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Annual Report f o r 1969-70 

San Jose Mission National Historic Site 

Two v i s i t s were made t o San Jose during the year and an inspection of 
the buildings vas made on each occasion. The v i s i t s were made at the 
times of meetings of the San Jose Mission Advisory Board, on September 
5, 1969 and February 2l+, 1970. 

A great special event at San Jose occurred on February 23 when the 
250th anniversary of the founding of the mission was celebrated by a 
votive mass with the Most Reverend Francis J. Furey as P r i n c i p a l Cele
brant. 

Need for Archeological Investigations. 

A most pressing need exists for extensive trenching, both w i t h i n the 
mission qua.drangle and i n open areas surrounding the e x i s t i n g b u i l d 
ings. The purpose of the excavations w i l l be to record data f o r pre
paration of a H i s t o r i c Base Map, At the present time, there i s no 
record of the numerous c u l t u r a l remains which l i e buried w i t h i n the 
quadrangle. Because of t h i s , when pipe lines and t r a i l s were con
structed, the workmen encountered and damaged h i s t o r i c features. 

State Archeologist Tunnel i s w i l l i n g to do the work when funds are 
available, 

Condition of the Buildings, 

The church i s i n excellent condition even though there are some minor 
maintenance and s t a b i l i z a t i o n needs. The most pressing of those i s 
the necessity of getting r i d of the plants which grow on the walls, 
A long l e t t e r which l i s t e d my reconraendations for s t a b i l i z a t i o n at 
both San Jose and Purissima Concepcion churches was sent to Monsigneur 
Janacek i n March. 

Many of the reconstructed rooms of the quadrangle, p a r t i c u l a r l y near 
the southeast corner, have serious s e t t l i n g cracks. The riovemsnt 
of the walls evidently caused a number of leaks i n the roofs of the 
rooms. The roofs were repaired more than a year ago and, i f there 
i s no further miOvement of the w a l l s , everything w i l l probably be a l l 
r i g h t , A close watch should be kept on the rooms, however. 



Condition of the Grounds. 

On both v i s i t s , the grounds were fount"", well k'"pt. 

During the W.P.A. work at San Jose, ramadas were placed in front of the 
rooms a l l around the quadrangle. There was no archeological evidence 
that ramada' were ever placed in Just that mcmner. Through the years, 
these had become pretty moth-eaten in appearance and presented some
thing of a hazard to visitors because most of the poles were rotten. 
The ramadas were removed during the past winter and I believe this has 
improved the appearance of the quadraiagle. 



Commemorating 250 years 

llJIli 

MISSION SAN JOSE Y SAN MIGUEL DE AGUAYO 

Founded February 23,1720 



History of the Mission 
San Jose Mission was founded on February 23, 1720, by Venerable 

Antonio Margil, O. F . M . , and the Governor of Texas, Marquis de 
San Miguel de Aguayo, who gave orders to Captain Juan Valdez of the 
Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar to establish the new mission. 

Fr . Margil placed in charge of the mission Fr . Agustin Patron and 
Fr . Miguel Nunez de Haro, and the latter was missionary at San Jose 
for 32 years, until his death in 1752. 

In 1740 Fr. Nunez moved San Jose Mission to its present location -
the third site occupied. It developed into one of the most successful 
missions and became known as the "Queen of the Missions." 

The new church was started in 1768 and finished about 1782. The 
original sacristy with its "Rose Window" st i l l stands today, but a part of 
the north wall collapsed in 1868, and in 1874 the dome and roof caved in. 

In 1824 the mission was completely secularized and ceased to be a 
mission. The last missionary at San Jose was Fr. Jose Antonio Diaz 
de Leon. He was the last missionary in all of Texas, having been shot 
to death near Nac(^doches in 1834. 

After 1840 the church of San Jose was used occasionally for rel
igious purposes. 

From 1859 to 1868 Mission San Jose was in the care of the Benedictine 
Fathers from Pennsylvania. It was then abandoned again vintil 1872, when 
the Holy Cross Fathers from Notre Dame, Indiana, took charge until 1888. 

Sometime between 1880 and 1890 the richly carved wooden doors dis
appeared. The statues in the church had been ruined by soldiers during 
the revolutionary wars. 

