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1. Name of Property 

Historic Name: Park Road 4 Historic District 

Other names/site number: Park Road 4, Longhom Cavern State Park Parkway, Inks Lake State Park Parkway, 
Hoover's Valley Road, Longhom Cavern State Park 

2. Location 

Street & number: Park Road 4 from US 281 to SH 29 and Longhom Cavem State Park Not for publication: N/A 
City or town: Bumet Vicinity: Burnet Vicinity 
State: Texas Code: TX County: Bumet Code: N/A Zip code: 78611 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this x nomination 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 

of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, In my opinion, the 
property x meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally 
X statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) \ 

Signature of certifying official /) bate' 

Texas Historical Commission 
State or Federal Agency or Tribal govemment 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting official/Title Date 

State or Federal Agency or Tribal govermnent 

4. National Park Service Certification 

1, he/eby certify that this property is: 
entered in the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet. 
determined eligible for the National Register \ pigiiature of the Keeper 
_ See continuation sheet, 
determined not eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register Date of Action 
other (explain): 



5. Classification 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box) 

private building(s) 
public-local _X_ district 

_Xjpublic-State site 
public-Federal stmcture 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
6 1 buildings 
6 0 sites 
6 0 structures 
2 0 objects 

20 1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 0 

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions: TRANSPORTATION: Road-Related; LANDSCAPE: Park; RECREATION AND 
CULTURE: Outdoor Recreation 

Current Functions: TRANSPORTATION: Road-Related; LANDSCAPE: Park; RECREATION AND 
CULTURE: Outdoor Recreation 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification: OTHER: NPS Rustic; no style 

Materials: FOUNDATION: Stone 
WALLS: Stone 
ROOF: Wood Shingle 
OTHER: STONE: Limestone, Sandstone, Granite; CONCRETE; METAL: Steel; 

ASPHALT; EARTH 

Narrative Description: see continuation sheets 7-5 through 7-32. 
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Physical Description 

Summary 

Park Road 4 is a 15.5-tnile, two-lane scenic parkway that extends west from U.S. Highway 281, at a point fciur 
miles south of Bumet, Texas. It travels through Longhom Cavem State Park to FM 2342 in Hoover's Valley, 
where it tums north to skirt the eastem shore of Inks Lake State Park. It terminates at S.H. 29 to the west of 
Bumet. Lying entirely within Bumet County, Park Road 4 passes through a variety of dramatic landscapes from 
east to west, ranging from the gently rolling limestone karst region containing the spectacular Longhom Cavem, 
over and down the dramatic slopes of Backbone Ridge, and through the other-worldly pink gneiss formations 
above Inks Lake. The focus of this nomination is the parkway itself, a designed landscape that coimects the two 
parks. Due to its historic features and development and its close association with Park Road 4, all of Longhom 
Cavem State Park is also included in the nomination. 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has owned Park Road 4 since the mid-1930s, when the first several 
miles were constmcted by members of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) to provide visitor access to the 
newly renovated Longhom Cavem State Park. The parkway was extended west of the park headquarters using 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) workers in the early 1940s. The road cormected with FM 2342, and 
finally completed concurrently with the constmction of Inks Lake State Park about 1942. Today, Park Road 4 
serves as the major access road for Longhom Cavem State Park and for the eastem reaches of Inks Lake State 
Park. It is accessible from U.S. 281 on its east end, S.H. 29 on its north end, FM 2342 at approximately the mid
point, and several smaller local and county roads in between. 

The proposed Park Road 4 Historic District comprises the parkway (road) right-of-way, which varies in width 
from 100 to 300', and contains the whole of Longhom Cavem State Park. The road and parks maintain strong 
associations with the period of significance {Map 1). The district contains features related to the original 
parkway, including its horizontal and vertical roadway alignments; the eastem entrance portals; masonry bridges, 
retaining walls, and guardwalls, most of which were constmcted between 1934 and 1942 by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT, then known as the State 
Highway Department). Of particular note are the 62 stone and concrete culverts (see Culvert Table) that pass 
under the park road. Similar culverts are also found in Inks Lake State Park, outside of the district boundary. 
Historic buildings, stmctures, objects, and sites lie within the developed area of Longhom Cavem State Park. 
The district also contains historic landscape features such as vistas into the surrounding landscape, designed by 
the CCC; established scenic overlooks; native trees preserved from that period; and other vegetation planted by 
the CCC. 
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Current Conditions 

Park Road 4 was designed and constmcted primarily as a scenic route to connect Longhom Cavem State Park 
with US Highway 281. It was then extended to connect that park with Inks Lake State Park and SH 29 beyond. 
The parkway was begun and almost completed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s and early 1940s. 
It was then finished by the Texas State Highway Department in the early 1940s. This historic district contains the 
original parkway road, bridges, culverts, walls, buildings, picnic areas, overlooks, and other features associated 
with the constmction period from 1934 to 1942. This includes resources at Longhom Cavem State Park. The 
dominant historic features of the parkway remain intact, with few exceptions. Because it has not been 
substantially altered since its 1934-1942 constmction period and because it exhibits outstanding design and 
architectural integrity. Park Road 4, including Longhom Cavem State Park, is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Description of Contributing Resources in the District 

It is not necessary to evaluate individual components of a designed landscape; they may be grouped according 
to type and function. Individual features should be considered "in terms of their overall relationship to the 
totality of the landscape," according to National Park Service Bulletin 18: How to Evaluate and Nominate 
Designed Historic Landscapes. However, because this nomination includes a preponderance of unique 
buildings and stmctures within Longhom Cavem State Park and along the parkway (Park Road 4), those 
individual features were evaluated for their ability to contribute to the overall design of the park district. 

Like other types of nominations, these resources were studied, dated, and classified according to type and 
function. The park district is comprised of Longhom Cavem and the parkway features of Park Road 4. 
Contributing features must be of historic age (50 years old or older), associated with the period of Civilian 
Conservation Corps constmction during the 1930s and early 1940s, and retain a high degree of historic integrity 
from that era. Specifically, contributing features must possess integrity of location, design intent, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Noncontributing resources in the parks or along the parkway 
include nonhistoric properties as well as historic properties that no longer retain sufficient integrity to convey a 
sense of their history due to severe alterations. 

In addition to the four NRHP categories of contributing resources—buildings, stmctures, sites, and objects— 
other landscape qualities essential to the character of Park Road 4 as discussed in National Park Service Bulletin 
18: How to Evaluate and Nominate Designed Historic Landscapes, are also included: spatial organization, 
circulation, topography, and vegetation. The total eight categories considered are listed as follows: 

• spatial organization, 

• circulation, 

• topography. 
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• vegetation, 

• buildings, 

• stmctures, 

• sites, and 

• objects. 

"Spatial organization" refers to the composition and sequence of outdoor spaces within the district. "Circulation" 
refers to the means and pattems of movement throughout the district. "Topography" refers to the ways in which 
the landscape planning responds to the topographic features of the site, and also modifications of that 
topography. "Vegetation" refers to the response to existing vegetation and the management of vegetation through 
pmning, removal, or addition of trees, shmbs, and other plants. "Buildings" are those stmctures created 
principally to shelter human activities. "Stmctures" are usually constmcted for purposes other than creating 
human shelter; roads, bridges, and walls fall into this category. "Sites" are the locations of significant events or 
activities within the district; parking lots, picnic areas, and overlooks fall into this category. "Objects" refers to 
small scale features that are associated with a specific setting such as planted boulders. In general, each section 
is described in a sequence of movement from the east end of the roadway at US 281 to its terminus at SH 29. 

Spatial Orsanization 

Park Road 4 was designed to provide to the public a direct interaction with the natural landscape of the region. 
The spatial experience along the road is affected by a combination of varying topography, vegetative massing, 
and the buildings or stmctures along the road and within the developed area of Longhom Cavem State Park 
{Photos 5-10) and the campground area along the edge of Inks Lake within Inks Lake State Park (outside of the 
district boundary). 

The east end of Park Road 4, where it meets US 281, is organized around two large sandstone monuments that 
serve as entrance portals for the parkway, Longhom Cavem State Park visitors, and other travelers. The sense of 
entry created by the enclosure of these monuments is enhanced by the arching branches of live oaks and by 
stands of juniper that frame the monuments. 

For the first two miles, the parkway is primarily straight and mostly level, with wide grassy shoulders and 
fencing on both sides along the edges of its 100' right-of-way. While the dominant views for these first two 
miles are of the stretch of roadway framed by live oaks and cedar elms, according to CCC-era plans, a scenic 
viewpoint and potential overlook site was considered at a location just before the road descends to the crossing 
of Backbone Creek {Map 2). Today, the view to the rolling, scenic topography of the nearby hillsides is 
somewhat intermpted by invasive vegetative growth on adjacent lands and a high-tension power line corridor 
visible to the southwest. 
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Beyond this initial stretch, the parkway begins to undulate as it rises and descends through valleys carved by 
streams and their tributaries. The surrounding vegetation is altemately dense and tall, providing a greater sense 
of enclosure, then open and sparse. For example, after a single dramatic curve tightly bound by vegetation and 
rock-lined road cuts, the parkway ascends Backbone Ridge to reveal long views of the hills and creek valleys to 
the south. CCC-era plans suggest that a view of limestone outcroppings above Mud Spring Creek may have been 
a designed vista {see Map 2). Another prominent designed vista to the south at the crest of Backbone Ridge near 
the end of this section is also referenced in CCC-era plans {see Map 2). 

Past this stretch of road and adjacent to Park Road 4 within the boundaries of Longhom Cavem State Park is a 
collection of buildings, stmctures, roads, trails, and parking areas that comprise the headquarters of the park. 
Buildings and stmctures visible from the parkway include the CCC Museum, the Visitor's Center, and the Sam 
Bass Cavem Entrance {Map 3). Two large sinkholes located within the developed area are also visible from the 
road: one comprises the cavem entrance and the other is adjacent to the entrance drive and Visitor's Center 
parking lot across from the museum. To the south of these buildings are a picnic area and two CCC-period 
stmctures—the Observation (Water) Tower and the Cabin. A third stmcture, constmcted of limestone and open 
to the sky, is located adjacent to these. It was likely the original water tower referenced in CCC correspondence 
at the time the new tower was erected. The site of the CCC camp within the park is considered an archeological 
resource. 

On the north side of Park Road 4, across from the CCC Museum, is the Caretaker's Residence, constmcted by 
the CCC to house the park manager and now occupied by park staff. The house is set back approximately 200' 
from the north edge of Park Road 4 in a grove of large live oaks. A few hundred feet to the west, a gated dirt 
track leads to remnant CCC-era picnic facilities, including stone and concrete picnic tables, as well as two 
historic buildings and a historic stmcture which serve as infrastmcture for the cavem: the Switchboard House, 
the Lift Shelter, and the stone and wood-frame Cave Cover, built to protect the cave entrance that was used prior 
to the opening of the cavems as a state park. None of these features are currently visible from the road because of 
the heavy growth of cedar along the road and within the site. 

West of the developed area, the road descends across and down the westem slope of Backbone Ridge. The initial 
stretch is a straight corridor, with dense vegetation to either side, creating a sense of enclosure. To the north of 
this section is the site of Parking Overlook A, designed and constmcted by the CCC, but now abandoned and 
overgrown. This site is not visible from the parkway today. 

As the parkway descends the hill, there are long distance views of the Hill Country past Hoover's Valley to the 
west. Just at the top of the slope on the south side of the parkway is Parking Overlook B, comprised of a loop 
drive, Mission-66-era' picnic facilities, limestone boulders, and native plantings. The overlook, constmcted by 
the CCC in 1940, affords a more-than 180 degree view south, west and north down into the ravine formed by 
Williams Creek, as well as the sweep of Hoover's Valley and the hills beyond. 

' Mission 66 was a TxDOT program between 1956 and 1966 to improve roads in the state. 
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Past the overlook, the road makes its descent down from Backbone Ridge and the space of the road opens up 
dramatically to take in views of Hoover's Valley and Inks Lake, below. As it descends to meet FM 2342, the 
road is embraced by low stone guardwalls on both sides. 

Park Road 4 makes a right tum where it meets FM 2342 and heads north. This section of the road is a short, 
fairly straight corridor leading to the southem edge of Inks Lake State Park property, passing through Hoover's 
Valley. The Park Road 4 right-of-way along this stretch is only 100 feet wide and its spatial character is varied, 
affected by mixed small commercial development, large utilities, entrances to residential developments, and 
some agricultural activities. In the first part of this section of Park Road 4, attractive views of Backbone Ridge 
and other hills to the east are available, but otherwise, this section is a flat and straight corridor containing an 
obtmsive utility line, four roadway intersections, and commercial signage and residential development signage. 
It presents few attractive views and no plarmed vistas. 

Soon after crossing the southem boundary of Inks Lake Park, Park Road 4 makes several dramatic curves to the 
west, east, north, and then east again. The park's headquarters are about 2.5 miles from the park's southem 
boundary—this is the only public access to the intemal circulation of the park, but there are service vehicle 
access points fiirther down the road. The park headquarters contains a visitor's center, superintendent's 
residence, a camp store, 22 small cabins, and CCC-era culverts and retaining walls. 

This section of Park Road 4 is characterized by a heavy vegetative screen with occasional views into the 
camping areas and lakeshore. As the road winds around the edge of Inks Lake, brief glimpses of the distinctive 
form of Stone Mountain are available, often presented with the lake in the foreground. Approximately 4 miles 
into Inks Lake Park, the Devil's Waterhole Overlook on the south side of the road provides distant views to the 
waterfall of Spring Creek over pink gneiss rock outcroppings into Inks Lake. Park Road 4 continues to follow 
the lake's inlet at this point, heading west for a mile before gently tuming north, then west again where it passes 
the Highland Lakes Golf Club, which is south of the road and borders the lake. Intense maintenance for the golf 
course in this area has created an open landscape with views to the lake. The golf course is dotted with trees. It 
is not included in the historic district. From there, the road makes its last tum and heads northeast to intersect 
with SH 29. 
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Circulation 

Park Road 4 provides a direct link between US 281, Longhom Cavem State Park, Inks Lake State Park, and SH 
29. Although it was originally paved in gravel, the parkway was re-paved in asphalt in 1942. It is still paved in 
asphalt today and is marked as a two-lane road by reflective road paint and markers. 

The first six miles were originally constmcted to provide public access to the newly renovated Longhom Cavem 
and are relatively straight, reflecting pre-parkway land divisions. Most of the remaining nine miles, with the 
exception of the section through Hoover's Valley, were constmcted more in the maimer of a traditional scenic 
parkway with a curvilinear alignment that responds to the rolling topography. Built for recreational purposes. 
Park Road 4 was not planned to handle commercial and residential traffic. 

Park Road 4 constitutes the district's basic circulation route and provides access to many points of interest, 
including Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks, as well as the National Fish Hatchery built by the 
National Youth Association. It also passes the historic Hoover's Valley Chapel and Cemetery which are not 
included in this nomination as they are private entities and not associated with the CCC era development era. 
The road also provides access to privately-owned land, mostly where the right-of-way is narrow. 

Several local and coimty roads intersect with Park Road 4, the busiest of which is FM 2342 in Hoover's Valley. 
Other public roadways that intersect with the park road include Las Vistas Road (Old Bumet-to-Marble Falls 
Road), CR 118, CR 116, and Hoover's Valley Road. Other roads identified along Park Road 4 are gravel-paved 
and are privately-owned. The road is intermpted, particularly along the first six miles, by private gravel 
driveways accessing property subdivided, likely within the last ten years {Photo 19). Some of the drives are 
announced by large, modem stone and metal gates set close to Park Road 4 that detract from the integrity of the 
scenic drive. 

Within the bounds of Longhom Cavem State Park, Park Road 4 provides access to a number of park-related 
access drives and service roads, including the entrance into the developed area of the park. An interior park road 
leads from the entrance to features further inside the park. The road forms a "wye" for safe entrance and egress 
to the park headquarters. It then forms a loop that accesses the CCC Museum, Headquarters, Observation/Water 
Tower, and CCC Officers Quarters. Nature trails and picnic tables are all accessible from the loop road. A short 
road diverges from the loop and takes one to the marked site of the CCC camp near Park Road 4. 

Circulation inside Longhom Cavem has changed little since the CCC removed about 2.5 million cubic yards of 
mud and debris from the natural limestone cave. The cave entrance lies at the base of a limestone sinkhole 
partially covered by a natural bridge. It is accessed by a pair of open stairways cut into the bowl-like sinkhole. 
Visitors enter into a cool, dark room at the mouth of the cave and follow footpaths built by the CCC to the 
accessible parts of the cave. The paths follow the natural flow of a once-underground river. Guided tours lead 
visitors through a series of large chambers and low tuimels carved out by the water. Passages average about 23 
feet wide and 6 Vi to 23 feet high. Some of the rooms are so large they were used for dancehalls and church 
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services before the cavem became a state park. The principal trail traverses about 25% of the known passage; 
special arrangements can be made to access other parts of the cave, about 90% of which has been mapped. The 
main route takes approximately 1 Vz hours to complete. This historic trail is a contributing stmcture. 

Toyosrayhy 

Rolling topography is a major character-defining feature of Park Road 4. As the parkway passes from east to 
west, it leads through the gently rolling karst landscape east of Longhom Cavem, up and over Backbone Ridge, 
down into Hoover's Valley, and then along the pink gneiss hills and curves around the eastem edge of Inks Lake. 

Localized cut and fill was used to make the surface of the road usable by cars, but otherwise, road grading 
follows the natural slopes of the landscape as intended by the parkway's plarmers. Plans developed by the CCC 
for vertical alignment from US 281 to FM 2342 show the locations of cut and fill, cut occurring where hills were 
too steep to climb and fill occurring primarily where the parkway crossed over drainageways. It appears that 
most changes to the topography of Park Road 4 since 1942 have been localized and minor. Although changes in 
topography have occurred for the constmction of new bridges have occurred, the distinctive volumetric and 
visual qualities of the road provided by the curving horizontal and vertical alignment and the cut and fill side 
slopes retain a high degree of integrity. 

Vesetation 

Vegetation is also an important character-defining feature along Park Road 4. Both naturally-occurring and 
designed plantings were used in the CCC era to enhance the driving experience by framing vistas, enclosing 
spaces, punctuating linear stretches of road, and softening the foreground of sweeping views. Tree species found 
along the road respond to the underlying geology: soils created by granite and gneiss are typically deeper and 
contain more sand and gravel; thus, they are more likely to host the more soil-sensitive post oaks {Quercus 
stellata) and blackjack oaks {Quercus marilandica). 

Along the roadway, prominent live oaks {Quercus virginiana), cedar elms {Ulmus crassifolia), and post oaks of 
substantial caliper create an irregular framework along its length, providing scenic interest and perspective along 
the corridor. Of particular note are two large live oaks that frame the road just west of the westem tributary of 
Backbone Creek and two large live oaks that create a canopy over the road near its intersection with County 
Road 118. It appears that these and other trees were preserved by the CCC during road work, as indicated by 
historic plans and sketches. 

In addition to trees that were preserved by the CCC during constmction, additional plantings of native species 
were designed and installed by the CCC at three locations along the roadway: the entrance portals, Longhom 
Cavem, and Parking Overlook B. At the entrance portals, native plants installed by the CCC omament the 
entrance portals and include Spanish dagger (Yucca aloifolia), pricklypear cactus {Opuntia lindheimeri), and 
pencil cactus {Opuntia leptocaulis) growing in naturalistic arrangements on and around the portals. Groves of 
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live oaks and cedar elm that existed at the time of constmction frame the entrance and Ashe junipers (Juniperus 
ashei) provide an evergreen backdrop. 

According to historic drawings and existing conditions, plantings installed by the CCC in and around the 
developed area of Longhom Cavem included cedar elm, live oak, agarita (Berberis trifoliolata), Texas 
persimmon {Diospyrus virginiana), lance-leaf sumac {Rhus lanceolata), evergreen sumac {Rhus virens), fragrant 
sumac {Rhus triloba), Spanish dagger, Adam's needle, pricklypear cactus, pencil cactus, and other species of 
native and naturalized vines, grasses, and forbs. Most of these species are still evident in the immediate area. 

Parking Overlook B is omamented by plantings of evergreen sumac, lance-leaf sumac, pricklypear, Spanish 
dagger, Adam's needle, twist-leaf yucca {Yucca recurvifolia), Ashe juniper, and agarita that were either 
preserved or planted by the CCC around 1940. Historic drawings note that installed specimens were to be 
"planted in and around Guard Boulders in naturalistic groups, tying this planting to the native plants growing 
around." 

Tabular Inventory: Buildings, Structures, Objects, and Sites 

The following is a tabular inventory of buildings, stmctures, objects, and sites within the historic district. 
Resources are organized by these categories and identified by site number according to each category. The list is 
followed by an armotated inventory containing individual property descriptions, again organized by category. 
Culverts along Park Road 4 are individually described in an annotated inventory under "Additional Items." 

Buildinss: Buildings are created principally to shelter any form of human activity such as houses, bams, sheds, 
social halls, stores, and churches. 
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Buildings: Category A 

Site No. Name Location Condition Date Contributing 

A-1 CCC Museum Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1936 Yes 

A-2 Refectory Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1938 Yes 

A-3 Cabin (Officer's Quarters) Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1939 Yes 

A-4 Switchboard House Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Poor 1940 Yes 

A-5 Caretaker's Residence Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1940 Yes 

A-6 Lift Building Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Fair 1940 Yes 

A-7 Longhom Cavem State Park 
Visitor's Center 

Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1967 No 

Structures'. Stmctures are distinguished from buildings as fiinctional constmctions made for uses other than 
creating human shelter. They include, bridges, culverts, roadways, and systems of roadways and paths. 

Site No. Name Location Condition Date Contributing 

B-1 Park Road 4 Parkway between US 281 and SH 29 with 
associated bridges and culverts 

Good 1935-
1942 

Yes 

B-2 Foot Trails (Cavem) Within Longhom Cavem Good 1936 Yes 

B-3 Sam Bass Cavem Entrance & Walls Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Good 1938 Yes 

B-4 Water/Observadon Tower Refectory at Longhom Cavern State Park 
Headquarters 

Good 1940 Yes 

B-5 Early Water Tower Longhom Cavem State Park Headquarters Fair to 
Poor 

1935 Yes 

B-6 Cave Cover Along Park Road 4 Fair 1940 Yes 
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Objects: Objects are relatively small in scale and simply constmcted. They may be movable but are associated 
with specific settings or environments. Objects may include monuments, boundary markers, and fixtures. 

Site No. Name Location Condition Date Contributing 

C-1 North Entrance Portals (Road) East End of Park Road 4 at US 281 Fair 1939 Yes 

C-2 South Entrance Portal East End of Park Road 4 at US 281 Fair 1939 Yes 

Sites: Sites are locations of significant events, historic or prehistoric occupation or activity, or a building or 
stmcture, whether standing, mined, or vanished, where the location itself possesses historic, cultural, or 
archeological value. Sites include cemeteries, habitation sites, campgrounds, and designed or natural landscapes. 

