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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

TEXAS 

Comal 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

S P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

[ 1 In P rocess 

I 1 Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

PC| Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

[ I P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I I Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

[ I P r i v a t e Res idence 

^ R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

\ 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

LU 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

F i r s t P r o t e s t a n t U n i t e d Church o f C h r i s t 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

296_ South Segu in Street_ 

New B r a u n f e l s Texas 042 
5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Comal County Cour thouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

New B r a u n f e l s Texas 042 

6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1967 • Fede ra l State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Commit tee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 

A u s t i n T e x a . q 042 
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| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
Exce I lent • Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins O U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d K ] U n a l t e r e d 

f C h e c * One) 

• Moved K Or ig i r .o l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A cut limestone Gothic Revival church b u i l t i n 1875 and 
renovated i n 1955. There i s a c e n t r a l f r o n t b e l l tower w i t h 
a small steeple. A l l the openings are lancet arched. There 
i s a German q u a l i t y i n the handling of the pr o p o r t i o n s and 
the s i m p l i c i t y of the d e t a i l which i s confined t o limestone 
p i l a s t e r s at the corners and limestone s t r i n g courses. There 
i s a glazed double door w i t h double transom and stained glass 
fan l i g h t . The tower was added i n 1889. 

I n 1955 the nave of the church was lengthened and tr a n s e p t ^ 
were added. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e of the a d d i t i o n harmonizes 
w i t h the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n s of the b u i l d i n g , but i s obvious 
enough t o maintain the i n t e g r i t y of the e a r l y s e c t i o n . 
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•E SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Ce ntury 

• 18th Century 

S 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S1 (It Applicable and Knoarn) 1875, 1889 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

r X A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

[ I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

{ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Educa t i on 

I 1 Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

[ I I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

^ R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

I I Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp tu re 

[ I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

r~1 T h e a t e r 

[ 1 T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

r n Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other CSpeci fy ; 

AFK 15 ^̂ 7̂  

I/O 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The F i r s t P r o t e s t a n t Church i n New Braunfels i s s t r o n g l y 
German i n character and probably not so much Gothic Revival 
as a c o n t i n u a t i o n of a t r a d i t i o n a l German vernacular type. 
There i s a s t o u t firmness i n the handling of the massing and 
a s i m p l i c i t y .and sureness of form t h a t together w i t h the f i n e 
stonework makes t h i s a notable example of the a r c h i t e c t u r e of 
the German s e t t l e r s i n Texas. 

I n the spring of 1845 Prince Solms of Braunfels am Lahn, 
Germany, and h i s f o l l o w e r s landed i n Houston, Texas. Solms 
had purchased land on the San Saba and Llano r i v e r s . I n d i a n 
r a i d s , however, discouraged settlement near the San Saba, so 
Solms bought a league of land on the Comal River and took a 
contingent of German s e t t l e r s there t o begin farming. 

On October 15, 1845, the Republic of Texas issued a 
charter t o the Solms German Prot e s t a n t Congregation and i n 
the s p r ing of the f o l l o w i n g year the s e t t l e r s of New Braunfels 
b u i l t a log church. They l a i d a cornerstone March 8, 1846, 
and h e l d t h e i r f i r s t services March 22. Palm Sunday, A p r i l 5, 
the church was consecrated. 

About 1870 the congregation decided t o b u i l d a l a r g e r 
church. They formed a b u i l d i n g committee instead of h i r i n g 
a c o n t r a c t o r , and they commissioned a r c h i t e c t Jacob Langkopf. 
To keep costs down, the committee decided t o l i m i t the length 
of the church t o e i g h t y f e e t , w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n t o be done 
i n such a way t h a t the church could be lengthened i n the 
f u t u r e . They chose n a t i v e limestone as the b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l 
and l a i d a cornerstone J u l y 18, 1875. 

March 16, 1879, the congregation held t h e i r f i r s t s e r v i c f 
i n the new church. They dedicated a tower July 14, 1889, at 
the cost of $2,800 and f i n i s h e d the i n t e r i o r by July, 1893, 
at the cost of $1,728.39. 

The church was renovated i n 1955 i n order t o accommodate 
a growing membership. The congregation lengthened the church 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Haas, Oscar. F i r s t Protestant Church; I t s H i s t o r y and I t s 
People, 1845-1955. New Braunfels, 1955. 

Webb, Walter Prescott, ed. Handbook of Texas. Au s t i n , 1952, 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW  

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O I • 

29 42 3 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

o » « 

98 7 19 

P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : , 2 2 0 a C r e 

i L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C C H J N T I E S F 5 > f t P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

V A 

C O U N T Y 

U . FORM PREPARED BY 

COUNTY: N A T I O N A L 7;^^ 

< ^ REGlSTEv 

lAME AND TITLE: Wayne B e l l , Project Director (MD) 

Koxanne 
O R G A N I Z A T l O N 

w i ± ± i a m s o n , A r c n i r e c r u r a 1 Mi.qr.n nan (HH) 
D A T E 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 5/22/70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th St r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl lON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of s ignificaogl of this nomination^ 

National Z l / State •• 
Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Texas 042 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Arcfieology and Historic Preserv^ion 

Date 

ATTEST: / ^ 

Date 
June 10, 1970 Date 
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Form 10-300a 
(J»!y 1969)-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

TEXAS 

Comal 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Number alt entries) 

8. (cont'd) 

and added rooms on each side of the tower. They also added a 
basement t o house heating and c o o l i n g e-juipment. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1967 



PLFASE RETURN THtS FORM WHm THE I jRNED 

NAIiE OP PROPERTY__ 
The actsched National Registei 
returned to your o f f i c e because the Infotma 
has been Inco f r ec t l y supplied. 

