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1. NAME OF PROPERTY 

HISTORIC NAME: Castle Heights Historic District 
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: N/A 

2. LOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER: Roughly bounded by Waco Dr. (U.S. 84), Oriental Rd., Franklin Ave. and 39"" St. 

CITY OR TOWN: Waco VICINITY: N/A NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A 

STATE:Texas CODE: TX COUNTY: McLennan CODE: 309 zip CODE: 76710 

3. STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this (j(_nomination) ( request for 
determination of eligibility) meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ( x_ meets) ( _ does not meet) the National 
Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ( _ nationally) ( _ statewide) ( x locally). ( See continuation sheet 
for additional commen^ 

Signature of certifying offlcial 

State Historic Preservation Officer. Texas Historical Commission 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date / 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION 

1 hereby certify that this property is: 

^ entered in the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet 

determined not eligible for the National Register 

/J Signature of the Keeper / Date of Action 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 
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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: District 

NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY: 

CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING 

181 47 BUILDINGS 

0 0 SITES 

0 0 STRUCTURES 

0 0 OBJECTS 

181 47 TOTAL 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structure 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structure 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: 

LATE VICTORIAN/Gothic 
LATE 19™ AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival, Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Spanish 

Colonial Revival, Mediterranean 
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow 
MODERN MOVEMENT/Ranch 
OTHER/Minimal Traditional 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE, WOOD 
WALLS B R I C K , CONCRETE, STONE, STUCCO 
ROOF ASPHALT 
OTHER B R I C K , GLASS, METAL, WOOD 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-14). 
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The Castle Heights Historic District contains a high concentration of intact early- to mid-twentieth century residential 
properties that represent significant aspects of the economic, physical, and architectural development of Waco and 
McLennan County, Texas. Located about three miles southwest of the historic commercial center of Waco, the Castle 
Heights neighborhood was platted in 1923 and named for a large 1890s stone residence across Austin Avenue that has a 
turret and crenellated parapet. The streets in Castle Heights are curvilinear, quite different from the perpendicular grid 
present through most of Waco up to that point. With street names including Castle, Carondolet and Chateau, and with 
architectural styles including Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival, the neighborhood is distinct 
in the city. More than half of the homes were built by 1948, and most exhibit relatively few alterations through the years. 
Only a few homes in the district were built within the last fifty years. Contributing properties retain a high level of 
character-defining features to convey a visual sense of the historic environment. The Castle Heights Historic District is 
composed of 161 addresses with 228 properties and features, of which 155 are contributing and 73 are noncontributing. 
The Cottonland Castle (3300 Austin, built 1890, altered 1913) was designated a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 
1977. 

Setting of the Castle Heights Historic District 

The Castle Heights neighborhood is southwest of the historic commercial center of Waco, about three miles southwest of 
the Brazos River between Austin Avenue and Waco Drive (U. S. Highway 84). A rise in elevation along Austin Avenue 
marks the entry to the neighborhood around Castle Drive, allowing the viewer to look northeast on Austin and see all but 
the base of the 1911 twenty-two story Amicable Life Insurance Company (ALICO) Building, which stands nearly three 
miles to the north-northeast in the downtown commercial section of the city. The residential character of the 
neighborhood is intact, with the contemporaneously platted Karem Park to the east, more recent housing along Austin 
Avenue to the west, and commercial and light industrial functions beyond the district boundaries, along Austin and 
Franklin Street (Spur 298) to the southeast, Waco Drive (US 84) to the northwest and Valley Mills Drive (Loop 396) to 
the southwest. 

There is a high concentration of early- to mid-twentieth century housing and commercial buildings between the downtown 
commercial district and Castle Heights, particularly along the parallel main streets of Franklin, Austin, and Washington 
Avenues. Designated landmarks in the vicinity include Mount Zion United Methodist Church (1212 N. 5"' Street, Official 
Texas Historical Marker 2006), Old Site of Texas Christian University (19"" Street and Mitchell, OTHM 1966), 
Cottonland Castle (3300 Austin Avenue, Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 1977), Fort House (503 S. 4"" Street, RTHL 
1969), Madison Cooper House (1801 Austin Avenue, National Register of Historic Places 1982), Rotan-Dossett House 
(1503 Columbus Avenue, NRHP 1979), and McDermott Motors Building (1125 Washington Avenue, NRHP 2004). 

Physical Characteristics of the District 

Castle Heights was first platted in 1922, located near the Cottonland Castle, a Gothic style two-story dwelling built along 
Austin Avenue beginning in 1890. The sandstone and limestone home with outbuildings was completed in 1913, serving 
as a landmark for this portion of land that was then southwest of the Waco city limits. Street names in the neighborhood, 
including Castle, Chateau, and Carondolet, continue the theme of the Cottonland Castle. Several of the earliest homes 
were built in Tudor Revival and Colonial Revival style, with Classical Revival and Spanish Colonial Revival also popular. 
Later construction in the 1940s and 1950s were generally Modern-style dwellings, with Ranch, Minimal Traditional and 
Monterey also present. Unlike most neighborhoods developed in Waco before Castle Heights, the majority of homes 
included garages, reflecting the neighborhood's affluence and distance from downtown. 
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More than half of the homes in the neighborhood were built by about 1948, centered on the intersections of Carondolet, 
Castle, and Chateau Streets near the center of the platted neighborhood. Construction continued in the 1940s and 1950s, 
largely along the edges of the neighborhood plat. Other significant features in the neighborhood include two traffic 
islands. The larger one is at the intersection of Carondolet and Chateau, and the smaller one is at the northeast corner of 
the neighborhood along Castle Avenue. The curvilinear nature of the streets in this neighborhood stands out among the 
rectilinear grid of the older sections of Waco, and many of the lots are irregularly shaped to follow natural contours. Many 
back fence lines are along drainage ways platted into the neighborhood, running into intermittent streams that feed Waco 
Creek to the northeast. Once sited beyond the city limits heading into the surrounding countryside, the southern boundary 
of the neighborhood was originally marked by a line of bois d'arc trees. Later these trees were removed when Austin 
Avenue was extended west of 38"' Street, allowing several smaller homes to be built just west of Castle Heights beginning 
in the 1960s. 

Common Residential Property Types and Representative Properties' 

Postwar Ranch and Minimal Traditional 

Nearly half of the houses within the district date to the postwar period 1947-74, and are representative of the Ranch Style, 
Minimal Traditional, and mid-century interpretations of earlier revival styles. Ranch style homes are one-story houses 
with low-pitch roofs and broad, rambling floor plans. Minimal Traditional style houses generally have low-pitch roofs 
and a dominant front gable. Many have large chimneys reminiscent of Tudor Revival style architecture. These houses 
feature simplified characteristics of earlier popular styles, such as Queen Anne or Tudor Revival, but with significantly 
less detailing. They are generally one-story houses with side gables and a projecting front gable room, and with a variety 
of exterior cladding including wood, stone, and artificial siding. Traditional elements are often present with modern 
materials, such as metal decorative columns in place of earlier wooden columns, and metal window frames in place of 
earlier wooden windows. Post-Modern styles include variations on earlier themes, with subtypes such as Neocolonial, 
Neo-Tudor, Neo-Mediterranean, and Neo-Victorian. Post-Modern floor plans are generally side-gabled with low-pitch 
roofs. These homes tend to be one-story and are generally wider and deeper than earlier houses, maximizing interior 
square footage. Later styles are often straightforward rectilinear designs with a minimum of ornamentation. The majority 
of postwar homes in the district more than fifty years old are considered contributing resources if they either appear intact 
or if alterations are minor and confined to secondary elevations. Most have attached garages, reflecting the rise of 
automobile ownership and use beginning in the late 1940s. 

Colonial Revival 

There are 46 Colonial Revival style houses in Castle Heights. Colonial Revival style houses are generally two-story, side-
gabled plans, with detailed central doors and symmetrical facades with paired windows, often with decorative shutters. 
Asymmetrical facades, front gable plans, gambrel roofs, one-story plans and other variations can also be found within the 
style. The earliest examples, at 3324 Austin (1917) and 3211 Austin (1922) were already built when Castle Heights was 
platted, but they set the pattern for later residential design and scale in the neighborhood. The first Colonial Revival style 
houses built in the Castle Heights subdivision are at 3411 Chateau (1928) and 3400 Chateau (1931). The style was 
popular in the neighborhood through the 1930s and 1940s, and its influence is even seen in recent houses built at 3501 

Based on McAlester and McAlester, A Field Guide lo American Houses, and Rifkind, A Field Guide to American Architecture. 
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Carondolet (1984) and 3413 Chateau (1994). Although these recent houses are noncontributing resources, their style and 
scale do not detract from the historic architectural character of the neighborhood. 

Tudor Revival 

Tudor Revival architecture is seen in 23 houses in Castle Heights, built between 1915 and 1955. The earliest example is 
found at 3429 Austin (1915), which was completed before the neighborhood was platted. The earliest Tudor House built 
in Castle Heights proper is the home at 200 Castle (1926). Tudor Revival style homes can be one or two stories, and are 
typified by steeply pitched roofs, side-gabled floor plans, and front elevations with one or more dominant cross gables. 
Windows are often tall and narrow, and often found in banks of three or more. Decorative details such as half-timbering, 
leaded glass and chimney brick corbelling recall earlier English architecture. The home at 3721 Austin, built in 1929, may 
have been built based on the design of a home in the Swiss Avenue neighborhood in Dallas (National Register of Historic 
Places 1974). 

Other Revival Stvles 

There are six examples of Mediterranean Revival or Italian Renaissance style architecture in the district, with four of them 
along the same side of Austin Avenue in a five-block stretch from 3205 Austin (1919) to 3301 Austin (1935). These are 
generally two-story houses, with a low-pitch or flat roof with ceramic tile, widely overhanging eaves, a symmetrical 
fa9ade, and often with arched first floor windows, a recessed entry area and decorative brackets below the eaves. There 
are also six examples of Spanish Colonial Revival or Spanish Eclectic architecture, built between 1939 and 1950. These 
homes are similar to Mediterranean Revival style, coming in one and two story varieties, and with similar ceramic tile 
roofs and arched windows often prominent. One distinction is that Spanish Colonial Revival homes can have more 
asymmetrical floor plans. An important subset is Monterey style, such as at 3700 Chateau and 3304 Castle, featuring a 
full-length second story balcony. 

Four Classical Revival style houses were built in Castle Heights, the earliest being at 3315 Austin (1928), and the latest at 
3624 Casde (1956). Classical Revival style homes can be one or two stories and feature symmetrical facades, side-gabled 
floor plans, wood or brick exterior cladding, and may have full-fa9ade porches or porticos. Window shutters, door 
surrounds and sidelights often contribute to the character of Classical Revival style dwellings. 

There is one Bungalow or Craftsman style house in Castle Heights, at 3717 Herwol (1949). This style is typified by a low-
pitched gable roof, normally with wide, overhanging eaves that often expose rafter tails or decorative brackets, full- or 
partial-width porches, and entry columns that frame the asymmetrical front entry. 

One eclectic home in the district is the Cottonland Castle at 3300 Austin Avenue, which can best be described as Gothic 
Revival style architecture. Gothic Revival dwellings tend to be asymmetrical, can be castellated or parapeted to resemble 
older castles, and are of wood or stone construction. The house, outbuildings, and stone walls were built of 120 carloads 
of cut stone. The two-story main house has ashlar cut sandstone with limestone lintels and trim, a three-story corner tower 
and a porte-cochere. The parapets are crenellated, and the fanciful exterior includes decorative cartouches, half-timbering, 
leaded glass windows and eleven entrances. The servants' quarters and garage at the back features a second tower. 
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originally housing a water tank, which is a prominent landmark on neighboring Franklin Street. Additional outbuildings 
and landscaping include two stone outbuildings and a stone wall.̂  

Table 1. Inventory of historic resources. Castle Heights Historic District 

ID# Address Style Date Status 
1 3200 Austin Tudor Revival 1930 C 

lA 3200 Austin garage 1975 NC 
2 3205 Austin Mediterranean Revival 1919 C 
3 3207 Austin Modem 1953 NC 
4 3211 Austin Colonial Revival 1922 C 
5 3214 Austin Tudor Revival 1949 C 

5A 3214 Austin garage 1975 NC 
7 3224 Austin Modern 1950 C 
8 3300 Austin Gothic Revival 1890/1913 C 

8A 3300 Austin outbuilding 1913 C 
SB 3300 Austin outbuilding 1913 C 
8C 3300 Austin outbuilding 2000 NC 
9 3301 Austin Mediterranean Revival 1935 C 

9A 3301 Austin outbuilding 1935 C 
10 3315 Austin Classical Revival 1928 c 

lOA 3315 Austin garage 1928 C 
11 3324 Austin Colonial Revival 1917 c 

l l A 3324 Austin garage 1975 NC 
12 3400 Austin Modern 1957 C 
13 3407 Austin Mediterranean Revival 1911/1923 C 
14 3408 Austin Modem 1947 C 
15 3415 Austin Modem 1951 C 
16 3416 Austin Modern 1952 C 

16A 3416 Austin garage 1952 C 
17 3424 Austin Modem 1956 C 
18 3425 Austin Modern 1949 C 

18A 3425 Austin garage 1949 C 
19 3426 Austin Modern 1959 C 

19A 3426 Austin garage 1959 C 
20 3429 Austin Tudor Revival 1915 C 

20A 3429 Austin garage 1940 C 
21 3500 Austin Modem 1955 C 
22 3501 Austin Modern 1960 c 

" The Cottonland Castle," Recorded Texas Historic Landmark file, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 
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ID# Address Style Date Status 
23 3509 Ausfin Modem 1949 C 

23A 3509 Austin garage 1949 C 
24 3512 Austin Post-Modern 1953 C 
25 3515 Austin Post-Modern 1965 NC 
26 3520 Austin Modern 1955 C 
27 3527 Austin Spanish Colonial Revival 1939 C 
28 3528 Austin Modern 1950 C 
29 3600 Austin Modem 1949 c 
30 3601 Austin Mediterranean Revival 1934 c 
31 3603 Austin Modern 1953 c 
32 3605 Austin Tudor Revival 1940 c 
33 3606 Austin Modern 1952 NC 

33A 3606 Austin garage 1952 NC 
34 3609 Austin Modem 1956 c 
35 3612 Ausfin Post-Modern 1968 NC 
36 3700 Ausfin Post-Modern 1970 NC 
37 3701 Austin Post-Modern 1969 NC 
38 3710 Austin Post-Modern 1976 NC 
39 3718 Ausfin Post-Modern 1962 C 

39A 3718 Austin garage 1962 C 
39B 3718 Austin outbuilding 2000 NC 
40 3721 Austin Tudor Revival 1929 c 

40A 3721 Ausfin garage 1929 C 
41 3725 Austin Modem 1958 c 
42 3730 Austin Post-Modem 1962 c 
43 3801 Austin Modem 1950 C 
44 3817 Austin Modern 1951 c 

44A 3817 Austin garage 1986 NC 
6 3218-20 Austin Modem 1948 C 

45 3416 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1939/1991 C 
46 3424 Carondolet Modem 1948 C 
47 3501 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1984 NC 
48 3503 Carondolet Tudor Revival 1937 c 
49 3505 Carondolet Tudor Revival 1930 c 
50 3511 Carondolet Modern 1959 C 
51 3524 Carondolet Modern 1947 c 
52 3525 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1935 c 
53 3526 Carondolet Modern 1948 c 
54 121 Castle Colonial Revival 1936 c 

54A 121 Castle garage 1936 c 
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ID# Address Style Date Status 
55 125 Castle Tudor Revival 1949 C 
56 200 Castle Tudor Revival 1926 C 
57 201 Castle Modem 1951 C 
58 205 Castle Colonial Revival 1948 C 
59 207 Castle Modern 1947 C 
60 208 Castle Tudor Revival 1937 C 
61 209 Castle Modern 1951 NC 
62 215 Castle Post-Modern 1974 NC 

62A 215 Castle garage 1974 NC 
63 219 Castle Mediterranean Revival 2000 NC 
64 3301 Castle Modem 1948 C 
65 3303 Castle Colonial Revival 1958 c 
66 3304 Castle Spanish Colonial Revival 1940 c 
67 3305 Castle Modern 1947 c 

67A 3305 Castle garage 1947 c 
68 3308 Castle Modern 1949 c 
69 3311 Castle Colonial Revival 1888/1935 c 

69A 3311 Castle garage 1935 c 
70 3312 Castle Colonial Revival 1951 c 

70A 3312 Castle garage 1951 c 
71 3317 Castle Colonial Revival 1955 c 

71A 3317 Castle garage 1955 c 
72 3320 Castle Modem 1950 c 
73 3333 Castle Colonial Revival 1940 c 

73A 3333 Castle garage 1940 c 
74 3417 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 c 

74A 3417 Castle garage 1939 c 
75 3423 Castle Colonial Revival 1940 c 

75A 3423 Castle garage 1940 c 
76 3425 Castle Tudor Revival 1955 NC 

76A 3425 Castle garage 1955 NC 
77 3426 Castle Classical Revival 1942 c 

77A 3426 Castle garage 1942 c 
78 3501 Castle Modern 1954 NC 

78A 3501 Castle garage 1954 NC 
79 3505 Castle Spanish Colonial Revival 1950 C 
80 3508 Castle Classical Revival 1950 C 
81 3515 Castle Modern 1951 C 
82 3621 Castle Modern 1950 C 
83 3623 Castle Tudor Revival 1934 C 
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ID# Address Style Date Status 
84 3624 Castle Classical Revival 1956 C 
85 3625 Castle Colonial Revival 1938 C 

85A 3625 Castle garage 1938 C 
86 3626 Castle Colonial Revival 1941 C 
87 3700 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 C 
88 3701 Castle Modem 1953 C 
89 3702 Castle Post-Modem 1971 NC 

89A 3702 Castle garage 1971 NC 
90 3704 Castle Colonial Revival 1940 C 

90A 3704 Castle garage 1940 C 
91 3705 Castle Modem 1949 C 
92 3706 Castle Tudor Revival 1930 NC 

92A 3706 Castle garage 1930 NC 
93 3715 Castle Post-Modern 2005 NC 
94 3724 Castle Modem 1952 NC 
95 3725 Castle Colonial Revival 1964 NC 
96 3801 Castle Colonial Revival 1938 C 
97 3804 Castle Colonial Revival 1932 c 

97A 3804 Castle garage 1932 c 
98 3805 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 c 
99 3808 Castle Colonial Revival 1931 c 
100 3816 Castle Modem 1974 NC 
101 3820 Castle Modern 1952 c 
102 3825 Castle Modem 1958 c 

102A 3825 Castle garage 1958 c 
103 3829 Castle Modern 1950 c 
104 3400 Chateau Colonial Revival 1931 c 
105 3401 Chateau Modem 1960 c 

105 A 3401 Chateau garage 1960 c 
105B 3401 Chateau outbuilding 2000 NC 
106 3404 Chateau Modern 1955 c 

106A 3404 Chateau garage 1955 C 
107 3407 Chateau Modern 1948 NC 
108 3410 Chateau Colonial Revival 1926 C 

108 A 3410 Chateau garage 1926 C 
109 3411 Chateau Colonial Revival 1928 c 

109 A 34II Chateau garage 1928 c 
110 3413 Chateau Colonial Revival 1994 NC 
11 1 3415 Chateau Tudor Revival 1926 c 

l l l A 3415 Chateau garage 1926 c 
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ID# Address Style Date Status 
112 3416 Chateau Tudor Revival 1946 C 

112A 3416 Chateau garage 1946 C 
113 3420 Chateau Tudor Revival 1928/2000 NC 

113A 3420 Chateau garage 2000 NC 
114 3434 Chateau Tudor Revival 1930 C 
115 3500 Chateau Colonial Revival 1950 C 
116 3501 Chateau Colonial Revival 1938 C 

116A 3501 Chateau garage 1938 c 
117 3508 Chateau Modern 1950 c 
118 3524 Chateau Colonial Revival 1939 c 

118A 3524 Chateau garage 1939 c 
119 3525 Chateau Colonial Revival 1939 c 

1I9A 3525 Chateau garage 1939 c 
120 3600 Chateau Colonial Revival 1940 c 
121 3601 Chateau Post-Modern 1983 NC 
122 3603 Chateau Colonial Revival 1935 c 

122A 3603 Chateau garage 1935 c 
123 3605 Chateau Colonial Revival 1935 c 
124 3609 Chateau Colonial Revival 1948 c 
125 3611 Chateau Modem 1948 c 
126 3620 Chateau Modern 1947 c 

126A 3620 Chateau garage 1947 c 
127 3630 Chateau Tudor Revival 1941 c 
128 3700 Chateau Spanish Colonial Revival 1939 c 
129 3701 Chateau Tudor Revival 1948 c 
130 3704 Chateau Colonial Revival 1940 c 

130A 3704 Chateau outbuilding 2000 NC 
131 3706 Chateau Modern 1950 c 

131A 3706 Chateau garage 1950 c 
132 3722 Chateau Tudor Revival 1930 c 
133 3723 Chateau Colonial Revival 1911/moved 

1930/renovated 1944 
c 

133A 3723 Chateau outbuilding 2000 NC 
134 3724 Chateau Mediterranean Revival 1930 C 

134A 3724 Chateau outbuilding 2000 NC 
135 3800 Chateau Tudor Revival 1947 c 

135A 3800 Chateau garage 1947 c 
136 3801 Chateau Modern 1951 c 
137 3820 Chateau Spanish Colonial Revival 1939/1995 NC 
138 3821 Chateau Spanish Colonial Revival 1946 c 
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ID# Address Style Date Status 
138A 3821 Chateau garage 1946 C 
138B 3821 Chateau outbuilding 2000 NC 
139 3824 Chateau Modem 1950 C 
140 3825 Chateau Modern 1950 C 

140A 3825 Chateau garage 1950 c 
141 3828 Chateau Modem 1954 c 
142 3831 Chateau Modern 1949 c 
143 3609 Herwol Modern 1952/1995 NC 
144 3700 Herwol Colonial Revival 1940 c 
145 3701 Herwol Colonial Revival 1937 c 

145 A 3701 Herwol garage 1937 c 
146 3717 Herwol Bungalow 1949 c 

146A 3717 Herwol garage 1949 c 
147 3718 Herwol Tudor Revival 1936 c 
148 3720 Herwol Colonial Revival 1934 c 
149 3721 Herwol Tudor Revival 1938 c 
150 3723 Herwol Colonial Revival 1947 c 

150 A 3723 Herwol garage 1947 c 
151 3725 Herwol Modern 1947 c 

151A 3725 Herwol garage 1947 c 
152 3727 Herwol Colonial Revival 1938 c 
153 3800 Herwol Modem 1948 c 

153 A 3800 Herwol outbuilding 2000 NC 
154 3801 Herwol Modern 1948 c 
155 3805 Herwol Colonial Revival 1949 c 
156 3818 Herwol Colonial Revival 1936 c 

156A 3818 Herwol garage 1936 c 
157 3820 Herwol Post-Modern 1972 NC 

157 A 3820 Herwol garage 1972 NC 
158 3824 Herwol Modern 1951 C 
159 3825 Herwol Colonial Revival 1936 C 

159A 3825 Herwol garage 1936 C 
160 3829 Herwol Modem 1950 C 

160A 3829 Herwol garage 1950 C 
161 201 N. 38th St Colonial Revival 1933 C 

161A 201 N. 38th St outbuilding 1975 NC 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

X A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 
PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL 

DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR 

HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: ARCHITECTURE, COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1890-1962 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1923, 1939 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECTS: Braswell III, Robert; Braswell and Davis; Campbell and Keller (Houston); William P. Davis; DeWitt 
and Swank (Dallas); Easterwood, Ken; Birch D. Easterwood and Son; Lane, Roy; Lovell, Duke; Mashek, John; T. 
Brooks Pearson/Pierson; Smaliwood, Jack; Thomas, Wallace B.; Wiedemann, N.E.; BUILDERS: Barrett, Charles; 
Campbell, Campbell, Bruce; Campbell, C.R. (contractor); Karels, O.G.; Freund, Sam; Krumnow, A.G.; Kubitzca, 
John; Levy, Elehugh; Lindlof, John; Matustik, A.J.; Meier, Ben A. (contractor); Mimms, Elmo; Moore, Gene; Olson, 
G.J.; Poehls, O.F.; Ramsey, Cal; Tennant, John; Ware, Ed; Wiethorn, Herb; Worth, P.M.; Don Young & Associates 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-15 through 8-25). 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheet 9-26). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other - Specify Repository: 
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The Castle Heights Historic District reflects the establishment and development of a prominent early- and mid-twentieth 
century residential subdivision in Waco, McLennan County, Texas. As an affluent neighborhood sited at the city limits of a 
major agricultural and industrial city, the neighborhood contains several good local examples of recognized architectural 
styles, including Tudor Revival, Colonial Revival, and Modern styles including Ranch and Minimal Traditional. The 
majority of the houses were built between 1926 and 1948, and with relatively few alterations and intrusions the district 
represents an intact and concentrated collection of historic buildings. The cohesiveness and independence of the 
neighborhood, once beyond the Waco city limits, was underscored by its existence as a separate incorporated city between 
1939 and 1945. With 181 out of 228 properties classified as contributing, the district retains a very high degree of 
integrity, and is nominated for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A in the area of 
Community Planning and Development and under Criterion C in the area of Architecture at the local level of significance. 

Development of Waco 

A Native American tribe which identified itself as the Wacos occupied the area when the first Anglo-American settlers 
came. The Wacos and the nearby Tehuacanas were both members of what ethnologists have termed the Caddoan 
Confederacy. They remained at peace with one another and banded together in mutual defense against the more fearsome 
Comanches, Kiowas and Apaches who lived farther west. The first Anglo-American settlements in the vicinity came in 
the year 1844, when Connecticut-born George Barnard came up the Brazos River and established an Indian trading post in 
the bottoms of Tehuacana Creek, about eight miles south of Waco Spring. A band of Cherokee Indians returned to the 
area but settled peacefully near the trading post. They participated in the trading at Barnard's store. In 1839, Barnard's 
friend, Neill McLennan, set up a homestead nearby. McLennan County is named for the pioneer who began attracting 
other families to the area that would become Waco. By 1849, the settlement had become a village. Waco became the seat 
of McLennan County when it was created in 1850. On August 29, 1856, by an Act of the Texas Legislature, the town was 
fully and officially incorporated as a city. By 1852, Baptist and Methodist churches were established, and the first 
newspaper was in production by 1854. By 1859, Waco's population numbered 749.̂  

By 1859, Waco had become a community dependent on the rich plantations of the Brazos River Valley, and the majority 
of citizens voted along with the state to secede from the Union. By that time, there were nearly 2,000 slaves in McLennan 
County. An estimated 2,200 soldiers from McLennan County joined the war effort, and six Wacoans eventually rose to 
the rank of General of the Confederate Army. In the 1860s and 1870s Waco was on a cattle trail for herds driven north to 
markets in Kansas. Construction of a suspension bridge, begun in 1866 and completed by 1870, made Waco a major 
commercial and transportation center with one of the few navigable points across the Brazos River for many miles 
upstream or downstream. The Waco and Northwestern Railroad was built into the city in 1871, followed by the St. Louis 
and Southwestem and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas in the 1880s. By the mid-1880s Waco was a rapidly growing 
agricultural and industrial city in Texas, dependent primarily on the cotton industry.'' Waco also became an educational 
center, with Waco University (begun in 1860) merging with Baylor University in 1886, which moved that year from 
Independence and has been headquartered in Waco ever since. Other late 19* century schools in Waco included Paul 
Quinn College (for African Americans), Sacred Heart Academy, Waco Academy, Leland Seminary, Waco Female 
College, and Add-Ran College, which later became Texas Christian University and moved to Fort Worth. In 1900 Waco 
ranked sixth in populafion among Texas cities with 20,686 people. 

^ "Waco, Texas." Article by Roger N. Conger in Tfie New Handboolc of Texas. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1996. 
' Ibid, 
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The Cotton Palace, begun in 1909, became a major entertainment and social event in Texas each fall, with an estimated 
500,000 visitors in 1913. By 1911 Waco claimed the title of the city with the tallest building in the state of Texas, the 
twenty-two story tall Amicable Life Insurance (ALICO) Building, which still stands at the corner of Fifth Street and 
Austin Avenue. During World War I , the infantry training base Camp MacArthur covered more than 10,000 acres in what 
is now the northwestern part of the city, providing housing for 35,000 troops. Waco was still one of the state's largest 
cities in 1930 with a population of 53,848, but growth slowed dramatically with changes in agricultural and factory jobs 
during the Great Depression and World War II. In 1940 the population had risen slightly to 55,982. The Waco Army 
Flying School and Connally Air Force Base re-established the nation's military presence in Waco in the 1940s. 

