
F o r m 1 0 - 3 0 0 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( D e c . 1 9 6 8 ) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

Galves ton 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

t^y/li-¥^-l^7Wr^^/,f 
| 1 . NAME 

E l Mina S h r i n e Temple 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

-^Ashton V i l l a , The J . M. Brown House  
|2. LOCATION 

44. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2328 Broadway 
— — C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galves ton 
S T A T E 

T e x a s  
|3. CLASSIFICATION" 

C O D E 

"?2~ 
C O U N T Y : 

Galves ton 
C O D E 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 05 

S i t . • S t ruc ture Q 

O b j e c t • 

Public • 

P r i v a t e 

Both • 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

In P rocess 

Be ing Cons idered 

O c c u p i e d 3C1 

Unoccup ied 

P r e s e r v a t i o n work 
in p r o g r e s t I I 

Yes: 

R e s t r i c t e d 

U n r e s t r i c t e d • 

N o : • 

P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A g r i c u I t u r o 1 Governme nt • Park • 

C o m m e r e i o l • I ndus t r i a l P r i va te Res idence • 

E d u c a t i o n a l • M i l i t a r y • Re l i g i ous • 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t • Museum • Sc ien t i f i c • 

Transportation Q Comments 

Other (Speci(y) • 

S h r i n e Temple 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R S N A M E : 

E l Mina S h r i n e Temple 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2328 Broadway 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galves ton 
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E 

-tn— 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Galves ton Countv Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Avenue H 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Galves ton 
S T A T E 

Texas 
TPPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 7 ^Jy^lAJL--' 

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

The Galves ton A r c h i t e c t u r e I n v e n t o r y 
DATE OF SURVEY: 2 ^ 9 g g _ ] _ g g 7 Federa l [ J j State • Coun ty • L o c o l • 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g Survey , L i b r a r y of Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington D i s t r i c t o f Columbi-a-QQ 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t Q Good • 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Q Unexposed j I 

I N T E G R I T Y 
. ( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved • O r i g i n o l S i te X ] 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I I k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The b u i l d i n g i s a t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k w i t h a s l i g h t l y 
p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l p o r t i c o . An added polygonal wing 
p r o j e c t s from the east side. The r o o f i s very f l a t 
and has deep p r o j e c t i n g eaves supported by large 
p a i r e d m o d i l l i o n brackets. The o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e ' 
was a large t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k block, separated a t the 
rear by a wooden breezeway from a two-story s t r u c t u r e 
on the a l l e y . At some date i n the 1890's a larg e wing 
was added on the east. Later a d d i t i o n s have since 
been made a t the re a r . The load bearing b r i c k w a l l s 
have p i l a s t e r s a t a l l angles. Upper openings are 
arcuated; other trabeated. 

^. , 1 . . . . . . . ^ . ^ ^.t.^ 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD fcheck One or Afore as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 f h C e n t u r y • 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y ^ 

2 0 t h C e n t u r y • 

SPECIFIC DATElS) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecft One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l Educo t i on • P o l i t i c a l • Urban P l a n n i n g • 
Prehi s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • R e l i g i o n / P h i  Other (Specify) • 
H i s t o r i c I r idust ry • l osophy 

Agr i cu I ture • I n v e n t i o n Sc ience • 

• •• 
Art • L a n d s c a p e Scu 1 pture • 
Commerce • Arc f i i tec ture S o c i a l / H u m a n 

Commun ica t i ons • L i t e r a t u r e • i t a r i a n • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • T h e a t e r • • 

M u s i c • T r o n s p o r t a t i o n • 

U 

a: 

Z 

\n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dales, Events, Etc.) 

Ashton V i l l a , the Colonel J. M. Brown House, was 
b u i l t i n 1858. Brown, born i n New York C i t y i n 1821, 
had been a canal-boat worker on the E r i e Canal, and a 
master b r i c k l a y e r before a r r i v i n g i n Galveston i n 
1842 or 1843. I n Galveston, Brown was engaged i n 
the hardware business and a t t a i n e d great wealth. 
During the C i v i l War, the prominent Galvestonian was 
also p r e s i d e n t o f the Galveston, Houston and Henderson 
Railway and Purchasing Agent i n Mexico f o r the Confederate 
States. Later he was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the formation o f 
the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank o f Galveston and was i t s p r e s i 
dent f o r some years. 

