but also to channel water runoff into the creek below. Government loans assisted local farmers and businessmen,
while the National Youth Administration helped youth with job training. Home Demonstration employees showed local
housewives how to improve the economy of their households. Farm Security Administration photographer Russell Lee
visited San Augustine in 1939, photographing its people and its commercial district. By the very late 1930s some
sawmills reopened, but operated at reduced levels of output (Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Texas").
Despite the effects of the Depression, some local businessmen still encouraged farmers to invest in the future and in new
farming implements. An advertisement (Figure 4) in the San Augustine Tribune from March 28, 1935 encourages better
farming through the use of John Deere implements. Placed by W. R. Thomas, who ran a local hardware and implement
company and lived at 401 East Livingston in the San Augustine Residential Historic District, the ad has a hopeful tone,
one that was likely not widely shared. In 1936 San Augustine celebrated the Texas Centennial with a historical pageant
featuring a cast of more than 600 local people. The event related the history of East Texas in mime, song and dance (UT
Austin CAH h). The State of Texas placed a number of stone markers throughout the city commemorating events and
people significant during the Republic of Texas. A monument with a bronze statue of Texas notable James Pinckney
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Henderson was erected on the courthouse grounds. By 1936 business life was improving, and the community had 80
businesses including a car dealership and a hotel. By 1940 the population increased to 1,516 people (Texas State Library
c), and although community development didn't match the output of the prosperous 1890-1930 period, the city saw
construction of some homes and businesses. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic District, the facades of two
commercial buildings were remodeled to reflect current architectural trends: between 1939 and 1943 the building at 128
West Columbia received a new brick facade featuring Art Deco inspired zigzag tile work; by 1939 the two-story building
at 101 East Columbia, housing Stripling and Burrows drug store was stripped of its Romanesque Revival influenced and
stuccoed to reflect growing interest in the modern forms of the International Style. About 1938 a new bus station,
designed by architect Raiford Stripling using a mix of International style massing and Colonial Revival detailing at 109
East Main was built in what is now the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. Local merchant and land investor
Knight Parker built a new store and office building at 107-109 South Harrison in 1940, employing contractor N. O.
Thomas to erect the three-story brick Art Moderne infiuenced design. A new International Style inspired city hall was
built in 1941 at 108 South Montgomery Street as part of the Federal Works Progress Administration (WPA) program. A
few new homes and a new church also were built in San Augustine during the late 1930s, including the ca. 1935 duplex at
116 South Broadway in the commercial historic district.
By 1943, San Augustine was home to the Deep East Texas Electric Cooperative, a utility providing service to six
counties (UT Austin CAH h) that was sponsored by the Federal Rural Electrification Administration. Local resident,
merchant and county judge R. N. Stripling was instrumental in obtaining the electrification program for the San Augustine
area. In 1943 the East Texas Poultry Producers Cooperative was established in San Augustine (UT Austin CAH h) and it
and Federally sponsored agriculturally oriented programs help feed the local population and thus contribute to the war
effort. But along with these new enterprises came a tornado that in March 1943 severely damaged homes and businesses
throughout the community (UT Austin CAH h). The San Augustine Grocery Company's warehouse was destroyed along
with $500,000 worth of food. Most historic homes escaped undamaged, but buildings in the 100 block of East Columbia
Street were damaged by the storm, including the French Colonial Revival style commercial building at 125 East
Columbia. Repairs to it were recorded by Federally sponsored photographer John Vachon during his 1943 visit to San
Augustine. The American Red Cross attended victims, and 135 soldiers assigned to health, engineering and military
police units were sent from Camp Polk, Louisiana to aid the town (UT Austin CAH h). In 1944 a prisoner-of-war camp
was established at the county fairgrounds and held a number of German prisoners until the end of the conflict.
After World War II, the community rebounded with an increasing population and a growing economy. In 1950
the local population had grown to 2,510 people. By I960 the community supported 130 businesses, physicians, dentists, a
law firm and two funeral homes. Other businesses included five new car dealers, four auto parts stores, seven auto repair
shops, two wrecker services, two poultry hatcheries, two banks, two beauty shops, two building supply firms, two butane
suppliers, two dry cleaners, three department stores, three drug stores, a construction company, threefiorists,and a
wholesale cork company (UT Austin CAH c). The population reached 2,584 people. A meat processing plant that also
provided customer freezer space opened, providing new jobs. Fairway Farms, a resort a few miles east of town on the Old
San Antonio Road boasted an l8-hole 300-acre golf course (Handbook of Texas Online: "San Augustine, Te.xas"), and
drew wealthy tourists, businessmen and celebrities to the community. Community development in the 1945 to I960
period continued at a slower pace than that experienced between 1890 and 1930. No new buildings were erected in the
San Augustine Commercial Historic District between 1942 and 1957. But buildings were remodeled, including
Stripling's pharmacy at 107 East Columbia, which was redesigned between 1950 and 1955 by Stripling's son Raiford L.
Stripling, a well-known Texas preservation architect and San Augustine native, using Greek Revival style elements. The
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Classical Revival style bank building at 102 East Columbia designed ca.l905 by the noted Austin architectural firm of
Page & Page was cohesively redesigned about 1955 using elements derived from the International Style. The J. P.
Mathews Co. building at 110 West Columbia was remodeled in the 1960s by architect Raiford Stripling using a modernist
design. A small free-standing one-story retail building was built in the 1960s on South Montgomery, and two bank
buildings were built in the 1970s and 1980s. The new buildings are compatible in scale, materials and siting with the
historic buildings in the district. No new buildings have been added since that time, and most alterations to historic
commercial buildings are compatible evolutionary changes.
With improved transportation, roads and plentiful, inexpensive gasoline in the post-war period, local residents
were able to commute to Nacogdoches, Center and Lufliin for employment opportunities. However, agriculture, timber,
commerce and local government continued to be primary economic forces in the post-World War II era, with recreation
and tourism adding new notes and gaining ground in the mid-1960s with the completion of Sam Rayburn Reservoir at the
southwest corner of the county and Toledo Bend Reservoir, 23 miles east at the Louisiana state line.
Much has been said locally of the original town plat as the first known example of Anglo-American town
planning in Texas, and while such is a significant historical association, the original plat was only one determinant of
community development. Settlers, businessmen and builders assessed the terrain, access to transportation and land
availability in selecting development sites, many of which are outside the original plat, choosing locations on outlots and
on former agricultural lands when building in those locations would enhance economic success. Consequently, from the
earliest days of San Augustine's original plat, community development occurred both within the plat and outside of it;
several of the earliest buildings in the San Augustine Residential Historic District are located outside the plat on
associated outlots—the Cartwright House, the Blount House and Christ Episcopal Church. The San Augustine
Commercial Historic District is wholly within the original town plat.
Today, the City of San Augustine includes the original town plat and areas beyond it. Within the original plat are
four distinct areas of development: the downtown commercial district, the east and south side residential neighborhood
that is the subject of this nomination, the northwest residential neighborhood and the industrial area along the east and
west sides of the rail line. The buildings in these four areas are distinct from each other, and the two residential areas are
distinct from the commercial and industrial areas. Historic-era development in the two residential areas is partially within
the original plat and partially outside of it, forming internally cohesive areas that ignore town plat boundaries. As a result,
the four areas within the original plat do not conform to the boundaries of the original plat but do form a cohesive group
of buildings. Furthermore, development within the many areas of the original plat does not adhere to the formal lot and
block pattern created by the original plat. Instead, many property owners have built homes and other buildings on
multiple lots, creating an eclectic visual pattern that is much more informal than the uniform pattern dictated by the
original plat. In the east and south side residential area that was nominated to the National Register in 2006, the eclectic
visual pattern is consistent with related residential development outside of original plaL where lots and blocks vary in size
and shape. Further, alterations and demolitions in the western portion of the original plat have significantly diminished
the plat's integrity and significance as a community planning and development determinant. Loss of the depot, the brick
plant, the sawmill, the ice plant, and the historic city utilities plant and changes to surviving warehouses and other
buildings in the industrial area all have significantly diminished integrity there. The 1983 construction of the Main Street
overpass spanning the bayou and the rail tracks created a visual and physical barrier between sections of some streets and
has limited circulation between west side areas north of the overpass and those south of it; some streets are completely
blocked by the overpass. Alterations, deferred maintenance and demolition within the northwest side residential area have
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diminished integrity there. These many changes significantly compromise visual understanding of the town plat as a
cohesive entity. As in most communities in Texas, development patterns in San Augustine reflect the preferences of
property owners and the environmental and economic factors that shaped the community, and do not conform to the
boundaries of the original town plat. Only two areas retain sufficient integrity and cohesiveness within the city. One is
the small downtown commercial area which encircles the courthouse and is located wholly within the original plat. This
commercial area is the subject of this nomination. The other is the east and south side residential neighborhood
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places in 2006.
In San Augustine, residential resources are the most numerous property type, providing interpretation of the
community's long history, from early Texas Republic days through the mid-20th century. The earliest properties and the
grid pattern of the streets provide a physical link with the beginnings of Anglo-American settlement in the area, while the
late 19th and through mid 20th century resources represent continued growth through many social, political and economic
changes. In the San Augustine Commercial Historic District one- and two-story commercial buildings are dominant. Five
institutional buildings also are present within the commercial district along with three residences and one agricultural
building. This mix of properties reflects San Augustine's eclectic development patterns and the nature of downtown
business districts throughout small and medium sized communities in Texas where a mix of commercial, institutional,
residential and agricultural properties is the norm. In the 1960s and 1970s many local property owners and civic groups
obtained Te.xas Historical Commission Subject Markers to commemorate important persons, events and no-longer extant
buildings within the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. Within the district are six such markers honoring the
following: the San Augustine Customs House; Kenneth L. Anderson; Sam Houston in San Augustine; the Hollis Building;
the Augus Theater; and the Redlander Office.
THE SAN AUGUSTINE COMMERCIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Developed between 1833 and 1957, the San Augustine Commercial Historic District is the oldest and most
cohesive concentration of commercial and institutional properties in the city and county and relates the story of San
Augustine's commercial and institutional development. The district developed over a long period of time and is wholly
within portions of the 1833 town plat. Divided by owners into lots of varying sizes/shapes subsequent to the adoption of
the original 1833 town plaL land in the district is improved with an eclectic mix of one-part commercial and two-part
commercial buildings, institutional properties such as the county courthouse, two jail buildings, a former city hall and a
fraternal building. One agricultural building is in the district and three residential properties are present, along with
infrastructural, recreation and culture and landscape resources. One- and two-part commercial buildings that rise from
one to three stories are the district's primary historic properties, and while the earliest district resource is the 1833 pattern,
location and width of district streets established by the original town plat, the majority of district resources and their
related infrastructural, commemorative and landscape features were built between 1889 and 1941. Only a few properties
w ithin the district were erected after the end of the historic period in 1957. As a result, the district is a distinct cluster of
late-19th to early-20th century architecture and building types. Thus, the district provides understanding of construction
types and styles used in San Augustine's commercial core during that period.
The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is west and north of the town's historic residential area—the San
Augustine Residential Historic District (NR 2006)—and began in the 1830s with the creation of the town plat, which
established the grid patterned Shelbyville Square plan as the foundation for development within the community. San
Augustine's original commercial street was along Main, at the south edge of the San Augustine Commercial Historic
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DistricL but within a few years, merchants relocated their businesses to Columbia StreeL which follows a ridge line, thus
providing more visibility for businesses. In the antebellum period, district buildings along Columbia, Harrison, Broadway
and Montgomery streets were mostly one story wood frame constructions. Wood frame hotels and residences also were
present throughout what is now the commercial district. By the late 1830s, San Augustine was prosperous, and served as
a major point of entry into the Republic of Texas for overland travelers from the United States. After the Civil War, the
local economy stagnated and when the community was bypassed by railroad construction, the agrarian-timber based
economy lost the opportunity for substantial new growth. However, limited construction did occur in the city in the 1880s
as a result of a slowly increasing population and improved business climate. In 1890 a fire swept through downtown San
Augustine and destroyed the business district. Only the 1889 Hollis Building, a three-story brick building with a cast iron
storefront survived. It remains a district anchor. The loss of the community's business buildings was blow to the
economy and to individual property owners and merchants alike. But that event spurred new construction, as the lost
buildings were replaced. By 1900 as many as seven new buildings were erected in what is now the district. San
Augustine's fortunes changed dramatically in 1901 when a rail line was built into the community, and was located about
three blocks west of the westem boundary of what is now the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. The railroad
improved the business climate, generated new businesses, jobs, population growth and development. For the first time,
large scale timber operations were possible. San Augustine became a shipping point for timber and the agricultural
products of the county. In 1902, the Thomson family opened a brick yard on Ayish Bayou, supplying builders throughout
the county. These conditions increased land speculation, turn-over of town lots, construction of new business buildings
and creation of new businesses. The district saw continued steady development from about 1901 until about 1930, when
the start of the Great Depression halted development. But as the economy improved towards the end of the 1930s, due in
part to Federal assistance programs that provided jobs and loans, development began again. Some local business people
and investors took advantage of low land prices and the struggling economy in the 1930s and acquired property from
those needing to sell. In 1939 Farm Security Administration photographer Russell Lee photographed the people and town
center of San Augustine, documenting the life and times of Saturday afternoon on Columbia Street. Established during
the Depression, this Federal program employed professional photographers as part of the government's quest for
information about the economic, cultural and social conditions experienced by people in small towns and rural areas of the
nation during that difficult time. Between 1938 and 1941, construction resumed in the commercial district, with the
remodel of three district buildings—128 West Columbia, 102 West Columbia and 101 East Columbia. In 1940 local
entrepreneur F. Knight Parker built a three-story Art Moderne style retail and office building at 107-109 South Harrison,
and between 1938 and 1941 the City of San Augustine negotiated with Federal authorities to gain funding from the Works
Progress Administration (WPA) for the construction of a city hall building. Finally, in 1941, the International Style
building was erected at 108 South Montgomery; the building was completed just days before Pearl Harbor. World War II
interrupted development in the commercial district and in the community as a whole, but in 1943, Farm Security
Administration photographer John Vachon was posted to San Augustine to document mid-war conditions. His visit
coincided with a tornado that damaged buildings and left the community in need of assistance, which arrived in the form
of soldiers from Camp Polk, Louisiana.
Photographs by Lee and Vachon are important records of San Augustine's people and buildings, and they provide
insight into the lifeways of that era as well as information on the development of San Augustine's commercial core. By