Site No. Name Location Condition Date Contributing 

D-1 Park Road 4 right-of-way Entire length of park road right-of-way 
between US 281 and SH 29 

Fair 1935-
1942 

Yes 

D-2 Longhom Cavem State Park Park Road 4, Six Miles West of US 281 Good 1935 Yes 

D-3 CCC Camp Site Longhom Cavem State Park NA 1934 Yes 

D-4 Parking Overlook A West end of Longhom Cavem State Park Good c 1939 Yes 

D-5 Parking Overlook B West end of Longhom Cavem State Park Poor c 1939 Yes 

D-6 Devil's Waterhole Overlook Inks Lake State Park Fair Unknown Yes 
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Annotated Inventory of Properties: Buildings, Structures, Objects, and Sites 

The following is an annotated inventory of culmral resources classified as buildings, stmctures, objects, and 
sites. The site numbers correspond to those presented in the tabular inventory above. 

Buildinss 

Most buildings within the boundaries of the Park Road 4 Historic District are located within the headquarters 
area of Longhom Cavem State Park. The headquarters area contains the largest concentration of buildings 
constmcted by the CCC in the 1930s and early 1940s, including the original Administration Building, now the 
CCC Museum (A-1), a Refectory (A-2), an Observation/Water Tower, and a mstic cabin that once served as the 
Officer's Quarters for the CCC camp. Most are contributing features of the district. 

A-1: CCC Museum (1936, Contributing) (Photo 12) 

Description: The CCC Museum was built to serve as the original Administration Building for Longhom Cavem 
State Park. Located just inside the entrance to the park headquarters, the mstic stone and wood building and its 
surrounding stone terrace, low wall, and staircase, were designed and built by the CCC in 1936 {Photo 12). The 
CCC Museum is an asymmetrically-massed building with wide, low proportions, constmcted of random ashlar 
local limestone with timber and darker stone accents in the NPS-Rustic style. The building's plan is unusual, 
with a central volume and two dissimilar wings set at different angles, such that the building appears "bent" on a 
central axis. Indeed, early design drawings show that this axis was drawn from the cave opening and that the 
building was organized on radii extending from this origination point. Its central volume is an irregular 
polygonal mass, entered by two wide doorways with heavy timber lintels. The central pavilion becomes a squat 
observation tower on its second floor, accessed by a stone exterior staircase that begins at a rear comer of the 
building and reaches a landing with a door to a second floor room. At the landing, the staircase tums to hug the 
building and ascends behind a sloping parapet until it reaches the rooftop observation deck. A stone chimney is 
located near the edge of the observation deck. The floor of the deck is omamented with wrought iron letters set 
into the flooring indicating the four cardinal directions to orient the visitor to the views beyond. 

Now functioning as an interpretive center, the Museum once housed both administrative and visitor services for 
the park. Both functions were moved to the adjacent Visitor's Center when it was built in 1967 and the original 
headquarters was revamped as a museum to house a display interpreting the involvement of the CCC in the 
constmction of the building, the excavation and preparation of Longhom Cavem, and the constmction of Park 
Road 4. The building and its surrounding terrace, walls, and stairs are all in good condition. 

Significance: The CCC Museum is an outstanding example of the National Park Service mstic design aesthetic. 
It is directly associated with the work of the CCC, a depression-era agency that made tremendous contributions 
to local, state and national parks and landscapes in Texas and throughout the country. 
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A-2: Refectory (1938, Contributing) (Photo 16) 

Description: The Refectory is another CCC-era building within the Longhom Cavem State Park headquarters 
area. It was designed in 1937 and built in 1938 for use by the public. The Refectory was plarmed as a 
freestanding open pavilion but by the time it was completed, the decision was made to attach a new Water Tower 
and pump house to its rear side. 

The Refectory is a front-gabled, rectangular one-story stone building that is largely open on three sides. The 
building rests on a concrete foundation with a low, rough-hewn stone base. Its walls are made of dressed 
limestone laid in regular courses. Several horizontal rows of razor stone divide the elevation into four sections, 
top to bottom. The primary entrance to the shelter is through a large, Gothic arched opening defined by soldier 
course razor stone laid in a stylized pattem. Five wood purlins set at regular intervals pierce the wall at the 
roofiine. The side walls are largely open but supported by full-height, rough-hewn wood pillars with wood 
corbels. The fourth side is a stone wall that abuts the Water Tower. The medium-pitched roof is covered in 
wood shingles and features notched, exposed rafters. 

Significance: Like the CCC Museum, the Refectory was built in the NPS-Rustic style, using local limestone 
with darker stone accents and heavy timbers. The building's design and stone constmction reflect the same 
highly-crafted references to Texas vemacular architecture as the CCC Museum. It is in good condition. 

A-3: Cabin (Officer's Quarters) (1939, Contributing (Photo 15) 

Description: As early as 1934, plans were drawn for several cabins at Longhom Cavem State Park. Only the 
cabin which was intended to house officers of the CCC camp, and sometimes referred to as the "double cabin", 
was completed about 1939. The cabin is comprised of two unequal, intersecting volumes that present an L-
shaped footprint. One section is a side-gabled wing with a square, squat stone chimney on the exposed end 
wall. A partial-width porch is sheltered under the slope of the gabled roof. It is supported by a massive stone 
column with a battered base. This section served as a sitting or living room. The other section is a taller, shed-
roofed volume intended as sleeping quarters. It is set at a right-angle to the side-gabled portion. The entire 
building is constmcted of rough-hewn limestone in the NPS-Rustic tradition. Like the Refectory, it features 
several compact rows of razor stone to relieve the limestone walls. The stone foundation is slightly battered like 
the porch column to give a flared appearance. Part of the wall in the living room is composed of rough, vertical 
timbers chinked with cement. Wood frame windows topped with mstic wood lintels are set deep in the 
limestone walls. Each room has one or more wood casement windows covered by screens. The side-gabled roof 
is covered in wood shingles and features pointed rafter ends. The stone sides of the shed roof are stepped with a 
wood-shingled roof covering stretched between them. It, too, displays pointed wood rafter ends. The cabin is in 
good condition and is used for storage. 

Significance: The Officer's Quarters is an excellent example of CCC constmction at Longhom Cavem. Great 
care was given to the design and execution of the building and it outstandingly conveys a sense of the NPS-mstic 
aesthetic. 
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A-4 Switchboard House (1940, Contributing) (Photo 14) 

Description: Several utilitarian resources lie on the north side of Park Road 4, across the road from the 
headquarters complex. Approximately 700 feet to the north of the road stands the Switchboard House (1940), a 
tiny frame building topped that measures about 8' by 8'. It is topped by a pyramidal roof with a crocket at its 
apex. The building is a one-room of single wall constmction with wide horizontal boards for siding. A framed 
doorway allows access to the building. Designed early in 1940, the building was probably constmcted shortly 
afterward. It houses the fiise boxes that control the electrical utilities to the cavem. It is in poor condition with 
some of the siding and roof shingles missing. 

Significance: The Switchboard House is in poor condition but nonetheless conveys a sense of history in its 
utilitarian design, materials, roof form, and use. 

A-5 Caretaker's Residence (1940, Contributing) 

Description: Plans for the Caretaker's Residence were drawn as early as 1937 but the building wasn't under 
constmction until late in 1940. It is a single story, U-plan Ranch style house with intersecting gabled roofs. 
Decorative wood brackets support the eaves. The house features both frame and cut limestone constmction. The 
entry is recessed behind a partial width shed-roofed front porch that fills in the gap between two projecting 
wings. The porch is supported by three square limestone columns. Windows are wood casements topped by 
wood lintels. Windows in the stone section of the house feature stone sills. A square, interior stone chimney 
pierces the roofiine at the intersection of the two gables. The house is in good condition and is still in use as a 
caretaker's residence. A modem 4' wire and wood fence describes the yard. 

Signiflcance: The Caretaker's Residence was built as part of the CCC constmction efforts at Longhom State 
Park and, while not intended for public scmtiny, it nonetheless conveys a modest sense of the NPS-mstic style in 
its stone and wood constmction, stone columns, and natural setting. 

A-6 Lift Building (1940, Contributing) 

Description: The Lift Building lies near the Switch House. It is a tall, one-room rectangular frame building with 
a medium-pitched gable roof pierced by two turban vents. The building is sided with vertical boards and has a 
long opening on one end that is covered with a cross-hatched wood door. The building covers an entrance to the 
cave and contains a vertical hoist for lifting supplies to and from the cavem below. It is most often used for 
special events held in the cavem. The building is in fair condition. 

Significance: The lift building is a utilitarian building that covers the mechanism used to haul supplies and 
equipment to and from the cavem. The bam-like building conveys a history associated with the CCC efforts at 
Longhom Cavem State Park. 

A-7 Longhorn Cavern State Park Visitor's Center (1967, Noncontributing) 
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Description: A new Visitor's Center was built southeast of the original center in 1967. It is a large stone and 
glass building with an open plan with areas for a snack concession, lunch room, gift shop, ticket sales, 
administrative offices, and restrooms. Situated within a few yards of the original CCC-era administration 
building, the current Visitor's Center is comprised of a cavemous central volume made of stone and wood-cased 
fixed windows. Although it has a shallow, side-gabled metal roof, canted walls covered with wood shingles lend 
a "Mansard" effect to the roofiine. Two one-story wings built of random limestone and featuring clay tile 
canales, curve toward the entrance. Two centered glass doors open to the interior; a bank of restrooms lie on one 
side of the entry doors and a kitchen and serving area lie on the other side. Massive limestone fireplaces occupy 
the short sides of the building with chimneys on both exterior ends. 

Significance: Although the new Visitor's Center reflects the NPS design aesthetic in its use of natural stone and 
wood shingles, the building is nonhistoric, not associated with the CCC, and is therefore noncontributing. 

Structures 

The category of stmctures includes Park Road 4 itself, cavem trails, the Sam Bass Cavem Entrance and Walls, 
the Entrance Portal at US 281, the water towers, and the bridges, culverts, and guardwalls within the Park Road 4 
Historic District boundary. 

B-1 Park Road 4 (1935-1942, Contributing) (Photos 2,3,4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,11) 

Description: Park Road 4 was originally designed and constmcted as a scenic drive to provide access from US 
Highway 281 to the newly designated Longhom Cavem State Park. It was intended as a parkway, solely for 
recreational, rather than commercial or residential, purposes. The parkway was later extended to coimect 
Longhom Cavem with Inks Lake State Park and SH 29. The parkway was begim and almost completed by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s and early 1940s, and then finished by the Texas State Highway 
Department in the early 1940s. The first section of the road linking US 281 to Longhom Cavem State Park is 
relatively straight, following property lines that pre-date the acquisition of the cavem. From Longhom Cavem, 
the road follows a curvilinear alignment that addresses the Hill Country topography and offers travelers scenic 
views. Although it was originally paved in gravel, the two-lane parkway was improved and paved with asphalt in 
1942. It remains a two-lane, asphalt-covered road with shallow shoulders and tree cover. 

A total of 62 concrete and masonry culverts and bridges are located along the length of Park Road 4. They are 
among the most noteworthy stmctures in the historic district (See Culvert Table). The most significant of these 
stmctures are located between the east entrance to Park Road 4 and its intersection with FM 2342. Several are 
known to be designed and constmcted by the CCC during the period of significance. Five culverts in this section 
are the most exemplary of all the drainage stmctures installed along Park Road 4 because of their design and 
workmanship. All five have ashlar pattemed masonry sandstone Roman arches with stepped headwalls and with 
semicircular stone voussoirs radiating around the culvert openings {Photo 2). The culvert tuimels are made of 
concrete. All are in good condition. 
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Culvert Table 
Culvert Location Materials Description Condition 
CO-01 .4 mi W 

of US 281 
Limestone Dry masonry with CMP Inlet: Poor 

Outlet: 
Very Poor 

CO-02 1.2 mi W 
of US 281 

Limestone Mortared masonry; square level wall 
with 1 CMP 

Inlet: Good 

OuUet: Good 
CO-03 1.7 mi W 

of US 281 
Limestone Approx. 20' long head wall; square, 

mortared limestone; triple CMP - center 
one is larger than sides; on outlet side, 
center CMP extends about two feet 
beyond the wall 

Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 

CO-04 2.0 mi W 
of US 281 

Limestone Small; split face mortared limestone 
with 1 CMP 

Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-05 2.3 mi W 

of US 281 
Sandstone Ashlar pattemed masonry; Roman arch 

with stepped head walls; concrete arch 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-06 2.7 mi W 

of US 281 
Sandstone Low, wide masonry arch with stepped 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-07 3.1 mi W of US 281 Sandstone Large concrete and ashlar mortared 

masonry arch with long, curved, stepped 
wing walls 

Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-08 3.3 mi W of US 281 Sandstone Large mortared masonry and concrete 

arch with stepped headwalls 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-09 3.5 mi W of US 281 Sandstone Ashlar mortared masonry and concrete 

arch with stepped headwalls 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-10 3.9 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 

wing walls 
Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-11 4.3 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 

wing walls 
Inlet: Good 
Oudet: Good 

CO-12 4.5 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 
wing walls 

Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-13 4.9 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 

wing walls 
Inlet: Fair 

OuUet: Fair 
CO-14 5.0 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry bo.x culvert with angled Inlet: Poor 
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wing walls 

Oudet: Poor 
CO-15 5.1 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 

wing walls 
Inlet: Poor 

Oudet: Poor 
CO-16 5.3 mi W of US 281 Limestone Small masonry box culvert with angled 

wing walls 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-17 5.6 mi W of US 281 Limestone Masonry arch with stepped wing walls 

and rail 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-18 .2 W of Longhom Cavem 

Entrance 
Limestone Small, mortared masonry with CMP Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Fair 
CO-19 9 mi W of Longhom Cavem 

Entrance 
Limestone Large ashlar mortared masonry curved 

headwall, CMP 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-20 1.4 mi W of Longhom Cavem 

State Park 
Limestone Small, square headwall with arched 

stone facing around CMP 
Inlet: Fair 

Oudet: Good 
CO-21 1.7 mi. W of Longhom Cavem 

State Park 
Limestone Larger rectangular headwall; stone arch 

facing around CMP 
Iidet: Fair 

Oudet: Poor 
CO-22 2.2 mi W of Longhom Cavem 

State Park 
Limestone Drop Inlet, CMP 

Drylaid cheekwalls, large headwall; 
embedded with retaining wall on 
roadside, stone-lined spillway 

Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Poor 

CO-23 2.3 mi W of Longhom Cavem 
State Park 

Limestone 

Outlet: Granite? 

Small, square masonry with CMP, and 
drop inlet 

Spillway 

Inlet: Fair 

Oudet: Good 
CO-24 Intersection of Park Road 4 and 

FM 2342 
Granite? Low, rectilinear masonry headwall with 

double CMP and drop inlet 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Poor 
CO-25 .8 mi from intersection of Park 

Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite? Rectangular headwall with one CMP Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-26 1.4 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite? Small, square, with half-sunken concrete 

pipe 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-27 1.7 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square headwall with concrete 

pipe 
Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 
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CO-28 1.8 mi from intersection of 
Park Road 4 and FM 2342 

Limestone Ashlar, small, elliptical concrete pipe 
entering and exiting at an angle 

Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-29 1.9 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-30 2.0 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-31 2.1 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-32 2.3 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Good 
CO-33 2.4 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Fan-
CO-34 2.5 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-35 2.7 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square ashlar with concrete pipe Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Fair 
CO-36 2.75 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Large concrete box with ashlar masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Fair 
CO-37 2.9 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Large concrete double box with ashlar 

masonry headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-38 3.2 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square headwall with single 

concrete pipe 
Inlet: Fair 

Oudet: Good 
CO-39 3.3 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Four large concrete boxes under three 

courses of limestone masonry 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-40 3.5 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square headwall with single 

elliptical concrete pipe 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-41 3.6 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square headwall with single 

concrete pipe 
Inlet: Fair 

Outlet: Good 
CO-42 3.8 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Small square headwall with double 

concrete pipes 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-43 4.0 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 
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Outlet: Fair 
CO-44 4.1 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite? Concrete box with masonry headwall Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-45 4.4 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-46 4.6 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite? Concrete box with masonry headwall Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-47 5.3 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masomy 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-48 5.4 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Double concrete pipe with rectangular 

masonry headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-49 5.5 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-50 5.6 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Inlet: Concrete pipe with square 

masonry headwall 
Outlet: Concrete pipe outlets at bottom 
of 100' retaining wall 

Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 

CO-51 5.7 mi from intersection of 
Park Road 4 and FM 2342 

Inlet: Granite 

Outlet: 
Limestone 

Concrete pipe with square masonry 
headwall 

Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 

CO-52 5.8 mi from intersection of 
Park Road 4 and FM 2342 

Granite Concrete pipe with square masonry 
headwall 

Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-53 5.9 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Good 
CO-54 6.0 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Oudet: Fair 
CO-55 6.1 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Fair 
CO-56 6.2 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite Large concrete box with masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-57 6.4 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Granite Long rectangular masonry headwall with 

double concrete pipes 
Irdet: Good 

Outlet: Good 
CO-58 6.8 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 
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Outlet: Good 
CO-59 6.8 mi from intersection of 

Park Road 4 and FM 2342 
Limestone Concrete pipe with square masonry 

headwall 
Inlet: Good 

Outiet: 
Unknown 

CO-60 6.9 mi from intersection of 
Park Road 4 and FM 2342 

Inlet: Limestone 
Oudet: Pink 
Granite 

Concrete pipe with square masonry 
headwall 

Inlet: Good 

Outiet: Good 
CO-61 2.8 mi W of US 281 Small CMP encased in small stones Inlet and 

Outiet: 
Unknown 

CO-62 7.0 mi from intersection of 
Park Road 4 and FM 2342 

Pink granite Concrete pipe with square masonry 
headwall 

Inlet: Good 

Outiet: Good 

Another culvert with arched openings is located just inside the eastem boundary of Longhom Cavem State Park. 
This culvert has an ashlar-pattemed, limestone parabolic arch with stone voussoirs radiating around the opening. 
It is the only culvert with headwalls that rise above the road grade. At this point, the roadway has a slight vertical 
curve, arching over the culvert and its limestone masonry headwalls are visible from the road. It appears that this 
culvert was the first culvert designed for the park road, but this single-arched stmcture was installed instead of 
what had been originally planned as a triple-arched stmcture in 1936. 

Also within the first six miles of the parkway are seven culverts that may have been constmcted by the CCC, 
because the concrete apron below one of them is inscribed with "Bill Dog 1934" {Photo 3). These are relatively 
small, limestone masonry box culverts with angular wingwalls. It appears that, due to the smaller quantities of 
drainage along the ridgetop alignment of this section, large culverts were not required during road constmction. 
No design drawings for these stmctures or any supportive historic documentation have been located but they 
appear to date from the CCC-era. 

From this point to approximately 1.4 miles north of the intersection of Park Road 4 with FM 2342 are a series of 
culverts with split-faced ashlar limestone arches with semicircular voussoirs radiating around the openings. 
Otherwise, minor variations, including length, distinguish each culvert: one is curved in plan, some have stepped 
headwalls, and some possess a stone coping with a shallow reveal. Conditions vary. These were designed and 
constmcted by the CCC, with plans developed in 1940. 

Between a point just inside Inks Lake State Park's southem boundary to SH 29 is a series of culverts, most with 
short headwalls constmcted in an ashlar pattem with what appears to be granite. While most are constmcted 
around elliptical or round concrete drain pipes, a small number have either single or double, square or 
rectangular, concrete boxes {Photo 4). Although no historic documentation has been located regarding their 
design or constmction, it is likely that they were installed by the Texas State Highway Department concurrent 
with the constmction of the parkway around Inks Lake in 1941. 
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Two long-span concrete bridges, constmcted after the period of significance of the road and park, are located 
within the Inks Lake State Park segment of Park Road 4. TxDOT documents indicate that the bridge at the 
crossing of Honey Creek under the east end of Park Road 4 {Photo 17) was added after the historic period (ca. 
1975) to replace a concrete low-water crossing and replaced an earlier CCC-era bridge. The Spring Creek bridge 
may have also replaced an original Park Road 4 bridge, the footings of which remain next to the newer stmcture, 
but no further documentation has been found for either {Photo 18). These two bridges are not associated with the 
CCC or WPA era park projects and do not date to the historic period. They are considered inappropriate 
alterations to the Park Road 4 stmcture, but do not detract from the overall integrity of the road sufficiently to 
render it ineligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Two limestone walls edge Park Road 4 as it descends to Hoover's Valley from the top of Backbone Ridge 
{Photo 11). They function as both retaining walls and as guard walls and vary in height, averaging two feet 
above road grade. Begiiming at the top of the hill, on the north side, the first wall extends along the road for 450 
feet. The second wall is located further downhill on the south side of the road and is 2000 feet long. It appears 
that while the retaining portions of the walls are mortared in place, the guard walls are made of long, thin slabs 
of drylaid limestone. These guard walls were constmcted between 1938 and 1940. The walls are failing in 
several places and are considered in only fair condition. 

A 100-foot long retaining wall located in the Inks Lake portion of the parkway supports the Devil's Waterhole 
Overlook. It is sited on top of a granite outcropping that forms a natural spillway. The top of the wall slopes 
parallel to the road, while the bottom of the wall descends to meet the natural grade so that its height varies from 
1 to 15 feet. No documentation has been found regarding the design and constmction dates of this wall and 
overlook feature, but it likely dates to 1941 when this section of the road was constmcted by the State Highway 
Department. 

Significance: Park Road 4 is an outstanding example of a parkway built by the CCC and later, the WPA, first to 
access Longhom Cavem State Park, and later. Inks Lake State Park. The parkway was designed to transport the 
visitor through a beautiftil, natural enviroimient. It was as much as an attraction for its vistas, curves, built 
features, and landscaping, as the parks themselves. Although a few of the culverts are in only fair condition, all 
but one retain sufficient integrity to be considered character-defining features of the road and convey an accurate 
sense of their artful, historic design and display excellent craftsmanship. As a stellar, and largely intact, example 
of a CCC-era parkway, Park Road 4 is an intrinsic and contributing element of the historic district. 

B-2 Foot TraUs in Cavern (1936, Contributing) 

Description: Park planners sketched a plot plan for the development of a trail system within Longhom Cavem 
as early as July, 1934. Before trail improvements could be made, the CCC had to remove tons of debris in the 
cavem. In 1936, the CCC carved a meandering loop foot path that follows the fiow of a once-underground river 
through a series of large chambers and low turmels carved out by the water. Passages range from about 6 V2 to 
23 feet in height and average about 23 feet in width. Before the cavem became a state park, dances and church 
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services were held in the larger rooms. About 90% of the cavem has been mapped. Tourist trails cover about 
25% of the known passage although arrangements can be made to access other parts of the cavem. The main 
route takes approximately 1 V2 hours to complete. 

Significance: An original feature of the park, the trail is in good condition and contributes to the historic district. 

B-3 Sam Bass Cavern Entrance and Walls (1939, Contributing) (Photo 13) 

Description: On axis with the CCC Museum is the Sam Bass Cavem Entrance (Head House) (1936), comprised 
of a stone pergola and staircase leading down to the welded steel cavem gate {Photo 13). The pergola stmcture 
consists of two Gothic arches of hand-hewn limestone, supported by stone buttresses and connected by a rear 
wall with an inset bench. Wood beams once sparmed these stone supports, but are missing today. Black, wrought 
iron lantems omament each side of each of the two arches, but are in poor condition. Below the pergola, a single 
set of stairs leads to a balcony and twin staircases descend and tum, leading to another landing from which 
another single set of stairs leads to the floor of the sinkhole and to the gated entrance of the cave. The staircases 
are supported by mortared limestone cheekwalls. The combined Museum and Entrance complex was 
constmcted by the CCC using primarily hand tools and local materials in the National Park Service Rustic style. 

