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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
C OMIv lON : 

Freeman P l a n t a t i o n House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T t O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U t ^ ^ B E R : 

.8 mi l e s west o f J e f f e r s o n on Highway ii9 , south s ide 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

J e f f e r s o n 

Texas X2 
C O U N T Y : 

Mari on 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

on C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Z 
D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g P u b l i c • Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : O c c u p i e d Y e s : 

o Site St ructure • Pr i va te 1 n P rocess • U noccup ied • R e s t r i c t e d ^ 

Ob jec t • 
Both • Be ing C o n s i d e r e d • P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

in progress • 

U n r e s t r i c t e d • 

No : • 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural Q Government 

Commercial • I n d u s t r i a l • 

Educational • M i l i t a r y Q 

Entertainment • Museum Q 

Park • 

P r iva t e Residence ?5 

R e l i g i o u s 

S c i e n t i f i c | | 

Transportation 

other (Specify) 

Comments 

4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R S N A M E : 

Mr. and Mrs . Palmer Haworth 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Freeman P l a n t a t i o n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Marion Go-gnty Gourthous 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

??)| A u s t i n S t ree t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXIST ING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

TT̂- Q-F.n-p-i r> ATnAT.i r-yin Bin' 1 d1 n g s S u r v e T 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : F e d e r a I S t a t e • C o u n t y ( • Local Q 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f Gongress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

WnRhi ngtrnn, D. C, 
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DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

I N T E G R I T Y 

E x c e l l e n t Good n F a i r • 

fChec f t One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Q Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red i^C] 

( C h e c k One) 

Moved Q O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Freeman Plantation House i s an excellent (zr_eek 
Revival raised cottage, showing evidence of a very strong 
Louisiana influence. This structure has been ci t e d by the 
United States Congress f o r h i s t o r i c a l nnd ar c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t . B u i l t around l8^0, t h i s plantation house has a 
brick basement that i s a f u l l story above the ground. The 
pr i n c i p a l chambers are contained, i n piano nobile fashion, 
i n the onerLStory wooden l e v e l above the basement. The 

i o r i g i n a l house has a ̂ entral_hall-.plan x-jith four large chamber 
on each f l o o r . I n the basement the h a l l was o r i g i n a l l y open 
to the exterior on both the north and south elevations. I n 
recent years the lovfer h a l l has been enclosed, Woodvrork and 
i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g i n t h i s lower, service area i s very simple 
The large, hand-hewn (Ij. inch-by-lij. inch) timbers supporting 
the p r i n c i p a l f l o o r are exposed. There i s a fire p l a c e i n 
each chamber on both f l o o r s . A sin g l e - s t r i n g s t a i r rises 
on east wall of the central h a l l . The central h a l l i n the 
upper l e v e l i s divided i n t o a f r o n t end rear h a l l by a f i n e l y 
carved, segmental-arched wood screen. The chambers to the 
east and west of the f r o n t h a l l are separated from the h a l l bj 
paneled, f o l d i n g doors. These doors w i t h t h e i r precisely 
mitered frames represent some of the f'nest nineteenth centurj 
wood craftsmanship i n Texas. The doorframes throughout the 
upper l e v e l are a Greek Revival design w i t h a shallow pedi
mented head, dog-esr de t a i l s at the meeting of the jambs snd 
head, and wide facia boards (covering the jambs) with a f i n e l y 
molded edge and a gradual f l a i r at the base of the doorv;ay. 
The woodwork throughout the four chambers; mantels, cornices, 
window and door frames, chair r a i l s , maintain t h i s l e v e l of 
excellence i n wood craftsmanship. The main entrance has a 
Greek Revival doorway ^dth s o l i d , paneled double doors, f i v e -
l i g h t sidewindows, and a f i v e - l i g h t transom. A f i n e , deeply 
carved molding, simil a r to the i n t e r i o r doorvray cescribed 
above, also enhances t h i s doorway. The rear entrance has a 
very similar composition. The p r i n c i p a l , or noriih, elevation 
has a broad f l i g h t of s t a i r s r i s i n g to the t e t r a - s t y l e portico 
which i s supported by tx-jo-story, c i r c u l a r brick columns. The 
overly massive columns are stucco covered, i^ithout c a p i tals, 
and are crudely tappered at the top. The portico i s flanked 
by small, strange, shed-roofed balconies. The north elevatiorl's 
four, six-over-six l i g h t , windows with operable wooden panels 
below open onto the portico and balconies. The exterior wall 
f i n i s h on a l l elevations i s ciipboarding above the brick base
ment. There are corner p i l a s t e r s vfith c a p i t a l s . The str u c t u i 
i s topned with a f i n e entablatui?e including box cornice, crowr 
. and bed molds, and a d i v i s i o n between the architrave and f r i e z e 
1 The house and portico are covered w i t h a shallow hipped-roof. 
"A two-story wing has been added to the rear of the structure. 
This wing contains bathrooms, dressing rooms, and additional 
chambers. The structure i s i n an excellent state of repair. 
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|8. SIGNIFICANCE 
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PERIOD fchecft One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n Q 1 6 t h C e n t u r y | ^ 