On May 1 1, 1953, disaster struck Waco at 4:40 p.m. A deadly tornado demolished a large portion of downtown, taking 
with it 114 lives with another 145 serious injuries. Many historic buildings were destroyed, including the original town 
square and numerous homes. More than 196 buildings were demolished by the storm, and another 396 were damaged 
beyond repair and torn down. Virtually two square miles of property fell in the path of the deadly storm, and open areas in 
downtown Waco today attest to the severity and scope of the tornado more than fifty years later. Today Waco's 
population exceeds 100,000, and the city is known as an educational center with Baylor University, and as a cultural 
center, with museums honoring the legacy of Dr Pepper, Texas Rangers, Texas Sports, and many other diverse topics. 

Development of Castle Heights 

Castle Heights has its origins in a Gothic style house known locally as The Castle. Stonemason John Tennant (1836-
1907), responsible for Waco landmarks such as the Padgitt Building and the Provident Building, as well as stone bridges 
in the area for the Texas Central Railroad, began the house in 1890 on a rise southwest of the historic commercial district.' 
Tennant acquired a 350 foot-square piece of the J. W. Mann farm for his house, in exchange for a stone obelisk marking 
the Mann family plot in Waco's Oakwood Cemetery. Tennant also hauled leftover stone from downtown's Provident 
Building to his home site, building the home slowly over many years. Even by 1914, the local newspaper referred to the 
massive building as "The Castle." The house was eventually completed for businessman Alfred Abeel (1845-1922) with 
plans drawn by Waco architect Roy Lane (1884-1956). The house is built of sandstone with limestone detailing. Interior 
materials include marble and mahogany. The prominent landmark became the focal point and inspiration for the Castle 
Heights neighborhood in the 1920s.̂  

W.L. Wollett purchased land that became the Castle Heights neighborhood on February 9, 1922, from J.B. Loftin and 
others for $15,000.00 cash and further consideration of assumption of a $6,000.00 note. The portion conveyed was 
"50.976 acres of land, being Tracts 1,2, and 3 of the subdivision of the O. Loftin Estate, and being a part of the Avenue 
Heights Addition to the City of Waco, and being a part of the T.J. Chambers Grant in McLennan County, Texas." The 
next event in the history of Castle Heights was the filing of a plat on September 15, 1923, and the creation and dedication 
of the property as the Castle Heights Addition to the City of Waco.' 

No lots were sold under the plat of September 15, 1923. Later a second plat was filed and on July 27, 1928, a third and 
final plat was filed which changed the size of some lots, eliminated certain alleys and substituted utility easements 
therefore, and other minor changes. Monetary restrictions were put on the lots to run for 25 years. Although dedicated as 

' Waco Tribune-Herald, February 9, 1907. 
^ "The Cottonland Castle," Recorded Texas Historic Landmark file, Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 
' Deed records, McLennan County, Texas, Volume 332, page 612. 
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an addition to the City of Waco, it appears that not all was included in the city. Utilities, including the sewer, were 
connected to the city with the exception of water. Water was supplied from artesian wells belonging to the Texas Water 
Company located in north Waco. Several street names in Castle Heights reflect the neighborhood's emulation of older 
European style architecture; Castle, Chateau and Carondolet. Herwol Avenue is believed to be named for the 
neighborhood developers, W.T. Herrick and W.L. Wollett. A tennis court was built in the 1920s and used by residents for 
thirty years. 

At least three houses in the district were already built when Castle Heights was platted, and were moved to new lots. The 
Mediterranean Revival style home at 3407 Austin was moved there in 1923, having been built elsewhere in 1911. The 
house at 3311 Castle was built in 1888 at 13"' and Austin, and moved to Castle Heights in the mid-1930s. At that time, 
some exterior materials such as wood siding and columns were replaced with brick siding and metal columns. The 1930s 
changes are compatible with similar changes in the district and the materials are identical to contemporary construction, 
and so this property is considered a contributing resource in this nomination. The home at 3723 Chateau was built in 
1911, moved to the property in 1930 and renovated in 1944 after a fire. All three moved homes, having achieved their 
architectural and historic significance at their current locations in Castle Heights, are contributing resources in this 
nomination. 

In the 1930s Waco sought to annex Castle Heights and other neighborhoods. Some residents of Castle Heights were upset 
by the city's annexation proceedings. The City of Waco filed suit against J. Bruce Duncan to collect property taxes, which 
Duncan refused to pay since he contended the annexation was approved by the voters of Waco but not by the Castle 
Heights neighborhood. The trial court, appeals court and Texas Supreme Court all sided with the city, and then in 1935 
Duncan appealed his case to the United States Supreme Court. Resolution of the case would determine Texas and national 
annexation law, and whether a city could annex an area without the majority approval of the residents. The Texas 
Supreme Court refused to issue a writ of error to the Supreme Court, and Duncan sought a writ of certiorari from the high 
court, to establish that the Supreme Court would hear the case.' Records indicate that the United States Supreme Court did 
not hear the case. 

In 1939 Waco was seeking to increase the city limits again through annexation, and planned a September 23 election to 
amend the city charter to determine city limits by ordinance rather than election. Three neighborhoods. Castle Heights, 
Bellmead, and Memorial Drive, scheduled their own incorporation elections before the Waco vote.'° Castle Heights voted 
10-1 in favor of self-preservation through incorporation on September 1, 1939, as did Bellmead the following week. The 
Memorial Drive neighborhood voted to join the City of Waco. 

Following the incorporation election, an election was held to incorporate an area (and to elect a mayor and two 
commissioners) to be known as the Village of Castle Heights. The boundaries of the village were: South, the north line of 
Austin Avenue; North, a line running roughly parallel to Austin Avenue but lying two blocks north of Jefferson Avenue; 
West, the bois d'arc hedge between 38th and 39th streets; and East, the west line of Central Place (35th Street) extended 
to the north boundary line. (This is stated to be "the present city limits of the City of Waco, Texas".) 

Today the house at 3404 Chateau, built in 1955, stands where the tennis court once Was. 
"Waco Annexation Case Headed for High Court of U. S.," Dallas Morning News, June 15, 1935, Section I, page 2. 
" "Charter Election Called on City Limits Issue," Dallas Morning News, August 20, 1939, Section II, page 5. 
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Castle Heights elected A. Baker Duncan, former mayor of Waco, to be the first mayor of Castle Heights, with Dr. A. O. 
Manske and Oliver Winchell as commissioners." The citywide annexation election was moved to September 26, 1939. 
Castle Heights continued as an independent city for six years. On December 29, 1945, an election was held in the Village 
of Castle Heights to determine whether to dissolve the corporation. Results of the election were certified and the village as 
a municipal corporation was dissolved. Castle Heights was, again, an addition to the City of Waco. A March 1945 article 
in the Dallas Morning News reported that the city of University Park was considering dissolving and being annexed by 
Dallas to enjoy full benefits of citizenship, and cited the fact that the City of Waco had recently notified Castle Heights 
that "sewer service for that municipality will be discontinued at the end of 120 days."'̂  Castle Heights retained its identity 
as a unique Waco neighborhood over the succeeding years, hosting various social functions such as a Castle Heights 
Invitational Tennis Tournament.'̂  The district developed steadily through the 1950s, when available lots decreased. 
Newer houses tend to be clustered on the south and west of Castle Heights, along Austin Avenue and 39"" Street. 

Architects and Builders of Castle Heights 

The district is significant in the area of Architecture because it contains good examples of most of the major architectural 
styles popular in the United States during the period of significance, including various revival styles (Spanish Eclectic, 
Colonial Revival, Monterrey, Tudor Revival, Neoclassical) and excellent examples of modern home design from both the 
pre- and post-World War II eras (Ranch Style and postwar revivals). The district is all the more remarkable because these 
houses were built on adjacent undeveloped lots over a period of several decades. 

In 1950 Robert S. Braswell III paired with William P. Davis to design the house at 3508 Castle. Braswell designed a 
modern concrete and glass barn for his father-in-law, W. W. Callan, for his ranch south of Waco in 1955.''' William P. 
Davis helped design at least three houses in Castle Heights beginning in the late 1940s. He was an officer of the 
Texas chapter of the American Institute of Interior Designers, and was still professionally active until at least 
the late 1960s.'̂  

Birch D. Easterwood (1887-1969) was credited with designing more than 200 churches in Texas. He is known to have 
designed at least three houses in Castle Heights, and his other Waco works include the 1922 Liberty National Bank, the 
1924 Central Christian Church, city schools, and buildings at Baylor University including a library, a gymnasium and a 
studio theater building.'^ Birch's son Kenneth Easterwood was also an architect, designing the house at 3820 Castle in 
Castle Heights. 

Roy E. Lane (1884-1956) was a well-known architect in Waco and Dallas, designing the ALICO Building in 1911 and the 
Waco Public Library. His most prominent contribution to the Castle Heights neighborhood is his completion of John 

" "Incorporation Election Set for Wednesday," Dallas Morning News, Septembers, 1939, Section 1, page 14. 
"Park-City Commission Goes All-Out for Unity," Dallas Morning News, March 29, 1945, Section I, page 10. 
"Dallas Net Stars Win Waco Meet," Dallas Morning News, July 6, 1954, Section I, page 19. 
"New Style Bam Built Near Waco," Dallas Morning News, September 19, 1955, part 3, p. 14. 
"America's Interior Designers Hold Conference in Georgia," Dallas Morning News, September 7, 1969, p. E2. 
"Plans for Library at Baylor Completed," Dallas Morning News, June 27, 1922, p. 5; "Will Be Called McLean Building in Honor of 

Benefactor's Mother," Dallas Morning News, August 19, 1937, p. 12; "Where Baylor Drama Pupils Will Experiment," Dallas 
Morning News, May 13, 1941, p. 7; "Architect's Services Set," Dallas Morning News, March 12, 1969, p. D7. 
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Tennant's 1890 house for Alfred Abeel in 1913. This eclectic Gothic-style residence became a prominent landmark in 
Waco and the inspiration for much of the domestic architecture in the neighborhood in succeeding decades. 

T. Brooks Pearson is credited with at least three Castle Heights houses. His other Waco works include the 1913 Masonic 
building at Eighth and Washington, 1931 city fire station, 1934 Texas Cities Gas Company building at Ninth and 
Washington and the 1936 Waco High School stadium.'̂  Pearson also designed 1937 alterations to the 1885 Lampasas 
County Courthouse in Lampasas, Texas. Either Birch Easterwood or T. Brooks Pearson designed the house at 3804 Castle 
in 1932. 

Architects 
Robert Braswell III 3505 Castle (1950) 
Braswell and Davis 3508 Castle (1950), 3817 Austin (1951), 3828 Chateau (1954) 
Campbell and Keller (Houston) 208 Castle (1937) 
William P. Davis 3524 Carondolet (1947), 3801 Austin (1950), 3508 Castle (1950), 3500 Chateau 

(1950) 
DeWitt and Swank, Dallas 3706 Chateau (1950) 
Ken Easterwood 3820 Castle (1952) 
Birch D. Easterwood and Son 3721 Austin (1929), 201 N. 38'" (1933), 3603 Chateau (1935), 3700 Castle (1939), 

3620 Chateau (1947) 
Roy Lane 3300 Austin (1913 renovation) 
Duke Lovell 3205 Austin (1919) 
John Mashek 3820 Herwol (1972) 
T. Brooks Pearson/Pierson 3722 Chateau (1930), 3818 Herwol (1936), 3801 Castle (1938), 3805 Castle (1939) 
Jack Smaliwood 3611 Chateau (1948) 
Wallace B. Thomas 3400 Austin (1957) 
N. E. Wiedemann 3609 Herwol (1952), 3701 Castle (1953) 

Builders 
Charles Barrett 3413 Chateau (1994) 
Bruce Campbell 3609 Herwol (1952) 
C. R. Campbell (contractor) 3801 Austin (1950) 
0. G. Karels 3524 Chateau (1939) 
Sam Freund 3723 Chateau (1911) 
A. G. Krumnow 3710 Austin (1976) 
John Kubitzca 3423 Castle (1940) 
Elehugh Levy 3701 Castle (1953) 
John Lindlof 3721 Herwol (1938) 
A.J. Matustik 3630 Chateau (1941) 

" "Masons to Build at Waco," Dallas Morning News, February 7, 1913, p. 15; "Fire Station to be Erected at Waco," Dallas Morning 
News, November 9, 1931, section 2, p. 6; "New $50,000 Building is Planned at Waco," Dallas Morning News, March 7, 1934, p. 5; 
"Stadium Contract approved," Dallas Morning News, January 16, 1936, p. 3. 
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Ben A. Meier (contractor) 208 Castle (1937), 3700 Chateau (1939), 207 Castle (1947), 3524 Carondolet (1947), 
205 Castle (1948), 3800 Herwol (1948) 

Elmo Mimms 3700 Austin (1970) 
Gene Moore 3725 Austin (1958) 
G. J. Olson 3722 Chateau (1930), 3603 Chateau (1935) 
0. P. Poehls 3404 Chateau (1955) 
Cal Ramsey 3704 Chateau (1940), 3723 Chateau (1944 remodel) 
John Tennant 3300 Austin (1890) 
Ed Ware 3816 Castle (1974) 
Herb Wiethorn 3515 Austin (1965) 
P.M. Worth 3400 Austin (1957) 
Don Young & Associates 3501 Carondolet (1984) 

Interior woodwork 
CM. Trautschold and Company'* 

Period of Significance (1890-1962) 

3300 Austin (1913 remodel), 3722 Chateau (1930) 

Castle Heights Historic District contains 161 primary resources (houses) and 67 secondaiy buildings (garages, guest 
quarters and outbuildings). The period of significance begins in 1890 with the construction of the Gothic home at 3300 
Austin that gave theneighborhood its name. The initial platting took place in 1923, and the first houses were built in the 
Castle Heights subdivisionin 1926. The district developed remarkably steadily through 1962, when two houses were 
built. In subsequent years, however, the growth slowed as available lots decreased; only 15 new houses (less than 103% 
of the total) have been constructed since 1962. Because the majority of properties in the district are over fifty years old, 
and the district exhibits a continuity of development and reflects contemporary architectural trends through the early 
1960s, the district does not have to meet Criteria Consideration G {Properties that have achieved significance within the 
past fifty years)'' 

Total houses in district 161 100.0% 
Houses built in pre-1920s 7 4% 
Houses built in the 1920s 8 5% 
Houses built in the 1930s 38 24% 
Houses built in the 1940s 42 267% 
Houses built in the 1950s 47 29% 
Houses built in the 1960s 7 4% 
Houses built in the 1970s 6 3.70% 
Buih before 1963 146 97.1% 
Built after 1962 S 2.9% 

Trautschold Millwork Company, established in 1893, is still in business in Waco. Company Web site at 
hnp.V/www.trautscholdmillwork.com/. 
" NPS, How to Appiv the National Register Criteria for Evaluation (Bulletin 15). p.43. 
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The district retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association to a good degree. 
Approximately four-fifths of the dwellings and secondary buildings in this residential neighborhood retain sufficient 
integrity to be considered contributing resources in this nomination. As one of the more intact historic neighborhoods in 
Waco, Castle Heights successfully conveys a sense of its time and place. The neighborhood preserves several good local 
examples of prominent architectural styles of the early and mid-twentieth century. The district is an excellent example of 
the modem response to urban planning and development. The Castle Heights Historic District is nominated to the 
National Register under Criteria A and C because of its association with statewide development patterns of suburban 
growth during the early and mid-twentieth century and for the architectural significance of the buildings within its 
boundaries. 

Representative Properties 

3300 Austin (1890, 1913) 
Contributing 
Photo 1 

Stone contractor John Tennant began this house in 1890, when Waco's cotton-
based economy flourished. In 1906 Tennant sold the structure to Ripley 
Hanrick, a cotton broker, but it remained unfinished. With plans drawn by 
architect Roy Lane (1884-1956), "Cottonland Castle" was eventually 
completed in 1913 as a residence for businessman Alfred Abeel (1845-1922). 
The house inspired the naming of the the Castle Heights neighborhood. 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, 1977. 

Cottonland Castle consists of about 6,600 square feet of living space and is 
made mostly of white sandstone. The main door opens into an entrance hall, 9 
feet by 15 feet in size. To the left, there is a main stairway that goes from the 
main level to the second floor which contains the bedrooms. The castle has a 
total of eight fireplaces. The raised basement contains the kitchen, large 
pantry, boiler room, den, breakfast room, and wine cellar. The main tower 
features a wine cellar in the basement, part of the stairway landing on the next 
level, and a boudoir off the master bedroom on the upper level. A second 
tower over the garage and servants quarters originally held a water tank. 

200 Castle (1926) 
Contributing 

This is one of many Tudor Revival homes within the district. The stuccoed 
house features a large gable on it primary elevation with a smaller half-
timbered central projecting gable. The 2'/2-story house is stuccoed, and 
features 6/6 wood windows, corbelled brick chimneys, and is set back from 
the street on a large landscaped lot. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB Approval No 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section _8_ Page 21 
Castle Heights Historic District 

Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

3724 Chateau (1930) 
Contributing 

Two story Spanish Eclectic house has solid masonry wall. The symmetrical 
fa9ade features a central pavilion with the single-door entryway on the ground 
floor, and a triple-arched projecting balconet featuring A red clay tile roof 
and an unusual chimney cap reinforce the Spanish Eclectic style. 

3623 Castle (1934) 
Contributing 

Imposing asymmetrical two-story Tudor Revival house with cross-gabled 
asphalt shingled roof The exterior is clad in buff brick. Other features 
include triplet 6-over-6 sash windows, and central entrance. 

3301 Austin (1935) 
Contributing 

Two story asymmetrical Italian Renaissance Villa constructed of stuccoed 
brick, giving the house a decidedly Mediterranean feel. The entry door is set 
in an arched portal with a heavy hood molding on the primary facade. Three 
sets of narrow French doors with round-arched fanlights flank the entrance. A 
tiled hipped roof, and de-emphasized height of the second floor complete the 
Italian detailing of the house. 

3718 Herwol (1936) 
Contributing 

Asymmetrical two-story Tudor Revival house with cross-gabled asphalt roof. 
The exterior is clad in a combination of brown brick and half timbering and 
stucco. Other features include leaded glass windows, which add detail to the 
otherwise simple fa9ade. 
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3701 Herwol (1937) 
Contributing 

One-story frame Colonial Revival with a side-gabled asphalt shingled roof 
The entry portico features a projecting gable supported by four pairs of 
Tuscan columns. The symmetrical fa9ade features an unusual amount of wall 
space devoted to windows, with four 6-over-6 sashes flanked by shutters. The 

^ roof is pierced by 2 small gables with arched windows. 

3304 Castle (1940) 
Contributing 

Two story asymmetrical Monterrey Style house with buff brick exterior and a 
side-gabled asphalt shingle roof and large 12-over-12 sash windows. The 
fa9ade has a cantilevered second story balcony with a wooden balustrade and 
porch supports. 

3620 Chateau (1947) 
Contributing 

Ranch Style house typical of the immediate postwar era, with stepped 
asymmetrical fa9ade, stone cladding, and low-pitched gabled roof. 
Distinctive features include large sash windows with narrow sidelights 
and stone planters. 

3725 Herwol (1947) 
Contributing 

Irregular-coursed stone-veneered asymmetrical Minimal Traditional house 
with hipped roof This house is characterized by paired six-over-six windows, 
and two projecting bays with hipped roofs flanking the front door, the larger 
of which features a single room. 
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3829 Herwol (1950) 
Contributing 

Wood-framed Minimal Traditional house with low gabled roof with 
projecting gable. This L-plan house on a pier-and -beam foundation is 
characterized by asbestos siding, a shallow porch with wrought iron supports, 
and 6/6 and 8/8 sash windows. 

' ^̂ Ŝ 

3400 Austin (1957) 
Contributing 

Sprawling brick Ranch Style house with a long proflle that makes use of the 
wide triple lot. This asymmetrical house features a slab foundation, sash 
windows set in horizontal openings, and an integral 2-car garage. 

3730 Austin (1962) 
Contributing 

Contemporary brick house with a complex hipped roof, characterized by 
minimal setbacks and lack of a porch. The primary fa9ade features a mixture 
of sash windows with horizontal lights and a large 16-light casement 
windows. 

3515 Austin (1965) 
Noncontributing 

This contemporary brick house is set perpendicular to street on a narrow lot. 
The brick home features low-arched windows with operable shutters, a tall 
gabled roof with returns and a side porch over the primary entrance. 
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3501 Carondolet (1984) 
Noncontributing 

Like most noncontributing buildings in the district, this house borrows from 
other styles found within the neighborhood - in this case largely Tudor 
Revival - and thus does not overly detract from its overall architectural 
cohesiveness. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: approximately 96 acres 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1. 14 674066 3489949 5. 14 674956 3490175 
2. 14 674587 3490467 6. 14 674514 3489753 
3. 14 674694 3490495 7. 14 674245 3489730 
4. 14 675042 3490305 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Roughly bounded by Waco Drive (U.S. 84), Oriental Road, Franklin 
Avenue and 39"̂  Street, in the city of Waco, McLennan County, Texas. See continuation sheet 10-27 and 
MAP-28. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: See continuation sheet 10-27. 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME/TITLE: Bob Brinkman 

ORGANIZATION: Texas Historical Commission DATE: February 20, 2007 

STREET & NUMBER: P.O. Box 12276 TELEPHONE: (512) 463-8769 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin STATE: Texas Z IP CODE: 78711-2276 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS (see continuation sheets FIGURE-29 through FIGURE-34) 

MAPS (see continuation sheet MAP-28 and topographic map) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuation sheet PHOTO-35 through PHOTO-37) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

PROPERTY OWNER 

NAME: (Multiple owners. List on file at Texas Historical Commission) 

STREET «& NUMBER: TELEPHONE: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: STATE: Z I P C O D E : 
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Castle Heights Historic District 
Section 10 Page 26 Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Bounded on the north by properties on the north side of Herwol (3700 and 3800 blocks) and Castle Avenues (3300 to 
3600 blocks), on the east by properties on the east side of Castle Avenue (100 and 200 blocks), on the south by properties 
on the south side of Austin Avenue between 32"'' and 38"' Streets (3200 to 3700 blocks, plus 3801 and 3817 Austin on the 
north), and on the west by properties on the south side of Chateau Avenue (3800 block) and east of 39"̂  Street (3828 
Chateau, 3831 Chateau, 3820 Castle, 3829 Castle, 3824 Herwol, 3829 Herwol). Includes properties in the Castle Heights, 
Avenue Heights and Castle Crest Additions, Franklin Center, Cottonland Center, and J. W. Mann survey of the City of 
Waco, McLennan County, Texas. 

Boundary Justification 

The historic district boundary includes the 1923 original plat of Castle Heights, the extensions of Castle and Chateau 
Avenues west of 38* Street platted as Avenue Heights and Castle Crest neighborhoods, and those properties on Austin 
Avenue platted as Franklin Center, J. W. Mann survey, and Cottonland Castle. These Austin Avenue properties, which 
immediately face the original Castle Heights neighborhood, either predate the subdivision of Castle Heights or were 
developed contemporaneously, and are of similar scale, materials, and architectural styles. Today these boundaries 
coincide with those of the Castle Heights Neighborhood Association. 
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Section FIGURE Page 28 

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

Castle Heights Historic District 
Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 1. Plat of Castle Heights Addition to City of Waco, volume 273, page 174, McLennan County Deed 
Records, dated September 15, 1923. One of the first neighborhoods in Waco with curvilinear streets, irregular 
lots, traffic islands and drainage along property lines. 
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Section FIGURE Page 29 
Castle Heights Historic District 

Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 2. Revised plat of Castle Heights Addition to City of Waco, volume 275, page 236, McLennan County 
Deed Records, dated July 27, 1928. The main revision is the inclusion of Herwol Avenue, resulting in 
additional lots. 
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Section FIGURE Page_30_ 
Castle Heights Historic District 

Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 3. 3722 Chateau and 3724 Chateau (both built 1930), northwest elevafion, viewed from 201 N. 38' 
Street under construction in foreground, September 1933. From THC survey files. 
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Section FIGURE Page 31 
Castle Heights Historic District 

Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 4. 201 N. 38"̂  Street, house under construction, October 1933. From THC survey files. 
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Castle Heights Historic District 
Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 5. 3818 Herwol, northwest and southeast elevations, photos taken soon after construction in 1936. 
Photos from THC survey files. 
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Castle Heights Historic District 

Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Figure 6. 208 Castle, north elevation, upper photograph taken soon after construction in 1937 and lower 
photograph taken in 2005. Photos from THC survey files. 
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Photograph Inventory 

Castle Heights Historic District 
Roughly bounded by Waco Drive (U.S. 84), Oriental Road, Franklin Avenue and 39"̂  Street 
Waco, McLennan County, Texas 
Photographs by Stephanie Brinkman, January 2007 
Negatives on file at Texas Historical Commission 
Photo 1 
3300 Austin, north oblique 
Camera facing south 

Photo 2 
3301 Ausfin (1), 3211 Austin (r), southeast elevafion 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 3 
3301 Austin, southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 4 
3400 Austin, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 5 
3828 Chateau, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 6 
3820 Chateau (1), 3824 Chateau (r), northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 7 
3706 Chateau (1), 3722 Chateau (c), 3724 Chateau (r), northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 8 
3724 Chateau, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Appmval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Castle Heights Historic District 
Section PHOTO Page 35 Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

Photo 9 
3722 Chateau, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 10 
3620 Chateau, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 11 
3503 Carondolet (1), island (c), 3424 Carondolet (r), south oblique 
Camera facing north 

Photo 12 
3415 Chateau (1), 3413 Chateau (r), southwest elevafion 
Camera facing northeast 

Photo 13 
200 Castle, south oblique 
Camera facing north 

Photo 14 
200 Castle, northeast elevation 
Camera facing southwest 

Photo 15 
209 Castle (1), 207 Castle (r), southwest elevafion 
Camera facing northeast 

Photo 16 
Island (foreground), 208 Casfie (left background), 3304 Castle (right background), north oblique 
Camera facing south 

Photo 17 
3304 Castle (1), 3308 Castle (c), 3312 Castle (r), northwest elevafion 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 18 
3505 Casfie (1), 3501 Castle (c), 3425 Castle (r), southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 
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Photo 19 
3623 Castle, southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 20 
3701 Herwol, southeast elevafion 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 21 
3718 Herwol, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 22 
3725 Herwol, southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 23 
3820 Casfie, west oblique 
Camera facing east 

Photo 24 
3804 Castle, northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 25 
3705 Casfie (1), 3701 Casfie (r), southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 
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Castle Heights Historic District 
McLennan County, Waco, Texas 

Return/Request for Additional Documentation 

This nomination documents a residential district said to have local significance under 
Criteria A (Community Planning and Development and) and C (Architecture), extending 
from 1890 (the date of construction of Cottonland Castle for which the neighborhood was 
named in the 1920s) to 1962 (presumably the date when the neighborhood was more or 
less complete). The nomination is being retumed for additional context and fiarther 
assessment of the design significance of the district's post-war housing, which makes up 
almost half of the contributing resources. Because this district also appears to reflect 
significant aspects of subdivision design, which are not discussed in the nominafion, 
additional suggestions are offered below for strengthening the nomination and placing the 
property in the broader context of suburbanization trends in Texas. 

The following comments argue strongly for a more comprehensive approach that follows 
the methodology and considers historic events, activifies, and trends from the multi-
disciplinary perspective, which is outlined in the National Register bulletin, Historic 
Residential Suburbs (see pp. 7-13 and 108-11). This methodology examines three layers 
of a subdivision's evolution: 1) Geographical location (topography, climate, demographic 
and political factors, and related cultural influences); 2) Subdivision design (plat, layout 
of streets and parks, arrangement of lots, organization of community/public space; public 
utilities, curbs and sidewalks, street-plantings, pavement, presence of community 
facilities, covenants and deed restrictions); and 3) House and yard design (size and shape 
of lots, setback, plantings of shrubs and trees, garden design, house construction, garages 
and driveways, organization of private space). Reconsidering the significance and 
documentation for the Castle Heights neighborhood fi-om a context integrating 
community plarming, social history, landscape design, and transportation would not only 
expand the understanding of Waco's growth and suburbanization in the mid-20"' century, 
but also help augment the statewide context for suburbanization in Texas. 