The Brown House was the headquarters f o r the Con
federate Army and l a t e r the Union Army a f t e r the b a t t l e 
of Galveston Bay. I n 1967 the Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 
Survey Committee designated i t a h i s t o r i c landmark. 

loci \ v^^^ Y-^ 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Alexander, D. B. Texas Homes of the 19th Century. Austin: 
Univers i ty of Texas Press , 1966. 

Bracken, Dorothy K. and Maurine W. Redway. E a r l y Texas Homes. 
Da l la s : Southern Methodist Univers i ty Press , 1956. 

Brown, John H. Indian Wars and Pioneers of Texas. Austin: no 
publisher given, 1896. 

H i s t o r i c American Bui lding Survey, Measured Drawings (Federal 
and Local) Survey Number 33D-3 (1967) 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 
0 
R 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S i f f A W o N E A C R E • ^ ' • •' 

C O R N E R L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s D e g r e e s " M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

NW 

NE 

O 1 m 

O i N 

o t « 

O . — , w 
29° 18' 0 ' 94° 47 • ,32 " 

SE O , It O 1 m 

SW o • • O ^1 m 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

NAME AND Tl TLE: 

Wayne B e l l , Project Director (GH, JF, DC, JM) 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
D A T E 

8-18-69-
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 West 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIPICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significa/ce of this nominatic 

Na t ionay^C SMte • 

Name 

Title State L ia i son O f f i c e r  

Pate September 30. 1969 

S T A T E 

Texas 
C O D E 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

'AAA 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historir^JR^eservation 

OCT 2 8 ]%q 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of Th^National Regist/^ 

Date OCT 2 8 1969 
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WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
EH appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample • request • appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due; 
Action: ACCEPT . ^ - Z . ^ ' 6 f 

RETURN 
R EJ EOT 

Federal Agency: 

n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerthlp 

Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruint 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



















^ 1 
'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| t . NAME 

Texas 

Galveston 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

El Mina Shrine Temple 
7 ^ ^ , 

AND/OR H.sTOR.c. Ashton V i l l a , the J . M. Brown Hovise 
2- LOCATION i ni;, 1 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

2328 B r o a d w a y NATION/^' y 
3 

D£ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

G a l v e s t o n 

1 - S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

«/) T e x a s 4 2 G a l v e s t o n 167 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

— 
S O U R C E : 

U. S . D e p a r t m e n t o f Army C o r p s o f E n g i n e e r s 

UJ SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

LLl DATE: Tq=S4 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

o BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS g ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R s f e r e n c e # 2 9 9 4 - 2 3 1 
1. Property broundaries where requ i red. _ _ _ 

Galveston Quadrangle 2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference 





! 5 1966 

Ashton V i l l a at 2328 BroncJway was b u i l t i n 1859 by J. M. Brown, a Galveston 

hardware merchant who later became the president of the Galveston, Houston and 

Henderson Railroad, I t ia important enough i n Texas history fo r i t s plans to be 

preserved i n the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C, 
i 

The three-storied bricjlc house is one of the few Mediterranian v i l l a type 

^structures on the Gulf coastjand the materials used throughout the home were collected 

by the Brcwn family from a l l over Europe. The iron cornstalk fence that surrcands 

i t i s an unusual i n design and came from England as did the galleries and the iron 

pediments and s i l l s at the windoss. The in te r io r walnut woodwork and gold leaf 

.mirrors were carved i n France. 

• 'I 
There are 15 rooms i n the house with a two-story structure to the rear 

of the building that was used as ai kitchen, storeroom and the slaves eating quarters. 

The slave Si quarters h-ve been t o m dcwn. 

The house served as the headquarters f o r both Union and Confederate forces, 

the Confederates having captured Galveston from the Federals during the Battle cf 

Galveston retaining possession of the c i ty u n t i l i t was formally surrendered af ter 

the War Between the States, 

The Shriners purchasfid the home i n 1928 from the Brown family and have. 
used i t continiously since that time as their meeting p '̂ace. 

Sources: 

Brindley, Anne., Historic Galveston Homes (Galveston Histor ical Society, 195l)» 

Darst, Elisabeth and Zwiener, Douglas., "A Guide to Historic Galveston" (DRZ and 
IFD Enterprises, 1966). 

Barnestone, Howard,, Ihf i Galveston That Was (The Macmillan Comparv, New York, 1965). 

•i 
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Galveston Romantic 

CHAPTER II covers the era roughly from 
1858 to 1870. In most parts of the United 

States it was an era of anonymous arciiitccturc. 
The individual architect had not yet come into 
his own. There were no architectural schools in 
America. The American Institute of Architects 
was still a small professional organization in the 
East. In the research for this chapter, the name of 
an architect does appear from time to time. But 
in Galveston, builders worked from handbooks 
and from catalogs of cast-iron fronts in the 
Romantic themes common to architecture in the 
United States and England in this period. 

