
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

f l . NAME 

S T A T E : 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y : 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

C a r r i n g t o n - C o v e r t House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATJON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1511 C o l o r a d o 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

T e x a s 042 

C O U N T Y : 

3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Distr ict ( 3 Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

5^ Public 

I I Private 

• Both 

Public Acquisi t ion: 

I I In Process 

[ [ Being Considered 

I 1 Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

[ 2 Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

l_ ' Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

1 I Commercial 

[ I Educational 

[ I Entertainment 

Government 

("71 Industrial 

I I Mil itary 

I I Museum 

• Pork 

I ] Private Residence 

I I Religious 

1 I Scientific 

I 1 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

[71 Comments 

\ A . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

s t a t e o f Texas 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n T e x a s 042 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

T r a v i s County Cour thouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n T e x a s 042 
6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1969 • Federal State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 

o 

Z 
•D 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n T e x a s 

o 

04 2_ 



|7, DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins [~l Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

S A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved ( 3 Or ig i r .a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A two s t o r y limestone residence constructed i n the decade 
before the C i v i l War. The facade i s symmetrical and there i s 
a paneled double door w i t h f a n l i g h t and round arched opening 
w i t h r a d i a t i n g and stepped voussoirs. The very low p i t c h e d 
h i p r o o f has wide eaves w i t h brackets about 12" on center. 
The outstanding f e a t u r e o f t h i s house i s the e x c e l l e n t stone 
work seen p a r t i c m l a r l y i n the quoins, f l a t arches and s i l l s . 
The o r i g i n a l f i r e p l a c e s and s t a i r c a s e were removed about 1900 
when the o r i g i n a l rear e l l was f i l l e d i n w i t h a frame a d d i t i o n 
The house w i l l be r e s t o r e d and used f o r s t a t e o f f i c e s / and the 
1900 wooden a d d i t i o n w i l l be removed. The downstairs w i l l be 
used as museum rooms and the u p s t a i r s as o f f i c e s . 
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. SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

z 

P E R I O D ( C h e c k One or More as .Appropr ia te^ 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S> (H Applicable and Known) 1853-1857 
AREAS OF SI GNI Fl C AN C E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n a l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[2? A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

^ C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

1 I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

j I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

1 I Scu lp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Carrington-Covert House i s one of the tBw~Temaining 
houses on State p r o p e r t y which date back t o the 1850s. I t 
i s notable f o r i t s e x c e p t i o n a l l y f i n e stonework. The Texas 
State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee has made plans t o res t o r e 
the e x t e r i o r and t o use the b u i l d i n g as i t s new headquarters 
by 197 2, w i t h the downstairs as museum rooms and the u p s t a i r s 
as o f f i c e s . 

I n 1852, Leonidas Davis Carrington, a successful merchant 
from Columbus, M i s s i s s i p p i , a r r i v e d i n A u s t i n , He opened a 
merchandise st'§>re on Congress Avenue, and began t o buy pieces 
of land i n and around A u s t i n . His most successful business 
ventures centered around land speculation, and f o r many years 
he bought p r o p e r t y n o r t h and west of A u s t i n , f r e q u e n t l y f o r less 
than IC per acre. 

W i t h i n a few years, Carrington had become a very wealthy 
man, and i n 1853, he began t o make plans f o r an elegant house. 
On September 15th, he purchased a l o t n o r t h o f the C a p i t o l f o r 
$1,000 from Captain James M.W, H a l l . Records from h i s store 
show t h a t he purchased b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s from 1853 t o 1857. 
The date o f completion i s not known, but i t must have been 
some time during those four years. Carrington b u i l t h i s home 
of white limestone which may have been q u a r r i e d from Comal Bluf:^. 
The house was two s t o r i e s h i g h and had w a l l s twenty inches 
t h i c k . I t included twelve p r i n c i p a l rooms and two large h a l l s , 
and the f l o o r i n g i n a l l the rooms appears t o have been of wide 
pine boards. 

On the f i f t h o f May, 1870, Carrington s o l d the house and 
land t o M.L. Hemphill o f Bastrop. Later Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
M. Covert o f A u s t i n bought the house from Hemphill. The Covertls 
d i d considerable remodelling and by the e a r l y 1900s they had 
removed the f i r e p l a c e s and s t a i r c a s e and made some frame 
a d d i t i o n s t o the r e s t of the house. 