Section 5. Classification 

You might wish to reference the "Historic Residenfial Suburbs in the United States MPS" 
in the space labeled as Multiple Property Listing. Also, please check and, i f necessary, 
correct the count of contributing and noncontributing resources (see Description below). 

Section 7. Description 

Page 7.5: Reconcile the summary of contributing and noncontribufing resources in the 
first paragraph with the count in Section 5. Revise the statement that "only a few homes" 
were built within the past fifty years; the inventory lists more than few. 

Please provide a statement explaining how alterations and additions were considered in 
determining historic integrity and classifying contribufing and noncontribufing resources. 
Add a brief notation to the inventory entries for the following addresses to indicate the 



reason they are classified as noncontributing buildings. You may wish to refer to the 
guidelines in National Register bulletin, Historic Residential Suburbs (see attachment). 

P. 7.6. Please provide a paragraph with the following: 1) names and dates of the various 
subdivisions that make up the district; 2) the name of the real estate developers and 
information about their career, general reputation, and contributions locally or regionally 
to community development. (Section 10 provides a list of such subdivisions.) Also, 
define the general type of suburban community Castle Heights represents, for example. 
Country Club suburb and American Garden City planning (HRS p. 41-48), and describe 
aspects such as utilities, curvilinear roads, zoning, deed restrictions, and tree plantings 
that made it a desirable neighborhood. Describe the elements of subdivision design that 
distinguish one subdivision from another or distinguish the entire neighborhood from 
other residential areas of Waco, including street pattem, entrances, setbacks, curbs, 
sidewalks, tree planting, lot size and arrangement, minimum price on the cost of housing, 
triangular parks, and irregular sized lots. 

The nomination is confused by the many statements such as the "majority of the houses 
built between 1926 and 1948," and on page 7.6 that "nearly half of the houses were built 
in the postwar period 1947 to 1974." Please identify the period of significance and use its 
ending date rather than "1974," which extends well into the less-than-fifty-year period as 
a benchmark for describing architectural types or trends. (See section 8 for a discussion 
of period of significance). Please explain how the housing stock falls into clearly 
discemable types/set of characteristics based on the constmction date, and explain what 
differentiates historic from non-historic types or styles. A justification will be need to 
extend the period of significance beyond 1957. It should be clear why 3515 Austin 
(1965) is noncontributing (page 8.23) whereas 3730 Austin (1962) is contributing. 

In the section for Postwar Ranch and Minimal Traditional property types, please describe 
the characteristics, and identify (with dates) any representative examples of specific 
house types. Particularly define the so-called "Post-Modem" styles: how can terms such 
as Neo-Tudor, Neo-colonial and Neo-Mediterranean, be applied to 1950s housing? What 
is the source of the term "post-modem" as applied to residential housing? This term 
seems to be applied too broadly to the extent that it is meaningless. What distinguishes 
these types from those of the late nineteenth century? Are particular models repeated 
from street to street? What variations are discemable in the attached garages that are 
characteristics of the houses in this period? 

Pages 7.8-7.13: Inventory should note condition of each house and/or garage and provide 
a brief explanation of any substantial alterations, especially in cases where resources are 
no longer considered contribufing. Why are 209 Castle (1951) and 3706 (1930), 3724 
Casfie (1952), 3407 Chateau (1948), and 3606 and garage (1952) classified as "non-
contributing?" 

Section 8. Statement of Significance 



Expanding Discussion of Post-war House Design and Constmction." To support 
significance in Architecture the statement of significance needs an expanded discussion 
of major styles and stylistic currents, especially as it relates to postwar design and 
development, which is reflected by almost half of the district's homes. Also, a 
justificafion for extending the Period of Significance within the last fifty years is needed. 

Page 8.15: What was the nature of the "monetary" restrictions" menfioned. Did they set 
a minimum amount for the cost of housing to be built, or did prospective owners have to 
meet income guidelines? What other restrictions or requirements was placed on 
constmction or ownership? Were tennis courts the only form of community property or 
park? 

Page 8.16. Please expand the discussion of Waco's post-war history and describe local 
variations of postwar housing types. Explain how Waco's population changed during and 
after the war. Did the city also attract defense industries that led to aeronautic 
engineering, manufacturing, or other post-war industries? 

Broadening the Context of Waco's 20'̂  Centurv Development: The strictly architectural 
approach taken for this nomination seems to have overlooked some of the rich 
associafions with important events and trends that shaped Waco's historic development in 
the 20"̂  century, including themes such as demographics, transportation, commerce, and 
industry. Please provide additional information on Waco's history, the demographic 
factors and social history that led to the platting of the district in the 1920s and continued 
to exert influence on the district in terms of cost of housing, neighborhood amenities, etc., 
into the postwar period. For whom was the neighborhood designed and planned? What 
was the vision of early leaders, developers, etc.? Who lived here? Was this neighborhood 
analogous to the finer neighborhoods of Dallas, Amarillo, Midland, or Houston? What 
local factors contributed to this steady growth and/or sustained prosperity during the 
Great Depression or the advent and duration of World War II? Was Waco a critical 
defense area during WWII? Is 1962 a logical and defensible break in the continuity that 
occurred after WWII? 

Page 8.17: Please add a secfion explaining what Castle Heights represents in the context 
of subdivision design. Does this show the influence of or bear similarities to other 
planned communities in Texas, such as the Wofflin Estates (1927) in Amarillo, Texas, 
where the local developer worked with the well-knovm firm of Hare and Hare (of 
Kansas City, MO). Do the similarities between the two (i.e. radial plan with reverse 
curves, a centrally located park, and triangular island (characteristic of Hare & Hare). 
Please note that an early photograph for this subdivision appears on page 110 of Historic 
Residential Suburbs. Was there any connection with members of the National 
Associafion of Home Builders (NAHB) and National Association of Real Estate Boards 
(NAREB), or the Urban Land Insfitute during the various stages of development? Were 
local developers influenced by the success of postwar builders of considerable renown, 
such as Frank W. Sharp (Houston) and Angus G. Wynne (Dallas), or the irmovative 
designs of post-war architects in Texas, such as the Houston firm, Wilson, Morris & 
Crane? What was the history of this phenomenon in Waco? To what extent does this 



indicate the growing sophistication or prosperity of Waco in the 20* century or the city's 
ongoing demographic change 

Significance as a Planned Suburb and Distinctive Example of Subdivision Design": This 
community has some outstanding characteristics that identify it as a "country club 
suburb"-- the type popularized in the 1920s by Kansas City community builder J. C. 
Nichols and Hare and Hare, landscape architects who worked for Nichols and later 
became known for their work in Fort Worth and Amarillo, Texas. The Castle Heights 
neighborhood appears to have followed the pattem of community builders of the period 
many of whom were members of the Nafional Associafion of Real Estate Boards 
(NAREB) and advocates of zoning, city plarming, deed restrictions (a.k.a. protecfive 
covenants), and civic improvements to make the nafion's growing cities attractive, 
comfortable, and convenient places to work and live. You may also find some 
connections between the local builders and some of the foremost leaders in the field 
(NAREB, NHBA, and ULI). These communities relied upon public utilities, minimum 
setbacks, architectural standards, protective covenants/deed restrictions. 

Page 8.17. Please revise the statement that "The district is all the more remarkable 
because these houses were built on adjacent undeveloped lots over a period of several 
decades." This is a typical rather than a "remarkable" feature of subdivisions platted in 
the late 1920s just before the Great Depression. 

Page 8. 17: Please insert a discussion of architectural styles and house types that give 
Castle Heights its architectural distincfion. Please explain use of terms such as 
"modem", "postmodem," and "Neo-colonial." How are Neo-Tudor or Neo-colonial 
houses of the 1950s classified? Also describe any characteristic vegetation that was 
planted to provide shade, omamental or seasonal displays of flowers, or foliage. You 
might consider the quesfions listed below: 

Minimal Traditional: How did these reflect an evolution of design, simplification of 
forms, changing methods of constmction and materials (Depression-era, wartime, and 
postwar)? To what extent did they reflect the influence of the nationwide standards of 
house deign and constmcfion and subdivision development, including the influence of 
federal policies on housing and mortgage requirements (FHA and FHLB)? 

Ranch House: Are there common characteristics of the ranch house and other postwar 
examples, 1950-1962 that help define the ranch house as it was adapted to the Texas 
climate, available building materials, design features, or as adapted by particular Texas 
architects and home builders whose work is represented at Castle Heights? 

Postwar styles: What makes the collection of "modem house design" an excellent one? 
How does it compare with other neighborhoods (post war)? How did postwar houses 
reflect changing technology, stylistic influences, new methods and materials of 
construction? To what extent were these characteristic of national pattems to what extent 
were they characteristic of regional pattems? 



Vegetation: Are their any notable pattems or materials that are characteristic of Waco's 
climate, including plantings, types of gardens, foundation plantings, shmbbery, specimen 
shade or omamental trees, vegetation types (using either Latin nomenclature or common 
names). 

Page 8.17-19: The list of architects strongly supports the claim that the homes built in 
Castle Heights are of outstanding quality and continued to be architect-designed. 
Relafionship of the home building industry and professional architects and planners that 
occurred on a national level appears to have been reflected in the early design and 
development of Castle Heights and continued to influence the evolution of the district 
into the postwar period. Particularly illustrative here is the stock of custom built ranch 
houses of the 1950s (which seem to compare, for example, the Wilson House in 
Wynnewood, or the 1950s homes in Denver Courts H.D. in Galveston). Unfortunately the 
information about other buildings designed by these architects is limited to churches, 
schools, and institutional buildings, and does not give us a sense of their involvement 
(collectively or as individual designers) in residential work, similar to that represented at 
Casfie Heights. Architects Dewitt and Swank, for example, who were Dallas architects, 
also worked at Wynnewood in Dallas (developed in the postwar period by national 
known community builder Angus G. Wynne). It would be interesting to know how much 
of their work and reputation was based on residential work, whether or not they were 
affiliated with any particular developments or community builders, or achieved a 
reputation for residential design of a particular type or style, and in what ways their work 
at Castle Heights representative of or distinct from their work elsewhere in Waco or 
Texas? Were these architects known for certain types of constmction or stylistic 
preferences—contributions to domestic design in 20* century Texas? Did any of these 
homes receive awards or coverage in professional and home-oriented magazines of the 
period? What does this list suggest about the architectural talent and profession of 
architecture in Waco from the late 1920s to 1960. 

Page 8.19 Period of Significance: While an argument for exceptional importance under 
Criteria Considerafion G is not required, a cogent thoughtfiil justification for extending 
the period of significance is needed. This must jusfify extending the PCS to 1962, or 
another preferably earlier date based on an analysis of the architectural trends and types 
that figured prominently in the postwar period. It might also be based on the suburb's 
evolufion as a neighborhood having certain quality design, specific setbacks, size and 
scale limitations on lots and house types, etc. One wonders why "1962" selected as the 
cut off, rather than 1958, 1960, or 1965? Is there a marked change in the character of the 
houses or a drop-off in the number of housing starts after 1962? Is it selected because it 
reasonably meets the definition of properties/resources "integral" to the district's 
significance although having been built within the past fifty years. Although such 
resources or the district does not need to meet the exceptional significance test, the less-
than-fifty bulletin (page 10) does call for the "demonstrafion" that such resources are 
"integral" to the district's historic development. As for justifying less-than-fifty-year-old 
resources as "integral" to the historic district, the nominafion certainly indicates that the 
majority of resources are over 50, but has not sufficiently—1) justified the "period of 



significance as a discrete period with a defined beginning and end," and 2) defined and 
assessed the "character of the district's historic resources." 

Page 8.22: Please note correct spelling of "Monterey 

Page 8.23: Please changes "Contemporary" on to "Contemporary-style." 

Page 8.24: Please revise the sentence describing the house at 3501 Carondolet (1984). 
While it "borrows from other styles" the statement that it "does not overly detract from 
its overall architectural cohesiveness" does not seem to be an accurate assessment of its 
effect on the historic integrity of the district. 

Section 10 Geographical Data 

Boundaries: When were Chateau Avenue and Austin Avenue extended west of N. 38* 
street? The houses on north side Ausfin west of N. 38* date to 1950 and 1951? When 
were the lots on the South side of Austin Avenue subdivided and built upon? 

Accompanying Documentation: 

Photographs 

Representative streetscapes. and Representative non-contributing properties (due to  
alterations since the period of significance). You might consider making references in  
the text to photographs that illustrate the point being made. This might add substantially  
to the discussion of the Modem and Post-modem housing types/styles. Sketch Map 

Please provide a sketch map that shows the number and vantage point/direction of each 
photographic view. Why is 3207 Austin (1953) listed in inventory as NC, but on map 
appears as contributing? 

Linda McClelland 
Historian 
National Register of Historic Places and National Historic Landmarks Division 
National Park Service 

202-354-2258 
linda mcclelland(a)nps.gov 



Attachment/ Guidelines from Historic Residential Suburbs 

"Classifying Contributing and Noncontributing Resources" 

Buildings, structures, objects, and sites within a historic residential suburb are classified 
as "contributing" if they were present during the period of significance and possess 
historic integrity for that period. Those resources built or substantially altered after the 
period of significance are classified as "noncontributing" unless they have individual 
significance that qualifies them for National Register listing. 

When a district's period of significance extends to a date within the past 50 years (see 
discussion of Criterion Consideration G (below), resources less-than-50-years of age are 
classified as contributing if they were constructed or achieved significance within the 
defined period of significance, and by function, historic associations, and design, reflect 
important aspects of the neighborhood's history and physical evolution. For example, a 
Colonial Revival home built in 1954 would contribute to a historic residential suburb 
whose period of significance extends from 1926, the date ofplatting, to 1958 when the 
last house following the original plan was constructed, providing the house was built on 
one of the original lots and was in keeping with the historic design character set by early 
deed restrictions. Conversely in the same neighborhood, a 1960s Ranch house on an 
original lot and a 1990s house imitating the Colonial Revival style on a newly subdivided 
lot would both be classified as noncontributing because their location and design 
departed from the neighborhood's historic plan and their construction occurred outside 
the period of historic significance. 

"Nonhistoric Alterations and Additions" 

Alterations and additions since the period of significance affect whether an individual 
dwelling contributes to a district's significance. Designed to be small but expandable, the 
houses built from the early 1930s through the 1950s have typically been enlarged as 
home owners have added garages, porches, sun rooms, family rooms, and additional 
bedrooms. Houses with relatively modest additions that have little effect on the historic 
design of the original dwelling are classified as contributing. Those with additions that 
alter the original building's massing and scale, introduce major noncompatible design 
elements, and interrupt the spatial organization of the streetscape and neighborhood, 
however, are classified as noncontributing. 

When evaluating the extent to which the addition changes the dwelling's individual 
character and the character of the streetscape of which it is a part, it is important to 
consider the size, scale, and design of the addition as well as its placement on the house 
lot. Information such as original setback requirements, historic design guidelines, and 
deed restrictions may also be useful in assessing the effect of additions on historic 
integrity. Whereas the construction of dormers on a Cape Cod house is unlikely to affect 
the dwelling's integrity in a serious way, the addition of a full, second story by "popping 
up" the roof substantially alters the character of both house and streetscape. 



Replacement siding poses a serious threat to the historic character of residential 
neighborhoods. Not only have wooden clapboards and shingled surfaces given way to a 
wide array of commercially available siding in aluminum and vinyl, but the asbestos-
based materials of many World War II era and postwar subdivisions, now considered 
unsightly and unhealthy, are being covered. Whether new siding is the result of 
maintenance, health, aesthetic or energy saving concerns, it can have a substantial, 
cumulative impact on the character of historic neighborhoods, especially those with 
architectural distinction. 

"Evaluation under Criterion Consideration G" 

Criterion Consideration G states that properties that have achieved significance within 
the past 50 years may qualify for National Register listing if they are an integral part of a 
historic district that meets the criteria or if they have exceptional importance. 

The post-World War II building boom, spurred by the availability of low-cost, long-term 
mortgages for home owners and financial credits for builders, resulted in the widespread 
development of suburban subdivisions that were not only large in size but vast in number. 
In coming years as many of these approach 50 years of age, there will be increasing 
pressure to evaluate their eligibility for listing in the National Register. Their evaluation 
raises several questions concerning Criterion Consideration G and the National 
Register's 50-year guideline. 

When must a historic subdivision or neighborhood possess "exceptional importance" 
as a requirement for National Register listing? Specific dates for the overall site design 
and the construction of component resources are needed to determine when a case for 
exceptional importance is necessary to support eligibility or listing. Such a case must be 
made for subdivisions which were platted and laid out and where the majority of homes 
were constructed within the last 50 years. It is also requiredfor neighborhoods 
importantly associated with events that occurred within the past 50 years even though the 
homes were built during an earlier period, for example an older neighborhood 
importantly associated with the Civil Rights movement. 

Is "exceptional importance" a requirement for a neighborhood whose construction 
began more than 50 years ago but was completed within the past 50 years? Because 
subdivisions were typically constructed over a period of many years, it is not uncommon 
to encounter a subdivision where streets and utilities were laid out and home 
construction begun more than 50 years ago, but where construction continued into the 
recent past. As a general rule, when a neighborhood as a whole was laid out more than 
50 years ago and the majority of homes and other resources are greater than 50 years of 
age, a case for exceptional importance is not needed. In such cases, the period of 
significance may be extended a reasonable length of time (e.g., five or six years) within 
the less-than-50-year period to recognize the contribution of resources that, although 
less-than-50-years of age, are consistent with the neighborhood's historic plan and 
character. 



When the majority of homes and other resources, however, are less than 50 years of age, 
a case for exceptional importance is required. Subdivisions of this type found not to 
possess exceptional importance should be reevaluated when the majority of resources 
achieve 50 years of age. 

Regional contexts should be developed in areas where suburbanization was widespread 
and numerous planned subdivisions took form during the postwar era. Such a context can 
help I) establish a chronology of the region's suburban development, 2) target 
neighborhoods to be surveyed, and 3) identify exceptional examples that may be 
nominated before the majority of dwellings reach 50 years of age. To determine 
exceptional importance within a local, metropolitan, or regional context, it is necessary 
to consider a neighborhood's history in relationship to the overall local trends of post-
World War II suburbanization as well as national patterns. Comparisons with other 
neighborhoods of the same period make it possible to identijy distinctive or 
representative examples and to determine the extent to which they possess historic 
integrity. 

For further guidance, you may wish to refer to the National Resister bulletin, Guidelines  
for Evaluating andNominatins Properties That Have Achieved Significance within the  
Last Fifty Years. 
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procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property ( _x_ meets) ( _ does not meet) the National 
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5. CLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private 

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: District 

NUMBER OF RESOURCES W I T H I N PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING 

201 
0 
0 
0 

201 

NONCONTRIBUTING 

51 
0 
0 
0 

BUILDINGS 

SITES 

STRUCTURES 

OBJECTS 
51 T O T A L 

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED I N THE N A T I O N A L REGISTER: 0 

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: Historic Residential Suburbs in the United States, 1830-1960 

6. FUNCTION OR USE 

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structure 

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: DOMESTIC/single dwelling, secondary structure 

7. DESCRIPTION 

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: LATE 19^" AND 20^" CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival, Tudor 
Revival, Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival; Gothic Revival; MODERN MOVEMENT/Ranch; OTHER Split-
Level, Neoeclectic; MIXED 

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION: CONCRETE, WOOD 
WALLS: BRICK, CONCRETE, STONE, STUCCO, ASBESTOS 
ROOF: ASPHALT, CERAMIC TILE, SLATE, METAL 
OTHER: B R I C K , GLASS, METAL, WOOD 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-25). 
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The Castle Heights Historic District in Waco, McLennan County, Texas, is comprised of 254 residential properties 
constructed between 1888 and 2000. Castle Heights was platted in 1923 as an elite residential development southwest of 
Waco's commercial center. The neighborhood encompassed a sparsely developed portion of Waco, and incorporated only 
five pre-existing residences, including "The Castle" (1890-1913) for which the neighborhood was later named.' Castle 
Heights was developed as an automobile-oriented suburb marketed toward Waco's professional and upper class; the 17-
block neighborhood featured curvilinear streets (unusual among the typically gridded residential streets of Waco), 
generous lots, liberal setbacks, and space for adjacent garages. Construction of homes continued steadily between 1926 
and 1959, and 87% of the properties within the districted were completed by this time. Homes were generally architect-
designed, and reflect many architectural traditions including Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Spanish Eclectic Revival, 
Minimal Traditional, and post-World War II Ranch style. Today, Castle Heights homes remain in excellent physical 
condition and, while many have been altered over time, most retain a high level of integrity and convey a visual sense of 
the historic significance of the district. The neighborhood is still characterized by its curvilinear plan, well-maintained 
buildings and landscapes, and carefully-implemented residential design. The period of significance for the Castle Heights 
Historic District spans from 1890 with the construction of the earliest extant building (The Castle, Property #8), to 1959, 
when the majority (89%) of home construction had been completed. The Castle Heights Historic District is composed of 
252 buildings. Of these 252 buildings, 168 are dwellings and 84 are ancillary buildings (detached garages, garage 
apartments, sheds, and outbuildings). Of the 252 total resources, 201, or 80%, are contributing properties and 51 (20%) 
are noncontributing properties. 

Castle Heights Historic District is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A in the 
area of Community Planning and Development as an excellent local example of early- to mid-twentieth century suburban 
residential development, and Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an intact suburban grouping of twentieth-century 
popular housing styles. 

Setting 

The Castle Heights Historic District is within Waco, Texas, the seat of McLennan County, located 100 miles south of 
Dallas and 100 miles north of the state capital at Austin. The district is approximately three miles southwest of Waco's 
commercial center, which is oriented along the Brazos River to the west of Interstate 35. Castle Heights is connected to 
downtown Waco via Austin Avenue, a prominent north-south arterial. Commercial properties populate Austin Avenue 
from the Brazos River to approximately 18* Avenue; properties south of this intersection tend to be residential in 
character, with the oldest extant homes closer to downtown and later development concentrated in the southerly suburban 
neighborhoods exemplified by Castle Heights (see Map 1). 

Platted as a residential subdivision in 1923, Castle Heights was and remains physically defined by its break from the 
standard rectilinear urban grid of Waco. The neighborhood is comprised of seventeen irregular blocks, situated between 
residential neighborhoods to the north and south, and commercial and light industrial areas to the east and west along 
Waco Drive and Franklin Avenue (see Map 1). The topography of the neighborhood is flat to gently rolling, with mature 
trees, carefully manicured lawns and designed landscaping. Homes are set back an average of thirty to fifty feet from the 
street, creating an ambience of spaciousness and luxury. Public sidewalks have been constructed along only a few of the 
neighborhood streets, and thus do not interrupt the visual grandeur of many of the larger lots. Lots are roughly rectilinear, 

' The Castle is also known as "The Cottonland Castle," and is a Registered Texas Historic Landmark (1977). RTHL File, Texas 
Historical Commission. 
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though many properties exhibit at least one curved boundary that has resulted from the existing street contours. 
Approximately 42% of the homes in the district have detached garages positioned toward the rear of the lot, set back from 
the street and accessible by a narrow driveway; of these detached garages, approximately 89% are of historic age. Many 
of the homes constructed after World War II feature attached garages that front the public street. Historically, rear alleys 
divided the residential blocks along the north-south axis; while the visual break of the alleyway remains intact, these 
interstitial streets are no longer accessible by car. There are two landscaped traffic islands in the district, one at the 
intersection of Central, Chateau, and Carondolet Streets, and another the cul-de-sac on Castle Avenue at the northeast 
comer of the district. A third traffic island at the intersection of Castle Avenue and Carondolet Boulevard appeared on the 
revised 1928 plat of the neighborhood, but is no longer extant. The landscaping of the existing traffic islands has been 
substantially ahered from their historic appearance, and while their placement remains intact, they no long retain integrity 
of design. 

Development of Castle Heights 

Castle Heights is characterized by three distinct periods of development: 1888-1923, 1926-1941, and 1945-1959. The land 
that is now encompassed by the Castle Heights Historic District was first platted in 1890 as the Avenue Heights Addition 
to the city of Waco. The plat included twenty-one full and partial blocks laid out in a regular grid pattem (Fig. 1).* 
Although the plat was officially filed, the land was never developed according to this plan. A few homes were 
constructed during the subsequent two decades, the most notable of these was The Castle (Property #8, Figs. 8-9), a two-
story stone residence with a three-story tower and crenellated parapets begun in 1890 and completed in 1913. A second 
home was constructed adjacent to The Castle in 1917, in the Dutch Colonial Revival style (Property #11). A large 
Spanish Eclectic home was completed in 1919, across Austin Avenue to the northwest of the first two homes (Property 
#2, Fig. 10). A brick Colonial Revival house was constructed in 1922 directly across from The Castle to the west (Property 
#4). Further south on Austin Avenue, an elaborate Tudor Revival home was completed in 1915 (Property #20). Though 
these early dwellings certainly encouraged building in the area, large-scale development did not occur until the later 
1920s. 

In 1923, developers W.T. Herrick and W.L. Wollet re-platted Avenue Heights as the Castle Heights Addition (Fig. 2). 
They retained the westem boundary of Austin Avenue, the eastem boundary at McGregor Road, and continued to use the 
bois d'arc hedge row behind North 38* Street (beyond which was an agricultural field, see Fig. 5; Map 3) to visually 
demarcate the southwestem boundary of the neighborhood.' They expanded the earlier plat approximately one block 
north, to North 32"'' Street. The plat excluded the east side of Austin, and the lot at the comer of Oriental and Austin 
Avenues. Thus, three of the earliest homes in the area, including The Castle, were outside of the official boundaries of 
Castle Heights (Properties #11, #2 and #8). The 1923 plat also excluded 1 I/2 blocks of land south of the bois d'arc hedge 
and west of Austin Avenue (marked with an "X" on the original plat. Fig. 2); this parcel was developed in the late 1940s 
and early 1950s as a part of Castle Heights. 

Though the approximate area of the neighborhood did not change in 1923, the composition of the interior blocks was 
completely revised. While the 1890 Avenue Heights plat was strictly rectilinear and contained fourteen full blocks and 
portions of ten additional blocks, Herrick and Wollett's 1923 vision for Castle Heights centered on curvilinear street 
pattems, cul-de-sacs, irregularly shaped blocks and variably sized lots. They envisioned the existing five homes as a 

" McLennan County Deed Records, Vol. 77 p. 182. 
Hedges of bois d 'arc, or osage orange, were a common substitute for man-made fences in the late nineteenth century. 
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gateway to a new upscale neighborhood characterized by winding streets and grandly-styled residences. The Castle, 
already a local landmark in 1923, gave the new neighborhood its name and provided thematic inspiration for street names 
such as Castle, Chateau, and Carondolet.'' The existing homes, all erected in Revival styles, likely served as an 
architectural inspiration for subsequent designs; Tudor Revival, Spanish Eclectic, and Colonial Revival became the most 
popular architectural styles applied to Castle Heights residences during subsequent decades. 

Herrick and Wollett's initial design was adjusted several times over the next five years, and the final form was approved 
in 1928 (Fig. 3). In the meantime, the first new Castle Heights home was constmcted in 1926, three followed in that year, 
three new homes were erected between 1927 and 1928, one was finished in 1929, and five were completed by 1930. By 
the this time, Castle Height contained at least twenty-one homes, many with ancillary buildings and garages; this number 
includes the five that predated the neighborhood, and two that were moved into the area in 1924 and 1930. These earliest 
residences were all large-scale and architect-designed; all were executed in high Revival styles popular during the time 
period, such as Tudor Revival, Spanish Eclectic and Colonial Revival. 

The national economic slump of late 1929 and the early 1930s was slow to impact Waco, and did not immediately impede 
growth in the Castle Heights neighborhood. Development continued slowly but steadily, and new home starts averaged 
two per year between 1931 and 1934. Homes constmcted in the Depression years to the start of World War II in 1941 
were slightly smaller than their predecessors, and almost exclusively executed in the Colonial Revival style. This signaled 
a formal (or compositional) shift, which likely was a result of the declining economic conditions; the stylistic shift may 
have likewise been related to a need to economize, but was also perhaps reflective of a change in national and local tastes. 
Despite changes in architectural styles and a reduction in square footage, most of the Castle Heights houses continued to 
be paired with detached garages (some with a two-story element to accommodate domestic servants), a symbol of the 
neighborhood's continued affluence and reliance on the automobile. 