Significance: The Sam Bass Cavem Entrance and Walls are the introduction to the cavem for thousands of 
visitors each year. They were built to erdiance the experience of the natural landscape and cave. Very little 
change has occurred to the stmcture over time; comparisons with early photographs show only that the 
surrounding trees and shmbs have grown. Overall, the cavem entrance, pergola, stairs and retaining walls 
leading to the entrance are in good condition. The CCC-era stmcture is a contributing element in the historic 
district. 
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B-4 Water Tower (Observation Tower) (1939, Contributing) (Photo 16) 

Description: When Longhom Cavem State Park opened to the public, a new, permanent water supply tank and 
pump house were needed to replace the temporary water tardc (B-6) that had previously served the CCC camp. 
The new stmcture was planned as a combination water and lookout tower with an attached one-story 
pumphouse. The finished Water/Observation Tower is a three-story shaft built of dolomitic limestone rock and 
native oak timbers. The tower abuts the Refectory. The stmcture contains a 3,500 gallon Cypress tank on the 
second floor. A hand-hewn circular stairway leads from the tank room to an observation deck on the third flour. 
The tower rises up between the pumphouse and Refectory. Job completion documents indicated that the 
pumphouse was intended to balance the Refectory on the other side. According to the project superintendent, 
"the result [was] an attractive and much needed addition to park facilities" (Rawls Febmary 14, 1940). 
Significance: The Water Tower appears very much the way it did when completed in 1939. It is directly 
associated with the CCC efforts at the park and conveys a strong sense of the NPS-Rustic aesthetic that we have 
come to identify with our historic parks and sites. 

B-5: Early Water Tower (ca. 1935, Contributing) 

Description: Adjacent to the building is a mortared limestone stmcture that housed the original water tower for 
the CCC camp. Park records from 1939 justify the constmction of the larger Water Tower (B-5) as necessary for 
public use. The stmcture features four limestone walls but has no roof. 

Significance: This tower may have been the original water source for the CCC camp. By 1939, however, the 
park officials saw a need for a larger stmcture. The Early Water Tower nonetheless is associated with the 
historic period activities in and around the park. Thus, it contributes to the historic district. 

B-6 Cave Cover (1940, Contributing) 

Description: The Cave Cover stmcture lies in a wooded area approximately 100 feet north of the Switchboard 
House. It consists of a stone foundation capped with a gabled metal roof. The stmcture covers an old entrance 
to the cave that probably pre-dated park acquisition. It was placed to prevent access from other than the official 
entry. 

Significance: The stmcture dates to the historic period and appears to be unchanged. Thus, it is contributing to 
the historic district. 
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Objects 

C-1 and C-2 Entrance Portals at US 281 (1939, Contributing) (Photo 1) 

Description: Two dry-laid sandstone stmctures and free standing walls face U.S. 281 and frame the entrance to 
Park Road 4 {Photo J). On the south side, the sandstone wall frames a wooden sign with routed letters painted 
yellow reading "Longhom Cavem State Park." On the north side, a msticated, dry-laid stone arch represents the 
arched opening of the cavem. While the historic design drawings of these portals are not dated, other historic 
documents suggest that they were designed in 1935 and constmcted by the CCC by 1939. These drawings show 
that each wall once terminated in a pier close to the edge of what is now U.S. 281. 

These portals were built using native sandstone that was obtained by the CCC from a local rancher and selected 
for its weathered qualities and the presence of lichens that suggest age. The composition was originally designed 
with a central island and wing walls that terminated in piers at each end where they met the edge of U.S. 281. 
The central island and the piers were removed and the walls shortened to accommodate widening of the 
highway. Limestone boulders were placed along the edge of pavement on both sides of the entrance, but it is not 
known i f these were original to the CCC period. 

Significance: Despite the loss of some historic fabric, the entrance portals continue to reflect the NPS-Rustic 
aesthetic and are contributing elements in the historic district. 

D-1 Park Road 4 Right-of-way (1935 to 1942, Contributing) (Photo 1,10) 

Description: The Park Road 4 right-of-way is demarcated by boundary fencing and includes the park road 
stmcture itself, the entrance to the road on U.S. Highway 281, and designed landscapes scenic viewpoints along 
the route of Park Road 4. 

The design philosophy of the National Park Service is introduced at the entrance to Park Road 4. The entrance 
was designed by the CCC and portals were around 1939. The portals were built using native sandstone that was 
obtained from a local rancher and selected for its weathered qualities and the presence of lichens that suggest 
age. The composition was originally designed with a central island and wing walls that terminated in piers at 
each end where they met the edge of U.S. 281. The central island and the ends of the wing walls have been 
removed since the time of constmction, presumably to accommodate highway widening and larger vehicle 
tuming radii. Limestone boulders were placed along the edge of pavement on both sides of the entrance, but it is 
not known i f these were original to the CCC period. 

Between the Entrance Portals and Longhom Cavem State Park, several scenic viewpoints were indicated by the 
CCC in design documents. While vehicular pull-offs may have been constmcted at these points, there is no 
evidence of parking areas. Views to Hoover's Valley and beyond are visible from the road. However, the view 
from one of these points is now blocked by invasive vegetation. 
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The viewpoints were of paramount interest to the CCC mission to create a parkway that would allow visitors to 
experience the natural beauty of the surrounding Hill Country. These views continue to delight travelers along 
the parkway and thus convey their original intention as designed by the CCC. 

Landscape plans were developed for the parkway as early as 1935. Certain existing trees and shmbs were 
identified for inclusion in the landscape plan. Planting and seeding were first introduced at the entrance on US 
281 in 1936. From 1936 forward, the CCC terraced areas along the road. They performed selective cutting, 
seeding, and moving and planting of trees and shmbs along the parkway. They were directed to place screen 
planting on the "scenic road." Plans repeatedly specified that all plant materials were to be native and collected 
locally. In 1940, they planted Blue Boimet seeds along the parkway. 

The landscaping designed and installed by the CCC erdiances the natural experience of the parkway. Great care 
was taken to select hardy plants and trees, many of which contribute to the mature tree canopy over the first 
section of the parkway. The CCC-era landscaping highlights rather than competes with the natural environment. 

D-2 Longhorn Cavern State Park Headquarters - Design and Layout (1935-1936, Contributing) 

Description: The layout of the headquarters area of Longhom Cavem State Park, including park roads and trails, 
was designed in concert with the NPS philosophy. The layout of the driveway was designed in a "wye" 
configuration as recommended by the NPS for smooth and safe traffic flow. The most important natural features, 
that is, the two large sinkholes, limestone boulders, and large native trees surrounding them, were preserved and 
their setting enhanced with additional boulders, terracing, and native plants. The site is in good condition. 

As with the park road, landscape plans were developed for Longhom Cavem State Park as early as 1935, with 
the CCC terracing areas within the park headquarters area beginning in 1936. They performed selective cutting, 
seeding, and moving and planting of native, locally-collected trees and shmbs throughout the park. 

Significance: The park roadways and paths which allow access to points of interest, picnic areas, and hiking 
trails were designed to afford visitors a natural recreation envirotmient. The current park road alignment, tum 
outs, loop drives, trails, and noteworthy natural features such as the limestone sinkhole near the entrance, follow 
their original plan to a large degree. The plan dates to the CCC presence at Longhom Cavem and is therefore a 
contributing element of the historic district. 

D-6 Parking Overlook A (1939, Contributing) 

Description: CCC documents indicate that two parking overlooks were plaimed and constmcted along Park 
Road 4 west of Longhom Cavem {Map 4). Parking Overlook A was designed with a curvilinear drive that climbs 
a steep slope up to the suiranit of the hill from which views into the Hill Country landscape are available. The 
design also incorporated native limestone boulders used as pavement edging and native plants placed in 
naturalistic groupings within the overlook area. It appears that the picnic shelter there was added in the 1960s 
and the parking expanded. The overlook remains in good condition. 
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Significance: Parking Overlook A was designed and built as part of the CCC plan for viewpoints and rest stops 
with magnificent views along the parkway. Overlook A appears very much as it did when established, is 
associated with the CCC parkway design, and dates to the period of significance. It contributes to the district. 

D-7 Parking Overlook B (1939, Contributing) 

Description: Parking Overlook B was developed as part of the overall park plan but was later abandoned by 
TPWD. The overlook space was designed and constmcted as a simple circle, cormected to the parkway by a 
granite gravel drive, and provided views into the landscape to the north and west. It has grown up in cedar and is 
almost imperceptible from the road; it is in poor condition but could be restored as an overlook. 

Significance: Although no longer accessible as a viewpoint. Overlook B references the original plan of the 
parkway, dates to the period of significance and contributes modestly to the historic fabric. 

D-8 Devil's Waterhole Overlook (c. 1941, Contributing) 

Description: The Devil's Waterhole Overlook was designed as a shallow pull-off along Park Road 4 within Inks 
Lake State Park and features a large gneiss rock outcropping and a view to the waterfall of Spring Creek into 
Inks Lake. The retaining wall that supports the pull-off was constmcted out of what appears to be locally-
obtained pink granite atop an exposed outcrop of native stone. The design also preserved a live oak that shades a 
portion of the pull-off. The exact date of the overlook is urdmown, but it may have been established between 
1940 and 1942 when other constmction took place at Irdcs Lake State Park and the road was extended to SH 29. 

Significance: The Devil's Waterhole Overlook conforms to CCC goals of providing overlooks and vistas to the 
traveling public. It likely dates to the early 1940s. It is considered a contributing feature of the district. 

Small-scale Landscape Elements in Historic District (not counted individually as contributing resources): 

Boulder edging (1936): Limestone and granite boulders are used along sections and within sites adjacent to 
Park Road 4 to mark the edge of pavement. The locations and placement of these boulders were designed by the 
CCC to be part of the mstic appearance of the roadway. 

Limestone boulders edge the road on both sides of the entrance portals. Some of these demonstrate weathering 
that suggests their placement in the 1930s, but others may have been placed within the last few years. Their 
installation does not reflect the design philosophy of "planted" boulder placement suggested by the NPS and 
used by the CCC along the rest of Park Road 4. 

Limestone and granite boulders are also found along the edge of both sides of Park Road 4 and along interior 
driveways within Longhom Cavem State Park and along the driveway loops at both Parking Overlooks. It 
appears that these boulders may be from the period of significance due to the installation technique and 
weathering. They were also used as retaining walls and guard rails along the edges of the parking lot within the 
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park. Design drawings indicate that they were "planted" about halfway into the ground for a namral appearance 
in the manner suggested by the NPS. Boulders were also installed adjacent to the limestone guardwalls, perhaps 
to prevent damage from vehicles. Drawings suggest that they were also planted in a like maimer. 

Granite boulders, varying two to three feet apart, mark the edge of a trailhead on the westem side of the road 
across from the Pecan Flat camping area and also line the drive at Inks Lake State Park Headquarters area 
(outside of the boundary of the district). 

Limestone and granite boulders were used to mark particular sites, describe parking areas, and alert drivers to 
hazards. They were planned and partially imbedded in the earth by the CCC to convey a more natural 
appearance. Thus, these boulders evoke the NPS mstic aesthetic. As a group, these small scale objects are 
character-defining elements of the historic district. 

Hand-hewn Stone Picnic Tables (1936): Approximately 400 feet down the north service road leading to the 
Switchboard House is a hand-hewn stone picnic table with four stone seats, three concrete picnic tables with 
benches, and the remains of a concrete and stone grilling area. A number of stone and concrete picnic tables at 
Longhom Cavem State Park were planned and constmcted during the period of significance, but only this one 
has been identified for its association with the CCC. This table and four benches are in fair condition, with some 
leaf litter and biological growth evident on the table surface. An original feature of the CCC-era constmction, 
the picnic table is a small-scale, character-defining feature of the historic district. 

Lighting in Cavern and on CCC Buildings (1936): Wrought iron lantems with yellow glass panes hang from 
brackets affixed to stone walls throughout the cavem and on several of the CCC-era buildings in Longhom 
Cavem State Park. They were fabricated for the park and were intended to impart a mstic feel to the setting. 
Several remain intact, particularly on the CCC Museum. The remaining lantems are in good condition and are 
character-defining features of the district. Several new lantems are similar to the originals. 

Concrete Picnic Tables (c. 1960): Three concrete picnic table and bench sets are found in the vicinity of the 
Switchboard House and others are placed throughout Longhom Cavem State Park. These picnic tables are 
generally set among groves of trees and detract little from the historic character of the district. However, they 
are easily distinguishable from the mstic CCC tables and they do not date to the historic period. Thus, they are 
non-character defining elements of the historic district, but do not detract from the integrity of the district. 

THC Markers (various dates): Several historical markers throughout the historic district convey the history of 
noteworthy features. The CCC Museum is identified by a metal Recorded Texas Historic Landmark sign placed 
in 1989. Two metal subject makers were planted near the entrance to the new Longhom Cavem State Park 
Administration Building in 1967 and a metal marker designating the cavem as a Registered Natural Landmark 
was set on a limestone pillar near the entrance in 1971. A Texas Historical Commission metal marker describing 
nearby Hoover's Valley Cemetery is located along the Hoover's Valley section of Park Road 4. The cemetery 
was established in 1850 by Reverend Isaac Hoover of the local Methodist Protestant church. The oldest grave 
marker dates from about 1850. The marker was erected in 1969. Although the markers describe the historic 
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events and activities at these sites, none date to the historic period. They are not character-defining features of 
the historic district, but they do not detract from its historic integrity. 

TxDOT Marker (date unknown): TxDOT benchmark No. 273034 lies approximately 500 feet east of the 
eastem branch of Mud Spring Creek. This consists of a small brass medallion set into native stone along the 
roadside. It is not known when this benchmark was established. The TxDOT marker is not a character-defining 
feature, but neither does it detract from the integrity of the historic district. 

Justification for Exclusion of Inks Lake 

Description: Roy B. Irdcs Lake, in Bumet and Llano counties, is the smallest of the Highland Lakes of Central 
Texas. It was impounded by the constmction of Roy B. Irdcs Dam on the Colorado River in 1938. The State of 
Texas acquired land to establish a state park along the shore of Irdcs Lake from the LCRA in 1940, just before 
the outbreak of World War II. Although the lake spans the boundary between Bumet and Llano counties. Inks 
Lake State Park lies entirely on the Bumet County side of Inks Lake. The park is about four miles below 
Buchanan Dam, about ten miles west of the Bumet County seat of Bumet, and is accessed by Park Road 4 which 
connects U.S. 281 to State Highway 29.̂  

According to "A Report to Accompany The Master Plan for Irdcs Lake Park," the park site was chosen because 
it lay on one side of the lake formed by Roy B. Inks dam and at that point there was sufficient room between 
Park Road 4 and the lake in which to develop a park with facilities for camping and fishing. The approximately 
1,194-acre park had little vegetation and stunted trees due to the thin soil and granite outcroppings that bordered 
the lake.̂  Nevertheless, the site was characteristic of the Hill Country and offered good hiking areas with 
stuiming views of the lake and surrounding countryside. Park planners chose the site for its central location 
along the park road (Park Road 4), between U.S. 281 and SH 29, for " . . . its splendid view across the lake; its 
natural hard sand sloping beach; and its protected small harbor for anchoring boats." The Parks Board 
envisioned a park with campgrounds for ovemight visitors and picnic sites for day use. Although the plaimers 
intended to build a Combination Building, Boat House and Bath House, it appears that these were not 
undertaken during the CCC period. The Irdcs Lake beach and shoreline date to 1940, when the state of Texas 
acquired the land for park purposes. Among the first improvements were the development of the beach and 
shoreline and the constmction of stone culverts and retaining walls, like those found along Park Road 4. The 
lake maintains consistent water levels, its shoreline has changed very little since it was impounded in 1938. 
CCC-era retaining walls attest to its standard shape and size. Because the shoreline and beach areas date to the 
earliest period of constmction in Irdcs Lake State Park, and because it embodies CCC goals for recreation sites, 
the shoreline retains some aspects of integrity of design, workmanship and materials. However, virtually all of 
the buildings at Irdcs Lake State Park are of recent vintage, dating from 1961 to 2000: the Irdc's Lake Visitor's 
Center (1977), the Camp Store (1977), 22 tourist cabins (2000), a maintenance building (1977), a 

' Smyrl, "Inks Lake State Park," The Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/ articles/II/gkil.html. 
^ ISA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake Acquisition and Development, Report ca. 1940. 
•* ISA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake Acquisition and Development, Report ca. 1940. 
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superintendent's residence (1961), and another staff residence (1977). Because the constmction of all of the 
buildings post-date the historic period (some of them of very recent constmction), they are major features of the 
shoreline and campground and detract significantly from the integrity of design, setting, feeling, and 
association. As a result, the Irdcs Lake shoreline was excluded from the boundaries of this nomination. 

Other 

A hatchery and dam on the far side of Iidcs Lake were products of Depression-era federal works programs like 
the CCC parks and park roads. They are not included in the district as they were completed as federal 
conservation projects and were unrelated to the state parks program, which was devoted to scenic beauty and 
recreation. For those reasons, they are not included in this nomination. They may, however, be eligible for 
National Register listing on their own merits. 

Other sites related to the Park Road 4 Historic District include at least one additional archaeological site within 
Longhom Cavem State Park that may contain resources dating to the CCC camp and work site occupation. It is 
thought to be in or near the park headquarters. The National Fish Hatchery; Hoover's Valley Church and 
Cemetery, and the former NYA camp location are in the vicinity of the historic district but not within its 
boundaries. 



8. Statement of Significance 

Apphcable National Register Criteria: 

_K_ A PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD 
PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY. 

B PROPERTY IS ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT I N OUR PAST. 

C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF 

CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS T H E WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES H I G H ARTISTIC V A L U E , OR 

REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT A N D DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS L A C K I N D I V I D U A L 

DISTINCTION. 

D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR IS LIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT I N PREHISTORY OR HISTORY. 

Criteria Considerations: N/A 

Areas of Significance: Landscape Architecture; Engineering; Entertainment/Recreation 

Period of Significance: 1934-1942 

Significant Dates: 1934, 1942 

Significant Person: N/A 

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

Architect/Builder: Merrill E. DeLonge, M.D. Cohen, and D.E.H. Manigault, architects and engineers; Civilian 
Conservation Corps Company No. 854, builder 

Narrative Statement of Significance: see continuation sheets 8-33 through 8-73. 
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Bibliography: (see continuation sheets 9-74 through 9-77) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office: Texas Historical Comnussion 
_X_ Other State agency: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, TxDOT Enviroimiental Affairs, Texas State 

Library and Archives. 
X Federal agency: National Archives, Denver, Colorado (through Texas Parks and Wildlife) 
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University 

X Other: 
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Statement of Significance 

Longhom Cavem State Park and scenic parkway. Park Road 4, that connects the park to Inks Lake State Park, 
are significant under Criterion A for Recreation and Criterion C for Landscape Architecture and Engineering, at 
the state level of significance. Park Road 4 is a 15.5 mile scenic parkway liidcing U.S. 281 and State Highway 
29 and passing through Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks, in Bumet County, Texas. The two-lane 
drive follows the steep inclines and sweeping curves of the Central Texas Hill Country, coursing through a 
varied countryside that changes from open pasture and woodlands to lake views and jagged rock formations. In 
season, travelers on Park Road 4 enjoy a landscape bedecked with native grasses and myriad wildflowers. The 
largely undeveloped habitat is a haven for wildlife, including deer, raccoons, bobcats, foxes, and many colorful 
birds such as painted buntings and golden crested woodpeckers. 

Built largely by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) with later work performed by the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA) in the 1930s and early 1940s, Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks, and the 
parkway that connects them, were part of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's efforts to employ large numbers 
of men in our national forests and parks. Cooperating with state and local agencies throughout the country, the 
Federal Govemment embarked on an unprecedented enviromnental improvement program to reclaim forests, 
prevent soil erosion, build reservoirs, and create parks for public recreation. The CCC was one of the first and, 
arguably, the most popular of Roosevelt's depression-era relief programs as demonstrated by the millions of 
people throughout the country and around the world who have experienced the beauty and grandeur of 
America's natural places in our local, state, and national parks. 

Throughout the Great Depression, architects, landscape architects, engineers and builders worked under the 
Department of the Interior to create park stmctures, buildings, trails, and by-ways that utilized hand labor and 
appropriate, native materials to reflect the unique geology, history, or culture of the area. Even support stmctures 
including bridges, culverts, dams, fences, and retaining walls featured elements such as locally-quarried stone or 
split logs in keeping with the mstic aesthetic. Landscape architects contributed glens, gardens, and parkways 
where they carefully selected shmbs and trees for hardiness and beauty. 

Park Road 4 was designed in the context of this mstic aesthetic. Rather than blast hills and level valleys to build 
a straight, unvaried road, the designers followed the natural contours of the Texas Hill Country. Today, the road 
remains unchanged from its original alignment. Limited to two lanes, the tree-shaded drive offers scenic views 
into adjacent and distant landscapes for its entire length. For the secondary purpose of water passage and control, 
CCC architects designed a series of arched culverts and bridges constmcted of the different types of local stone 
depending on the changing geology along the path of the road. Though serviceable, these features exhibit a 
beauty of unusually exquisite design and craftsmanship. A total of sixty-one original stmctures survive and are 
located throughout the parkway. 
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Appiicable Criteria 

Park Road 4 is considered eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A as a good, intact 
example of a Depression-era parkway in Bumet County that embodies the character of the CCC mission to 
provide aesthetically pleasing parks to the people of America. The parkway was initially built as an entrance 
road for Longhom Cavem State Park and subsequently expanded to form a scenic loop providing access to Inks 
Lake State Park. The parkway was promoted by Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson, who took considerable 
interest in the development of a recreational corridor along the Highland Lakes on the Colorado River. 
Constmction of both parks and the parkway boosted the economy of Bumet County through Depression-era 
work relief provided by the CCC and, later, through tourism. The Civilian Conservation Corps camp at 
Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake was the longest established camp for a state park in Texas. Its endurance 
illustrates the extent to which the Texas State Parks Board prioritized development of both parks and the 
parkway that connects them. 

Because it has not been substantially altered since its 1934-1942 constmction period and because it exhibits 
outstanding design and architectural integrity. Park Road 4 is eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion C for Landscape Architecture and Engineering. Park Road 4 was conceived of as 
an extension of Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake State Parks, a park to be experienced by automobile. Its 
alignment was planned to command scenic vistas and preserve significant trees and vegetation. The parkway has 
masterfully designed and constmcted stone elements, including entry portals, bridges, and culverts. Examples of 
each were featured in Park and Recreation Structures, a seminal text on park design published by the National 
Park Service in 1938. Design of these elements was overseen by National Park Service District Officer Herbert 
Maier, an architect and accomplished practitioner of the NPS Rustic style. Overall, Park Road 4 is an excellent 
example of parkway planning, with elements skillfully executed in the NPS Rustic style. The parkway is 
nominated at the state level of significance as a stellar example of Texas' participation in the national movement 
to create scenic parkways for the traveling public. 

Longhom Cavem State Park which was designed and built by the CCC, is also eligible for listing in the National 
Register under Criterion A and Criterion C. The park headquarters, including the cavem trails, CCC Museum, 
Officers Quarters, and Water/Lookout Tower and Refectory, and the Caretakers Residence are all good, 
representative examples of CCC mstic design. Several additional features are utilitarian in nature but 
nonetheless contribute to the historic district. 

