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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

I . NAME 
C O M M O r-J : 

DeWitt County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

Bounded by Nor th Gonzales, East L i v e Oak, No. C l i n t o n , 
C I T Y O R T O W N : East Courthouse 

Cuero 

Texas 77954 )48 

C O U N T Y : 

DeWitt 123 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

on 

ILi 

UJ 

<y-> 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict g ) Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

• Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

1 1 Being Considered 

STATUS 

IX Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservotion work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

^ Restricted 

I I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

I 1 Educationol 

I I Entertoinment 

r X Government 

I 1 Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

m Scientif ic 

Comments 

U . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
J W N E R ' S N A M E : 

DeWitt County 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

DeWitt County Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cuero Texas 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

DeWitt County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cuero 
6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EX IST ING SURVEYS 

T e x a s 048 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1966 • Federal S State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

TOR Wf^.cit I R t h . c i l - r ^ A i -
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n , T e x a s 048 

JAN 1 3 1971 f 



17. DESCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t K \ Good • Fo 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d g U n a l t e r e d 

(Check One) 

• Moved ; X O r i g i n o l S^te 

m 
m 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E ^ 

The DeWitt County Courthouse i s a t h r e e - s t o r y sands 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h a s i x - s t o r y clock tower. The sandstone i s j f i ^ f j ^ ^ 
r u s t i c a t e d throughout; the main f a b r i c i s o f a cream co^or. 
the t r i m of red sandstone. The b u i l d i n g i s Richardsoi^^n tlJAjlONlAL. 
Romanesque and the a r c h i t e c t , A. O. Watson, was s t r o n g l y 
fluenced by the Allegheny County Courthouse i n Pittsburc^_, 
Pennsylvania. The plan i s c e n t r a l and b a s i c a l l y square wittvLO 
f o u r corner p a v i l i o n s . The roof i s hipped and the main tower 
and the p a v i l i o n s have pyramidal r o o f s . The main facade consistii 
o f a recessed t r i p l e bay se c t i o n between f l a n k i n g p a v i l i o n s . 
The p a v i l i o n s are u n i t e d by a connecting arcaded one-story 
porch very s i m i l a r t o t h a t of the P i t t s b u r g h b u i l d i n g . The 
tower r i s e s behind the c e n t r a l bay, and i s also i n the s t y l e of 
Richardson's b u i l d i n g . The p a i r e d , s i n g l e pane, f i r s t s t o r y 
windows of the f r o n t and sides o f the DeWitt Coimty courthouse 
are set i n l a r g e arched openings w i t h stone transoms and a 
g r i l l i n f r o n t o f the glass i n the arched opening above. The 
windows a t the back, those i n the arcade, and the second s t o r y 
windows are one-over-one l i g h t double hung sash type w i t h stone 
l i n t e l s and s i n g l e pane transoms w i t h g r i l l s above. The 
scheme of window placement i n the p a v i l i o n s i s t h a t of one 
lar g e arched opening a t the f i r s t s t o r y , two trabeated windows 
a t the second s t o r y , and two trabeated windows set behind a 
four-bay arcade a t the t h i r d s t o r y . Balustrades define these 
arcades and are also used between the side arches and as a 
p r o t e c t i v e r a i l i n g above the main porch. The c l u s t e r e d columns 
of the porch are o f the squat Richardson type w i t h Romanesque 
Revival c a p i t a l s . The la r g e arches s p r i n g low and have rus­
t i c a t e d voussoirs f i n i s h e d w i t h a drip-mold a r c h i v o l t . A l l 
p r o j e c t i n g corners of the b u i l d i n g have decorative quoins of 
narrow s t o n e s — a l t e r n a t e l y placed on end (and extending three 
courses v e r t i c a l l y ) and on t h e i r sides. The p a v i l i o n s have 
engaged columns a t the corners a t the t h i r d s t o r y . The corners 
of the tower have rounded edges or r u s t i c a t e d engaged columns 
a t i t s f u l l height.The second, t h i r d and f o u r t h s t o r y windows of 
the tower are v e r t i c a l l y grouped under a c o l o s s a l arch. The 
four clock faces are simply and e f f e c t i v e l y framed by r a d i a t i n g 
r u s t i c a t e d voussoirs i n an i n s e t square panel. The top s t o r y 
i s open w i t h a three bay arcade. 