In the last half of the 1930s, home starts increased significantly. Between 1935 and 1938, an average of four homes were 
built per year. In 1939, a record ten homes were constmcted, followed by nine in 1941. The spike in development was 
aided in part by the extension of the Castle Heights neighborhood southward to include land originally excluded from the 
1923 plat. In 1938, Castle Heights residents Harlon and Clara Fentress sold their home at 3722 Chateau Avenue (Property 
#132) and purchased the block of land at the end of Chateau Avenue between North 38"' Street and the bois d'arc hedge 
boundary (marked with an "X" on the 1923 and 1928 plats, see Figs. 2-3). The Fentress family erected a new home on 
four lots in 1939 (Property #137), and subsequently sold the remaining ten lots for new home constmction (Properties 
#135, 139, and 141, completed between 1947 and 1950). Following the Fentress expansion, the boundaries of Castle 
Heights remained for the most part stable, with only a few minor additions. As early as 1940, homes were being built on 
the south side of the bois d'arc hedge, thus populating an area that had been predominantly open in the previous decades. 
The hedge did, however, remain a visual boundary in the neighborhood; it appears on the 1941 Sanbom map and residents 
report that it still blocked streets and formed cul-de-sacs into the 1950s. Traces of the hedge are still visible along a few 
property lines, though it is no longer a significant visual boundary. 

During the years between the re-platting of the neighborhood in 1923 and the start of World War II in 1941, a total of fifty 
eight homes were erected in the Castle Heights neighborhood. With only about a third of the area developed, constmction 

"* "The Cottonland Castle," Recorded Texas Historic Landmark file, 1977. RTHL File, Texas Historical Commission. 
' McReynolds, Jean Lewis. Letter to Texas Historical Commission. 16 December 2005, Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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was halted at the outbreak of war; only one home was completed between 1942 and 1945. By late 1945, govemment 
restriction on residential constmction had been lifted, and building once again resumed. An average of ten new homes per 
year were erected in 1947, 1948, and 1949. In 1950, seventeen new homes were buih, making this the busiest single year 
for new constmction in the history of Castle Heights. In the decade of the 1950s, a total of fifty-two new homes were 
erected, nearly as many as were constmcted in the three decades preceding the war. By the end of the 1950s, the number 
of available lots neared zero, and development within the area was, for the most part, complete. Constmction in the 
district slowed considerably after the 1950s when most of the available lots were sold and built upon. Only nine houses 
were completed during the 1960s, six in the 1970s, two in the 1980s and one in the 1990s. 

The postwar years marked a dramatic change in housing styles for Castle Heights, as well as for the rest of Texas and the 
United States on the whole. In Waco, when building finally resumed in late 1845, the Ranch house (often erected with an 
attached garage) was adopted as the dominant architectural form and style. Pre-war homes were predominantly Colonial 
Revival; after 1945, over 70% of homes built were Ranch houses or Ranch derivatives. Seventy-six homes, or 45% of the 
total housing stock within the district, can be considered Ranch houses. Many of the postwar ranch houses retained 
familiar features of Colonial Revival architecture such as shutters, pediments, dentils, fanlights, and classical columns. 
Ranch homes continued to be popular through the 1960s; by the 1970s and 1980s, this style yielded to Neo-Eclectic 
architecture. Despite the shift in stylistic influences, most homes which post-date the district's period of significance are 
comparable in scale and revivalist inflections to those from the historic period. Many of the newer homes were clearly 
designed to be compatible with the historic fabric of the district. 

Today, Castle Heights remains an upper-middle class neighborhood. Homes continue to be well-maintained and many 
have been augmented with additions and alterations over the years. For the most part, these alterations were well-planned 
and well-financed, with a desire to complement the existing historic fabric. 

Common Residential Property Types 

Residential properties within the district have been identified by architectural style or type where applicable, using 
categories established by Virginia and Lee McAlester in A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 1999). In 
this historic district, the majority of homes exhibit carefiil and professional design, and can be associated with a 
recognizable stylistic trend in American domestic architecture. Associated outbuildings (such as garages and greenhouses) 
are identified by style when applicable, but for the most part are examples of vemacular or "low" architecture and feature 
little in the way of stylistic inflection and omamentation. 

Within the Castle Heights Historic District, there are 254 individual resources that can generally be categorized as either a 
primary residence or an ancillary building. Of the 254 resources, 168 are primary residences that have been categorized 
according to architectural style. The Castle Heights neighborhood is noted for its range of architectural styles. Of the 168 
primary residences in the district, 18 are stylistically aligned with the Tudor Revival, 5 are Spanish Eclectic, 43 are 
Colonial Revival, 4 are Monterey, 14 are Minimal Traditional and 76 are Ranch houses. The 8 remaining properties are 
Gothic Revival, Contemporary or Neoeclectic, and stylistically mixed.̂  

Tudor Revival 

Stylistic categories assigned to properties are based on Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New 
York: Knopf, 1999). 
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Tudor Revival emereged as a residential architectural style in the early twentieth century, and enjoyed widespread 
popularity in the United States in the 1920s and 1930s. Derived from English half-timbered buildings dating to the Middle 
Ages, the style is a loose interpretation of a medieval form language rather than strict adherent to its historical precedent. 
Tudor Revival can be applied to both large-scale or modest-sized homes, and this is seen throughout the Castle Heights 
neighborhood. Unifiying charactaristics include a steeply-pitched, side-gabled roof and multiple front-facing gables. 
Tudor Revival homes are frequently executed in brick or a mixture of brick and stucco, and display decorative details 
such as half-timbering, leaded glass, and prominent brick or stone chimneys.̂  

There are 18 Tudor Revival houses in Castle Heights; these were all constmcted between 1915 and 1948. The earliest 
Tudor Revival residences are large-scale and finely detailed, while those built during the late 1930s and early 1940s are 
generally more restrained interpretaions of the style. The earliest example, dating to 1915, is found at 3429 Austin 
(Property #20), and pre-dates the platting of the neighborhood. The earliest Tudor House buih after Castle Heights was 
officially platted is the residence at 200 Castle, dating to 1926 (Property #56). This large, rambling stucco residence is 
located on a prominent comer lot, and is characterized by its irregular massing, steeply pithced roof, extensive application 
of half-timbering, and twinned brick chimneys. By contrast, 3721 Herwoll (Property #149) buih in 1938, is a one-story 
brick clad, side-gabled home with a single front facing gable entry portico; stylistic details are minimal, and reduced to a 
suggestion of Tudor features in the steeply -pithced entry portico, window detailing, and corbelled brick detialing at the 
chimney. 

Spanish Eclectic 

Spanish Eclectic Revival emerged as a broadly interpreted revival of Spanish Colonial architecture. Most commonly 
found in the southwestem United States, predominantly in locations colonized by Spain, the style emerged in the 1920s as 
a celebration of regional historical architecture. Spanish Eclectic is typified by a low-pitched, red tile roof, often with little 
or no overhang. Stucco cladding and arched openings are fairly typical. Omamentation ranges from minimal to elaborate, 
and is found in the form of columns of Mediterranean derivation, decorative tile, and stonework.̂  

There are 5 examples of Spanish Eclectic architecture in the Castle Height Historic District; these were all constmcted 
between 1911 and 1934. All feature low-pitched, red tile roofs characteristic of the style. Perhaps the most stunning 
large-scale example in the district is 3205 Austin (Property #2; Fig. 10). Constmcted in 1919, this example predates the 
Castle Heights plat, yet serves as an architectural anchor at the entrance to the district on Austin Avenue. This is a two-
story residence, asymmetric in plan, clad in stucco and sheathed with a red Spanish tile roof; decorative features include 
multicolored tile work above windows, and decorative iron balustrades surround the second-floor balcony. This home is 
similar to the more elaborately detailed home at 3407 Austin, constmcted four years later in 1923 (Property #13). The 
later incorporates eave bracketing and arched chimney shields, both typical Spanish Eclectic detailing. Two other 
Spanish Eclectic homes in the district feature symmetrical plans and buff brick cladding, a deviation of the more typical 
stucco finish. The house at 3601 Austin (1934, Property #30; Fig. 14) is one story, and features an arched portico 
supported on Classical columns (with twisted flutes), decorative window surrounds and a red tile roof The house at 3724 
Chateau (1931, Property #134; Fig. 15) is two stories, and Spanish Eclectic influence is displayed in the second-story 
balcony articulate with a Classical colonnade and supported on brackets, decorative terracotta tile placed about the ground 
floor windows, and the red tile roof 

^ McAlester and McAlester, 355. 
* McAlester and McAlester, 417. 
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Colonial Revival 

The Colonial Revival Style emerged in the United States in the late 1800s and became the dominant style for residential 
architecture throughout the first half of the twentieth century. Interest in America's Colonial period was sparked by the 
1876 Philadelphia Centennial, and the subsequently developed Colonial Revival style was based on early American 
homes of New England. Subtypes include Dutch Colonial and Spanish Colonial, influenced by Colonial architecture of 
areas settled by the Dutch or Spanish. The Colonial Revival is rarely a pure interpretation of a historic style, but rather 
draws on significant features and stylistic inflections. Because of its long period of popularity, multiple influences, and 
liberal interpretations of those influences, the Colonial Revival Style can be applied to a wide variety of designs. 

Colonial Revival style houses are generally two-story, side-gabled stmctures with symmetrical facades and paired 
windows, often featuring decorative shutters. Entrances are often elaborated with columned porches or pediment 
porticoes, and fanlights reminiscent of Adam and Georgian architecture are common around doorways. Asymmetrical 
facades, front gables, gambrel roofs, one-story plans and other variations can also be found within the style. Horizontal 
wood siding and brick are both common cladding materials. 

The Colonial Revival style was popular in Castle Heights through the 1930s and 1940s; following World War II, elements 
of the style were applied liberally to accent the ranch house type. Because Colonial Revival was popular for over three 
decades, there are many variafions on the form whhin the district. Brick and wood are used with equal frequency. Most 
exhibit symmetrical plans and are two-stories; however, one-story Cape Cod influenced designs and asyinmetrical plans 
are also present. There are total of 43 Colonial Revival houses in Castle Heights, making it the most popular style in the 
district before World War II . The earliest Colonial Revival homes in the district are 3211 Austin (Property #4) built in 
1922, and 3411 Chateau (Property #109) constmcted in 1928. The Colonial Revival influence is even seen in houses built 
within the last twenty-five years, such as the examples at 3501 Carondolet (1984, Property # 47; see Fig. 20) and 3413 
Chateau (1994,Property #110). Ahhough these are both noncontributing resources in this district, they are clearly 
influenced by the predominance of Colonial Revival. 

There are two Colonial Revival homes in the district that demonstrate a Dutch Colonial influence: 3825 Herwol (Property 
#159) and 3324 Austin (Property #11). A subtype of the broad Colonial Revival category based on early American Dutch 
architecture, this variation is distinguished by a side-facing gambrel roof and one large or muhiple smaller front-facing 
gables. Built in 1917, the home at 3324 Austin (Property #11) is a stone-clad example which predates the district. The 
house at 3825 Herwol (Property #159) dates to 1936, and is executed in wood with one-story wings. 

There is also one home in the district that exhibits elements derived from French Colonial architecture: 3501 Chateau 
(Property #116). Buih in 1938, this home has a prominent mansard roof and a double-height front porch with decorative 
ironwork influenced by creations often seen in New Orleans. 

Monterey 

The Monterey style is based on a vemacular style originating in Califomia. The style, as developed in the nineteenth 
century, was originally a fusion of Spanish Colonial adobe constmction and the massed-plan forms of New England 
colonial architecture. The Monterey style is defined by a two-story side-gabled plan with a cantilevered second story 

' McAlester and McAlester, 321. 



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Castle Heights Historic District 
Section 7 Page 12 Waco, McLennan County, Texas 

balcony under the principal roof The front elevation may be symmetrical, with the balcony extending its full width, or 
asymmetrical with a front facing gable at one end intermpting the balcony mn. The style revived in the United States from 
the 1920s through the 1950s.'° 

There are four Monterey style homes in the district. There are both symmetrical and asymmetrical varieties buih between 
1939 (3700 Chateau, Property #128; Fig. 21) and 1946 (3821 Chateau, Property #138). Two are clad in brick, and two are 
a mixture of wood cladding on the second floor whh stone or brick on the first floor. 

Minimal Traditional 

Minimal Traditional homes were generally constmcted in the United States in the time period from the Depression to the 
immediate post-World War II decade. These residences generally feature simplified forms loosely based on Tudor and 
Colonial Revival styles from the 1920s and 1930s. Minimal Traditional has been described by McAlester and McAlester 
as an economical "compromise style" that simplified the general form of many earlier revival styles to the extent that it 
became a distinct style of its own. These are generally small (an average of 1,000 square feet), one-story dwellings, with 
squared floor plans, low pitched gabled roofs with flush eaves, and little omamentation. Though details are kept to a 
minimum, there are specific references to Tudor and Colonial revival elements seen in earlier and finer homes within the 
Castle Heights district. Cladding can be wood (weatherboard siding), brick, stucco or a mixture of materials." Alterations 
often include replacement of original siding with asbestos shingles, or an expansion of the original floor plan toward the 
rear of the house. 

There are 14 Minimal Traditional homes in the district, all constmcted between 194land 1955. The most common form is 
a side-gable roof with a cross-gable at one end and an inset porch whh wood cladding. Slightly more substantial varieties 
can be found at 3717 Herwol (Property #147) and 3630 Chateau (Property #127), executed in brick and stucco 
respectively; both feature multiple cross-gables and might be classified as modest interpretation of the Tudor Revival but 
for the lower roof pitch. 

Ranch 

The Ranch house first appeared in Califomia in the mid-1930s, but did not gain widespread national popularity until the 
late 1940s. The housing type proliferated in the United States after World War II, and became the dominant housing form 
of postwar suburban expansion, inextricably linked to mass development fueled by mass-production and the rise of 
automobile ownership. Increased mobility provided by the automobile made outlying areas viable for residential 
development. Newly accessible land (further away from the urban core) allowed for larger lots, which made the rambling 
ranch form possible. Attached garages became a common feature of the ranch style, further emphasizing the connection 
between the style and the automobile. 

Ranch houses are formally related to Minimal Traditional, and are characterized by a simplified form and efficient space 
planning. Ranch houses are generally one-story dwellings, with L-shape or U-shaped plans. The exterior is dominated by 
horizontality, emphasized by low-pitched gable roofs. The lowest and longest elevation was often erected to face the 
street, with a more open and often fully-glazed elevation wrapping around a patio or courtyard in the rear. Ranch houses 

McAlester and McAlester, 431. 
'' McAlester and McAlester, 478. 
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are usually asymmetrical; in several instances, however, a ranch form is merged with Colonial Revival architecture to 
produce a symmetrical public fa9ade whh Revival omamentation.'" Cladding is often horizontal wood, board-and-batten, 
wood shingles, brick, or stone. Omamentation is minimal, often limited to exposed rafter ends, decorative shutters, or 
simple board-and-batten detailing. 

There are 76 ranch homes in the district, representing 45% of the housing stock; this is by far the dominant architectural 
style. Within Castle Heights, ranch houses were generally constmcted between 1947 and 1983. This long period of 
popularity parallels the style's longevity nationwide. Earlier ranch homes in the district, those dating to the late 1940s, 
tend to be a transitional form, and show influence of the Minimal Traditional style. These tend to have compact L-shaped 
floor plans, and moderate pitched roofs. Later ranch houses, those dating after about 1949, have sprawling floor plans, 
lower phched roofs, and a general emphasis on the horizontal, again following national trends. The transition from 
Minimal Traditional to ranch can be seen in at 3528 Austin (Property #28); it is a one story home with a front facing gable 
typical of a Minimal Traditional home but with an additional wing on either end elongating the footprint to resemble a 
sprawling ranch form. 

The term Colonial Ranch is used in this National Register Nomination to describe a sub-category of the ranch house 
prominent in Castle Heights. The Colonial Ranch adopts the sprawling and generous ranch floor plan, and retains a 
general horizontal emphasis; h does however add typical Colonial Revival detailing such as classical columns, pediments, 
dentils, and decorative shutters. Fourteen of the 76 ranches houses in the district fall into this category. Likely influenced 
by the predominance of Colonial Revival style homes already existing in the district, the prevalence of Colonial Ranch 
homes creates continuity in a neighborhood with a very long period of active constmction. 

The Split-level ranch house is subcategory of the ranch house. It retains the common characteristics of the ranch but is 
integrates a two-story section. The split-level is often built on a sloping site, or partially imbedded into the landscape on 
one side. There is one split-level ranch house in the district, 3408 Austin (Property #14) built inl947. 

Neoeclectic 

Neoeclectic is a term used by McAlester and McAlester to describe homes built in the last forty years that display a 
variety of revival influences. The style emerged as a reaction to Modem architecture, the ftinctional line of twentieth 
century architecture (erroneously) perceived by many architects to be devoid of historical influences. The reaction 
included the re-incorporation of historical styles into new architecture, and began in the late 1960s (with the postmodem 
movement) and, in a reduced form, still continues to be used today. Neoeclectic as a style borrows from previous 
historical revival styles and as such is one step fiirther removed from its historical precedent. Neoeclectic may borrow 
Colonial, French, or Mediterranean Revival styles; however because these influences also tend to be mixed and very 
freely interpreted, the term Neoeclectic is sufficient. 

The term Contemporary/ Neoeclectic is used in this National Register nomination for homes built in the past four decades. 
There are four Contemporary/ Neoeclectic homes in the district and all are non-contributing resources. The home at 3501 
Austin (Property #22) dates to 1960, and is a one story brick home with arched yellow glass windows in a diamond 
pattem reminiscent of Tudor style leaded art glass. Properties #62 and #89 date to 1974 and 1971 respectively, and are 

McAlester and McAlester, 479; Alan Hess, Ranch Homes, (New York: Abrams, 2004): 11. 
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classified as noncontributing primarily because of their non-historic age. The house at 209 Castle (Property #61) was 
constmcted in 1951, and m 1996, the exterior was completely renovated and a new roof line applied. Its current 
appearance bears no relation to the original 1951 form, and the property is therefore considered non-contributing. 

Other Styles 

Other architectural styles, particularly Romantic revivals and eclectic mixed styles, are found throughout the district, 
though in much smaller numbers than the predominant Colonial Revival and ranch houses. The Castle, located at 3300 
Austin Avenue (Property #8), for which the district is named, can be loosely categorized as a Gothic Revival home. 
Though h does not feature the steeply pitched roof or pointed arches that typify the Gothic Revival style, it does exhibit 
features that align it with the castellated or parapeted subtype. Rarely used in domestic architecture, this subtype is 
identified primarily by its crenellated parapet evocative of a medieval European casfie.'"' 

There are three homes which do not fall into one dominant stylistic category. These dwellings have elements of multiple 
styles, and for the purposes of this National Register Nomination, are categorized as Mixed. The first two, 3704 Chateau 
(1940, Property #130), and 3416 Chateau (1946, Property #112), have elements of the Minimal Traditional and ranch. 
Both are clad in rough faced limestone, are one story, and have an intermediate pitch roof with multiple cross gables. 
Though their constmction date ties them to the period in which Minimal Traditional forms dominated new constmction, 
both are too expansive to be considered Minimal Traditional. Their L-shaped floor plans are more characteristic of a 
typical ranch house, though the roof pitch on both of these dwellings is far too steep to easily flt into this later stylistic 
category. Property #130m constmcted in 1940, also predates the appearance of the fully-developed ranch house in Castle 
Heights (and generally throughout Texas), and appears to have originally been a more typical Minimal Traditional home 
with detached garage; the current configuration contains an attached garage, which was achieved through an additive 
connection between the two free-standing buildings. The final example of Mixed style in Castle Heights is represented by 
the residence at 3723 Chateau (Property #133). This home was first constmcted in 1911 in a nearby area of Waco, and 
was moved to it current Castle Heights lot in 1930. At this point, the home was extensively remodeled; a second 
remodeling was necesshated by a 1940 fire that destroyed parts of the second floor. The result, an aggregate of many 
years of designed additions, is a two-story asymmetrical stucco home, with elements of Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival 
(see specifically in the door surround), and eclectic influences. Because these changes are all historic (made at least 50 
years ago), the house is a contributing resource, though difficuh to neatly categorize. 

Methodology for Survey and Evaluation of Castle Heights Resources 

The architectural field survey in support of the Castle Heights Historic District nomination was conducted by numerous 
neighborhood residents over a span of approximately twenty years. The neighborhood initiated a first survey effort in 
approximately 1984, and second effort in 2000. Property owners completed survey inventory forms for their own homes, 
and thus provided the bulk of the architectural and historical information for each resource. Many of these volunteers 
conducted additional archival research, and interviewed previous owners. This effort resulted in a substantial amount of 
data, including oral history documentation. Additional research was completed by consultants Monica Penick and Haimah 
Vaughan in 2008, under the auspices of the City of Waco Planning Department; this work included a re-survey of the 
district at the reconnaissance level, a classification of architectural styles, a re-evaluation of the district's boundaries, and 
a re-assessment of contributing and non contributing status for each resource. 

" McAlester and McAlester, 208. 
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During the volunteer field survey conducted between approximately 1984 and 2000, each resource was assigned a 
sequential property number. The current nomination has retained this numbering system; however, because the boundaries 
of this historic district have been expanded beyond that which was initially surveyed, the consuhants have added a series 
of numbers beginning with Property #163. Further, some properties that were initially proposed as district resources are 
no longer within the district boundaries, and these numbers (such as Property #1) are not included in the survey data. 

In 2007, the Castle Heights Neighborhood, with assistance from the Texas Historical Commission staff, compiled a 
National Register nomination for the Castle Heights Historic District. This work included a selection of district 
boundaries, an assessment of historical significance, a formal and stylistic categorization for each property, an evaluation 
of individual integrity, and a determination of contributing or noncontributing status. The National Register Nomination 
Form was completed and submitted at this time. The National Park Service reviewed this original nomination, and 
requested revisions and additional documentation. In 2008, the Chy of Waco hired consultants to assist with revising the 
National Register nomination. 

As part of the 2008 revision of the National Register nomination, the consultants re-surveyed all of the historic resources 
within the Castle Heights district boundaries, and several neighboring properties beyond these boundaries. The boundaries 
of the district were evaluated, and found to be in need of expansion to include properties along Austin Avenue at North 
39"' Street. In addition, the boundaries were reordered to exclude a few properties at 33'̂ '' Street and Austin Avenue that 
were more accurately associated with the neighboring development of Karem Park. All individual properties were 
reexamined to determine if they have been appropriately included or excluded from the district, i f the correct stylistic 
label had been assigned, and if any previously contributing buildings had undergone changes that adversely affected their 
contributing status. In addhion, properties that had been previously noncontributing were reexamined to determine if they 
had been restored, or if they had in the meantime become at least 50 years of age. In many cases, properties that had 
previously been outside of the period of significance now fall within the revised period to 1959. 

The consultants reevaluated each property to determine whether it is eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places as part of this historic district. Evaluations were based on observed and known historic significance, any 
prior historic designation, and integrity. Integrity, or the abilhy of the property to convey its significance or the 
significance of the district, was a key factor in assessing properties in Castle Heights. To retain historic integrity, a 
property must possess several of the seven aspects of integrity. Because the historic district is considered significant in the 
area of archhecture, the most important aspects of integrity for individual properties were design, materials, and 
workmanship. Other aspects of integrity, such as location, setting, feeling and association, were generally intact 
throughout the district. Therefore, the reevaluation of individual properties focused on the presence of original design 
intent, historic or compatible replacement materials, and evidence of workmanship. As the assessments were completed, 
properties were assigned eligibility determinations of contributing and non-contributing. 

The National Park Service (the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places) defines a contributing resource as any 
building, site stmcture or object that adds to or reflects the historic significance of the overall property or historic district. 
If a primary residence or ancillary building dates to the period of signiflcance, retains integrity, and conveys a general 
sense of historic importance, these were determined to be contributing properties within the district. Additions to historic-
age residences are not uncommon in Castle Heights, and are considered an expected and acceptable part of the evolution 
of these resources. For the most part, additions appear to be well-designed and are compatible with the existing historic 
fabric. Alterations were evaluated in terms of their relationship to the size, scale, composition, and materials of the 
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original residence. If alterations did not obscure the original design intent, retained original (or acceptable replacement) 
materials, preserved a majority of character defining features, these alterations did not negatively impact the integrity of 
the property. In some cases, both historic and non-historic additions were difficuh to distinguish; in these instances, close 
visual inspection and homeowner survey cards provided a deflnitive assessment. Where additions could be distinguished 
and did not detract from the historic character of the original residence, the property was considered a contributing 
resource. 

A noncontributing resource does not convey the historic significance of the district, most often because h is not of historic 
age or has been significantly altered from its original form. In general, houses within the district that were constmcted 
after the period of significance (1890 to 1959) have been classified as "non-historic" and, therefore, noncontributing. 
Historic-age homes that have been determined to be noncontributing properties generally lack integrity of materials, 
design or workmanship. In the summary of survey data (Table 1), notes and justifications for noncontributing homes are 
limited to the following: 

• Non-original materials: changes to one or more character-defining element that substantially alters the historic 
appearance. Example include non-original and non-compatible siding, windows, and roofing material 

• Substantial alteration: an alteration visible from the public street that removes or significantly changes the 
character-defining features of the residence. Examples include alteration of roofline or roof pitch (for example, 
adding a phched roof to a home that historically had a flat roof), changes in primary entry sequence, and changes 
in fenestration pattems. 

• Substantial addition: an addition, visible from the public street, which substantially alters the historic appearance 
of the home. These are often out of scale, or obscure the character-defining features of the property, or are 
indistinguishable from, and therefore misrepresentative of, historic fabric. 

Guidelines published by the National Park Service in the National Register Bulletin: How To Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation state that location of a property aids in recapturing a sense of historic events and helps us to 
understand the importance of a given resource, tn genereal, propoerties that have been moved from their original location 
are consered noncontributing resoureces within a historic district. However, in the case of Castle Heights, three residences 
were moved into the district in an effort to fully develop the neighborhood during the 1920s and 1930s. All three of these 
homes were constmcted in Waco, and at least two of them were believed to be originally located nearby on Austin 
Avenue. All three homes are compatible whh the scale, composition, and architectural range seen in Castle Heights, and 
all are appropriately sited and compliment the lot to which they were moved. The house 3407 Austin (Property #13) was 
constmcted in 1909, and moved into Castle Heighs in 1924; 3723 Chateau (Property #133) was constmcted in 1911, and 
moved into Castle Heights in 1930. Both were remodeled after relocation; in both of these circumstances, the relocation 
and the alterations occurred during the period of significance. Because these homes are consistent with the hsitoric 
character of the district, and because their move into the neighborhood was part of the general development plan, these 
two home are considered contributing resources. A third property, 3311 Castle (Property #69), was constmced in 1888 
and was moved into Castle Heights by 1941 (the date when it first appears on the Sanbom Fire Insurance Map).''' 
According to information gathered as part of the volunteer survey effort, this house may have been moved into the district 
as early as 1935.'̂  While this too could be considered a con|tributing resource according to the methodology stated 
above, the house has sufferetĵ d from sustantial modifications. These include an apparent alteration of the original plan and 

'•* Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps, 1926, and Sept 1950. Vol. 2 Sheets 316 and 318. 
'"̂  Castle Heights Survey Files, on file at Texas Historical Commission, Austin, Texas. 
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configuration (which may have been a vemacular design with Queen Anne inflections), the application of non-historic 
brick siding, and the addition of metal columns on the front fa9ade. This house is considered noncontributing for its lack 
of integrity of design and materials. 

