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THE LYNDCW B, JC.. «ON BC'YK<X)D HC -CB 

INIRODOCriON 

Blanco County, in the heart of the H i l l Country of south-cc>ntral 

Texas, i s in many respects a Johnson preserve. In the mid 1850's 

the President's grandfather, Samuel E*.ly Jclmson, and his brother Too, 

began raising cattle here. la due course they acquired considerable 

land holdings and, their cattle prospering, made the long Irive 

north to Kansas markets. 

The H i l l Country—sometimes harsh with drought, h a i l , hot 'ind, and 

bli2zard-<-is normally "a gentle land of l i t t l e h i l l s and v >rdant 

valleys, of limestone springs and forests of perennially green 

cedar and live oak." Streams like the Ped.irnales and Bla ico 

flow through i t , and lakes and ponds occupy the hollows. he 

Johnson clan found this land much to their likings snd the ' increased 

upon I t , Johnson City, established by early settlers alca3 the 

Pedernales River in 1878, was named for the pioneering ancestors of 

the President, 

This heritage of land and people i s strong in the Presidcp;»s 

heart; i t i s to this place and to thsau people that he ret irns to 

relax and ref.tesh his mind and body. I t was here, in this H i l l 

Country, that he was born and raised and schooled, aad whe.re he ran 

for his f i r s t public office. 

1, Jack Maguire, ed,, A President's Country (Austin, 1964 , 6, 



.Residents of the area rem^bes so many incidents frott: -fhe 

President's early -life that there i s scarcely a building or plot 

of land in the vicinity but recalls scae association with his 

boi^hood or young manbood. 

Today, the LBJ Ranch, bought soma years ago from relatives, i s 

the center of the President's a c t i v i t i e s in the H i l l Country. 

Included in the ranch's 438 acres are the President's modern ranch 

home and a siaple frame farm house where lie was born to Samuel and 

Rebekah Johnson on August 27, 1908, Thirteen miles east, in Johnson 

City, i s the bosrhood home. 

Of the three sfost important sites associated with the President in 

the Johnson City vicinity, the Boyhocd Home stands out as the most 

significant historically. 

Though in time to come the modern LB.!' Ranch House w i l l doubtless 

be re-evaluated in the light of historical perspective;, i t s current 

o f f i c i a l use as the "Texas White House," and the security r e s t r i c ­

tions that hedge i t from public access, would appear to militate 

against i t s consideration at this tinie in the Presidential Laxxlnazk 

Program. 

The Birthplace House, now being restored by the P r e s i d ^ t , i s 

similarly cut off frcxa public access for security reasons, MOre 

iiq>o;tant in terms of evaluation c r i t e r i a , i t i s assmaed that scenes 

of early childhood are less significant historically t,han those of 

the later foncative years, 

2 



THE aOYHOOD HOME 

According to residents of Johnson City, ttm Boyhood Hosm Is a 

site particularly dear to the President's mmoxy. Apparently, toe, 

he has spscifically chossn i t M ths placs to coonamorsts his ssrly 

l i f e and the profound ixuriuencs of him paxsats oo his later dsstisy. 

According to rscozds at the Blanco County Oourthouss, ths Bojrtieod 

Hone was built in 1886, Sannsl and Rshtfcah Jstansoa moved hszs fxcm 

their farm when ths futurs President was six yssrs old (soMtias in 

1914-15), Hs lived hsrs ontil after grsduatioo fron nssrby 

City High School. 

This site is considered ths plscs of svolutioB and dsvslopnsnt 

from childhood, throos^ a hO)fbood narksd by Industry sad quick 

assuo^tion of responsibility, to ths snsrgsflcs ef the young man 

whose nstsoric csrosr would eulninsts in ths Prssidsncy. 

Ths hOBs is a ons-story fszn hotiss, pslntsd whits, sad nsy bs 

dsscribsd as T-shspsd. The two L porchss sm dksrsctsristlc of 

this typs of fsra boas coanooly built duria9 ths last dscsdss of 

ths 19th century throughout tha South sad souchwsst. 

OWNERSHIP AWD PRBSBHT OOHPITIPH 

FormerIv sansd by ths Prssidsnt, sad rsstorad by Ites. Johason snd 
is now 

ths Prssidsnt's sister, Mrs. Bixgs Alaxandsr, ths hous has-bs«a-
owned by the Johnson City Foundation, \rtiich administers i t as 
doadsd te Bisnoo County.—It is sdliisin<«rsd by ths TiSidsn B. 
a historic house museum. 

Jsimsen Dsyhsed liont Psisvlntioa foi Blanes Osssty* Barly 

photographs snd ths rscollsctioos of ths Pzsuidsat snd his faaily 

wsrs used ia this prsssrvstioo projsct; sad sceordiag to loesl 

rssidsnts ths house looks much as i t did dnriag tha boyhood psriod. 



Selected roons have been remodeled for use as a historic house 

museum in which are exhibited memorabilia of the President, 

and his family. 

Structurally sound and well maintained, the house and grounds 

(about 1 acre) appear to have a high degree of integrity. 

The home is open to the public. It i s already a noted Texas 

State Landmark (1S>65) and is frequently visited and photographed. 

REFERENCES 

Jack Maguire, ed,, A President's Country (Austin, 1964}; Houston 

Chronicle. "Profile of a President" (svpploaent, February 1964); 

Walter P. Webb, ed., The Handbo<̂  of Texas (Austin, 1962); local 

interviews and Johnson City Chamber of Cbwiercs maps, paoqahlets, 

news clippings, stc. 
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October 30, 1964 

NOTE FOR FILES - L. B. JOHNSON 

Mr. Thonipson came i n to say that Mr. Hartzog said that we 
should look at LBJ's birthplace site (now restored by LBJ) 
for Landmark status. 

Mr. Thompson is to discuss this with Mr. Boatner - pending 
disc\ission the Region w i l l be notified. 

JOL 
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Boyhood Home of President Lyndon B. Johnson in Johnson 
City, Texas. NPS photo taken 2/25/65 from northeast 
corner of Johnson property. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Blanco County, i n the heart of the H i l l Country of south-central 

Texas, is in many respects a Johnson preserve. In the raid-l850s the 

President's grandfather, Samuel Ealy Johnson, and his brother Tom, 

began raising cattle here. In due course they acquired considerable 

land holdings and, their cattle prospering, made the long drive 

north to Kansas markets. 

The H i l l Country—sometimes harsh with drought and ha i l , hot 

wind and bl i z z a r d — i s normally "a gentle land of l i t t l e h i l l s and 

verdant valleys, of limestone springs and forests of perennially 

green cedar and live oak.""̂  Streams like the Pedernales and Blanco 

flow through i t , and lakes and ponds occupy the hollows. The Johnson 

clan found this land much to their l i k i n g , and they increased upon 

i t . Johnson City, established by early settlers along the Pedernales 

River i n I878, was named for the pioneering ancestors of the President. 

This heritage of land and people is strong i n the President's 

heart; i t is to this place and to these people that he returns to 

relax and r e f i t mind and body before plunging again Into the burden­

some duties of his Office. And I t was here, in this H i l l Country, 

that he was born and raised and schooled, and where he ran for his 

f i r s t public office. 

1. Jack Maguire, ed., A President's Country (Austin, 1961^), 6. 



Residents of the area remember so many incidents from the 

President's early l i f e that there is scarcely a building or plot of 

land in the v i c i n i t y but recalls some association with his boyhood 

or young manhood. 

Today, the LBJ Ranch, bought some years ago from relatives, is 

the center of the President's activities i n the H i l l Country. In­

cluded i n the ranch's 4-38 acres are the President's modern ranch home 

and the simple frame farm house where he was born to Samuel and 

Rebekah Johnson on August 27, 1908. Thirteen miles east, in Johnson 

City, is the boyhood home. These thi*ee homes are the prime historic 

sites considered i n tiiis report. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

Of the three prime sites i n the Johnson City v i c i n i t y , the 

Boyhood Home stands out as most significant historically. 

Though in time to come the modern LBJ Ranch House w i l l doubtless 

be re-evaluated i n the l i g h t of historical perspective, i t s current 

o f f i c i a l use as the "Texas White House," and the security restric­

tions that hedge i t from public access, would appear to militate 

against i t s consideration at this time In the Presidential Landmark 

Program. 

The Birthplace House, now being restored by the President, is 

similarly cut off from public access for security reasons. More 

Important In terms of evaluation c r i t e r i a , i t is assumed that scenes 

of early childhood are less significant historically than those of 

the later formative years. 

According to residents of Johnson City, the Boyhood Home is a 

site particularly dear to the President's memory. Apparently, too, 

he has specifically chosen i t as the place to commemorate his early 

l i f e and the profound influence of his parents on his later destiny. 

According to records at the Blanco County Courthouse, the Boyhood 

Home was b u i l t i n I898. Samuel and Rebekah Johnson moved here from 

their farm when the future President was 6 years old (sometime i n 

191^-15). He lived here u n t i l after graduation from nearby Johnson 

City High School. 



This site is considered the place of evolution and development 

from childhood, through a boyhood marked by industry and quick 

assumption of responsibility, to the emergence of the young man 

whose meteoric career would culminate i n the Presidency. 



PRESENT CONDITION OF BOYHOOD HOME 

Owned by the President, the house is occupied by Mrs. Jesse 

Hunter, who apparently has supervised i t s restoration. Early photos 

and the recollections of the President and his family have been 

employed in this project; and, according to local residents, the house 

looks much as i t did during the boyhood period. 

Structurally sound and well maintained, the house and grounds 

(about 1 acre) appear to have a high degree of integrity. 

Currently, selected rooms are being remodelled for use as an 

historic house museum, in which w i l l be exhibited memorabilia of 

the President's family and youth. According to Mrs. Hunter, the 

house w i l l be open to the public by late spring of this year. I t is 

already a noted landmark, frequently visited and photographed. 



REFERENCES 

Jack Maguire, ed., A President's Country (Austin, I96U); Houston 

Chronicle, "Profile of a President" (supplement, February 196^); 

Walter P. VJebb, ed.. The Handbook of Texas (Austin, 1952); local 

interviews and Johnson City Chamber of Commerce maps, pamphlets, 

news clippings, etc. 
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Front view of President Johnson's Boyhood Home i n 
Johnson City, Texas. NPS photo taken 2/25/65 looking 
south. 



Birthplace of President Johnson, located on LBJ Ranch 
about 1/2 mile east of present LBJ Ranch House. NPS 
photo taken 2/25/65 from Old U.S. 290 (Texas Ranch Road 
1) looking north across Pedemales River. 



The present LBJ Ranch House. NPS photo taken 2/25/65 
from Old U.S. 290 (Texas Ranch Road 1) ca. 13 miles 
west of Johnson City, looking north across Pedernales 
River. 
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OPTIONM. FORM NO. 10 
1010-10* 

UNITED STATES GOV^..NMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : .Tohn L i t t l e t o n , WASO 2 x ...66 DATE: 2/17/66 

FROM : B i l l Brown, SWRO 

SUBJECT: Pres. Johnson sites 

Enclosed are the prints used in my Johnson City Sites report. Also 

folders,clippings, etc., with dope on boyhood home and ranch. 

Jerry Rogers, former seasonal at Fort Davis, and now with Urbanovsky 

at Texas Tech working on "Johnson" Parkway thing, is track ing down 

more dope. As of now here are answers to your questions: Boyhood hone 

is op-^r^ited by Johnson Family Foundation w/ Johnson money—not State 

operated. Texas marked home on May 13j 1965. Birthplace, as far as 

I can t e l l is substantially restored, not a replica. (over) 



1 riJl l/i /: 

Pogers is gittin^'mme of Johnson Family Foundation director or '• 

administrator. Whv not send notification straight, to Lyndon anyŵ ry. 

When I have further nertinent done, w i l l send i t on, or phone i t in. 

ni rfe.t ne; 



Here's Where LBJ G rew Up K 
Boyhood Home Dedicated as Texas Landmark 

Bv ISABFIJ.F SHKl.TON 
Mar auu Wntar 

JOHNSON CITY, T M - A l 

primiHl with fcenc<̂  of Uht 
Europe. 

A pitionograph r e c n r d— 
"l.lttl» OIn Khfliily on lh« 
Plaini"—restji on Ihe spindle 
of the hsnd-wound VirtroM 

chair ("UB had » 
pirlure more b«aul 

t •ver," hifi moi 
hJUldn-[ 

P-"* Inim: 
tion last Novembtrr 

"Victory Greatest in Histo­
ry," read tha Johnwrn City 
H a c D r d-f'Mirlar, nf which 
Johnson's mother once was 
editor. The paper, in a lo«'n 
- * h . , « « , u l * ( i n n o ( 7 M . haa a 

[ expert great things 

»\$ a warm letter from 
klla D. Roo.wveh. and 

Irhy is dlHplayMt the Silver 
• k r Medal I.RJ received for 
^Ballantry in Action" a<; a 
^ o r t d War II Naval Com­

mander. 
Mrs. John.son and Mrs. 