The result is a potpourri of the styles and 
types that were sandwiched in time between the 
Greek Revival and the work of a single man, 
Nicholas J. Clayton, who was to take over in 
the early seventies as the architect of Galveston. 

The Civil War interrupted the growth of the 
city. Nothing was built from 1861 to 1866. 

Galveston was blockaded during the greater part 
of tlic War. It was captured by the federals in 
October 1862, and was retaken by the Confederates 
in January 1863. From the beginning to the end of 
tiie great contest, communication was severed, traf
fic encumbered, industrial avocations interrupted, 
property confiscated, "the 'flower of the populace 
impressed for service," hearthstones desolated, and 
havoc made of life and happiness. 

When capitulation was made on May 26, 1865, 
there was a general sigh of relief, and those who had 
returned soon set resolutely at work to repair the 
damages, and to resume the occupations they had 
formerly followed; so that on August 30 Flake's 
Bulletin, then, and for some time thereafter, a lead
ing organ, said: "We cannot help observing how 
rapidly business is increasing at Galveston. The 
wharves are already crowded by steamers and other 
craft laden with merchandise. Old stores are being 
fitted up; dwellings converted into shops. All our 
merchants seem busy. Galveston is rapidly regaining 
her former commercial position." ' 

The /. Ai. BroiDii Home, 2^28 Broadivay, 18$8 

James Brown of Galveston could not have 
dreamed when he built his red brick Italian villa 
in 1858-1859 that it would ultimately become 
the home of the Galveston Shriners. The Brown 
House was the first of the great palaces of Gal
veston. It was the first house to use the new cast 
iron, soon to be the hallmark of the Galveston 
palace, and it was the first house to depart from 
the deeply entrenched Greek Revival, which 
remained the vemacular architecture of the 
island. John Maass, in his The Gingerbread Age, 

gives us an eloquent and exact description of 
this type of house: 

The Italianate villa was in vogue until the eve of 
the Civil War and this brief period has left us beau
tiful and distinctive buildings. None of the cliches 
about dark, gloomy, fussy Victorian mansions can 
possibly be applied to these high, wide and handsome 
homes. . . . Their ground plans are open and in
formal, featuring bav windows and sliding doors; 
the ourward aspect is an interesting free arrange
ment of blocks and wings; the roofs have wide 
overhangs; the first floor rooms open on to terraces 

[ 55 ] 
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and loggias for outdf)or living. .Ml these amenities 
anticipate the same features in prcscnt-day houses 
by over a century.^ 

When completed, the Brown House was the 
first brick house constructed in Texas and the 
finest home in Galveston. It is one of the very 
few Italian villa houses in the South; the style, 
so loved in New Haven, Portsmouth and Phila
delphia, was never really popular in the South. 
Immediately before, during and after the Civil 
War, when the Italian villas were spreading 
Mediterranean charms over much of the North
eastern seaboard. Southerners were usually too 
impoverished to indulge in such fashionable 
proof of having made the Grand Tour. 

Brown was a successful hardware merchant 
who made a fortune in Galveston and was out to 
prove it. The brick, wood and plaster for the 
construction was brought to Galveston by 
schooner from Philadelphia, the original home 
of both .Mr. and Mrs. Brown. 

The main entrance extends the entire length 
of the building. On the left is the drawing 
room, completely finished and furnished in white 
and gold. To the right is a formal sitting room. 
To the north of this is the large dining room 
used for special occasions. As many as forty 
persons could sit at the table at one time. In the 
rear of the dining room, running cast and west, 
was an immense informal living room (now re
placed by the Shriners' ballroom), used as a 
children's playroom when the house was full of 
children. Later, when the youngsters grew up, 
it was used for parties and dances. On the sec
ond floor there are two rooms on each side, 
each pretentious and imposing. On the third 
floor there is one bedroom on each side. In the 
rear there is an annex of six rooms, two stories 
high, used as the servants' dining room, kitchen 
and storeroom. 

Connecting the kitchen and servants' quarters 
with the .stables was a long two-story wooden 
washhouse built in 1900. The stables consisted of 
three rooms downstairs and four rooms upstairs 
with stalls to accommodate four horses. The 
family was always partial to black horses and 
these, for the .most part, comprised the stable. 