1941 the district was largely complete, and no new buildings were erected between 1945 and the end of the historic period
in 1957. However, some buildings were modified in the post- war years with new plate glass windows and doors or
remodeled to reflect then-current architectural trends. These compatible evolutionary changes document the life of the
district and the awareness of local businessmen of changing architectural and merchandising trends and the availability of
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new, more maintenance free materials. In 1950, local druggist R. N. Stripling who had operated at 101 East Columbia
Street since at least 1918, moved his business a few doors east to 107 East Columbia after purchasing that building.
Between 1950 and 1955, Stripling hired his son, restoration architect Raiford L. Stripling to update the ca. 1917
Romanesque Revival style building with a Greek Revival style canopy and multipane windows in the transom band. This
compatible remodeling reflects architect Stripling's simultaneous restoration work on three 1830s Greek Revival style
dwellings in the community as well as the general public interest at that time in architectural styles popular during the
colonial period and the early era of American independence. About 1955, the high-style Classical Revival ca. 1905 bank
at 102 East Columbia Street was cohesively redesigned using influences from the International Style, a form it retains. A
1955 photograph of a parade in downtown San Augustine shows the bank already remodeled. Only a few buildings in the
district have been erected since the end of the historic period in 1957. These are largely compatible in size, scale,
materials, siting and form with district's historic resources and development pattems. The district (Photos 1-2) contains
the community's core commercial area. A few scattered commercial and industrial buildings are west of the district, but
such properties are significantly diminished by incompatible alterations and the area eroded by demolition. Figure 5
shows Columbia Street about 1926, looking east from Harrison Street.
San Augustine's 1833 town plat created the grid pattern of the streets and the size and shape of the individual lots
and blocks in the original portion of the community. The plat was an important expression of the settlers' AngloAmerican culture and was markedly different from the town planning form developed according to Spanish Colonial law
and widely used in Spanish colonies, including Texas. The central portion of the plaL around the courthouse square,
became the community's commercial and governmental core, which served townspeople, landowners engaged in farming
and travelers moving through San Augustine from the east or arriving from the west along the Old San Antonio Road
(Texas 21), also known as Main Street. As soon as the town was established, businessmen began commercial operations,
developing a small commercial area of scattered buildings along Main Street at the south end of what is now the district.
Very soon, however, the business district moved to the crest of a ridge along Columbia Street, where it developed into the
center of San Augustine's commercial life. Utilizing the grid pattern as the basis for commercial development, some
buildings occupy a single lot while others are on portions of a lot. Commercial buildings, or blocks, as they are described
by architectural historians, in San Augustine follow the standard American pattern of contiguous development in
urbanized city centers. That is, downtown commercial buildings are sited wtth the front facade at the front property line
and are abutted with neighboring buildings to form a contiguous line of one-, two- and three-story brick buildings. Thus,
a pattern of density and varying building sizes and heights belies the strict lot pattern established by the original plat.
Institutional buildings, such as the county courthouse, the former city hall and the two jail buildings are freestanding
constructions as is the Masonic lodge. By using freestanding constructions, institutional buildings are set apart from the
contiguous commercial development and emphasized as important public or quasi-public entities within the district's
commercial character. The district's gas stations also are freestanding entities, those that survive in the district (and the
immediately surrounding area) are located in a row in the 200 block of East Columbia Street. Sanborn maps reveal that
other filling stations and service garages were present in the area during the historic period, and were located at the
northeast corner of Harrison and Main (withing the district), the northwest corner of Broadway and Columbia (outside the
district) and west of the Whitton House on West Main at the west edge of what is now the district. One agricultural
building, located south of Columbia Street behind the Hollis Building and the former city hall, was built to house grain
and hay. This storage facility's location in the center of the historic commercial area is a reflection of the importance of
agriculture to the local economy as well as a convenience for feed and seed merchants with stores along Columbia and
other district streets. In the late 1930s, horse and mule drawn wagons were still used by county farmers, as seen in some
of Russell Lee's photographs, and handy access to feed was just as important to merchants and customers as was the
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ability to buy seed and farm implements, or purchase gasoline and have a vehicle repaired. The three surviving domestic
buildings are found at the southwest corner of the district. They reflect the more widespread presence of residential
buildings in the commercial core during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. However, by the late 1930s, most
residential properties had been redeveloped for commercial or institutional uses. The bus station at 109 East Main is an
example of a commercial property that replaced a residential one in the late 1930s. The duplex at 116 South Broadway
was built as a combination residence and office, for a Dr. Mast, a local chiropractor who lived in one unit and housed his
office in the other. This duplex replaced a large cross-plan dwelling on this site. These eclectic development patterns are
visually and developmentally linked in a cohesive commercial area of historically and architecturally significant
properties that is the subject of this nomination. The development patterns of the district reflect property owners
preferences and the environmental, economic and social factors that shaped the community. Through the 1833 town plat
and layout of district streets, the district tells the story of San Augustine's evolution from pioneer settlement in the preTexas Republic period dependent on overland horse drawn transportation to a thriving commercial center containing by
1941, an eclectic mix of late-19th and early 20th century commercial, institutional, agricultural and domestic buildings
created by the arrival of the railroad and resulting new economic opportunities.
Properties east and south of the district are primarily residential and are part of the San Augustine Residential
Historic District. Properties to the north include both residential and non-historic strip commercial development.
Properties to the west include scattered historic-era commercial, industrial and agricultural buildings that have been
incompatibly altered over time in an area eroded by the demolition of many buildings. The resulting eclectic nature of the
San Augustine Commercial District's development pattems and architectural form is generally consistent with city center
development throughout small and medium sized communities in Te.xas in the pre-1960 period. Within San Augustine,
the district's character differs from residential areas. It also differs from the eroded commercial-industrial area to the
west, where architectural integrity, cohesiveness and the diversity of form, style and age typical of the district is absent.
The earliest resources in the community reflect the pre-Republic period, the Republic era and the period of early
statehood, which in general was a time of growth and prosperity, although the very early Republic period and the mid1840s were difficult economically. However, within the commercial historic district only the grid pattern of streets,
blocks and lots established by the town plat in 1833, and the Old San Antonio Road (Texas 21), also known as Main
Street, which forms the southern boundary of the district date from this settlement era. Because of a fire in 1890, only one
resource—the 1889 Hollis Building—survives in the district from the post-Civil War era. While some of the commercial
buildings destroyed in the 1890 fire were replaced between 1891 and 1901, the majority of district buildings date from the
1901-1930 period, supported by a thriving economy created in large part by new economic opportunities made possible be
the arrival of rail service in 1901. The earliest district buildings are the 1889 Romanesque Revival style Hollis Building
(Photo 5) and 1893 Georgian Revival style San Augustine County Jail (Photo 15). These buildings reflect San
Augustine's slowly improving economy of the late 19th century. Buildings from the ca. 1900 to 130 period include the
ca. 1900 Romanesque Revival influenced I. V. Childers Grocery Building (Photo 6), the 1904 Romanesque Revival style
J. L. Thomas Building, remodeled about 1940 with an Art Deco influenced facade (Photo 11), the 1910 Classical Revival
style Masonic lodge building (Photo 7), the ca. 1917, Romanesque Revival influenced Stripling's Drug Store, remodeled
about 1953 with Greek Revival style elements (Photo 4), and the 1927 Georgian Revival style San Augustine County
Courthouse (NR 2006). In addition to commercial and institutional buildings, the district also includes an agricultural
building~a grain storage warehouse built about 1925, and three dwellings, including the ca. 1903 Queen Anne style Ida
and Benjamin Whitton House (Photo 14). As a result of the Great Depression properties built in the 1930s are fewer, but
include several that reflect the improving economy of the late 1930s and the availability of Federal grants and loans.
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District buildings erected between ca. 1938 and 1941, when World War II curtailed development include the ca. 1938
Spanish Colonial Revival style Sinclair Gas Station (Photo 8), the ca. 1938 International Style/Colonial Revival style San
Augustine Bus Station (Photo 13), and the 1940 Art Moderne Knight Parker Building (Photo 12). The former city hall
on South Montgomery was built in 1941 with International Style influences. It was completed just days prior to Pearl
Harbor. No new buildings were erected in the community between 1942 and 1957, the end of the historic period. But
some district property owners and businessmen engaged contractors and architects to modify storefronts with metal-frame
plate glass windows and doors and remodel exteriors. Examples of district buildings remodeled between 1950 and 1955
include Stripling's Drug Store (Photo 4), which received a Greek Revival style pedimented awning and a row of
multipane windows in the transom band. By 1955, the ca. 1905 bank at 102 East Columbia had received a new facade
reflecting International Style elements. For the most part, changes made to buildings in the district prior to 1957 are
compatible in materials, scale and design with the original building, or reflect a cohesive remodeling. Few new buildings
were built after 1957, but some properties received incompatible alterations in the post-historic period. Also in the district
are a few street lights and street light poles dating from the ca. 1940 period, along with scattered metal and metal and
glass water meter covers. A metal "stop" sign (Photo 3) imbedded in the pavement at the intersection of South
Montgomery and East Main streets is the earliest surviving traffic control devise in the district.
In his book Two Centuries in East Texas, George L. Crocket, San Augustine resident and minister, describes some
of the business buildings and personalities of San Augustine's commercial district in its earliest period. Alas, none of the
building survive, but the narrative records data on vanished buildings and lifeways of the town. Because of San
Augustine's small population, city directories were never published for the community, and Sanborn maps were not made
for the town until 1927. As a result, the approximately 60-year period from the end of the Civil War until then first
Sanborn maps is little documented. It was during this time, in 1889, that current district buildings began to be erected,
and although a few early to mid-20th century telephone books provide some data on businesses, only the 1954 book
records addresses, which are now different from those in the 1954 directory. A few historic photographs exist from the
early 20th century, but they show limited building information, reinforcing San Augustine's appreciation for parades,
which were popular pastimes in late 19th and early 20th century communities across the country.
The history of the district during the late 1930s and 1940s is better documented, as a result of historic photographs
taken by FSA photographers Russell Lee (1939) and John Vachon (1943). The memory of local residents who were
children and young adults in this era also provides important data. Figures 5-10 show aspects of downtown San
Augustine buildings and business life beginning about 1926 and ending in 1943. But memory also assists in
understanding community development and the role of buildings in the life of a community. Interviews with many
residents provided information not only on individual buildings but on how important downtown San Augustine was to
residents. Recollections describe what people did on Saturday afternoon and how they interacted with each other and
their community. Movies were an important element in children's lives in the 1930s and 1940s and in the lives of adults,
too. Saturday afternoon at the movies started with a newsreel and a cartoon and usually featured a Western. Sunday's
matinee was described as a fair movie, as was the film shown Monday nights. Tuesday and Wednesday one could see a B
movie. Thursday and Friday nights one could see a first run feature film (Williams interview 2006), and shows always
included a double feature. In the late 1930s and through the end of World War II, Rushing's Drug Store, at 104 East
Columbia, offered curb service of food from the soda fountain. One could drive up, stop, and employees would bring to
the car food previously ordered. Stripling and Burrows Drug, at 101 East Columbia, across the Street from Rushing's,
was described as a more formal place than Rushing's. The soda fountain at Stripling's also offered food, and one could
purchase phonographs, seeds,flowersand vegetables. Stripling's also sold post cards of San Augustine, but few of these
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appear to have survived outside the Stripling family. Childer's Grocery, housed at 107 East Columbia, 129 East
Columbia and 128 East Columbia at various times, offered home delivery service. All one had to do was dial 1 or 2 on the
telephone to connect to Childers and within a short time one's grocery order was delivered. The building at 119 East
Columbia was an auto showroom in the 1920s and by the early 1940s housed a nickelodeon and novelty company popular
with children and teenagers. One could drive a car into the building from Columbia Street and move on through to the
alley behind (Williams interview 2006). Today, the drive-through is enclosed and the building much altered from the time
it housed the Ford Novelty Company. The three gas stations along East Columbia Street within the district sold Humble
(201), Sinclair (211) and Magnolia (200 block) products in the 1940s. The Spanish Colonial Revival style station at 211
East Columbia (Photo 8) continued to sell Sinclair products in 1954 (San Augustine Telephone Directory, 1954). The
downtown boasted at least two cafes, a bakery, two banks, a shoe repair shop, two dry cleaners, two drug stores, beauty
shops, a florist, physicians, a chiropractor, dentists, insurance firms, feed and seed stores, farm implement purveyors,
several groceries, a barber shop, pool hall, a theater, auto parts store, clothing, hardware and dry goods stores, legal firms,
car dealers, auto service stations and repair garages, and a blacksmith, among many other businesses.
The San
Augustine Commercial Historic District is the largest and best preserved concentration of late-19th to mid-20th century
commercial and institutional resources in the city. The district documents the eclectic development pattems of the
community's business core beginning with the 1833 town plat and the variety of resources built to house commercial and
governmental functions between 1889 and 1957, a period of alternating growth and stagnation fostered by agriculture,
commerce, govemment and rail service. Although the district's buildings date from the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
the pattern and location of the streets, blocks and lots within the district are a result of the 1833 town plat, which is
thought to be one of the earliest uses of the Shelbyville Square plan in Te.xas. That plat type became the standard form for
town plats throughout much of 19th and early 20th century Texas and reflects San Augustine's origins as an early AngloAmerican town in East Texas. Thus the district's period of significance spans 124 years from the city's beginnings in
1833 to the end of the historic period in 1957. The district illustrates the impact of the grid pattern town plat on the
development of the community, and documents examples of various late 19th and early 20th century commercial and
institutional styles and plan types present in San Augustine. The district contains the largest surviving and best preserved
collection in the city and county of commercial and institutional properties.
The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is a distinctive, cohesive concentration of substantial to modest
commercial and institutional buildings that represent a mix of widely built architectural modes of the 1889 to 1957 era.
Because the district largely developed between 1889 and 1941, it includes a wide range of styles and plan types popular
for commercial and institutional buildings during these decades. One agricultural building and three residences also are
within the district, refiecting San Augustine's eclectic development patterns typical for small southern communities.
Romanesque Revival, Classical Revival, Colonial Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, Greek Revival,
Art Deco, Art Moderne and International Style modes are seen on the district's commercial and institutional resources.
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival influences are found on district residences. Commercial plan types include the one-part
commercial block and the two-part commercial block. L-plan and duplex house forms also are present. Although a few
commercial and institutional buildings display Art Deco, Art Moderne and International Style influences most commercial
buildings reflect the historicist styles widely built in American communities in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Architectural quality in the district is generally high no matter what the age or style of the building suggesting that most
district developers considered up-to-date-styling and high quality materials and craftsmanship important.
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SIGNIFICANT INDIVIDUALS