The 1956 the Guido Brothers Construction Company of San 
Antonio modernized the i n t e r i o r and c e n t r a l a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g 
and automatic e l e v a t o r s were i n s t a l l e d . 
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|6. SIGNIFICANCE 

l̂ECEiVEO 
jftN tiO 197 

NAUONAl 
REGISTEF 

Abor i g i n a l 

• P reh is to r ic 

• H i s t o r i c 

C}^ • A g r i c u l t u r e 

B A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

3 Commun ica t i ons 

] C o n s e r v a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~| P r e - C o l u m b i o n 1 • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • ' 7 t h Centu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

S C 19th Centu ry 

• 20 th Centu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS. O F S I G N I F I C A N C E CC/iecJt One Or More «s .Approp r ia te ; 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

J E ng inee r i ng 

1 1 Indus t r y 

3 I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

1 1 Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i a n 

• T h e o t e r 

]] T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

' I I Urban Plonning 

• Other (Specify) 

The DeWitt County Courthouse i s a l a t e n ineteenth century 
Texas b u i l d i n g s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by H. H. Richardson's 
Allegheny County Courthouse (1884-88) i n P i t t s b u r g h , Pennsylvan 
The county i s i n south c e n t r a l Texas and was created i n 1846 
out o f p a r t s of Gonzales, Goliad, V i c t o r i a counties. The 
area approximated t h a t o f the o r i g i n a l 1825 Mexican grant t o 
Empresario Green DeWitt. 

The courthouse i s l o c a t e d a t Cuero, the present county 
seat of DeWitt County. Cuero, named f o r nearby Cuero Creek, 
had been o r i g i n a l l y p r o j e c t e d as a town i n 1842, but i t s 
establishment was unsuccessful a t t h a t time. "Cuero" i s the 
Spanish t r a n s l a t i o n of the I n d i a n word f o r "hides". Cuero 
was f i n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d by John C. French and Gustav Schleicher 
who l a i d o f f a town i n January, 1873, t o serve as the terminus 
of the Gulf, Western, and P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d . T h i r t y years of 
b i t t e r feuding between towns had passed before Cuero was 
chosen as county seat i n 1876. Between 1846 and 1876 the 
county records were moved a t l e a s t f o u r times. Three expectant 
towns b u i l t courthouses of v a r y i n g permanency. C l i n t o n h e l d 
the county seat from 1840 u n t i l 1876, when the f i n a l move 
was made t o Cuero, The Commissioners pa i d $1,100 t o move 
and r e p a i r the fotmer frame C l i n t o n courthouse t o the s i t e of 
the present courthouse i n Cuero. 

This b u i l d i n g bumed A p r i l 8, 1894, and the D. W. Nash 
School was rented f o r temporary q u a r t e r s . Bonds f o r $70,000 
were issued and a c o n t r a c t awarded t o A, 0,, Watson of A u s t i n 
t o design and c o n s t r u c t a new b u i l d i n g and t o include f u m i ­
t u r e f o r o f f i c e s and courtrooms. The b u i l d i n g was completed 
by b u i l d e r Eugene Heiner of Houston i n 1896. 

The c i t y o f Cuero was on an immigrant r o u t e . Germans 
c o n s t i t u t e d the m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n by 1860. I n 1940 
75% o f the wh i t e p o p u l a t i o n was of German e x t r a c t i o n . 

Recorded Texas H i .q t n r i r-

l a . 

Landmark - 1966. 



[ 9 . MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Hi tchcock , H, R, The A r c h i t e c t u r e o f H, H, Richardson 
and His Times. Cambridge, 1961 

Webb, Wal ter P . , ed . Handbook o f Texas. A u s t i n , 1952 
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Texas S ta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee — Marker F i l e s . 
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW  

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 ° 05 • 30 • 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

97 ° 17 ' 18 " 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 . 2 6 i t T f l 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T y f t D R y y t W t A l l N D A I 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

VL FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME AND TITLE: waync B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 12-29-70 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

105 West 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA 1 ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to theA;riteria and procedures set 

forth by the National PacWService. The recommer 

level of significance oKuhis nomination is: 

National • Btale XSl J Lo 

Name 

Title .qt;=)t<a T . i R i s n n n f f i c p - r 

Bate January 15, 1971 

Texas 78711 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

td/lAA/iM/ 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

De W i t t 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R oy rE 

r A'NPVIOR H I S T O R I C : 