Insufficient locational Information. 
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hecked below Is lacking oc 
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C la s s i f i c a t i on (Item ?3) Incomplete. 
"Conoients: 
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Comnents: 

No Bibliography 

Acreage of nomination i s not. given. 

Comments: 

>uKltude and fatltude coordinates lacking, incorrect, or in wrong place 

Form i s not signed by State Liaison Officer (Item #12)» 

Photograph/map form(9) (10-301) required for each photograph/map). 
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mts: 

property. 

Statem* int of Significance (Item S8). 
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orms unacceptable, 

Tlie tnadequacles noted above must be rectified prior to the I n l t i c t i o n of .our 
professional review proces.s. Correction of these technical isrrors does'not 
necessarily indicate chat the nomination w i l l then meet a l l other National 
Register c r i t e r i a . 



TO; 

A p r i l 12, 1971 

Dr. Murtagh 

FROM: Suzanne Duncan 

SUBJECT: F i r s t Protestant Church, Comal County, Texas 

1. We have added p i c t u r e s showing the 1955 a d d i t i o n s 

2. We have explained the 1955 a d d i t i o n s 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

P R O P E R T Y MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with tnap) 

|V. KAME 

TEXAS 

C O U N T Y 

Comal 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

7/::^)!^^^rJ<^^ \^f,^/^ 
C O M M O N : F i r s t Protestant Church, United Church of C h r i s t 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

296 S o u t h S e g / i K Str''^e'fc<" 
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CITY OR TOWN: IQ^J ^0/^ ' ^ ^ ^ / 7 \ ' " \ 

New B r a u n f e i r r / A 
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C
 

S T A T E : 

T e x a s 

/CODE' ' ^ U N T V 

Comal 

C O D E 

S
 

T
 

R
 

U
 

C
 

S T A T E : 

T e x a s 042 

^ U N T V 

Comal 0 9 1 

3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

United States Departmeg^' Ip^'y^e^terior Geological Survey 
UJ 

LU 

1:24000 
DATE: 1 9 5 6 . 1 9 5 8 

4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2998-414 





JUL 
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t\x. Truett Latlner 
Executive Diroctor 
Texas State l i i s t o r i c a l Survey CoT-uaittoa 
Post Offico Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear .'Ir. Latimor: 

V7e are pltiaseci t o inforra you tha t the h i s t o r i c properties l i s t e d on 

tho enclonuro hava been placed on the National Roqistor of His t o r i c 

Places. Senators John G. Tov/cr and Lloyd ?1. licntsen, J r . , and tho 

appropriate Representatives are being inforwed. A l e a f l o t explaining 

the National Regiator i s enclosed f o r each of the proparty ovmors. 

Please wit>iliOld ajiy p u b l i c i t y on t l i l s u n t i l you have received a carbon 

copy of the Congressional corresixjndenco. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Ei-iclosurea 

Entered i n the IJational Regintor ^ ^ 

cc : 

HR . 7/13/71 PDHerrickrnaf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 

-



Properties added to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

Mission San Lorenzo de la Santa Cruz 

F i r s t Protestant Church 
(United Church of Christ) 

Hueco Tanks 

Fort McKavett H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Williams (Samuel May) House 

Trueheart-Adriance Building 

Real County 
Camp VVood, Texas 

Comal County 
New Braunfels, Texas 

El Paso County 
El Pnso, Texas 

Menard County 
Fort McKavett, Texas 

Galveston County 
Galveston, Texas 

Galveston County 
Galveston, Texas 
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Hon. Lloyd M. Bontfjen, J r . 
Unifcad States Senats 
Vfasi sing ton , D. C. 

Dear Senator bantson» 

are pleased to Inform s'ou that the historic prx>ixsrties l i f t e d on t 

enclosure have hf;en not-ttnated by thst Stato Liaison Officer apjxjint;.; 

tha Governor for tho iraplei^eiifcation of the national Historic Presarva. 

Pro-̂ ra.'3 i n Texas end have liecn entered into the !<'ational Uegistor of 

Historic Places, Senator John G. Tov̂ or and tha -anpropriata Renr<2.-.'; 

hava also been provided with t h i s infortoation. By copy of thi s I c t t 

State Liaison Officer, >ir. Truett L^tijner, Executive Diractor, Ti: :v 

Historical Survey Coniaitteo, Post Ofifico Box 12276, Capitol Station, 

Texas 70711, Jiaa likewise been notif i e . l . A le a f l e t explaining the 

Register is onclosed. 

Sincerely yours^ 

(Signed) 

Director 

Enclosures 

Entered i n the National Regi.stor 
UUL 1 4 1971 

cc; Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical ; 
Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Te; 

Also notified: United States Senate 
Hon, Joiin G. Tower 

Hoiise of Representative; 
Hon. O. C. Fisher 
Hon. Richard C. VThite 
Hon. Omar Burleson 
Hon. Jack Brooks 



Properties added t o the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

Mission San Lorenzo de l a Santa Cruz 

j F i r s t Protestant Church 
^-^United Church of Christ) 

Real County 
Camp Wood, Texas 

Comal County 
New Braunfels, Texas 

Hueco Tanks 

Fort McKavett H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Willi£ims (Sajnuel May) House 

Trueheart-Adriance Building 

El Paso County 
El Paso, Texas 

Menard County 
Fort McKavett, Texas 

Galveston County 
Galveston, Texas 

Galveston County 
Galveston, Texas 

-