While many factors and individuals contributed to the successful development of the San Augustine Commercial
Historic District, the area's primary developers and builders had the most visible impact on the character of the district.
Most are localfigures,while one was from the nearby community of Center, Texas, and a few were known architects and
firms who contributed to design throughout Texas. The pattern of district streets and a portion of the Old San Antonio
Road are the oldest surviving district resources, while the oldest surviving buildings in the San Augustine Commercial
Historic District are in the northeast portion of the district: the 1889 Hollis Building and the 1893 San Augustine County
Jail. Many individuals contributed to the development of the district through land sales, speculation, and design and
construction. Only the names of a few are known, including contractors and builders E. W. Weiderman, J. A. Clark, Clyde
E. Barron and N.O. Thomas, architects Page & Page, T. Shirley Simons, Sr., Raiford L. Stripling and a designer whose
surname was Freelove. Local carpenters and masons active in San Augustine in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
include brick mason John Thomson, Jr. (1871-1956) and builders James C. Anderson (1848-1916), Sam Chumley (18791929), John Patrick Smith (1879-1929) and A. C. Ketchum. These men likely built buildings within the district, but
documentation linking them to specific buildings was not located. Undoubtedly, other builders and designers contributed
to the district, although they remain unknown.
Charles Henry Page, Jr. (1876-1957)
Charles H. Page, Jr. was bom in St. Louis, Missouri in 1876 to Mary Ann and Charles Henry Page, who
immigrated from England. Charles H. Page's father was a mason and contractor. In 1886 the family moved to Austin,
Texas, where the senior Page worked on the construction of the state capitol building. Charles H. Page, Jr. trained in
architecture in the office of Austin builder-contractor Burt McDonald and began his career at 19 in the firm of Makin and
Page. By 1898 he had established an independent practice under his own name and was soon joined by his brother Louis.
C.H. Page's first major commission was for the Austin National Bank on Congress Avenue. In 1903 he designed the
Texas Building for the St. Louis World's Fair. His practice spanned more than 60 years and was one of the most
prestigious and successful in Texas. He designed many schools, courthouses and banks, including the ca. 1905 First
National Bank of San Augustine (redesigned ca. 1955) in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. After his
death, his firm, C.H. Page and Son, continued under the direction of his son Charles Henry Page {Handbook of Texas
Online: "Charles Henry Page").
T. Shirley Simons, Sr., AIA (1897-1964)
Thomas Shirley Simons, Sr., AIA was born at Taylor (Williamson County), Texas, March 12, 1897 to Martha C.
Townes Simons and James A. Simons. In 1908 the family moved to the Fort Worth area, where Shirley attended high
school. He studied at Rice Institute in Houston, earning an A.B. in 1919 and a B.S. in architecture in 1920. For two years
after graduation, he was associated with the architect William Ward Watkin, and in 1922 relocated to Lufkin where he
established an office. In 1929 he opened a second office in Tyler and in 1930 the Tyler office became Simons' principal
business location. Among his commissions are a number of churches in Lufkin, the Central Ward School in Lufkin, the
San Augustine County Courthouse, the Nacogdoches High School Gym and Auditorium, a dormitory at the College of
Industrial Arts in Denton, Texas and others (Wharton 1930:232). In addition, he designed numerous dwellings in Tyler,
Texas, along with institutional and church buildings. The successor to his firm is Simons, Birch, Clark, Maris, Architects
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and Engineers, based in Tyler, which included his sons T. Shirley, Simons, Jr., Edwin Simons and Watson Townes
Simons.
Raiford L. Stripling, AIA (1910-1990)
Raiford Leak Stripling was born November 23, 1910, the eldest of six children of Raiford Nichols Stripling and
Winfrey Leak Stripling. Both the Stripling and the Leak families came to East Te.xas about 1850 from Georgia. At the
age of 22 Raiford N. Stripling settled in San Augustine, establishing a drug store and providing medicine for residents all
over the county, some of it for barter. Along with his drug store business, the sale of post cards depicting buildings and
scenes of San Augustine, the business sold a wide range of items from auto parts to jewelry, employed 16 people and
maintained afleetof delivery cars and trucks. R. N. Stripling served as county judge for 26 years, working for better
roads and faster mail delivery and for rural electrification. His eldest child, Raiford L. Stripling showed an aptitude for
drawing and visual expression as early as the second grade. At the age of 14 Raiford L. won first prize in a 4-H contesL
which was a rail trip to the Chicago Livestock Exhibition. In Chicago he saw many works by master American architects
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including Louis Sullivan and I lolabird and Roche, among others. Although his
mother wanted him to be a physician, like her own father, after the Chicago trip, Raiford settled on architecture. His
father wanted him to attend Rice Institute, the alma mater of Shirley Simons, an important East Texas architecL but
Raiford selected A&M instead. He graduated from high school in 1927 and entered Texas A&M. The military training
associated with study at A&M was very unappealing to the free-spirited Stripling, but he stuck it out and applied himself
to his studies, which centered on the Beaux-Arts classicism then in vogue in European and American architectural
schools. Beaux-Arts classicism developed from the Parisian arts school known as the Ecole des Beaux-Arts. Design,
whether in painting, sculpture or architecture, was based on the principals of ancient Greek and Roman design as well as
on Renaissance and Baroque art forms and the traditions of indigenous architecture. The curriculum emphasized
proportion, siting, climatic conditions, materials and the use of interior and exterior space, all expressed as a unified,
functional, yet "beautiful" package. Architects trained in this method created buildings that emphasized human scale,
blended with the historic and cultural environment of their location, capitalized on local geographical and climatological
conditions, and provided usable, function space for the client. Students with a natural talent for drawing and painting,
such as Raiford L. Stripling, did well. Stripling's Beau.x-Arts training prepared him for the restoration work he did
throughout much of his career and also enabled him to design new buildings that fit well within the historic context of
East Texas communities. Between his junior and senior year at A&M, Stripling spent the summer in Tyler working for
Shirley Simons, who had built the San Augustine County Courthouse in the late 1920s. In the spring of 1931, Raiford
graduated with a B.A. in architectural design. As a result of the Great Depression, it wasn't a good time to enter the job
market, but Stripling went to work for Simons in Tyler. After six months he was hired by A&M to work in the office of
the college architect, which was creating designs for a new campus, as a draftsman and personal assistant to program head
S.P.C. Vosper. After the effects of the Depression reached A&M in 1933, Vosper and Stripling were hired by the Civil
Works Administration (CWA), one of Franklin D. Roosevelt's public works programs, eventually working for the
University of Texas' college architect. In 1936, when Texas celebrated its centennial. Federal funds were available for
several restoration projects, and Stripling and Vosper began work on the restoration of the 1749 Mission Espiritu Santo at
Goliad. Other similar commissions followed until the start of World War II (McCullar:4-89) In 1942 Stripling married
Roberta Ragland of Junction and Goliad and the couple had one son, Raiford Ragland "Raggy" Stripling, bom in 1943.
Stripling spent the war working with Vosper at the U.S. Navy's Bureau of Docks creating designs for camouflage, among
other assignments (McCullar:64). By the early 1950s, Stripling's work at Goliad was well known and this experience led
to additional restoration projects, this time at home in San Augustine. During the early 1950s he worked on several

NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section .8. Page .49.

San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

properties in San Augustine County built in the late 1830s including the Ezekiel Cullen House, the S. W. Blount House,
the Matthew Cartwright House, all in the San Augustine Residential Historic District. He also remodeled the family home
at 103 East Planters. In 1953 he bought the S. W. Blount House, and in addition to his restoration of it, he made it his
home and offices. Between 1950 and 1955 he remodeled the facade of his father's drug store at 107 East Columbia in the
historic districL and in the 1960s, undertook the redesign of the J. P. Mathews Co. building at 110 West Columbia, also in
the historic district. In 1972 he designed a new bank building for what is now Texas Bank and Trust at 102 West
Columbia. In 1976 Stripling rehabilitated the 1893 San Augustine County Jail and established his offices there. In
addition to his work in Goliad and San Augustine, Stripling designed new buildings throughout East Texas and provided
restoration services for important historic buildings throughout the state. He died in 1990.
John Thomson, Jr. (1871-1956)
John Thomson, Sr. came to San Augustine from Scotland in 1871. A stonemason, Thomson saw the opportunity
for himself and his family in San Augustine County, and wrote home, encouraging his family to join him. Chimney
building was an important part of his work during his first years in San Augustine, and his reputation grew. In 1883 he
was invited to help lay the stone for the new capitol building in Austin, which he undertook with a brother. The Thomson
brothers worked on the capitol until 1888, returning thereafter to San Augustine. Oran M. Roberts, of San Augustine, was
governor at the time the capitol was built, and very likely knew of the Thomsons' skill. In 1902, just one year after the
arrival of the railroad in San Augustine and the start of a building boom, John Thomson, Jr. established a brick plant on
the banks of Ayish Bayou. Good clay was available there and the firm created hand molded bricks that were fired on-site
in pine-fueled kilns. Thomson brick was two inches wider and taller than today's standard bricks and new lots were
completed weekly. At its most successful, the brick plant employed about 20 people and held a Saturday night kiln
stoking and party (Oglesbee:7l-72). Many San Augustine buildings were erected with Thomson brick. The brick plant is
no longer extant. Among the buildings in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District that may have been built with
Thomson brick is 102-108 South Broadway (Williams interview 2006), which was erected about 1930.
REPRESENTATIVE PROPERTIES

To illustrate the development patterns of the districL the stylistic and plan types presem, typical materials and
alterations, and the socio-economic profile of property owners and residents, 12 representative examples of typical
commercial, institutional and domestic properties have been selected for discussion. Through these resources the story of
the district emerges.
107 East Columbia
ca. 1917; ca. 1953
Builder/Architect: Unknown; R. L. Stripling
Plan Type/Style: One-part coinmercial block/Romanesque Revival/Greek Revival
STRIPLING'S DRUG STORE

Photo 4

Description: This one-story, one-part commercial red brick building has a fiat built-up roof screened by a raised parapet
wall detailed with a slightly projecting cornice embellished with Romanesque Revival infiuenced dentils. The building's
sign band features the word "Stripling's., in reference to the drug store business housed there from 1950 until 1990.
Below the sign band is the transom level, which incorporates 6/6 double hung wood sash windows, which were installed
as part of the 1950s remodel. At the storefront level is a centrally placed recessed entry enclosed with double glass and
aluminum doorsflankedby plate glass windows set in brick veneer bulkheads. The storefront is recessed slightly from
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the front property line. A pedimented wood canopy featuring triglyphs shelters the entry. Based on the Greek Revival
style popular in San Augustine in the 1840s and alive at that time in the restoration work of local architect Raiford L.
Stripling, who in the early 1950s was conducting restoration work on San Augustine's Greek Revival style dwellings, the
canopy and transom level windows were designed by architect Stripling for this building, owned by his father, druggist R.
N. Stripling. Prior to the ca. 1953 alterations, the building was similar in facade design to the building at 129 East
Columbia (Photo 6) (Stripling interview 2006). Inside is a ca. 1860 well associated with the 19th century hotel and early
20th century bottling plant uses formerly on the property. In 1963, R. N. Stripling removed materials that had been placed
over and around the well, reconstructed its brick exterior and featured it as a local attraction. The building retains its
original exterior brick walls surfaces above the storefront level, its original cornice and detailing and the compatible
materials and design from the ca. 1953 storefront remodeling. In good condition, the building retains a high degree of
integrity.
Significance: Located on Lot 111 of Block 13, in the original town plat, this one-part commercial block was built at an
unknown time, but may have been built about 1917, shortly after the property, thought to then contain a frame saloon, was
purchased by J. S. Henry. As early as 1838, Lot 111 was the site of a hotel, a use that continued until 1890, when the fire
that gutted downtown San Augustine destroyed the hotel. In 1889 owner John MacKechney sold Lot 111 and its hotel
building to B. R. Wallace for $3,675. Wallace renamed the hotel the Wallace House, but its life was short, as the next
year it burned in the downtown fire. In 1891, Wallace divided Lot 111 into two lots. Wallace and his wife Nora sold the
western portion of the lot on March 9, 1891 to Edward E. Smith (1864-1928) for $400 in cash and notes. Smith held the
property until 1913, which reportedly was improved in 1891 with a wood frame saloon. In 1913 Smith lost a legal suit
filed by a creditor, and in 1916 the west V2 of Lot 111 was sold by the county sheriff to J. S. Henry. Shortly thereafter the
building presently on the site is thought to have been built. By 1939 the property was owned by I. L. and Nina Miller,
who sold it to Edward H. Downs (1883-1954) and James Cade Downs (San Augustine County Deed Records). James C.
Downs and Mary Bryan sold the property in July, 1950 to R. N. Stripling (1881-1978), who moved his drugstore business
there. Between Stripling's purchase of the property in July 1950 and 1955, the storefront was remodeled to a present
appearance by Stripling's son restoration architect Raiford L. Stripling (Stripling interview 2006). R. N. Stripling
operated a drug store in San Augustine beginning in 1904 when he opened a drug store where 118 East Columbia now is
(San Augustine County Deed Records). He reportedly used water from the well at 107 East Columbia in making drinks at
his soda fountain. In 1914 he bought the building at 118 East Columbia, but by 1918 he had moved to 101 East Columbia
where he was in partnership with John Burrows. Stripling and Burrows offered a soda fountain, pharmacy services and
phonographs, among other items. In 1950, Stripling purchased the building at 107 East Columbia, and engaged his son
noted architect Raiford L. Stripling to remodel the e.xterior. In 1963 the 19th century well inside the store was exposed.
Stripling operated his business at 107 East Columbia until shortly before he died in 1978. The store operated until 1990,
when it closed. The building was later sold out of the Stripling family. The building is a good example of its one-part
commercial block type embellished with modest Romanesque Revival style detailing updated in the early 1950s with
Greek Revival elements. The building is significant for its architecture and for its associations with R. N. Stripling, a
prominent local businessman and county judge. It is an example of how commercial buildings in the historic district
evolved over time as uses and tastes changed, and incorporates a compatible storefront remodeling made within the period
of significance by noted restoration architect Raiford L. Stripling.
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128 East Columbia
1889; ca. 1970
Photo 5
Plan Type/Style: Two-part commercial block/Romanesque Revival

