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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The red brick Knights of Pythias Castle Hall is reminiscent
of a medieval guild hall or a North European city hall, an appro-
priate home for a fraternal order at the turn of the century.
The most interesting feature is the iron knight which stands in

a niche in the gable above the third floor. This seven foot tall

figure was made of galvinized iron and was brought from New York
in 1882 for the original Castle Hall. When the present building
was designed to replace the old building, the niche was created
for the figure. The knight is painted silver and he has lost
his right arm and shield and the banner which he once held in
his left hand. The medieval style’of the building pessibly

was an attempt on the part of the architect to create a proper
environment for the organization which it housed. Since the
architectural firm of Sanguinet and Staats designed the Castle
Hall, the medieval and European influence in the design might
have come from the European architects who were brought in by
Sanguinet or possibly could have been a reflection of the Euro-
pean influence left over from the 1870's.

The original Castle Hall was razed in 1901 and it was
replaced by the present three story building the same year.
There is some question as to whether the building of 1881 was
destroyed by fire and then razed, or simplyyrazed. Regardless
of this, there is such a striking similarity of the two first
floors that one is inclined to believe the new building was
built on top of the old one's first floor. The lower floor is
used for commercial purposes; the second floor is devoted to
games and reading rooms; the third floor contains a ballroom,
reception parlors, pantry and kitchen.

by Drury B. Alexander
(edited)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"On June 6, 1881, a procession of the Order of Knights of
Pythias formed at the corner of 4th and Main Streets and marchg
to Weatherford Street, down Houston, Fourth Street, to Main
Street, and thence to Third Street. This impressive ceremony
was for the purpose of laying the corner stone of the first
Pythias Castle Hall ever erected in the world, and the only
Castle Hall ever dedicated by the founder of the order, Justis
H. Rathbone of Washington, D. C.", said D. B. Alexander.

The Encyclopedia Britannica defines the Knights of Pythiag

as "a fraternal and benevolent order of secret character,

founded in Wakhington, D. C., on February 19, 1864, and chartexy

by a special act of Congress. In the 1950's the order main-
tained more than fifty grand lodges or grand domains in the d
states of the United States and in the provinces of Canada.
There were alse about 3,000 local or subordinate lodges.
(Encyclopedia Brétannica, XVIII,p.804)."

Today the Knights of Pythias Castle Halll!in Fort Worth,
Texas is the object of concerned preservationists within the
todge itself as well as within the membership of Historic Fort
Worth, Inc. Both of these groups hope to restore the old
Castle Hall so that it will maintain its architectural unique-
ness and cultural importance in downtown Fort Worth. Members
of the local lodge want to make part of their building into a
museum about the international fraternal order.

The Texas State Historical Survey Committee recognized
Castle Hall in 1962 for its cultural and historical significang
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Alexander, Drury B., Professor of Architecture, University of

Texas at Austin

Encyclopedia Britannica, XVIII, p. 804, Encyclopedia Britannica,
inc., Chicago, 1959.

Smith, Mrs. C. Edward, Research and Volunteer Chairman for
Historic Fort Worth, Inc., 3505 West Lancaster, Fort Worth,
Texas.
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee 1/26/70
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Austin, Texas 432

 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIS

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law Iheeoby cortity thak this proparty is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National

level of significa

ark Service. The recommended

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

APR A § 1970

of this nominatio

National

Date

Name
ATTEST:

Titte State Liaison Officer
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048

Knights of Pytljias Castle Hall, Tarrant County - 439

Geographical data, Item 10, Form 10-300 is given as:

Latitude 97° 19' 52w Longitude 320 15' 19w

Please CHANGE this to correctly read:

Latitude 32° 45' 19" - Longitude  97° 19' 52

A new, correctly marked map is being enclosed; Please DESTROY

the old map and replace it with this one. Thank you.
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Congress of the Anited States
House of Representatives

Washington, B.E. 20515
July 10, 1970

Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On April 28, 1970, the Knights of Pythias Castle Hall,
315% Main Street, Fort Worth, Texas, was entered in the National
Register of Historic Places. A copy of the letter I received
from Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr., National Park Service Director,
advising me of this excellent decision is enclosed.

Mr. Secretary, this is the first structure in Fort Worth
to receive this distinction, and the Historic Fort Worth, Inc.
organization is most anxious to properly recognize the significance
of this historical designation. This historical association would
like to have a letter from you announcing the entry in the National
Register of Historic Places. It is my understanding that this
letter, along with ahhistory of Castle Hall will be framed and
placed in a most prominent place at the entrance to this building.

If the letter could be addressed to me, and mailed so
that it would not be folded, it would be most appreciated.

Thank you in advance for any consideration and assistance
you might be able to render to this request.

Best wishes.,

Slncerely,

7 /// Dl

/" Jim Wr ght

rd
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JUL 16 1970

Hon. James C. Wright, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Wright:

Secretary of the Interior Hickel has asked us to acknowledge
your inquiry in behalf of Historie Fort Worth, Inc., concerning
the Knights of Pythias Castle Hall, Fort Worth, Texas.