Conclusion 

Developed as an affluent Waco neighborhood in the 1920s, with continuous development through the late 1950s, the 
Castle Heights Historic District retains an eclectic mix of early to mid-twentieth century homes. The district is 
exclusively residential with very few homes that post-date the period of significance. Character defining features of the 
original suburban style plat are still intact, including traffic circles and curvilinear streets. The homes themselves have 
been well preserved, and alterations have been executed in a way that does not detract from the original design intent. The 
majority, or 89 %, of homes within the district date to the period of significance (1890-1959), and 79% of all resources are 
contributing to the district (see Map 2). The Castle Heights Historic District as a whole retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

Table 1: Historic Resource Survey Data 

C= Contributing / NC = Noncontributing 

Property Street 
# 

Street Style / Description Date Status Integrity 

2 3205 Austin Spanish Eclectic 1919 C 
2a 3205 Austin Garage/Pool House cl920 C 
3 3207 Austin Ranch 1953 c 
4 3211 Austin Colonial Revival 1922 c 
4a 3211 Austin Garage 1922 c 
8 3300 Austin Gothic Revival 1890/1913 c 
8a 3300 Austin Outbuilding 1913 c 
8b 3300 Austin Outbuilding 1913 c 
9 3301 Austin Spanish Eclectic 1926 c 
9a 3301 Austin Outbuilding 1935 c 
10 3315 Austin Colonial Revival 1928 c 
10a 3315 Austin Garage & Apt 1928 c 
11 3324 Austin Colonial Revival -Dutch 1917 c 
11a 3324 Austin Garage 1975 NC non-historic 

12 3400 Austin Ranch 1957 c 
13 3407 Austin Spanish Eclectic 1911 

moved 1924 
c 

14 3408 Austin Ranch-Split Level 1947 c 
15 3415 Austin Ranch-Colonial 195 1 c 
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Property Street 
# 

Street Style / Description Date Status Integrity 

15a 3415 Austin Garage/Carport C1951 C 

16 3416 Austin Ranch-Colonial 1952 C 
16a 3416 Austin Garage 1952 c 
17 3424 Austin Ranch 1956 c 
18 3425 Austin Ranch 1949 c 
18a 3425 Austin Garage 1949 c 
19 3426 Austin Ranch 1959 non-original 

materials, addition 

19a 3426 Austin Garage 1 959 c 
20 3429 Austin Tudor Revival 1915 c 
20a 3429 Austin Garage 1940 c 
21 3500 Austin Ranch 1955 c 
22 3501 Austin Contemporary/Neoeclectic 1960 NC non-historic 

23 3509 Austm Ranch 1 949 C 

23a 3509 Austin Garage 1949 c 
24 3512 Austin Ranch 1953 c 
25 3515 Austin Ranch-Colonial 1965 NC non-historic 

26 3520 Austin Ranch 1955 c 
27 3527 Austin Colonial Revival 1939 

27a 3527 Austin Garage cl939 c 
28 3528 Austin Ranch 1950 c 
29 3600 Austin Ranch 1949 c 
30 3601 Austin Spanish Eclectic 1934 c 
31 3603 Austin Ranch 1953 

32 3605 Austin Tudor Revival 1940 c 
33 3606 Austin Ranch 1952 NC N alterations 

33a 3606 Austin Garage 1952 c 
34 3609 Austin Ranch 1956 c 
35 3612 Austin Ranch 1968 NC non-historic 

36 3700 Austin Ranch 1970 NC non-historic 

37 3701 Austin Ranch 1969 NC non-historic 

38 3710 Austm Ranch 1976 NC non-historic 

39 3718 Austm Ranch 1962 NC non-historic 
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Property Street 
# 

Street Style / Description Date Status Integrity 

39a 3718 Austin Garage 1962 NC non-historic 

39b 3718 Austin Outbuilding 2000 NC non-historic 

40 3721 Austin Tudor Revival 1929 C 
40a 3721 Austin Garage 1929 c 
41 3725 Austin Ranch 1958 c 
42 3730 Austin Ranch 1962 NC non-historic 

43 3801 Austin Ranch-Colonial 1950 c 
44 3817 Austin Ranch-Colonial 1951 c 
44a 3817 Austin Garage 1986 NC non-historic 

45 3416 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1939 c 
46 3424 Carondolet Ranch 1948 c 
46a 3424 Carondolet Garage cl948 c 
47 3501 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1984 NC non-historic 

48 3503 Carondolet Tudor Revival 1937 c 
49 3505 Carondolet Tudor Revival 1930 c 
50 3511 Carondolet Ranch 1959 c 
50a 3511 Carondolet Garage cl959 c 
51 3524 Carondolet Ranch 1947 NC substantial 

alterations 
52 3525 Carondolet Colonial Revival 1935 c 
53 3526 Carondolet Ranch 1948 c 
54 121 Castle Colonial Revival 1936 NC non-original 

materials, addition 

54a 121 Castle Garage 1936 c 
55 125 Castle Minimal Traditional 1949 c 
56 200 Castle Tudor Revival 1926 c 
57 201 Castle Ranch 1951 NC non-original 

materials 
58 205 Castle Colonial Revival 1948 C 
58a 205 Castle Garage 1948 C 
59 207 Castle Ranch 1947 C 
60 208 Castle Tudor Revival 1937 C 
61 209 Castle Contemporary/Neoeclectic 1951 NC substantial 

alterations 
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Property Street 
# 

Street Style / Description Date Status Integrity 

62 215 Castle Contemporary/Neoeclectic 1974 NC non-historic 

62a 215 Castle Garage 1974 NC non-historic 

64 3301 Castle Ranch 1948 C 

65 3303 Castle Colonial Revival 1958 c 
66 3304 Castle Monterey 1940 c 
67 3305 Castle Ranch-Colonial 1947 c 
67a 3305 Castle Garage 1940 c 
68 3308 Castle Ranch 1949 c 
69 3311 Castle Colonial Revival 1888 

moved 1935 
NC non-original 

materials 
69a 3311 Castle Garage 1935 c 
70 3312 Castle Ranch-Colonial 1951 c 
70a 3312 Castle Garage 1951 c 
71 3317 Castle Colonial Revival 1955 c 
71a 3317 Castle Garage 1955 c 
72 3320 Castle Ranch 1950 c 
73 3333 Castle Ranch-Colonial 1940 c 
73a 3333 Castle Garage 1940 c 
74 3417 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 c 
74a 3417 Castle Garage 1939 

75 3423 Castle Colonial Revival 1940 c 
5̂a 3423 Castle Garage 1940 c 

76 3425 Castle Tudor Revival 1939 c 
76a 3425 Castle Garage 1939 c 
77 3426 Castle Colonial Revival 1942 c 
77a 3426 Castle Garage & Apt 1942 c 
78 3501 Castle Ranch 1954 c 
78a 3501 Castle Garage 1954 c 
79 3505 Castle Monterey 1941 c 
80 3508 Castle Ranch-Colonial 1950 c 
81 3515 Castle Ranch 1951 c 
82 3621 Castle Ranch 1950 c 
83 3623 Castle Tudor Revival 1934 c 
84 3624 Castle Colonial Revival 1945 c 
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Property Street 
# 

Street Style / Description Date Status Integrity 

85 3625 Castle Colonial Revival 1938 C 

85a 3625 Castle Garage 1938 C 

86 3626 Castle Colonial Revival 1941 c 
86a 3626 Castle Garage 1941 NC non-original 

materials, 
alterations 

87 3700 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 c 
87a 3700 Castle Garage & Apt 1938 c 
88 3701 Castle Ranch-Colonial 1953 c 
89 3702 Castle Contemporary/Neoeclectic 1971 NC non-historic 

89a 3702 Castle Garage 1971 NC non-historic 

90 3704 Castle Colonial Revival 1940 c 
90a 3704 Castle Garage 1940 c 
91 3705 Castle Ranch 1949 c 
92 3706 Castle Tudor Revival 1930 NC substantial 

alterations 
92a 3706 Castle Garage 1930 c 
94 3724 Castle Ranch 1952 c 
95 3725 Castle Colonial Revival 1932 c 
96 3801 Castle Colonial Revival 1938 c 
97 3804 Castle Colonial Revival 1932 c 
97a 3804 Castle Garage 1932 c 
98 3805 Castle Colonial Revival 1939 c 
99 3808 Castle Colonial Revival 1931 c 
99a 3808 Castle Carriage House & Apt 1932 c 
100 3816 Castle Ranch 1974 NC non-historic 

101 3820 Castle Ranch 1952 c 
102 3825 Castle Ranch 1958 NC non-original 

materials 
102a 3825 Castle Garage 1958 c 
103 3829 Castle Ranch 1950 c 
104 3400 Chateau Colonial Revival 1931 c 
105 3401 Chateau Minimal Traditional 1948 NC substantial 

alterations 
l()5a 3401 Chateau apartment 1948 NC substantial 

alterations 
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105b 3401 Chateau Garage cl970 NC non-historic 

106 3404 Chateau Minimal Traditional 1955 C 

106a 3404 Chateau Garage 1955 c 
107 3407 Chateau Ranch 1948 NC non-original 

materials 
108 3410 Chateau Tudor Revival 1926 c 
108a 3410 Chateau Garage 1926 c 
109 3411 Chateau Colonial Revival 1928 c 
109a 3411 Chateau Garage 1928 c 
110 3413 Chateau Colonial Revival 1994 NC non-historic 

111 3415 Chateau Tudor Revival 1926 NC substantial 
alterations 

112 3416 Chateau Mixed 1946 c 
112a 3416 Chateau Garage 1946 c 
1 13 3420 Chateau Tudor Revival 1928 NC non-original 

materials, 
substantial 
alterations, 
additions 

113a 3420 Chateau Garage 2000 NC non-historic 

114 3434 Chateau Tudor Revival 1930 c 
115 3500 Chateau Ranch-Colonial 1950 c 
115a 3500 Chateau Garage 1950 c 
116 3501 Chateau Colonial Revival-French 1938 c 
116a 3501 Chateau Garage 1938 c 
117 3508 Chateau Ranch 1950 c 
118 3524 Chateau Colonial Revival 1939 c 
118a 3524 Chateau Garage 1939 c 
119 3525 Chateau Colonial Revival 1939 c 
119a 3525 Chateau Garage 1939 c 
120 3600 Chateau Colonial Revival 1940 c 
121 3601 Chateau Ranch-Colonial 1983 NC non-historic 

122 3603 Chateau Colonial Revival 1935 

122a 3603 Chateau Garage 1935 c 
123 3605 Chateau Colonial Revival 1935 c 
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123a 3605 Chateau Garage cl935 C 

124 3609 Chateau Minimal Traditional 1948 NC substantial 
additions 

125 3611 Chateau Ranch 1948 

126 3620 Chateau Ranch 1947 c 
126a 3620 Chateau Garage 1947 c 
127 3630 Chateau Minimal Traditional 1941 c 
128 3700 Chateau Monterey 1939 c 
128a 3700 Chateau Garage cl939 c 
129 3701 Chateau Tudor Revival 1948 c 
129a 3701 Chateau Garage cl948 c 
130 3704 Chateau Mixed 1940 c 
1 30a 3704 Chateau Garage c2000 NC non-historic 

131 3706 Chateau Ranch 1950 c 
131a 3706 Chateau Garage 1950 c 
132 3722 Chateau Tudor Revival 1930 c 
133 3723 Chateau Mixed 1911 

moved 1930 
c 

133a 3723 Chateau Outbuilding 2000 NC non-historic 

134 3724 Chateau Spanish Eclectic 1930 c 
134a 3724 Chateau Outbuilding 2000 NC non-historic 

135 38()(.) Chateau Ranch 1947 

135a 3800 Chateau Garage 1947 c 
136 3801 Chateau Colonial Revival 1951 c 
137 3820 Chateau Colonial Revival 1939 c 
137a 3820 Chateau greenhouse cl950 c 
137b 3820 Chateau Guest House cl950 c 
138 3821 Chateau Monterey 1946 c 
138a 3821 Chateau Garage 1946 c 
138b 3821 Chateau Outbuilding 2000 NC non-historic 

139 3824 Chateau Ranch 1950 c 
139a 3824 Chateau Carport & Shed c2000 NC non-historic 

140 3825 Chateau Ranch-Colonial 1950 c 
140a 3825 Chateau Garage 1950 c 
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141 3828 Chateau Ranch 1954 C 

142 3831 Chateau Ranch 1949 c 
143 3609 Herwol Ranch 1952 c 
144 3700 Herwol Colonial Revival 1940 c 
144a 3700 Herwol Garage cl940 c 
145 3701 Herwol Colonial Revival 1937 c 
145a 3701 Herwol Garage 1937 c 
146 3717 Herwol Minimal Traditional 1949 c 
146a 3717 Herwol Garage 1949 c 
147 3718 Herwol Tudor Revival 1936 c 
147a 3718 Herwol Garage 2000 NC non-historic 

148 3720 Herwol Colonial Revival 1934 c 
148a 3720 Herwol Garage & Apt 1988 NC non-historic 

149 3721 Herwol Tudor Revival 1938 c 
150 3723 Herwol Minimal Traditional 1947 c 
150a 3723 Herwol Garage 1947 c 
151 3725 Herwol Minimal Traditional 1947 c 
151a 3725 Herwol Garage 1947 c 
152 3727 Herwol Colonial Revival 1938 c 
153 3800 Herwol Ranch 1948 c 
153a 3800 Herwol Outbuilding 2000 NC non-historic 

154 3801 Herwol Ranch 194 S c 
155 3805 Herwol Ranch 1949 c 
156 3818 Herwol Colonial Revival 1936 c 
156a 3818 Herwol Garage 1936 c 
157 3820 Herwol Ranch 1972 NC non-historic 

158 3824 Herwol Minimal Traditional 1951 c 
159 3825 Herwol Colonial Revival -Dutch 1936 

159a 3825 Herwol Garage 1936 c 
160 3829 Herwol Minimal Traditional 1950 c 
160a 3829 Herwol Garage 1950 c 
161 201 N. 38'" St Colonial Revival 1933 c 
161a 201 N. 38"' St Outbuilding 1935 c 
163 3800 Austin Ranch-Colonial 1961 NC non-historic 
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164 3812 Austin Ranch 1960 NC non-historic 

165 3820 Austin Ranch 1969 NC non-historic 

166 3830 Austin Ranch 1956 C 

167 3836 Austin Ranch 1950 c 
168 3840 Austin Ranch 1950 c 
169 3844 Austin Ranch 1953 c 
170 3848 Austin Ranch cl950 c 
171 3852 Austin Minimal Traditional 1951 c 
172 3841 Austin Ranch 1953 c 
173 3833 Austin Minimal Traditional 1950 c 
173a 3833 Austin Garage 1950 c 
174 3829 Austin Minimal Traditional cl940 c 
174a 3829 Austin Garage cl940 c 
175 3825 Austin Minimal Traditional 1950 NC non-original 

materials 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA 

X A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 

PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST. 

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION 

OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUES, OR REPRESENTS A 

SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: ARCHITECTURE, COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1890-1959 

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1923 

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A 

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A 

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: See Confinuation Sheet 8-41 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (see continuation sheets 8-26 through 8-53). 

9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C REFERENCES 

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation sheets 9-54 through 9-55). 
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA: 

X State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission) 
_ Other state agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local govemment 
_ University 
_ Other ~ Specify Repository: 
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The Castle Heights Historic District is an early automobile suburb containing an intact mix of early- to mid-twentieth 
century homes. Platted on the outskirts of Waco in 1923 when the local economy was booming and automobile 
ownership was on the rise. Castle Heights styled hself as an exclusive suburban community with curving streets, large lots 
and deed restrictions ensuring the quality of future development. Waco's elite began constructing large-scale revival style 
homes in the new neighborhood. The Great Depression slowed, but did not halt, new development. The 1930s saw the 
addhion of many examples of Colonial Revival homes. With a little under half of homes complete, constmction came to a 
hah for a brief period during World War II. During the post-war housing boom, the neighborhood filled out, and new 
homes erected predominantly in the Ranch Style. 

Castle Heights, developed between the late 1920s and the late 1950s, represents housing trends shaped by significant 
events and architectural tastes of the first half of the twentieth century. The Depression and World War II played a 
significant role in extending the period of active development in the neighborhood to over thirty years, the resuh of which 
is intermingling of architectural styles and scale common to both pre- and post-war suburban residential development. 
The early automobile suburb and the post-war suburb are important phases in national suburbanization trends represented 
at the local level by Castle Heights. The Castle Heights Historic District is nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Crherion A for Community Planning and Development as an excellent local example of early- to mid-
twentieth century suburban residential development. It is also nominated under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as 
an intact representative of early to mid-twentieth century popular housing styles. 

Setting 

Waco is located in McLennan County, Texas, and serves as the county seat. The chy, whh an estimated population of 
113, 726, was founded in 1849 and now encompasses one hundred square miles."' Waco is located at the confluence of 
the Brazos and Bosque Rivers. The town has long been a transportation hub of the area, and links included Interstate 
Highway 35, United States Highways 84 and 77, State Highway 6. Waco is also serviced by the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
and the St. Louis Southwestem Railroad.'^ Waco, like many towns plaUed in the mid-nineteenth century, was laid out 
according to a recfilinear grid system. The town grid was laid adjacent to the Brazos River, which mns northwest-
southeast. The regular street grid stretches outward from the river, though streets become irregular and curvilinear as the 
chy unfolds toward Lake Waco (Map 1). The Castle Heights Historic District is located approximately three miles south 
of the historic commercial center of Waco, and is flanked by commerical areas on two of its four borders. Castle Heights 
encompassess one of the most cohesive and intact residential sections of the community, and is characterized primarily by 
its curvilinear streets and range of archhecturally significant homes. 

General Development of Waco 

Waco was constmcted on the site of an ancient agricultural village inhabited by the Waco Native American Tribe, a 
member (along with the neighboring Tehuacana tribe) of what ethnologists have termed the Caddoan Confederacy. The 
Wacos were forced to abandon their settlement in 1830, when a group of warring Cherokees moved into the area.' In 
1832, when this portion of Texas was under Mexican control, the State of Coahuila and Texas granted Thomas Jefferson 

City of Waco, "Basic Waco Facts." Published online at http://www.waco-texas.com/wacofacts.htm 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
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Chambers one of the first empressario land grants in the area in compensation for his work." Chambers' grant remained 
virtually unsettled. Five years late, in 1837, a group of Texas Rangers established an outpost and first whhe settlement in 
the area at Fort Fisher; however, this area was quickly abandoned. Despite these early forays, Anglo settlement of this 
was delayed for nearly a decade. In 1844, Connecticut-bom George Bamard traversed the Brazos River and established 
the Torrey Trading Post No. 2 near Tehuacana Creek, about eight miles west of present day downtown Waco.̂ ' In 1845, 
Neil McLerman, a Scottish settler whh a homestead near present day Rosebud, Texas (a former part of Robertson's 
Colony), exchanged his land for a parcel near the Bosque River. McLeiman, who had surveyed this area as early as 1837 
or 1837 with George Erath, erected one of the first homes in the area. When McLerman County was formed in 1850, it 
was named for him. 

With only a few settlers in the vicinity by 1848, land speculators began to see the prospects of developing a new town. 
Chambers was convinced to sell portions of his land, including the future town site of Waco, to land agents John Sydnor 
of Galveston and Jacob De Cordova. George Erath, who had been stationed at the short-lived Fort Fisher and was one of 
De Cordova's surveyors, encouraged the land agents to place a new townsite on the location of the former Native 
American settlement. They agreed, and Erath laid out the first block of the new town of Waco Village in March 1849. 
Town lots were sold for five dollars each, with farming lots sold separately for two to three dollars each.̂  

Shortly after Texas became a state, McLennan County was created; inl 850, DeCordova and his investors donated land to 
support public infrastmcture. Waco Village was named the county seat, and the first county courthouse was erected in that 
year. Throughout the 1850s, DeCordova encouraged settlers to move to Waco Village, including Shapley P. Ross, a noted 
Texas Ranger, who built the town's first hotel and became the first postmaster.̂ ' By 1852, Waco Village had two 
churches (Baptist and Methodist), a hotel, a newspaper (the Waco Era, published by George Lambdin), postal service, and 
ferry service across the Brazos. In 1856, by an Act of the Texas Legislature, Waco Village was officially incorporated as 
the Town of Waco. The first courthouse was replaced by a new building in that same year. The town continued to grow 
and prosper, in part due to the rise of agriculture and lucrative cotton cultivation. By 1859, Waco's population numbered 
749.'* 

By the 1860s, Waco had become dependent on the plantation economy of the south. Many of the city's residents had a 
vested interested in the imbedded system of the cotton business, including the use and exploitation of slaves. By 1865, 
there were at least 2,000 slaves in McLennan County. As tensions between the North and South United States began to 
grow, and as the Civil War empted, many in the Waco community supported the Southem cause. Waco voted along with 

Chambers, a lawyer and land speculator from Virginia, had lived in Mexico (and eventually became a naturalized citizen), where he 
taught English, served as a translator, and became a certified land surveyor. He became acquainted with Vice Govemor Victor Blanco, 
and in 1829 became the survey general of Texas. He was responsible for surveying many areas of east Texas, and held grants in 
several eastem counties and land in north Texas (then outside of the Mexican purview). See "Thomas Jefferson Chambers," The 
Handbook of Texas Online, Oct 2008 <http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
°̂ W.R. Poage, McLennan County —Before 1980 (Waco: Texian Press, 1981): 80. 
Torrey Trading Post No. 1 had been established by the Torrey Brothers, a Houston company, in New Braunfels. Poage, 44. 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
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the state of Texas to secede from the Union, and provided seventeen companies of approximately 2,200 soldiers to the 
Confederate Army. Six Wacoans eventually rose to the rank of General.̂ ^ 

The region's cotton industry faltered during and after the Civil War, due in part to emancipation and a severe drop in 
agricultural prices. By 1868, the economy had shifted, and cattle became a large source of area income. Waco was 
conveniently located on a spur of the Chisholm Trail on the way to markets in Kansas and Missouri, and thus found itself 
in proximity to the booming cattle trade of the late nineteenth century. Particularly important in Waco was the practice of 
breeding free-roaming longhom cattle with European breeds. 

Waco's economy began to grow rapidly toward the close of the Reconstmction era. After 1870, Waco grew into a major 
commercial and transportation center, due in part to the constmction of a suspension bridge in 1870. The Waco 
Suspension Bridge (NR 1970) was the first permanent bridge across the Brazos River, and, when h was completed was 
the longest single span suspension bridge in the world.^* Waco, reincorporated as the City of Waco in 1871, soon became 
a center of trade, agriculture and industry; growth was particularly encouraged by the constmction of the Waco and 
Northwestem Railroad in 1871. This first line was quickly followed by the St. Louis and Southwestem, and the Missouri, 
Kansas and Texas in the 1880s. With three railways converging at Waco, the city became an important transportation and 
distribution center for central Texas.̂ ^ By the mid-1880s, Waco was a rapidly growing agricultural and industrial city.̂ ^ 

By the 1880s, cotton prices began to recover and more and more land came under cotton cultivation, by the tum of the 
century McLennan County was producing an average of 100,000 bales a year (compared to their pre-war productivity of 
2320 bales in 1860).̂ ' Cotton dominated the local economy from the 1890s into the early twentieth century. The Cotton 
Palace Exposition became an annual event in 1910 celebrating the regions cotton industry. The exposition became a 
major entertainment and social event in Texas each fall, second only to the State Fair of Texas in attendance.'"' 

By 1880, Waco's population was estimated at 3,000 people; by 1900, the population had expanded to 20,686, and the city 
was the sixth largest in Texas." With such a rapidly expanding population, new homes were desperately needed, in 1900 
alone, 1,300 new residences were buih. The city launched a number of public improvement projects to support its urban 
transformation, including a series of public parks, street paving and a public transportation system, which operated twenty 
electric trolleys by 1901.̂ ^ An electric intemrban railway began service to Dallas in 1913.'*'' 

As Waco became an established commercial center with a substantial urban population, it became an attractive location 
for educational institutions. Several colleges were founded in Waco at the end of the nineteenth century, eaming the city 

Roger N. Conger, "Waco, Texas," in The New Handbook of Texas, ed., Tyler, Ronnie (Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 
1996). 

"Waco Suspension Bridge" in Texas Historical Commission Historic Sites Atlas, Sept 2008 http://atlas.thc.state.tx.us/shell-
county.htm 

Dayton Kelley, ed.. Handbook of Waco and McLennan Co (Waco: Texian Press 1972): 181. 
Ibid. 
Poage, 114 
Ibid, 122. 

'\ Ibid. 
^' Electric trolleys were replaced with busses in the 1930s. 

Ibid. 
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the moniker, the "Athens of Texas."̂ '̂* Among the first schools to be founded was The Waco Classical School in 1860, 
which became Waco Univershy in 1861. In 1886, Baylor Univershy relocated to Waco from Independence, and merged 
with Waco University. Two colleges were founded for African Americans: Paul Quinn College in 1881, and Central 
Texas College in 1903. Waco Female College was founded in 1856, and later sold its facilities to Add-Ran College in 
1895, which became Texas Christian University in 1902 and moved to Fort Worth in 1910. " 

Cotton remained a foundation of Waco's economy, but the city continued to grow as an industrial center. At the tum of 
the century, Waco had plants producing among other things, sewing machines, mattresses, candy, machinery, hats, mops 
and brooms and coffins.'* Circle A, founded 1891, produced Waco's most famous drink. Dr. Pepper." In 1910, The 
Amicable Life Insurance Company (ALICO) was founded and the following year constmcted hs headquarters which still 
stands at the comer of Fifth Street and Austin. The twenty-two story building claimed the title of the tallest building in 
the state of Texas when it was completed in 1911. '* In 1929, The Borden Company established a milk plant, and milk 
production and milk processing became an important coinponent of the economy. '̂  

During World War I , Camp MacArthur, an infantry training base was established northwest of Waco. The camp operated 
from July 1917 to March 1919. It covered more than 10,000 acres and housed 35,000 troops. When h closed, many 
troops choose to remain, and the land became part of the chy of Waco. 

The decade of the 1920s was one of prosperity for Waco, as it was for many cities throughout the state and the nation. The 
economy continued to expand, and by the end of the decade, the population had increased from 20,686 in 1900 to 53,848 
by 1930."*" In this decade, the shift from a mral agricultural economy to an urban industrial economy began to impact the 
social and cultural stmcture of the city. By the mid-1920s, an African American middle class had developed in Waco. The 
town became the center of racial strife, and had an active Ku Klux Klan presence. By 1923, mobs of Klansmen had been 
responsible for lynchings and bumings, and as an "organization," boycotted any local businesses that did not support its 
cause. It has been claimed that in this era, "the Klan "controlled every office in the city."^' 

The close of the 1920s was marked by the onset of the Depression in October 1929. Prices for cotton and other 
agricultural products upon which Waco's economy depended fell, and the local economy slowed. Many businesses were 
forced to lay off workers, and to eventually suspend business altogether. In the turmoil of the 1930s, city infrastmcture 
suffered to some degree; for example, the city's trolley system failed, though it was eventually replaced by a more 
"modem" urban bus system. As unemployment rose, the town seemed to cmmble; even The Cotton Palace Fair, a local 
symbol of prosperity, closed its doors. Nonetheless, Waco saw a slight population increase during the 1930s, and the 
economy was boosted by govemment intervention. New Deal-related programs provided stimuli to the local economy, as 
Baylor University became the she of a National Youth Administration training program. The Works Progress 

'" Kelley, 181. 
Ibid., 148. 

"̂ Îbid.,181 
" Dr. Pepper was invented in 1885 and originally produced in Waco; the headquarters of Dr. Pepper moved to Dallas in 1923. 
http://www.drpeppermuseum.com/About-Us/History-Of-Dr—Pepper.aspx 

Kelley, 181. 
" Poage, 214. 

Ibid. 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
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Administration set up a Waco office, and funded the constmction of University High School. The city also became a 
distribution center for the federal governments' surplus commodities programs."*" 

As was the case in many towns and cities around the United States, the country's entry in World War II invigorated a 
exhausted Depression-era economy. Waco, at the heart of a fertile agricultural belt, once again began to rely on cotton and 
cotton-based products. The military had a growing need for cots, tents, bedding, and other products; by 1942, Waco was a 
leading supplier. War plants and military bases also sprang up in the area, as The Bluebonnet Ordinance Plant was opened 
in nearby MacGregor, and the Waco Army Flying School and Connally Air Force Base re-established a military presence 
in Waco that had not been seen since the demise of Camp McArthur.''^ Before the end of World War II , two new 
manufacturing plants were built in Waco. In 1943 Owens-Illinois established a glass factory, and in 1945 The General 
Tire and Rubber Plant was located in Waco. It was the first major tire factory in the southwest and became the largest 
industrial plant the city for the next several decades.'*'' Though military work declined and many military facilities closed 
at the end of the war, Waco continued to grow its industrial economy aided in part by infrastmctural improvements of the 
1940s. When the Bluebonnet Ordinance Plant finally closed, private industries moved in and by 1952, the vacant plant 
had become an Air Force research facility. By 1950, over 250 factories were operating in Waco. "*' 

Just before the war, in 1940, the population in Waco had been 55,982; by 1952 this had again increased by almost 50%, to 
reach approximately 84,300 in only one decade. This rapid increase in population, directly tied to the increase in war 
factory workers and military personnel, created shortage in housing. The War Manpower Commission found in 
November 1943 only four vacant apartments in the chy of Waco."̂  As war-time building restrictions were finally lifted in 
late 1945, real estate developers responded to the growing housing crisis by erecting new suburban developments, and 
building on vacant lots in existing neighborhoods. 