Much of the original frescoing and plaster-
work still adorns the interior walls; and the 
original panel French mirrors, extending from 
ceiling to floor, are still in place and in excellent 

[ 56 ] 

condition. The walnut valances over the win
dows in the iiucrior were carved in Paris, and 
French artisans decorated the ceilings and walls 
in delicate friezes and panels ornamented in 
twcnty-two-carnt gold leaf.̂  Alost of the furni
ture was specially built for the house because of 
the massive size and height of the rooms. 

The rafters and joists are morticed and held 
together with wood pins. The roof is connected 
to the joists on the third floor with one-inch 
iron rods, placed at intervals around the house. 

The walls in many of the rooms are covered 
with primitive—almost absurd—tapestries, the 
work of Miss Betty Brown, who w as well known 
locally for her artistic ability. She had studied 
abroad for many years and, since she had trav
eled throughout the Old World, she brought 
back relics and costumes from every part, which 
she sometimes unhappily conveyed to canvas. 

Prior to the 1900 storm there were huge oak 
trees in the yard and along the sidewalks. Some 
were almost as tall as the house itself and were 
three feet in diameter. These were all blown 
down in the storm, one falling across Broadway 
and blocking the south side. The cavity left in 
the cast grounds by one of the uprooted trees 
was converted into a fountain, which was 
thought to be one of the beauty spots of the 
grounds. The grade-raising operations of 1903-
1905 covered approximately three feet of the 
basement and grounds, as can be seen from the 
height of the present iron fence, constructed 
when the house was built. 

On the death of Mr. Brown, the house re
verted to Mrs. Brown and later, in 1907, on her 
death, to Miss Betty Brown and Mrs. M. E. 
Sweeney, her two daughters. On the death of 
Miss Brown, it became the property of Mrs. 
Sweeney and upon her death in 1027 was in
herited by Mrs. Swppnpy's daughter, Mrs. Henry 
lumonville of New Orleans. The home w.is pur-
cliased by the Shrine from Mrs. Jumnnville. 
"The house is intimately connected with early 

Texas history. It served during the Civil War as 
a hospital and haven for Confederate soldiers and 
as a headquarters for both Union and Confed
erate generals. Over and over again it is alleged 
in Galveston that the swords of surrender were 
exchanged in the Gold Room. However, recent 
research indicates that the surrender actually 
took place aboard a ship in Galveston Harbor. 



TEXAS STATE 
HISTORICAL SURVEY COMMIHEE 

T R U C T T L A T I M E R , ExECUTive DlRECTOB 

lf3a WEBT ISTH BTRCET 

A U S T I N , T E X A S 7 8 7 1 1 

M A I L I N G A D D R E S S : 
P. • . BOX 1 2 2 7 6 

C A P I T D L S T A T I O N 

October 1, 1968 

Dr. W i l l i a m J. Murtagh 
O f f i c e of Archeology and 
H i s t o r i c Preservation 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
801 19th St., NW 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

I t has come t o our a t t e n t i o n t h a t Ashton ' V i l l a , an I t a l i a n a t e 
'Victorian house b u i l t i n 1859 by Col. J. M. Brown a t 2328 
Broadway i n Galveston, Texas, may be i n danger of d e s t r u c t i o n . 
The b u i l d i n g i s p r e s e n t l y owned by the El Mina Shrine Temple 
and has r e c e n t l y been placed on the market f o r sale a t a p r i c e 
of $200,000.00. I f a s u i t a b l e buyer i s not found, the Shrine 
w i l l raze the b u i l d i n g and b u i l d a new s t r u c t u r e on the s i t e . 

Through the means o f t h i s l e t t e r I want t o i n f o r m you t h a t t h i s 
house was declared a recorded Texas H i s t o r i c a l Landmark i n 1962. 
I n 1936 HABS drawings were recorded on the house, and i n 1967 a 
rework of these records was made and f i l e d i n Washington. 

As Texas' l i a i s o n o f f i c e r f o r the N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r o p e r t i e s 
Act:, I f e e l t h a t Ashton V i l l a i s N a t i o n a l Register p o t e n t i a l , 
and whenever proper forms are made a v a i l a b l e such recommendation 
w i l l be made. 

