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G i l l e s p i e County 
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C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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5. LOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Freder i cksburg T e x a s 048 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas Sta te H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1967 • F e d e r a l State • Coun ty • L o c o l 
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T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y C o m m i t t e e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
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A u s t i n T e x a s 048 ^ 

Pi ; 



| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 
Excellent • Good • Fair 

( C h e c k O n e J 

I I Deteriorated • Ruins \~~\ Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• Altered ^ Unolte red 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( l l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

(Check One) X , \ 

n Moved ^ Origiftol Site 

The second G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse was const ted i n 
1881-1882 by A l f r e d G i l e s , a notable San Antonio architect^,(^\ 
The two-story limestone s t r u c t u r e s i t u a t e d i n the court^,use, AJVJ 
square has an H-plan w i t h entrances on a l l four facades.V )Ph^' 
n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s and the east and west e l e v a t i o n s are 
i d e n t i c a l . The b u i l d i n g , of n a t i v e limestone, i s constructed 
i n a rough-faced ashlar stone w i t h quions, the b e l t course and 
l i n t e l s of smooth-faced ashlar. The o l d courthouse has a 
gabled r o o f w i t h gable-ends surmounting the p r o j e c t i n g , p a v i l i o n 
l i k e sections of the b u i l d i n g . The elaborate and generously 
pro p o r t i o n e d cornice has a cavetto mold, very large s c r o l l -
shaped m o d i l l i o n s , a corona, a f i l l e t and a crown mold composed 
of a cyma r e c t a and a f i l l e t . The r o o f , sheathed w i t h standing-
seam t i n , has ornamental ironwork along the ridg e poles and 
a c r e t e r i a - l i k e wooden decoration at the peak of each gable-end. 
Small, round-headed dormers are located on each side of the 
c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n on the east and west facades and on each side 
of the round-headed gable on the n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s . 

The n o r t h e l e v a t i o n which faces Main S t r e e t , i s a thr e e -
p a r t compostition w i t h end p a v i l i o n s and a one-story porch 
across the c e n t r a l block. The porch which j o i n s the two end 
p a v i l i o n s i s supported by p a i r s of columns on p l i n t h blocks 
w i t h c a p i t a l s and three r a i s e d panels on the columns themselves. 
The porch has a cornice w i t h m o d i l l i o n s and a d e l i c a t e cast-
i r o n balustrade above. The doorway has double, s o l i d doors w i t h 
s i x r a i s e d panels i n each door, and a transom above. The b e l t 
course at what would be the s p r i n g - l i n e of the doorway's l i n t e l 
arch forms the lower element of the smooth-faced hood-like 
l i n t e l w i t h p r o j e c t i n g keystone. A s i n g l e , two-over-two,double 
hung sash window, the type of f e n e s t r a t i o n used throughout the 
b u i l d i n g , i s on each side of the entrance. The second f l o o r 
c e n t r a l s e c t i o n o f the o l d courthouse b u i l d i n g i s d i v i d e d by 
f i v e windows. The c e n t r a l window of the composition has a 
smooth-faced, hood-like shouldered-arch, w h i l e the p a i r s of 
windows f l a n k i n g the c e n t r a l aperture have segmental, hood-like 
l i n t e l s w i t h keystones. A l l windows on both f l o o r s are j o i n e d 
by a b e l t course at the s p r i n g - l i n e of the window arches. Above 
the c e n t r a l window i s a round-headed gable w i t h a roundal aper
t u r e w i t h an i r o n g r i l l and a s t a r medallion. The p a v i l i o n 
ends of the n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s have two segmental arch 
windows on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a double window w i t h fan l i g h t 

above on the second f l o o r . Q u a t r e f o i l roundals w i t h round 
l i n t e l s and keystones are i n the gables. 

The east and west e l e v a t i o n s have a c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n w i t h 
a one-story porch, repeating the cnlumn arrangpmpnh and dessign 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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of the n o r t h and south facade porches. The double entrance w i t h 
transom repeats the design of the no r t h and south entrances also. 
Two shouldered-arch windows are above the c e n t r a l doorway. The 
wa l l s f l a n k i n g the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n s e c t i o n have two segmental, 
hood-arch windows on the f i r s t and second f l o o r . A s i n g l e 
chimney i s located t o the r i g h t of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n on the 
west facade and chimneys are loc a t e d on each side of the c e n t r a l 
p a v i l i o n of the east facade. The chimney stacks, of smooth-faced 
ashlar-cut limestone, have a cornice cap and the s h a f t i s d i v i d e d 
by a molding comprised o f a cyma r e c t a and a f i l l e t . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The f i r s t G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse, comple^^dl-^in:" 1855, 
was a two-story limestone b u i l d i n g w i t h a g a l l e r y i n f r o n t , 
two rooms downstairs, and a courtroom u p s t a i r s . 