The Redemptorist Fathers were in charge of San Jose Mission from 
1923 until 1931, when the Franciscan Fathers (St. Louis Province) 
returned after an absence of more than one hundred years. 

In 1928 the tower collapsed. 

In 1936 the Mission was restored and was declared a National Hist
orical Site in 1941. 



Program 

A VOTIVE MASS IN HONOR OF ST. JOSEPH 

Principal Celebrant:- Most Rev. Francis J. Furey, D. D. 

Concelebrating:- Most Rev. Robert E. Lucey, S. T. D. 
Very Rev. Vitus Duschinsky, O. F. M. , Min. Prov. 

and 
Priests - historians, custodians, pastors and friends 

of the mission 

Homilist:- Richard G. Santos, Archivist, Bexar County 

Instrumental and Vocal Music:- The Mariachis de Colores and 
St. Patrick's Choir 

I I . A BUFFET SUPPER AND RECEPTION, in the Granary after the Mass 

^ 5jc 

ORDER AND TEXT OF THE MASS IN HONOR OF ST. JOSEPH 

Litany of Mercy:- (Choir) "Senor, tenpiedad, Cristo, ten piedad, 

Senor, ten piedad" 

Glory to God:- (Choir) "Gloria a Dios en las alturas " 

Prayer of the day:- (Celebrant) 
First Reading:- (Lector) from the book of Genesis 49, 22-26 

5. Scriptural Response:- (ALL) Ps. 111,1-3 
"Happy the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in 

his commands. His posterity shall be mighty upon the earth; 
the upright generation shall be blessed. Wealth and riches 
shall be in his house; his generosity shall endure forever." 

6. Gospel:- (Celebrant) from Luke 3, 21-23 

Homily:- (Richard G. Santos) 

Profession of Faith:- (Celebrant) " I believe in one God 
(ALL) the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, * 

and of all things visible and invisible. * 
And I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, * the only begotten 

Son of God. * 
Born of the Father before al l ages. * 
God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God. * 
Begotten, not made, * of one substance with the Father, * 

By whom all things were made. * 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven. * 
And he became flesh by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary: * 

and was made man. * 
He was also crucified for us, * suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

and ?̂as buried. * 
And on the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. * 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. * 



He wil l come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. * 
And of his kingdom there will be no end. * 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Ufe, * 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. * 

Who together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified. * 
and who spoke through the prophets. * 

And one holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. * 
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. * 

And I await the resurrection of the dead. * 
And the Ufe of the world to come. Amen." 

9. Prayers of the Faithful:- (Celebrant and Lector) 
ALL respond to the petitions, saying: "Hear us, O Lord." 

10. Offertory Antiphon:- (ALL) Ps. 147, 12-13 
"Glorify the Lord, O Jerusalem, for he has strengthened the bars 
of your gates, he has blessed your children within you." 

Procession bringing the Gifts:-

Preparation and Offering of Gifts:-

Petition for Prayer:- (Celebrant) "Pray.. . .that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God the Father almighty." 
(ALL) "May the Lord receive the sacrifice from your hands to the 
praise and glory of his name, for our welfare and that of all his 
holy Church." 

14. Prayer over the Gifts:- (Celebrant) 

15. Preface of St. Joseph:-
(Celebrant) "The Lord be with you." 

(ALL) "And with your spiri t ." 
(Celebrant) "L i f t up your hearts." 

(ALL) "We have Ufted them up to the Lord." 
(Celebrant) "Let us give thanks to the Lord our God." 

(ALL) "It is right and just." 
(Celebrant) " 

16. SANTO, SANTO, SANTO (Mariachis and Choir) 

17. Eucharistic Prayer:- (Celebrant and Concelebrants) 

18. Acclamation:- (Celebrant) "Let us proclaim the Mystery of Faith." 
(ALL) "Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ wil l come again." 

19. The Lord's Prayer (Mariachis and Choir) 

20. The Kiss of Peace 

21. Holy Communion 

22. Communion Verse:- Matth. 1, 16 (ALL) "And Jacob begot Joseph, the 
husband of Mary, and of her was born Jesus who is called Christ." 

23. Prayer after Communion:- Blessing:- (Celebrant) 

Recessional Hymn:- (ALL) BENDITO, BENDITO, BENDITO SEA DIOS! 
LOS ANGELES CANT AN YA ALAVAN A DIOS. 