On May 11, 1953, disaster stmck Waco. At 4:40 p.m., a tomado demolished a large portion of the downtown commercial 
area, taking with it 114 lives. Many historic buildings were destroyed, including the original town square and numerous 
nearby homes. More than 196 buildings were destroyed in the storm, and another 396 were damaged beyond repair and 
subsequently torn down. The devastation of downtown businesses accelerated an urban decline seen in many American 
cities in the 1950s and 1960s, particularly as shoppers abandoned downtown for newly-constmcted, modemized suburban 
shopping centers. In 1958 the Waco Urban Renewal Project began fuimeling money into clearing areas of "blight" and 
bringing new constmction back to the historic core.'*'' Still, as Waco's public schools were integrated in the 1960s, "white 
flighf further contributed to the decline of the historic urban core."*̂  Efforts such as the 1967 "Model Chies" program 
attempted to counter major changes such as the closure of Connally Air Force Base, and the erection of shopping malls 
outside of the urban core. Even today, open areas and vacant lots are present in downtown Waco, underscoring lasting 
change to the physical and social stmcture of the town, exacerbated by the severity of the tomado that stmck more than 
fifty years ago. 

42 , 

Ibid. 
Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 

Poage, 216. 
Kelley, 182. 

" Ibid. 
"Waco, Texas," The Handbook of Texas Online, Aug 2008 < http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/> 
Ibid, 
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Waco's growth after World War II was concentrated in the area south and west of downtown. This was particularly tme 
of residential development, and after the 1953 tomado, became tme for commercial development as well. As businesses 
moved out of the historic core of town, the character of the city changed. Waco's first shopping mall, the Lake Air 
Shopping Center, opened in 1963 a few miles west of Castle Heights. Before that, the only commercial area outside of 
the downtown had been the stretch of Franklin Avenue near Castle Heights.'*'̂  Castle Heights, which was predominantly 
mral when it was platted in 1923, became a close-in suburb as Waco expanded west after the war. 

In the 1970s Waco ranked fourteenth in population statewide but ninth in industry.̂  The economy slowed in the 1980s 
and 1990s, but the population stih grew slightly, from 101,216 in 1980 to 103,216 in 1990.̂ ' The city has worked to 
attract tourist dollars with the addition of the Texas Ranger Museum in 1976, the Dr. Pepper Museum in 1988 and a Zoo 
and Texas Sports Hall of Fame in the 1990s. Baylor University maintains an important presence in the city with a student 
population of 14,000.'̂  Today the chy of Waco has a population of 113,726, and the metropolian area population has 
reached approximately 213,517.'"* 

Castle Heights in Context: Early Automobile Suburbs 

America's historic suburban communities can be classified by the type of transportation that enabled people to move 
outside of the urban core. Residents of the first suburbs in the United States depended on public transportation, such as 
horse car, rail, or streetcar; as a result, early suburbs were often close in to town, and compactly planned to maximize 
proximity to transportation. In the first decades of the twentieth century, as automobile ownership increased, a new kind 
of suburb emerged that was no longer tied to publicly accessible transport. By the 1920s, the automobile suburb was 
bom.'' 

Henry Ford introduced the model-T in 1908 and began mass-production of this car by 1910. Ford's efficient 
manufacturing process allowed for lower cost products, and automobile ownership soon became a possibility for vast 
numbers of Americans. What had previously been a luxury for only the very affluent came within reach of many middle-
class Americans. Privately-owned transportation broadened and revolutionized access to new residential developments, 
goods, services, cultural and leisure destinations. Automobile ownership increased exponentially between the tum of the 
century and the onset of the Great Depression in 1929. There were 8,000 cars on the road in 1900, approximately 500,000 
cars were in operation in 1910, 9.25 million by 1920, and by 1930 the number rose to 27 million.'^ The development 
implications were equally dramatic: outlying suburban areas not coimected to the urban core by public transportation were 
suddenly within commuting distance. 

American's desire for suburban living had its roots in these early decades of the twentieth century; home ownership was a 
dream that came to fmition on a mass scale in the late 1940s. In a period of rapid industrialization and corresponding 
congestion, noise and crime, the suburbs became an escape from the dirty, crowded city. Seen as healthful, even more 

Poage, 231. 
"̂ Poage, 214. 

';ibid. 
" Baylor University, September 23, 2008, http://www.baylor.edu/about/ 
" City of Waco, "Waco Facts." September 23, 2008 http://www.waco-texas.com/wacofacts.htm 

David L. Ames and Linda Flint McClelland, National Register Bulletin: Historic Residential Suburbs (Washington: U.S. 
Department of the Interior and NPS, 2002): 21. 
" Ibid. 22 
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morally virtuous than the city, suburbs were designed to provide the amenities of mral living within commuting distance 
of the city. The picturesque suburb, defined by free-form curvilinear streets and generous lots, was popularized by 
landscape archhect Frederick Law Olmsted. Borrowing from Andrew Jackson Downing's writings on mral landscapes 
and architecture, Olmstead platted Riverside (outside of Chicago) as one of the nation's first suburbs in 1869. Riverside 
was based on Olmstead's three design requirements; these became the standard for subdivision design for decades to 
come. The first requirement was for mature trees, large lawns and variations in topography. The second required curving 
roads to follow natural topography. The third and final specification called for irregular lot shapes to break from the 
gridiron plans of the typical American city. Olmstead, partnered with Calvert Vaux, also applied a number of restrictions 
to the development of Riverside. For example, they introduced requirements for homes to be set back at least thirty feet 
from the public street, and specified minimum dollar amounts for cost of constmction.'* These set-back standards and 
other restrictions were designed to maintain the character of the neighborhood and ensure property values and became 
standards in suburban development as cities across the country stretched outward throughout the twentieth century. 

A second and perhaps more influential trend in suburban development occurred in the decades that immediately followed 
World War II. A nationwide housing crisis, combined with economic prosperity and newly-available financing systems, 
produced a period of unprecedented building and suburbanization. Because few new homes were constmcted during the 
Depression and war-time govemment restrictions curtailed new housing starts between 1942 and 1945, by late 1945 the 
national inventory of housing was insufficient to meet contemporary needs. In addition, over six million young military 
veterans were retuming home from war, ready to start families and armed with the ability to apply for newly created VA 
and FHA housing loans." The postwar housing boom resulted in the rapid suburbanization, facilitated by improved 
constmction techniques and improved infrastmcture. Many residential suburbs, or tract developments of mass production 
homes, spmng up on the perimeter of cities across the country. 

The Ranch house, characterized by its sprawling form, became the icon of the post-war suburb. Space was at less of a 
premium outside the urban core and homes could sprawl outward on larger lots. The informal interior spaces of the 
Ranch spoke to changing social mores and family stmctures. As automobile ownership became a necessity - and a status 
symbol — in suburban communities, the attached garage placed near the public street became standard for the suburban 
Ranch home. 

Development of Castle Heights 

The Castle Heights neighborhood developed in two distinct phases. The first phase occurred in the years between hs 
original platting in 1923 and the outbreak of World War II; during this time, the area grew as an early automobile suburb 
influenced by Olmsted's idea of a planned suburban development. The second phase occurred in the two decades 
following World War II . During this time. Castle Heights adopted a new identity as a postwar suburb filled with 
expansive ranch houses. While not designed as a postwar tract development, the half-finished pre-war suburb located near 
downtown Waco still served as a prime building location during the postwar housing boom. As such, the neighborhood is 
a combination of two important and distinct suburbanization trends. 

Historic Residential Suburbs, 39. 
Historic Residential Suburbs, 64. Passed in 1944, the Servicemen's Readjustment Act, or the Gl Bill of Rights, provided veterans 

with low interest home loans. 
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When Castle Heights was platted in 1923, it was outside of the Waco city limits and bordered agricultural fields. A few 
prominent Wacoans had already begun to build homes in the area, but the area remained sparsely populated. When Castle 
Heights began development, the new neighborhood was bounded by Austin Avenue, an important traffic artery, and 
McGregor Road (now Waco Drive).Castle Heights was not the only residential development in this part of town; 
Karem Park, also platted in the early 1920s, was located on the east side of Oriental Road from Castle Heights. Karem 
Park was less than half the size of Castle Heights, but also featured a curvilinear street design. As Waco expanded west 
and south from downtown at the tum of the century, the regular street grid remained intact; Castle Heights and Karem 
Park were the first to break from that grid. As the city continued to expand beyond Castle Heights, particularly in the 
postwar years, the rectangular street grid disappears entirely, yet Castle Heights was among the first to depart from the 
standard plat formation. Both Castle Heights and Karem Park mark the begirming of the end of the regular street grid and 
the earliest curvilinear subdivisions in Waco (Map 1). 

With the addition of a planned automobile suburb, Waco was keeping pace with other chies across the country and state. 
Comparable subdivisions were also being platted in Dallas, Amarillo, and Galveston in the 1920s. In Amarillo, Wolflin 
Place was a rectilinear subdivision platted in 1923 and adjoined by the radial plan of Wolflin Estates in 1927 (Wolflin 
Historic District NR 1992). Designed by the influential Kansas City firm of Hare and Hare during Amarillo's oil boom, 
Wolflin Estates featured architect-designed revival style homes along streets curving out from a central traffic circle.'' 
Cedar Lawn (NR 2002), Galveston's first planned residential community, was platted in 1926. Cedar Lawn was also 
designed around a central traffic island, which was circumscribed by an outer ring road bisected by two semi circles in a 
"butterfiy" pattem.̂ " In Dallas, the Greenway Parks (NR 2002) neighborhood was platted in 1927 by archhect and 
engineer David R Williams. This garden-plan suburb featured a park-like strip mnning behind the homes creating a 
common back yard. Large scale revival homes with double fronts addressed both the street and greenways hi the back. 
Greenway Parks plan consisted of seven parallel streets intersected by two curving streets.̂ ' All of these neighborhoods 
used restrictive covenants to regulate development. Designed for the city's elite, they were located a few miles outside the 
historic core; with this distance, the automobile became not just a luxury, but a necesshy. 

Casfie Heights differs from its counterparts elsewhere in Texas in that the streets were laid in a free-form curvilinear 
design as opposed to a regular or formal pattem. While Olmstead's free-form curvilinear design from which the Castle 
Heights plat evolved was popular throughout the second half of the nineteenth century, by the early twentieth century 
more formalized radial plans inspired by the City Beautiful movement were gaining popularity.̂ ^ Perhaps regressive in 
nationwide design terms, it was still rather progressive for Waco's residential planning. 

Castle Heights, 1890-1926 

The area that would become Castle Heights was first platted in 1890 as the Avenue Heights Addition to the City of Waco. 
The plat was comprised of twenty-one lots laid in a regular grid plan (Fig. 1). This plat was filed by Morton J. Smith and 
others, none of whom appear to have been involved in the subsequent planning of Castle Heights.*'' The land was never 

McGregor Road, a predominantly commercial street, had been paved in 1913 and was one of the first hard surfaced roads in the 
county. Poage, 104. 

"Wolflin Historic District," National Register of Historic Places Nomination 1992. 
^ "Cedar Lawn," National Register of Historic Places Nomination 2002. 
'̂ "Greenway Parks Historic District," National Register of Historic Places Nomination 2002. 
Historic Residential Suburbs, 41. 
McLennan County Deed Records Volume 77 page 182. 
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developed according to the 1890 plat. On Febmary 9, 1922, W.L. Wollett, president of Castle Heights Development 
Company, purchased land from J.B. Loftin and others for $15,000.00 cash and fiirther consideration of assumption of a 
$6,000.00 note.*̂  The portion conveyed was "50.976 acres of land, being Tracts 1,2, and 3 of the subdivision of the O. 
Loftin Estate, and being a part of the Avenue Heights Addition to the City of Waco, and being a part of the T.J. Chambers 
Grant in McLennan County, Texas." 

Castle Heights was planned as an exclusive neighborhood on what was then the outskirts of the city. In 1923, W.L. 
Wollett and his partner W.T. Herrick filed a plat with the city of Waco for The Castle Heights Addition. This plat 
included the first incamation of the curvilinear street design present today. Although the first plat was filed in 1923, no 
new homes were constmcted until a revised plat was filed in 1926 (Fig. 2-3).*̂  

On March 23, 1924, an advertisement for the new Castle Heights Addition appeared in the Waco Tribune (Fig. 4): 

CASTLE HEIGHTS is also ideal in that it is connected with the business center of Waco by a perfect 
and unbroken thoroughfare -Austin Avenue. Although removed from the dust and bustle of city life, 
CASTLE HEIGHTS is not lacking in modem conveniences.. .Every lot in the Addition is 'choice' 
situated on winding drives of high-grade gravel, and with every desired exposure. Then too, you can be 
assured of quality in your surroundings. Due to the restrictions, no "shack," store or filling station can be 
erected to mar the beauty of CASTLE HEIGHTS.*"' 

Wollett and Herrick likely formed the Castle Heights Development Company for the express purpose of developing this 
neighborhood. Wollett was the president of the company and held title to the land, and Herrick was the secretary. Little 
is known about either, and almost nothing is known about Wollett. William Thomas Herrick was bom in Brazos County 
in 1867. He came to Waco in 1909 and opened Herrick Hardware Company. He buih a home in Castle Heights at 3410 
Chateau (Property #108) in 1926. He later relocated to Austin in 1933 where he passed away in 1936.''̂  

There is no evidence that either man engaged in real estate development before or after the development of Castle 
Heights. It is possible that the Castle Heights venture was aided by one or more local bank executives who already owned 
homes in the area and therefore had an interest in seeing its development. Two of the homes on Austin Avenue which 
predate the district were owned by men who had been instmmental in the founding of Waco banks. J.H. Lockwood 
founded the First State Bank and Tmst Company in 1910 owned the home at the comer of Austin and Oriental (1919, 
Property #2, Fig. 10). Alfred Abeel, who helped found the Citizen's National Bank in 1884, owned The Castle (1913, 
Property #8, Fig 9-10; RTHL 1977) and the 1917 Dutch Colonial Revival home next door. Another possible financier 
was Robert Burton Dupree, who did not live in the neighborhood, but according to his entry in The Handbook of Waco 
and McLennan County, he served on the board of Herrick Hardware Company and "developed Castle Heights." The 

J.B. Loftin is not noted in the 1890 Avenue Heights Deed, so it appears the land changed hands at least once in the interim. Castle 
Heights Survey Files. 

McLennan County Deed Records, Volume 332, page 612. 
^ "Castle Heights Addition," advertisement Waco Tribune 3 March, 1924. 

"Necrology," Waco News-Tribune, 19 December, 1936. 
Poage, 218. This house was named "The Cottonland Castle" in the 1977 Registered Texas Historic Landmark nomination, but is 

more commonly and locally referred to as "The Castle.' 
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nature of his development is not specified.*''' Dupree was vice president of Central and National Bank from 1917 to 1925 
and president of Pioneer Building and Loan Association in the 1920s 70 

Castle Heights was advertised as an "opportunity to the man who has been searching for the ideal site upon which to build 
the castle of his dreams."̂ ' The name Castle Heights was inspired by a stone house with crenellated parapets completed in 
1913 and known locally as The Castle (3300 Austin, Property #8; Fig. 8-9). The Castle was begun in 1888 by stone 
mason John Tennant and completed in 1913 for prominent businessman Alfred Abeel. The Castle inspired a theme for 
the 1923 subdivision; related romantic labels were extended to the street names such as Chateau, Castle, and Carondolet 
(presumably named for the twelfth-century Flemish Castle). The name Herwol Avenue came from a combination of the 
developers' names Herrick and Wollett. 

Although The Castle served as a prominent landmark and thematic inspiration, it was not the only house to predate the 
neighborhood. There were three other existing homes on Austin Avenue when Wollett and Herrick platted the addition. 
Adjacent to The Castle, and therefore also outside of the new Castle Heights neighborhood was a Dutch Colonial revival 
house that Alfred Abeel built for his daughter in 1917 (3324 Austin, Property #11). Across from The Castle, and just east 
of the plat boundary, stood a Spanish Eclectic home constmcted in 1919 (3205 Austin, Property #2) by bank president 
J.H. Lockwood.̂ ^ A little further down Austin Avenue, an impressive brick Tudor Revival style home with decorative 
half-timbering and leaded glass windows had been completed in 1915 (3429 Austin, Property #20). The new addhion may 
have been surrounded by fields, but these prominent homes no doubt lent credibility to the new neighborhood of Castle 
Heights. 

The neighborhood lay between Austin Avenue and McGregor Road (now Waco Drive), Oriental Drive, and a hois d 'arc 
hedge delineating agricultural fields to the west. Although the boundary roads conformed to the Waco street grid, Herrick 
and Wollett chose a picturesque layout that featured curving avenues, cul-de-sacs, wide intersections with traffic circles, 
and alleys to access the rear of each property. Lots were connected to modem infrastmcture such as gas, water, electrical 
and sewer lines. 

A second plat was filed and on July 27, 1928. A third and final plat was filed by Wollett and Herrick that changed the size 
of some lots, eliminated certain alleys and substituted utility easements. Deed restrictions required that home be 
constmcted at a minimum value of $10,000 on all lots except those on blocks D, F, H and I (all the blocks north of Castle 
and the block bound by Carondolet and Chateau). The blocks with the lower minimum value requirement generally had 
smaller lot sizes. Setbacks were not specified in the deed restrictions, however, setbacks were uniform and range from 30 
to 50 feet. Non-whites were excluded from owning property or residing in the district except as domestic servants.'' The 
restrictive covenants ran for twenty-five years. 

Although dedicated as an addition to the City of Waco, Castle Heights inhially was neither part of nor entirely separate 
from the city. It was cormected to Waco's sewer, gas and electric grid, but received water from artesian wells belonging 

Kellley, 91. 
™ Waco City Directory, 1924. 
" "Castle Heights Addition," advertisement Waco Tribune 3 March, 1924. 

Kelley, 164. 
"McLennan County Records Deed Records, Vol.354, p. 272. 
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to the Texas Water Company in east Waco. According to advertisements. Castle Heights was "exempt from all city 
taxation." '̂' Its relationship to the city would be hotly debated for the next two decades. 

Throughout the 1920s and early 1930s, Castle Heights developed steadily as prominent Waco citizens constmcted large-
scale revival style homes within the neighborhood. One of the earliest homes in the district was developer W.T Herrick's 
1926 stucco Tudor revival home at 3410 Chateau (Property #108). In 1926, Joseph Mitchell Nash, owner of multiple 
auto dealerships and president of First State Bank and Tmst, constmcted a large, rambling stucco and wood Tudor 
Revival home prominently located on a comer lot at 200 Castle (Property #56). Two years later, Nash constmcted a more 
modest stucco Tudor Revival home at 3415 Chateau (Property #111) for his daughter Francis Nash Grand and her 
husband J. Bmton Grand. In 1930, Harlon Fentress, a newspaper publisher commissioned architect Brooks Pearson to 
design a home at 3722 Chateau (Property #132, Figs. 6,11). Pearson subsequently designed at least five other homes in the 
district." 

In addition to new homes that were constmcted in the district, three homes were moved into the neighborhood during the 
first phase of development. The house at 3407 Austin (Property #13) was built at 16* and Austin in 1909 as a Classical 
Revival house whh a full size double porch supported on ionic columns. In 1924, owner J.B. Duncan, a prominent local 
businessman, moved the house to Castle Heights because of encroaching commercial development around its original 
location. Although the house only moved twenty blocks up Austin Avenue, the move took five months. When h arrived 
at its new lot, it received a complete remodel. The porch was removed (or did not survive the move), and stucco cladding 
and a red tile roof were added to lend hs current Spanish Eclectic style.̂ ^ The second home to be moved into the district 
was originally located at 18"' and Washington, only a few blocks away from the original Duncan home site. The house 
was originally constmcted in 1911 by Horace and Fay Trippett. Mr. Trippett, a lawyer, passed away before the house was 
relocated. The home was relocated in 1930 to 3723 Chateau (Property # 133). Mrs. Trippett, now a window, had the house 
remodeled, although the extent of the changes is unclear. In 1944, the house was partially destroyed by fire and once again 
remodeled.̂ '' Its current appearance is a two story stucco home with a central pedimented bay and a one story sunroom 
wing. The facade is asymmetrical, with the entry and large chimney located to one side of the central bay. A third home, 
3311 Castle (Property #69) was constmcted in 1888 in the vicinity of the other two houses and was moved into the district 
in 1935. 

In the mid 1930s, Waco sought to annex Castle Heights along with several other neighborhoods. Some residents of Castle 
Heights were displeased with the city's annexation proceedings. The City of Waco filed suit against Castle Heights 
resident and former Waco Mayor J. Bmce Duncan, in order to collect property taxes. Duncan refused to pay, arguing that 
the annexation was approved by the voters of Waco but not by the Castle Heights neighborhood. The trial court, appeals 
court, and Texas Supreme Court all sided with the city. In 1935, Duncan appealed his case to the Unhed States Supreme 
Court. Resolution of the case would have implications for state and national annexation law; at issue was whether a city 
could annex an area without the majority approval of the residents.̂ ** However, the United States Supreme Court did not 
hear the case and Castle Heights was not annexed at that time. 

"Castle Heights Addition," advertisement Waco Tribune 3 March, 1924. 
" Kelley, 101. 

"5-Month Job Moved Distinctive Duncan House 20 Blocks," Waco Tribune Herald, 4 April, 1965: Section C. 
Mrs. Horace H. Trippett, no date. Letter to Survey Committee, Castle Heights Survey Files. 
"Waco Annexation Case Headed for High Court of U. S.," Dallas Morning News, 15 June, 1935: Section I . 
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In 1939 Waco again attempted to increase the city limits through annexation of Castle Heights. An election scheduled for 
September 23 would have amended the city charter to determine city limits by ordinance rather than election. Three 
neighborhoods. Castle Heights, Bellmead, and Memorial Drive, scheduled their own incorporation elections before the 
Waco vote.'"' Castle Heights voted 10-1 in favor of self-preservation through incorporation on September 1, 1939, as did 
Bellmead the following week. The Memorial Drive neighborhood voted to join the City of Waco. 

In a second election, the citizens of Castle Heights voted to incorporate as the Village of Castle Heights and elected A. 
Baker Duncan mayor, and Dr. A. O. Manske and Oliver Winchell as commissioners.̂ *' Castle Heights continued as an 
independent city for six years. On December 29, 1945, an election was held in the Village of Castle Heights and residents 
decided to dissolve the municipal corporation. The reason for the decision was most likely the fact that Castle Heights 
was still cormected to Waco's sewer system. A March 1945 article in the Dallas Morning News reported that the city of 
University Park was considering annexation by Dallas to enjoy full benefits of citizenship, and cited the fact that the City 
of Waco had recently notified Castle Heights that "sewer service for that municipality will be discontinued at the end of 
120 days." '̂ 

Castle Heights developed steadily from the time of its platting until World War II. The Depression did not eliminate the 
local market for upscale houses, and many notable properties in the district were built in the 1930s.̂ ^ One home built 
during the Depression was 201 North 38"' Street (Property #161, Fig. 7). Carl Wallerstedt, who was in the cement 
manufacturing business, and his wife Elsie purchased the lot in 1933 from the bank which had foreclosed on the previous 
owners for failure to make payments. Louise Taylor, their daughter, recalls "carpenters, brick-layers, and laborers were 
lined up for jobs paying 10 cents an hour."̂ "* When their home was built the other side of 38* was still empty lots and 
beyond the hedgerow were ploughed fields: 

Living at 38* and Chateau in the 30s was almost like living out in the country. My mother was chy -bom 
and bred in Pennsylvania and she had always longed to live out in the country. After the end of World 
War II , more and more people began building homes in Castle Heights, and 38"' Street was no longer the 
"last street on the edge of town."̂ "* 

Constmction continued slowly but steadily throughout the 1930s before coming to a complete standstill during World 
War II . Despite the fact that Waco's economy was booming and the chy was experiencing a housing cmnch, no homes 
were constmcted between 1942 and 1945. After the war, constmction recommenced in eamest, with 83 homes erected 
between 1946 and 1959. 

The scale of homes built in the 1920s and 1930s and the prevalence of garages and servants quarters indicate that Castle 
Heights was intended to be and continued as an affiuent suburban community. Early residents tended to be among 
Waco's social, political, and business elite. Several mayors have made Castle Heights their home. The publisher of 
Waco's major newspapers was a long time resident. Other residents have included bank and ALICO presidents, vice 

™ "Charter Election Called on City Limits Issue," Dallas Morning News, 20 August, 1939: Section I I , page 5. 
*° "Incorporation Election Set for Wednesday." Dallas Morning News, 3 September, 1939: Section I , page 14. 

"Park-City Commission Goes All-Out for Unity," Dallas Morning News, 29 March, 1945: Section I , page 10. 
^' Castle Heights Survey Files. 

Louise Taylor, January 26, 2001, Letter to Survey Committee, Castle Heights Survey Files 
Ibid. 
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presidents and executives, business owners (a jewelry store, a department store, car dealerships), doctors, and chizens 
involved in the building and manufacturing industries. 

By midcentury. Castle Heights, which had once been at the edge of town was considered a close-in rather than suburban 
neighborhood. While newer suburbs attracted younger families after the war. Castle Heights remained an "old, good 
neighborhood."**' Those who moved into the neighborhood after the war tended to be middle-aged couples with grown 
children who were attracted to the well-established, well-located, older neighborhood. Robert Braswell, who designed 
many post-war homes in the district and had young children in the 1950s credits this to perceived qualhy of the area 
schools; young families with children chose suburbs fiirther out where the public schools were better.̂ *' Braswell designed 
in newer postwar subdivisions such as Lake Air, Lockwood or Meadowwood further west of Castle Heights; all of these 
were more homogeneous postwar tract developments. While the area around it may have been in decline. Castle Heights 
remained a distinguished address. Thus, after the war, it continued to attract upper middle-class and professional 
Wacoans, such as bank and insurance executives, business owners, mayors, and doctors. These residents all tended to be 
well-established, and few were retuming soldiers looking to purchase their first home and start a family. 

Postwar houses in Castle Heights continued to be architect-designed and executed with high quality materials. Postwar 
homes are scattered throughout the district but found in greatest concentrations around the outer edges of the district, 
along North 38"' and North 39* streets. By 1960, the district had 150 homes and the majority of constmction was 
complete. 

In the 1970s, younger families began moving back into Castle Heights and were attracted to its large older homes. In 
1977, a Waco Tribune-Herald article featured a young couple who had purchased 3407 Austin (Property #13), the Spanish 
Eclectic style house moved into the neighborhood in 1924 by J.B. Duncan. The article points to the national trend of 
young people moving into mn-down neighborhoods and fixing up old homes, but distinguishes the phenomenon in Waco: 

In Waco, the concentration of new younger owners of older homes seems to be on aristocratic Austin 
Avenue. Homes on Austin, in all except isolated cases, never were allowed to become seedy or mndown, 
but they were sometimes vacant or occupied by one remaining member of a once-large pioneer Waco 
clan.̂ ^ 

Desphe the changing city around h. Castle Heights remained a well-tended, upper-middle class neighborhood throughout 
its history. Many homes remained within one family for many years or are still occupied by original residents. 

Architects and Builders in Castle Heights 

Several architects are responsible for the design of multiple homes in the Castle Heights district. Brooks Pearson and 
Birch Easterwood worked extensively (five and eight homes respectively) in the district before World War II . After the 
war, the firm of Braswell and Davis designed at least eight homes. Architects names, listed below, were compiled from 
the Castle Heights Survey information provided by homeowners in the 1980s and in 2000. It is likely that these architects 
are responsible for more homes in the district than those listed. 