Alexanirr. who gave report-
cn; a preview of the house 10 
days ago. called attention to 
(hp moijv booki 1 

"My husband feels an 
enormouH gratitude to the 
people of this county," so he 
wanted to make the meeting 
room avaflable, the First Lady 
explained. 

The dining room, with its 
heavy, claw-footed square 
table and pineapple-pal tern 
centerpiece c roche ted by 
firandmother Baine.i waa the 
main gathering place in the 
01 d house dtuing winter 

ths, Lucia Alexander 



Color photogrophs and o White House 
place settirig ore among displays tn a chino 
closet in the dining room. 

SOCIO! life in the Johnson home included 
doncing to records on the hand-wound Vic-
trolo. 

By UARPt IJ  
•(•r aulf  

JOHNSON CITY. Tex  
old wooden "party line" c__  
telephone hang;; nn the waff 

A etereoptioon Ilea on 
Victorian ni^rbie-ifippM table, 
pnroed With mmas of OM 
Europe. 

A phonograph record— 
Jltle Ole Sod Shanty on the 

Plains"—TMts oa lit* apiiidte 
c4 tht hand-wound Vlrtrnta. 

This is the boyhood home ot 
Lyndon B. John.<ion, frozen like 
a time capsule much as It 
looked 40 to 90 yeara aii» when 
the future Presldetit was 
growing up here. 

Year's Work 
The PreaMent'e wile, Lady 

Bird, and hU "baby aliter, 
Lucia 'Mrs. BIrfie Alexander), 
have t>een working lovingly 
fer a veer end a half to m-
store the home to the way it 

when he spent hw forma-
th-e yeera here, from age five 
to 18. 

The two women have re­
claimed family pieces where 
possibie, filled in with an­
t iques and rpprodiHrtinns 
wtwre necessary. 

D e d i c a t i o n ceremonies 
today wilt efOcially designate 
t h e Vtotorlart-etyle white 
frame house as an historic 
Texas landmark. After that, 
tourists can visit four days a 
week. 

Tourist will find the home 
and Hs surrounding two acres 
on a quiet residenllal street. 

In the front yard there Is a 
covered well. Its old oaken 
bucket still in plaee. A two-
sealer swing f'here we uaed 
to sit many an evening." says 
Lucia), hangs on chains from 
tht cetling on the L-ihaped 
front pon-h. 

The yard is filled with a 
wide variety of Texai plants, 
from the live oak trees and 
wisteria of the Old South to 
the purple aife and mesquite 
nf the west 

Inside, the house Is much 
more than a period piece of 
early furnishings 

AliNig with the Eastlake 
Victorian furniture, (uphol­
stered In red and "rose diwn" 
velvet), rose lustre and Bris­
tol glass lamps, milk glass 
bowU, pier mirrors, lat% 
curtains, hand honked rvtgB^ 
majolica vases, and a huge 
mirrored walnut Victitfian 
hat rack, there also ere pic­
tures, letters and documents. 

l i f e Story 
Visitors can follow (he whole 

story flf LBJ'a llfe-frem 
betiy's first photograph, at $lix 
months, prt^ped In a wicker 

.lory Greatest io Histo­
ry." read the Johnson t^tv 
Record-Courier, of which 
Juhnffnn'.H mother one* was 
editor. The paper, In a town 
with a population of 706. has a 
wc4>kly circulation of 711. 

On display is the young 
Lyndon s fourth grade report 
card from the year 1916-17 
showing him with A's In 
Arithmetic, Literature, Phy­
siology, Reading, Spelling and 
Writing, an A-mlnus In 
Geography - and a C-plus In 
Deportment! 

Spread 0(« on a desk and In 
gless oases arp inti[t)Me 
family letters, stnhe of wftlrh 
tmichingly demonstrate the 
Ktmng bond between Lyndon 
and his mother, whom he 
frequently credits with being a 
very strong influence in nls 
life rshe died in I%6). 

"Thinking of vou, loving 
you, dreaming of a radiant 
future for you." Retiekeh 
Johnson wrote her son artd hU 
bnde on their 19M honeymoon 
in Mexico. 

"My dear Bird • . . b would 
make me very happy to have 
you fer my very own, to have 
you tum to me with love and 
confidence, to let me mother 
you as 1 do my precious boy 
. . . I hope that Lyndon will 
prove tn be as tender, as true, 
as loyal, as loving and as 
faithful a husband as he has 
been a son , . 

lietlers (Av* titi eaglh 
Writing his mother from 

college in 193i!i, the son said 
her lett«irs "always jpve me 
m o r e strength, renewed 
courage and that bulldog 
tenacity so essential to the 
succeas of any mai. 

"There is no force that 
exerts the power over me that 
your letters do," he contmued. 
" I have learned to look for­
ward to them so long and now 
when one is delayed a spell of 
sadness and disappointment is 
cast over me . . . I iuva been 
thinking of ynii nil afternoon 
. . . I hope that years to come 
will place me in a position 
where 1 can i-elieve you ol the 
hardships that it has fallen 
your lot to suffer." 

Writing to congratulate "my 
darling hoy" on his first elec­
tion 10 Cengress in 1937. the 
mother said: "In this aa in 
all the many letters I have 
written you there is the same 
theme: I love you; 1 believe 

you; I expect great things 
"OU." 
lere is a warm letter from 

ftnklia D. Roosevelt, and 
prby is displayed the Silver 

Medal LBJ received for 
RsUantrv in Action" as a 

ttorld War II Naval Com-
mandnr, 

Mrs. Johnson and Mrs 
Alexander, who gave report­
ers a preview of tlie house in 
days ago, called attentinn tn 
the many bti 
around — 
Rebekitfi Jo 
graduate in a day 

scattered 
der tliat 
I college 
'ben few 

women were, had tried 
inieresi her five children In 
good reading. 

Old School BookN 

A r e v o l v i n g bookstand 
contains many old school books 
jumt»lad in wtib works by 
ShstAtpeare. miHtier and 
.leffWTwn. One book, titled 
"CMWreo's Own Story," is 
i n s c r i b e d , "f^vnrioo from 
Mama." 

A copy of a "Blue-backed 
S[»etter" by Noah Webster 
reaimded Mrs. Alexander that 
the President's father, 5;am 
Johnson, liked tn launch 
j-pelling bees for his children 
and their gucsLs, dividing 
them into two groups He ahn 
was prone to start informal 
debates among the young­
sters, throwing them a provoc­
ative question to attack or 
defend. 

Mrs. Johnson , leafing 
through the speller, ob.served 
that "this is why that genera­
tion knew how to spell better 
than this (current) one does." 

In a plare of honnr in the 
living room is a big leather 
bound family Bible, bound 
with ornamental leather and 
beW together with metal 
hinges. 

The book contains the 
fionlespleces from twn earlier 
B i b l e s , with handwritten 
noialloiu of births, deaths and 
marriage* in the Jnhnson and 
Bainee (LBJ's mother s) fam­
ilies. 

Three rooms across the front 
of the <M house^the 'best 
bedroom, where the girls 
slept," tbe hall, and the dining 
r 0 0 m—have been thrown 
toge the r , Mrs. Johnson ex­
plained, 

GrntllHtte 
This was done in order to 

make a room large enough for 
local Johnson City dvlc 
groups to hold meetings In tbe 
house, the said, aa w u fre-
'l<i''ntl.v done in the days of 
Sam and Rebekah Johnson, 
both of whom were active In 
Pivic affairs. 

"My husband feels an 
enormous gratitude to the 
people of this county," so he 
wanted to make the meeting 
room available, ths First Lady 
explained. 

Tbe dining room, with Its 
heavy, claw-footed square 
table and pineapple-pattern 
centerpiece c roche ted by 
Grandmother Baines was the 
main gathering place la the 
01 d house during winter 
m o n t h s , Lucia Alexander 
recalled, 

"We used to call It tbe 
fireplace room. Father had 
loads of friends, and brought 
them home often for dinner." 

Uke his son, the President, 
the father apparently thought 
nothing of bringing home 
several gurats unannounced 

The five Johnaon children 
led a busy social life at home, 
with parties almost every 
week, the youngest sister 
recalled. 

In the winter, the hand-
hooked rug in tbe formal 
"parlor" would be rolled up, 
and the youngsters would 
dance to records on the Vic-
trola. 

The "parlor" Is by far the 
most formal room In the 
bouse, and it is tbe one (hat is 
the most complete period 
place. Pres iden t Johnson 
himself picked Ihe flowered 
wallpaper which be thought 
most closely matched what his 
mother hat} had Tbe furnish­
ings are almost pure Vlctorl-
ana. and most of them actual­
ly once belonged to Rebekah 
Johnson. 

Kint Ifl Town 

In the summer the family 
mtnred its social life from the 
dining room to a big screened 
back porch, " I remember 
when Ihey screeiwd It," a 
neighbor recalled the other 
day. "They were the first ones 
in town with a screened porch, 
and we leoadered why m the 
world they wanted one." 

IneWtaUy, there are ana­
chronisms. In addition to 
many current photographs 
and glass cases ctmtaining 
contemporary materials <num 
as a cabinet ia the dining 
room, complete with menus, 
rnlnr pho4oftrnphs and a White 
Hnuse place setting), there is 
11 gold Presidential seal on 
ihe living room wall. 

The house is air conditioned 
for comfort, and the kitchen 
and bath are modern. Most 
reminiscent of tbe LBJ of 
tnday, the whole bouae is 
wired for hl-fl, FM, AM and 
Muzak And the Inevitable 
white White House phone Is on 
the porch. 

A mirrored walnut hot rock is of fhe same 
vmtogo OS other furnishings in the Vlc-
torion-style house. 

Mrs. Johnson fits ot the desk once used by 
her husband's mother. On display Is o let­
ter the latter wrote to the President ond his 
bride. 



curtains, hand hooked rugT^ 
majolica vases, and a huge 
m irrored walnut Victorian 
hat rack, there also are pic­
tures, letters and documents. 

. , , I hope that years to come 
will place me in a position 
where 1 can relieve you of the 
hardships that it has fallen 
your lot to suffer." 

Writing to congratulate "my 
darling boy" on his tlnH etec-
titm to Cengreea lo in?, the 
mother said: "In this as In 
all the msny letters 1 have 
written you there is the same 
theme: 1 love you; I beheve 

A view of the bock porch of the Johnson City, ond "boby" sister, Mrs Birge Alexorider, Includes 
Tex,, home where the Prestdent spent his forma- many of the fomily pieces actually used thare 
five' years, "i he restorotion by his wif*, Lody Bird, when he wos o boy. ^ 

Gratitude 
This was done in order te 

make a room large enough for 
local Johnson Ctty dvlc 

Sroupd to hold meetings in the 
nusc, she saU, as was fre­

quently done in (be ttays of 
Sam sad Rebekah Johnson, 
both ol whoQ were active In 
•ivic affairs. 

mini piKKOHia\nn aiHi m iwinr 
Hntise place setting), there is 
a goM Presirlential .seal on 
the living room wall. 

The house is air conditioned 
for comfort, and the kitchen 
and bath are modem Most 
reminiscent of tbe LBJ nf 
ttNtay. the wimle hotue is 
wired for hi-fi, FM, AM and 
MuKsk. And the inevitable 
white White Houae phone Is on 
the porch. 

Mrs. Johnson sits ot the desk once used by 
her husbond's nether. On display is o let­
ter the latter wrote to the President and his 
bride. 

Most of the furnishings in the Victorian "porior," winter, the hond-hooked rug would b« rolled up 
the most formal room in the house, once belonged for the young people's donees—Signal Corps and 
to President Johnson's mothgr, Rebekah. In th« AP Photos. 



President Jolinson's younge.il sister, Mrs. Birge Aleiander, i.i 
holding the family Bible which contains the records of family 

nuirriages, births and deaths. 

It's LBJ's Life Story 
group of distaff reporters on 
a tour of the bouse and ihe 
grounds. On band to help 
her tell us the story of the 
house, lis fumlshlnsfl and 
the people who lived in It 
was Lucta Alexander, who 

of lilacs which have sur­
vived the years. 

Friends and neighbors have 
contributed flowers, hushes 
and trees, including two 
hanging baskets filled with 
petunias. 

(he house when the Presi­
dent lived there 

Also In this room Is an 
o l d - fashioned revolving 
tmokraue w i t h old achool 
books. The Works of Jeffer­
son, and volumes of Shake-

Lady B i r d Johnnnn ordar»d thi» architectural fketch f o r the ravrr of the brochure wfticA u given to viaitors 

at the PrmidenCn bovhond home. 

Tht President's mother 
waa • groat eoUeotor snd a 
china cupboard holds pert 
of her collection of early 
Amerlcsn preuetl gissa gob­
lets. In with the well known 
psttems — Wcshrard Ho, 
Powder Horn, Ruby Cathe­
dral—are ths Balnea goblets 
which belonged to her 
grandfather, George Wash­
ington Balnea. 