On September 17, 1944, Covert s o l d the house f o r $18,500. 
Then, i n 1968, a s t a t e agency bought the property and decided 
t o demolish the house t o make room f o r a modern b u i l d i n g . 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

A u s t i n and T r a v i s County C o l l e c t i o n . A u s t i n P u b l i c L i b r a r y 

Parmelee, Deolece. The Car r ing ton-Cover t House i n 19th 
Century A u s t i n , monograph, A u s t i n , 1968. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

30 ° 16 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97 ° 44 • > « r 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : . 2 9 a C r e 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o 

Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n , A r c h i t e c 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

(MD) 
(SB) 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committe^-^-Il^--^'^5-7-70 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 15th S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Na t io jy l Park Service. The recommended 

level of 

Nati 

Name 

Texas 042 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser^tion 

AUG 2 5 1970 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

/Ml JAUJA 
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES C O U N T Y 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM T r a v i s INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Number all entries) 

Protests and telegrams h a l t e d d e m o l i t i o n until^the~Texas Legis­
l a t u r e could pass a b i l l p r o t e c t i n g the pro p e r t y . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark- 1969. 
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RECEIPT 
ID 

PROPERTY 
STER NUMBER] 

SIGN-OFF 

9^ 
DATE OF RECEIPT 

DATA PAGE ' 
PHOTO (S) 
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 
MAP (S) 
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 
LOGGED 
ACKNOWLEDGE ^//V7i) 

YES NO NUMBER 

I 

REVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

HISTORIAN^^jwwi^/^ £<..<, Oyi^/jL^Ui-lc tix <:£t^Ao^/i^<JMrt -/M^OU^Y i^^'^'^f'^^'-^ 

ARCHITECT 

0^ 
ASST. KEEPER 

KEEPER 

ENTRY 

CHIEF, OAHP %-2S- 70 

EDITORIAL PROCESSING. EDITOR Aj^ 

DATR \ 

Federal Register Entry f P I ^ / f O 

Annual Edition Entry . 

6//// 70 

LOGGED ^ / / r ^ 
WORKING NUMBER \^ 2S- 70' 

COMMENTS: 



y ^ j . Op"--. 

.••*A»*=̂ , ^V;- Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Trueti Loiimer 

£iecL'#/Ve Director 

January 4, 1972 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding c o r r e c t i o n s f o r 
the N a t i o n a l Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n e r r o r . I t r v i s t t h a t t h i s 
means of c o r r e c t i o n w i l l n ot confuse the issue. 

There may p o s s i b l y s t i l l be e r r o r s b ut t o date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
e r r o r s of which you are aware we w . i l l be g l a d t o t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

T r u e t t Latimer 
State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

By: 

Wayne B e l l , A I A 
p r o j e c t E f i r e c t o r 

TL/MI^B/pbs 



NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Carrington-Covert House, Travis County, 453 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as; 

Latitude 30 16' 38" Longitude 97 44' 19" 

Please ĤANGE t h i s to c o r r e c t l y read: 

Latitude 30° 16' 40" Longitude 97 44' 24" 

A new, c o r r e c t l y marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t w i t h t h i s one. Themk you. 



on 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

Carrington-Covert House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. tOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1511 Colorado 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n ^ 

Texas 042 
C O U N T Y : 

r a v i 453 
3. PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTO CREDIT: T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
DATE OF PHOTO: M a r C h , 1970 

Hi 

UJ 

NEGATIVE FILED AT: T C X a S 

108 W. 
S t a t e 

1 5 t h 
H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
S t r e e t , A u s t i n , Texas 78711 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Front e l e v a t i o n , from the west. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

T r a v i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : Car r ing ton-Cover t House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. I .OCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1511 Colorado 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 

T r a v i s ^ Texas 042 
C O U N T Y : 

3. PHOTO REFERENCE 
P H O T O C R E D I T : Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committ'eeiTgr^jv^ 
DATE OF PHOTO: M a r c h . 1 9 7 0 

MEGATivE FILED AT: Tcxas S t a t e H i s t o r l c a l Survey Committee 
108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t , A u s t i n , Texas 78711 