Description: This three-story, two-part commercial building has a flat built up roof screened by a raised parapet wall
detailed at the corner entry with a gabled "tower" embellished with decorative brick work and sturdy attached piers. Sited
at the southwest corner of Montgomery and Columbia, the building features red brick walls divided into five bays on each
facade with a corner entry, topped by the decorative "tower." Brick pilasters divide the bays vertically, each of which are
pierced by two 2/2 double hung sash wood windows resting on slightly projecting brick sills. Rounded, segmental arches
detail the top of each window. String courses delineate each of the stories through decorative brickwork. On the primary
Columbia Street facade windows at the transom level are 2/2 and 6/6 double hung wood sash types. On the secondary
Montgomery Street side three small round arch windows with 1/1 wood windows bring light into what was likely a
storage area. At the storefront level, 12-light wood windows enclose the openings and what appear to be original wood
and glass doors survive in some doorways. Cast iron storefront supports, made by a Houston firm, also survive. The
original windows were likely recessed back from the cast iron piers, while the current windows are more or lessflushwith
them. The site slopes to southeast exposing a small basement at the rear of the building. About 1970 a flat roof awning
was installed along the length of the Columbia Street facade. Supported by turned posts and featuring a Mansard style
roof this awning is incompatible with the style of the building, but could easily be removed. A wood sign also was
installed about the same time on the Columbia Street facade. It too, is incompatible with the building, but could be
removed with minimal damage to original wall surfaces. Unfortunately, the exterior brick has been sandblasted, but does
not appear to be deteriorating. A raised concrete sidewalk with steps at the south end and on the corner border the
building. The building retains a high degree of integrity.
Significance: The Hollis Building is located on Lot 148 of Block 21 of the original town plat at the southwest comer of
Montgomery and Columbia streets. In 1885 H. H. Johnson sold the lot to I. H. Hollis (1850-1910), who in 1889
developed the building now there. The building escaped destruction in the 1890 fire, likely in part because of its cast iron
and brick construction. It is the only known building in San Augustine to have a cast iron storefront. Prior to the
development of the Hollis Building, this lot housed the offices of K. L. Anderson, last vice president of the Republic of
Texas. Later the site was the location of the John P. Border mercantile. In 1911 the Hollis Building housed the post
office, while the second fioor included space for San Augustine's telephone company with its operators. Long term
operators included sisters Mabel Ponder Stewart and Lena Ponder Stewart, and Ola Fussell Halbert (Williams interview
2006). Many long-term San Augustine merchants and businessmen rented space in the Hollis building. In the 1940s, the
Hollis building was home to Childers grocery, A. J. Wood & Bro. and Beall Brothers' store, among many others
(Williams interview 2006). Offices of a physician and insurance agent also were in the building. The large third floor
room was used as a community ballroom in the 1920s and 1930s and later was converted into office space. The Hollis
Building is significant as the best example of Romanesque Revival style architecture in the San Augustine Commercial
Historic District, as the only commercial building to survive the 1890 fire, and as an important anchor in the development
of the district.

NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

OMB Approval No 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

Section _8_ Page .52.

I.V. CHILDERS GROCERY BUILDING
Architect/Builder: Unknown

129 East Columbia
ca. 1900; ca. 1940
Photo 6
Plan Type/Style: One-part commercial block/Romanesque Revival

Description: This one-story, one-part commercial red brick building has a flat built-up roof screened by a raised parapet
wall detailed with a slightly projecting cornice embellished with Romanesque Revival influenced dentils. The building's
sign band features the faint lettering of signs belonging to past tenants, including I. V. Childers. Decorative brickwork
defines the bottom of the sign band. A cast concrete reinforcing beam, present in 1943 (Vachon photograph 1943)
delineates the top of the transom level. Original vertical,fi.xedpane transoms provide light into a mezzanine storage area.
The storefront includes a centrally placed recessed entry enclosed with double wood and glass doors and flanked by wood
frame plate glass windows supported by brick bulkheads. A flat roof canopy awning is suspended on metal poles from the
facade. A small, unobtrusive ca. 1940 concrete block addition is at the rear of the building. Alterations are limited to the
replacement of the original storefront windows with the wood frame plate glass windows currently there, the boarding
over of the lower portion of the transom windows and the construction of the small rear addition. The windows were
likely altered prior to 1945, as aluminum frame windows came into widespread use only after that date. In fair condition,
the building retains a very high degree of integrity.
Significance: Located on the east Vi of Lot 109 in Block 13 of the original town plat, this building was erected at an
unknown date, but was present prior to 1910, when it is described in a deed concerning the adjacent property. Owned at
that time by Maud and Edward E. Smith, who owned property elsewhere in the district, the Smiths traded the west V2 of
Lot 109, containing a non-longer extant two-story brick building, and the east V2 of Lot 109 containing the building
currently there with O. H. Polley for the improvements on Lot 145 in Block 21. In 1913 Polley sold Lot 109 with its
buildings to Bettie and W. P. Wood, who, the next year, sold to A. V. Wood. Thereafter, the property passed through a
number of owners. Businesses housed in the building included, prior to 1943, Childers and Smith Grocers. In 1943 the
building was the site of I.V. (Inlow Valton) Childers (1883-1967) grocery, his former partner Clyde Smith (1898-1960)
having moved his business elsewhere. As early as the early 1950s the building was occupied by Renfro's Furniture, a
business that continued in operation until recently. The building is currently vacant. The building is a good example of a
one-part commercial block with modest Romanesque Revival detailing and is the most intact example of a one-part
commercial block in the district. It is significant for its associations with the development of the historic district in the
early post-railroad era.
MASONIC LODGE

Architect/Builder: Unknown

208 East Columbia
Style: Classical Revival

1910; ca. 1950

Photo 7

Description: This two-story brick veneer Classical Revival lodge building has a hipped yellow brick veneer walls atop a
raised stucco basement. The exterior wall of the second floor of the building is divided into seven bays by pilasters, and
the middle three bays contain paired double hung wood sash windows while the flanking four bays have only one such
window each. Entries are at the ends of the symmetrical primary facade and sheltered by projecting pedimented porches.
Entry doors are original double wood and glass types with four-pane transoms. The porches are supported by square
wood posts set on square piers that rest on plinths. Fenestration patterns on the primary facade are evenly spaced and are
balanced by the entries at the ends of the primary elevation. Original double hung sash wood windows on the second floor
were replaced ca. 1950 with four pane double hung sash types within the original openings. The windows are topped with
original three-light transoms. Sills are projecting concrete types. First floor windows are original paired three light
transom types. Decorative brick spandrel-like forms separate the first and second floor windows. One original exterior
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light fixture survives. A marble cornerstone is located at the east end of the primary facade. Exterior alterations are
limited and include a ca. 1950 metal fire escape on the east elevation and the enclosure with stucco of the first floor
windows of the rear elevation. A small, freestanding neon sign bearing Masonic symbols was erected in front of the lodge
after the end of the period of significance. Despite some changes to non-primary facades, the building retains a high
degree of exterior integrity.
Significance: Located on Lot 151 and 152 of Block 22 in the original town plat, the Masonic lodge property was deeded
to Red Land Lodge # 3 in 1850 and 1851 by James Perkins, Solomon Miller, Otis M. Wheeler, T. G. Broocks, G.W.
Blount, Donald McDonald, William Nash, Elizabeth M. Park and B. J. Thomson as a gift. The lodge has owned the
property since that time. Prior to the erection of the current lodge building, the property was improved with a wood
building used by lodge members for meetings. In October 1908 the membership resolved to build a new Masonic Temple
at a cost not to exceed $5,000 (Red Land Lodge Minute Book #3). This amount proved insufficient to fund the desired
new building so lodge officers authorized the issue of certificates for $3,500 that would mature in 20 years with interest.
A building committee comprised of R. H. Hall, O. E. Rawls, J. A. Clark (a builder) and J. K. Thompson (sic) was
appointed. In March 1910 the membership was satisfied they had sufficient funds for a new building and authorized the
drawing of plans and specifications by an unnamed architect. The plans and specs were approved and circulated to
builders for bids. The membership was comfortable with an expenditure of $7,000 to $7,500 for a new building, but
authorized as much as $10,000 for construction. By this date, the building committee had expanded to T. B. Saunders, E.
D. Downs, R. H. Hall, John Thomson (local brick mason), D. S. Harrison, George L. Crockett and J. A. Clark (local
builder). In June 1910, the membership petitioned the Grand Lodge of Texas for permission to mortgage the property in
connection with the new construction. On August 17, 1910 contracts for the new building were signed with unnamed
contractors. The total cost for the new building was to be $11,800. By September 2, 1910 construction was underway,
but a problem was encountered. The dimensions of the new building were such that the old wood building had to be
"leaned" in order to accommodate the new construction. With approval of the membership, the old lodge building was
leaned and construction continued. The cornerstone was laid on November 3, 1910 in an elaborate ceremony attended by
much of San Augustine as well as visitors from the Hemphill, Center, New Bern, Shelby, Brookeland, Bronson, and
Joaquin, Texas lodges and the Rose Pine, Louisiana lodge. Local resident Kate Daffan spoke on Masonry and after the
ceremony everyone enjoyed a dinner prepared by lodge members, San Augustine residents and members of the John
Gillespie Lodge No. 257. A brass band played and newspaper articles were placed in the cornerstone. The lodge is an
excellent example of an architect designed institutional building of the early 20th century using the Classical Revival
style. The Masonic lodge is similar in massing and detailing to the ca.l910 San Augustine High School and may have had
the same architect. Unfortunately, the lodge secretary saw fit not to record the name of the lodge's designer or builders, so
he and the identity of the builders remain unknown. The building interprets early 20th century institutional architecture
and the aesthetic values of the lodge membership and is significant for that reason. The building also documents the
eclectic development patterns of the district.