Another ohlna cupboard 
holds mementos from the 
White House—tht menu for 
a State Dinner, a place set­
ting of Executive Mansion 
chins snd silver. Over the 
doorwsy is tht Presldentisl 
Seal. 

THE WALLS of the front 
Parlor—the room Mrs. John-
ion eald Is "most like the 
way it was"—bear cameo-
styled photographic paint­
ings of Sam Johnson, his 
pretty wife and their baby, 
Lyndon, at 18 months. 

In the corner is a Vtctrola 
similar to the one which 
stood lo the same place when 
the President was growing 
up. Lucia recalled that the 
children wouM roll the rugs 
and dantre Lyndon, she said, 
llktKl to sing, and among his 
favorite songs were, "In the 
Shade of the Old AppU-
Tree," and "Carolina Moon." 

The pink-flowered paper 
on the wall was chosen by 
President .Tohnson from 

btr of their letttrs which 
are displayed. 

Congratulating "My Dar­
ling Boy" on his election tn 
Congress for the first time 
In leST, Mrs. Johnaon wrote: 

"Beyond 'Congratuls-
tions, Congressman,' what 
can 1 sty lo my doer son tn 
this hour of triumphant 
suocessT In this aa In all 
the many letters I have 
written you there Is the 
same theme: I love you; I 
believe in you; 1 expect 
great things of you, 

ON HIS STDK. Lyndon 
inld hii mtither what her 
let t tn meant to him Writ 
ing from Southwest Texss 
State Tesehers College In 
1829. ho said: 

"My dear Mother, The 
end of another busy day 
brought me a letter from 
ynu. Your letters always 
give me more strength, re­
newed courage and that 
bulldog tenacity sn essen­
tial to the succeas of any 
man. TTiere is nn force 
that exerts the power over 
me that your letters do. 

IN another letter to his 
mother, written from the 
TeatJhers College, Lyndon 
wrote: 

" I have been thinking ot 
you all afternoon. As l 
passed through the town on 
my way home to supper. 1 
could see the mothers doing 
ttidr l?hrlslmas shopping. It 
made me wish for my 
mother so much," 

In a more Jubilant mood, 
hr wrote his graiulmotfaer, 
T m not going to be the 
black sheep of tbe family 
after alt," and enclosed a 
newspaper clipping telling 
of his acceptance on the col­
lege debating team. 

IN a letter written to 
Lyndon and his bride In 
1634, Mrs. Johnson wrote: 

"My precious Children: 
Thinking of you, loving 
you, dreaming of a radiant 
future for you. . . . 

"My dear Bird, I earn­
estly hop* that you will 
love me as I do you. I 
hope . . . that Lyndon will 
prove to be as Icruler, as 

true, as loyal, as loving, 
and as faithful a husband 
as he has been a son " 

CONTINUINO the This 
is your life" storj- of Lyndon 
Johnson arc scores of photo­
graphs — many contributed 
by neighbors. They show the 
&montbs-old Lyndon tn a 
wicker chair, in his first 
long trousers, w i t h bis 
.school chums, including one 
of his first sweethearta, Kit-
tie Clyde Leonard, He used 
to take her to the old Opera 
House to watch silent films 
and to tbe WCTU parades 
on Johnson City's main 
street. 

THERE IS a picture of the 
President and a copy of the 
speech he made to his old 
high school 's graduating 
class on May 39, 1964—Just 
40 years after he received 
his lUploma. The class motto 
the year the President grad­
uated was "Give tn the world 
the be9t you have and the 
best will come back to you," 

Mr, Johnson's political ram-

palgns are depicted 
front porch apeeches lo f n 
page headlines. One n 
of pictures of Congressmsn, 
Senator snd President Lon­
don Johnson, includes whst 
Mrs. Johnson calls "My mtnit 
precious picture." I f s a snap­
shot of newly elected US. 
Rep, Johnson, President 
Franklin D. Rttosevelt and 
Texas Gov. Jimmy AUred. 
taken In 1997 and signed by 
FDR 

Captioned "Congrossionsl 
Csreer Began," It Is the pic­
ture Mrs, Johnson said she 
would grab first In ciue of 
fire. 

SINCE the President 
Mrs. Johnson do not want 
"anyone to pay a thing," en- ' i ^ 
trance to the home Is t m , J ^ a r 
.imall brochui£_jyhjch.-Mrs, 1. 
jonnson hglpfaj "write con- { V * 
tains mTormatlon about the t-*^ 
iiamc and abouF t̂he wTy 
years of the President. It is 
given, without chsrgc, to 
each visitor. 

Visiting hours ere 10 s.m. 
until 4 p ro., on Friday, Sat­
urday, Sunday and Monday. 

and i . 
want 
•en-r, . 



WLBTS Life Story 
group of distaff reporters on 
a tour of the house and the 
grounds. On hand lo help 
her tell us the story of the 
bouse, Ita furnishings and 
the people who lived in it 
was Lucia Alexander, who 
lives in Fort Worth but who 
owns a weekend house Just 
a block away from the boy­
hood home-

Mrs. Johnson snd Lucia 
Alexander, who have worked 
over • year on tbe restora­
tion, pressured relatives 
Into giving up furniture and 
bric-s brac originally In the 
house. 

When the original was not 
available, the two women 
c o m b e d the countryside 
until they found similar 
items to fiU In. 

THE HOUSE on a quiet 
residential street, a one-
block detour off Texas High­
way 290, was built tn 1988. 

President and Mrs. John-
. eon acquired the house in 
' 19(0, a few months tiefore he 

became President. 
In the front yard are two 

old artwr vitae trees and a 
covered well with sn osktn 
bucket. 

" I t mty be gUdUig the lily, 
putting wisteria on It," noted 
Mrs. Johnaon, pointing to 
the flowering vine on the 
well, "hut I'm going to lesva 
It." 

The grounds are planted 
with yucca, crepe myrtle, 
oleander, ceniss (purple 
aage). Jasmine, raimou trees 
and other plsnls one could 
have found In Texas In the 
early 1900'i. There la s peach 
tree planted by the Presi­
dent's psrents, and a hedge 

of lilacs which have sur­
vived the years. 

Friends and neighbors have 
contributed flowers, bushes 
and trees. Including two 
hanging baskets filled with 
petunias. 
One basket Is on the front 

porch where Ihere are com­
fortable ponA cJalrs and 
a white wicker two-sealer 
swing hanging on chains 
from the ceiling. Lucia Alex­
ander said she found the 
swing which Is " U much like 
the one we always had as I 
could find." 

IN RESTORING tbe house, 
two partitions were knocked 
uut. throwing the onetime 
best bedroom, the entrance 
hall and dining room to­
gether Into one large room 

This was done, explslneti 
Mrs. Johnson, because the 
house will be available for 
meetings of local and civic 
groups, 

"My husband feels _ 
enormous gratitude to the 
people of this county, so he 
wanted to make It available,' 
.the First Lady said. 
^ Furniture In the part o 
the room w h i c h wss for 
merly tht best bedroom in 
eludes B red velvet sofa of 
Esatlake Victorian s t y l e , 
needlepoint chairs, marble 
top Ubles snd a big Vlcto 
rlsn mirrored walnut hst 
rsck-umbrtlla slsnd contalrt-
Ing hats of the period. In 
eluding a velvet one with 
henna feathers. 

The hook rugs on the floor 
snd the white Brussels lace 
curtains at t be windows 
were made to m a t c h as 
closely as possible those In 

P 

the house when Ihe Presi­
dent lived there. 

Also in this room is an 
o l d • fashioned revolving 
tM>okrase w i t h old ichool 
books. The Works of Jeffer­
son, and volumes of Shake­
speare. On top is tbe "Chil­
dren's Own Storybook" In-
scrilied to Lyndon B. John­
son from Mama, 

There Is also a copy of 
Noah Webster's Blue Book 
Speller. Sam Johnson, said 
the First Lady, "was a great 
one to pick up the Blue Book 
Spelter and ask the children 
lo spell . . . If you look in 
it, you see why that genera­
tion of children knew bow 
to s p e l l better than this 
generation does-" 

In tlUs room is the family 
Bible — actually two family 
Bibles which were combined 
by Lucia because both were 
"In disrepair." 

LYNDON BAINES JOHN­
.SON beads the list of the 
five children bom to Sam 
and Rebekah Johnson, His 
birth date was August 27. 
1908, 

The dining room, called 
tht "Fireplace Room" was 
where the family gathered 
during winter months. Its 
square-top, gste-legged table 
end pineapple - pattern cen-
urplcce. c r o c h e t e d by 
Grandmother Baines, re­
minds the family how "ev­
erybody in the town knew 
Mrs Johnson set e good 
tsble." Her specialties In­
cluded dewberry cobbler, 

' fried chicken, spoon bread 
snd turkey dressing, which 
Utdy Bird Johnson recalls 
as "the best I ever ate." 

stood In the same place when 
the President was growing 
up. Lucia recalled that the 
children would roll the rugs 
and dance, L^yndon, she said, 
liked to sing, and among his 
favorite songs were, "In tbe 
Shade of the Old Appir-
Tree," and "Carolina Moon," 

The pink-flowered paper 
on the wall was chosen by 
President Johnson from 
thre* samples his wife and 
sister selected. Lucta said 
she thought he made "a fine 
choice." 

It goes well with the rosê  
dust velvet covering on the 
small sofa and cbslfs whioh 
belonged to the Pmsident'i 
Mother, tbe hanging lame 
briatol glass and amct^ 
crystals and tbe what-
shelf with Its rose Jar t 
milk glass. 

On the screened porck̂  
are various glass cases filleti' 
with pictures, letters and 
papers. In one are familf 
pictures taken by "a photo* 
grapher named Lady Bird 
Johnson." 

Another case contains tht 
P r e s i d e n t ' s Silver Star 
Modal, awarded for "Gallan* 
try In Action" as a Navy 
commander in World War 
I I . 

DRAMATIZED by the 
restoration is tlie deep 
mutusl affection of Rebekah 
Baines and her oldest son, 
Lyndon, i t shows in a num-
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:• JOHNSON CITY, Tex.. Marcii 
::13 (UPI) — It's official —the 
• boyhood home of President 
; Johnson is a Texas historical 
• landmark. 

Tlie State Historical Surrey 
'Committee yesterday desig-

at«d the one - story white 
k-ooden house off the main 
treet in Johnson City as a part 

Texas's heritage. The com-
oittee said a medallion and 
plaque will he put on the 

The President still owns the 
i>use and keeps his voting 
fsidence in Johnson City, 15 
liles east of his LBJ ranch. 

Mrs. Johnson is supervising the 
(modeling of the house for 

• the day when it can l)e turned 
• into a museum. 
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Johnson House 
Home No More 
JOHNSON CITY, Texas, 

May 2—On the anniversary 
of the day when President 
Johnson was sworn into of­
fice as a Representative for 
the first time, 28 years ago, 
his boyhood liome will be­
come an official Texas his­
torical site. , . 

Xlie house—a white frame, 
typical Texas farmhouse of 
Vittorian style—is the one 
11 which the President spent 

most of his early years. 
He made the first speech 

of his first congressior 
campaign from the sai 
porch where the Texas His 
torical Medallion will be 
presented in a dedication 
ceremony at 10 a.m. on May 
13. 

.\ long-time friend of the 
President, Federal Judj 
Homer Thornbprry of Aus 
tin, will make the dedicatior 
speech. A n o t h e r friend, 
Stella Gliddon of Johnsor 
City, will present the medal­
lion. . > 

Tho medallion is centere 
i with a map of Texas. Aroun-

the map are thefe words 
State H i s t o r i c a.l Surve; 
Committee Official Histo 
cat .Medallion. 

The dedication ceremony 
will also mark the official 
opening of the Presldenti 
boyhood home to the publ 
four days each week fro; 
10 am, until 4 p.m., Frida; 
irough Monday. There wil l 

no admittance fee and 
ach visitor wil l receive 

without charge a Small bro­
chure t e 1 1 i n g about the 
early years of the house. 