Robert Braswell,, 24 September 2008, Telephone interview with Hannah Vaughan. 
Ibid. 
Carol Craft, "Austin Avenue Undergoing Rebirth," Waco Tribune-Herald, 6 November, 1977: ID. 
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Table 2: Castle Heights Buildings and Associated Architects 
Architect / Builder # Address Date 
Birch D. Easterwood 40 3721 Austin 1929 

134 3724 Chateau 1930 

Easterwood & Son 97 3804 Castle 1932 

161 201 N. 38th 1933 

122 3603 Chateau 1935 

87 3700 Castle 1939 

Easterwood & Easterwood 126 3620 Chateau 1947 

101 3820 Castle 1952 

Easterwood (attributed to) 30 3706 Austin 1934 

T. Brooks Pearson 132 3722 Chateau 1930 

156 3818 Herwol 1936 

96 3801 Castle 1938 

98 3805 Castle 1939 

79 3505 Castle 1940 

Braswell & Davis 51 3524 Carondolet 1947 

43 3801 Austin 1950 

115 3500 Chateau 1950 

80 3508 Castle 1950 

44 3817 Austin 1951 

91 3705 Castle 1952 

141 3828 Chateau 1954 

102 3825 Castle 195S 

N.E. Wiedemann 88 3701 Castle 1953 

143 3609 Herwol 1952 

Roy Lane 8 3300 Austin completion 1913 

Duke Lovell 2 3205 Austin 1919 

Campbell and Keller 60 208 Castle 1937 

Jack Smaliwood 125 3611 Chateau 1948 

DeWitt and Swank 131 3706 Chateau 1950 

John Spencer 72 3320 Castle 1951 

Wallace B Thomas 12 3400 Austin 1957 

John Mashek 157 3820 Herwol 1972 
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Birch D. Easterwood (1887-1969) was one of the first architects to design in Castle Heights. Bom in Alexandria, 
Alabama in 1888, Easterwood was educated at an orphanage and was a self-taught architect. He was a draftsman for 
Milton W. Scott in 1915 before he opened his own practice in 1916. In 1932 his son Kenneth joined the firm and they 
became Easterwood & Son. The firm's name was changed to Easterwood & Easterwood in 1945. Kenneth Easterwood 
was bom in 1910, attended Baylor and the University of Texas. He joined his father's firm upon graduation. Both father 
and son were members of the AIA Fort Worth Chapter.̂ ^ Easterwood & Easterwood continued to design homes in the 
neighborhood into the 1950s. 

Birch Easterwood's first known home in the district is 3721 Austin (Property #40) a brick Tudor Revival. The following 
year he designed a Spanish Eclectic home at 3724 Chateau (Property #134; Fig. 15). After Kenneth joined the firm, their 
designs became exclusively brick Colonial Revivals. This reflects general trends in the district and may not have been 
related to the son joining the firm. In 1932, when they designed 3804 Castle for the Duncan family (Property #97; Fig. 
12-13), they offered the client two designs: a stucco "Spanish" style or a brick Colonial Revival. The client selected the 
later. '̂ ^ Most likely their designs changed in response to popular taste. Their two postwar projects in the district are both 
Ranch houses, also in line with contemporary trends. In addition to their residential work in Castle Heights, the 
Easterwoods designed many buildings at Baylor University including a dorm, a gymnasium and administration 
buildings. '̂ It is likely that the Easterwoods are also responsible for the 1934 Spanish Eclectic home at 3706 Austin 
(Property #30; Fig. 14). This house bears a strong resemblance to Property #134, and the homes belonged to two brothers 
(see Representative Property #30 for addhional information). 

T. Brooks Pearson was another popular archhect in the 1930s. He has been credhed with five Castle Heights houses 
erected between 1930 and 1939. Pearson was bom in Waco and attended Baylor University in the early 1930s. After 
graduation, he joined his father's architectural engineering firm.^^ Like the Easterwoods, the Pearsons' earliest design is a 
Tudor Revival (3722 Chateau, Property #132; Fig. 11). This is unique in his oetivre, as his subsequent works are 
predominantly Colonial Revival. The last house he is credited with in the district is 3505 Castle (Property #79), a 
Monterey Style house completed in 1941. This house was designed for the Braswell family whose son, Robert, would go 
on to design many homes in the district after World War II . Pearson's other Waco works include the 1913 Masonic 
building at 8"' and Washington, the 1931 city fire station, the 1934 Texas Cities Gas Company building at 9"' and 
Washington, and the 1936 Waco High School stadium.'*'' 

The design firm of Braswell and Davis is responsible for at least eight homes in Castle Heights. Robert Braswell III 
moved to Waco with his family in 1939. In 1941, his father hired Brooks Pearson to design a home for his family home 
in Castle Heights (Property #79), and Robert lived there as a teenager. Robert studied architecture at the University of 
Texas for a few years, and subsequently joined the Army and served during World War II . After the war, he retumed to 
Waco and attended Baylor University for two years. While at Baylor he became a drafter for the local designer William 
P. Davis. Although neither was a licensed archhect, they formed a partnership and practiced together for nearly thirty 

George Koyl, ed. American Architects Directory 1955, (New York: American Institute of Architects 1955): 150. 
^"Ibid. 
* Peeler Williams, undated. Letter to survey committee. Castle Heights Survey Files. 
" Koyl, 150. 

"Brooks Pearson," Obituary, Waco Tribune-Herald, 9 March, 1979: 6D. 
"Masons to Build at Waco," Dallas Morning News, 7 February, 1913: 15; "Fire Station to be Erected at Waco," Dallas Morning 

News, 9 November, 1931: Section 2, p. 6; "New $50,000 Building is Planned at Waco," Dallas Morning News, 7 March , 1934: 5; 
"Stadium Contract approved," Dallas Morning News, 16 January, 1936:3. 
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years; their work focused on house plans and interior design."̂ "* Much of their early work was executed in Castle Heights 
between 1947 and 1958, as it was still "an incomplete addition with lots of available lots" that the two designers helped 
"fill . . . in between 1950 and 1960."'̂ ' Most homes designed by Braswell and Davis were ranch houses with traditional 
detailing, such as the Colonial Revival detailing seen at 3508 Castle (Property #80). A typical fioor plan created by the 
firm would have included the front entrance opening into the living and dining rooms, a den in the back, a kitchen, three 
bedrooms, two baths and an attached garage, "the basic post-war home" Braswell and Davis designed an estimated 
seventy houses throughout Waco and the region, as well as commercial interior design projects before their partnership 
ended in 1983."̂  

Other architects who are only credited with one home in the district but are worth noting are Roy Lane, and DeWitt and 
Swank. Roy E. Lane (1884-1956) was a well-known architect in Waco and Dallas from approximately 1911 through the 
1930s. Lane graduated with degrees in architectural and civil engineering from the University of Minnesota in 1901 and 
was with the firm Sanguinet and Staats in 1911 when they designed the ALICO Building. Lane also designed the William 
Waldo Cameron Home, later the Waco Public Library.*"* His contribution to the Castle Heights neighborhood is his 
completion of The Castle in 1913. 

Roscoe DeWitt and Arch Swank formed an architectural practice in Dallas after World War II. They became one of the 
most successful firms in Dallas whh contracts for high-profile projects such as Parkland Hospital, and the Neiman Marcus 
store. They dissolved their practice in 1952 to practice individually. Swank and O'Neil Ford had a collaborative 
relationship throughout their careers. Some of Ford and Swank's projects include the Alfred and Juanita Bromberg house 
(NR 2008) and the Miller house in Dallas, and the Little Chapel in the Woods on the Texas Women's University campus 
in Denton.'*̂  Their contribution to the neighborhood was the design of the house at 3706 Chateau (Property # 131). 

Conclusion 

The Castle Heights historic district is an excellent local example of an evolving suburban residential development, with 
influences from early automobile suburbs to postwar tracts. The curving streets, generous setbacks, large lots, and deed 
restrictions represent national suburban development trends applied to a Texas boom town in the 1920s. Developers 
Wollett and Herrick believed their subdivision would attract the city's elite, and they were correct. The Depression and 
World War II slowed progress and stretched the development period into the mid-twentieth century, when empty lots 
were filled with ranch homes. Castle Heights is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Crherion A in 
the area of Community Planning and Development as an early curvilinear subdivision in Waco and representative of the 
chy's postwar development. It is also nominated under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as a highly intact collection 
of early to mid-twentieth century housing styles. 

Robert Braswell III, 13 September 2008, Telephone Interview with Hannah Vaughan. 
Ibid. 

"0 Ibid. 
Ibid. 
Ellen Kuniyuki, "Roy E. Lane, Architect," Waco Heritage & Histoiy (Vol. 2 No. 4, 1971). 
R. Lawrence Good, "Arch B. Swank, Jr." Texas Architect, 12 November, 1989: 73. 
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Representative Properties: Contributing 

The Castle, 3300 Ausfin 
(Property #8, Figs. 8-9, Photo 1) 
Gothic Revival, Crenellated Subtype, 1890/1913 
Architect: Roy Lane 
Contributing 

The namesake of the Castle Heights District is the two-story stone building on Austin Avenue, designed to reference a 
medieval castle. Constmcted of rough faced ashlar sandstone with limestone headers, sills and decorative panels, the two-
story Castle features a crenellated parapet roof with a crenellated comer tower rising an additional story above the rest of 
the house. Stone stairs lead to an entry portico supported by stone columns with corbelled capitals. The three story tower 
flanks the east side of the entry portico, while a projecting bay with three sided bay windows flanks the west. Windows 
have limestone headers and sills and many have wooden window grates displaying a diamond pattem. A limestone panel 
between the two bay windows features a carved organic leaf motif A porte-cochere supported by corbelled columns 
extends off the east side of the house. The porte-cochere is topped by a stone-arched balustrade. Also on the property on 
the west side of the castle is a small ancillary building believed to have functioned as a green house. The building features 
bands of contrasting red sandstone and limestone on the gable ends. The original property boundaries have been altered, 
and today a fence separates the main building from the rear of the property. The portion of the lot that is adjacent to 
Franklin Avenue houses the former stable, which has been converted to a commercial use and currently houses a used car 
dealership. The stable is a one-story, wood-frame side gable building with faux half-timbering. The east end of the stable 
building is formed by a stone wall with crenellated parapet which rises above the gable end. At the west end is a three 
story tower; the bottom two stories are stone, and the third is wood-frame with half timbering and a shuttered arched 
window on each of its six sides. A low mbble stone wall borders the property on three sides. 

Stonemason John Tennant (1836-1907) began constmction of the house in 1890 on a rise southeast of downtown Waco."'̂  
Tennant constmcted several Waco landmarks such as the Padgitt Building and the Provident Building, as weU as stone 
bridges in the area for the Texas Central Railroad. In exchange for a building a stone obelisk to mark the J.W. Marm 
family plot in Waco's Oakwood Cemetery, Tennant acquired a 350 foot-square parcel of the J. W. Marm farm on which to 
erect his house. He utilized leftover stone from the Provident Building, and built his home slowly over many years. 
Tennant eventually ran short of funds, and sold the incomplete home to businessman Alfred Abeel (1845-1922). With 
plans drawn by Waco architect Roy Lane (1884-1956), The Castle was finally completed in 1913."" By 1914, the local 
newspaper referred to the massive building as "The Castle." 

The new owner, Abeel, was bom in New York in 1845. He moved to Waco, where he owned a hardware business with his 
brother. He was instmmental in organizing Waco's First National Bank, Citizens' National Bank, and Waco Ice and 
Refrigerator Company. Abeel and his wife Sarah had three sons. Abeel passed away in The Castle in 1922.'°^ 

'"° Waco Tribune-Herald, 9 February, 1907. 
"The Cononland Castle," Recorded Texas Historic Landmark file, Texas Historical Commission. 
Kelley, 1. 
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3205 Austin Avenue 
(Property #2, Fig. 10) 
Spanish Eclectic, 1919 
Architect: Duke Lovell 
Contributing 

The home at 3205 Austin Avenue was designed for James Lockwood by his nephew, the architect Duke Lovell. The 
house was completed in 1919 in the Spanish Eclectic style. This house anchors the district at the entrance to Castle 
Heights on Austin Avenue. Built in 1919 across the street from The Castle, it pre-dates the district and would have given 
prospective buyers a sense of the future possibilities in the newly platted neighborhood. Its grand scale and revival styling 
possibly infiuenced other early homes in the district. 

The house is two stories with an asymmetrical but roughly rectangular plan with the long elevation facing onto Austin 
Avenue. The mstic textured stucco cladding and a low-pitch red tile hipped roof with shallow eves are typical of Spanish 
Eclectic style. Windows and doors are elaborated with arches or omamental friezes. The Austin Avenue elevation is 
divided into three unequal bays. The bay at the west end is defined by a hipped cross-gable with smaller inset hipped 
gable over the main entrance. To the left, or west of the entry bay, the entry loggia extends to the comer of the house and 
a porte-cochere. Above the two arches that form the loggia is a nine over nine light window with a wrought iron balcony. 
The loggia continues along two sides of the house, leading from the porte-cochere, through the entry bay, to an uncovered 
patio at the east end of the front elevation where it wraps the east side of the house. An archway mimicking the port-
cochere at the other end of the elevation extends over the patio creating a one-story arched loggia on the east side of the 
house 

The main entrance forms the central and smallest bay, and projects slightly from the facade plane. The front door is 
accessed through a small arched loggia, above which is a small, narrow arched window with a decorative balcony and a 
curved wrought iron baluster. This same pattem of open arch and window with balcony is repeated on the east-facing 
elevation of the projecting entry bay. 

The third bay of the west elevation takes up roughly half of the facade and consists of three French doors on the first fioor. 
These open onto a patio that is partially hidden from the street by a low wall extending from the entry loggia. Above the 
French doors are decorative friezes. Between the arches are small arched niches. The second story of the third bay was 
originally an open loggia style hallway formed by three arches supported by modified Corinthian columns. The arches 
were filled with windows to enclose the hallway in a recent renovation. Two smaller, rectangular six-light windows finish 
out the second story of the third bay. 

The east elevation, which faces onto Oriental Avenue, is narrow and dominated by the three arches supported on modified 
Corinthian columns forming the loggia on the first story. The roof of the loggia forms a second story patio. A wide, 
unadomed stucco chimney splits the east elevation above the loggia. To the left of the chinmey is a wood vertical panel 
door with iron strap hinges, and to the right is a four over four double hung window. 

The original client for this home was James H. Lockwood (1865-1939), who was bom in New York and moved to Texas 
with his family in the 1870s. He was a chief deputy for the McLennan County sheriff for ten years and later served three 
terms as tax collector before retiring in 1910. He helped organize the First State Bank and Tmst Company of which he 
was vice president then president between 1910 and 1923. Lockwood and his wife Gussie had one child, a son named 
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Lee.'"'' The house remained in the family after James and Gussie passed away, and was donated by their son to Baylor 
University in the 1960s. It was home to Dr. Abner McCall, the Baylor University president from 1961 until 1980, before 
an official president's residence was constmcted.'"'' 

This architect of this house was Lockwood's was nephew Duke Lovell. Lovell had studied art and architecture in France 
before retuming to the Waco area where he designed primarily in the Mediterranean revival style. He is credited with at 
least three other houses in Waco outside of Castle Heights, two of which are further east on Austin Avenue.'"' 

3722 Chateau Avenue 
(Property #132, Fig. 11, Photo 9) 
Tudor Revival, 1930 
Archhect: Brooks Pearson 
Contributing 

The property at 3722 Chateau is a two-story stone, brick, and faux half-timbered Tudor Revival home designed in 1930 by 
Brooks Pearson. It is L-shaped in plan, and is capped by a cross-gable roof stmcture with flared eaves. The north-south 
wing features a small, steeply pitched roof situated over a covers a tripartite leaded glass window in a diamond pattem; 
the east-west wing (facing the public street) displays a larger gable with half-timbering detail in the gable end. The 
timbers extend in vertical parallel lines into the stonework below surrounding three tall, narrow leaded glass windows. 
The half timbering around the window, ahhough set into the stonework, is infilled with brick in an altemating pattem of 
herringbone and checkerboard. The brick matches the surrounding stonework and provides a diverse texture to the 
facade. The primary entry is placed at the intersection of the two gables in a small inset entry vestibule. The front door is 
composed of vertical wood slats with iron strap hinges and a small leaded glass window. The stonework on the body of 
the house is a rough, textured stone ranging in color from red-beige to deep red; this is similar to variegated red brick 
hues. Some stones are larger and flat, while others are smaller and intentionally project from the wall plane to emphasize 
texture. Stone work above the doors and windows is a flat arch with keystone formed by irregularly shaped stones. A 
second side gable, mostly invisible from the front elevation, mns parallel to the main roof at the back of the house. There 
are two chimneys: the first is at the east end of the residence, and a second is at the rear side-gable on the west end. The 
vendors lien described an eight room house with two bathrooms and a lavatory downstairs.'"* This home represents the 
larger-scale Tudor Revival homes that were popular in the district during the first two decades of development. It is an 
excellent example of the romantic or "storybook" quality that elaborate Tudor Revival homes often recall. The 
exaggerated, rough stone work and wood half-timbering evoke a fanciful medieval dwelling. The steeply pitched roofs, 
multiple gables and heavy chimneys are also classic elements of the Tudor style. This home has had no significant 
alterations to the exterior since hs completion in 1930, and because the stone is unpainted, even the original color scheme 
with intentional matching of brick and stone tones, is evident. The interplay of textures between the stone, brick, stucco 
and wood is a central to its design. 

This home was designed by Brooks Pearson in 1930, for Harlon and Clara Lacy Fentress. Pearson designed at least four 
other homes in Castle Heights; this is believed to be his first. Harlon Fentress was a prominent Waco citizen and 

""Kelley, 164. 

Ul5 
Mary Helen George, "Mediterranean Masterpiece," The Wacoan, July 2000: 26-27. 
George, 26. 
Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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newspaper publisher. Fentress' father, Ephraim Fentress, had purchased three major Waco newspapers and consolidated 
them into two in the period between 1917 and 1927. The Fentress family owned the Waco News-Tribune, a moming 
paper, and the Times-Herald, an evening paper. In 1948, Harlon inherited both papers from his father."" Harlon and 
Clara Fentress lived at this Castle Height residence from its completion in 1930 to 1938, when they sold the property to 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Hohen. Fentress purchased a block just outside the original Castle Heights plat, between North 38"̂  and 
the bois d'arc hedgerow that marked the southem boundary of the neighborhood. By 1939, they had constmcted a new 
home at this location (3820 Chateau, Property #137). 

3804 Castle Avenue 
(Property #97, Fig. 12-13, Photo 24) 
Colonial Revival, 1932 
Architect: Birch Easterwood, Easterwood & Son 
Contributing 

The house at 3804 Castle is a two-and-a-half story red brick Colonial Revival house with a one-story wing on the east end 
and a two story addition connecting a former garage and servants quarters on the west end. Architect Birch Easterwood, 
who designed at least eight homes in the district, designed this residence for Baker Duncan in 1932. The central core of 
the house is typical of many in the district. It features a central entry placed under small, pedimented portico fianked by 
two evenly spaced windows and five windows on the second floor directly above the first floor openings. The first and 
second-floor windows are divided-light metal casements with shutters. The third story is tucked under the steeply-pitched 
roof According to Baker Duncan Jr., his mother was pregnant with their third child during constmction, and the family 
decided to expand the upper floors of the home to accommodate two additional bedrooms and bathroom; this additional 
living space required a larger roof stmcture and steeper pitch than was typical of the architectural style.'"^ 

The house originally featured a one-story screened in porch wing, which was enclosed with glass by the second owner, 
after 1957. The west end of the house has two side-gabled extensions. 

Around 1938, the Duncans constmcted an outbuilding, which they called the "Hedge House" due to its proximity to the 
bois d' arc hedge. Hedge House contained a two car garage, a maid's bedroom and bath, a laundry room, a chicken coup, 
a stable and a loft. This multi-purpose building has two arched garage doors on the east end with a window in the gable 
end. The primary facade features a wide shed roof dormer with a bank of three casement windows. Hedge House was 
separated from the main house by approximately ten feet, and the space later enclosed whh brick walls to create a 
courtyard.'"^ This aheration was made some time after 1957, executed by Peeler and Margie Williams, the second owners 
of the property."" The home now reads as four distinct but related volumes: the main house, the extensions, the 
connection between the house and the Hedge House, and the Hedge House itself. 

This house was constmcted in 1932 for Baker Duncan, the former Mayor of Waco (1927-1928), and future mayor of the 
Village of Castle Heights. Baker Duncan became a central figure in the legal battle for the annexation of Castle Heights 
by the city of Waco. When residents of Castle Heights voted in favor of incorporation, they elected Duncan as Mayor of 

Kelley, 101. 
A. Baker Duncan Jr., 30 April, 1996, Letter to Survey Committee, Castle Heights Survey Files. 

""'Ibid. 
Peeler Williams, Letter. Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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their independent municipalhy. No doubt his home was well known in the neighborhood, and perhaps even served as a 
meeting place during the battle against armexation. 

Baker and Frances Duncan commission local architects Easterwood & Son to design the house for their growing family. 
The Duncans had two children, and their third and fourth were bom in the house in during 1932 and 1936. Birch 
Easterwood, Easterwood and Easterwood, and Easterwood & Son designed numerous homes in Castle Heights; this is the 
first of many Colonial Revival homes in the district designed by this design tirm (or its predecessors). Baker Duncan, Jr. 
recalled that his father was particularly proud of the quarter-sawn red oak flooring, the casement windows that provided 
cross-ventilation, and circulating hot water. The family had a badminton court where neighbors gathered regularly, and 
the Duncan children kept a pony and cart, which they frequently rode around the neighborhood. The house was also built 
with a basement vault that housed whiskey during prohibition."' The Duncan family lived in the residence until shortly 
after Duncan, Sr.'s death in 1952; the home was sold to the Williams family in 1957. 

Important as the home of Baker Duncan, Sr., and as an example of an early Colonial Revival house designed by Birch 
Easterwood, then of Easterwood & Son. This house also exemplifies how homes in the district have been modified over 
the years to accommodate new owners or larger families. Because the aherations can been seen in three distinct phases, 
and because these aherations are now of historic age, this house retains integrity of the historic design and is a 
contributing resource within the district. 

3601 Austin Avenue 
(Property #30, Fig. 14) 
Spanish Eclectic, 1934 
Contributing 
Architect: Birch Easterwood (attributed) 

3706 Austin is a one-story buff brick, Spanish Eclectic house constmcted in 1934 for Harry and Sadie Kestner. The house 
is U-shaped in plan, and reads as a central inset bay (marked by a tripartite loggia) with protmding wings capped by front-
facing gables. The house is roofed with red Spanish tile. The central bay in characterized by the front-facing loggia, 
composed of three arches supporting classical composite columns with spiraled fiuting. The primary entry is located at 
the center of this loggia (behind the center arch), and is fianked by large, divided-light casement windows. The southem-
most bay contains a similar divided-light casement window, while the northem bay contains a large arched window with 
delicate metalwork grille in a diamond and scrollwork pattem. All windows are metal casements with limestone sills. 
The pediment area of both front-facing gables features an omamental brick pattem, created by the placement of offset 
bricks in a diamond configuration. There are two chimneys; one is placed at the center of the central bay, on the 
ridgeline; the second is located on the east elevation. The house is one story at the streetside, and the lot slopes away 
toward the rear of the property so that the rear is two stories. The driveway on the east side of the house accesses a three 
car garage placed at the lower level on the west elevation. 

The client for this home was Harry Kestner. Kestner and his brother Ike opened a bank and grocery store around 1915 at 
5"' and Elm in downtown Waco. The store evolved into Kestner's Family Department Store, and they later opened a 

'"A. Baker Duncan Jr., Letter. Castle Heights Survey Files. Though this house was finished shortly after the Twenty-first 
Amendment to the United States Constitution repealed prohibition, Texas voters did not ratify the repeal of the state dry law until 
1935. See "Prohibition," The Handbook of Texas Online. 
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second location on Waco D r i v e . I k e Kestner also commissioned Birch Easterwood to design a home for him in Castle 
Heights in 1930 at 3724 Chateau (Property #134, Fig. 15). Both homes are Spanish Eclectic executed in buff brick. The 
Ike Kestner home is two stories with a more compact footprint, symmetrical facade and triple arched window above the 
front door supported on stone columns. Given the similarity of the two homes, the use of brick rather than stucco for a 
Spanish Eclectic style, and the fact that they were built within a few years of each other by brothers, it is likely that this 
house was designed by Birch Easterwood as well. 

3706 Austin is a well-executed interpretation of a one story Spanish Eclectic house. It stands out in the district for its 
detailing such as the spiral porch columns and metalwork over the window. It is also notable that, in 1934 before multiple 
car ownership was the norm, the house design incorporated a three-car attached garage. 

3818 Herwol Avenue 
(Property #156, Fig. 16-18) 
Colonial Revival, 1936 
Architect: Brooks Pearson 
Contributing 

3818 Herwol is a two-story, wood-clad Colonial Revival, composed of a protmding central bay and receding wings, 
designed by Brooks Pearson in 1936 for Oliver and Margaret Winchell. The west wing connects to a two-story front-
facing gable garage with living quarters above. Upon first inspection, this series of extensions has the appearance of 
having developed over time; however, historic photos show that this is the original configuration. The central portion of 
the house is a typical two-story, side-gable Colonial Revival; the primary entrance is, however, atypically off set and thus 
the primary facade is asymmetrical. The primary entry is marked by a fiat-roofed portico (slightly altered from its 
original form), supported on paired Doric columns. A decorative metal railing above the portico creates the boundary for 
a second-story balcony. Although the overall elevation is asymmetrical, the fenestration is paired vertically. On either side 
of the entrance are vertical bays of six-over-six sash windows. The asymmetry comes from a bay of paired twelve over 
twelve light windows on the west end of this elevation that are not matched on the east. The cross-gable east wing has a 
six-over-six light sash window on the second floor and a twelve-over-twelve light sash window on the first fioor. The 
second story window is a small, pedimented dormer that projects beyond the roofline. On the east elevation of this wing, 
the second story extends slightly beyond the first creating a jetty with finials at each comer. The west wing is the same as 
the east except that the first story windows are small, paired, six-over-six sash windows. Instead of a jetty, the east wing 
serves a hyphen between the main portion of the house and the two story garage. Access to the garage is from the rear of 
the building, and there are no windows on the first fioor front of the garage wing. A metal arbor which adorns the front of 
the garage also appears in historic photos. Cladding is white horizontal wood siding and all windows have black 
decorative shutters. The brick chimney is on the rear slope of the east end of the roof and barely visible from the public 
street. 

The home was built for Oliver and Margaret Winchell and their two young sons. Oliver Winchell was bom in Waco in 
1896. He studied architectural engineering at the University of Pennsylvania for three years before the outbreak of World 
War 1, at which point he enrolled in the Anny Signal Corps. He was discharged in 1919 and retumed to Waco to become 

Mike Copeland, "Waco, Texas, Family Department Store to Close," Waco Tribune-Herakf 5 December, 2002; See also Robert 
Braswell interview. 
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partner in his father's business. Central Texas Iron Works. " ' He married Margaret Potter of McGregor in 1920, and they 
resided at 3F' and Ethel, a few blocks north of Castle Heights. In 1939 the Winchells commissioned Pearson to design 
the home at 3818 Herwol. The home was large, with five bedrooms and servants' quarters over the garage (which was 
occupied by their maid, Lucy, for thirty years).""* When Castle Heights voted for incorporation, Winchell was elected one 
of two commissioners."' Oliver and Margaret Winchell continued to live in the house until their deaths in 1976 and 1979 
respectively."* The house was sold in 1980 to Dr. Gary and Jeanne Becker. The Beckers made a few intemal 
modifications, but the exterior has been largely unchanged from its original configuration. 

Because of the extensive wings, this home is not a typical Colonial Revival; however it helps to represent how the style 
varied within the district from large to modest, brick to wood. It also demonstrates the flexibility of this house form, and 
shows that the typical formula was easily modified to accommodate the owner's needs (in this case, with hs two story 
garage wing. This home also shows the versatility of architect Brooks Pearson's work, who designed many homes in the 
early years of the district. 

