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The second Gillespie County Courthouse was const qted in

1881-1882 by Alfred Giles, a notable San Antonio archifect ‘%\‘\?’

The two-story 11mestone structure situated in the cour gsew\Nﬁ

identical. The bulldlng, of native limestone, is constructed

in a rough-faced ashlar stone with quions, the belt course and |

lintels of smooth-faced ashlar. The old courthouse has a
gabled<;99§-With gable-ends surmounting the projecting, pavilion
like sections of the building. The elaborate and generously
proportioned cornice has a cavetto mold, very large scroll-
shaped modillions, a corona, a fillet and a crown mold composed
of a cyma recta and a fillet. The roof, sheathed with standing-
seam tin, has ornamental ironwork along the ridge poles and ..
acreteria-like wooden decoration at the peak of each gable-end.
Small, round-headed dormers are located on each side of the
central pavilion-on the east and west facades and on each side
of the round-headed gable on the north and south elevations.

The north elevation which faces Main Street, is a three-
part compostition with end pavilions and a one-story porch
across the central block. The porch which joins the two end
pavilions is supported by pairs of columns on plinth blocks
with capitals and three raised panels on the columns themselves.
The porch has a cornice with modillions and a delicate cast-
iron balustrade above. The doorway has double, solid doors with
six raised panels in each door, and a transom above. The belt
course at what would be the spring-line of the doorway's lintel
arch forms the lower element of the smooth-faced hood-like
lintel with projecting keystone. A single, two-over-two,double
hung sash window, the type of fenestration used throughout the
building, is on each side of the entrance. The second floor
central section of the old courthouse building is divided by
five windows. The central window of the composition has a
smooth-faced, hood-like shouldered-arch, while the pairs of
windows flanking the central aperture have segmental, hood-like
lintels with keystones. All windows on both floors are joined
by a belt course at the spring-line of the window arches. Above
the central window is a round-headed gable with a roundal aper-
ture with an iron grill and. a star medallion. The pavilion
ends of the north and south elevations have two segmental arch
windows on the first floor, and a double window with fan light
above on the second floor. Quatrefoil roundals with round
lintels and keystones are in' the gables.

The east and west elevations have a central pavilion with
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of the north and south facade porches. The double entrance with
transom repeats the design of the north and south entrances also.
Two shouldered-arch windows are above the central doorway. The
walls flanking the central pavilion section have two segmental,
hood-arch windows on the first and second floor. A single
chimney is located to the right of the central pavilion on the
west facade and chimneys are located on each side of the central
pavilion of the east facade. The chimney stacks, of smooth-faced
ashlar-cut limestone, have a cornice cap and the shaft is divided
by a molding comprised of a cyma recta and a fillet.
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The first Gillespie County Courthouse, comple
was a two-story limestone building with a gallery in front,
two rooms downstairs, and a courtroom upstairs.

In 1881, the county commissioners decided that a new court
house was necessary. A competltlon was held with a fifty
dollar prize for the best plan for a two-story courthouse.
Requirements of the courthouse as listed by the commissioners
were: six rooms and two vaults downstairs and a large court-
room and two offices upstairs. Provisions for heating and
ventilation were requested. Two architects submitted plans
but County Judge William Wahrmund and the Gillespie County
Commissioners chose those of Alfred Giles of San Antonio and
commissioned him on November 28, 1881.

Mr. Giles received a fee of one thousand dollars. The
construction contract went to John Heinen and James Courtney
for twenty-three thousand dollars. To finance the new build-
ing, seventeen thousand acres of school land in West Texas
were sold.

Mr. Giles requested that the best of materials be used
throughout the building. Limestone for the foundation and
walls came from Dietz Quarries two and a half miles northwest
of town. John DechertQuarries near Luckenbach supplied the
white limestone for the trim. Heavy double doors with raised
panels set in molding were made for the four entrances and the
upstairs courtroom. Copper was used for distinctive locks and
doorknobs, the latter showing a interesting hummingbird design.
The handsom building completed in 1882 set in a city square
with grass and trees, displays an excellence in design and
craftsmanship. Sy .

In 1939 the present courthouse was constructed and the
old courthouse was, for twenty-seven years, used as offices
and storage for numerous:organizations. In 1967 the : structure
was restored and now houses the Pioneer Memorial Library with
a community meetlng hall on the upper floor. The old Gillespie

T

County Courthouse was restored through the generosity of Mr. &
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Mrs. Eugene McDermott.
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee marker files.

Mueller, Esther L. Dedication: Gillespie County Courthouse.
May 7, 1967. Booklet.
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer

Executive Director

December 7, 1970

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
On the National Register submission for the 0ld Gillespie
County Cour thouse, the common name was incorrectly listed

as the "McDermott Building." It is requested that this
entry be changed to the "Fredericksburg Memorial Library."