Finally, the Inks Lake State Park shoreline and associated properties were not included within the boundary of 
the district. Part of the Highland Lakes reservoir system, Irdcs Lake provided recreation and provide 
employment opportunities for area residents hard-hit by the Great Depression. While the lake itself and 
numerous stone retaining walls, culverts, and bridges near the shoreline date to the final days of the New Deal 
when the lake was completed and Inks Lake contributes significantly to the traveler's scenic experience, too 
many of the park's extant resources such as tourist cabins, trails and headquarters buildings are of relatively 
recent vintage, dating from the mid-1960s to the present. 
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Historic Baclcground: Hill Country and Burnet County 

Bumet County lies in the northeastem comer of the Central Texas region known as the Hill Country. The "Hill 
Country" is a vemacular term applied to a "perceptual region" comprising all or part of 25 counties in Central 
Texas, according to culmral geographer, Terry Jordan. The region is largely a "dissected plateau" characterized 
by gentle to broken hills whose elevation rarely exceeds 1,300 feet and more typically rises less than 1,000 feet. 
Bumet County lies in the northeast comer of the Hill Country and shares much the same history as its 
neighboring counties. The approximately 1,000 square mile county was carved out of adjacent Travis, 
Williamson, and Bell counties in 1852, shortly after Texas became a state. 

Numerous prehistoric Native peoples hunted and camped throughout the Hill Country. Sites and artifacts mark 
their sojoum in the region. In the historic period. Apache and Comanche Indians ranged throughout the Hill 
Country. Their hostility to the first Europeans who began to explore in the region begirming in the 17* century 
managed to keep Spanish colonization efforts to a minimum. 

With the development of the Texas Republic and then state, however, southem whites and German immigrants 
began to settle in the area. Southem whites came to the area from Tennessee, Arkansas and Missouri begirming 
in the 1840s and in increasing numbers in the 1850s. At the same time, Germanic Hessians and Lower Saxons 
were recmited to colonize a 100-mile swath of Hill Country from New Braunfels and San Antonio through 
Fredricksburg and Mason, to the northwest. These immigrants were also beset with Indian raids, particularly 
from the Comanches, but they managed to persevere and build ranches and settlements by 1860, on the eve of 
the American Civil War.̂  

German towns like Fredricksburg, Boeme, Comfort, and Mason dot the Hill Country, but the region as a whole 
remained sparsely populated through the 19* and well into the 20* centuries. Most early settlers raised livestock 
or operated small farms. The region was not conducive to plantation-type farming and although many Bumet 
County pioneers hailed from elsewhere in Texas and other southem states, few owned slaves. Nevertheless, the 
county experienced economic hardships after the Civil War era and did not begin to recover until the late 1870s. 

From the 1880s through the early decades of the 20 century, Bumet County grew in population and enjoyed a 
modest economy based largely on agriculture. During the 1880s, cotton rose to become an important crop in the 
county but stock raising - including large herds of sheep and goats - remained dominant. Mining became a 
secondary source of income as builders realized the value of the county's beautiful and durable stone, much of 
which was procured from the local Granite Mountain quarries. These quarries also supplied stone for the 
Galveston seawall on the Texas coast and piidc granite for the new state capitol in Austin, as well as for county 
courthouses throughout the state. 

^ Terry G. Jordan, "Hill Country," The Handbook of Texas Online, 
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/HH/ryh2.html. 
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This relative prosperity evaporated with the Great Depression of the 1930s. Prices for all agricultural products 
fell hard and farmers and stock raisers felt the bmnt of the crash. Cotton, which averaged sixteen cents a pound 
in 1929, sold for only five cents a pound in 1931. An ewe and lamb valued at twenty dollars in 1929, sold for 
two dollars; wool, which sold for forty cents a pound in the late 1920s, fell to seven or eight cents during the 
depression. Farmers' incomes dropped dramatically as did the wages of their workers. Many were forced to 
abandon their farms for lack of credit to continue operations. The severity of the situation had long ranging 
effects: the number of farms in the county fell from 1,548 in 1930, before the impact of the depression was felt, 
to 810 in 1960, thirty years later.̂  

It was during this grim period in American history that state and Federal programs brought relief to hard-hit 
areas such as Bumet County. Bumet County received the benefit of a camp established to create state parks 
within the county. Fortuitously, the newly formed Texas State Parks Board gladly accepted federal assistance in 
building new state parks. A CCC camp was dispatched to the well-known Longhom Cavem site, recently 
acquired by the board for the creation of a state park. From this encampment, the company later improved Irdcs 
Lake and built a scenic roadway cormecting the two parks. ̂  From small begiimings, the "alphabet" programs of 
the Great Depression yielded large dividends with long-lasting effects. In the Texas Hill Country, and Bumet 
County in particular, the benefits included hydroelectric power and ntral electrification, flood control, and parks 
for recreation and tourism. 

Texas State Parks 

The fundamental purpose of our state parks is to preserve for all time the re-creative values of our best in 
air, mountain, river, lake and forest for the upbuilding and saving of the people. 

- James L. Greenleaf, Landscape Architect 

It took nearly a century after the country's birth for U.S. citizens to embrace the idea of setting aside public lands 
for public enjoyment or elucidation. Typically towns were laid out with designated public squares for 
courthouse, park, or school constmction. Many Texas county seats, for instance, are organized around a central 
square dedicated to a courthouse but used for public benefit. But the idea of establishing parks for larger 
audiences did not take hold until much later. In an era of vast, open land and unbridled capitalism, few possessed 
the foresight to preserve some of that land for the public good. Nevertheless, with increasing density in the 
country's urban centers and growing awareness of the loss of frontier, progressive statesmen began to embrace 
the concept of land stewardship over exploitation.^ 

* Vivian EUzabeth Smyrl, "Bumet County," The Handbook of TexasOnline, 
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/BB/hcbl9.html. 
' Ibid. 
^ Greenleaf in James Wright Steely, Parks for Texas,, 1999: 12. 
' Steely, Parks for Texas, 2. 
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In 1872, President Ulysses S. Grant established the civic trend with the designation of Yellowstone as the 
country's first national park. In 1883, the state of New York, recognizing the value of beautiful, untamed spaces, 
halted the sale of public land in the Adirondack Mountains and in 1885 declared Niagara Falls its first state park. 
Civil War battlefields at Gettysburg and Antietam were joined by Vicksburg and Shiloh as national cemeteries."̂  

At the same time, large reunions and summertime festivals came into vogue across the county. Some of these 
festivals, including Civil War veterans' reunions, Juneteenth celebrations, and religious revivals, took place on 
dedicated campgrounds owned in common by the participants. By the 1890s, increased rail access and better 
roadways opened the country up to thousands of travelers throughout the country. National parks grew in 
popularity as more and more Americans clamored to experience their awe-inspiring natural beauty, particularly 
in the West. Increasingly, families took the railroad to such exotic places as Yellowstone, Yosemite, and the 
Grand Canyon where they stayed in mstic hotels or camped in the open meadows. 

Texas Historical Parks 

It was in this "retum to the land" atmosphere that John Ireland was elected as Texas govemor. When he took 
office in 1883, Ireland initiated progressive programs to preserve, protect, and enhance Texas natural and 
culmral resources. With an eye toward using the state's resources to benefit its people, he preserved millions of 
acres of West Texas public domain to establish a permanent economic base for the state's school systems. As 
part of a "Texas First" campaign, Ireland selected native red granite from Bumet County instead of Indiana 
limestone for the new capitol in Austin. In the same vein, Ireland, noting the upcoming 50"̂  armiversary of the 
Texas Revolution, pushed the legislamre to save the state's two most significant historic sites: the Alamo and the 
cemetery at San Jacinto battlefield. These historic sites were the state's first public parks. 

In 1891, the newly formed Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT), supporting the efforts of the Texas 
Veterans Association, petitioned the state legislature for more land acquisition at San Jacinto battlefield and for a 
suitable memorial to be erected at the site. Their timing proved poor as the country entered an economic 
depression in 1893 and legislators refused to support the expendititre of funds on non-essential programs. Four 
years later, however, the DRT received help from Houston Republican senator Waller Thomas Bums who 
managed to wrest $10,000 from the legislature for the establishment of a 336-acre public park at San Jacinto.'̂  

The short-lived Republic of Texas inspired virtually all early park success in Texas. In 1905, DRT enrollee Clara 
DriscoU convinced the legislature to buy the building known as the Long Barracks adjacent to the Alamo church 
for $65,000. At the same time, the La Grange chapter of the DRT successftilly petitioned the legislature to 
acquire a cemetery associated with the notorious Mier Expedition which resulted in the lottery-style execution of 
Texan patriots under Santa Ana's orders. As the fiftieth armiversary of the Revolution neared, the legislature 

'°Ibid 
" Ibid. 
'Mbid 

Ibid. 
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funded major improvements to the Alamo and arranged for the reintemment of Stephen F. Austin in the state 
cemetery at Austin. Invigorated by the zeal of the armiversary, numerous communities offered land 
commemorating battles of the revolution. Battlefields at Goliad and Gonzales resulted in what became Fatmin 
State Park and Gonzales State Park, respectively.'"^ 

By 1920, Texas' patriotic infamation with the short-lived Republic yielded legislative designation of five state 
parks associated with the revolution: Fatmin (Goliad), Gonzales (Gonzales), King's (Amon Butler King capmre 
at Refugio), San Jacinto (Houston), and Washington-on-the-Brazos, where the Texas declaration of 
independence was signed in 1836. These five were first govemed by Govemor-appointed commissions and, after 
1919, the State Board of Control, which managed the capitol grounds and state cemetery. Three other historical 
sites funded by the legislature were also associated with the war: the DRT managed the Alamo and memorials at 
La Grange and Acton - the grave of David Crockett's widow, Elizabeth - were assigned to local volunteers.'̂  

Texas Scenic Parks 

Several concepts and conditions combined to encourage scenic or recreational parks in Texas after the first spate 
of historic "memorial" parks were dedicated to the Texas Republic. One was the "good roads" movement and 
concomitant proliferation of automobiles that started after the tum of the 20* cenmry. Automobile sales and 
popularity far surpassed expectations, reaching to almost every level of income and affording middle-class, 
laborers, and farmers the ability to travel by car. The great popularity of automobiles and the advent of pleasure 
travel and "car camping" led to a vastly increased network of improved highways and by-ways that criss-crossed 
the state, reaching further and further into the back-country. Some towns established roadside parks or 
campgrounds on the edge of town for auto-campers, but Texas had no such parks and, in fact, did not even have 
a park board. This changed with the election of Pat Morris Neff as govemor.'̂  

The year 1920 was ripe for improvements to automobile travel and for the establishment of recreational parks in 
Texas. Gubematorial candidate Pat Morris Neff, an avid "auto-camper" and namre enthusiast, set an example for 
automobile travelers in 1920 by auto-camping enroute to speaking engagements throughout his campaign. 
Coming up to the August 1920 primary election, Neff reportedly logged 6,000 miles in his Model T Ford. 
Shortly after he took office, Neff s mother died, leaving their family's small camp-meeting grounds in Coryell 
County to the public for use as a park. Neff drew upon his recent experience auto-camping and his mother's 
generous gift of nature, to suggest state-sponsored roadside campgrounds. He was encouraged in his efforts by a 
group in the Davis Mountains, in West Texas, to pursue creating a "scenic reserve" there.' Neff launched a 
campaign to get "State Parks for Texas" and declared that vacationers should "see Texas first." He believed that 
Texans could best promote the state by visiting its campgrounds and recreation sites. To this end, he introduced 
the state park system bill to the 1923 legislature. The bill allowed for the establishment of a State Parks Board 

'^Ibid 
'^Ibid 
'*lbid 
'^Ibid. 
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whose members would be appointed by the govemor. Neff appointed five members representing five different 
regions of the state. Dave Colp served as chairman of the State Parks Board. The bill offered nothing for the 
purchase of park land; Neff hoped that individuals would donate roadside oases to the state.'̂  

At the same time. National Park Service director Stephen Tyler Mather encouraged a national movement for 
state parks but for a different reason than Govemor Neff. Something of an enviromnental purist, Mather hated 
the intmsion of thousands of automobiles in his pristine natural sites and promoted state parks as "pressure 
valves" to take automobile traffic away from the more exceptional landscapes worthy of being national parks. He 
saw national parks as tourist destinations while Neff and Colp envisioned a system of small fifty-acre parks as 
"beauty spots" and "waysides" for automobile tourists. The state parks were intended for the pleasant 
convenience of motorists who traveled for the sake of the ride. Neffs enthusiasm quickly attracted 50 small land 
donations for wayside parks from throughout Texas. After enduring heated debate in the spring of 1927, Colp 
secured legislative approval for 23 small parks.' 

Neffs fascination with what some detractors considered mere campsites, frustrated "park boosters" who desired 
larger, grander parks for spectacular resources like Palo Duro Canyon in the panhandle, Davis Mountains and 
Big Bend in southwest Texas, the Frio River in the westem Hill Country, and Caddo Lake in East Texas. 
Regional promoters envisioned these areas as potential destination parks for summer vacationers much like 
national parks. The Texas legislature, however, balked at the proposition of managing such large tracts of land as 
recreation sites but they agreed to develop a scenic highway through Davis Mountain State Park on donated 
right-of-way. 

Showcase events prompted renewed interest in improving and developing historic sites in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s. The 1928 Democratic National Convention in Houston sparked improvements to San Jacinto State 
Park. The approaching centermial of the Texas Revolution in 1936 sparked an interest in preserving and 
erdiancing associated historic sites, some of which had been set aside as memorials or parks for the fiftieth 
armiversary. Responding to the interest and potential tourist revenues, the legislature approved larger budgets for 
all the state historical sites including the Alamo. In 1931, Colp received legislative support for donated state 
parklands. In a burst of support that year, the legislamre created Goliad State Park which included the Spanish 
Colonial Mission Espirim Santo mins, Aransas County's Goose Island State Park on the Gulf coast, and 
dedicated Caddo Lake in deep East Texas as a "public park." At the same time, after years of negotiations, a 
local chamber of commerce successfully negotiated a two-year deal with Palo Duro Canyon property owners to 
open the area to the public for the first time. ' 

In the summer of 1932, just before Franklin Delano Roosevelt's election, Texas Parks Board commissioner Dave 
Colp oversaw the donation of Sherrard's Cavem, a popular recreation site in Bumet County, Central Texas, as a 

Ibid, 
" i b i d , 16. 
2° Ibid, 7. 

Ibid., 26. 
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park site. Along with the land and vast natural cavem, came a development concession. The acquisition was a 
coup for Colp and a tribute to former govemor Pat Neff who had spearheaded the effort to obtain state 
recreational parks for Texas for more than a decade. On Thanksgiving Day, 1932, shortly after Roosevelt's 
election, Neff dedicated the newly renamed Longhom Cavem State Park. To Colp, although the economic crisis 
had not abated, the fUmre of state parks looked bright with the prospect of federal funds for work programs and 
financial relief. 

In the ten years since park enthusiast Pat Neff assumed office, widespread public and legislative support led to 
tremendous strides in establishing and nurmring a state park system for Texas. With the stock market crash of 
1929, however, economic conditions once again threatened to quash the nascent program as they had in the mid-
1890s. By 1932, just as Longhom Cavem opened, the nation's economy had deteriorated so completely that 
people began to refer to the era as the Great Depression, to distinguish it from past economic downmms that 
paled in comparison. The effects of the depression were felt throughout all levels of govermnent, including 
national and state parks programs. Newly passed park budgets were cut but public outcry was minimal as they 
had little money or inclination for leisure travel.'̂ ^ 

In response to the depression, national and state leaders touted public works programs to employ out-of-work 
laborers and improve civic projects. President Herbert Hoover, blamed as the architect of the depression, heartily 
urged state govemors to pursue public works projects to stem the tide of growing unemployment. In keeping 
with this goal, Texas Govemor Ross Sterling signed a bill to put transient laborers to work on public projects 
such as highways and universities. To save money and allow for longer employment possibilities, he strongly 
encouraged the use of hand labor on such programs. These piecemeal efforts were soon eclipsed by the 
comprehensive relief programs of the New Deal.̂ "* 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the Civilian Conservation Corps 

/ pledge you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the American people. 

- Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Widespread discontent and out-and-out fear helped defeat President Hoover and elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
to the presidency in the fall of 1932. Congress had already declared a national emergency and approved the 
distribution of money from the federal Reconstmction Finance Corporation to counties and states for direct relief 
in the summer before the election. The legislation came too late to save the Hoover administration but it 
dovetailed nicely with Roosevelt's plan to initiate a vast relief program that would involve cooperation between 
govemment agencies at all levels to solve the spreading unemployment and civil umest throughout the nation. 

^^Ibid. 
^^Ibid. 
2' Ibid, 8. 
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Indeed, he had reason to be optimistic as experts in the field presented nature as the "cure" for the Depression. 
New York State Council of Parks chairman Robert Moses declared that parks and parkways offered the best 
opportunities for the employment of large numbers of workers. His views were echoed throughout parks and 
recreation circles and president-elect Roosevelt was more than happy to oblige them. As govemor of New York, 
he had overseen a highly effective relief program that he intended to extend to the rest of the country. Roosevelt 
envisioned a nationwide conservation program to "save" both land and people by putting droves of unskilled 
laborers to work on large-scale reclamation and tree-planting projects.̂  

One of Roosevelt's first missions upon taking office was to establish a program that would put young people 
who were particularly hard-hit by the depression to work in the nation's forests, fields, and parks. Under the 
president's leadership, land stewardship became something of a national cmsade and FDR personally promoted 
the creation of a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as one of the very first relief programs of the New Deal. 
Established by an act of Congress on March 31, 1933, the CCC's initial goals were to preserve the national 
forests and provide work relief for a quarter of a million young men between the ages of eighteen and twenty-
five.^^ 

Initially, FDR conceived of the CCC as a "forest army" or "tree army" to reclaim over-cut or otherwise 
exhausted woodlands. Soon, however, he was urged to broaden the CCC's range of services to include soil 
conservation and state and national park development. Four cabinet offices - the departments of Labor, War, 
Agriculture, and the Interior—oversaw different aspects of the program.̂ ^ They sought to organize large 
numbers of unemployed men, provide them with money for themselves and their families, rebuild forests and 
fields, and improve and build parks and scenic roadways throughout the country. 

The program was an instant success: within four months of its inception, the CCC employed more than a quarter 
of a million young men in conservation work throughout the country. It was the largest peace-time mobilization 
of manpower in U.S. history. EnroUees between the ages of seventeen and twenty-five were recmited from 
families on welfare rolls. In an effort to "spread the wealth," the CCC mandated that only one recmit per 
household would be admitted into service. In 1935, the age limits were expanded to allow young men between 
seventeen and twenty-eight to participate. That year the program experienced its peak emoUment of about half a 
million men.̂  EmoUees were dispatched to distant sites in forests, deserts, seashores, and canyons to carry out a 
program designed to conserve natural resources and create havens for public enjoyment. 

The War Department took charge of establishing the camps and maintaining discipline. CCC recmits were 
ordered to collection centers such as railroad stations, where they were shipped to mral work sites. In keeping 

25 

Ibid. 
State Recreation, January 1933, in Steely, Parks for Texas, 1999, 12. 

Carol Whiteside Weisenberg, The National Youth Administration in Texas. 1935-1943: A Case Study (Dissertation, Texas A&M 
University, 1988), 18. 
^^Ibid 
^ ' Ibid 
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with the military tone, the emollees built their own camps which were set up much like army posts with barracks 
buildings or tents, officers' quarters, mess halls, a parade or assembly ground, an office, supply rooms, and a 
motor pool and garage. Camps with semi-permanent stams warranted wooden barracks buildings that housed 
about 35 emollees apiece.̂ *̂  Most camps provided reading rooms or some type of community hall where recmits 
could attend classes or engage in other types of enrichment. 

Typically camps were set up to house 200 young men, whether they were temporary tent camps or semi
permanent barracks camps. Most of the leaders were former officers who served in World War I and they 
operated the camps much like a boot camp. Boys typically wore World War I surplus uniforms for inspections, 
military-style drills, and public appearances. Each moming, boys met in a central quadrangle or assembly yard to 
participate in group calisthenics. Afterwards, they marched to the mess hall for breakfast by barracks unit. All 
members of the camp performed KP duties.̂ ' Emollees typically received about thirty dollars a month. Boys 
whose families were on relief were required to send twenty-five of those dollars home. In exchange, they 
received three meals a day - something many had never had - shelter, and clothing.̂ ^ 

Although most emollees were unskilled workers, the CCC hired professionals for constmction projects such as 
concession buildings and roadways in state parks. Most parks had an architect, engineer, and landscape architect 
assigned to design and implement a master plan under NPS supervision. They also hired "LEMs" (locally 
experienced men) who were skilled craftsmen and artisans including masons, carpenters, builders and 
blacksmiths. LEMs performed an important role as liaisons between the professionals and the emollees. They 
advised the planners on local climate and weather conditions, natural constmction materials, and native 
vegetation that might thrive in the parks. At the same time, they often directed the laborers' jobs which included 
quarrying and hauling stone, felling timber, and performing the hard work that went into the constmction of park 
buildings and stmctures.̂ ^ 

NPS Rustic: Design Aesthetic for American Parks 

At first, the CCC was not primarily concemed with design aesthetics; conservation and employment were its 
preeminent goals. Comad Wirth, Assistant Director of the National Park Service (NPS) in the 1930s, noted that 
"[d]uring the emergency phase of the corps' activities, priority was accorded [to] conservation measures, it being 
a first precept in the creation of a namral park area that conservation measures shall take precedence over 
developments in facilitation of human use. Projects of architectural importance were rarely justifiable in the mass 
of early depression-bom development in newly established parks." However, once these priorities were met, 
the CCC tumed its attention to aesthetics. 

°̂ Ezekial Rhodes, interview by Terri Myers, Mexia, Texas, 19 Aug. 1993. 
'̂ Ibid 

^^Ibid 
James Wright Steely, The Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas State Parks (Austin, Texas: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 

1986.), n.p. 
U.S. National Park Service (NPS), Conrad L. Wirth, principal author, 1937 Yearbook: Park and Recreation Progress (Washington, 
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State and municipal parks during this period were often designed and constmcted by the CCC following 
guidelines developed by the NPS.̂ ^ These guidelines were themselves based on principles developed in the late 
19* century by Andrew Jackson Downing, calling for design that preserves and harmonizes with the natural 
environment. In response, the NPS developed a distinctive style that has become known as "NPS Rustic" for its 
use of native materials and hand-fashioned finishes. 

In architecmre, this namralistic philosophy favored park buildings that harmonized with their sites and 
incorporated materials that blended in with their surroundings. Park stmcmre design and constmction was keyed 
to traditional architecture, indigenous materials, and the natural feamres of the site. In admiration of the mstic 
design of the Administration Building (now the CCC Museum) and Head House (now the Sam Bass Cavem 
Entrance) composition at Longhom Cavem State Park, Comad Wirth described it as: 

"an outstanding example of originality in a surface stmcture announcing the unusual subsurface 
phenomena which inspired the establishment of the park. The conception is highly imaginative and its 
decorative points of interest are many. The outcropping limestone ledges have enormous value in 
wedding the stmcture to the site." 