4. IDENTIFICATION 
D E S C R I B E V I E W , D I R E C T I O N , E T C . 

Front and side e l e v a t i o n s , from the northwest 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Carrington-Covert House Travis County, 70000762 

Texas 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination Form 

X Photographs 

USGSMap 





AUG 2 5 1970 

^t^. Trvictt Latimer 
l^ecutive Director 
TKcas State His tor ica l Gimrey CcEiadttee 
Poet Off ice Box 1S276 
Capitol Station 
XOd Vest 15th Street 
AuEtiii, Texas 707OI 

13ear J-lr. Latiuifsr: 

Ve ore pleaocd to infona you that the his tor ic properties l iu t ed on 

tlje enoloeure have been placed on the Hatioa^ Ecgiater of Historic 

Places. Senators P.alph V. Vaa.-borou£ia and John G. Tower end tlie 

appropriate Repr<2scirtative8 have also been not i f ied* Please v i t h -

hold a^f p i ib l i c i ty on th i s m i t l l you have received a e€a<bon copy of 

the Congreosional carreEspondence. 

Sincerely yoia^s. 

S j ^ r n o s t Allo.ri ConnallY 

JJrnest Allen Ccrinally 
Chief, Off ice of Archeoloiiy 

tsnd Klctoric Preservation 

Enclosure AUG 2 5 1970 

Entered i n tlie national Resytoter 

cc; 
HR 

RGamble:niin 8/13/7O BASIC FILE RETAINED IN IIR 



.4 
Prop<%rtics added to the Rit ional BeclKter of Historic Places 

Biehop'a ftilsce 
Old land Office Bxtlldlng 
Barker History Center 
HciH-eochran House 
Old Post Office (ixtd 

Federal Building 
Wcodlava 
The Goverxfflr's Ifensloa 
Gethsemne Lutheran Churcli 
Hollaiiioa House (ErsKine House 

^^jgrington-Covert H/̂ use 
Klela (Ctephen) House 
Schiibert House 
^Tinnen House 
Ccdbori'y Hotise 
Sebaistopol (2om House) 
L i t t l c f i e l d Hoiiac 
Old Galveston (iustoa House 
Captain Singlctoa House 
Lindheitaer Hcsre 
Captain Willif.m Perry House 
Beard House 

Galveston, Tcitas 
Austin, Te>:as 
AuGtin, 5?exas 
Austin, Ttotas 

Aisstin, Tî caa 
Austin, Texas 
Auf.;tin, Texas 
Austin, Teaas 
£G£;uia, Tejcafi 
/iustia, Texas 
Ncn? Brauafels, Texas 
Giddings, Texas 
Crcorectoim, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Seisuin, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
G'Jlveston, Texas 
Jefferson, Texaa 
Bev Bravmfeic, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
Jefferson, Texas 
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ikia. J . J . (Jfeke) i^icfele 

Vf̂ i 63pe p}.s-c..sed to Infiir^a yiai t.̂ 5et t?ie ilistoric ia-o-ptrtles listed oa 

t^ie esclfrsta*« twiw beesi 2scvai»st€d by the iiitite Lislfvoa Officer 

»P3>c4ate<s by i J» €teveri?osr fo r the itf^l^sieatatioa ^ f the i ^ t i c a ^ 

•sl&tc<rle iT^p^rtatisa JTQiJfm. l-j^-as SESB! -M'̂ ve bees entered lute, 

tiie l§feti!jj*i?JL Begi3tcT of m&toric .iOacee* C^&atcars W« torbtrc?us^ 

J^ia G. 5'oi»er have a i i ^ been JiT̂ >̂ a&& ^tV^ Vxk* inforwiatlfija. 