Sinc e r e l y , 

T A i e t t Lat'imer 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r 

TL/ps 

STATE AGENCY FOR HISTORICAL RECORDATION. APPRECIATION. MARKING. PRESERVATION. ANO SURVEYS IRAMPSl 



October 10, 1968 

Mr. Truttt Latlaer 
EjMCUtlvtt Director 
Texas State Historical 
Siunrex Ceaalttaa 

lOS West IStli Street 
Austin. Texas 7t711 

Dear Hr. LatlMor: 

This will acknowl^e recel]pt of your letter of Qctefcwr 1 la which 

fM have laditrfed a aaMlaation of the Ash too Villa ef Galveaten for 

laeluslon la the National Register. We are revlewinit your nealnetlon 

end will sake recoaweadatlons to the Chief ef this Office fer his 

conslderatloB whea he returns from .Nepal next senth. The authority 

to place entries la the National Roflster has Vmm aelefatea by the 

Director to Dr. Connally. 

Sincerely yours. 

Russell V. KeWe (Sga7) 
Russell V. 
Assistant Keeper of the 

National Resist* 

cc: 
Rational Director, Southwest 

HR 
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Stfttaa Seaate 

Wa ara plaaaetf ta lafera you that tlM matvrie pvapertiea 

lie ted on tiM eaalmra haî '̂Waa Moinatad by tlw efficer 

•ypalatatf Ivy tlM nawronasr for tka iaqplaaentatioa of the 

Natiaool Hiatodric PveaanratioM rxo«raii io Tama «ei h » j ^ 

hmm i»to tlw "National Radiator of Hiatoric 

Piaeoa*** Soontoa Mkm Honor and RopcoMRtatiooo Wri^it 

Patoaa and Jack Braoka Iwwo olao baoti prowidod oitfe thie 

infovoatiaa. A loaflot oxpUiai»« tfeo National RooUtor 

ia 
M 
tl, 

u 
M 

o> 

2 3aal 

Ernest Allen Connally 

aroeat Allaa Coaoalty 
Chief, Office of 

aad Hiatoric 

cc: 
Mxa Truett Latlaer, Bacocntive Director, Texne State Hietorical 
Survey Coeadttee, 106 Weet 15th Street, Austin, Texas 78701 

Duplicate copiea aoot tot 
Hon. -Muk Tewer Htm. Wright Pataan Hoa. Jack Brooke 
United States Senate House of RepreeentativeeHooae of Representatives 
Naehingtoa, D.C. Washington, D.C. Waahington, D.C. 

Regional Director, Southweat Region 



I N R E P L Y REFER T O : 

H30-4iR 

Uh'lTED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PAFJIC SERVICE 
COl iSTM STilEi iT, r j . VV. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2030S , 

: t. L 

Properties added t o the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

Alley-Carlson House (Marion County) 

Epperson-McNutt House (Marion County) 

Jefferson Playhouse (Marion County) 

Old United States Post Office and Courts Building (Miarion County) 

Excelsior Hotel (Miarion County) 

The Presbyterian Manse (Marion County) 

George Sealy House (Galveston County) 

^ ^ ^ I d Red (Galveston County) 

v ^ l Mina Shrine Temple (Galveston County) - - - ' — 

• 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Trueft Lafimer 

Biecufire Director 

December 22, 1969 

Miss E l i z a b e t h Dippel 
O f f i c e o f Archeology 
and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
N a t i o n a l Parks Service 
801 19th S t r e e t - N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Miss D i p p e l : 

Attached hereto are copies from two sources which place the 
date E l Mina Shrine bought Ashton V i l l a i n 1928. U n t i l t h a t 
time Ashton V i l l a had served as a residence f o r J. M. Brown 
and h i s descendants. 

I f you need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n please f e e l f r e e t o c a l l on 
us. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

M. Wayn^ B e l l , AIA 
Consulting Restoration 
A r c h i t e c t 

MWB/pbs 
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Texas Historical Clommission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett LdtJTneT 
Executive Director 

September 5, 1974 

Mr. Charles H e r r i n g t o n 
N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. He r r i n g t o n : 

I n regard t o our N a t i o n a l Register submission, the 
E l Mina Shrine Temple i n Galveston, Galveston county, 
would you please change the common name t o read 
Ashton V i l l a . Since the house was accepted to the 
Nat i o n a l Register i n 1969, the home has been acquired 
by the C i t y o f Galveston f o r r e s t o r a t i o n by the 
Galveston H i s t o r i c a l Foundation. The house i s now 
commonly r e f e r r e d t o as "Ashton V i l l a " . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/dra 



EL MINA SHRINE TEMPLE (48-72-00022-00). 
Galveston, Galveston Co. Private ownership 
(Galveston Historical Foundation, Inc.). A 
brick Italianate mansion built in 1857. Interior 
and exterior carpentry and millwork. 
$12,500.00. 