The Administration Building was one of only two Texas park buildings selected to be representative examples of 
CCC park architecture in the 1937 Yearbook: Park and Recreation Progress published by the National Park 
Service under the Secretary of the Interior {Figures 1 and 2). Wirth, coimnenting on the buildings' design 
characteristics, said they "demonstrate that architecture in parks has not faltered on the march to finer 
accomplishment." Although not specifically commented on by Wirth, other buildings and stmctures at the park 
were designed and built based on these ideas {Figures 3, 4, and 5). 

For roadways, namralistic design in the NPS Rustic style meant aligmnents that lay lightly on the land, following 
natural contours as much as possible, and smooth transitions from roadway to shoulder edge that blend into the 
surrounding landscape. These principles also included the provision of viewpoints and vistas from the roadway 
into the surrounding landscape. According to Downing, a park road that transports the visitor between major 
scenic and recreational destination points should also present a sequence of visual events, experienced as the 
visitor passes through spaces varying in character and picmresque charm. Major scenic destinations would be 
provided with parking overlooks where visitors could pull over and enjoy a sweeping panorama of the landscape. 
These overlooks were often designed as terraces on high points, often built up with fill and supported by stone 
masomy. 

Roadway-related stmctures based on these principles were built of masomy or masomy veneer with hand-hewn 
local stone, carefully chosen and placed to display weathered surfaces, lichens, and rough textures. In 1928, 

D.C: U.S. Govemment Printing Office, 1938), 33. 
' ' I b i d 

Ibid, 32. 
" Ibid, 33. 
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Thomas Vint, Chief Landscape Architect of the NPS Landscape Division, codified the NPS Rustic style when he 
issued "Standard Architecmral Details for the Headwalls for Culverts," a sheet of drawings containing eight 
typical designs for masomy culvert headwalls to be used throughout the park system. These had pointed, 
elliptical, or round arched openings to be constmcted with weathered stones, laid with their larger dimension 
horizontal, and with non-aligning joints. Mortar joints would be wide and deep to increase the appearance of a 
rough and mstic texmre. Arches, the stones of which are often referred to as voussoirs, would each have a 
keystone at least 22" in height. Parapets would be either arched or stepped {Figure 6). Bridges were often 
designed as simple, arched, concrete stmctures, but with masonry veneers of local, weathered stone to blend in 
with the natural landscape in the same way as the culverts. These arched stmctures are distinctive due to the 
repetition of the form of the arch ring outlined by the voussoirs stones of hand-hewn, weathered, and often 
lichened, surfaces {Figure 7). Vint also codified the design of retaining and guardwalls for park roads when he 
issued a number of standardized designs, beginning in 1928, calling for walls that used mstic, irregular, and 
native materials, laid horizontally, yet irregularly, with no coping or other decorative feamres. Again, these 
designs were meant to help blend the roadway into its natural surroundings. 

Introduction to the Parks and Parkway 

In June 1933, the Texas State Parks Board and National Park Service jointly selected four locations for Texas' 
first CCC projects; camps would be established at Davis Mountain, Caddo Lake, Blanco, and Mineral Wells. By 
September of that year, barely six months after the national program got underway, Texas boasted sixteen 200-
man companies building parks throughout the state. At the height of the program in 1935, the Texas CCC 
employed 14,000 men in 70 camps, most of which were devoted to forest and soil conservation. Twenty-seven 
of the camps, however, were dedicated to state park constmction; thirty-one of the 56 parks completed by CCC 
remain in the Texas state park system. 

Virtually all Texas state park feamres built by the CCC bear the distinctive NPS stamp of "mstic" architectural 
design and constmction. This is due in large part to the infiuence and supervision of Herbert Maier, the regional 
director for the CCC and the architect who designed many national park buildings including those in Yosemite 
and Yellowstone, in the 1920s. George Nason, an engineer and landscape architect, served under Maier as chief 
district inspector for CCC projects in the state of Texas.̂ ^ Together, with Dave Colp, chairman of the Texas State 
Parks Board, these men charted the direction of CCC park and parkway design throughout the state. 

Longhorn Cavern State Park 

Longhom Cavem State Park was one of Texas' first CCC parks. Longhom Cavem State Park straddles Park 
Road 4, six miles west of U.S. Highway 281, in southwestem Bumet County. Longhom Cavem, a huge 
underground cave, is the focal point of the park and its main attraction. 

Steely, Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas State Parks, n.p. 
^"Ibid 
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On the eve of the Great Depression, Dave Colp acquired the "Sherrard's Cave" parcel in westem Bumet County 
in 1931. Sherrard's Cave was reported to be the third largest cavem in the nation, i f not the world, surpassed 
only by Carlsbad Cavem in New Mexico and Mammoth Cave in Kenmcky. In Colp's estimation, its grandeur 
equaled that of Carlsbad, recently established as a national park in 1930.""̂  The cave already had a reputation as 
a local recreation spot, having been night club and dance hall during Prohibition.'" 

The Texas State Parks Board acquired title to the cave from Dr. J.L. and Addie Williamson on July 1, 1932 and 
renamed it Longhom Cavem. Covering 456.7 acres, the initial tract included many of the cave's underground 
chambers and the main entrance to the cavem."*̂  According to historian James Steely, Colp had stmggled for 
nearly 10 years without adequate budget for parks acquisition or operation before the state legislamre authorized 
the purchase of land by promissory note in 1931. Longhom Cavem was the first and only state park successfully 
acquired by this method, with the $6,567 purchase cost to be repaid by concession receipts over a period of eight 

43 

years. 

The following September, 1932, the State Parks Board entered into a concession contract with Jack Nassamer 
Company, Inc.'*'* The company anticipated spending $50,000 for engineering, materials, and landscaping to 
improve and beautify the park, with design assistance from Dutch-trained landscape architect Jac L. Gubbels."*̂  
Initially, the State provided convict labor for constmction in the park but ceased within the year when this 
proved unpopular with local residents. Limited work was subsequently carried out by the concessionaire.'*^ Less 
than three months later, on Thanksgiving Day, 1932, Nassamer formally opened the cave to the public with a 
ceremony held in the underground Cathedral Room. The dedication speech was delivered by former govemor 
Pat Neff, a champion of state parks during his tenure in office from 1921 to 1925.'*̂  

The relationship between the State Parks Board and the private concessionaire proved rocky. At its formal 
meeting on July 7, 1933, the Board remarked that Longhom Cavem should "be properly policed or contract 
canceled at first oppormnity to do so.""*̂  Subsequently, numerous letters document negligent upkeep of the park 

Steely, Parks for Texas, 8. 
Smyrl, "Longhom Cavem," The Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles /LL/rqll.htnd. 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), State Parks Deed Files, Longhom Cavem; Bumet County, Deed Records, 81:359-

61. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, 216. 
The initial contract was signed September 7, 1932 with A.J. Nassamer. He entered into a partaership with two other individuals to 

form Jack Nassamer Company, Inc., which assumed control of the park's concessions on September 30. On April 13, 1933, Texas 
Longhom Cavem, Inc. took over the contract. "Longhom Cavem State Park," 1956, TPWD, Land Acquisition Files, Longhom 
Cavem. 
'̂ ^ Colp to Members, Texas State Parks Board, 6 Oct. 1932, TPWD, Land Acquisition Files, Longhom Cavem; Steely, Parks for 
Texas, 19. 

William H. Matthews III , The Geologic Story of Longhom Cavem (Bureau of Economic Geology Guidebook 4. University of 
Texas at Austin, Feb. 1963), 4. 

Ibid., 34; Steely, Parks for Texas, 8. 
Texas State Archives (TSA), TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944; quoted in Steely, 

Parks for Texas, 44. 
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property and tardy payments.''̂  The concessionaire ultimately provided less than half the amount owed for the 
land purchase; the State Parks Board covered the difference to pay off the note on schedule in July 1939. 
Thereafter, the Board would receive 20% of the gross receipts for the park.̂ ^ Despite these early difficulties, 
Longhom Cavem operates under a concession contract to the present. 

Shortly after the formation of the CCC, the state applied for a camp to complete the job of clearing and 
improving Longhom Cavem begun by the concessionaire. Preliminary allocations for Texas included up to 120 
CCC camps employing 200 men each during the first six-month period. Without consulting the State Parks 
Board regarding its priorities, Govemor Miriam Ferguson submitted proposals on April 29, 1933, for 26 CCC 
camps for park improvement, forestry, and flood control projects. Her list included work at Longhom Cavem 
State Park, to entail constmction of roads, hiking trails, and 20 ovemight cabins.̂ ' The following month, the 
new Emergency Conservation Work (ECW) Director Robert Fechner authorized CCC camps for ten Texas state 
parks. Emphasis was placed on the new State Highway 66 corridor (now U.S. 281), with camps allocated to 
Blanco, Lampasas, Hamilton, Stephenville, and Mineral Wells. Despite its favorable location in the midst of this 
development, Longhom Cavem was not included on the initial list.^ 

The Texas State Parks Board had its first oppormnity to submit CCC applications during the third ECW period, 
after wresting authority over state parks from the competing Texas Relief Commission. ^ The Board considered 
Longhom Cavem State Park a high priority, in part due to the limited namre of development completed under 
the concessionaire.̂ "* Colp was confident that the park would be successful enough to "carry the overhead for the 
entire Park System", as long as it had adequate improvements.̂ ^ The CCC application for Longhom Cavem 
State Park, submitted in early Febmary 1934, requested a camp of 200 men. Fechner initially declined 
authorization due to previous criticism over locating camps on land not yet owned or controlled by the state. On 
behalf of the State Parks Board, U.S. Senator Tom Cormally clarified the circumstances and succeeded in 
securing the camp for an initial 12-month period. 

On May 17, 1934, CCC Company No. 854 arrived at Longhom Cavem. '̂ Emollees had one year prior 
experience at Blanco State Park, which the NPS had deemed substantially complete.̂ * From 1934 to 1938, 
young men of the CCC cleared "rooms" and trails in the cave, built levees for flood control, dug drainage holes. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-24, WPA Files, Longhom Cavem, Correspondence, 1939, 1941. 
'° "Longhom Cavem State Park," 1956, TPWD, Land Acquisition Files, Longhom Cavem; Steely, Parks for Texas, 147. 
'̂ Steely, Parks for Texas, 20-21. 

Ibid, 25. 
Ibid., 52-54. 
Ibid., 70. 
Colp to Hon. Tom L. Beauchamp, 19 Sept. 1933, TPWD, Land Acquisition Files, Longhom Cavem. 
Connally to Colp, 19 Feb. 1934; Fechner to Connally, 24 Feb. 1934; and Connally to Colp, telegram, 9 Mar. 1934, TSA, TSPB 

Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1934-1937. 
" Nash, "Longhom Cavem State Park #35-T," National Archives (NA), Record Group 79, Box 40, Folder 207: Reports. Steely states 
that the camp was established two days later, on May 19. See Parks for Texas, 70. 

Steely, Parks for Texas, 70. 
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and installed a lighting system. CCC crews removed centuries of debris and rock from the cave's interior to 
create a walking trail for tourists.In addition to interior improvements, the CCC built a decorative stone 
entrance at the cavem's opening and a mstic welcome center of natural wood and stone. 

Emollees at Longhom Cavem may have lived in car sheds until after 1934 when long, front-gabled barracks 
buildings were constmcted on site. Workers reported directly to reserve army officers who worked under a 
company commander, assistant commander, and first sergeant. They typically worked an eight-hour day, five 
days per week with two days off Cooks rose as early as 4:00 a.m. to prepare a substantial breakfast consisting of 
pancakes, bacon, eggs, sausage, milk, and cereal. Many former emollees fondly recall the variety and amount of 
food at the camp and compared it favorably with what they had at home, where times were hard.̂ *̂  

Except for cooks, most recmits began their tasks at 8:00 a.m. They took an hour off for lunch; food was 
delivered to cavem workers so they wouldn't waste time coming in and out of the cave to go to the mess hall. 
Work resumed at 1:00 p.m. and continued until 5:00 p.m. Much of the work was done by hand; they used picks 
and shovels, dynamite, and "Irish Buggies" or wheel barrows to blast, clear, and build resources at the cavem 
and on the road. Although the majority of the CCC work involved manual labor, some emollees received "plum" 
assigmnents as clerks, typists, and bookkeepers. Tmck driving was a particularly high-status job on the site.̂ ^ 

After work, recmits took showers, ate supper, attended classes where they leamed reading, writing, and 
agriculture, and frequented a camp store called the Canteen. On Saturday nights, they were allowed to go into 
town and drirdc a beer for seven cents. Several former Longhom Cavem emollees who participated in an oral 
history project, agreed that the work was hard but the pay and food were good and the experience prepared them 
for later life. As former Longhom Cavem CCC emoUee, Herbert Bolton, put i t " . . . to sum it all up that was one 
of the grandest programs that President Franklin Roosevelt thought up . . . they took a lot of out of nothing and 
put us into a little something and helped us in the long mn in our livelihood."^^ 

To be sure, the CCC encountered some persoimel problems. One Inspection Report recorded an incident in 
which some of the emollees vandalized the Administration Building by using the windows for rock-throwing 
target practice. They broke half a dozen windows and a drirdcing fountain; some of the men apparently had good 
aim. Although many LEMs were talented craftsmen, some were hired for highly-skilled jobs for which they were 
unqualified. In one case, former park superintendent then NPS Inspector, W.F. Ayres reported that a man who 
was hired as an engineer was a good foreman and a very hard worker but by his own admission was not capable 
of doing the job for which he was hired. '̂' 

^'Ibid 
^ Bolton, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, The CCC Oral History Transcripts. 

Ibid. 
Ibid. 
NARA, CCC Records, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, Longhom Progress Reports, Inspection Report, W. F. Ayres, September 9, 

1938. 
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Less than a month after establishment of the camp, Dave Colp arranged a second opening ceremony for the park, 
held June 9 at 2:30 P.M.̂ "̂  One of a series of promotional "openings" intended to gamer positive publicity and 
increase park attendance in the midst of CCC work, it was considered prematttre and unprofessional by NPS 
Senior Inspector George Nason. Nason disapproved of "boosterism" at state parks in general, and accused the 
State Parks Board of having a "comerstone complex" to laud their own achievements. After attending 
ceremonies at Longhom and other state parks including Bastrop, Blanco, Abilene, Lampasas, and Palo Duro, 
informed District Officer Herbert Maier that "These celebrations were not, to my mind, in keeping with the 
dignity of the Texas Parks, nor were any of the parks except Blanco and Lampasas, ready for opening 
ceremonies."̂ ^ 

The state's original CCC application included provisions for building ovemight lodging and developing outdoor 
recreation at the park. Constmction of tourist cottages and a dam to create a bathing or fishing lake, however, 
was considered extraneous and undesirable by NPS reviewers; instead. District Inspector Harry L. Duidiam of 
Austin and District Officer Herbert Maier of the Denver Regional Office saw the tme value of the park in the 
cavem's unique geologic features. At their suggestion, CCC development emphasized accessibility through 
improved surface roads, a concession building, and subterranean trails and lighting. Durdiam noted that while a 
good spring piped water to the cavem, a more substantial water system should be installed.̂ ^ These priorities, 
established at the outset of the project, ultimately guided all CCC work at the park. 

The state flinded improvements for the park in the 1960s; they included a new headquarters and visitor center 
building and related plantings. Picnic facilities and hiking trails were rehabilitated or constmcted within the park. 
In 1971, the U.S. Department of the Interior designated Longhom Cavem a National Namral Landmark to 
recognize and encourage conservation of the cavem as one of America's outstanding natural treasures.̂ ^ As was 
tme when the park was established, the visitor center, gift shop and snack bar are all operated by private 
concession. Guides employed by the concessionaire lead visitors on a I YA mile round trip tour through the most 
accessible part of the cavem.̂ ^ 

Inks Lake State Park and the Lower Colorado River Authority 

Federal assistance in developing parks coincided with plans to hamess the waters of the Colorado River. Perhaps 
the public project with the greatest long-ranging impact on Bumet County was the damming of the Colorado 
River for water storage, flood control, hydroelectric power, and, finally, recreation. Six lakes were impounded 
from Lake Buchanan in Llano and Bumet counties, to Lake Austin, downriver in Travis County. Pioneer settlers 
dreamed of hamessing the power of the river as early as 1854 and, although several attempts to dam the 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1934-1937. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, 77. 
Dunham to Maier, 10 Feb. 1934, and Maier to Wirth, 13 Feb. 1934, NA, Record Group 79, Box 40, Folder 306: Accounts. 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl 

''̂  Smyrl, "Longhom Cavem State Park," The Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/ 
online/articles/LL/gkl7.html. 
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Colorado were made, it was not until the state established the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) in 1934, 
that the job was undertaken. 

LCRA goals were multi-faceted: to create dams and reservoirs for water storage and flood control, to provide 
hydroelectric power throughout mral Central Texas, and to establish recreation sites for tourism. To achieve 
these goals, the LCRA built six dams on the Colorado River between 1935 and 1951, creating reservoirs that are 
collectively known as the Highland Lakes. The primary charge of the LCRA was to conserve and reclaim the 
waters of the Colorado River as it passed through a region that experienced both devastating drought and 
rampaging floods, but secondary goals had far-reaching effects, as well. Impounding the Colorado led directly to 
mral electrification throughout Central Texas; today, more than 800,000 people receive power through the 
LCRA.̂ ^ Finally, these enormous constmction jobs provided work oppormnities for thousands of unemployed 
laborers, many from Bumet County. 

In addition to the cmcial jobs of reserving and controlling water and providing thousands with electricity, the 
Highland Lakes also serve important recreation purposes. The depression-era project created more than 25 parks 
along the lower Colorado, including Irdcs Lake State Park.̂ *̂  Roy B. Inks Lake, in Bumet and Llano counties, is 
the smallest of the Highland Lakes of Central Texas. It was impounded by the constmction of Roy B. Irdcs Dam 
on the Colorado River in 1938. The State of Texas acquired land to establish a state park along the shore of Irdcs 
Lake from the LCRA in 1940, just before the outbreak of World War II. Although the lake spans the boundary 
between Bumet and Llano counties, Iidcs Lake State Park lies entirely on the Bumet Coimty side of Itdcs Lake. 
The park is about four miles below Buchanan Dam, about ten miles west of the Bumet County seat of Bumet, 
and is accessed by Park Road 4 which cormects U.S. 281 to State Highway 29. '̂ 

The National Youth Administration (NYA) also contributed to the development of Irdcs Lake. Another of the 
"alphabet" projects of the New Deal, the purpose of the NYA was to provide work for out-of-school youth 
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-four. Lyndon Baines Johnson cut his political teeth as state director of 
the NYA in Texas. Eleanor Roosevelt recommended the young congressional aide for the job, a move that 
launched Johnson's career with the New Deal and the Roosevelt administration. Johnson occupied the post from 
1935 to 1937, when he successfully ran for Congress. The NYA set up camps at both Buchanan and Inks dams 
in 1938 and in 1939, and helped establish a national fish hatchery at Iidcs Dam.̂ ^ 

According to "A Report to Accompany The Master Plan for Inks Lake Park", the park site was chosen because 
it lay on one side of the lake formed by Roy B. Irdcs dam and at that point there was sufficient room between 
Park Road 4 and the lake in which to develop a park with facilities for camping and fishing. The approximately 
1,194-acre park had little vegetation and stunted trees due to the thin soil and granite outcroppings that bordered 

William McCann, "Lower Colorado River Authority," The Handbook of Texas Online, 
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/LL/mwl3.html. 

The LCRA built two more dams - the Alvin J. Wirtz Dam on Lake Lyndon B. Johnson, and the Max Starke Dam on Lake Marble 
Falls - in the early postwar period from the late 1940s to the early 1950s. Smyrl, "Bumet County." 

Smyrl, "Inks Lake State Park," The Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/II/gkil.html. 
-̂ Smyrl, "Bumet County." 
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the lake. Nevertheless, the site was characteristic of the Hill Country and offered good hiking areas with 
stunning views of the lake and surrounding countryside. Park planners chose the site for its central location 
along the park road (Park Road 4), between U.S. 281 and SH 29, for ".. . its splendid view across the lake; its 
natural hard sand sloping beach; and its protected small harbor for anchoring boats."̂ "̂  

The Parks Board envisioned a park with campgrounds for ovemight visitors and picnic sites for day use. 
Although the planners intended to build a Combination Building, Boat House and Bath House, it is not clear 
that these were ever completed during the CCC period. If so, they were either removed or altered so completely 
that they no longer retain sufficient integrity to be eligible for listing in the National Register. Numerous tourist 
cabins and other facilities, including a modem headquarters building at the entrance to the campground, are 
nonhistoric and thus ineligible for listing in the National Register. While the hatchery and dam were products 
of Depression-era federal works programs like the CCC parks and park roads, they are not included in the 
district. They were completed as federal conservation projects and were umelated to the state parks program, 
which was devoted to scenic beauty and recreation. For those reasons, they are not included in this nomination. 
They may, however, be eligible for National Register listing on their own merits. 

Development of Park Road 4 

Park Road 4 was developed as four discrete segments between 1934 and 1942 by the CCC and Texas State 
Highway Department (now Texas Department of Transportation, or, TxDOT). The first section constmcted was 
a parkway that provided access to Longhom Cavem State Park from State Highway 66, presently U.S. 281. It 
was developed between 1934 and 1937 in conjunction with CCC work at Longhom Cavem State Park. The 
second segment of Park Road 4, built by the CCC from 1938 to 1940, consists of a 500'-wide scenic parkway 
connecting Longhom Cavem State Park with another public roadway. Hoover Valley Road, presently FM 2342. 
This section was planned in anticipation of the impoundment of Inks Lake by the LCRA and development of a 
public park on adjacent land. With the establishment of Inks Lake State Park in 1940, a section of Hoover Valley 
Road was deeded by Bumet County to the Texas State Parks Board and was specifically intended for 
improvement by the CCC as an access road to the park. The final stretch of Park Road 4, extending through Inks 
Lake State Park to State Highway 29, was constmcted by the State Highway Department in cooperation with the 
State Parks Board. Completed in I94I, Park Road 4 forms a 15.5 mile scenic parkway linking Longhom Cavem 
and Inks Lake state parks. 

Scenic Roads 

The concept of scenic parkways was relatively new when Park Road 4 was initiated; in fact, only nine states had 
adopted laws enabling parkways by 1937. In June 1936, Congress authorized a study of the country's park, 
parkway, and recreational programs. In a 1937 yearbook entitled Parks and Recreation Progress published by 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake Acquisition and Development, Report ca. 1940. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake Acquisition and Development, Report ca. 1940. 
NPS, 1937 Yearbook. 
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the Department of the Interior, Comad L. Wirth, assistant director of the National Park Service, lauded the 
Federal government's assistance in widespread park development since President Roosevelt took office in 1933. 
He acknowledged great strides in national and state park development but noted that "access and travel constitute 
a phase of the program which has received little attention in the past," particularly in the case of state parks.̂ ^ 
Wirth pointed to existing parkways as "important arteries of travel for pleasure vehicles" and envisioned a 
national network of scenic parkways connecting important recreational centers by "an avenue of escape free of 
commercial vehicles and cluttered roadsides."^ It was in this atmosphere that Park Road 4 was planned and 
executed. 