Restoration of the house 
!ias been a favorite project 
»f Mrs. Johnson and of the 
'resident's youngest sister, 
Irs. Birge Alexander of 
Fort Worth. Mrs. .\lexan-
ier, the former Lucia 
on, was born in the ho 

John-
louse. 
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From Picture To Seal, 
LBJ Home Now Restored 

JOTNSON CITY. Te.x. (.̂ iPlison s lourth-grade report card, to him. Writing from Southwest 
— The little white frame house'showing aH A's for the month of jlexas Sute Teachers College in 
of tbe Victorian era is full of|March 1917 — except for deport- 1929, he said: 
nostalgic memories which Lyn- ment in which he got C-plus. "Your letters always give me 
don Baines Johnson is now shar-| While deportment plagued more strength, renewed couraĵ e 
ing wift the public. him at age 8, a nearby memor,- and that bulldog tenacity «o w-

From his picture in an "ice case holds his Silver Star Med-jsential to the success of any 
cream parlor chair" at the age al, awarded for "gallantry in'man. Now when one is delayed, 
of 13 months, to the presidential action" on duty as a Navy com a spell of sadness and disap̂  
seal, it tells his story — boy andlmander ta World War TI. pointment is cast over me." 
roan. The "This Is Your Life" per- Addtag to the Jttumoa legend 

"DrMDing of a radiant futurejtrayal Is dear to the'PreSideni ? are scores of phuographs, 
for yod," his mother, Rebeltah ijeart. Just stepping Into the treasured by the fanOy, and 
Bainea Johnson wrote in a letter bouse, with its collection of some contributed by il(Sghbors. 
to her «cn, Lyndon, on his 1984 Eastlake Victorian furniture, |They show Ljudon ta his first 
honeymoon. Bristol glass lamps hanging!long trousers, amid hia school 

"I'm not going to be ttie black from ceiling chains, Brussels i chums, tacluding one of his first 
sheep of the family after all," [ace curtains, and knick-knacks, sweethearts. Kittle Clyde Leon-
said the man who waa to lie 
president of the United States as 
he jubllmtly wrote home of his 

ing team. 
Johnson's 

sets him off on remembrances.'ard. HJ used to take her to tha 
RecentI)", he regaled report-i old Opera Houae cinema to 

ers for more than an hour wlthlwatch silent films, .s 
acceptance on the college debat-ftond. bitt off-the-record -^tP' ). - L-- ' ro: :ical campaigns 

iof his father, Sam Bely John- are depicted fltm frtwit-porch 
family, his wUe,; son, a tall, rugged rancher, taw-|>peBcbes her* to front-page 

Lady BIrt, and perticularty his.yer, real estate trader and six-l)^aa!ines. Ana.'Ss wife has pro-
antique-mlBded younger sister.ltetm Texa* legislator; and his vided kn Intimate "personal 
Lucia Jglappn .Mexander, par-!tultnred mother, Rebekah nte" collection of family color 
ticipated ta tbe labor of love — Baines, a college graduate wholphotoS she took herself, 
a vear and a li»H effort to re-itanght school and gam lessons [,ig leather Bible contains 
store the President's boyhood Ita etocution and piMlc -peak- pages from two old family Bi-
home as ft was when he lived]tag. ti,,^, ^jh hand-written entrie-: <t 
there ta his schooldays fromj in an old-fashioned revolving births and deafts. one dated 
about 1913 to 1926 They gath-1 bookcase of family volumes! igST. It also contains a sign of 
ered all the family furnishings there tre chHdhood ston-books, the times — an illuminated 
they could and bought antiques one inscrlb^ to Lyndon "From'manuscript page with a "tem-
and reproductions to fill in, 'Mama." 'peranbe pledge." 

Today»-the Texas Historical The dining room, with its] Not everything Is BS it was in 
Society ̂ e s the official me- gateleg table and pineapp!ei>at-|ĵ  „,odest family home built in 
dallion on the modest nu-al .tem centerpiece crocheted by i igge. In restoring the place on a 
home of Johnson's boyhood. Grandmother Baines, reminds about two acres sur-
making it an historic landmatt'tht .'lBiiily how "everybodv m b,.- «three-rail fence of 
and opentag it to the public four the t«pn knew Mrs. Johnwn set ^e^jcan juniper, two partitions 
days a week. a good table " Her spedaWe* knocked out, throwing the 

A one-block detour oS Texas included aewberry cobbler,: ̂ ^ j ^ g . . ^ bedroom," flie 
Highway 290 brines the visitor chicken, spoon bread and entrance hall and dminz room 
to the oae-story Johnson home'^™^' a^ssing which Lady logethertoto one large room, 
on a (jiiiet residential street.' " ' ' • • * ' • * • • ' { The one spot that remains 
The house has two ell-shepedi*'̂ ' . "the juit as it used to be part of 
front porches, and ta the front, "''"g drametized by fliejthe house/' is the front parlor, 
yard ar« two old arbor vitae' restoration is the deep mutual I ̂ jth iu bpokad rug and Vlnori-
trees and a covered well with an affection of Rsbeltah Baines and an fumituK in "rosedust" pink 
oaken iMtket. The grounds are her oldest son, Lyndon. It allows j velvet. The President m«d« tha 
planted with f wide variety ofii" » numhfer of their letters final choice of its flowered print 
tvpically Texas flowers and:whlch are displayed, 
shrubs. I Congratulating "My Darltag 

A spokesman for the Johnson Boy" on his election to Congress 
family said no figure could be i for the first time in 1937, Mrs. 
given 6n the cost of the restora-lJohnsoji wrote that the theme of'for sound. Hi-fi, AM and FM 
tion, but that it was paid for by|her many letters to her son had<radio and Mumk are available 
the Johnsons. Jbe house is been; "1 love you; I Iwlleve ta at the flick of a switch. 
t>eing operated by tne Jomsoii yoo; I expect great thtags ofi when the tourists aren't 
Family Fymdatiop. you." there, the house will be availa-

Tbe browsing visitor can look On his side, Lyndon toM his ble for meettags of tocal civic 
over such memorabilia as John- mother what her letters meant'groups. 

wallpaper. 
The house is air-conditioned. 

Its kitchen modem and — in 
typical LBJ style — it is wired 
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oHnson Visits His Boyhood Home 
d Plays the Victrpla for Guests 

By Dm-othy McCardle 
WMi^nttan Po>t Staft Writer 

JOHNSON CITY, Tex., June 
12—President and Mrs. John­
son paid a surprise visit to the 
President's newly restored boy­
hood home here this morning. 

They drove the 14 miles 
from the nearly LBJ Ranch to 
Johnson City and gave a lot 
of tourists the chance to gape 
and clasp the hands of the 
President and First Lady. 

President and Mrs. Johnson 
canie with a party of friends 
from Washington, including 
Secretary of the Interior and 
Mrs. Stewart L. Udall and Mrs. 
Abe Fortaa, wife of the,Wa«h-
ington attorney | i id presiden­
tial *dviser. 

The presidential pifiiy came 
In the back door, and the 

President hustled his guests 
into the front parlor, where 
the Victorian furniture Is up­
holstered in pink velvet. The 
flowered wallpaper, with roses 
as big as cabbages was 
selected by the President him­
self when the house was re­
stored. It came as close aa he 
could remember to the original 
paper In the room. 

The President hurried over 
to an old-fashioned victrola 
and started up a record, " I 
Wish I Were AUadin." He 
listened with a smile. 

The President wore a plaid 
shirt and slacks, Mrs. Johnson 
a white cotton shift dress. 
They spent 45 minutes showing 
their Washington guests 
mementos of the President's 
growing up. He lived In the 
house from 1913 to 1934, the 
year of his marriage. 

Since the house ̂ as restored 
and opened to' t}i« public in 
the middle of Mffy; 300 or 400 
tourists have inspected its 
three rooms and enclosed back 
porch on visiting days. 

There are signs of Mrs. J( 
son's nation-wide beautification 
program all around the outside 
of the house. Shrubs and 
flowers are freshly planted. A 
winding flagstone walk is in 
the process of being laid. 
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LBJ Greets Tourists \ 
In His Boyhood Home 

By Ward Just 
Waslilnston Post Staff Writer 

JOHNSON CITY, Tex., 
Sept. 6-^There was no mati­
nee today at the Jaycee The­
ater on Nugent Avenue, 
where ".\ Boy Ten Feet 
Tall" is the feature attrac­
tion. 

There was no Labor Day 
parade either, and about the 
onjr activity in this steamy 
ce|Pbal Texas town was tour­
ist cars coming and going 
in front of Lsmdon B, John­
son's boyhood home. 

Down the street from the 
boyhood home, Minnie Cox 
attended the Lyndon B. 
Johnson souvenir stand, an­
swered questions, and rang 
up sales on LBJ plates, 
hats, coffee cups, postcards, 
photographs, pennants, and 
"LBJ Land Rocks," 

The rocks, Mrs. Cox said, 
were mo\ ing especially well. 
They sell for 25 cents each 
and are indigenous to the 
446-acre LBJ spread. She 
said that one man had spe­
cial permission from the 
President to dig them up 
and sell them. 

Valenti Interprets 
Visitors to Johnson City 

saw a good deal of the Presi­
dent Sunday. In mid-after­
noon, accompanied by his 
house guests. United Artists 
Chairman Arthur Krim and 
Mrs, Krim and White Houae 
-AsiBStant Jack Valenti, Mr. 
Johnson toured the boyhood . 
home (Valenti left his signa­
ture in the register) stop­
ping and chatting along the 
way. 

One couple to whom he ! 
spoke was Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest Salviati of Venice, 
Italy, who now live in ' 
Flushing, N.Y. The Salviatis ! 
spoke Italian, and Valenti 
interpreted, 

Mr. Johnson then calletf on 
A, W. (Judge) Moursund, his 
old friend who is now trustee 
of the LBJ business inteimts 
in Texas, Judge Moursajad 
has law and real estate of 
fices next door to the Friend-

Sew Park Cheerless 

A major point of interest 
to the 850 citizens of Johnson i 
City is the new Johnson 
City Park across the streW 
from the souvenir stand do­
nated to the town by Life 
Magazine, and f o'r m a 11 y 
acknowledged by Lady liird 
Johnson in ceremonies a 
week ago at which the Presi­
dent spoke. The park is 
about the size of a Softball 
diamond. It is a cheerless, 
grassless, dusty, treeless plot 
which has been used as a 
parking lot. It was u n ^ -
stood that Life boi 
property f r^m a bank.' 

The tempo of Johnson City 
doesn't change much, wlM|h-
er the President is in refei 
dence or not. Shops are shut­
tered, and the loudest sound 
in the Friendly is the click 
of domino chips. 
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BJ's Boy|i 00(1 Home 

Is ^ational Landmark 
.AUSTIN, Tex . .May 16 (LTD—The National iHstorical 

.\dvisory Board has designated the Johnson City boy­
hood home of President Johnson as a national historical 
landmark, U.S. Rep. J. J. Pickle said today. 

Pickle was informed by Secretary of Interior Stewart 
UdaU that the board felt the Johnson City ho^ie ' lia> 
exceptional value in illu.strating the history of th* United 
States" 

The Board also said it felt tlie one story fra*e house 
"symbolizes the President's early development charac­
terized by quick attainment of respoflslbiUty." 

.Mr. Johnson lived in the (buse from 1914, when he was 
- X, to 1924. His first political rally was held there in 
1937 when he was elected to his Congressional o f f i c e ^ 

The home has alread.v been declared a state historical 
landmark. 



•John: 

Per latest dope form Jerry Rogers of Texas Tech on Johnson 

Byyhood Home: 

deeded 

"The Lyndon B. Johnson boyhood home was/SHSSS to Blanco County 

last spring. I t is now adminsitrated by the Lyndon Johnson 

Boyhood Home Foundation for Blanco County." 

" . . . the person responsible for the place is Mrs, (not 

Miss) Jesse Hunter." 

Hope this doesn't screw ""̂ 2^^ 
things up -

Just got this revised 
word from Jerry. 

Bill Brown , , 

\ji\Jt /^j^'in^ A^JtoZ. <in<^vJLytSt^ ct^^A,^ 

AJWX^UU. i ^ ^ ^ '̂ ^̂ ^̂  



S i l l Brown March 10, 1966 

Littleton 

Johnson's Boyhood Hone 

Thank you for the info on the Johnson Boyhood Hone. I 
am preparing a statenent fron the sttidy you nade last 
year and this latest dope w i l l be very helpful. 

I t i s an odd thing but no one has described the bone« 
and without the photogra{^ you have provided, I would be 
at a loss. There was a feature a r t i c l e in the Washington 
Post cm the hone that i t was made a Texas Landmark, and 
while the ar t i c l e told about SOOM of the rooms in the house, 
i t did not say how large the house was, how many rooms i t had 
and whether i t was in L shape or T shape or one-stocy or 
two-story. And the sane thing i s true of the folder put 
out by the Boyhood Home Foundation. A l l this folder t e l l s 
i s about the l i f e of the President in Texas. 

Your study says the home was built in 1898 * the Texas 
Lancteark marker says i t was 1886, and I am using the 1886 
date for fear of loads of correspondence i f sane statement 
i s made that does not agree with the Texas plaque. From 
the photographs you provided, I gather that the home i s 
more or less T shaped, thou^ ncme of the photographs I 
have seen give a back view. However, the shape of the 
hous« i s not too important. 

A l l of Utley's outfit i s to be moved to a Service Center 
building Just eu:ross Key Bridge in Rosslyn. Technically, 
we are a l l there now, but the move has been delayed for 

Thanks again. 