The Secretary appreciates your interest in this matter and you
will receive a reply at his earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Director
FNP:TGWood:gem 7/15/70

CL 5752
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? JIM WRIGHT
1214 DiSTRICT, TEXAS
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. o0 o®
Congress of the Tnited States

Houge of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20315
July 10, 1970

Honorable Walter J. Hickel
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On April 28, 1970, the Knights of Pythias Castle Hall,
315% Main Street, Fort Worth, Texas, was entered in.the National
Register of Historic Places. A copy of the letter I received
from Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr., National Park Service Director,
advising me of this excellent decision is enclosed.

Mr. Secretary, this is the first structure in Fort Worth
to receive this distinction, and the Historic Fort Worth, Inc.
organization is most anxious to properly recognize the significance
of this historical designation. This historical association would
like to have a letter from you ammouncing the entry in the National
Register of Historic Places. It is my understanding that this
letter, along with a'history of Castle Hall will be framed and
placed in a most prominent place at the entrance to this building.

If the letter could be addressed to me, and mailed so’
that it would not be folded, it would be most gppreciated.

Thank you in advance for ény consideration and assistance
you might be able to render to this request.

Best wishes,
Slncerely, : //

///// /// /

/‘Jlm Wright
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. United SgtgyDepartment of the I'e.>

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H3h-HR

MAY 1. 1370

Hon. James C. Wright, Jr.,

House of Rerresentetives

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wright:

We are pleased to inform you that the Knights of Pythias Building
in Fort Vorth, Texas, has been nominated by the officer appointed
‘t|>y the Governer for the irplementation of the FHational Historice
: Preservetion Progran in Texas end has been entered into the lMatiocnal
Register of Hictorlc Pleces. Scnators Ralph Webster Yerborough and
John Ceodwrln Tower have eloo been provided with this information.

A leaflet explaining the I'ational Reglster 16 enclosed.

Sinﬂcrc} your‘,

L

Entered in the National Register April 28, 1970.

Enclosure
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MAY 1. 1970

ﬁmmummmmw
in Port Worth, Tesss, bes been nouineted by the afficer appotsted
by the Governar for the irplesextotion of the Satiomsl Mistaric
Preservation Progren in Texss and hus been emtered into the Hatiomal
Register of Iistorie Places. Senstor John Goodwin Tower mnd Bepres
sentative Jemes C. Wright, Jr., heve elsc been provided with this
inforeation. & leaflet explaining the Hatiomel Register is enelosed.

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZ0G, JR.

Enclomgre Entered in the Natlomal Register ¥l 10
ot el
g vy Divector, Texas State istorical Survey

106 West 15th Street, Austin, Temss 7070
Duplicate letters sent to: 5!
Hem. Join Goodwin fon. James €, Wright, Jv.,
United States Demate g






Praperties added to tha Hatissal Registor of Hhtor@o Places

TEIAS
Davia Site : Alto, Texas
Tarrant Couaty Courthouss - Fort Worth, Texas

Gulf, Colerade and Santa Pe Railread
Pagsenger Statica ‘ Fort vorth, Texas



BASIC FILE RETAINED IN ER

SMarusin:drs

LL: Mr. Melvin

10/5/70

H30-HR | 0CT 28 1970

Hon. James C. Wi‘;hk' Ir.
Hease ©f Papresontatives
¥ashington, D. C.

~ Daar ¥r, Wrights

He m pleasad to inform you that the hi.siotiu provarties listed on

the enclosure have Daen mominated by the State Liaison Offfcer appointed
by the Scvermor for the iaplementation of the Bational Ristoxic Praserva~
tion Program in Texas and have beea entered into the Hatiomal Register

of Eistoric Places. Ssanators Ralph W. Yarberough and John G, Towar have
&lao besen provided with this information. By copy of this lettar, the
State Ligdm Officer, Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas
State Eistorical Survey Committee, Post Office Box 12276, étpitox station,

Austin, Teoxas 78711, has likewise basn notified, A lsaflet explaining

~the Haticnal Register is enclosed.

Sincersly yours,

birectoar

Enclosures

0CT 151978

Zntered in the National Register

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey

Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Director, Southwest :oniam - |




’

Propertios alded te the Natiomal Register of Historic Places

1

s B

Davis Site Rlto, Texas
Farzant County Jourthouse © Fori Worth, Taxas

£, Colorado and Santa Fe Railroad
Pazsenger biation . Fort Vorth, Taxas



Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

N Truett Lofimer
Rty Executive Direclor A

January 4, 1972

Dr. Robert J. Mullen
Chief, Bureau of Registration
National Register

. 801 19th Strecet, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006 : g

Dear Bob:

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections for

the National Register submissions which were rechecked here

in our office and found to be in error.. I trust that this 0
means of correction will not confuse the issue.

There may possibly still be errors but to date these are the
only ones we have discovered. If you will notify us of any
errors of which you are aware we will be glad to treat the
submissions similarly.

Sincerely,

Truett Latimer
State Liaison Officer

By:

. Wayne Bell, AIK-
Project Wirector .

TL/MWB/pbs