SINCLAIR GAS STATION

Architect/Builder: Unknown

211 East Columbia
ca. 1938
Style: Spanish Colonial Revival

Photo 8

Description: This one-story wood frame Spanish Colonial Revival style service station has an asymmetrical plan divided
into two distinct sections: the double service bays and the office/pump pavilion. The area that housed the gas pumps is
sheltered by a projecting pavilion supported on square piers detailed with molded bracket-like details at the comers.
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Directly behind the pavilion is the station office, which features the original glass and wood door and a fixed pane plate
glass window. Both are topped with fixed pane transoms. Exterior walls are smooth stucco. A raised parapet wall with
glazed green tile detailing further defines the pump pavilion. The station includes two service bays, housed in a
rectangular building mass that extends to the west of the office/pump pavilion. Bay doors are wood and glass types that
may be original. The gas pumps have been removed, but no other alterations are apparent. The building is vacant, but the
surrounding paved areas are utilized for parking by a nearby auto dealership. The service station retains a very high
degree of integrity. Behind the service station is a small, one-story outhouse, which appears to date to about 1950. It is a
Contributing element to the district.
Significance: This service station is located on Lot 106 of Block 14 in the original town plat. The property was
developed prior to 1850 with a dwelling. That dwelling is the center passage Ella and Lafayette "Pet" Sharp House,
which was moved around the corner to 105 North Congress Street to make room for the development of this gas station
and the one directly east of it on East Columbia. In December 1937 Mrs. Fred Tucker, an heir of Layfayette Sharp deeded
Lot 106 to Gladys Baker Parker, who with her husband F. Knight Parker, is thought to have built the station. They moved
the Sharp House around the comer and developed this station and the one directly east of it on the northwest corner of
East Columbia and North Congress. After the station was built, the Parkers leased the property to Sinclair Refining
Company (San Augustine County Deed Records), and local resident Murray Halbert operated the station. The station had
several operators through World War II including Charles Haley, Jr. and Carman Fussell. Eventually the property came
into the ownership of the Dr. N. T. Bennett, and it remains in the Bennett family. The last station operator was Thurmond
Rousseau, who died in 2001 (Curtis Haley interview 2006). Figure 11 shows the station shortly after it opened. The
service station is significant for its Spanish Colonial Revival design, which represents a rare and well crafted example of
the style, and as the most intact of three surviving service stations in the San Augustine Commercial Historic DistricL It
represents the impact of automobiles on life in San Augustine and on the development of the district.
(NC)
Architect: Raiford L. Stripling

TEXAS BANK AND TRUST

102 West Columbia
Style: Classical Revival

ca. 1972

Photo 9

Description: This two-story bank building features massing similar to a two-story commercial block, but lacks the
differentiation between first and second fioor uses typical of the two-part commercial block plan. Sited on the northwest
comer of Harrison and West Columbia, the building features a flat built up roof with a shallowly pitched gable at the
front, and at the front and rear side corners. The front facade is detailed with a centrally placed entryflankedby pilasters
and vertical ribbon windows. The side elevation is divided into bays delineated by pilasters and pierced by vertical ribbon
windows. Exterior walls are red brick veneer and marble. No exterior alterations are noted. The building is in excellent
condition and retains a very high degree of exterior integrity. Because of its age, it is Noncontributing to the district.
However, its massing, materials, heighL siting and setbacks conform to historic patterns and are generally compatible with
historic development within the district.
Significance: This bank is located on Lot 113 of Block 12 of the original town plat. The site was developed with a bank
as early as 1908 when Commercial Guaranty Bank operated on this site. The bank changed its name at an unknown time
after 1908, and became Commercial State Bank. In 1949 it was still operating under that name. In 1972 the ca. 1908
brick building was demolished and restoration architect Raiford L. Stripling hired to design the building now on the
property. In 1988 the bank became known as Commercial National Bank, then was changed to 1st Bank of Texas and
since 1997 has operated as Texas Bank and Trust (McCary interview 2006). William Kendall Knight (1871-1979), a
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prominent local businessman served as bank director for many years and was active in that role until his death at age 105,
which occurred just 17 days before his I06th birthday. Figure 10 shows the ca. 1908 bank building in 1943. The original
red brick was stuccoed between 1939 and 1943. The bank is significant for the role it played in thefinanciallife of San
Augustine, but the building is Noncontributing because it was erected after 1957.
L L. MATHEWS & SONS BUILDING (NC)
110 West Columbia ca. 1900; ca. 1965
Photo 10
Builder/Architect: Unknown/Raiford L. Stripling
Plan Type/Style: One-part commercial block
Description: This one-part commercial block has a fiat built-up roof screened by a ca. 1965 aluminum slipcover that
obscures original wall surfaces and details. Red brick veneer siding is found on the walls of the storefront. The original
storefront configuration and the lower portion of the e.xterior wall were removed in the 1960s w hen the building facade
was remodeled. The new storefront wall placed on an angle to the front property line and is recessed several feet back
from the front property lines and pierced with aluminum frame plate glass windows fianking a central double entry. The
interior space has been divided into two shops, although for much of the building's life the interior was a single large area
(Blackstock interview 2006). A flat canopy awning suspended on poles projects from the facade. The building retains a
high degree of integrity from the ca. 1965 remodeling, and is in good condition, but the changes made at that time
removed original storefront design and materials and changed its configuration. While cohesive, such changes were made
after the period of significance. The upper portion of the front facade likely retains original design elements and if the
aluminum slipcover were to be removed, the building might be considered for reclassification as Contributing to the
district provided sufficient original detailing and materials remains above the awning.
Significance: Constructed on Lot 114 of Block 12 of the original town plat, the I. L. Mathews and Sons Building is
thought to have been built about 1900. In 1916 Inlow L. Mathews (1864-1932), local merchant, located his dry goods
business here and operated there until 1933 when his death and the economic decline of the Great Depression forced the
business to close (Blackstock interview 2006). After a few months, I. L. Mathews sons', J. P. Mathews and his brother
Woodrow W. Mathews, reopened the store, calling the business the J. P. Mathews Co. Because J. P. was the elder
brother, the business was named for him. It operated under that name until 1988, when Jewel Pearson "Pete" Mathews
(1910-1989) retired. Inlow L. Mathews started the business in 1916 and rented the building from the owner who lived in
Beaumont, Texas. In the early 1950s, the Mathews bought the building. J. P. Mathews married Mildred Rawson, and
Woodrow Mathews married Iris Rawson. The brothers married sisters and together they ran the store from the 1930s until
the 1980s. Figure 12 shows, from left. Iris, Woodrow, Mildred and J. P. Mathews in the store about 1955. J. P. and
Mildred had two children, Rosemary and Cherry. Woodrow and Iris had four children, John, Mark, Brad and Martha.
The building is significant for its associations with the Mathews family and the operation of the family's dry goods
business, which was an important local enterprise. The building is Noncontributing to the district due to alterations to the
storefront and the installation of an aluminum slipcover over the upper wall. If the slipcover were removed, the building
could be considered for reclassification to Contributing, provided sufficient original design and materials remain.
J. L. THOMAS BUILDING
Architect/Builder: Unknown

128 West Columbia
1904; ca. 1940
Plan Type/Style: One-part commercial block/Art Deco

Photo 11

Description: This one-story, one-part comnici ciai red brick building has a flat built-up roof screened by a raised parapet
wall detailed with a zigzag design reminiscent of Art Deco styling. Historic photographs reveal that between 1939 and
1943 the building facade was remodeled. The original Romanesque Revival inspired dentilated cornice treatment and
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transom windows were removed and a plain facade detailed with a zigzag pattern reminiscent of Art Deco design
installed. The building's sign band contains a wood sign displaying the name of the business now in the building. A flat
roof canopy shelters the storefront. The current storefront appears to date from the ca. 1940 remodel, and features a
slightly recessed entry with double wood and glass doorsflankedby wood frame plate glass windows supported by red
brick bulkheads and surrounded by red brick veneer sheathing that is flush with the front property line. The building
retains a high degree of integrity from its ca. 1940 remodel, which reflects evolutionary changes based on changing
architectural tastes and merchandising needs. In fair condition, the building retains a high degree of integrity.
Significance: This building is located on the west V2 of lot 115 in Block 12 of the original town plat. In January, 1904 J.
W. Phillips (1854-1907), a local land investor, sold thewest '/2 of Lot 115 and Lot 78 in Block 12 to J. L. Thomas for
$1,500. This property stretched from Columbia to Livingston, and because of its size and price it likely did not have a
building on it. In September 1904, Thomas sold the west V2 of lot 115, measuring 194 feet by 33 1/3 feet facing Columbia
StreeL to F. B. Sublett for $4,400 in cash and notes. The size of the parcel and the price suggests a substantial building
was on the property by that time and that J. L. Thomas was the developer of the building. In October, 1906 Sublett sold
the property to J. M. Cartwright for $3,500. The building had several owners and tenants between its construction and
1939, when historic photographs show it occupied by F. Knight Parker Grocery. Later, grocer Clyde Smith (after his
partnership with I.V. Childers dissolved) operated his business here (Curtis Haley interview 2006). In the late 1940s the
building was owned by H. L. Cartwright. Additional tenants occupied the building over time. The current occupant is the
Columbia Street Cleaners, in business at this location since 1994 (Holman interview 2006). The building is significant as
an early 20th century one-part cominercial building within the district, for its architectural design and for the way in
which it interprets the development patterns and commercial life of the district during the period of significance.
KNIGHT PARKER BUILDING