John O. Littleton 



MAY 131966 
: 

I m pleMe4 te Imfecm yea that the L 
described U the emeleaere, has he« 
velee la t mmmovatia^ er lllustratlag 
States. 

hiat«ry ef the Oaltei 

Xhle site has been eveleated by the Advisory Boerd em •! Ferks, 
Historle Sites, Bwildli^s, aad MMMmte thieegh stmdies prepared by 
the Satlemal Smrv̂ r ef Histerie Sites aai Beildt^, p e r — t e the 
Historic Sites Aet ef i f t t 21, 1935. X hewe ippie^ti the iii »mmm 
datiea ef tke Board* 

As explained ia tko enclosed folder, the site ia eligible te receive 
a eertifleate aad a breass ple^ae daaicaatiag i t a Begistered National 
Historic Landmark. Ihe Oirecter ef the Hatieoal Park Serviee will 
notify the owner aad pcevlda hia witii the propfsr ^yplicatiaa fooM. 

historical impertanee of ̂ i a site ia yowr State, 
the owner for the care aad pveaervatitm ef this 

Xa reeegaising 
we wleh te 
property. 

Sinesrely years, 

(Sgd) Stewart U UM 

§mft txj ef the Interior 

0. 
Oaited States Seaate 

I, B. C. 

cc: 
Regional D i r e c t o r , SW 
Mr. L i t t l e t o n 



Mr. ncklet 

I sm pleased to iafom you that the Î r̂zifloa B* Q̂bxwxn 
Wtimp iaeerlhed in the enclosure^ has been found to 
MHiflloael value in coHaaaoaratiag er illustrating the history 
of the United States. 

Bkis site has bean evaluated by the Aftrisooy Boerd <» Bhtional 
Parks; Historic Sites, Buildings, end Monuneots through studies 
prepared by the Matlonal Survey of Historic Sites sad Buildings, 
pursuant to the Hiatoric Sites Act of August 21, 1933* X hove 

the raeoMMBdation of the Board. 

As explained in the enclosed folder, the site is eligible ta 
receive a osrtificate and a broaaa flaque designating i t a 
Btglatmd iBtional Historic Xandwork. liie Director 
BBtional Park Service v i l l notify the 
vith the proper application 

In recognising the historical lapertmce of this site in your 
Congresaitsial District, ve vish to cocsiead the ovaer for the 
eaia aad praaanration of this property. 

Sincerely yours. 

Hon. J. J. (Jake) Pickle 
of Repraaeatatlves 

1, D. C. 

cc: 
Regional Director, SW 
Mr. Littleton 



/ 

WW 131966 
Dear Senator Yarborough 

X aa pleased to inform you that ths Î jrndon B. J<duiSQn Bqyhood Hoaw, 
described in the eiaclosure, baa been found to possess exceptional 
value in eoHMaaratiag or illustratiag the histcory of the United 
States. 

This site haa beea evaluated by the Advisory Board <m Hatloaal 
Purka, Riatoric Sitea, Bulldlnga, aad Monuaenta through atudiea 
prepared hy the Batiooal Survey of HLatoric Sitea sad Buildings, 
pursuant to the BLatorlc Sitea Aet of Auguat 21, 1933 • I have 
approved tha recaaaandation of the Board. 

Aa explained in the encloaed folder, the aite ia eligible to 
receive a certificate aad a bronse plaque designating i t a 
Registered Hatloaal Historic Laadnark. Tbe Director of the 
National Park Service will notify the ovasr and provide hia 
with the proper application forma. 

In recognising the hiatorical inportanee of till a aite in your 
State, ve viah to ocBaaead tha owner for the care and preaerva-
tlon of this property. 

Sincerely yours, 

jsgd) Stewart U \M 
Secretary of the Interior 

Ron. Bal^ V. Yaẑ >orough 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures 

cc: Regional Director, SW 
Mr, Littleton 



MAn3l966 
Dear Mr. Pool: 

I aa pleased to Infozn you that tiie Lyndon B. Johnson Boyhood 
Home, deacribed in the encloaure, haa been found to poaaess 
exceptional value in coaawiaurating or illuatrating the hiatory 
of the United Statea. 

This site has been evalvtated by the Advisory Boerd on 
National PEurks, Historic Sites, Buildings, and Monumenta 
tbirough studies prepared by the National Survey of Historic 
Sites sad Buildings, pursuant to the Historic Sites Act of 
August 21, 1933* I have approved the rccannendation of ths 
Board. 

As explained in the enclosed folder, the site is eligible to 
receive a certificate and a plaque designating It a Registered 
National Historic Landaark. The Director of the Nati(»ial Park 
Service v i l l notify the owner and provide him vith the proper 
appllcatlcm forma. 

In recognising the hiatorical iiqiortanee of thia aite, I viah 
to cooBeiu! the owner for the care and preaervation of thia 
property. 

Sincerely youra. 

Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Joe Pool 
Houae of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Regional Director, SW 
Mr. Littleton 



Rote for fil e s : May 17, I966 

LYUnON B. JOHWSQW BOYHOOD HOME. TEXAS 

Mr. Binnevles of Mr. Melvln's office called this morning to request 
a copy of the Secretary's letter ('vd.th enclosures) to Representative 
Pickle, notifying him of the selection of the Lyudon B. Johnson 
Boyhood Home for Landmark eligibility. Mr. Binnevles explained that 
the copy had been requested by the White House. 

I personally carried the copy to Mr. Melvln's office. 

I mentioned this request to Mr. Utley because I felt that, perhaps, 
ve should not send out -the letter ve had prepared informing the 
President of the site's selection. Mr. Utley felt ve shovild̂ emd 
the letter went out about noon. 

John Walker 



H3l̂ -RH 

: 

ta ladbra you thai the l^nOati B. Johptoot Bogrhood 
i'or 

PARKS 

aâ ttagj the Advisory fated tha Bogrhoad lass 
illustrating the history 

f t e l i t be declared eXigUOa 

13 m 

of a atructure 
le 

The iielectloa of the 
slgnii-lcaot iiistoric aiftaa 

l a a ffapaHaiii 
of the BatioaA 

of lU 
el l iz^i l l ty w U l 
. ?>hortl/ 

vill provide toe I^-nec^i h. 
for the 

c c : 
Secretary's Reading f i l e 
DCCO 
HPS comeback copy 
PW (2) 

cc: 
RH - Mr. Littleton 

JWWalker:JOIittleton :gb ,5-17-66, 

Regional Director, Southvest V^xTc ^ J j f l ^ ^<^>u-:t^^ 



U N I T E D S T A T E S 

D E P A R T M E N T of thfe I N T E R I O R 
• • • • * • • • • • • • • • * • * * • * • n e w 8 re lease 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kelly - 343-4214 

For Release to PM's, MAY 23, 1966 

PRESIDINT'S BCYHOCD HCSiffi, 14 OTHER SITES RECCMMEMJED AS HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udall has announced that 15 sites, 

including President Johnson's boyhood home in Johnson City, Texas, have been 

declared eligible for designation as Registei'ed National Historic Landmarks. Ihe 

Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments recom­

mended the sites at i t s meeting recently helq i n Washington, D. C, and Harpers 

Ferry, West Virginia. 

rhe Lyndon B. Johnson Boj^ood Home, a on^-story farm house built in 1886, 

was bo\ight by Samuel and Rebekah Johnson when the future President was six years 

old. He lived there xmtil he completed his Secondary education. 

Typical of the farm houses b u i l t in the Southwest i n the late 19th century, 

i t has been recognized as a Texas State Landinrk, I t is owned and administered 

by the Johnson City Foundation as an historic house-museum. 

Also included in the new l i s t of National Historic Landmark sites are three 
locations associated with the Lewis and Clark Expedition—Weippe Prairie, Clear­
water Comty, Idaho; Great Falls Portage, near Great Falls, Montana; and CaBip 
Disappointment, Glacier Coimty, Montana. 

These sites and structures, which become 
marks upon application by their owners, brin§; to 688 the number declared eligible 
for -bhe Registry since "the program was begun by the National Park Service in 1960. 
Sites recognized \mder "the program are not aqministered by the National Park 
Ser-vlce. However, upon application, the owners are presented with a certificate 
and bronze plaque. 

Registered National Historic Land-



other areas and structures declared e^-iglble for historic landmark status 
are: 

—Toolesboro Mound Group, adjacent to iToolesboro, Louisa County, Iowa; 

—Puye Ruins, near Santa Clara Pueblo,' northwestern Santa Fe County, 
New Mexico; 

—The Conference (Billopp) House, Hylan Boulevard, Tottenville, Staten 
Island, New York; 

—The De Windt House, Livingston Avenue and Oak Street, Tappen, Rockland 
County, New York; 

—Historic Track, Goshen, New York; 

—John Philip Sousa Home, Sands Point, Port Washington, Nassau County, 
Nev York; 

—Reed Gold Mine Site, near Concord, Cabarrus County, North Carolina; 

—William H. McGuffey Boyhood Home Site, near Youngstown, Mahoning County, 
Ohio; 

—Terence V. Powderly Home, Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania; 

—Beale Street Historic District, Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee; and 

—Oregon Trail Ruts, near Guernsey, Platte County, Wyoming. 

X X X 

(Attached are brief descriptions of the 15 sites and structures recommended 
for the Registry of National Historic Landmarks. Photographs of these are 
NOT available either from the National Park Service or the Department of the 
Interior.) 

P.N. 79563-66 



1. Levis and Clark; Weippe Pradrie, Clearwater County, Idaho. In 
September 1805, at V/eippe Prairie, the western terminus of the Lolo 
T r a i l , Lewis and Clark f i r s t encountered the Nez Perce' Indians. 
During the short time they spent with the Nez Percd*, Lewis and 
Clark established friendly relations that remained unbroken for 
70 years. The Prairie, a beautiful upliand plain Just west of the 
Bitterroot Mountains, l i e s t o the south; of the town of Weippe. 

2. Toolesboro Mound Group, adjacent to: Toolesboro, Louisa County, 
Iowa. Located just north of Toolesboro, the Toolesboro Mound Group 
is the most important and best preserved Hopewell s i t e i n Iowa. As 
such, i t well represents the northwestwaj'd spread of Hopewell culture 
from the I l l i n o i s River Valley, i t s point of origin. The site i s 
owned by the State Historical Society of Iowa. 

3- Lewis and Clark; Camp Disappointment, Glacier Coimty, Montana. 
Camp Disappointment, the northernmost point reached by the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition, v/as established by Lewis and several of his 
men, July 23, l8o6, on the return t r i p from the Pacific. The purpose 
of t h i s side t r i p was to explore an Indian t r a i l , to determine i f the 
Marias River extended north of the U9th peirallel, and to determine i f 
there were an easy portage between the headwaters of the Marias suad 
the Saskatchewan River i n Canada. 

On July 26, when Lewis and his compemions were retxirning on the back 
t r a i l to Join the expedition they encoimtered eight imfriendly 
Blackfoot Indians. In the fracas two Indiems were k i l l e d and Lewis 
narrowly escaped being shot. 

The s i t e of Camp Disappointment i s located about 12 miles northeast 
of Bro'-ming, on the south side of Cut Bank Creek i n the Blackfeet 
Reservation. I t i s undeveloped. 

k. Levis and Claj-k: Great Falls Portage, near Great Falls, Montana. 
On June 13, 1805, Meriwether Lewis and a small party, who were 
traveling on foot, reached the Great FeuLls of the Missouri, thus 
becoming the f i r s t white men to -view the Falls. The l8-mlle portage 
necessitated by the f a l l s took 31 days to complete and was one of the 
greatest ordeals endured by the expedition on i t s way to the Pacific. 
The portage route l i e s t o the south and east of the c i t y of Great Falls. 

5. Puye Riiins, near Santa Clara Pueblo i n northwestern Santa Fe Coimty, 
New Mexico. A large pueblo, measuring about 275 by 300 feet; several 
kivas; and himdreds of cavates (rooms cijit into rock) extending over a 
mile i n length are among the more outstanding archeological remains 
found at Puye'Ruins. One of the larges-fe prehistoric Indian settlements 
i n the area, Puye was probably occupied[from the late 1200's u n t i l the 
middle 1500's. I t i s located on the reservation of the Santa Clara 
Indians who claim the site as their ancestral home. 



6. The Conference (Billopp) House, Hylan Boulevard, Tottenville, 
Staten Island, New York"On September 11, 1776, a l i t t l e more than 
two months after issuance of-the Declaration of Independence, th i s 
house was the scene of a dramatic confrontation between Admiral Lord 
Richard Howe, commander-in-chief of the B r i t i s h f l e e t , and a committee 
of the Continental Congress, composed of!Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, 
and Edward Rutledge. I t was a grim time]for the nev; nation; the 
B r i t i s h had Just captured Long Island an^ were threatening Manhattan. 
Howe, who had requested the conference, offered peace and amnesty 
to the Americans provided that they dissolve their armies and congresses 
and withdraw the Declaration of Independesnce. But the committee stood 
fir m and t o l d Howe that the United Statesi would adhere to the Declaration. 

