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A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

L O C A T I O N 
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Hous ton 
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3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

ce. 
\-

CATEGORY 
("Check One; 

• Distr ict ^ Building 

• Site • Structurs 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Public 

g ] Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

] Being Considered 

STATUS 

I I Occupied 

IS Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 

in progress 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

J3 Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

J t r No 

PRESENT USE CC/iec/t One Or Afore as Appropriale; 

I I Agriculturol 

3 Commercial 

1 I Educational 

[ 1 Entertainment 

1 I Government 

1 I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

1 I Museum 

• Park 

I I Private Residence 

[ I Religious 

1 1 Scientif ic 

I I Tronsportafion CH Comments 

S Other (Specify) 

v a c a n t 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 

t 
3 

— O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

LU 
M r . S t e p h e n Panos 

LU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

m 902 Peden 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

H o u s t o n T e x a s 048 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Hous ton C i t y H a l l ; Tax O f f i c e 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hous ton 

[ 6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y ^ x V < ^ ^ . L L O V K 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Texas 048 
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17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good fC] F o i r 

( C h e c * Ono^ 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins • Unexpqs 

fChecfc OneJ 

K A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) ^ 

• Moved ( g O r i g i n a j I i M e 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Old Cotton Exchange or Merchants' Exchange B u i l d i 
i s located a t 202 Travis S t r e e t , on the southwest corner of 
Travis and F r a n k l i n s t r e e t s , adjacent t o The Old Market Square, 
an area o f stores, r e s t a u r a n t s and taverns i n l a t e nineteenth 
century s t r u c t u r e s . The s i t e f o r t h i s e l a b o r a t e l y decorated 
b r i c k V i c t o r i a n commercial s t r u c t u r e was purchased i n 1883 f o r 
$12,200. Eugene Heiner was designated a r c h i t e c t f o r the 
Exchange b u i l d i n g and sent east t o inspect s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e s 
and s e l e c t b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . His plans were accepted January 
4, 1884; by March, $40,000 was r a i s e d and the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
c o n t r a c t was l e t t o Max Kosse. On June 9, 1884, the corner
stone was l a i d . 

The s t r u c t u r e was completed by November 15, 1884, and was 
described i n a Sunday, May 4, 1884, Houston Post a r t i c l e as 
being i n "modern renaissance s t y l e of a r c h i t e c t u r e . " The 
a r t i c l e describes the b u i l d i n g as a t h r e e - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e on 
a r a i s e d basement, "of red pressed b r i c k , ornamented (with) 
colored b r i c k such as b u f f , black, white: and blue of the same 
q u a l i t y and trimmed w i t h n a t u r a l stone." The pediment of the 
s t r u c t u r e was topped w i t h a bale o f c o t t o n surrounded by a 
crown. 

According t o F i f t y Years a Cotton Exchange, published by 
the Exchange i n 1924, the t r a d i n g f l o o r occupied an upper f l o o r 
Contemporary newspaper d e s c r i p t i o n s o f the b u i l d i n g i n d i c a t e 
t h a t the t r a d i n g f l o o r occupied the second and t h i r d f l o o r s 
and was two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t . 

About 1907, the b u i l d i n g was remodelled. The t r a d i n g f l o o i 
was moved t o the f i r s t f l o o r , a f o u r t h f l o o r was added and the 
entrance was changed from the center o f the Travis S t r e e t 
facade t o the south corner of the same facade. I t would seem 
t h a t these changes took place i n 1907, f o r the Exchange borrowed 
money and s o l d some o f i t s p r o p e r t y a t t h a t time. The Houston 
C i t y D i r e c t o r y also l i s t s occupants f o r f o u r t h f l o o r o f f i c e s 
i n the Cotton Exchange B u i l d i n g . 

The e l a b o r a t e l y decorated b r i c k facade contains a wealth 
of V i c t o r i a n brickwork and stonework. The Travis and F r a n k l i n 
s t r e e t facades d i v i d e the b u i l d i n g i n t o a f i r s t f l o o r and then 
a piano n o b i l e f l o o r , c o n s i s t i n g of the second and t h i r d f l o o r s . 
The mo r e recent f o u r t h f l o o r has lower c e i l i n g heights and 
p l a i n e r , less pleasing decoration. The Travis S t r e e t e l e v a t i o n 
i s d i v i d e d i n t o three bays w i t h a large segmental arched aper
t u r e i n the center bay, which o r i g i n a l l y marked the main 
entrance. A round-headed arch w i t h a "romanesque r e v i v a l " 
double window w i t h a roundal above terminates the o r i g i n a l 
decorative scheme f o r the c e n t r a l bay. The round-heaHef^ amh, 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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7. (cont'd) 
f i r s t f l o o r segmental arches, and the f i r s t f l o o r p i l a s t e r s have 
a l t e r n a t i n g bands of b r i c k and dressed stone w i t h a gouged, 
f o l i a t e d p a t t e r n . 

