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[C] Excellent Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [C] Ruins [C] Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) ] (Check One)
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DESCRIPE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 0ld (old) Federal Building is a three story limestone
ashlar masonry structure on a sloping site and with a rusticated
basement and flat roof. The major facade faces Colorado-Avenue;
the minor facade is more frequently noticed and is on 6th Street].
The casino of the Villa Borghese in Rome, although tremendously
different in materials and details, seems to be the prototype
for the massing of the main facade. The segmental arches of
the first floor and galleries, however, are a nineteenth cen-
tury choice, seen in the Ecole des Beaux Arts and a few New
York buildings by George Post, but never with such sure sim-
plicity as in Austin, The architect played with the three
different forms he used for openings until he reached a mar-
velous balance in the main facade.

The building is symmetrical. The major facade 'has two
end pavilions with graduated openings in each bay, the large
firstnétoyy window is segmentally arched, the two second story
windows are round arched and the five third story openings have
lintels. The pavilions are connected by a twe-story arcade
(the glazing is later) with broad segmental arches. The attic
is set back with a terrace, rises above the mass of the rest
of the building, and has a tall arcade and cornice. The minor
facade has an attached three bay double arcade with the same wide
segmental arched openings of the major facade.

The building is now in the possession of the University of
Texas and is being restored on the exterior and remodeled in
the interior to be used as office space.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 01d (old) Post Office and Federal Building in Austin
is of national significance because it is an architectural
sport. It is easily overlooked even by local architectural
historians because in style it seems to be an adequate but not
especially outstanding modified Renaissance revival building
from any time from about 1910 on. In fact the building was
designed at the height of the Second Empire style, in 1877, and

construction was begun the foltowing year. There is no corner-
stone and no mention of the name of the architect in the local
press, beyond the statement that it would be designed in Washington.
At this date the use of the Italian High Renaissance palace
as a prototype was not very common and probably unique in Texap,
but it is the utter simplicity of the detail that makes it
possibly unique nationally.

In London the clubs of Sir Charles Barry were built from
1829 to about 1860 using Renaissance palaces as models. The
London Foreign Office and hundreds of British colonial buildingp
all were more closely related to the Italian High Renaissance
than to any other style, although again with the vertical
squeeze of the nineteenth century. The Bibliothéque Sainte-
Genevi&ve in Paris, 1845-50, came externally from this same
source. New York had imitations of the London clubs and many o
the New York commercial buildings chose the arches, applied
columns, and detail of sixteenth century Italy. The Peabody
Institute in Baltimore, 1861, by E.G. Lind had a full High
Renaissance facade. McKim, Mead, and wWhite would turn with
growing frequency to Italian palaces for inspiration in the
last decades of the century, and had had one competition plan
in this style published in the American Architect and Building
News in the late seventies, Duban's Ecole des Beaux Arts had
been built in 1860, and in the lower portion of the facade it
shows some of the simplicity of the Austin building. But in
comparison with most architecture of the late seventies, these
are rarities. Many elevations of Federal Courthouses were +g

s
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published in this period but they were highly decorated buildi




Williamson, Roxanne. Victorian Architecture in Austin. (Austin,
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ORGANIZATION DATE

Texas State Historical SurveyCommittee « cec 422570

STREET AND NUMBER:
108 W. 15th Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

&

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law Lheiehycentity that this progeity. is incloded in the

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserlation

AUG 25 1970

Date

ATTEST:

Title State Liaison Officer

Date q-’?y- 7&

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been {
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set / d/&'(‘ﬁ
5 T 2 P

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PropeErTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 6
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE .H
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds ﬁ
NW o ’ " o ’ ” o . - o ' "
NE o ’ L o ' ” 30 16 7 97 44 37
SE o ’ ” o ’ »
SW o ' . -] ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: .10 acre il
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usually in the most extreme form of either ngh Vlcterlan
or Second Empire-General Grant styles.

In 1877 therefore, the Austin Federal Building is excep-
tional in that it has the horlzontal lines and exact symme;;iggl
massing of an,Itallan_palace. But it is most unusual in its
details. With the exception of molding strips, the only applied
ornament on the whole large building is to be found in the
simplified cornices and balustrades.

R

(Abner Cook, Austin!s Greek Revival Master Builder and builder
of the Governor's Mansion, Pease Mansion, Woodlawn, Sweetbrush
and other fine Greek Revival buildings was the contractor for
this building.)
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technical corrections cited below
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes Cno

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
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() good [ ruins [ attered O moved date
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O summary paragraph
= completeness
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

[J completeness

[ clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[ context

[J relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

] Maps

] Photographs
[ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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AUG 2
- 51870

Mr, Truett Latimex

Executive Director

Texas State Historicel Survey Counittee

Post Office Box 12276

Capitcl Gtetion

106 West 15th Street

Austin, Texas TETOL

Dear Hr. latiners

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties usted on
. the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Histeric
Placesz. Senators Ralph W. Yarborough end Joan G. Tower end the
appropricte Representatives have also been notified. FPlease with-
hold any publieity on this until you have received a carbon copy of
the Conzressional correspondence.