3503 Carondolet Avenue 
(Property #48, Fig. 19-20) 
Tudor Revival, 1937 
Contributing 

Constmcted in 1937, 3503 Carondolet is a one-and-a-half story painted brick Tudor Revival with cast stone door and 
window surrounds. The steeply pitched, side gable roof has a cross gable and inset entry gable on the west end and an 
inset hipped gable covering a loggia on the east end. The brick chimney has a prominent location at the center of the front 
elevation, partially tucked behind the entry gable. The cross gable occupies the west comer of the house and shelters a 
large window with cast stone surround with stylized keystone composed of a section of a tumed finial. The entry gable 
sits below the roofiine and is wedged between, but sits in front of the chimney and cross gable. The roof over the entry 
has a flared eve. The entry is an arched four panel door with fanlight elaborated by a cast stone surround similar to the 
window surround to the left. The chimney, although it occupies the center of the elevation, is restrained for the Tudor 
Revival style. The entry is the focal point of the front elevation. The chimney is painted brick with a cast stone water 
table. A recess at the top third of the chimney and two chimney pots give the impression of a double chimney. The west 
comer of the house contains an inset arched loggia open on two sides. The arches are supported on squared columns with 
flat caphals. The one-story loggia is under a hipped cross gable, but the ridge is pierced by the gable end of the main 
roofline creating a small gable above the slope of the hipped roof on the west elevation. This distinct roofline is repeated 
in the rear of the house where a second side gable roof, parallel to the principal roof interrupts a hipped roof The two 
side gable sections of the house are separated by approximately ten feet and connected by a side gable hyphen. 

The original owners of the house were Reverend Graves and Alice Darby. The Darbys purchased lot 11 on Castle Heights 
in 1936 (upon which the house stands), and later purchased the neighboring lot 12 in 1937. Reverend Darby was 
minister at Columbus Avenue Baptist Church and the couple had no children."^ They lived in the house for six years 
before selling the house and extra lot to Isadore and Helen Fred in 1943. The Freds operated L. Fred and Son Jewelry 

"Graveside Services Set for Iron Works Chief" Waco Tribune-Herald, 23 August, 1979. 
Gerald P. Winchell, 29 November 1995, Interview with Mindi Hardinson. Castle Heights Survey Files 
"Incorporation Election Set for Wednesday," Dallas Morning News, 3 September, 1939: Section I , p. 14. 

"^ Gerald P. Winchell, 29 November 1995, Interview with Mindi Hardinson. Castle Heights Survey Files. 
Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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store at 307 Austin Avenue, a business Isadore had inherhed from his father, L. Fred, and continued to mn until 1967. 
The Freds sold the house in 1962 to B.K. and Irene Cox. The Cox family lived in the house for nearly twenty years, and 
sold in 1981 to Doyle and Janet Borman. It was during the Borman's tenure that lot twelve was sold and the 1984 
Colonial Revival home was constmcted at 3501 Carondolet (Property #47). 

Tudor Revival was a popular style in the early years of Castle Heights' development. Most of the earliest Tudor Revival 
homes in the district are large scale with omate decorative elements. Yet a smaller scale, more restrained interpretation of 
style remained popular into the 1930s and early 1940s. This one-and-a-half story home represents this more modest 
Tudors Revival trend. Although smaller, the cast stone surrounds, loggia, and complex roofline place this in the middle 
between large-scale highly omate Tudors and later, stripped down versions of the style. 

3700 Chateau Avenue 
(Property#128, Fig. 21) 
Monterey, 1939 
Contributing 

Constmcted in 1939 for Charles B. and Clara May Richards, 3700 Chateau is a two-story brick Monterey style house with 
a full-width second story balcony. The side gable roof shelters the balcony, which cantilevers over the first fioor on 
closely spaced beams creating an unsupported first story porch roof The balcony balustrade consists of wood vertical 
supports with airy metal panels in a simple X pattem between. The four columns on the balcony are a combination of two 
wood posts connected by diamond-pattem metalwork. The brick facade is msticated, and painted white whh only a 
portion of the underlying red brick exposed. Fenestration is symmetrical with the front door in the middle and large eight-
over-twelve windows fianked by decorative shutters. The primary entry is a solid wood panel door with divided-light side 
lights. A double door with decorative shutters is placed directly above the front door to allow access to the upper balcony. 
A second set of eight-over twelve-windows with decorative shutters rests directly above those on the first fioor. 

In 1939, Charles B. and Clara May Richards paid $750.00 for land and $12,000 to have for the constmction of this 
residence. Charles Richards owned and operated a family business, Waco Frozen Foods. The architect is unknown; the 
contractor was Meyers Constmction Company (also responsible for: Properties #51, 1947; #58 1948, #59, 1947 #60, 
1937; and #153, 1948). Charies died in 1994 but Clara May continues to live in the house to the present day."^ 

The Monterey style, though not as popular as Tudor or Colonial Revival, is represented by several properties in the 
district. This is a particularly good example with very few modifications, due in part to its unchanged ownership over the 
last 70 years. The wood and metal balcony and aged painted brick treatment evoke the mstic southwest nature of the style, 
and are significant character-defining features. 

Mary Helen George, 11 Sept 2008, telephone Interview with Hannah Vaughan; Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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3824 Herwol 
(Property #158, Fig. 22-23) 
Minimal Traditional, 1948 
Contributing 

3824 Herwol is an L-plan Minimal Traditional style home constmcted in 1948. The overall form is compact, whh an 
emphasis on horizontality. The roof is a cross gable, or a combination of a long side-facing gable and a front-facing gable 
nearest to the street; each has protmding eaves. The longest portion of the L-plan (under the side-gable roof) incorporates 
an integral porch, supported on metal colunms with faux wrought iron scroll work. The primary entry is offset (marked 
by a solid four panel front door with sidelights), and is complimented by a large picture window with a solid central pane 
fianked by narrower, two-over-two sash windows. The shorter bay of the L-configuration (capped with the front facing 
gable) contains two windows at either edge of the facade; both are two-over-two sash windows. There is a small round 
vent at the peak of the gable. The 38"' street elevation has a small projecting bay under an inset gable. At the rear of the 
house a hyphen that connects the house to a small two car garage. 

The L-plan with front-facing gable and inset porch is a quintessential Minimal Traditional form. As is typical of the "no-
frills" house type, the only omamentation is provided by the functional round gable vent, porch columns and decorative 
elements within the asbestos cladding. This essential type was constmcted all over the country immediately before, 
during, and immediately after the war; this property represents the more modest homes in district, and is typical of homes 
built in the late 1940s. Even with the addition of the attached two-car garage, this home is one of the smallest in Castle 
Heights. 

3508 Casfie Avenue 
(Property #80, Fig. 24) 
Colonial Revival Ranch house, 1950 
Archhect: Braswell and Davis 
Contributing 

Designed by Braswell and Davis, the architectural firm responsible for at least eight other houses in the district, the home 
at 3508 Castle Avenue was constmcted in 1950 for Ira and Adalene Dryden. This Colonial Revival Ranch house is one 
story whh a sprawling fioor plan, and is clad in variegated red brick. The main roof is hipped with a second, inset hipped 
roof covering a central projecting bay; the roof pitch is slightly steeper than is typical of the ranch house type. At the 
center of the projecting bay is an inset porch with three arched bays supported on double fiuted box columns. On ehher 
side of the porch are six-over-six double hung sash windows with decorative shutters that extend from fioor to ceiling. 
The project center bay (the portion of the house under the main roof contains) features windows in the secondary 
elevations; these are scaled down versions of those on the front facade. The roof has slightly projecting eaves, omamented 
by a row of dentils. A brick chimney at the ridge of the main roof sits atop the center of the house. The overall effect is a 
long, low ranch house with symmetrical facade dominated by front porch colormade. Although the Ranch is generally 
associated with more minimal or modem omamentation, the inflections of Colonial Revival are very popular in the 
district. 
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Ira Dryden was Vice President of the Amicable Life Insurance Company, and he and his wife Adalene had one daughter. 
They lived in the house from its constmction in 1950 until the 1970s." This house is representative of the many Ranch 
style houses built in Castle Heights after the war. It is notable as an example of the work of Braswell and Davis, who 
worked frequently in the district at the time. Braswell and Davis designed in both "modem" (contemporarily detailed) 
Ranch homes and Colonial Revival styled Ranches. The Colonial Ranch may have been particularly popular in the district 
because it fit in with the already existing homes. This house blurs the line between revival and ranch more than most by 
raising the roof pitch. The typical Ranch roofline is low almost to the pint of invisibility, whereas here the hipped roof is 
a dominant feature, adorned with a central chimney. The length of the house balances the height of the roof maintaining 
the overall effect of a low, rambling. Ranch. 

3706 Chateau Avenue 
(Property #131, Fig. 25, Photo7) 
Ranch house, 1950 
Architect: DeWitt and Swank 
Contributing 

3706 Chateau is a Ranch house constmcted in 1950 and designed by prominent Dallas firm DeWitt and Swank. The plan 
of the one-story house is asymmetrical. The overall form consists of two off-set low-pitch hipped roofs set front to back 
on the lot, so that the narrowest elevation faces the street. Entry to the house is on the side, accessed through a porch that 
mns along two sides of the interior comer that is created by the off-set sections of the house. The porch is under the main 
roofline and is supported by omate wrought iron columns in a dense vine and leaf pattem that extends out at the top to 
form stylized capitals. The simple square chimney pierces the porch roof toward the front of the house. Windows are six-
over-six double hung sash, with decorative shutters. A second interior comer is formed by the offset portions of the 
house, and creates a patio in the rear of the home. 

This house was commissioned in 1950 by Charles Richards for his elderly mother, Hattie Violette Yates Richards. Hattie. 
Richards was widow of Ben Richards, the mayor of Waco from 1920-1924. The house was two doors down from 
Charles' house, which he had constmcted in 1939 (Property #128). Charles had a servants bell installed in the house that 
connected to his own home so that his mother could ring if she needed to contact bim.'̂ *̂  Although mostly known for their 
commercial work, the firm of DeWitt and Swank was chosen because one of the architects was a partner of Mrs. 
Richards' other son who lived in Dallas. Mrs. Richards lived in the residence until 1969. 

This house represents the early ranch houses in the district and is notable as a rare residential work of DeWitt and Swank. 
Though the low, horizontal quality of the ranch is lost to the street view because of its shing on the lot, the footprint is 
used to the advantage of the house itself by creating two interior comers that serve as natural locations for the front porch 
and rear patio. The shutters and decorative ironwork are traditional elements on an otherwise very minimalist and 
straightforward house. This combination of the contemporary Ranch form paired with revival elements is common in 
Castle Heights. 

Castle Heights Survey Files. 
Mary Helen George, 11 Sept 2008, telephone Interview with Hannah Vaughan; Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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Representative Properties: Non Contributing 

3706 Castle 
(Property #92, Fig. 26) 
Tudor Revival, 1930 
Noncontributing-Alterations 

3706 Castle is a two-story Tudor Revival style house, and is composed as a central bay with wings. The central bay is 
capped by a side-facing gable; each of the wings is sheltered by steeply pitched front gables. The fa9ade is symmetrical; 
both end bays feature paired one-over-one sash windows with shutters at the first floor, and a single sash window with 
shutters at the gable peak. The central bay is characterized by a protmding one-story enclosed entry porch whh an arched 
entry pattem (non-original), and a string of five sash windows mnning full-fa9ade at the second level. The house is clad in 
stucco, and lacks omamentation other than decorative shutters on the gable-end windows. 

The house is considered noncontributing to the district because of a screened-in porch added in 1977.'̂ ' The enclosure 
connects the two gable end bays and projects from the front of the house under a shed roof The porch is also clad in 
stucco, matching the historic material. The screen door and fianking windows form a large semicircular arch across the 
front of the porch. The addition completely obscures the first fioor of the central bay and the original entry sequence, and 
thus renders the historic form of the facade indistinguishable. 

This home was constmcted for Erwin Jones in 1930, for $10,000 by Bush Constmction Company.'̂ ^ As is typical of older 
neighborhoods, many homes have been altered over time to meet the needs of their residents. Additions to secondary 
elevations, additions that are distinguishable from historic fabric and do not obscure the original design intent may not 
effect the integrity of historic properties; however, the alterations made to this home sufficiently change key aspects of the 
original design, and h can no longer be considered a contributing resource. 

3515 Austin 
(Property #25, Fig. 27) 
Colonial Revival Ranch, 1965 
Noncontributing-Age 

3515 Austin is a one-story brick home with attached garage constmcted in 1965. The home is sited sideways on its lot, so 
that the primary facade does not face onto Austin Avenue as would be typical in this neighborhood. The house is 
composed of two bays; the central bay, placed at the rear of the lot, contains the main portion of the house; the secondary 
bay, placed nearest to the public street, contains the garage. The garage has a front facing gable whh projecting eaves and 
retums; the auto entrance is on the east elevation. The side of the garage facing the street features two large arched 
openings whh louvers giving the appearance of closed shutters. The garage is attached, but set back from main house. 
The house is capped with steeply-pitched side-facing gable, and is visible behind the garage. A porch extends the full 
width of the main facade. The porch is supported on simple metal posts; the porch soffit features a small arched cutout. 
Openings on the entry elevation extend from fioor to porch ceiling and are flanked by decorative shutters. A brick 
chimney is placed near the gable end, at the ridgeline. 

'"' Castle Heights Survey Files. 
Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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This house represents the continuing popularity of the Colonial Revival Ranch after the end of the district's period of 
significance. Typical of the ranch, the layout is linear and elongated further by the attached garage. In this later example, 
however, the roof pitch has become steeper indicating a move toward later neo-eclectic styles. 

3501 Carondolet 
(Property #47, Fig. 28) 
Colonial Revival, 1984 
Noncontributing-Age 

At first glance, 5301 Carondolet might be mistaken for one of the many historic-age Colonial Revival homes in the 
district; it was however constmcted in 1984. The one-and-a-half story home is brick on the first fioor with three wood-
clad pedimented gables in the roofiine. The front elevation is symmetrical with a central entry alcove delineated by 
pilasters and a four panel front door framed by dived side lights and transom. On either side of the entry are two evenly 
spaced nine-over-nine double hung sash windows with decorative shutters. A cross-gable wing is connected to the main 
house by a one story hyphen with porch supported on box columns. Although constmcted in 1984, the style, scale and 
massing are intended to be compatible with - if not mimic - its historic Colonial Revival neighbors. 

The house was constmcted by Deedie and Phil Hering on a lot that had been first purchased in 1937 by Reverend Graves 
and Alice Darby, the original owners of the neighboring house (3503 Carondolet, Property #48). The house at 3503 
remained on a double lot until 1984, when the additional lot was finally sold. The lot on which Property #47 sits was one 
of the last vacant lots in the district. When the Herrings moved from Austin to Waco, they were looking for an older 
home. They liked the Castle Heights neighborhood but were unable to find an available residence. They decided to 
purchase the empty lot and erect a new home. They worked with architect Don Young to create a home that would be 
compatible the existing housing stock; the resuh is a convincing replica of a historic home.'''' 

This property is representative of many homes in the district where both additions and new constmcfion are designed with 
the intent to closely match the existing architecture of the district. This is indicative of a general tendency among Castle 
Heights residents to place a premium on the historic character of the neighborhood. 

Castle Heights Survey Files. 
Lynn Bulmahn, "What's 'Old' is New," Waco Tribune-Herald, 8 September, 1988: 4D. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: approximately 96 acres 

UTM REFERENCES Zone Easting Northing 
1. 14 674759 3490628 
2. 14 675076 3490319 
3. 14 674245 3489598 
4. 14 674070 3489949 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Roughly bounded by Waco Drive (U.S. 84), Oriental Road, Franklin Avenue 
and 39* Street, in the city of Waco, McLennan County, Texas. See continuation sheet 10-64 and MAP-1, 2, and 3. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: See continuation sheet 10-56 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME/TITLE: Hannah Vaughan and Monica Penick 

ORGANIZATION: Penick Consulting 

STREET & NUMBER: 4101 Sinclair Ave. 

CITY OR TOWN: Austin STATE: Texas 

DATE: September, 2008 

TELEPHONE: (512) 426-3014 

ZIPCODE: 78756 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

CONTINUATION SHEETS (see continuation sheets FlGURE-57 through FlGURE-78) 

MAPS (see continuation sheet MAP-83 through MAP-86 and topographic map) 

PHOTOGRAPHS (see continuafion sheets PHOTO-79 through PHOTO-82) 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 

PROPERTY OWNER 

NAME: (Multiple owners. List on file at Texas Historical Commission) 

STREET «& NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

TELEPHONE: 

ZIPCODE: 
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Lots and Blocks 
Avenue Heights: Block 10; Block 19 lots A9-A14 
Castle Crest: Block 9 lots 1-5, A6, B6, C6; Block 8 lots 4-7 
Castle Heights: Blocks A,B,C,D,E,F,G,J,K,L ; Block I lots A7, A9, B9, 8,10,11; Block H lots 9-16 
Cottonland Castle: Lot A2 
Franklin Center Inc: Block 1 lots 2-5; Block 2 lots 1-3 
GinLaneri: Block F lot Dl l 
JW Mann: Block 8A lots 12,-14, B; Block 9A lots A 15, B9, BIO, B13, 8A, 9B, A; Block lOA lots A12, A13, BIO, Bl 1, B12, 15, 

B24,9A, 8; Block HA lots A9, Al 1, A15, B9-B12, B15 
Karem Park: Block 5 lots Al , CI 

Boundary Description 
The eastem boundary is the rear property line of the homes facing west onto Castle between Waco Drive and Austin 
Avenue. The southem boundary is the rear property line of homes facing north onto Austin Avenue between North 33̂ '' 
and 39* Streets. The northem boundary is the center line of 39"' Street between Waco and Austin Avenue. 

Boundary Justification 
The boundaries for the nomination are based on the historic 1923 plat of the Castle Heights addition but have been 
adjusted to refiect current visual boundaries. 

The eastem boundary is unchanged from the historic plat with the exception of including 3205 Austin Avenue. This 
property, located at the comer of Oriental Road and Austin Avenue, faces onto Austin Avenue and is visually part of the 
Castle Heights block. The 1919 building predates the Castle Heights development, but nonetheless anchors the northeast 
comer of the district. 

The southem boundary was historically the north side of Austin Avenue. The National Register boundary for this district 
has been extended to include both sides of the street. The properties on the south side of the street are indistinguishable in 
scale, design and age from those on the north side and were clearly developed contemporaneously with those on the north 
side of the street. Additionally, Franklin Avenue is a multi-lane road, developed are exclusively newer commercial 
buildings and thus creates a more logical visual boundary for the district. 

The westem boundary was historically defined by a bois d' arc hedge three lots east of North 38"' Street. The hedge is no 
longer extant and the streets within the district now continue through the 39"' Street. Homes between the historic 
boundary and 39"' Street are contemporary with and of the same scale and style as those within the district. The properties 
on the north side of North 39"' Street however, are more modest minimal traditional and ranch homes. Although they date 
from the same period as many houses whhin the district these homes are of a distinctly smaller scale and more modest 
budget than those typical of the district. 

The northem boundary follows the historic plat boundary on the north end, but has been redrawn along Herwol Avenue to 
exclude properties facing onto Waco Avenue. Waco Drive is a major north-north road and the properties facing onto h 
are later commercial properties and are incompatible with the district. The northem boundary has been drawn to exclude 
219 Castle. This home is located at the northeast comer of the district on the edge of the original plat. Originally it was 
the pool house for a residence with faces onto oriental. When the property was subdivided an easeinent was obtained for a 
driveway to access the building from Castle Avenue. Therefore although it has a Castle Heights address, the home's 
location and historic affiliation place h outside the district boundaries. 
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Figure 1 Avenue Heights Addition, filed 1890 
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Figure 2 Plat of Castle Heights Addition to City of Waco, volume 273, page 174, McLennan County Deed Records, dated 
September 15, 1923. 
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Figure 3 Revised plat of Castle Heights Addition to City of Waco, volume 275, page 236, McLennan County Deed 
Records, dated July 27, 1928. The main revision is the inclusion of Herwol Avenue, resulting in additional lots. 
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Figure 4 Advertisement from the Waco Tribune Herald 23 March 1924 

THE PLACE TO MAKE YOUR HOME 
EVERY MODERN "HOME-HUNTER" HAS IN MIND AN IDEAL OF-REAL ESTATE VALUES-AN ADDITR̂N OR SEQION OF PROPERTY WH1(S. POSSESSES 

A MINIMUM OF INCONVL\ILNCES A.N'D A MAXIMUM OF. ADVANTAGES. • 

No City Taxes Restricted Addition Reasonably Priced 
To bepa wiUi, luch tn IDEAL niditjon 6cx» eacuL 

Bcginnmg t l the ternunttioo of Audfn A»«i»ue,jmt ouUkJc tK< 

c.ty Imrti. He* the Additbo Bc*utiKiI—CA5TL£ HEIGHTS. 

4C I t i l dty Itxition, ihii property d l cn an imptece-
denled opportunity to ihe crutn wt» hai been learcKirig (or iKc icical 
site q»Q vfkicK to bvAid iKc caitlc of Ki» drcajw, 

CASTLE HEJGHTS is also ide»\ rn that it is cortneclcd v,ith (he 
buiincu center oi Waco by a pcricct and unbrokea thoroughfare— 
Auiiin Avenue 

Although removed fiom the duit and ihe bustle oi cily life, 

CASTLE HEIGHTS i i not Uclcing in modem convcnletKt*. Solhlnj 

baa beaa overlooked; gai. water, ligh'j ind j o c r w>r.r«tioni"ha>e 

already been made. Even lot in ihc . \ i j j t io3 n "Choice." »itualed 

on winding drive* of high-grade gravel, and wilh every deiirod 

c3po<iire. 

Then, loo, >'ou can be f.iurcd of quality in your jurroundings. 

Due to the Fejtriciior:*, nr "ihack,' itore or (liling nation can be 

erected to mar the beauu ol CASTLE HEJGHT5. 

Shty loti of beautiful CASTLE HEIGHTS are now ready (or d'»-" 

r>o»L and at extremely low price* and yay convenient terms. This 

n an opportunity ŝ hlch you should consider TODAY; nUny have al

ready made application. 

Wc cordially invite you lo give this btautiful additioo a ihor-

ough inspection. Simply drive out Austin Avenue lo'33ni Street 

and follow the wiriding drives on ihc right. Yo» will not be diuf>> 

pointed-YOU W U l BE PLEASAKRY SURPRISED. 

C A S T L E H E I G H T S ADDITION 
W. T. HLHRICK-W. L. WOLLEH-Owners ^ 

Any real eslale dealer will be glad to show yo'j ihis property or call W. T. Herrick at Herrick Hardware &>mpany 
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Figure 5 Waco Drive in foreground, North 38" Street on left and hedge on right 
Property #56 in center, #97 in background 
Resources in foreground face onto Waco Drive and are no longer extant or are substantially altered 
Aerial Photo cl936. Castle Heights Survey Files. 
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Figure 6 3722 and 3724 Chateau, (#132 and #134) both 1930, north elevation, viewed from 201 N. 38* Street (under 
construction in foreground) 
September 1933, Castle Heights Survey Files. 

7 2 — 
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Figure 7 201 N. 38"' Street (#161) under construction. 
October 1933, Castle Heights Survey Files. 

m ^ 
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Figures 8 and 9 Representative Property 3300 Austin "The Castle" (#8) 1890/1913 
North elevation, camera facing south 

From Cottonland Castle Registered Texas Historic Landmark fde, 1977 

Circa 1913 photo from Waco Heritage & History Vol. 2 No. 4, 1971. 
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Figure 10 
Representative Property 3205 Austin (#2), 1919 
South elevation, camera facing northwest 
August 2003, Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figure 11 
Representative Property 3722 Chateau (#132) 1930 
north elevation, camera facing south 
January 2001, Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figures 12 and 13 
Representative Property 3804 Castle (#97) 1932 
Above: north elevation, east end, camera facing south 
Below: north elevation. Hedge House Addition in foreground, camera facing southeast 
January, 2001 Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figure 14 
Representative Property 3601 Austin (#30) 1934 
south elevation, camera facing north 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 

Figure 15 
Home of Ike Kestner, designed 1930 by Birch Easterwood 3724 Chateau (#134) 
North elevation, camera facing south 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 
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Figures 16 and 17 
Representative Property 3818 Herwol (#156) 1936 
Above: north elevation, west end, camera facing south 
Below: north elevation, east end, camera facing south 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 
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Figure 18 
Representative property 3818 Herwol (#156) 1936 
Southwest oblique, camera facing northeast 
cl936 photo from Castle Heights survey files. 
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Figures 19 and 20 
Representative Property 3503 Carondolet (#48) 1937 

South elevation, camera facing north 

Northwest oblique, camera facing southeast 
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Figure 21 
Representative Property 3700 Chateau (#128) 1939 
North elevation, camera facing south 
January 2001, Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figures 22 and 23 
Representative Property 3824 Herwol (#158) 1948 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 

North elevation, camera facing south 

West elevation, camera facing east 
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Figure 24 
Representative Property 3508 Castle (#80) 1950 
North elevation, camera facing south 
November 1994, Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figure 25 
Representative Property 3706 Chateau (#131) 1950 
Northeast oblique, camera facing southwest 
January 2001, Castle Heights Survey Files 
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Figure 26 
Representative Property 3706 Castle (#92) 1930 
North elevation, camera facing south 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 
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Figure 27 
Representative Property 3515 Austin (#25) 1965 
Northwest oblique, camera facing southeast 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 
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Figure 28 
Representative Property 3501 Carondolet (#47) 1984 
West oblique, camera facing east 
July 25, 2008 by Monica Penick 
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Photograph Inventorj' 

Castle Heights Historic District 
Waco, McLennan County, Texas 
Photographs by Stephanie Brinkman, January 2007 
Negatives on file at Texas Historical Commission 

PHOTO KEY: see attached map 

Photo 1 of 25 
3300 Austin - Contributing 
North oblique 
Camera facing south 

Photo 2 of 25 
3301 Austin (left) - Contributing 
3211 Austin (right) - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 3 of 25 
3301 Austin - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 4 of 25 
3400 Austin - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 5 of 25 
3828 Chateau - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 6 of 25 
3820 Chateau (left) - Contributing 
3824 Chateau (right) - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 
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Photo 7 of 25 
3706 Chateau (left) - Contributing 
3722 Chateau (center) - Contributing 
3724 Chateau (right) - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 8 of 25 
3724 Chateau - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 9 of 25 
3722 Chateau - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 10 of 25 
3620 Chateau - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 11 of 25 
3503 Carondolet (left) -
Island (center) 
3424 Carondolet (right) 
South oblique 
Camera facing north 

Contributing 

- Contributing 

Photo 12 of 25 
3415 Chateau (left) - Contributing 
3413 Chateau (right) - Noncontributing 
Southwest elevation 
Camera facing northeast 

Photo 13 of 25 
200 Castle - Contributing 
South oblique 
Camera facing north 

Photo 14 of 25 
200 Castle - Contributing 
Northeast elevation 
Camera facing southwest 
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Photo 15 of 25 
209 Castle (left) - Noncontributing 
207 Castle (right) - Contributing 
Southwest elevation 
Camera facing northeast 

Photo 16 of 25 
Island (foreground) 
208 Castle (left background) - Contributing 
3304 Castle (right background) - Contributing 
North oblique 
Camera facing south 

Photo 17 of 25 
3304 Castle (left) - Contributing 
3308 Castle (center) - Contributing 
3312 Castle (right) - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 18 of 25 
3505 Castle (left) - Contributing 
3501 Castle (center) - Contributing 
3425 Castle (right) - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 19 of 25 
3623 Castle - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 20 of 25 
3701 Herwol - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 21 of 25 
3718 Herwol - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 
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Photo 22 of 25 
3725 Herwol - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 

Photo 23 of 25 
3820 Castle - Contributing 
west oblique 
Camera facing east 

Photo 24 of 25 
3804 Castle - Contributing 
Northwest elevation 
Camera facing southeast 

Photo 25 of 25 
3705 Castle (left) - Contributing 
3701 Castle (right) - Contributing 
Southeast elevation 
Camera facing northwest 
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Map 1 Waco Map, showing Castle Heights (circled below) 
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Map 2 Contributing and Non Contributing Resources 

(see reverse) 
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Map 3 Historic Boundaries and resources by date 

(see reverse) 
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Castle Heights Historic District, Waco, McLennan County (Resubmitted) 
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USGS maps 
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