1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 8 t h C e n t u r y • 

1 9 t h C e n t u r y JC] 

2 0 t h C e n t u r y • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l Educa t i on P o l i t i c a l • 
Prehi s t o r i c • E ng inee r i ng • R e l i g i o n / P h i 

Hi s to r i c n I ndus t ry n l osophy n 
Agr i cu I ture • 1 n v e n t i o n r i Sc ience 

Art • Landscape Scu lp tu re • 
Commerce • A r c h i t e c t u r e Xi S o c i a l / H u m a n 

Communi ca t i ons • L i te ra ture n i t a r i a n • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • Mi 1 i ta ry • T h e a t e r Ll 

Mus ic • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

• 

• 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

William M, Freeman bought the land and begpn building 
his plantation home i n 1850. His slaves cut the timber, 
shaped the lumber, and molded and baked the brick on 
the plantation. Tiie wooden beams x-jhlch extend the f u l l 
length of the bu i l d i n g to support the structure are 
fourteen by fourteen inches square. 

Freeman vtaB engaged i n several business ventures. 
He xvas one of the founders of the East Texas Manufacturing 
Company, which manufactured cotton and woolen goods, 
spinninr- thread, and other f a b r i c goods. Besides his 
cotton plantation he also 0OTied several warehouses on the 
waterfront and one f r e i g h t boat. 

The Freeman's entertained extensively i n t h e i r 
plantation home, Jenny Lind once gave a concert and 
Jesse James i s rxjmored t i ' have sought refuge there. 
Durinp the G i v i l War many Louisiana friends v i s i t e d 
f o r vreeks at a time to escape the b a t t l e zones near 
|their homes. Recent owners have worked d i l i g e n t l y "to r e s t o r ^ the 

inithe same style i t was o r i g i n a l l y done, re t a i n i n g many 
of the o r i g i n a l pieces of f u r n i t u r e . 

In 1965 i t was designated a h i s t o r i c landmark by the 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Coiranittee. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ( A r R R A H R - 9 . 0 ) 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N O N E A C R E 

L A T I T U D E L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes S e c o n d s 

94° 22 i r 

—( • • 
Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

32 ° 45 ' 49 " 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E ' d o U N T Y B O U N O X ^ I E S 

C O U N T Y 

x4x> 
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C O U N T Y : 

n . FORM PREPARED SY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r ; L a r r y J . Kennedy, H i s t o r i a n 
ORGANI Z A Tl ON 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 10 /28 / '69 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 West 15th S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCAHON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law/ 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of signifigpnce of this nomin^tipfi is: 

Nat ional /TD /J sAte ^ / 
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Title State T.iaisnn O f f i c e r 

Bate October 28, 1969 

S T A T E 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Freeman Plantation House, Marion County - 315 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 94"̂  22' 11" Longitude 32" 45' 49" 

Please CHANGE this to correctly read: 

Latitude 32° 45' 49" Longitude 94'=' 22' 11" 

A new, correctly marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t with this one. Thank you. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Freeman Plantation House Marion, Texas 69000209 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGSMap 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TEXAS 

M a r i o n 
FOR NFS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

^ 9-//-<i^ -00/:L \/i/^jMy 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N ; Freeman P l a n t a t i o n House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

.8 i p i l e s wes t o f town on Highway 49 , s o u t h s i d e 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

J e f f e r s o n 
S T A T E : 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

M a r i o n 
C O D E 

S T A T E : 

Texas 048 
C O U N T Y : 

M a r i o n 315 

u 

^% 

z 

UJ 

LU 

CO 

3. MAP REFERENCe 
S O U R C E : 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tmen t o f t he I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l ^S ŝ̂ iA ât̂ i.̂  
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1957, 1962 
~Z1 

REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas 
J e f f e r s o n 

Map Reference ^32^-^($)m^ 
c-r̂ yy Texas 
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IN REPLY t^iEFER T O : 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
601 19TH STREET, N. VV. 

WASHiKGTOM, D. C. ZCC^d 

10 CO 

Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places  

TEXAS 

JJXS£S,ian Plantation (Marion Coimty) 
French Legation (Travis County) 
D r i s k i l l Hotel (Travis County) 
Ursuline Acader/iy (Bexar County) 