Builder: N. O. Thomas

107-109 South Harrison
1940
Style: Two part commercial block/Art Moderne

Photo 12

Description: This three-story, two-part commercial block has a fiat built up roof surrounded by a tile-edged coping. The
building features yellow and red brick and has a symmetrical facade divided into two distinct horizontal sections. The
first fioor has twin storefronts featuring aluminum and wood frame plate glass windows and aluminum and glass entry
doors. Glass block is found in the transom windows above the storefront entries. A fiat roofed canopy supported by
wood posts shelters the storefronts. The facade of the second and third floors also is symmetrical and features a centrally
placed band defined by pilasters that sweep boldly up to the roof curving over the coping at the top. Small windows
separated by tile spandrels are within this center design element. Flanking it are multi-pane metal casement windows. The
facade is further defined by string courses that flow around the curved corners of the building, providing a horizontal
balance to the three story verticality of the building. The building is in fair condition and retains a very high degree of
integrity with few exterior alterations.
Significance: Built on the south portion of Lot 145 in Block 21 of the original town plat, the property containing this
building was purchased in March 1940 from Commercial State Bank by Gladys Parker for the sum of $1,250. In August
1940, Gladys Parker and her husband F. Knight Parker (1899-I99l)signed a mechanic's lien with N. O. Thomas for the
construction of the brick building now on the property. The cost to build the building was given as $4,000 with an extra
$1,000 available for any additional costs. The building was to be completed within 60 days. Brick and tile for the
building came from Brick & Tile Inc., Dallas. Brick used included 100,000 Garrison three hole common brick. The
building housed retail uses on the first floor, including Knight Parker Grocery Co., on the north side, and the U.S. Soil
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Conservation offices on the south side. Upstairs was the Stuckey and Miller Clinic (Williams interview 2006). The
building is a good example of the Art Moderne style and the ways in which uses were combined within individual
buildings in the San Augustine Commercial Historic District. The building is significant for its architecture and for its
associations with the development of the district in the 20th century.
SAN AUGUSTINE Bus STATION

Architect/Builder: Raiford L. Stripling/Clyde Barron

109 East Main ca. 1938
Photo 13
Style: International/Colonial Revival

Description: This one-story stone veneer bus station has an irregular plan, flat built up roof, smooth, plain wall surfaces
and volumetric massing, all associated with International style architecture. A half-story cupola adds height to the roof of
the horizontal building, and the metal canopies that extend from the building provide additional horizontality as well as
shelter for the buses that originally used them. Awnings added ca. 1956 are located above the windows on the Main
Street elevation, and ocular windows, a Stripling trademark and subtle reference to the Colonial Revival style, are found
on the south and east elevations. When the bus station was converted to medical offices, a small board and batten addition
was added at the rear, a plate glass window was installed in the front and the vents in the cupola were covered with
slatting. One door was modified into a window and the residual opening enclosed. Gasoline pumps have been removed.
These appear to be the only exterior alterations. The building is in good condition and retains a high degree of exterior
integrity.
Significance: This building is located on a portion of Lots 173 and 174 in Block 21 of the original town plat. In the
1930s, local resident Sam Hankla purchased this property, which at that time contained a three-story dwelling owned by
the Collins family. Built in the I9th century the house was demolished in 1938 and the land leveled using mule and horse
drawn equipment (Haley typescript 1998). Plans and specifications for a new bus station were drawn by architect Raiford
L. Stripling, and Clyde Barron, a contractor and brick mason from Center, Texas, was hired as construction foreman.
Whenfinished,the station opened with a dedication ceremony at which the high school band played. With fortuitous
timing, the new bus station was ready for service as a departure point for many young men going off to World War II. The
building included a cafe. Figure 13 shows the building about 1950. The station operated until the early 1950s, by which
time the convenience of private automobiles had lessened the demand for bus service, and it closed. In 1953, Curtis R.
Haley, M.D. set up a medical practice in San Augustine, in the building on East Columbia Street where his father had
practiced. This upstairs location was inconvenient for less ambulatory patients. By 1956, Dr. Haley determined to find a
ground floor location and began negotiations for the property with the Hankla family. In September 1956 he purchased the
property from Sam Hankla and set about a modest remodeling to make the space suitable for medical offices. The
building remains in use as offices for Dr. Haley's medical practice. The building is significant for its International
Style/Colonial Revival design, as an example of Raiford Stripling's pre-World War II work and for its association with
district development in the 1930s.
IDA AND J. BENJAMIN WHITTON HOUSE

206 West Mainca. 1903; ca. 1970s

Builder: E. W. Weiderman, J.A. Clark

Style: Queen Anne

Photo 14

Description: This two-story wood frame shiplap-sided dwelling has a complex hipped and gabled roof and an
asymmetrical facade. A partial width attached porch shelters the front entry, on the south elevation, and a second floor
porch is found directly above it. Both porches are detailed with turned wood posts, decorative brackets and spindle work
trim. A two-story cutaway bay features decorative brackets with pendants. Windows are 2/2 double hung wood sash
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types framed by flat board molding. Non-original decorative shutters have been added to the windows, but are compatible
with the building. The original wood and glass entry door remains. Porch flooring is wood planking. The original first
floor porch was extended in the 1970s when the house was used as a ftineral home. The extension wraps around the south
elevation and uses posts, brackets and detailing similar to the original porch. While its size increases its visibility, its
design is compatible with the original portion of the house. A rear porch also has been enclosed. Inside, the house is
largely intact. The house is in good condition and retains a moderately high degree of exterior integrity.
Significance: This house is located on Lots 183 and 184 in Block 19 of the original town plat. The house occupies lot
183, while the adjacent parking area is on lot 184. In March 1903 Ben Whitton (1853-1946) purchased lots 183 and 138
in this block from Harriet and Joe Summers for $100. Apparently there had been an old house on the property prior to
Whitton's purchase. Whitton and his wife Ida Baggett Whitton (1870-1947) hired local contractors E. W. Weiderman and
J. A. Clark to build this Queen Aime style dwelling. The couple raised their eight children in the house and it remained in
the Whitton family for many years. In the 1970s the house became a ftineral home, but today a member of the Whitton
family operates his surveying business from the house. The house is significant for its Queen Aiuie style design and for
its association with district development in the early 20th century.
SAN AUGUSTINE COUNTY J A I L
Architect: Diebold Co./Raiford L. Stripling

107 NORTH MONTGOMERY
Style: Georgian Revival

1893;1976

Photo 15

Description: This two-story red brick jail building served as the San Augustine County Jail from its constmction is 1893
until 1919 when a new jail was built on the courthouse square. The building has a hipped roof detailed with four
symmetrically placed chimneys, decorative brickwork at the cornice level and round arch, multipane, double hung wood
sash windows embellished with arched solider course lintels and projecting sills. All four facades display the same design
features and the first and second stories are divided by a decorative brick belt course. The building sits atop a brick water
table and the end walls are battered. The iron door is centrally placed in the main facade and features a brick hood mold
and lantern light. The iron bars that once enclosed the windows were removed at an unknown time, and about 1976,
portions of the damaged walls surrounding the windows were repaired with brick. The massing, detailing and decorative
elements are Georgian Revival and reflect the Southern cultural heritage of San Augustine's early settlers. The building is
in good condition and retains a high degree of exterior integrity.
Significance: The jail is located on a portion of Lots 83, 84 and 110 of Block 13 in the original town plat. In August
1893 B. C. Broocks sold this property to the County of San Augustine for $175. The county subsequently built the jail on
this land, after taking bids during August 1893" and selecting the Diebold Safe and Lock Company as the jail contractor
(San Augustine County Deed Records and Commissioner's Court Records). The Diebold bid was $7,000. The county
issued bonds in the amount of $7,000 at 6 percent interest to cover the cost of the new jail. During constmction of the
new jail, the old brick jail on Lot 177 at the northwest comer of Main and Harrison (southeast comer of the courthouse
square) was retained for use. The jail property was purchased in the 1930s or 1940s by R. N. Stripling, and in 1976 his son
architect Raiford Stripling rehabilitated the building and converted it to offices for his architectural practice. The jail is
^ San Augustine County Deed Record indexes record transactions regarding this property as 1883, an
error discovered when the actual deed record was reviewed. Further, Commissioners Court Records detail
the negotiations during August 1893, not 1883.
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significant for its Georgian Revival styling and for its role as the San Augustine County Jail between 1893 and 1919, a
period of growth and prosperity in the community.
JUSTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

The San Augustine Commercial Historic District is an important focal point of the community containing the
largest and best preserved concentration of late-19th to mid-20th century commercial and institutional buildings in the city
and county. The district documents the eclectic development pattems of the downtown commercial area, located wholly
within the 1833 town plat. The district illustrates the grid patterned Shelbyville Square plan type, brought to San
Augustine by Anglo-American town founders who transferred their cultural preferences to their new home and created in
San Augustine, one of the first, if not the first, example of Anglo-American town planning in Texas. The pattem and
width of districts streets reflect this 1833 plat as well as the commercial and institutional building types and architectural
style popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries in small and medium sized Texas communities and the nation as a
whole between 1889 and 1957, a period of alternating growth and stagnation fostered by an economy based on
agriculture, commerce, govemment and transportation advances. The district's resources span a 124 year period from the
city's beginnings in the 1833 to the end of the historic period in 1957. The district contains the largest surviving
collection in the city and county of intact late-19th-to-mid-20th century commercial and institutional buildings. The
district also includes one agricultural building and three residences, reflecting the absence of zoning in San Augustine and
the mix of business and residential buildings commonly seen in downtown areas of small mral Southern communities.
Medium and small one-, two- and three-story brick and stone veneer commercial and institutional buildings of
considerable architectural diversity and medium to high quality are located within the district and determine its character.
A few district buildings use loadbearing brick walls, while the domestic properties are wood frame, wood sided or brick
veneer types. The lone agricultural building is a wood frame, metal sided property. Primarily displaying revival style
buildings, the district also contains resources embellished with Queen Arme, Art Deco, Art Modeme and Intemational
style influences. City, Federal and privatefiindswere used for infrastmcture such as paved streets and sidewalks and
utility systems, all of which supported and enhanced district development. Unifying the district are the consistent
setbacks of commercial properties along Columbia Street and the more varied setbacks of institutional and domestic
properties typical of downtown commercial areas. Created by 19th century settlers, investors and local entrepreneurs,
district developed over a period of 124 years, during whichfluctuatingeconomic conditions determined the absence or
presence of new constmction. Historic resources reflect national architectural trends and the tastes and budgets of the
property owners, architects and builders involved in construction, and the commercial, institutional, agricultural and
domestic uses intended for the properties. The district retains high levels of integrity of location, setting, materials,
design, workmanship, feeling and association within the period of significance and is maintained in fair to good condition.
The district conveys not only San Augustine's earliest Anglo-American heritage, but reflects the late 19th and early 20th
century district development fostered by a disastrous 1890 fire and a growing economy supported by the arrival of rail
service in 1901. For these reasons the San Augustine Commercial Historic District is eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C at the local level of significance. Of the district's 71 resources 45
retain their integrity; most Noncontributing resources are historic commercial buildings altered with reversible materials
such as metal slipcovers or changes to storefront materials or configuration. Noncontributing resources also include post1957 buildings such as two banks and a small store. The district is worthy of preservation as a highly intact landmark
neighborhood that through its commercial and institutionalfiinctionsdocuments development pattems in San Augustine
and interprets social and architectural trends between 1833 and 1957.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF PROPERTY:

approximately 14.2 acres

UTM REFERENCES Zone 15
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

Easting
394359
394347
394686
394813
394828
394670
394484
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3488712
3488644
3488588
3488644
3488724
3488778
3488797