P i l a s t e r s separate the windows i n the f l a n k i n g bays on the 
Travis S t r e e t facade. The f i r s t f l o o r has segmental stone arches 
w i t h keystones, and the present entrance has a large segmental 
arch extending the w i d t h of the bay. P i l a s t e r s which run the 
hei g h t of the second and t h i r d f l o o r s are b r i c k w i t h stone p l i n t h s 
and copins stones. The c a p i t a l s are a V i c t o r i a n rendering of 
the I o n i c order. Windows on the second and t h i r d f l o o r s are 
framed w i t h dressed stone. Those on the second f l o o r have pe d i -
mental l i n t e l s and those on the t h i r d f l o o r have segmental arch 
l i n t e l s . 

The cornice above the f o u r t h f l o o r of the s t r u c t u r e i s o f 
galvanized i r o n supported by p a i r s of brackets above the p i l a s t e r ^ 
There i s a p l a i n b r i c k parapet above the cornice. 

The F r a n k l i n S t r e e t facade continues the decorative scheme 
of the Travis S t r e e t e l e v a t i o n w i t h the facade on t h i s e l e v a t i o n 
d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e bays. The rear and south side e l e v a t i o n s are 
undecorated b r i c k covered w i t h stucco. 

The Old Houston Cotton Exchange i s vacant and at the present 
time there are plans f o r the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e by 
a Houston h i s t o r i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 



(6. SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD fcJieck One or More am Approfviate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i o n I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • I 7 t h Centu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

S 19 ' l i Cen tu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE<SI (If Applicable and Known) 1884 

on 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or More a a Apftrapriale) 

Abor i g i n o l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

n A g r i c u l t u r e 

|35 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1X1 Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

1 1 E d u c a t i o n 

1 I E n g i n e e r i n g 

1 I I n d u s t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

^ L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

tosophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp ture 

1 [ SOCIO l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The c o t t o n i n d u s t r y has played a v i t a l r o l e i n the develoj 
ment o f Texas and the c i t y of Houston. Jared Groce, one of 
the e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s o f Texas,.came w i t h over 100 slaves i n 
1821 and began t o grow c o t t o n on h i s p l a n t a t i o n near Hempstead 
The f i r s t c o t t o n g i n was b u i l t a t Groce's landing i n 1825. 

When Houston became a c i t y i n 1837, i t l o g i c a l l y became 
an important c o l l e c t i o n p o i n t f o r i n t e r i o r c o t t o n . Cotton 
f a c t o r s and i t i n e r a n t buyers became important businessmen and 
were also o f t e n commission merchants, importers, and quasi-
bankers. Many of the e a r l i e s t fortunes i n Houston arose from 
marketing c o t t o n and r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n s . 

From 1837, when the Texas c o t t o n crop amounted t o 50,000 
bales, u n t i l 1860, when 115,000 bales were produced, the impor
tance of c o t t o n g r a d u a l l y increased. During the C i v i l War, 
the p r o d u c t i o n o f c o t t o n d e c l i n e d , but by 1867, the county had 
recovered s u f f i c i e n t l y , and a Houston Board o f Trade was estab
l i s h e d . 

Although there were t r a d i n g r u l e s i n e f f e c t , the l o c a l 
c o t t o n men r e a l i z e d t h a t they needed b e t t e r r e g u l a t i o n s f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n o f bot h buyer and s e l l e r , and on May 15, 1874, the 
Board o f Trade and Cotton Exchange was organized at a meeting 
i n the o f f i c e s of the Planter's Insurance Company. In_June, 
1877, the Houston Cotton Exchange and Board o f Trade was 
chartered. 

A p r i n c i p a l p r o j e c t o f the Houston Cotton Exchange was the 
development of communications, i n c l u d i n g the Houston ship 
channel, r a i l r o a d and te l e g r a p h l i n e s . 

On January.15, 1882, a general meeting o f the members of 
the Exchange was h e l d t o discuss the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a Cotton 
Exchange b u i l d i n g / and on May 29, 1883, the Exchange authorizec 
the purchase o f a s i t e on the southwest corner of Travis and 
F r a n k l i n s t r e e t s . Eugene Heiner was designated as a r c h i t e c t 

and sent east t o inspect s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e s and s e l e c t b u i l d i n g  
m a t e r i a l s . His plans were accepted January 4, 1884. About  
March 1, 1884, the Exchange borrowed $40,000 f o r t e n years t o  
finance c o n s t r u c t i o n , and on March TS, ^h^ mni-r^nf- w;:.c; 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) ^ 2 

TEXAS 

H a r r i s 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number alt entriea) 

8. (cont'd) 
l e t t o Max Kosse. The cornerstone was l a i d by the Masons on June 
9, 1884, and the b u i l d i n g was completed November 15, 1884. 