The Conference House, an imposing two-story manor house, was b u i l t 
about 1680 by Christopher Billopp. I t i s now owned by the City of 
New York and administered by the Confereijce House Association. ,The 
house i s open to the public. 

7. The De Windt House, Livingston Avenuej and Oak Street, Tappan 
Rockland County, New York. The De Windt House sheltered George 
Washington on four occasions during the American Revolution. Most 
notably, Washington occupied the house between September 28 and 
October 7> 1780, during the t r i a l and execution of the B r i t i s h spy, 
Major John Andre. The house, erected i n I7OO, i s a fine example of 
Dutch architecture along the Hudson River. The building i s maintained 
by the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Maspns of the State of New York, 
as a memorial to V/ashington. 

8. Historic Track, at Goshen, New York 
t r o t t e r and harness racing are Americem i 
of the 19th century, harness racing bee 
t h i s acti-vlty centered i n Goshen, which 
the greatest sire of t r o t t e r s . Historic 
associated with harness racing for over a 

ame 
WliS 

The development of the 
1 or i g i n . In the l a s t quarter 
a national sport. Much of 
also the home of Hambletonian, 

prack, s t i l l active, has been 
century. 

9. John Philip Sousa Home, i k Hicks Lane> Sands Point, Port Washington, 
Nassau County, New YorlTi John Philip Sousa, the "March King," lived 
i n t h i s house for several summers before ne bought i t i n 1915• From 
then u n t i l his death i n 1932, i t was his home. 

The house remains much the same as i t was 
I t i s privately owned, and i s being restoij-ed 

when Sousa lived there, 
by the owner. 



10. Reed Gold Mine Site, near Concordj Cabarrus County, North Carolina. 
The discovery of gold at the Reed Gold Mine i n 1799 touched o f f the 
f i r s t gold rush i n the United States. Prior to 1829 a l l of the gold 
mined i n the United States and coined at the Philadelphia Mint was 
taken from the North Carolina mines. 

Eclipsed later by the great Western gold discoveries and largely 
depleted after i860, the Appalachian gold f i e l d s were significant i n 
creating and awakening interest i n t h i s new industry for the Nation, 
and i n prepeiring American miners for the great developments of mining 
i n the Far West. 

Tne mine site i s unspoiled by modern deivelopments. 
owned and i s not open to the public. 

I t i s privately 

11. V/illiam H. McGuffey Boyhood Home Site, near YoungstO'wn, Mahoning 
County, Ohio. William H. McGuffey, educator and author of the famous 
Eclectic Readers for elementary schools;, spent his boyhood years on 
this farm. Although no structures dating from McGuffey's youth remain, 
and the farm has been subdivided, the site i s considered to be symbolic 
of the forces and influences which shaped his l i f e . 

12. Terence V. Powderly Home, 6lh Main Avenue, Scranton, Lackawanna 
Coimty, Pennsylvania. Terence V. Powderly exerted a powerful influence 
on the American labor movement during the last quarter of the 19th 
century. As the Grand Master Workman of -the Knights of Labor between 
1879 and-1893> he led the Nation's largest labor organization. With 
the support of his union, he long advocated arbitation, as opposed 
to strikes, as a principal bargaining t b o l for labor. 

Powderly lived for memy years i n his 
the same today as when he occupied i t . 

13. Beale Street Historic D i s t r i c t (Mâ Ln to Fourth Street), Memphis, 

Sc ranton home, which i s almost 
I t i s privately ovmed. 

Shelby County, Tennessee. Beale Street 
rowdy environment that gave b i r t h to this 
of the Negro to American culture. W. C 
made Peewee's Saloon on Beale Street h i 
career, and i t was here that he wrote s 
"St. Lovds Blues," and "Beale Street Bl 

pro^vided the vibrant, often 
blues, a unique contribution 
Handy, "Father of the Blues," 

3 headquarters early i n his 
ich songs as "Memphis Blues," 
ues. 

From Main to Fourth Street, which was the l i v e l y entertainment heart 
of Beale Street, many structures such ap Peewee's Saloon suT'vive. 
Ihe area i s s t i l l an entertainment center. 



14. Lyndon B. Johnson Boyhood Home. Johnson City. Blanco County, Texas, 
This one-story farm house, painted whitesymbolizes the early growth 
and development, marked by industry and early assumption of responsi­
b i l i t y , of President Johnaon. This aite,;administered by the Johnson 
City Foundation, commemorates the early l i f e and profound Influence of 
his parents on the President's later destiny. I t is open to the public. 

15. Oregon T r a i l Ruts, near Guernsey, Platte County. Wyoming. The 
Oregon T r a i l Ruts are located on the south side of the North Platte 
River about one-half mile south of the town of Guernsey. Here on an 
eroded sandstone ridge the grinding action of emigrant vehicles re­
sulted In a roadbed from two to six feet deep, leaving traces of this 
famous t r a i l that are unsurpassed i n their c l a r i t y and i n t e g r i t y . The 
si t e is owned by the State of Wyoming. 



May 23, 1966 

NOTE TO M{. BOATNBR 

THRCMGH MR. UTLEY 

Here i s a corrected copy of the press release. The 
f i r s t page was retyped. Retyped page enclosed. 
The last page of the statements accompanying the 
press release was also retyped. 

Here i s a copy of our revised statement. 

John O. Littleton, NPS 



D^PAITE.iSiT O? TIIL? rOTiiiUOR 
M T i m / j j Pi\RK ssRvice 

WilSlIISOTOK, D. C. 

Tte Nctioncl SiU'vay o5 Historic Sites nnd ButldluEs 

Lyndon B. Johngon Boyhood Bbnio, Ter.as 

Built i n 1888, this sjuall one-stoiy tvhlta fransa hoii«3 vaa bought 

m 1S14 by Sam Ealy Joljnson, J r . , Ts::a* Icgl f i la tor , and his wife , 

3ebel:cb Baicos Johnson. I t was hero tbat Pi'Obirtcnt Lyncion Bclnos 

Johnson epeat his boyhood years, and i t î as hero in 19S7 timt ha 

made his f i r s t spasch I n his f i r s t cumpaisn f o r nBtioaal o f f i c e . 

Tl!o futui-3 President waa six years old when his pcrsnts moved into 

the house, ajad he livod there u n t i l 1924, whon be completed his 

secondary education at age f i f t e e n . Tho boma thus symbolises i l ls 

early devolopaont, which ivas narlied by industry aad quick assunp-

t ion of responsibili ty. 

Tlia houaa i s structm-olly sound and i» well maintained. Recently 

ivjstored and furntslied with Johnson faa i ly furniture and ncKova-

b l l i a , tha house i s or.TTod end administered by the Johnson City 

youndation as a historic house nusQua. I t i s located i n Johnson 

City, Blanco County, Toras. 

J7Ay:5-23-S6 
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UNITED STATES GOVr-RNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO : Mr. Stagner 

Through: Mr, 

FROM : L i t t l e t o n 

1 ^ 
Û *fey 

DATE: June 3, 1966 

SUBJECT: Notices to Landmark Owners 

A l l of the owners of Landmark sites^selected at the last Advisory 
Board raeeting.have been n o t i f i e d and provided with application 
forms, except the Lyndon B. Johnson Boyhood Home i n Texas. I 
understemd that Mr, Boatner promised to get the name and address 
of the person we should n o t i f y f o r the Johnson Boyhood Home s i t e . 

This delay has caused a ri p p l e i n the flow chart. 

V/ISO.9 
(I%reh 1960) 

UMITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHIN'̂ iTON OFFICE 

FOLLOW-UP SLIP 
Date 

6/3/66 

To: 
Littlet o n 

Talked with Charlie Boatner. He says send application f o r LBJ 
Boyhood Home to Hon. A.W. Moursund, Johnson City, Texas, and 
ask him to convey i t to the proper o f f i c i a l of the Johnson 
City Foundation. 

Utley 

(Signature) 
Not to be filed 

ti»i 



JUN 8 -1956 

JV. W. Moursund 

John»e« City , Texas 

axe no dout»t atwure, the Lyadott 
has recently be« i declared e l ig ible ifee K««lstrat iea as a |/7, O 
Nati.on<a Hi^toxu L n r k . / 

The keglstry NatiMial Historic Landmarks i s a 
register of nationally sifnilficaiit hit$torie SMd archeological 

« sites ef the Uhlted S«s««s. I ts purpnse is to identify and 
recognixe tfanee s i tes ant to encourage their owners to preservi 

1 th«s . Sl igible Lantensk sitne are cbos^ throujjh studies pre-
f ]wred by the Nstiooal Purvey oi iUstoric Sites end Bnildings) 

evaluated by the A.tvisory Beard en Natianal Fsrfcs, Hi.-«tori( 
Sites , •uildings, and NMMeMnts; and A{^coved hy the secretary § 

« e ef the interier in neeacdance with the Histoxic Sites Act oi 
^ M Augnet 21, X93S. 

/ s As eiq>l«a.ned in tbe enclnsnd feldes, reco«p»ition and regi»tratx< 
is afforded by certif icate^ and bronse plaques provided free te 

^ ^ the gwners ee adninistrators ef Landaark sites upeni their afp l i" 
cati-on and a#Mnnent to a<Sftere tn sinple pre;4u-vat ion pjractice«. 
•egistratioti oi an el igible « l t e U voluntd>ry on the part of the 

H 3 

;»ince you are i a » i l i a r witb the devei^pcient and operation of the 

8 Lyndon a, .fohn-̂ on îoynood Hoan as a histnelc mmmmm ••—••», 
o would very mac^ afqsreciate i t i i you would see tha.t this letter 

reaches the proper o f f i c i a l ef the .Mmsen City Foundation. 

« ^ Three c ^ i e s ojf the af^licat^on fnra for use in requesting the 
^ Landaark cert i f icate and plaque are enclnsnd. I f the Potmdation 
2 : wishes to receive the cert i f icate and plaque, tbe fera should be 

The third nay be retained for the Vnnndation*». records. 

i.ij-xii DO h.H>f̂ y to n.-.ve the i-;.'naon 3. Jonn on ioyhoo.: 
included in the Registry. 

Sincerely yours, 
HOWARD R, STAGNER 

Ajssistant i>A r ec t or 



-W?; in 
June 14, 1966 

(Date) 

Mr. George B, Hartzog, J r , 
Directo r 
National Park Service 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C, 20240 

Dear Mr. Hartzog: 

As the (owner, owners) of 

UN 2 3 1966 

Lyndon B. Johnson Boyhood Home, Texas 

located i n Johnson City 

(Name o f s i t e ) 

Blanco Texas 

(C i t y ) (County) (State) 

( I , we) hereby make formal a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a c e r t i f i c a t e (x) and a 
bronze plaque, 17" x 18" ( x ) , designating t h i s h i s t o r i c p r o p e r t y 
as a Registered National H i s t o r i c Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired.) 

1. F u l l y conscious o f the high r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the Nation t h a t 
goes w i t h the ownership and care o f a property c l a s s i f i e d as having 
exceptional value and worthy of Registered N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Landmark 
s t a t u s , (I,we) agree t o preserve, so f a r as p r a c t i c a b l e and t o the 
best o f (my,our) a b i l i t y , the h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y o f t h i s important 
p a r t o f the n a t i o n a l c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e , 

2, Toward t h i s end, (I,we) agree t o continue t o use the property 
only f o r purposes consistent w i t h i t s h i s t o r i c a l character, 

3. (I,we) agree t o permit an annual v i s i t t o the pro p e r t y by 
a rep r e s e n t a t i v e o f the Nati o n a l Park Service, as a basis f o r con­
t i n u i n g Landmark s t a t u s , 

4, I f , f o r any reason, the three c o n d i t i o n s mentioned above cannot 
continue t o be met, i t i s agreed t h a t the Registered N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c 
Landmark status s h a l l cease and t h a t u n t i l such s t a t u s i s r e s t o r e d 
by the Secretary o f the I n t e r i o r , n e i t h e r the Registered N a t i o n a l 
H i s t o r i c Landmark c e r t i f i c a t e nor the plaque w i l l be displayed. 

rrwfTw 

BECEIAED 

s i n c e r e l y yours. 