President Roosevelt's land use and development board, the National Resource's Committee, defined a parkway 
as "an elongated park with a road running through it, in counter distinction to a highway, possessing a broad 
right-of-way" (Figures 2-3). According to the committee's definition, public access to a parkway was strictly 
controlled by the administrative agency. In the case of public highways, on the other hand, abutting property 
owners possessed "definite right of access." Wirth agreed that many existing parkways throughout the country 
did not restrict access but merely retained broad right-of-way.^^ 

In addition to recreation and travel avenues, parkways were built to protect and improve namral drainages and 
guide subdivision development. But the purpose first and foremost was to provide safe, scenic through routes 
giving large population centers access to recreation centers and preserve the natural beauty and charm of the 
landscape.̂  

The Federal govemment assisted states and municipalities in developing local parks and parkways, and by 
funding CCC camps to aid in those efforts, typically by grading and paving the roads, building culverts and 
bridges, planting trees, and constmcting horse or hiking trails alongside the parkway. As late as 1937, federally-
funded parkways were limited to the Mount Vemon Memorial Parkway and the national parkway projects (Blue 
Ridge, Natchez Trace, and Colonial), in addition to parkways in some urban regions. At that time. Corps of 
Engineers projects included Wisconsin's Honey Creek and Oak Creek parkways which were intended to connect 
several county parks, much like Park Road 4 connects Longhom Cavem and Iidcs Lake state parks.̂ ^ 

The National Park Service cooperated with a number of state highway departments to make improvements to 
roadways with a minimum of 200-feet of right-of-way. In areas of greater right-of-way, the Park Service 
sometimes built picnic areas, shelters, and other recreational facilities. Such stmctures and buildings followed 
the mstic design ethic adopted by both national and state parks throughout the country. 

Ibid., v. 
" Ibid., 29. 

Ibid. 
Ibid., 30. 

«°Ibid 
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In Texas, the State Highway Department provided constmction jobs for major road improvement in the county. 
The Bumet County section of State Highway 66 (now U.S. 281) began in 1929 but the project ran throughout the 
depression until 1939. State Highway 29 which coimects Austin, Bumet, and Buchanan Dam was constmcted 
between 1936 and 1939. Large bridges over the Colorado River were built on Highway 281 at Marble Falls 
(completed 1936) and on Highway 29 at Inks Lake (completed 1937). The state built Park Road 4, linking the 
two highways and passing through Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake in four segments during the same time 
period.*' 

An Entrance Parkway to Longhorn Cavern 

The first major endeavor taken on by the CCC camp was constmction of a scenic entrance road to Longhom 
Cavem State Park.*̂  The State Parks Board was in the odd position of having acquired a 550-acre state park 
with no public access in 1932. The board later increased its holdings at Longhom State Park to 676 acres by the 
purchase of a 100' right-of-way from the state highway (U.S. 281) to the cavem. The parkway, designated 
Project No. 205, would extend nearly six miles west from State Highway 66 to the northeastem boundary of the 
park. Traveling a winding course over hilly terrain, the scenic drive was envisioned as an extension of the park 
itself (Figure 4). 

An anonymous author in a Memorandum Regarding Work on Longhom Cavem State Park, described the 
general terrain as being on an upland plateau or uplift that was "admirably suited to development as a State Park" 
and the cavem itself The writer further applauded the location of the park on such a pronounced uplift because it 
afforded visitors long scenic vistas across Inks Lake and beyond rendering the site a "spot of beauty."*"* 

Road planning commenced within a month of the arrival of the CCC camp at Longhom Cavem. On a 
preliminary map, NPS Inspector W.F. Ayres sketched an approximate route and indicated ownership of property 
potentially traversed by the roadway.*^ Beginning in late September, the State Parks Board acquired the 100' 
right-of-way, obtaining a total of 92 acres from neighboring owners D.G. Sherrard, Houghton Brownlee, H.B. 
and I.V. Duncan, and the Hart and Peck Estate. Engineer CT. Fohl prepared a map of the finalized alignment 
on October 25, and work started shortly thereafter.*^ 

Smyrl, "Bumet County.' 
Nash, "Longhom Cavem State Park #35-T," NA, Record Group 79, Box 40, Folder 207: Reports; "Longhom Cavem State Park," 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, Admin. Files, Descriptive Information on Various Parks, ca. 1940. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, 8, 9, Admin, and Subject Files, Longhom Cavem State Park, ca. 1940. 
TSA, TSPB Records Box 2005/041-15, Longhom Cavem Acquisition and Development, Memorandum Regarding Work on 

Longhom Cavem State Park. 
"Proposed Road to Highway No. 66," 23 June 1934, PR 4_Scan0137.tif, TPWD, Map Collection. 

86 TPWD, State Parks Deed Files, Longhom Cavem; Bumet County, Misc. Deed Records, 1:586, 587-88, 590-92, 599-601, and 618-
19. 
" "Bumet County: Right of Way Map of Parkway from Longhom Cavem State Park to State Highway No. 66," PR 4_Scan0001.tif, 
TPWD, Map Collection. TPWD Land Acquisition Files for Longhom Cavem include a deed and accompanying plat for a 60' wide 
roadway easement crossing the property of D.G. Sherrard, dated March 20, 1934 (See Bumet County, Deed Records, 82:309-10). The 
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By the end of the fourth ECW period in March 1935, nearly three miles of roadbed had been completed. Road 
work commenced not at State Highway 66 but rather extended out from the park boundary and across the 
Sherrard and Duncan tracts to the east.̂ ^ As constmction continued, the entire area, including the right-of-way, 
was enclosed with strong sheep-proof fencing.̂ ^ The fencing also kept cattle from grazing in the park and 
provided protection for deer. Only four months later, the entire roadbed was substantially finished. In a July 15 
letter to Colp, Park Manager Hob Galloway advised that the CCC camp could commence work on the cavem as 
the entry road was "now in good condition."^'' Improvements to the parkway also continued, in the form of 
gravel topping, constmction of bridges and culverts, and erection of portals to mark the entrance from State 
Highway 66. 

All parkway constmction by CCC emollees was performed by hand. Sandstone for the entry portal and some of 
the culverts, and limestone for the park buildings, was quarried from nearby Ebling Ranch. Individual stones 
were cut to size with a pick and shovel, manually loaded onto tmcks, and laid by hand or maneuvered into place 
with crowbars. Trenches to divert water from the roadway likewise were hand-dug and the debris hauled away in 
wheelbarrows. ' 

Maintenance of the hilly, unpaved, and potentially treacherous road proved to be a burden to the State Parks 
Board from the outset. An initial proposal for caliche topping, with plans and specifications drafted by Fohl, had 
been submitted to the WPA which oversaw public road projects on September 3, 1935.̂ ^ The proposal called for 
caliche topping on six miles of roadway connecting Highway 66 (U.S. 281) and Longhom Cavem State Park 
already under constmction by the CCC. The project required several tmcks and rollers but primarily hand tools 
including picks, shovels, rakes, and axes. Road crews consisted of 31 laborers who mined, loaded, hauled, 
dumped, spread, and compacted caliche,̂ ^ which was probably acquired from local quarries. A year later, 
however, portions of the road required supplemental applications of gravel, primarily in low-lying areas, and by 
March, gravelling was proposed for roughly three miles of roadway from Backbone Creek to State Highway 
66.̂ ^ Routine maintenance of the road taxed the State Parks Board's limited budget, and the agency evenmally 
approached the State Highway Department for assistance. 

Design of Parkway Improvements 

tightly curving path, although similar to that shown on Fohl's drawing, appears to have been abandoned for a more streamlined 
approach. Right-of-way deeds for 18.26 and 25 acre tracts acquired from Sherrard do not reference the earlier document. 

Ayres, "Park Road" 26 Mar. 1935, PR 4_Scan0038.tif, TPWD, Map Collection. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7,8,9, Admin, and Subject Files, Longhom Cavem State Park ca. 1940. 

'° TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1934-1937. 
" Hubert Bolton et al., Longhom Cavem Reunion, 19 May 1990; and Anderson Van Dyke, interview by Janelle Taylor and Mark 
Thurman, 20 Sept. 2002, TPWD, CCC Oral History Transcripts. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-24, WPA Files, Longhom Cavem, Connecting Road, 1935 
TSA, TSPB Box 2005/041-15, Longhom Cavem Acquisition and Development, WPA Files Memorandum Regarding Work on 

Longhom n.d. 
DeLonge, "Park Roads," 1 Oct. 1936, PR 4_Scan0136.tif; and DeLonge, "Park Roads," 8 Mar. 1937, PR 4_Scan0035.tif, TPWD, 

Map Collection. 
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Available sources do not document the decision-making process for selection of the parkway alignment, nor do 
they indicate to whom the overall conception of the park road should be attributed. In design and constmction, 
care was clearly taken to preserve trees and natural vegetation along the road, as observed in a report by NPS 
Project Superintendent M.J. Nash. Notable live oak, elm, and cedar trees were marked at their bases with nails 
and their locations noted on vertical aligimient drawings for the roadway.̂ ^ Nash further attested to the 
parkway's early popularity with neighboring communities: "Many local people make this drive in the evenings 
to enjoy the scenery visible from this road. Many favorable comments have been received on this work."'^ 

En route from State Highway 66, now US 281, the visitor first encounters a pair of entry portals framing the east 
entrance of the road (Project No. 154) {Figures 4-5). Designed by landscape architect Merrill E. DeLonge, these 
naturalistic feamres consist of a weathered sandstone pylon on the south side of the entrance, bearing a sign for 
Longhom Cavem State Park, and a roughly shaped sandstone arch depicting the shape of the cavem entrance on 
the north side of the entrance. Curved sandstone walls extend to the north and south from these stmcmres. 
CCC Company Superintendent M. J. Nash reflected that the lichen-covered rocks lent a patina of age to the 
stmcmre. He also reported that the plantings (Project 501) around the entrance added to the attractiveness of the 
entry.̂ * When the entrance was designed, it also included a central island containing a short stone wall— t̂his 
island was removed by the Texas Department of Transportation in 1977. 

Other significant elements along the scenic drive are sandstone bridges (Project No. 104) and culverts (Project 
No. 154) that span creeks and minor drainages {Figures 6-7). Although visible from the road only as stepped 
stone guardrails, some culverts have substantial headwalls that frame a round or segmental arched opening. Nash 
was impressed by the skillful constmction and overall effect of these stmctures: 

The quality of workmanship of the emollees building the stone walls, Project No. 154, on the entrance 
road culverts shows indications of keen interest in project progress and the character of their masonry 
constmction. Through the use of excellent weathered sandstone which has been donated by an interested 
and sympathetic rancher near the park, some very pleasing walls are being built in which great care is 
given so that the weathered surfaces are retained on all exposed faces.̂ ^ 

Nash further reported that the road possessed beautiftil natural rock headwalls on the large culverts (Project 
154).'̂ *̂  Also the work of DeLonge, the bridges and culverts were designed and built between 1934 and 1937.'°' 

DeLonge, "Park Roads," 1 Oct. 1936, PR 4_Scan0136.tif; and DeLonge, "Park Roads," 8 Mar. 1937, PR 4_Scan0035.tif, TPWD, 
Map Collection. 

"Longhom Cavem State Park #35-T," n.d., NA, Record Group 79, Box 40, Folder 207: Reports. 
" "Details: Park Entrance Portals at State Highway 66," n.d., PR 4_Scan0177.tif, TPWD, Map Collection. 

NARA, CCC Records, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, Longhom Progress Reports, M.J. Nash letter, n.d. 
"Narrative Report for Longhom Cavem State Park, SP-35," Jan. 1936, NA, Group 79, Box 40, Folder 207: Reports. 
NARA, CCC Records, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, Longhom Progress Reports, M.J. Nash letter, n.d. 
See "Vehicle Bridge: Culvert near Station 153+00," 13 Dec. 1934, PR 4_Scan0127.tif; "Vehicle Bridge: Culvert at Station 

190+50," 10 Sept. 1935, PR 4_Scan0126.tif; and "Vehicle Bridge: Culvert near Station 133+00, "10 Sept. 1935, PR 4_Scan0134.tif, 
TPWD, Map Collection. 
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Although some drawings for the entry portals, bridges, and culverts were attributed to DeLonge, all plans and 
job applications submitted for CCC work were subject to review by the State Parks Board and various levels of 
NPS officials. Each document was successively checked by Project Superintendent M.J. Nash, accepted for the 
State by Parks Engineer Robert O. Whiteaker, recommended by Inspector W.F. Ayres, and finally approved by 
NPS District Officer Herbert Maier. A bridge located within the parkway illustrates the extent to which this 
process could shape a feature's design. Job No. 104-A, Vehicle Bridge, was necessary to allow water from a 
terracing project (Job No. 309) to flow under the road and away from the cavem. In a 1938 report, Ayres 
suggested that ditches along steep grades of the parkway should be left "irregular so that the water would flow 
from pool to pool. This would eliminate the need for check dams, and the soil is so rocky that it lends itself to 
this type of development."'̂ ^ 

Drawings prepared by DeLonge on December 6, 1936 were remmed unapproved by Maier's office, pending 
further study as recommended by Associate Engineer H.A. Montgomery.' ^ Both a single-span bridge and low-
water crossing were recommended in place of the three-span design originally submitted. Although official 
criticism stemmed from the possibility of smaller openings becoming clogged with debris during flood 
conditions, a handwritten note from Montgomery suggested that "Maier does not like this type of design in any 
event.'''̂ "* A single-arch stmcture was resubmitted on March 2, 1937 and subsequently built to the revised 
specifications."^ 

Above all, park features show the clear influence of Herbert Maier's vision. Maier was trained as an architect at 
the University of Califomia at Berkley, and between 1924 and 1929 he designed four museums for national 
parks at Bear Mountain, Yosemite, Grand Canyon, and Yellowstone. Contemporaneous and modem critics have 
considered his work the culmination of NPS Rustic architecture, designed in complement with the landscape 
through the use of native materials and handcrafted constmction. As an NPS district officer from 1933 to 1940, 
Maier promulgated his ideas regarding park design by training inspectors and architects employed in Denver or 
at the Central Design Office in Austin. In 1934, he developed a photographic portfolio of park stmctures, "The 
Library of Original Sources," which showcased his own work beside state parks developed under his 
supervision. A similar, nationwide catalog of park facilities was compiled for the NPS by architect Albert H. 
Good during the following year. Maier served on the selection committee for Good's expanded, three-volume 
Park and Recreation Structures, published in 1938.'°^ 

Good's Park and Recreation Structures sought to codify the elements that contribute to successful park design. 
Numerous features of Longhom Cavem State Park, the entrance portals, and bridges and culverts along the park 

NARA, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, Inspection Report September 9, 1938, W.F. Ayers. 
"Vehicle Bridge: Job No. 104-A," PR 4_Scan0133.tif, TPWD, Map Collection; Maier to Texas Procurement Officer, 17 Feb. 1937, 

NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 650-04: Bridges. 
'̂ ^ H.A.M. to Diehl, 4 Feb. 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 650-04: Bridges. 

"Job Estimate and Allotment Request: Job No. 104-A," NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 650-04: Bridges. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, 24, 58, 64-65, 90; Randall J. Biallas, AIA, "Foreword," in Albert H. Good, Park and Recreation Structures 

(1938; reprint, New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1999), i . 
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road were displayed as examples throughout the text. Both sides of the portal at State Highway 66 were 
illustrated, with an explanation that "one carries the designative sign, the other symbolizes the cavem that is the 
outstanding feature of this park area" {Figures 4-5). Good also recommended the stepped parapets used for 
Longhom Cavem's bridge and culvert headwalls due to their picmresque informality. In a section on culverts, 
examples in which "the blending of the head wall to the site is generally very skillfully executed" include a 
typical culvert from the parkway {Figure 6). A featured bridge appears to dissolve into its surroundings, as its 
carefully laid ashlar masonry gives way to rough limestone boulders lining the creek banks {Figure 7).'°'' That 
these elements of the Longhom Cavem entrance parkway were included and praised in a national guidebook on 
park design clearly indicates they were judged as exemplary iterations of the NPS Rustic style. 

Additional CCC Work at Longhorn Cavern 

Concurrently with building culverts and bridges along the entrance parkway, CCC emollees worked within 
Longhom Cavem State Park boundaries. A master plan for the park drafted in November 1936 was accepted 

108 

without alterations at the Texas State Parks Board's December 11 meeting. Below ground, within the cavem 
entailed excavation of silt, preparation of trails, and installation of a lighting system; on the surface, CCC 
emollees constmcted a concessions building and dramatic entryway to the cavem. 
Preliminary exploration of the cavem revealed that numerous chambers and passageways were obstmcted by silt 
that had washed in through surface openings.'*'̂  To render a larger area accessible, the CCC embarked on multi-
year Project No. 404, in which workers removed over 2.5 million cubic yards of dirt, guano, and rocks from the 
cavem.' ° Excavation was an arduous process. In an interview, former CCC member Hanno Pape recounted 
how the task was accomplished with "just wheelbarrows and muscle power and the unique way of getting that 
dirt out of there" - involving a pulley system in which filled wheelbarrows were lifted through a hole in the 
cavem ceiling. Between the mounds of soil and frenetic energy of the workers, Pape quipped that "it was just 
like a bunch of ants."''' 

Architect Samuel Charles Phelps Vosper, hired by the NPS in 1934, received a specific assignment to Longhom 
Cavem State Park. Formerly a professor at Texas A&M, Vosper had experience with theatrical lighting relevant 
to developing an illumination scheme for the cavem. His indirect lighting system (Project No. 134) concealed 
bulbs in curved alcoves plastered to resemble namral rock feamres. Wiring was similarly covered. Foot trails 
comprised of cmshed stone (Project No. 205) were prepared in all areas equipped with lights. The two-mile loop 

'̂̂ '̂  Good, Park and Recreation Structures, 1:14-15, 173-74, 192-93. 
NA, Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails; TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, 

July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
Nash, "Longhom Cavern State Park #35-T," n.d., NA, Record Group 79, Box 40, Folder 207: Reports. 
Matthews, Geologic Story of Longhorn Cavem, 4. 
Interview by Taylor, Thurman, and Dave Bell, 5 Sept. 2002, TPWD, CCC Oral History Transcript. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, 76, 217. 
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made accessible for tours included the large Indian Council Chamber, calcite-encmsted Crystal Room, and 
numerous chambers that showcase stalactites and stalagmites."^ 

Buildings at the park were designed by Austin architect George Walling and constmcted of locally quarried 
limestone."'' They include the Administration (Concession Building, CCC Museum) (Project No. 23), the Sam 
Bass Entrance to the cavem (Head House), a single stone cabin intended as a prototype for future tourist cabins 
(Officer's Quarters), and a caretaker's quarters (Custodian's Quarters) on the north side of Park Road 4."^ The 
Administration Building and the Cabin were recognized for their design excellence in Good's Park and 
Recreation Structures.' ^ Asymmetrically massed, the picturesque Administration Building has steeply pitched 
gabled roofs that intersect a lookout tower. From the surrounding stone-paved and walled terrace, a path leads 
around the edge of the sirddiole to the Head House, composed of buttressed rock walls supporting a wooden 
pergola. Dramatic, mirrored flights of stairs descend into the sinkhole and cavem entrance, more recently named 
for nineteenth-cenmry outlaw Sam Bass who purportedly sought shelter in the cave. 

By January 1936, landscape architect DeLonge (Longhom) and Architect Walling (Lockhart) drew plans for a 
stmcture sometimes referenced as a "head house" which served as a waiting zone for visitors to the cave. In a 
letter to Herbert Maier, General Regional Inspector George Nason described the plans for a circular stairway that 
spread around the cavem opening and terminated in a headhouse featuring a Gothic arch and buttress to echo the 
concession building. The stmcture was to be covered with adzed beams and purlins."^ 

In addition to the buildings, picnic tables and benches were constmcted. After several years of operation, the 
park administration realized that many visitors came to the park with picnic lunches but there were no 
accommodations for them. The original sets were built of cedar but they were later replaced with concrete."* 

By 1938, attention mmed to landscaping refinements. A Job Application and Completion Record submitted in 
January that year proposed to define the parking area with guardrails and complete the landscaping around the 
Administration Building by grading, sodding, and planting native shmbbery and "shade trees." Among the 
plantings were Live Oak, Cedar Elm, Agarita, Persimmon, and several varieties of Sumac. Cacti included Petaya 
Cacms, Spanish Dagger, Joint Cactus, and Prickly Pear."^ Later that year, the CCC moved and planted trees and 

Matthews, Geologic Story of Longhorn Cavern. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, 217. 
Names are inconsistent throughout CCC reports and inspections. Reports completed in 1937 and 1941 show that the Custodian's 

quarters and garage were frame buildings and a stone cabin near the stone water tower was a prototype for tourist cabins that were 
never built (NARA, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, CCC Records Longhom Progress Reports, Inspection Report November 15, 
1937; NARA, TPWD Archeology Laboratory, CCC Records Longhom Progress Reports, Inventory Report of Total Work 
Accomplished for Longhom Cavem State Park, January 3, 1941. 

2:110-11,3:52-53. 
' " NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Nason to Maier January 3, 1936. 

NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, June 4, 1936. 
NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Job Application and Completion Record, January 5, 1936. 
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shmbs at the Custodian's Dwelling.'^'^ In January 1940, a Job Completion Record noted that the CCC completed 
the parking area at the Administration Building with an 18" average fill and the placement of large boulders to 
define the zone. Another job was proposed to obscure "unsightly trails" and add top soil and native shmbbery 
to bare areas of the park.'̂ ^ 

As landscaping was being completed at the park, the CCC also built the Park Water Supply Well, a combination 
well and lookout tower designed "to be in keeping with other park stmctures of natural limestone rock." ' ^ The 
completed rock tower rose three stories in height with a 3,500 gallon tardc made of Cedar on the second floor. 
From that level, a hand-hewn cedar stairway accessed a lookout on the top floor. On the first floor, a stone 
pumphouse extended from one side of the tower while an open pavilion with a Gothic arch extended from the 
other side. Primary constmction materials for the entire stmcmre were "weathered dolomitic limestone rock," 
native oak timbers and cypress shingles.'̂ "* 

Toward the end of the CCC era at Longhom Cavem State Park, a job application was made to cap a secondary 
entrance into the cavem by erecting a small, one-room hip roofed building over the opening. The walls were to 
be solid masomy with no openings to allow light into the cavem. Scuppers were planned to drain surface water 
into the cavem where it would be accommodated.'̂ ^ Near this building the CCC built a 10' x 10' frame Switch 
Board House.'̂ ^ 

Expansion of Park Road 4: The Longhorn Cavern Parkway 

Because work on active projects was considered substantially complete, the Longhom Cavem CCC camp 
encountered resistance in late 1937: NPS officials recommended the camp for abandomnent on December 15. 
However, the Texas State Parks Board fought to maintain the camp for constmction of a plaimed westward 
extension of the parkway. This new road would intersect the existing, county-maintained Hoover Valley Road, 
which mns northeast from the Colorado River below Iidcs Dam to State Highway 29 near Bumet. The proposed 
connection would provide an additional route for accessing Longhom Cavem, which Inspector Ayres suggested 
could increase patronage and make the park self-sustaining.'̂ '' 

Recently elected Congressman Lyndon Johnson pursued the cause with NPS District Officer Maier. Greatly 
interested in the potential for recreational development on the Highland Lakes, Johnson saw the parkway as a 
component of his larger vision for the region. Within a single day, he swayed Maier with assurances that land for 

NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Job Application and Completion Record 706, April 1938. 
'•' NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Job Completion Record, January 1940. 

NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Job Application, January, 1940. 
'̂ ^ NARA, CCC Records, Longhom Project and Job Request Forms, Job Application and Completion Record 145, April 1939. 

Ibid 
'̂ ^ Ibid., April 1940. 
'-•̂  Ibid, June 1940. 
™ Ayres, "Inspection Report," 15 Nov. 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 39, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers. 
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the right-of-way would be obtained shortly and the State Highway Department would provide maintenance upon 
completion.'̂ ^ 

To secure an extension of the CCC camp, the Texas State Parks Board was informed they would need to finalize 
acquisition of the 500' right-of-way by December 15. With less than a month to spare, Ayres arranged an 
inspection by Engineer Ted L. Edwards of the State Parks Board, an associate landscape architect and engineer 
of the NPS Regional Office, and himself.'̂ ^ Though the group was satisfied with the preliminary alignment 
suggested by Project Superintendent Robert M. Rawls and landowners pledged their support, the three deeds 
were not signed until December 27. The State Parks Board obtained a total of 155 acres from L.O. and Ada 

1 

Norris, Louisa J. Williams, and Louisa L. Sherrard. 

Design and Construction of the Longhorn Cavern Parkway 

The design of the parkway from Longhom Cavem State Park to the west differed dramatically from that of the 
entrance parkway from U.S. 281. Constmcted along Backbone Ridge and down its west incline, this new 
parkway crossed few creeks but commanded impressive vistas of the surrounding countryside. Within the ample, 
500'-wide swath of land, the road curved in response to topography, to take advantage of views, or to preserve 
established trees and vegetation. Emphasis appears to have been less on the refinement of individual feamres and 
more on the overall effect of the scenic drive. 

Planning for the road alignment started as early as September 1937. A map of the completed entrance parkway 
was revised to illustrate its potential expansion past the Administration Building to Hoover Valley Road (Figure 
9).'^' Though this early drawing was drafted by DeLonge and checked by Nash, later documents illustrate 
shifting personnel within the State Parks Board and NPS management. William J. Lawson succeeded the late 
David Colp as Executive Secretary of the State Parks Board. Engineer Ted Edwards may have been hired as a 
replacement for Whiteaker, who resigned in 1937. Rawls rather than Nash served as Project Superintendent from 
the NPS. And reflecting the State Highway Department's promise to maintain the completed roadway, designer 
Walter E. Haggard also reviewed the plans. 

M.D. Cohen was responsible for the design of culverts for this section of the parkway. Compared with the 
impressive stmctures DeLonge drew for the entrance parkway, Cohen's are more utilitarian in appearance, 
bridging only minor mnoffs along the ridge. Each consists of a round concrete pipe with small, flat-capped stone 
headwalls. 

'̂ ^ Johnson to Maier, 17 Nov. 1937, telegram, NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 601-03.2: Abandoned Camps; Maier to NPS 
Director, telegram, 17 Nov. 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600-03: Development Outline. 
^ Ayres to Pesonen, 4 Dec. 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails; Ayres to Regional 

Director, telegram, 11 Dec. 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600-03: Development Outliae; Lawson to Johnson, 11 Dec. 
1937, TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1937-1939. 
130 XPWD, State Parks Deed Files, Longhom Cavem; Bumet County, Deed Records, 84:332-33, and Misc. Deed Records, 2:445-46. 

DeLonge, "Roads Plan," 8 Jan. 1937, revised 30 Sept. 1937, PR4_Scan0010.tif, TPWD, Map Collection. 
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An application for ongoing CCC work dated Febmary 10, 1938, included constmction of park roads, cattle 
guards, planting, guard rails, cutting of vegetation to create vistas, and scenic overlooks.' In his September 
report, Ayers indicated that the parkway (Job No. 121-202) was 65% complete. Work on cattle guards (Job No. 
122-149) and stone walls (Job No. 123-154) was also underway.'̂ ^ New projects included seeding and sodding 
the roadway and installing guardrails.'̂ '* CCC constmction on the parkway was assessed as "excellent work" by 
NPS Landscape Architect Harvey H. Comell in a December 1938 inspection report.'̂ ^ 

In July 1939, remaining tasks included finishing the parkway, assessed at 75% complete; constmction of rock 
guardrails on the hillside section of road; grading and sodding back slopes; completion of two roadside 
parks/overlooks; widening, ditching, straightening, and cutting steep grades on the entrance road from U.S. 281; 
and fencing the entire roadway.'̂ ^ By October, cattle guards were complete and work was rapidly progressing 
on the stone retaining walls along steep sections of roadway. Work had also commenced on a second section of 
the parkway, which involved substantial side hill cutting.'^ Stone guard rails and side hill sections (Job No. 
132) were designed by Assistant Landscape Architect Harry G. Newton.'̂ ^ CCC emollees used jackhammers 
and dynamite to clear a path for the road in these areas.'̂ ^ 

Again in 1939, NPS reviewers recommended that the Longhom Cavem CCC camp be discontinued after the 
thirteenth period, on Oct. I , 1939. Federal expenditures on park improvements through that time were estimated 
at $1.1 million, and the park was considered to be substantially complete. Congressman Johnson remounted his 
fight to maintain the camp.'""* Thomas C. Ferguson, Mayor of Bumet, anticipating significant financial benefit 
to the local economy from increased patronage to Longhom Cavem State Park and the potential establishment of 
a park at Inks Lake, urged that the CCC camp be retained at Longhom Cavem State Park to ensure completion of 
the project.'^' With Ferguson's and Johnson's intervention, the camp remained.'''̂  

Incidental improvements continued from the late 1930s and into the 1940s. James C. Jones, Inspector with the 
State Parks Board, drafted an Inspection Report for Longhom Cavem on October 4, 1939. In it, he noted his 
discussion with Hobb Galloway, manager of the park, regarding the possibility of leveling, sodding and 
landscaping the area at the ends of the administration building and other parking areas. After retuming to Austin, 
he approached landscape architect Harry G. Newton who agreed to develop a site plan for the improvements.'"^ 

NA, Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 39, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-24, WPA Files, Longhom Cavem State Park, Work Program Outline, 1939. 

'̂ ^ Steely, Parks for Texas. 137. 
''^ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1937-1939. 

NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600-03: Development Outline. 
'̂ ^ "Guard Rails," 21 July 1939, PR 4_Scan0051-RockWall .tif, TPWD, Map Collection. 

James Rose and Anderson Van Dyke, phone conversation, 1988, TPWD, CCC Oral History Transcript. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 601-03.1: Applications for Camps, and 601-03.2: Abandoned Camps. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1937-1939. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem State Park, Inspection Reports, 1939-1941. 

'̂ ^ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem Correspondence and Reports, Inspection Report, Oct. 4, 1939. 
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The firm of Newton and Pressler completed its design on November 7, 1939, only a month after Jones' report. 
Remnants of the parking lot at the north end of the administration building survive. 

At its March 19, 1940 meeting, the State Parks Board authorized the Executive Secretary to obtain materials 
from Bastrop or other state parks to build 800 signs for the state's parks. They agreed that the State Highway 
Department should be encouraged to prepare and place the directional signs on state highways from one to one 
and one-half miles from the entrance to the parks. Signage at the parks and along Park Road 4 apparently was 
inconsistent in design and haphazard in placement and directions. In a 1961 NPS report, an inspector declared 
that too many signs clutter the natural landscape and too few "annoy those who have neither time nor liking for 
groping their way along roads and trails without benefit of adequate signs." He went on to lambaste the existing 
signage along the parkway as too well hidden, umeadable, inaccurate (a sign indicated that Inks Lake was nine 
miles away when it was actually six miles distant), and did not indicate that Longhom Cavem was a state park. 
His final blunt assessment was that "The roadside sign program is ineffective and should be evaluated."''' 

Later that year, the board decided that Texas and U.S. flags should be erected on flag poles at each state park, in 
part to identify the parks to the traveling public. They agreed to constmct one flagpole as a prototype to 
determine the cost involved.'''^ It is not known whether they proceeded with this project as a 1961 report 
recommended installing a flag pole on the highway side of the administration building to indicate the park site to 
travelers. '''̂  

In January 1940, Job No. 145: Parking Overlooks on Parkway Road, was submitted to the NPS for review. The 
overlooks presented views to Inks Lake and the Colorado River valley south of Inks Dam, as well as to Inks 
Lake and the hills beyond. Constmction of gravel access roads, placement of bordering granite boulders, and 
planting of native shmbs were completed by June 1940.'"*̂  In a Febmary 1940 inspection report on Longhom 
Cavem State Park, B. G. Link, Director of Operations for the State Park Board, recommended that at least one 
picnic table and one flre grill be added to each of the two overlooks leading off from the main road "for the 
convenience of picnickers and sight-seers." He noted that the overlooks were under constmction by the CCC at 
the time of his report.''*^ 

Subsequent work to complete plantings along the parkway included Job No. 153: Seeding (Bluebonnet Seed), 
submitted to the NPS in April 1940. The project superintendent, Robert Rawls, described the benefits of the 
project in the job application: 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, State Parks Board Minutes, March 19, 1940: 7. 
'''̂  TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-15, Longhom Cavem Acquisition and Development, NPS Report on Longhom Cavem State 
Park, August 1961. 
'''̂  Ibid, September 19-20, 1940: 5. 
'"^ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/1041-15, NPS Report on Longhom Cavem State Park, August 1961. 
'"̂  McNiel, "Parking Overlook," 25 Jan. 1940, PR 4_Scan0047.tif, TPWD, Map Collection; NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 
600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails. 
'''̂  TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem Correspondence and Reports, Inspection Report, Febmary 28, 1940. 
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An impressive spectacle during the months of April and May in Central Texas where Longhom Cavem 
State Park is located is a field solid with bluebonnets. It is rare enough to draw throngs of visitors to the 
spots favored naturally with such a show and impressive enough to fill the casual passerby with 
admiration and awe. It is proposed in this job to gather bluebonnet seed from nearby thickly growing 
field and scatter it over all the open areas in our park which adjoin the main roads. This will materially 
add to the beauty of the glades and vistas in the Park and will provide a spectacle of great interest and 
attractiveness during the Spring months. Being a native biennial plant which reseeds itself, a start in this 
area should be sufficient to insure a continuous annual display.'̂  

This, and other planting projects within the park and along the park road that included native plants, were 
supportive of the NPS Rustic ethic in their expression of locality in their design. The CCC and other agencies 
responsible for the design and constmction of the road apparently succeeded in their efforts to impart the 
character of the natural environment of the Hill Country. A ca. 1940 report on the state of Longhom Cavem 
State Park noted that "The park road leads through a wooded section, forested with comparatively small trees, 
characteristic of this somewhat rocky region"'^' - which is exactly what the designers intended. 

NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 601-15: Landscaping. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, 8, 9, Admin, and Subject Files, Longhom Cavem State Park, ca. 1940. 
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Establishment of Inks Lake State Park 

The 1934 enabling legislation for the LCRA included a stipulation requiring that two lakeside parks, on the 
Bumet and Llano County sides of the river, be established.''•^ Before the constmction of Inks Dam was 
completed and the lake impounded in 1938, the NPS assembled a report on the potential for state park 
development along its banks and at Lake Buchanan to the north. The June 1937 report considered land already 
owned by the LCRA at the east end of Inks Dam for park land, but report authors concurred that an area to the 

153 

north, near Highway 29, would present a more suitable site. 

Two altemative sites were explored: one on the west side of the lake, involving acquisition of 800 acres from 
A.G. Murchison, and another on the east side, involving acquisition of 800 acres from the Friedsam estate 
adjoining a 1,130 acre tract owned by the LCRA.'^'' On October 22, 1939 Inspector Edwards led a group to 
inspect potential sites for the park. Accompanied by Congressman Johnson, a Mr. Fuller, and Roy Fry, Board of 
Directors, LCRA, Edwards and Executive Director Frank Quinn inspected Inks Lake frontage on various sides 
and concluded that the east bank within Friedsam tract would be ideal for park land in conjunction with LCRA 
property. The entire lake front on the tract would be purchased for park land, with 50% of the frontage needed by 
the State Highway Department for road constmction. Johnson suggested that the NPS be contacted regarding 
constmction of a roadway from the end of the present Longhom Cavem Road to the LCRA property along the 
Hoover Valley Road.'̂ ^ 

To open lands along Inks Lake to the public, the LCRA Board of Directors, State Highway Department, and 
Bumet County Commissioners' Court signed resolutions in 1939, each indicating the agency's willingness to 
enter into a cooperative agreement. The proposed state park would be accessed via "a scenic road extending from 
Highway 29 to the Longhom State Park," utilizing the county-owned Hoover Valley Road and State Highway 
Department constmction to complete the loop.'̂ ^ The concept of building a "scenic" road was not lost on the 
State Parks Board. At a meeting on December 9, 1939, members discussed the type of road to go through Inks 
Lake, specifically indicating that the road "definitely be a parkway and not subject to the up-springing of the 
usual commercial enterprises that front most of our Highways." The board insisted that the scenic road be 
located inside the park boundary in such a way as to protect its scenic values. Wishing to ensure those values, the 
board stated that they should be further protected by a scenic easement to restrict the erection of signs, bill 
boards and other stmctures that would detract from the character of the parkway. Nonmembers were invited to 
offer their views. A Mr. Fuller of the National Park Service agreed that the highway should be located to 

'̂ ^ NA, Record Group 79, Box 128, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers. 
'̂ ^ National Park Service, Region III, "A Report on the Proposed State Park, Inks and Buchanan Lakes, Lower Colorado River 
Authority, Texas," June 1937, NA, Record Group 79, Box 128, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers; TSA, TSPB Records, Box 
2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 3. 
'̂ ^ NA, Record Group 79, Box 129, Folder 610-01: Purchasing of Lands. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, State Parks 4, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - Misc. 
'^"^Ibid 
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preserve its parkway potential. Bumet Mayor Tom Ferguson expressed his opinion that the county would be 
amenable to such stipulations. 157 

On January 31, 1940, the Bumet County Commissioners' Court deeded the right-of-way to a portion of the 
Hoover Valley Road to the State Parks Board. The LCRA donated of 816 acres fronting Inks Lake on March 15, 
and the State Parks Board purchased land from the Friedsam estate to complete the park and parkway acquisition 
on August 26, 1940.'̂ * 

As planning proceeded for Inks Lake State Park, NPS officials debated whether to move the Longhom Cavem 
CCC camp to Inks Lake.'̂ ^ Due to the cost of relocation and relatively short distance between the two park 
sites, the Longhom Cavem CCC camp was authorized to continue in place of a new camp at Inks Lake.'^° With 
completion of remaining tasks at Longhom Cavem, the name of the camp changed to Inks Lake on October I , 
1940.'^' 

Connection Between Parks: The Hoover Valley Road 

At Congressman Johnson's suggestion, the Texas State Parks Board endeavored to secure CCC labor for 
improving the Hoover Valley Road as a link between Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks. The initial 
response from the NPS was uncertainty as to whether such an arrangement could be realized. In a memorandum 
to Inspector John C. Diggs dated December 8, 1939, Acting Associate Regional Director Milton J. McColm 
stated that CCC labor could not be used to maintain or improve public roads. In response, NPS Assistant 
Director Comad Wirth clarified the conditions necessary for CCC involvement with an extension of the 
Longhom Cavem parkway. He indicated that the CCC could improve the county-owned right-of-way provided 
that it be deeded to the state, under the control of the State Parks Board, for parkway purposes. The right-of-way 
would also need to be of sufficient width to conform to NPS parkway requirements and be protected by scenic 
easements.'̂ ^ 

On January 31, 1940, the State Parks Board acquired 1 1/8 miles of the right-of-way for Hoover Valley Road, 
extending from the parkway at Longhom Cavem to the southem boundary of land owned by the LCRA. The 
100'-wide right-of-way would revert to the control of Bumet County should the State cease maintenance.'̂ ^ 
Before the acquisition had been completed, the State Parks Board submitted a job application for road 
improvement. In accordance with Wirth's directives, the NPS requested a scenic easement in addition to the 100' 

'̂ •̂  TSA, TSBP Records, Box 1996/102-18, State Board Minutes, December 9, 1939. 
"58 XPWD, State Parks Deed Files, Inks Lake. 
'̂ ^ NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 601-03: Camp Sites; Box 42, Folder 620: Buildings; and Box 129, Folder 620: Buildings. 
"'̂  NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails, and Folder 601-03: Camp Sites. 

SiQch/, Parks for Texas, 160. 
'̂ ^ NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 602-01: Boundaries. 
'̂ ^ TPWD, State Parks Deed Files, Inks Lake. 
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right-of-way from the county.'^'' Property owners along the route were reluctant to grant easements and, 
ultimately, the request went umesolved. 

Difficulty in obtaining easements from local landowners caused delays. On January 19, an application for 
another CCC job requested expedient approval, as the task was to take the place of stalled Road Improvement 
Job No. 140.'̂ ^ By May 15, the task of obtaining easements seemed hopeless. Quinn wrote Wirth to request that 
he waive the requirement; Quinn had been unable to obtain any easements after five months of work due to 
resistance from adjoining owners.'̂ ^ Wirth responded June 3 that "it is too bad that we cannot plan a parkway. 
The acceptance by the State of an important connecting roadway, of only 100' right-of-way, without desired 
scenic protection and means of commercial encroachments, is much to be regretted." Quinn agreed that "it is too 
bad that we cannot plan a parkway. We put up a hard and bitter fight to secure scenic easements in accordance 
with the NPS requirements but we were up against a stone wall." The 100' ROW was considered a last resort.'̂ ^ 
Wirth also wrote Congressman Johnson, stating that the simation was being studied by the Regional Director in 
Santa Fe. By June 12, Johnson had word from the NPS that they would proceed as soon as all the details had 
been worked out. On June 24, NPS granted final approval to commence work on the road with the 100' right-

r. 169 

ot-way. 

Due to the delays, constmction drawings for the Hoover's Valley Road section, completed by F.A. McNiel on 
January 9, 1940, did not receive approval from Quinn, Diggs, and Hutson until May.'̂ '̂  Work commenced on 
Job No. 140: Road connecting Longhom and Inks areas on July 8.'̂ ' By the following May, the 1.2 miles of 
road improvements were complete. '̂̂  

Completion of the Scenic Loop: Inks Lake Parkway 

Planning for the location of the main park road was cmcial to the design of Inks Lake State Park, in that the 
roadway alignment would determine the amount of land along the lakeshore to be used for park purposes {Map 
15). On June 17, 1940, a review of the proposed master plan showing the parkway alignment was made by NPS 
Regional Landscape Architect H.H. Comell, Inspector Diggs, Associate Landscape Architect John E. Kell, 
Assistant Architect G.T. Patrick, Harry G. Newton of the NPS Central Design Office, and State Parks Board 
Chief Engineer Ted Edwards. The group recommended that the road be built at the location shown, i f not further 

"̂ ^ NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 630: Roads. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails. 

"̂"̂  NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 630: Roads. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, State Parks 4, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - Misc. 

168 TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, Improvements. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, Improvements, and Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, 

Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
'™ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem State Park plat, 1940. 

NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 611: Repairs and Improvements; TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and 
Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 3, and Box 2005/041-19, CCC Files, Yearly Progress Reports, 1941. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-19, CCC Files, Yearly Progress Reports, 1941. 
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from the lake in the area where intensive development was planned. Likewise they also recommended that the 
bordering strip along the outside of the roadway not be decreased from the 300' originally proposed. This 
echoed the sentiment of the Texas State Parks Board, whose members had "unanimously agreed that the 
proposed Highway should not form the boundary between the park and the adjoining private property, it being 
the plan of the State Highway Department and Parks Board that the highway definitely be a park way and not 
subject to the up-springing of the usual commercial enterprises that front most of our highways."'^'' In its final 
form, the master plan narrative stated that: 

The intention was to provide a scenic drive along one side of Iidcs Lake to preserve the natural beauty of 
the surroimding countryside as well as to protect the water rights. The proposed drive, to be built by the 
Texas Highway Department, will follow the shore line as closely as possible to provide lake views, with 
a right of way not less than three hundred feet from the road on its outer side. On the inner lake side, the 
width will vary on account of the irregularity of the shore line. At that section where the use area will be, 
the road will swing farther away from the lake, providing more space and privacy for this area by 
removing it from through traffic. 

This final idea was described in the comments as being "in accordance with the proposals that have been made in 
the field."'^^ 

Since the Inks Lake section of the park road would be constmcted by the State Highway Department, District 14 
Engineer D.E.H. Manigault was responsible for drafting plans for the parkway. On May 21, 1940, he received 
notice to proceed with plans for the roadway from State Highway Engineer Julian Montgomery.'̂ ^ The slowness 
with which the State Highway Department conducted surveys of the property and their unsatisfactory placement 
of the road too near to the lake shore on early drafts stalled purchase of the Friedsam tract.'̂ ^ By the end of July 
1940, Manigault's office sent revised field notes and a finalized right-of-way map to Inspector Edwards.'̂ ^ On 
August 26, the State Parks Board completed their purchase of 378 acres from the Citizens National Bardc of 
Waco, guardian of the estate of minors Linda Lou and Herman Friedsam. The property included lake frontage 
extending from the former LCRA tract to State Highway 29, with a 300' right-of-way along the proposed route 
for Park Road 4. Funding for the purchase was provided by a $12,500 appropriation by the state legislature and 
$2,500 from Bumet County.'̂ ^ 

Additional delays occurred during constmction. On January 7, 1941, the State Highway Department was 
reported to have suspended constmction on the parkway for six months, which would impair development of the 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 2. 
Minutes, 9 Dec. 1939, TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 3. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 42, Folder 630: Roads. 

'''̂  TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 3. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 

™ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 2. 
'™ TPWD, State Parks Deed Files, Inks Lake. 
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main use area of the park.'**̂  To compensate, the State Parks Board acquired a temporary easement across the 
property of adjoining owner John Hallmark to facilitate work at Inks Lake.'*' 

Further complications arose from agreements conceded to in the Friedsam land deal. H.V. Harman, tmst officer 
for the Friedsam estate, disapproved of the size of stock gaps to be constmcted by the Highway Department. The 
State Parks Board plaimed to fence the park with barbed wire with the provision that Friedsam's cattle were to be 
allowed to cross into the park at no less than three points to access water from the lake. The fence openings were 
called stock-passes, stock-gaps, or cattle by-passes. After the park was fenced and the first stock pass was 
completed, H.V. Harman, tmst officer for the Friedsam estate, expressed his concem over the size of it. He 
declared that the stock passes were too small to accommodate the cattle. Friedsam ranch foreman McLean 
asserted that the gaps should be at least 12'-by-8' to allow livestock to pass through and access the lake, rather 
than the 5'-by-6' design by the Highway Department. Harman requested that the State Parks Board intervene on 
their behalf.'*^ The Highway Department also applied pressure regarding agreements with the estate. Manigault 
criticized the design of fencing along the lakefront on the Friedsam tract, constmcted in conjunction with the 
stock gaps. He suggested that a far larger section than necessary was being enclosed in one of the first areas 
encountered along the scenic drive from Highway 29, thereby "detract[ing] from the scenic and recreational 
purposes for which the park road was constmcted." Inspector Paul R. Roesle agreed to redesign fencing along 
the cove as suggested.' 