Kî lf̂  at thio le-tter, tfifc State Liai-coa CffScer, ^ « Trs-ajtt l&%i.sxTi 

FxeciKlve Mx'<^t;sr, T«5r.fsa Stsirts iiistsriejal £urv»rjr C^^»itt9*;-, ^dst •..office 

£̂ ?ac lES-r^, C-itpife&l ktatios^ XGJ t?«5t l^tfe i:tJ?tci, Aisstla, *ie3ta« ToT'^l, 

has ilk«vli;o tM»«i Biu-tii'i«d« A le»fj .et expi&iniJStS tJ*e i^tioaal £ei'»l«te» 

.til eaeiisse*"* 

Biseerely 3f«rur»> 

1 J'jitfcfed. i n the Ss-tioosl fisjjlstcr^ 
cc; 

(SGO) (̂ORGE B. HARiT.O 
Plrsjcto* 

5 J970 

!>tr. Truett Latitser, Executive Director, Tcxaa {State Historical Svcrvey CooMiittce, 
P. 0. Box XdZiCf C;,:',itol ;j.tr.tlon, IOJ 'W. 15th St., Auutiii. Tcx!'.̂ ^ 7<̂ 'i'01 

Director, Southwest Iiet,ion 



ax-p«2rJEle« ««Sde<i to the Ifcttljjjsal Ke,:lcfcer uf aictoi-ilc lOjtcea 

Id-vlexie34 >ir:ua« . /y:i;i .%, T««a 
Cia L»»i v f f l G e J i u i j ^ t R , • Au, . t iK, 
J -̂'r-c? [aet;.ry Cc^uj? Au.^Ua, Tesias 
beUi*C-c<;;7r4-.i J:-UB« Auatla, 

Gct;u-;e-.j\î  Luthi-'5?aa Ĉ ius-̂ jh Amtia, T<L^S 
1 ̂ - - " 
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HOB. Tis.lph W. y«iSb<3rouŝ  
United ;-t-5te-s C'̂ Afite 

SEP 1 6 1970 

Btaor f.co'itor larboroa.ijhs 

we er# pleased ta laftars you i i i f t i the hf<&tarXe propertle* listi-d ©a 

the ttmlQ&^m hf-vc b««a acsiini&ted by t i i ^ Stste Liaissa Officer 

appointed by the Gt:iveraor for tr:.© i^spXfcj'.entatioa of tbe Satioasl 

Hist^.u-ie i*re*«rvatics rro^aa i a Texas and have beea ^ e r e d into 

^ tne listi.ocal lieglster of Historic PlJ?-ec#-. Estaitor J-sha C. Tô ?<̂ r 

the sppr^priate Ecpre»eat&ti%*es hew £?1K» beeo provided with tf i is 
CO 

iafori^t ioa. By cofjy of this . letter, the £tAte Us^lsoa Of fic<?r, 

iHf* Truett Lstiitsr, Executive t lrectcr , Tesas, f;tat^ iit»torieai Purvey 

n CsH;.ittc-«, Post Office Bo« 1£S:^6, CajJltol Stetloa, ICd Vest Ipth Steeei, 
5̂ J" • 

1̂  Austla, Te2«» 7< ?̂01, has iikeviee beta rjoti i ied, ^ leaflet explaialae 

the ifctiaa^l l\*r.i;,ister 4» enclo3ed. 

fc5icc«yely yoisr». 

(SGD) GEO ORG£ B. HARTZOG, JR. 

Entered ia the KnUoasi Begleter,^,1^, - 5 1^7[^^ 

cc: 
Mr. Truett LetiK.er, Executive D.lrcctcr, Tc;<ec Ctete Hirtcricnl Z-jrvey Co:;i,itte«, 

P,0. Box 12276, Capitol Btfttion, lOo W. 15th St., Austin, Texas 7670! 

Euplicate let ter acixt, to : Hoa. John G. Tower 
United rtates Senate 
Wschin.^toii. D. C. 



jpropertiea adde^ to the trAtlmia Beg^srur of HiUlcrl^ mcs'S 

01?? Jjkt^ Dffici? BiJlldia.5 
SRT^r History C<..iit<;r 
ifelll*C5eriraa sfo-aoe 
Old I 'o^t Offi«:e iujd 

c<iVffrn.cr*» Kiui&lon 
Oethsem» Lutheran Chtordi 
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CARRINGTON-COVERT HOUSE (48-71-
00005-00). Austin, Travis Co. State ownership 
A two-story hmestone house built in the 1850's 
located on the State Capitol grounds. Develop­
ment of restoration plan; repairs, stabilization, 
and removal of additions. $58,000.00. 