I n 1881, the county commissioners decided t h a t a new court 
house was necessary. A co m p e t i t i o n was he l d w i t h a f i f t y 
d o l l a r p r i z e f o r the best p l a n f o r a two-story courthouse. 
Requirements o f the courthouse as l i s t e d by the commissioners 
were: s i x rooms and two v a u l t s downstairs and a large c o u r t 
room and two o f f i c e s u p s t a i r s . Provisions f o r heating and 
v e n t i l a t i o n were requested. Two a r c h i t e c t s submitted plans 
but County Judge W i l l i a m Wahrmund and the G i l l e s p i e County 
Commissioners chose those of A l f r e d Giles of San Antonio and 
commissioned him on November 28, 1881. 

Mr. Giles received a fee of one thousand d o l l a r s . The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t r a c t went t o John Heinen and James Courtney 
f o r twenty-three thousand d o l l a r s . To finance the new b u i l d -

i i g , seventeen thousand acres o f school land i n West Texas 
were sold. 

Mr. Giles requested t h a t the best of m a t e r i a l s be used 
throughout the b u i l d i n g . Limestone f o r the foundation and 
w a l l s came from Dietz Quarries two and a h a l f miles northwest 
of town. John Dechert Quarries near Luckenbach supplied the 
white limestone f o r the t r i m . Heavy double doors w i t h r a i s e d 
panels set i n molding were made f o r the four entrances and the 
u p s t a i r s courtroom. Copper was used f o r d i s t i n c t i v e locks and 
doorknobs, the l a t t e r showing a i n t e r e s t i n g hummingbird design 
The handsom b u i l d i n g completed i n 1882 set i n a c i t y square 
w i t h grass and t r e e s , d i s p l a y s an excellence i n design and 
craftsmanship. 

I n 1939 the present courthouse was constructed and the 
o l d courthouse was, f o r twenty-seven years, used as o f f i c e s 
and storage f o r numerous- o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n 1967 the s t r u c t u r e 
was r e s t o r e d and now houses the Pioneer Memorial L i b r a r y w i t h 
a community meeting h a l l on the upper f l o o r . The o l d G i l l e s p i e 
County Courthouse was r e s t o r e d through the gene r o s i t y of Mr. & 
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Mrs. Eugene McDermott, 
a r c h i t e c t . 

M i l t o n M. Moseley was the r e s t o r a t i o n 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1967 
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Texas Stote Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Truett Latimer 

txecuiiie Direcfor 

December 7, 1970 

Dr. W i l l i a m Murtagh 
Keeper of the Na t i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

On the Nat i o n a l Register submission f o r the Old G i l l e s p i e 
County Courthouse, the common name was i n c o r r e c t l y l i s t e d 
as the "McDermott B u i l d i n g . " I t i s requested t h a t t h i s 
e n t r y be changed t o the "Fredericksburg Memorial L i b r a r y . " 

Sinc e r e l y , 

Gary L . Hiome 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

GLH/sb 

DEC 0 1970 

STATE AGENCY FOR HISTORICAL RECORDATION, APPRECIATION, MARKING, PRESERVATION, AND SURVEYS (RAMPS) 
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' r . T r u o c t L i t l n t i r 
t :: " ra t i ' . ' J r e c t o r 

Ltiai ! ; ; i . r co rLca l Survey Corrralttao 
r o o t H'fic^^ Sox 1227G 
C • • i : . o i S t n t i ' i n 
A^ ^Ui : . , 7..711 

0>.-̂ ar ' i r . r,.Atl--.?r: 

' • ' aro -^ii^ '^v 1 t o l i i f o r u you t n a t t i i o h i s t o r i c p ropor t i a .q l l - s t c d on 

. .' Mclo : j r . ! . 'iivo p lacod <»n taa N a t i o n a l / l o ^ i s t o r o f " l i ^ t c r i c 

r l . iC" . ' : . ~L:aators J.loyJ Snjntson and Joiin G. Tov-or and t h o a y n r o n r l a t o 

L . .^^'-nt.i t lvr- ' j nro b c i m i n f o r r i j c d . A l e a f l e t i - x . ^ l a i n i n r t h e N a t i o n a l 

^•; i . ' :ccr .Ir: •-•nclo.sed f o r each o f tXxn r ro r - ' c r ty ov/nors. Please w i t h h o l - l 

a. 'diwif-Y on t n i a u n t i l you havo r ece ived a carbon cot^y o f t h « 

•Jo.i ; ro3?ilonal corrcsTXjndoncQ. 

Sincerely yours. 
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P. 0*1. MMitsoMfjr, J r . , M.S. 
SpMi«l AaaistaDt to Cho ChuMllor 
XIM UulvorslCy of Tozss Syotoft 
Auoelo, XoxM 7S712 

i)Mur lir. 

Thia lettor U 1B rMfOua to x«ir rsqvMC of May 17, that tha 
M courthouaa In Fradarlduibaxg l»a racordad aa tba MaDaiwatt BMlMlag. 
c 
^ Tha ilatloaaJL Kagiatar Iirrcatory-^aii^nation fom vaa aabalttad to 
< aur offlca vith the aceoniiaaylng roqoaat that tha prapercy ba 
g liatad tmdar Ita proaaat aaM. tha Pradarlekaburt HaMrlal Library. 