Sincercly yours,

/5] Ernest Allen Comnally

Ernest Allen Connally
Chief, Oifice of Archeology
end Historic Precervation

Roclosure AUG 2 5 1970
Entered in the Nationasl Reglster

cC:
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RGamble :mm 8/13/70 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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Properties added to the lNational Reglster of Historic Flaces

- TEXAS

Eishop's Pelace
014 Iand Office Building
Barker Bistory Center
¥ei1ll-Cochran House

Post Office and

Federal Bullding
Weodlawn
The Governor's Honsion
Gethsemane ILutheran Church
Hollamon House (Erskine House §i
Carrington-Covert House
Klein (Stephen) House
Schubexrt louse
Tinnen House
Sedberry iouse
Sebastopol (Zorn House)
fittlefield House
014 Galveston Custon House
Csptein Singleton House
Lindheiner Home
Captain ¥William Ferry House
Beaxrd House

Calveston, Texas
Austin, Texas
Austin, Texas
Am, Texas

Austin, Texas
Austin, Texas
Austin; Texas
Austin, Texas
Seguin, Texas
Austin, Texas :
Hew Draunfels, Texas
Giddings, Texas
Georpgetown, Texas
Jeifferson, Texas
Sequin, Texas
Austin, Texas
Galveston, Texas
Jefferson, Texns

. Hev Braunfels, Texas

Jefferson, Texas
Jeffernscn, Texas
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¥y Truett weffeey, Ywecutlre Lllecton, T s ¢ rpe etoriesl Suarvey
| Comedtion, Fowt | . v6 Bex 3774, seelwl tatdey, o West 1ith dtveet,
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TEXAS

Bishop's Palunen :
Ad land Office Beilding
Barier dlstary Couler
Beill-Cotiran iowie

S . and
Fedorsl Buildlag
Foudlawn .

ne (overaor's Nonclon

Gethoesane Latacran Sawreh
Hollsuon dcase (Srstine Sowss €1}

Cerrinrton-Lowat Boase
Kein {Stepnen) douse
Timnen douse

Belhorry Houase
Sebastopel {Zorn House)
Littlalicld douse

014 Galveston Custon Howse
Captedn Sinxleton Sousec

Lindneicey e

Captain Willlam Farzy Howse

. Galvesion, Tesas

a\nat&n, Texng
Austin, Texus
Austing Texas

MH, Texss
Austin, Texas
duxtin, Teome
Auctin, Yexas
Sepuin, Toms
Austing Texaa

Bow Dysunlels; Texsa
Giddéings, Fexas
Ceorretoun, Texas
deflerson, Tezas
s@gﬁiﬂ’ Texna

- funting Texas

Galveaton, Texas
Jelierasn, Texas
Bew Braunfels, Youas
dJeilercon, Tezoa
Jeflercon, Yexas
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Bone Jdo Jo {Jake) Pickle
Bouse of Bepresentstives
Wesiington, b C.
Deny ixrs Flellie:
¥e are pleased to iafoww you thet the Xistorie properties lislsd on
the emclosure have been nosinsted by the State Lisison Officer
appeinted by the Goveraor for the lvplesentation ez: the Maticnal
Histcrie Presevvatioa Progrea in Texes eud heve been eatered iate
the Fstional ng;ﬁta of Dlstorie Floces. Senators Ralph W. Yorborough |
end John Gl !rmm have alss heen mv:,é;é with this fnfornsticen. Ny
copy of tals letier, the State lLiajoon CiTicer, ir. Truett latizer,
Fxecutive Director, Texas State Historlesl Survey Committes, Fost Uffice
Box 12276, Capitol Btation, 105 West 15th Street, Austim, Texas 70701;
Las nauuc boen wotdfled. A leaflet explainming the Bational Beglator

s encloned.

Biscerely yours, '

» -~ D talo R
(S‘GD) EORGE b HART Zu, R.

w (W

Directer
Enslosures
AU
Entered in the Eatiomel Reglster G25 1970
cc:

Mr. Truett Lativer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey Comuittee,
2, Q. Box 12070, Capitel Station, 100 W. l5th St., Austin, Texama TU70L

Director, Southwest Region
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

May 13, 1971
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National Register of v
Historic Places

801 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mrs. Marusin:
We have a couple of changes to be made in the information
given on the National Register property call the 0ld (old)
Post Office Building in Austin, Travis County, Texas (048-
453). The name of the building has been changed to:

0. Henry Hall
The address is to be corrected to:

126 West 6th Street

We would appreciate your making these changes for us.

Sincerely yours,

{

| P
BNy é<7asahqu)

(Mrs.) Suzanne B. Duncan
Secretary

SD/s