Sincerely, :
//;jfé?L. Hume

Architectural Historian

GLH/sb

STATE AGENCY FOR HISTORICAL RECORDATION, APPRECIATION, MARKING, PRESERVATION, AND SURVEYS (RAMPS)
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any mublicity on this until you have received a carbon cony of the
Conressional corresvondenca.
Sincerely yours,
Siguea,
Director

Lacionures

MAR 1 1 1971
Lered fa tha datlonal Register 00 .,
ce:
IR 3/4/71 SMarusin:naf §Q§IC FILE RETAINED IN R

R 3

T ]

N e

W



Proverties adied to the National Reqgister of pristoric Placos
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H34-HR ~ JUN 15 1971

P. 0'B, Montgemery, Jr., M.D.
Special Assistant to the Chancellor
The University of Texas System
Austin, Texas 78712

Dear Lr, Eontgomery:

nnmu:uhmnmmuu_«mu.mm_
courthouse in Fredericksburg be recorded as the MeDermott Buildiag.

The Hational Register Inventory-Nomination forw was submitted to
our office with the accompanying request that the preperty be
listed under its present name, the Fredericksburg Memerisl Library.
Any wodifications to a listing in the National Register wust first
meet the approval of the preservation officer in the State. After
receiving your letter, we comtacted the State Liaison Officer ia
Texas, Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical
Survey Comwittee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitel Station, Austin,
Texas 78711, and informed him of your request. He could see no
reason why the courthouse, presently listed as the ¥

Hemorial Library, could not alse include the réstored name of the
HeDermett Building; therefore, ww shall officially list the

a8 the Fredericksburg Memorial Library (McDermott Building).

We appreciate your interest iu this property and trust that this
listing is agreesble with you.

Sincerely yours,

2

Keeper of the Natiomal
Register

cct :

Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical
Survey Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Statiom,
Austin, Texas 78711 w-cy/ime.

Director, Southwest Regliom w-ey/ine.
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OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

May 17, 1971

Dr. E. Allen Connally

Department of Archeology
Research

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Interior Building

Washington, D.C.

Dear Doctor Connally:

It has been brought to my attention that there is a
possibility of the recently restored courthouse-in Fredericks-
burg, Texas being officially recorded as the Pioneer Court-
house and/or Building. It was my pleasure to serve as the
Chairman of the Board to restore this fine building. The
minutes of the Board and the action of the Commissioners'
Court of Gillespie County recognized and approved the design
of the Building as the McDermott Building. In addition, this
recognition has been repeatedly and appropriately recognized
by the press of Fredericksburg and the State of Texas.

I hope that in your official capacity you will be able
to assure me that the building will be recorded with its
proper name--McDermott Building.

Sincerely yours,

P, QA Montgomery, Jr ;3 MsD.

Special Assistant to the
Chancellor

The University of Texas System

1005 First National Bank Bldg., Dallas, Texas 75202
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Lotimer
Executive Director

June 22, 1971

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Bill:

Further investigation into the naming of the restored courthouse
building in Fredericksburg, Texas, has revealed several matters
worthy of consideration. The renaming of the building to
Fredericksburg Memorial Library (McDermott Building) should be
followed by historic name revision of Gillespie County Courthouse
(1882) as there is also a newer county courthouse.

As revised the listing should read:

Fredericksburg Memorial Library (McDermott Building)
Gillespie County Courthouse (1882)

ett Latimer
State Liaison Officer

TL:sbd
e P, O!'B.o’Montgamery, Jro.: MoD.
Special Assistant to the
Chancellor
The University of Texas System
Austin, Texas 78712

County Judge
Gillespie County Courthouse
Fredericksburg, T2xas 78624

197



OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SYSTEM
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

July 2, 1971

Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Survey
Committee

Box 12276

Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Truett:

I apologize for writing to you again concerning the restored
Fredericksburg Courthouse. The correct designation of the
building is The McDermott Building. This name was officially
given to the building by the Board which restored the building
through the generosity of the McDermotts. The name was then
approved by the Commissioners' Court of Gillespie County.

On the first floor of the building is the Pioneer Memorial

Library. This is the only public library in Gillespie County.

To my knowledge, there is no Fredericksburg Memorial Library

as indicated in your letter of June 22. The second floor

is officially designated as Milam Hall in honor of Mrs. McDermott's
mother.

I would very much appreciate it if you and Mr. Murtagh could
agree with the Board for Restoration of the Courthouse and
with the Commissioners' Court of Gillespie County in register-
ing the building by its official name, i.e., The McDermott
Building.

Very truly yours,

e !

P. O'B. Montgomery, Jr., M.D.

Special Assistant to the
Chancellor

The University of Texas System

POBM:sm

cc: Dr. William Murtagh
Judge Victor Sagebiel