The Johnson City Foundation 

Trustee 
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3 » , 1̂  

Mr. N. C . Wiatnrs 
r, M • il 11 c i t y l U l t — 

y, Q, mm I M 
Attstin, 

we nnm plnnsnd tn vnnnivn the reiindatinn's anaientien for 
the cert i f icate and plaque dnsi-gnsting the Lyndon a. JOhnso 

in Jabssen City, T«cas» a togistered i«ational 
• i s t n r l c Uui*M4du We n i l l procnnd I m m a t e l y with ftm 

itimm nf tlw e » t l f l e a t n and plaqne. 

lies f«» the pj ieeitat ien a£ thn cnrt l f icatns and pln^pme 
IV tlw nnnnrs «r Isndnaik sltnst iMMsefvnr, thn 

Mntinnal l*ark Snrvicn i s always pleased tn ass ist the ewaars 
pnesihie, GMMMrnlljr, an Mff i c ia l e^ the mterier 

iawite aapMMi 1M wiekne tn participatn in th^act iwit ins .* 

pnn wish the snrvicn*s hnlp in 
for thn presen tat ien, wa shall bn glad tn nnniet ynn* 

try «r MntinMuT Historic 

JOHN M. CORBEH 

ASSISTANT 

c c : 
l ep ieMl Director, SW w/c applicatioi 

NOTB TO RECICMi} This Office w i l l handle the 11 i i i i i j i i i l ii for 
the presentation cersMny, including ordering 
the plaq« 

/ He. Littletop 

JHWalkertng 6-28-1966 



28, 1966 

let Assistant tn the Secretary and Oirnctor nf 
Infematinn Charles K. anntner 

Frent Ckinf, Oivisinn eif Histnry Studies 

subject I Af^licatien tox the certificate snd Plaqcw ^ 
Desifpuiting the Lyndsn B. Johnson Boyhood Hone ( 
in ililwen city, Texas, a Registered Natienal 
Histerie 

•fer. M. C Wintnrs, Trustnn nf the Jobneen City Foundat lea 
hne snbsittnd the epplicatien ferns requesting tbe 
certificate and plnqne for the l^ndon 3. 

is n dsnft nf our profiosnd r ^ l y . If i t neets 
vitb ynui' approval, please return i t to ne, and wn will 
get tbe letter out right away. 

We have already begun preparatiM ef the certificate Md 
have p l a c ^ a special rush order for nanufactnre of thn 
plaque. Tbe certificate should be ready within tbe 
next two wneks, but the plaque will nnt be ready before 
tbn latter part of July. 

/_S/ ROBERT tt. 

—ttA t N. Utley 

cc: 

Mr. Littleton 

JWWalker:mg 



U N I T E D S T A T E S 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I O R 

N A T I O N A L PARK S E R V I C E 

BRANCH OF H I S T O R Y 

Files of 

THE NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES 

AND BUILDINGS 

NAME OP SITE: LYNDON B. JOHNSON BOYHOOD HOffi, TEDCAS 

DATE: 

Transferred from Survey F i l e t o Park His tory Studies 
upon Landmark becoming an Authorized Area by 

Public Law # 91-13^ dated December 2, I969 

RE 



January 4, 1965 
H34-RH 

Memorandum 

To: Director 

Froa: Chief, Division of History Studies 

Subject: Meeting with Dr. Wsyne Grover 

At the request of Dr. Wsyne Grover, Archivist of the United States, 
I went over to the National Archives today to confer about the 
prsservstioa of Presidsnt Johnson's boyhood hone st Johnson City, 
Texas. Dr. Grover had recently, at Mrs. Johnson^s request, installed 
some exhibits in this hoiise and wanted to know how i t might be pre­
served, SB a imit of the National Park System or otherwise. 
Apparently the house now receives only part-time care, even though 
o«med by the Johnsons. 

I said that quite apart from significance (which i t surely possesses) 
and fe s s ib i l i ty - su i t sb i l i ty (which i t may or may not possess), I 
would hsvs grave rsssrvatlons about the propriety of memorializing 
sn incunbsnt President at taxpayer's aicpanaa before he had finished 
making his mark on history. I said 1 thought this iEq>ropriety, plus 
the po l i t i ca l inexpediency, would probably occur to the President, 
too, i f the proposal were broached to him. I recalled for Dr. Grover 
the furore that FDR aroused by giving tis Hyde Park while he s t i l l 
occupied the White House. I said, though, that we would surely make 
investigations i f o f f i c i a l l y requested. 

The other alternatives, unless the Johnsons could see their way clear 
to maintaining the property themselves, appear to be to revive the 
somewhat smribisid Blanco County Historical Society and entrust them 
with the house's care until such time as conditions favor a more 
professional consideration of i t s long-term future, or to give i t 
to the Texas State Board, or to sound out the National Trust on i t s 
interest in administering i t . Dr. Grover seemed to think that the 
f i r s t was the best solution. 



Dr. Grover's go-between with Mrs. Johnson has been a lady who 
cares for the faaily pspers. He i s under no obligation to come 
up with a solution or even to suggest poss ib i l i t i es , althou^ he 
seems to have aade some kind of i l l -defined coonitcient to the lady 
archivist to look into the poss ib i l i t i es . He thought the best 
thing for him to do, since I could provide him vith no clear-cut 
printed policy statement that f i t ted this particular case, was to 
make no suggestions involving the National Park Service. I agreed. 

Robert M. Utley 

CC I 

I Mr'. Utley 

RMUtleyrmlw 



May 23, 1966 

NOTE FOR FILES: 

Lyndon B, Johnson Boyhood Home 

Mr, Utley called today to t e l l me that Mr, Boatner stated 

that the Lyndon B, Johnson Home at Johnson City, Texas,was 

owned and administered by the Johnson City Foundation, and 

that a l l of our records should be corrected immediately, 

Mr, Utley said that Mr, Boatner got t h i s information from 

the President's attorney. 

t l e t o n 



May 23, 1966 

NOTE FOR FILES: 

Lyndon B, Johnson Boyhood Home 

At Mr, Utley's request, I called Mrs, Jesse Hunter today 

at the Home, Mrs. Hunter said that i t was her understanding 

that Blanco County owned the Boyhood Home, She said i t was 

dedicated May I f , 1965, On further questioning, however, 

she was not sure that i t had been deeded to the County. She 

said i t was administered by the Johnson City Foundation, She 

asked not to be quoted on the ownership, but referred me to 

the President's personal secretary, Juanita Roberts; 

Miss Dorothy T e r r i t o , Archivist for the President/ and 

Miss Elizabeth Carpenter. 

l i i t t l e t o n 



5/23/66 

Mr, John L i t t l e t o n : 

The Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Boyhood Home is ovmed and ad­
ministered hy the JOHNSON CITY 
FOUNDATION. 

•ST-" 



PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON'S 

B O Y H O O D H O M E 

JOHNSON CITY, TEXAS 

Hours: 

10-4 Friday, Saturday 
and Monday 

12-4 Sunday 



T H E E A R L Y Y E A R S OF A 
P R E S I D E N T 

Today the Johnson City area is thoroughly Westem. But in the 
boyhood of Lyndon Johnson f>eople used to say, Here the South ends 
and the West begins. Johnson City itself was an amalgam of the two 
regions. Most of its residents were Southern in descent and proud 
of it but they also wore boots and Stetsons and they spoke the accent 
and many of the attitudes of the ranch country. 

LitUe Johnson City (population: about 400) was also in-between 
in its standard of living. A few families were really well-to-do; a 
few, really poor. Most were like Samuel Ealy Johnson and his wife, 
Rebekah Baines, supporting their five children in reasonable com­
fort but with many financial ups-and-downs and rarely free of money 
worries. 

For 12 years tall, rugged Sam Johnson served in the Texas Legis­
lature. He established a reputation as a man who fought hard for 
the interests of ordinary people and he became particularly known 
for his opjxwition to any form of intolerance. But the Legislature 
paid only $5 a day for two months a year. To support his family 
he farmed, and traded in real estate. 

Sam Johnson had an enormous liking for people, and he was 
always bringing home some friends he had run into on Main Street. 
Rebekah Johnson, gracious and graceful, was a woman of unusual 
cultivation (her grandfather had been president of Baylor Univer­
sity). She too helped f i l l the house, with neighborhood youngsters 
whom she trained in declamation so skillfully that they boasted she 
was the best debate coach in Texas. 

The Johnsons were a devoted family and Lyndon Baines Johnson 
knew a happy growing up. There was school of course, and after 
school, there were baseball and basketball, kick-the-can, and hide-
and-seek in and out of the bams. During high school years came 
the bull sessions at O. Y. Fawcett's drug store and the dates— 
on Friday nights, at one of the girls' houses, where the dominoes 
were played to the tinkle of lemonade, and on Saturday nights, at 
the bam-like movie house, where Harold Withers sat playing the 
same record over and over again while Norma Shearer and Tom 
Mix filled the silent screen with love and gun play and woe and 
wonders. 

Whatever happened in Johnson City, Lyndon Johnson was there, 
taking p>art with f u l l zest. He was endlessly curious, endlessly mis­
chievous—and endlessly on the move. I n high school, he was presi­
dent of his class and the most fiery debater the school had known in 
many a season. To increase the family income, he worked on his 
father's farm, picked cotton for other farmers at 75^ per one hundred 
pounds, ran errands, worked in a grocery store for 50^ a day, shined 
shoes, and labored as a printer's devil. One fine summer's day he 
set up a shoe shine stand in front of Roy Scofield's barber shop— 
partly to make the 5^ a shine, people noted, and partly to leam 
from the conversation of the older men. 

"What did we think of him?" one Johnson City resident remem­
bers. "We knew he was going somewhere—he sure was—but Heavens 
knows where." 



In 1924, at 15, Lyndon Johnson graduated from high school and 
he too was anything but clear where he was going. His parents, 
especially his Mother, urged him to enter college but the boy had 
enough of schoolrooms. A friend had gone to Califomia and was 
writing back as if the streets of the West Coast were paved with gold. 
Lyndon Johnson and four other boys, with $25 apiece in their 
pKxkets, took off in a battered Model T. Yoimg Johnson ran an 
elevator in San Bemardino, clerked in several cities, washed dishes 
and picked fruit up and down the Coast. Finding little gold, 
thoroughly homesick, he hitch-hiked back to Johnson City. 

Sam Johnson now had a position in the State Highway Depart­
ment and he foimd a job for his restless boy. For a year and a half 
Lyndon Johnson worked with pick and shovel building Route 290 
which runs through Johnson City. In summer, the sun blistered 
down. In winter, the cold was sometimes so harsh he could barely 
grip the steering wheel of the dump truck. 

On a Saturday night in 1927, Lyndon Johnson came home com­
pletely exhausted and depressed. He was ready to go back to the 
books. He tumed to his Mother, asked if she would help get him 
into a college. The delighted Mrs. Johnson picked up the telephone 
and called a friend at Southwest "Texas State Teacher's College in 
San Marcos, 30- miles to the southeast. Monday morning, the son 
was at a local bank, arranging a $75 loan to begin his college career. 

From here on the path was straight and swift: The years of college; 
school teaching in two Texas cities; serving as secretary to Repre­
sentative Richard Kleberg in Washington; marriage to the winsome 
"Lady Bird" Taylor; Texas Director of the National Youth Adminis­
tration under President Franklin D. Roosevelt; and, just ten years 
after Lyndon Johnson entered San Marcos, in 1937, election to the 
United States House of Representatives, the beginning of the elective 
career that was to lead in unbroken line to the White House. 

And here, in his youthful years, the essential traits of the 36th 
President of the United States had clearly emerged. One schoolmate 
of his college days has remarked: "There was no doubt at all about 
it—Lyndon was some kind of a phenomenon." A phenomenon he 
was—of cascading energies; of an ambition that made everyone 
around him try harder (a former pupil puts it, "He was not only 
ambitious—he shared ambitiousness"); of an instinctive, overflowing 
liking for jieople of all types and a ready sympathy for anyone in 
trouble; of a hard-driving devouon to what his parents had dinned 
into him as public service, whether trying to improve his college 
paper, chuming up the town of Cotulla to get a better break for 
his Mexican-American students, or carrying on a warm, highly 
personal kind of p)oliticking which assumed that the essence of 
democracy is to open more opportunities. 

Most of all, the early manhood of Lyndon Johnson showed the 
imprint of the Johnson City area, with its way of life so remarkably 
free of regional and class feelings. At the age of 21, editorializing 
for his college newspajjer, Lyndon Johnson wrote words that could 
come straight out of his White House efforts to serve as President 
of all the American {jeople. 

The colleges were doing a "great work," Editor Johnson declared, 
because they were helping to create not urban or rural, not rich 
or poor citizens, not "Northemers, Southemers, Eastemers, or West-
emers." Their great work was in "creating Americans." 
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T H I S WAS THE H O M E OF SAM AND REBEKAH JOHNSON 

FROM 1914 U N T I L 1937 

BOYHOOD H0ME,36TH IJ. S. P RE S IDtN T. 

LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON. 
BUILT 1886. BOUGHT 1914 BY SAM EALY 
J O H N S O N , JR., TEXAS LEGISLATOR, 
AND HIS WIFE REBEKAH B A I N E S . 
DAUGHTER OF LATE SECRETARY OF 
STATE IN TEXAS. ON 2 ELL PORCHES 
MRS.JOHNSON GREW ROSES. ON EAST 
PORCH, 1937, YOUNG LY N DO N, PR OT EG E 
OF PRESIDENT FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT 
AND A FORMER CONGRESSIONAL AIDE, 
MADE FIRST SPEECH IN FIRST C A M ­
PAIGN FOR N A T I O N A L OF FICE, FOR 
CONGRESS.10TH DISTRICT OF TEXAS. 
QECOftDEO TEXAS H I S T O R I C I A N D w A 8 K - 19 6 S 

Dedicated May 13, 1965 



June 27, 1966 

NOTE FOR THE FILES 

Lyn<lon B. Johnson Boyhood Hone, Texas 

As instructed by Chief, Division of History Studies, we 
have placed a rush order with Lamb Seal and Stencil Company 
Inc., for manufacture of the Landmark plaque for the above 
site . Mr. Herbert, local representative of the Compeiny, 
has promised to deliver the plaque by July 18. 

By memorandum of this date (copy in this f i l e ) , Mr. Utley 
has informed Assistant to the Secretary and Director of 
Information Boatner that the plaque would be ready in 
late July. 

W. Walker 



Early Johnson Home 
Eligible as Landmark 
By th. Aiwdaitcd PTCM 

President Johnson's bo\4iood 
home in Johnson City, Tex., 
may become a registered 
national historic landmark. 

Secretary of ttie Interior 
Stewart L. UdaU announced 
today that the one-story farm 
house has been declared eligible 
for designation as a historic 
landmark. To become one. 
Udall said, Blanco County, Tex., 
owner of the home, must apply 
for such designation. 

Sites recognized under this 
program are registered by the 
National Park Service but are 

not administered by it. Upon 
application the service presents 
the owner a certificate and 
bronze plaque. 

Recognition of the Johnson 
boyhood home was recom­
mended by the Advisory Board 
oa National Parks. Tite home, 
buflt in 1886, was bought by 
Samuel and Rebekah Johnson 
when Lyndon Johnson was 6 
years old. He lived there until 
he completed his secondary 
education. 

The property, regarded as 
typical of the farm houses built 
in the Soifthwest in the late 19th 
century, already is recognized 
as a Texas state landmark. It is 
administered by the Lyndon B. 
Johnson Boyhood Home Founda­
tion as an historic house-mu­
seum. 

1 



Public Law 91-134 
91st Congress, S. 2000 

December 2, 1969 

9y 9\y 
83 STAT. 274 

To establish tlie Lyiidou B. Joliu.soii National Ili.storic Site. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Home of Representatives of the 
United- States of America in Congress assembled, That, in order to Ij/ndon B. 
preserve in public ownership hisiorically si<rnificant properties Johnson National 
nssociated willi the life of Lyndon U. Jolinsoii, the Secretary of the Historic Site, 
Interior is authorized to acquire, by donation or by purchase with 3!̂ ''*̂ ' 
donated funds, such lands and interests in lands, together with tlie "tablishnent. 
buildings and improvements thereon, at or in the vicinity of Johnson 
City, 'le.xas, as are depicted ou the drawing entitled "Lyndon B. 
Johnson National Historic Site Boundary Map"', numbered NHS-
LBJ-20,000 and dated September 19G9, together with such, lands as 
from time to time may be donated for addition to the site and such 
lands as he shall deem iiecessiiry to provide adequate public parking 
for visitors at a suitable location. The drawing shall be on file and 
available for public inspection in the offices of the National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior. AVlien acquired such site sliall 
be known as the Lyndon B. Jolmson National Historic Site. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary shall administer the Lyndon B. Johnson Na- Administration, 
tional Historic Site in accordance with the Act approved August 25, 
1910 (39 Stat. 535; 10 U.S.C. 1 ct seq.), as amended and supplemented, 
and the Act approval August 21, 19.35 (49 Stat. 000; 10 U.S.C. 401 
et seq.), as amended. 

SEC. 3. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated not moro Appropriation, 
than $180,000 to provide for the development of the Lyndon B. John­
son National Historic Site. 

Approved December 2, 1969. 

LEGISUTIVE HISTORY; 

HOUSE REPORT No. 91-636 (Conm. on I n t e r i o r 4 I n s u l a r A f f a i r s L 
SENATE REPORT No. 91-364 (Comm. on I n t e r i o r 4 I n s u l a r A f f a i r s ) . 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, V o l . 115 ( l 9 6 9 ) j 

Aug, 13! Considered and passed Senate. 
Nov. 17! Considered and passed House, amended. 
Nov, 19: Senate concurred i n Hoi'"!e amendment. 

GPO 37. 1 39 



• Vi 

» :• 
Dear General. Scliult^,: 

This w i l l con ' i rm tliat the Secretary hag designated 
George B. Ha.rtzog, J r . , Director of the National Park 
Service, to serve as his l iaison v/itl i yon in matters 
regarding appropriate recognition of fo rmer Presidents. 

For your convenience, M r . Plartaog may he reached on 
Code 183, extension 4621, Please feel f ree to deal 
direct ly with M r . Harticog. I have aslced h i m to keep 
mo fu l ly informed regarding his activities v/ith yon in 
order that I might keep Secretary Hickel up-to-dato at 
n i l t imes. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd) Tliornas P. He..-' 

Thomas P. Holley 
Assistant to the Secretary 

General K.obort L . Schultz 
Special Assistant to tlie President. . ^ 

fo r Liaison v i t h Former Presidents 
Execu.tive Office of the President 
The White House 
V/ashington, D. C. 20500 

cc: George B. Hartzog, Jr . 

chron, 
personal 
Rewritten. Dave Parker : i c l 
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c c : 
l i r . :l:rt::'i;7. U 
Kr. B U I - U) 
>lr. Flya:i - fij* 
>lr. Hr-rrtsou - TZh 

/J^-. C o r ^ l y - II 

iilrectsx 



DEL'AEŜ EÎ P OF THE IKTEBIOR 
EATIOHAL PAPJC 3ERVICE 

WASHITCGTOH. J). C. 

•Ihe Katioaal Survey of Historic Sices and Euildiags 

Lyndon B» Johnaon Boyhood ngr.e, Texas 

Bui l t i n 1886J th is sjciall oue-storj'- v l i i te frame houoe was the 

hcxic of r-resident Lyndon Baiuea Johnson f ron eljout 191̂ ^ \.Tntil 

192h. I t eOLso served l a te r , i n 19371 as the scene of his f i r s t 

p o l i t i c a l r a l l y , 

SaKiK-l and R<S:ekch Johnson coved ia to the house vhen the future 

President vas six years o ld , and i t vas his hor.e u n t i l he coarploted 

his «ecoafiffiry education at age si:-rtecn. The home thus syiribolises 

his early developnent, vhich vas niarhed by industry and quick 

assunption of responsibil i ty. 

The houee i s s tructural ly soujid and i s vel3. maintained. Recently 

restiired and furnished v i t h Johnscsa f a : j i l y furni ture and neiEora-

b i l l a , tJiC house i s o v n ^ by Blonco Gotmtiy and administered by 

the j^jftidoa Bi Johnson Doyhoed Hone Fouodatioa as a hln 

house lEueeuia. I t i s located i n Johnson City, Blanco County, Texas. 

J'.W:5-J>-66 



KiiTIOH/1, PfJlA SSHVICS 

iT/SHisaroic, Q. C. 

Tl.e National Survey of Blstorlo 6ito« nnd Dulldlnjs 

Lynton BJolingon Boyhoocl Kona, Tersis 

B u i l t i n 1G8S, t l i iB raall ono-stoi-y white frores bouve vae oought 

I n 1914 Ijy Sam Suly Jo'uniioa, Js-., Texaa l e g l s l n t o r , and h i s w i r e , 

nebelirJi Baino* Jolmson. I t was hare that Presldont Lyndon Bainos 

Johnson spant hie 'coyhood years, anrl t t wad hero i n 1937 that he 

mado hiu f l r e t spaach i n h i s f i r s t cumpnisn 5or nat ional o i f i c e . 

Tha futui '3 Prssideat vaa s ix yGa:-»> old v/hon h is parents Koved Into 

tha housa, ond ha l i v e d there u n t i l 192-1, vlion bo completed his 

socondfli-y education at ege f i f t a a n . The hcraa thus syiaboliass h i s 

early dQvolo;atent, which vas n a r l » d by Industry oad q u i d : assump­

t i o n of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

Tha house l a s t ruct iu-al ly sound and i s w e l l naintained. Sscently 

rostorad end fnrulsl ied v i t h Johnson fami ly f u r n i t u r e and ncaiora-

b l l i a , t l io fcousa i s oniiad and .idmlnistQi'ad by tbe Jobnsou C i ty 

roundntion as a h i s t o r i c house nuseurc. I t i s located I n Johnson 

C i t y , Blanco County, Tojias. 
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON'S BOYHOOD HOME 

The house where M r . Johnson spent most of his g r o w i n g -

up y e a r s - - f r o m 1913, when he was 5 years o ld , u n t i l he m a r r i e d 

i n 1934--s i t s on a site about one block square, shaded by L i v e 

Oaks, i n Johnson Gi ty , Texas. 

I t was c a r e f u l l y res to red i n 1964 to the manner i n which i t 

appeared when M r . Johnson l i v e d there . His mo the r ' s V i c t o r i a n 

f u r n i t u r e and pressed glass, old f a m i l y p ic tu res and such m e m ­

o r a b i l i a as a "Blue Back Spel ler" recreate a scene f a m i l i a r i n 

many sma l l homes of that t i m e r 

M r . Johnson's s i s ter accumulated many of the f a m i l y ' s 

fu rn i sh ings f r o m var ious r e l a t ives . She acqui red the remain ing 

pieces of the pe r iod f r o m antique shops. 

The house was opened to the public i n May 1965, Since 

then, a staff of one and sometimes two ladies employed by the 

Johnson Ci ty Foundation have been assisted by many w i l l i n g and 

generous volunteer hostesses f r o m the l i t t l e communi ty . 

I n a special area set up on the back po rch , many exhibi ts 

r e f l e c t Lyndon Johnson's f o r m a t i v e years , such as his 4th grade 

repor t card , and a l e t t e r he wro te to his mother when he was i n 

college. Some exhibi ts speak of his years of publ ic se rv ice . 

These include a l e t t e r his mother wro te to h i m when he won 

his f i r s t seat i n the Congress i n 1937, copies of l e t t e r s to h i m 
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f r o m fou r P res iden t s , mementoes and photographs of the 

1965 Inaugura t ion , and a place set t ing of the china serv ice 

selected f o r use i n the White House by the Pres ident and 

M r s . Johnson. 

The house was redone w i t h care to ma in ta in the i n t e g r i t y 

of the home at the t i m e the Johnson f a m i l y l i v e d t h e r e . One 

change, however , a l ters the house's i n t e r i o r appearance. 

The par t i t ions between the h a l l , d in ing r o o m and one bedroom 

were removed to provide a l a r g e r space. Th is was done to 

enable the house to be used f o r communi ty gatherings by 

such groups as the Communi ty Garden C l u b , 4 - H Club , and 

the Blanco H i s t o r i c a l Socie ty . 

° The Johnson C i t y Foundat ion proposes to make a g i f t 

to the F e d e r a l Government of the l and , b u i l d i n g s , and 

fu rn i sh ings on th is h i s t o r i c s i t e , so that Pres iden t Johnson's 

boyhood home may be added to the l i s t of other homes of 

Anherican Presidents mainta ined f o r the A m e r i c a n people. 
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You may be in teres ted i n these fac t s : 

The house and grounds are owned and have been m a i n ­

tained by the Johnson C i ty Foundation. 

Since the house was opened i n 1965- - fo r a few hours 

each day, f o u r days a week - - app rox ima te ly 275,000 persons 

have v i s i t ed i t . The year 1968 saw 77, 584 v i s i t o r s , f r o m a l l 

50 states and f r o m 91 f o r e i g n countr ies . 

No charge was made to v i s i t o r s - f r o m the t ime i t opened 

u n t i l A p r i l 3, 1969, when the hours were extended and an 

admiss ion fee of 35^ was asked f o r adults . C h i l d r e n under 

twelve are admit ted f r e e . F r o m A p r i l 3 r d t h r u A p r i l 30th, 

admiss ion fees have to ta led $1095, 80. 

Al so since A p r i l 3 r d , books w r i t t e n by Pres ident 

Johnson--such as "No Retreat F r o m T o m o r r o w , " , " M y Hope 

f o r A m e r i c a " , "The Choices We Face"- -and his mo the r ' s 

" F a m i l y A l b u m " have been o f f e r e d f o r sale. Book sales f o r 

t 

A p r i l totaled $825, 05, The proceeds f r o m admiss ion and 

books are used to m a i n t a i n the house and grounds. 

These f i g u r e s suggest that maintenance of the house and 

grounds can be se l f - sus ta in ing . 
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