(see continuation sheet 10-67)

(see continuation sheet 10-67)
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(see continuation sheet Map-79 through Map-84)
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(see continuation sheet Photo-85)
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(see continuation sheets Figure-66 through Figure-83)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning on Main Street at its intersection with the east boundary line of South Montgomery Street, THENCE
north to the south (rear) property line of the parcel at 202 East Columbia, THENCE east with said property line to the
west boundary line of South Congress, THENCE north to the north (rear property line of the property at the northwest
comer of Congress and Columbia, THENCE west with said property line, continuing west with the property lines of
parcels at 211 and 201 East Columbia to the east boundary line of North Montgomery, THENCE north to the north (side)
property line of the parcel at 107 North Montgomery, THENCE west with said property line to the west (rear) property
line of said parcel, THENCE south with said property line to its intersection with the alley between said property and the
parcels in the 100 block of East Columbia, THENCE west with the north boundary line of said alley, continuing west
across North Harrison to a continuation of said alley, and continuing west along north boundary line behind the parcels in
the 100 block of West Columbia to the intersection of said alley and North Broadway, THENCE south along the east
boundary line of North Broadway to its intersection with the north boundary line of West Columbia, THENCE west along
said boundary line of West Columbia to a point opposite the west (rear) property line of the building at 102 South
Broadway, THENCE south along said property line continuing south along west (rear) property lines of the buildings at
104, 106 and 108 South Broadway to the intersection of the west (rear) property line of 108 South Broadway with the
north (rear) property line of the parcel at 204 West Main, THENCE west along said north property line continuing west
along the north (rear) property line of the parcel at 206 West Main to its intersection with the east boundary line of Golden
Way, THENCE south to its intersection with the south boundary line of West Main, THENCE east along Main to
Montgomery, the place of beginning, approximately 14.2 +/- acres of land in the City of San Augustine, Texas.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Boundaries for the nominated property are based on street and property line boundaries as indicated by
concentrated, cohesive commercial development and surviving integrity of use, materials and design, which correspond to
a cohesive core of eclectically styled commercial, institutional, agricultural, infrastmctural, and recreation and culture
resources developed between 1833 and 1957. The majority of these resources date from ca. 1891 to 1930 and were
constructed in response to San Augustine's physical and economic growth created by the settlement of the town,
establishment of Columbia Street as the city's commercial street, the establishment of the Republic of Texas, an 1890 fire
that destroyed most of the downtown buildings, the arrival of rail service in 1901, the success of local agricultural
processing and distribution businesses, the community's role as a local service center for surrounding farms and the
timber industry and its position as county seat. District properties constmcted prior to ca. 1891 reflect 19th century
development, govemment and commercial activities, all of which were supported by an agricultural base. Post-1891
development reflects a slowly expanding economy, boosted by the arrival of rail service in 1901 and a resulting building
boom. The district is distinguished by its eclectic architectural nature, which is distinct from the surrounding residential
19th and early 20th century neighborhoods to the north, east and south and from the scattered commercial buildings found
to the west. Properties outside the nominated property reflect different uses and development pattems or are commercial
properties that lack sufficient integrity, cohesiveness, or historic association to be included in the nominated district. The
nominated district contains the most cohesive and intact group of historic commercial properties in the city and the
district follows the boundaries of streets and property lines.

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

NPS Fonil 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section Figure Page .68.

San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

Figure 1. Map of Augustine Showing Location of State Highway 21 (Old San Antonio Road)
(Source: City of San Augustine and Diane E. Williams)
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Figure 2. Edmund Quirk and Santiago Conichi Surveys
(Source: 1947 Tobin Map, courtesy of San Augustine County Appraisal District)
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Figure 3. Town Plat, 1833
(Source: San Augustine County Clerk)
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Figure 4. Advertisement for W. R. Thomas Hardware and Implements
(Source: San Augustine Tribune 3/28/1935)
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Figure 5. East Columbia Street, looking east, ca. 1926
(Source: Mary Jane Stripling)

San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section Figure Page .73.

Figure 6. West Columbia Street, looking east, 1939.
(Source: Photograph by Russell Lee, courtesy Richard Murphy)
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Figure 7. Saturday Afternoon on West Columbia Street, 1939.
(Source: Photograph by Russell Lee, courtesy Richard Murphy)
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Figure 8. Family on West Columbia Street, 1939.
(Source: Photograph by Russell Lee, courtesy Richard Murphy)
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Figure 9. Man Weighing Himself on East Columbia Street, 1939.
(Source: Photograph by Russell Lee, courtesy Richard Murphy)
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Figure 10. West Columbia Street at Harrison, 1943.
(Source: Photograph by John Vachon, courtesy Richard Murphy)
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Figure 11. Sinclair Service Station on East Columbia Street, ca. 1940.
(Source: Richard Murphy)
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Figure 12. From left. Iris, Woodrow, Mildred and J. P. Mathews in their store, ca. 1955.
(Source: Rosemary Mathews Blackstock)
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Figure 13. San Augustine Bus Station, ca. 1950.
(Source: Richard Murphy)
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Map 1. Regional Map Showing Location of San Augustine in East Texas.
(Source: AAA, Texas)
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Map 2. San Augustine Commercial Historic District Boundaries
(Source: City of San Augustine and Diane E. Williams)
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Map 3. San Augustine Commercial Historic District Properties
(Source: City of San Augustine and Diane E. Williams)
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Map 4. San Augustine Commercial Historic District Properties
(Source: City of San Augustine and Diane E. Williams)
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Map 5. San Augustine Commercial Historic District Properties
(Source: City of San Augustine and Diane E. Williams)
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PHOTO INVENTORY
San Augustine Commercial Historic District
San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas
Diane Elizabeth Williams, Photographer
March 2006
Original Negatives on File with the Texas Historical Commission

Photo 1
100 Block East Columbia
Camera facing northeast

Photo 8
211 East Columbia
Camera facing north northeast

Photo 2
100 Block West Columbia
Camera facing southeast

Photo 9
102 West Columbia
Camera facing northwest (NC)

Photo 3
South Montgomery at East Main
(metal stop sign in pavement)

Photo 10
110 West Columbia
Camera facing northwest (NC)

Photo 4
107 East Columbia
Camera facing northeast

Photo 11
128 West Columbia
Camera facing north

Photo 5
128 East Columbia
Camera facing southwest

Photo 12
107-109 South Harrison
Camera facing southeast

Photo 6
129 East Columbia
Camera facing north

Photo 13
109 East Main
Camera facing northeast

Photo 7
208 East Columbia
Camera facing south

Photo 14
206 West Main
Camera facing northwest
Photo 15
107 North Montgomery
Camera facing west northwest
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 07000269
Property Name: San Augustine Commercial Historic District
County: San Augustine State: Texas
Multiple Name: N/A
This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
docuifventation.
April 3. 2007
Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:
Section 6: Function or Use
The following subcategories are, hereby, entered for the Historic Functions:
Govemment: city hall, coiuthouse, correctional facility
Commerce: specialty store, financial institutional, business
Domestic: Single dwelling, multiple dwelling
Social: meeting hall
Recreation and Culture: theater, monument/marker
Agriculture: storage
Transportafion: Road-related, pedestrian-related
Landscape: street furniture/object, plaza
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The following subcategories are, hereby, entered for the Current Functions:
Govemment: courthouse, goverrmient office
Commerce: specialty store, financial institutional, business, professional
Domestic: Single dwelling
Social: meeting hall
Recreation and Culture: theater, monument/marker
Agriculture: storage
Transportation: Road-related, pedestrian-related
Landscape: street fumittire/object, plaza
Section 7: Description
The pages making up this section are, hereby, corrected to read "7.5" to "7.29" to indicate that
they correspond to Section number 7 (not 9).

The Texas State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment.
DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET
REQUESTED ACTION:
PROPERTY
NAME:

NOMINATION

San A u g u s t i n e Commercial H i s t o r i c

District

MULTIPLE
NAME:
STATE & COUNTY:

TEXAS, San A u g u s t i n e

DATE RECEIVED:
2/21/07
DATE OF 16TH DAY:
3/27/07
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:
REFERENCE NUMBER:

DATE OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

3/12/07
4/06/07

07000269

REASONS FOR REVIEW:
APPEAL: N
OTHER:
N
REQUEST: N

DATA PROBLEM: N
PDIL:
N
SAMPLE:
N

LANDSCAPE: N
PERIOD:
N
SLR DRAFT: Y

LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
ACCEPT

RETURN

.

REJECT

DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS

rju.-/^

RECOM. /CRITERIA /

U

^

^

/ i Hj ( L

(^^^^^^''J^

REVIEWER - ^ / i d , ^ J . l ' t U A ^

DISCIPLINE J / j y f i ^ ^

TELEPHONB^_

DATE

LJ^/A

/C y

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLF^^^Y/JJ
I f a nomination i s r e t u r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , t h e
n o m i n a t i o n i s no l o n g e r under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by t h e NPS.

t>

Rick Perry • Governor

TEXAS
HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

John L. Nau, III • Chairman
I'. Lawcrence Oak.< • Executive Director

The State .Agency for Historic

Preservation

TO:

Linda McClelland
National Register of Historic Places

FROM:

Gregory W. Smith, National Register Coordinator
Texas Historical Commission

RE:

San Augustine Commercial Historic District, San Augustine, San Augustine County, Texas

DATE:

Febmary 15, 2007

•

The following materials are submitted regarding San Augustine Commercial Historic District:

X

Original National Register of Historic Places form
_ Resubmitted nomination
Multiple Property nomination form

X

Photographs

X

USGS map
Correspondence
Other:

COMMENTS:
SHPO requests substantive review
The enclosed owner objections (do ) (do not ) constitute a majority of property owners
Other:

P.O. Box 12276 • Austin, TX 78711-2276 • 512/463-5853 • Fax 512/475-3122 • TDD 1-800-735-2989