De W i t t County Courthovae 

2. LOCATION 

u S T R E E T A N D NUM B E R : u Bounded by N o r t h Gonza le s , Eas t L i v e Oak, N o r t h C l i n t o n , Eas t 

Q£ 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cuero 
Cour thouse 

1- S T A T E : 

Texas 
CODE C O U N T Y : 

De W i t t 
C O D E 

</> 
Texas 048 De W i t t i 2 J 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

lU 

UJ 

United States De partment of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
1:24000 

DATE: 1 9 5 8 , 1 9 6 0 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

\ . Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #2997-121 
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Bon. Uoyd 
Onited s tJ i t»» ^csuata 

Wc asa pleaux^c t o I r . fo ra yoii t h s t feho h l e t c r i c p r o p « r t l « s l i s t e d oa 

tho cccXosurct hdvd uo;:di;;j&tc«L lî y the £ t&te Li^tiaoa O f f i c e r dif-x^oint^^d 

bj- tha Covemojr f o t tha ic:pl€7aaat»tion o£ t h * i^fcloaai h i s t o r i c r'reaer-

va t ion Prograa i n Toitas a;i<J '««V9 fc«©a (sintered i n t o t l ia Katio»aX P ^ j i e t c r 

i 

o f H i s to r i c Placos. Seiaator John C. Tcv«r anU tl ie « i , p r o r r i * t « 

Rfti.'rciMintativea hava also ht̂ aa rrovldo<3 v i t h t h i o inConsation. Jiy 

copy o£ t h i a l e t t e r ^ tha Ctata Liaisoa C f f i c o r , Kr . Yxuctt Latia^rrr 

Excoutlve D i r t f c to r , Taaaa Stat* h i s t o r i c a l Surv«y Ooaaitteo, J'ost O f f i c e 

Uox X2276, Cap i to l S ta t ioa , Auet ia , Texas 7&711, has l ikewise fc*en 

n o t i f i e d . A. l e a f l e t explaining ths Hatlonal Ra9ist6r i s eacloeed. 
* S l r cc r e ly ycvura. 

Di rec to r 

iLjitercd i n the f ':aticnal fr^:gistar 

cct Kr . Truet t l A t i a o r , Executive Di rec tor , Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
C<xaEiittee, Ĵ DSt O f f i c e liox 12276, Cap i to l S ta t ion , Aus t in , Texas 7S711 

House o f Representatives 
Also n o t i f i e d I Hon. John R. Tower Ken. Ray Roberts 

Vsd.a.Kington, £/. C. Hon. tJOi> CAeey 



Properties added to the Katlonal Esgieter of Historic Places 

Tr.XA3 

Dsvbsrry (CX>1. John) Hoass 

Dsiritt Ccmnty Coorthoasa 

Ths 1834 Horaston Coteoa Exohaag* 
Building 

Saith Couaty 
teasleyilist Tsxas 

DeU'itt County 
Cuero, Texas 

Barria County 
lioustoa, Texas 

•3 



t;̂AY 1 0 1971 

H30-HR 

JCr. Truett L-atltaer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Survey CoHimittea 
Post Office Hox 12276 
Capitol StatiOM 
Austin, Tejias 7G711 

Dear Mr. hutSnert 
- • • • > 

Ue are pleased to infom you tlmt t h ^ historic properties l i s t e d on 

tlie enclosure have been placed on the National Pagistcr of Historic 

Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and Jo)m G. Tower and the appropriate 

Representatives are being Infor:-.:.'.!. A l e a f l e t explaining the National 

Register ia enclosed for each of tha property owners. Flcaso withhold 

any publicity on this u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of.the 

Congressional corrosporidence. 

Sincerely yours, 

(^bigaedj. 

Director 

^^oiofn^^ t3AY 6 1971 

ratcred i n the s:atior,al Register 

c c : 

PDHerrick:nun 4/16/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Pro;>ertie» ackJed to the Katioaal Register of Biatoric Places 

TE:<AS 

Dewbexry (Col. John) House saith County 
Tcaclevlilo, Texas 

^ '^^ 'y Courthouse DeWitt County 
Cuero, Texas 

Tha 1S84 Houaeoa Cottoa Exchange Harris County 
houstx>a, Texas 