Despite delays, the State Highway Department finalized constmction of State Park Road 4 from S.H. 29 to Clear 
Creek Bridge on October 15, 1941. The road opened to traffic on November 8.'*'' 

After the CCC: Ongoing Work at Inks Lake State Park 

As the United States prepared for the possibility of entry into World War II , the CCC faced an increasingly 
tightened budget. In July 1941, Roesle informed the State Parks Board that a dramatic reworking of the Inks 
Lake program for fiscal year 1942 would be necessary due to funding cuts.'*^ The work program outline 
included a clause that " i f [the park is] abandoned by the National Park Service due to sudden transfer of CCC 
camp to defense activities, the Texas State Parks Board will complete any large scale jobs which will not be 
usefiil unless completed."'*^ 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 1. 
CCC Park Records, Group 79, Box 41, Folder 600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trads; TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, 

Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
'̂ ^ TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 1. 
'̂ ^ Ibid 
'̂ ^ Ibid, and Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Acquisition and Development, Inks Lake, 1939-1941 - 1. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake, Job 179-710, Beach Improvements Section A, 1940-1941. 
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The CCC camp at Inks Lake was scheduled for abandonment on January 15, 1941. Despite requests for a 30-day 
extension, the camp was disbanded by January 5.'*̂  Work reports were filed on numerous incomplete jobs, such 
as beach improvements: "Due to the shortage of emollees and concentration of effort on other jobs already under 
constmction, no work has been done on Job 179. The camp is being abandoned and no work can be done on the 
job."'«^ 

The National Park Service and CCC program faced dramatic cutbacks. On August I I , 1941, the NPS Central 
Design Office in Austin shut down due to lack of funding and its work was taken over by State Parks Board 
staff. In May 1942, NPS wholly abandoned their Austin office. U.S. Congress voted to cut off funding for the 
CCC after June 30, 1942, and the organization was formally disbanded. The two remaining CCC camps in Texas 
were terminated, and the State Parks Board again considered the use of prison labor for ongoing improvements 
in state parks.'̂ ^ 

At Irdcs Lake, Manager B.C. Branch stmggled with an only partially developed park. On May 18, 1942, he 
reported that "we are still working with our crew, attempting to complete unfinished job left by the CCC."'^' 
Constmction materials were difficult to obtain during the war; necessary supplies were generally acquired 
secondhand or not at all. Labor was also scarce. Though park improvements were still not complete a year later, 
Irdcs Lake State Park opened to the public on May 1, 1943.'̂ ^̂  Shortly after the opening, workers cut bmsh for 
beautification near the intersection of the interior main park road and Park Road 4. In cooperation with the State 
Highway Department, they also cleared a view of the lake by cutting out all underbmsh and pmning trees in the 
developed area of the park. Slow development continued until January 1945, when Assistant Engineer F.A. 
McNiel reported that all constmction work, except cleanup, had been completed.'̂ ^ 

Even though CCC work at Inks Lake was cut short, the Longhom Cavern/Inks Lake CCC camp was the longest 
lived of any Texas state park encampment. Occupied continuously from May 17, 1934 to January 5, 1941, it 
sparmed from the third into the eighteenth ECW/CCC period, a sixteen-period term that surpassed the camps at 
Brownwood and Fort Parker state parks.'̂ '' This longevity attests to the importance the Texas State Parks Board 
placed on development of both parks and the scenic route cormecting them. 

Maintenance of Park Road 4: Texas State Highway Department 

18 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-1, CCC Admin. Files, Correspondence, 1940-1941; NA, Record Group 79, Box 128, Folder 
600: Lands, Buildings, Roads and Trails. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-14, Inks Lake, Job 179-710, Beach Improvements Section A, 1940-1941. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-7, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944; and Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 

7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
See Aug. 13-14, 1942 entry in TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-5, State Parks 3, Inks Lake, Apr. 1943-Feb. 1945, and Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 

7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-5, State Parks 3, Inks Lake, Apr. 1943-Feb. 1945. 
Steely, Parks for Texas, based on tables 1-19. 
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With a limited budget, lack of equipment, and inadequate experience, the Texas State Parks Board was ill 
equipped to maintain roads servicing the state parks system. As early as Febmary of 1936, the Board entertained 
the possibility of requesting assistance from the State Highway Department.'̂ ^ To a limited degree, the 
Highway Department was responsive to their needs. On June 22, 1937, their Highway Department Board 
approved Minute Order #13841, making park roads part of the state highway system. Existing roads within eight 
state parks, including Longhom Cavem, were to be taken over immediately for maintenance. 

The State Highway Department established a formal policy regarding the maintenance of roads in state parks on 
December 18, 1939. The main park road of each park would be eligible for maintenance, provided it had been 
constmcted to a standard acceptable to the Highway Department.' ^ Excluded were roads within the parks 
themselves, which remained under the jurisdiction of the State Parks Board. However, these were still beyond 
the State Parks Board's ability to maintain. Inspection reports for both Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state 
parks include numerous references to requests that the State Highway Department perform work on roads within 
the parks.'̂ * In early 1944, Manigault responded to such a request for a short loop of roadway at Inks Lake. He 
instmcted his maintenance foreman "to drag [the] loop when he drags Park Road 4," but only " i f it does not 
interfere with his regular work."'^^ In 1960, in response to the State Parks Board's interest in modemization of 
the maintenance policy, the Texas Highway Conmiission established broader guidelines for state park road 
maintenance. 

It is unclear to what extent the Highway Department honored its 1937 resolution to maintain the park road as it 
passed through Longhom Cavem State Park. Numerous inspection reports include observations that the roadway 
leading into the park was only in fair condition and needed blading.^° A December 5, 1939 report stated that 
"the approach roads to the Park are now being maintained by the State Highway Commission, an arrangement 
recently realized through the efforts of the executive secretary, Texas State Parks Board," implying that the 
earlier agreement had not been honored."*̂ ^ Even beyond this date, maintenance by the State Highway 
Department appears to have been negligent at best. A field report by Associate Engineer H.A. Montgomery from 
January 30, 1941 mentioned that the approach road to Longhom Cavem "gives evidence of very little 
maintenance and is getting quite rough with the side ditches eroding. This road was well constmcted and better 
maintenance should be provided by the state."̂ ^̂  

'"̂  Ibid, 109. 
'"•̂  Ibid., 124-25. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-8, Admin. Files, Parks, Texas Highway Department, Policy on State Park roads, 1959-1961, 
and Box 1996/102-18, Minutes, Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944; see also Steely, Parks fro Texas, 152. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem State Park Correspondence, 1941; Box 2005/041-5, State Parks 3, Inks 
Lake, Apr. 1943-Feb. 1945; and Box 2005/041-6, State Parks 3, Longhom Cavem, May 1943-Dec. 1945. 
''''' TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-5, State Parks 3, Inks Lake, Apr. 1943-Feb. 1945. 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-8, Admin. Files, Parks, Texas Highway Department, Policy on State Park roads, 1959-1961. 
TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-2, Longhom Cavem State Park Inspection Reports, 1939-1941. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 39, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers. 
NA, Record Group 79, Box 128, Folder 204-10: By Field Officers. 
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Finally, in 1941, the state legislature appropriated funding to pave 8.42 miles of roadway at Longhom Cavem 
State Park.̂ '''' By August 13, 1942, the Highway Department had completed asphalt surfacing of Park Road 4 in 
its entirety, from S.H. 29 through Irdcs Lake and Longhom Cavem State Parks to U.S. 281. 

A Lasting Legacy 

Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks, as well as Park Road 4, grew out of Depression-era policies to 
employ vast numbers of men by reforesting woodlands, conserving water, and building up places of natural 
beauty for public recreation. President Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal agency, the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC), was first and foremost a relief agency to put people back to work. In cooperation with state, county, and 
city governments, the CCC tackled reforestation and soil erosion but their most visible and long-lasting projects 
are the hundreds of national, state, and local parks for public recreation. Today, these parks dot the landscape 
from the Pacific to the Atlantic, from the southem border with Mexico to the Canadian boundary, offering places 
where Americans can enjoy the beauty of their own land. The CCC program managed to save, enhance, promote, 
and preserve, hundreds of the country's most precious natural and historic sites for the enjoyment of countless 
fumre generations to come. 

At first, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA, 1933-1935) employed men on small public works 
projects near their homes. Thus, families stayed together, local unemployment was abated, and communities 
reaped the benefits of new water and sewer systems, sidewalks, road improvements, and other hometown 
amenities. Rural communities benefited from other agencies. Between 1933 and 1935, Bumet County received 
more than $387,000 in relief from the Agricultural Adjustment Administration. The intention of the program was 
to put unemployed, and otherwise unskilled, farmers to work on public projects such as road constmction.̂ ^^ 

In 1935, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) replaced FERA and expanded its role beyond simple 
constmction projects to include much larger public works such as dams, highways and public buildings. The 
WPA fostered the work of writers, artists, actors, and other "nontraditional" but culturally enriching occupations. 
In an effort to provide the most assistance to families, the WPA hired only heads of households and maintained 
FERA's policy to employ them for local projects that kept them at home. 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), whose official name was Emergency Conservation Work (ECW), until 
1937, was one of the most successfijl and long-lived of the many "alphabet" programs throughout the country. 
Unlike the WPA which employed adults, primarily heads of households, the CCC recmited young men between 
the ages of seventeen and twenty-four (later increased to twenty-eight). While the WPA sought to keep its 
workers close to their families, the CCC shipped boys and young men to distant, often remote, sites where they 

TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-1, Admin. Correspondence, Topical Files, Roads, 1941-1943, and Box 1996/102-18, Mmutes, 
Vol. 1, July 7, 1933 to Aug. 31, 1944; "Subterranean Surrealism," The Humble Sales Lubricator, TSA, TSPB Records, Box 2005/041-
15, Acquisition and Development, Longhom Cavem, 1937-1939. 

Ibid. 
^°'' James Wright Steely, Parks for Texas: Enduring Landscapes of the New Deal (Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1999). 
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lived in barracks buildings or tents. There they performed conservation tasks such as reforestation and soil 
conservation, and built parks for public recreation. 

Some detractors have observed that although the CCC contributed immensely to our nation's natural and 
recreational resources, the young men gained few permanent job skills that could be used in the general work 
force or when they retumed to urban industrial society. However, many of the benefits were intangible but 
invaluable. Former CCC emollees often recall that the program gave them hope, discipline, love of namre and 
the outdoors, gratimde to a generous country and a desire to serve that country, as many did in the upcoming 
World War. Many felt their CCC experience prepared them for the discipline of the service and for making a 
new life for themselves after the war. ^ 

Ultimately, CCC projects succeeded in bringing diverse bureaucracies from all levels of govemment together for 
the purpose of resource conservation and park development all for the common good. Thus, though the CCC was 
a federal program, the cooperative spirit between federal, state, and local agencies during this troubled time 
resulted in many of Texas' state and local parks and parkways. Today, the CCC's handiwork is still seen in 
thirty-one state parks and several city and county parks, as well as dams, bridges, and parkways. 

Conclusion: Park Road 4 

The Park Road 4 Historic District is significant in Texas history as a stellar example of CCC park design and 
constmction during the 1930s and early 1940s. Park Road 4 is one of only a handful of parkways built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in Texas during the 1930s and early 1940s. In conjunction with the development of 
Longhom Cavem State Park and, later, Inks Lake State Park, the parkway represents the spirit of the CCC in 
design, constmction, and vision. The parkway was initially built as an entrance road for Longhom Cavem State 
Park and subsequently expanded to form a scenic road providing access to Inks Lake State Park and lirdcing U.S. 
281 and SH 29 near the town of Bumet. The parkway was part of a larger program designed to create a series of 
dams and lakes on the Colorado for water retention, flood control, hydroelectric energy, and recreation; the lakes 
form a chain along the river called the Highland Lakes. Constmction of both parks and the parkway helped 
revitalize Bumet County's economy through depression-era work relief provided by the CCC and, later, through 
tourism. The CCC camp at Longhom Cavem and Irdcs Lake was the longest established camp for a state park in 
Texas. Its endurance illustrates the long term commitment of the Texas State Parks Board to both parks and the 
parkway that connects them. 

Today, the road and its resources appear very much as they did at the close of the CCC era. It maintains the 
objectives of those who endeavored to build, not just a road, but a parkway that would offer travelers a scenic 
experience as they drove the winding contours and steep inclines of the Hill Country. Despite misguided 

Weisenberger, National Youth Administration in Texas, 18. 
Ezekial Rhodes, interview by Terri Myers, Mexia, Texas, 19 Aug. 1993; Willie Lankford and Tommy Banks, interview by Terri 

Myers, Fort Parker State Park, Texas, 22 Aug. 1993; and CCC Reunion Group, interview by Terri Myers, Fort Parker Stae Park, 
Texas, 22 Aug. 1993. 
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attempts to straighten and level the road in the recent past. Park Road 4 maintains its original alignment to best 
showcase the sweeping vistas and mgged landscape of the Texas Hill Country. It retains relatively uncluttered 
rights-of-way, and many of its original built features such as stone culverts and bridges, as well as plantings that 
have grown into mature trees and shmbs along the road. 

Very few modem intmsions intermpt its flow and views; the most significant detractors are large, modem 
gateways to various ranchettes that have spmng up along the road in the past few decades. Built of stone, 
wrought iron, concrete, and smcco, they form pillars and archways aimouncing the entrances of the new ranches. 
They detract from the character of the experience in size, scale, materials, and use, opening the parkway to 
interval access and egress that was never intended for the road and which is antithetical to parkway design. In a 
very few places, specifically as the road leads toward Irdcs Lake on the east, are several medium-sized 
advertising signs and a small commercial building. Nevertheless, the parkway as a whole retains its historic 
character to a remarkable degree, considering the phenomenal growth and development pressures in Central 
Texas since it was completed. 

Inks Lake State Park has been altered over time by the addition of modem cabins, a camp store, visitors center 
and other facilities; and therefore is not included within the boundaries of the historic district. Longhom Cavem 
State Park contains numerous historic resources built with exceptional beauty and craftsmanship from that era. 

Park Road 4 was recognized as an exceptional parkway in its own time. National Park Service District Officer 
Herbert Maier, an architect and accomplished practitioner of the NPS Rustic style, oversaw the development of 
the parkway. He intended the road to be experienced by automobile and the alignment to command scenic vistas 
and preserve significant trees and vegetation. Infrastmctural features such as culverts and bridges were 
beautifully designed and executed in stone as were the entry portals. Examples of these elements were 
showcased in the National Park Service's 1938 publication. Park and Recreation Structures, a seminal work on 
park design. 

Significance and Criteria 

Because of its historic associations and integrity, the Park Road 4 Historic District is eligible for listing in the 
National Register under Criterion A as a good, intact example of a depression-era parkway in Central Texas that 
embodies the character of the CCC mission to provide aesthetically pleasing parks to the people of America. 
Because it has not been substantially altered since its 1934-1942 constmction period and because it exhibits 
outstanding design and architecmral integrity, the Park Road 4 Historic District is also eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for Landscape Architecture and Engineering. 

The Park Road 4 Historic District exhibits integrity of setting, location, design, materials, and craftsmanship. 
Perhaps most importantly, the parks and parkway possess a strong sense of feeling and association with the CCC 
design aesthetic. Ultimately, the district is an excellent example of Depression-era park and parkway design and 
constmction, with elements skillfully executed in the NPS Rustic style. The parkway is nominated at the state 
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level of significance for its outstanding mstic architecmre and as a stellar example of Texas' participation in the 
national movement to create scenic parkways for the traveling public. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: 15.5 linear miles of road with 100' to 500' right-of-way, approximately 953 acres. 

UTM References: see continuation sheet 10-78. 

Verbal Boundary Description: see continuation sheet 10-78. 

Boundary Justification: see continuation sheet, 10-79. 
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Boundaries 

UTM References: 

References 1 to 7 are the northwestem segment of Park Road 4 firom S.H. 29 through Irdcs Lake State Park and 
along Hoover's Valley Road, to the northem boundary of Longhom Cavem State Park. References 8 to 14 
represent a polygon encompassing the boundaries of the park, and references 15 and 16 represent the endpoints 
of the segment of road between the headquarters of Longhom State Park and the entrance of the parkway on U.S. 
281 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1. 14 56006.28 3402832.12 9. 14 561583.61 3396225.23 
2. 14 559629.15 3402276.15 10. 14 563330.17 3394433.60 
3. 14 561949.97 3401915.38 11. 14 562831.94 3393525.76 
4. 14 560352.51 3400516.03 12. 14 561317.34 3394366.03 
5. 14 560471.48 3399724.22 13. 14 561512.62 3396062.38 
6. 14 559192.08 3399774.33 14. 14 559291.56 3396028.98 
7. 14 559289.01 3396604.93 15. 14 562841.99 3394708.47 
8. 14 559769.32 3396201.27 16. 14 571336.11 3395642.90 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Boundaries of the Park Road 4 Historic District correspond to the right-of-way historically associated with the 
road, generally extending between 100' and 300' and also includes all of Longhom Cavem State Park (see Map 
I) . The district boundary can be described in four segments: 

1 Entrance parkway from U.S. 281 to Longhorn Cavern State Park: 100' right-of-way measured fi-om the 
centerline of the road; 

2 Longhorn Cavern State Park: the entire park property fi^om its eastem boundary to FM 2342; Park Road 
4 meanders irregularly within boundaries; 

i Hoover's Valley Road: 100' right-of-way measured fi^om the centerline of the road; and 
4 Inks Lake State Park to SH 29: extending 300' on either side measured from the centerline of Park Road. 

Boundaries of the district were established to include all of the bridges, culverts, retaining walls, guardwalls, and 
overlooks along the parkway, all buildings, stmctures, objects, park sites and archaeological sites, and other 
features associated with Longhom Cavem State Park and the parkway including the designed and natural 
landscape. 
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Boundary Justification 

Boundaries for the Park Road 4 Historic District correspond to the current right-of-way for the park road 
acquired by the Texas State Parks Board between 1932 and 1940 in conjunction with the establishment of 
Longhom Cavem and Inks Lake state parks and for the purposes of constmcting a park road to link the parks to 
transportation corridors and to each other. The right-of-way for the road has not changed since the historic 
period. The entirety of the Longhom Cavem State Park property has been included in the district due to the 
presence of historic buildings, stmctures, objects and sites, contained within the boundary. 
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Map 1. Park Road 4 Historic District. 
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Map 2. Park Road 4.1937 Plan for Park Road 4, terminating at Hoover Valley Road. Source: TPWD, 
Map Collection. 
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Map 3. Longhorn Cavern State Park Headquarters area. Source: Longhorn Cavern State Park web site. 
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Map 4. Parking Overlooks A and B, located along Park Road 4 west of Longhorn Cavern State Park 
headquarters. Source: "Parking Overlook," January 14, 1940, PR_Scan0047.tif. TPWD, Map Collection. 
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Map 5. Detail from USGS, Llano map, 1:100,000, showing location of Park Road 4. Source: Topozone. 
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Map 6. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Overview. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural Landscape Report̂  
prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville,Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 7. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: entrance portals to Backbone Creek crossing. Source: Park 
Road 4 Cultural Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & 
Associates, inc., Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 8. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Entrance Portals. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural Landscape 
Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map J-3. 

Map 9. Existing conditions, Park Road 4. Backbone Creek section. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report̂  prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 10. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Backbone Ridge section. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 11. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Longhorn Cavern State Park. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 3-5a. 

Map 12. Existing conditions, developed area of Longhorn Cavern State Park. Source: Park Road 4 
Cultural Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & 
Associates, inc., Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OUB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section Additional Documentation Page _92 
Park Road 4 
Burnet County, Texas 

Map 13. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Hill Country Overlook section. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 14. Existing conditions, Park Road 4: Hoover's Valley section. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Map 15. Existing conditions. Park Road 4: Inks Lake State Park section. Source: Park Road 4 Cultural 
Landscape Report, prepared for Texas Parks and Wildlife Department by John Milner & Associates, inc., 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and Preservation Central, Inc., Austin, Texas, March 2008. 
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Existing Conditions Photographs 

Photo 1 South Entrance Portal 
Camera facing southwest 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 1 
October 2007 

Photo 2 Culvert C-07 
Camera facing southeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 12 
October 2007 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section Additional Documentation Page _96_ 
Park Road 4 
Burnet County, Texas 

Photo 3 Culvert C-13 
Camera facing north 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 15 
October 2007 

Photo 4 Culvert C-24 
Camera facing northeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 18 
October 2007 



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section Additional Documentation Page _97 
Park Road 4 
Burnet County, Texas 

Photo 5 Park Road 4 (entrance parkway) 
Camera facing west 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 5 
October 2007 

Photo 6 Park Road 4 (entrance parkway) 
Camera facing northeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 14 
October 2007 
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Photo 7 Park Road 4 (Longhom Cavem parkway) 
Camera facing west 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 8 
October 2007 

Photo 8 Park Road 4 (Longhom Cavem parkway) 
Camera facing east 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 17 
October 2007 
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Photo 9 Park Road 4 (Inks Lake Parkway) 
Camera facing north 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 24 
October 2007 

Photo 10 View from Scenic Overlook towards Inks Lake 
Camera facing northwest 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 10 
October 2007 
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Photo 11 Rock wall along Park Road 4 (Longhom Cavem parkway) 
Camera facing west 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 15 
October 2007 

Photo 12 Administration Building, Longhom Cavem State Park 
Camera facing south 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 17 
October 2007 
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Photo 13 Sam Bass entrance to Longhom Cavem 
Camera facing southeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 26 
October 2007 

Photo 14 Switchboard House 
Camera facing southeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 29 
October 2007 
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Photo 15 Cabin (CCC Officer's Quarters) 
Camera facing north 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 32 
October 2007 

Photo 16 Observation Tower 
Camera facing southwest 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 1 
October 2007 
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Photo 17 Honey Creek box bridge 
Camera facing north/northwest 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 3 
October 2007 

Photo 18 Bridge at Peter's Creek 
Camera facing south 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 2, Frame 21 
October 2007 
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Photo 19 Intmsive curb cut at Lost Mountain Ranch entry gate 
Camera facing east/northeast 
Elizabeth Butman, photographer 
Negative on file: Preservation Central 
Park Road 4, Roll 1 Frame 4 
October 2007 
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Historic Photographs and Drawings 

All photographs shown below were taken from Park and Recreation Structures, by Albert H. Good, reprinted in 
1999 by the Princeton Architectural Press from the 1938 edition published by the United States Department of 
the Interior, National Park Service. 
Page numbers are noted. 
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Overlook and .idmimitration Building, Longliorn Cavern State Park. Texas 
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Figure 1. CCC Museum (Administration Building), p. 111. 
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Overlook Shelter, Longhorn Cavem State Park, Texas 
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P L O T P L A N 

Figure 2. Sam Bass Cavern Entrance (Head House), p. 110. 
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Figure 3. Cabin (CCC Officer's Quarters), p. 53. 
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Figure 4. Entrance Portal, south side, p. 14 

Figure 5. Entrance Portal, north side, p. 15. 
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Figure 6. Sandstone Culvert, p. 174. 

Figure 7. Sandstone bridge, p. 193. 
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TO: 
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CC: 

DATE: 

RE: 

T E X A S HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
real places telling real stories 

MEMORANDUM 

RECEIVED 2280 

DEC 2 3 Z010 
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Linda McClelland, National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

Adrienne Campbell, Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

December 17, 2010 

Park Road 4 H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Burnet County, Texas 

The following materials are submitted regarding the Park Road 4 Historic District: 

1 Original National Register of Historic Places form 
Resubmitted nomination 

Multiple Property nomination form 
19 Photographs 
4 USGS map 
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