Aoy wMllflcatioaa to a liatiat in tha Natloaal Bceiatar mat flrat 
^ Mat tha appraral af tha praaanratios affiaar la ̂  Stata. Aftar 

raMivlng yaur lattar. wa eaatactod tha Stata Llalaaa Officer la 
u Taxaa* Mr. Traatt Latlaar, Exaeutlva Director. Texaa Stata Hlatorlcal 
w Sarvey Coaialttaa. Foot Of flee Box 12276, Caplcol Statloa, Aaatln. 
PQ Teaaa 7&711, aad loforMd hln of year raquaat. Ua eould aeo oo 

raaaon «d)y tha eourthouoa, preaastly liatad ea the fradarlckaburc 
liHMrial Library, could oat alao Include the reaterad aaM of tha 
Mtfafatt Buildingi therefore, w ^ 1 1 afflclally l l a t tha building 

^ aa tha Pradan^aburg Masorlal Library (UcDaraett Building). 

3 Ifa eppraelate your Intereat In thla property and truat that thlo 
;̂  Hating la agreeable with you. 

Slacerely youra. 

WlHlaai J . Murtagh 
Keeper of the Natloaal 

Baglatar 

cc: 
Mr. Truett Latlaar, ExecutlYe Director, Texaa State Hlatorlcal 
Survey Cosalttee, Poat Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, 
Auatin, Texaa 78711 w-cy/lnc. 

Director, Southwest Region w-cy/inc. 



O F F I C E O F T H E C H A N C E L L O R 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78712 

May 17, 19 71 

Dr. E. Allen Connally 
Department of Archeology 

Research 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
I n t e r i o r Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Doctor Connally: 

I t has been brought to my at t e n t i o n that there is a 
p o s s i b i l i t y of the recently restored courthouse i n Fredericks 
burg, Texas being o f f i c i a l l y recorded as the Pioneer Court
house and/or Building. I t was my pleasure to serve as the 
Chairman of the Board to restore t h i s fine b u i l d i n g . The 
minutes of the Board and the action of the Commissioners' 
Court of Gillespie County recognized and approved the design 
of the Building as the McDermott Building. In addition, t h i s 
recognition has been repeatedly and appropriately recognized 
by the press of Fredericksburg and the State of Texas. 

I hope that i n your o f f i c i a l capacity you w i l l be able 
to assure me that the b u i l d i n g w i l l be recorded with i t s 
proper name--McDermott Building. 

Sincerely yours. 

P. O'B. Montgomery, J r . , M.D. 
Special Assistant to the 

Chancellor 
The University of Texas System 

1005 F i r s t National Bank Bldg., Dallas, Texas 75202 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 
Truttt Latimer 

Eitcutive Director 

June 22, 1971 

Dr. W i l l i a m Murtagh 
Keeper of the Nat i o n a l Register 
801 19th S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear B i l l : 

Further i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the naming of the restored courthouse 
b u i l d i n g i n Fredericksburg, Texas, has revealed several matters 
worthy of c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The renaming of the b u i l d i n g t o 
Fredericksburg Memorial L i b r a r y (McDermott B u i l d i n g ) should be 
followed by h i s t o r i c name r e v i s i o n of G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse 
(1882) as there i s also a newer county courthouse. 

As revised the l i s t i n g should read: 

Fredericksburg Memorial L i b r a r y (McDermott B u i l d i n g ) 
G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse (1882) 

! t t Latimer 
Lte L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

TLrsbd 
cc: P. O'B. Montgomery, J r . , M.D. 

Special A s s i s t a n t t o the 
Chancellor 

The U n i v e r s i t y of Texas System 
Aus t i n , Texas 78712 

County Judge 
G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse 
Fredericksburg, Taxas 78624 

JUL 1 1971 



O F F I C E O F T H E C H A N C E L L O R 

T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F T E X A S S Y S T E M 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712 

July 2, 19 71 

Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 

Committee 
Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Truett: 

I apologize f o r w r i t i n g to you again concerning the restored 
Fredericksburg Courthouse. The correct designation of the 
bui l d i n g is The McDermott Building. This name was o f f i c i a l l y 
given to the b u i l d i n g by the Board which restored the building 
through the generosity of the McDermotts. The name was then 
approved by the Commissioners' Court of Gillespie County. 

On the f i r s t f l o o r of the bu i l d i n g i s the Pioneer Memorial 
Library. This is the only public l i b r a r y i n Gillespie County. 
To my knowledge, there is no Fredericksburg Memorial Library 
as indicated i n your l e t t e r of June 22. The second f l o o r 
is o f f i c i a l l y designated as Milam Hall i n honor of Mrs. McDermott's 
mother. 

I would very much appreciate i t i f you and Mr. Murtagh could 
agree with the Board f o r Restoration of the Courthouse and 
with the Commissioners' Court of Gillespie County i n register
ing the bu i l d i n g by i t s o f f i c i a l name, i . e . . The McDermott 
BuiIding. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

P. O'B. Montgomery, J r . , M.D. 
Special Assistant to the 

Chancellor 
The University of Texas System 

POBM:sm 

cc: Dr. William Murtagh 
Judge Victor Sagebiel 