The s t r u c t u r e was described as being constructed o f red 
pressed P h i l a d e l p h i a b r i c k w i t h white sandstone coping and trimming, 
From a newspaper d e s c r i p t i o n of the b u i l d i n g i t would appear t h a t 
the two-story t r a d i n g f l o o r occupied most of both the second and 
t h i r d f l o o r s . Later the b u i l d i n g was remodelled, and the t r a d i n g 
f l o o r was i n s t a l l e d on the f i r s t f l o o r above the basement. This 
work took place about 1907, and i n 1910, a f o u r t h f l o o r was added 
and the c e n t r a l doorway moved t o the side. The pro p e r t y at t h a t 
time was estimated t o be worth $225,000. 

By 1922 the b u i l d i n g was no longer large enough t o house the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the Exchange and the s t r u c t u r e was so l d . A f t e r a 
succession of owners, the b u i l d i n g i s p r e s e n t l y unoccupied and 
i s c u r r e n t l y f o r sale. 



9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Houston Cot ton Exchange and Board o f Trade. Manuscr ipt 
h i s t o r y prepared by The H a r r i s County Her i tage S o c i e t y ( h . d . ) 

F i f t y Years a Cot ton Market . Publ i shed by The Houston Cot ton 
Exchange, 1924. 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T l T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

29 45 4 8 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

95 21 40 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E ^ ^ B ^ ^ F N I P t l « W A T E D P R O P E R T Y : ^ 2 5 a C r e 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S - ^ D c V u t l r T r e s t s ' o K p R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T ; 

N A M E A N D T l T L E Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Gary Hume, A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

Texas S.ate H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
S T R E E T A N D N U K I B E R 

2-5-71 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

.Aus t in 
12. S T A T E L IA ISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National^ark Service. The recommended 

level of s i g n i f i c ^ l c / of this nomination is: 

National [ • / S t a j p ^ n L j 

Name 

Trt^s^t La t imer i 

Title Sta te L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Date February 9, 1971 

Texas 048 
N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

ief. Office of Archeology and Historic Presetvatif 

MAY 6 1971 

Date 
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|2- L O C A T I O N 

1 - ^ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

202 T r a v i s S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Houston 

Texas 048 

C O U N T Y : 

H a r r i s 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 
SCALE: 1:24000 

'*-rE: 1943. 1966 (revised 1967) 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2995-431 
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Hor.. Moyd Bontson 
Onitod r ta tea S<?riate 
V'33hingtjon, D. C. 

Dt;5r ycuntor Ucntssni 

Wa are rleaa*^ to inform you tha t the h i c t o r l c propcr t ieo l i s t e d on 

tho enclosuro xiava been nc.iinated by tho State biaiaoa O f f i c e r ariioiiitaia 

by the Goveriior f o r the i i rp io ' icnta t ion of tho Kat ional i r i e to r i c Preser

va t ion Prograai i n Texas and have t>ecn entered i n t o tl>a r a t i o n a l Kcai^ter 

o f Miotor ic Places, Senator Jolm G. Tower and the appropriate 

KoT resontativcs have also L-nn i.rcvi:)od v i t h t h i s i i- iforciation. i jy 

copy o f t M s l e t t e r , the State Liaison o f f i c e r , i t r . True t t Lat lEor , 

Executive Di rec to r , Texas s tnte H i s t o r i c a l Survey Corjnit teo, Post O f f i c e 

Box 12276, Capi to l S ta t ion , Aus t in , TO;:AS 7 f :7H, has l ikewise Iseen 

n o t i f i e d . A l e a f l e t cxp ie in lnv the l-'ational nec is tcr i s enclosed. 

Sincerely yovirs. 

Di rec tor 

i:nclos-ares 

tr . tered i n the ; id t lo : ia l iveoistor m 6 m 
cc: ? r̂. Truet t Latimer, Executive Direc tor , Texan State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 

Coiflinitteo, Post O f f i c e Box 1227o, Ccipitol S ta t ion , Aus t in , Texas 78711 
House of Renrosentativos 

A,lso n o t i f i e d : Hon. John G. Tower Hon. Ray Fvolxsrts 
United States Senate Hon. Abraham Kazen, J r . 
Washington, D. C. lion. Bob CaBcy 



my 101971 
Ii30-KR 

'•ir. True t t LatL-cr 
Executive Direc tor 
Texas State Hirtor i c a l Survey Coawittee 
Post Office hox 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 70711 

l5eor Mr. L a t i i - e n 

V.'o are pleased to i n f o m you tJmt the h i s t o r i c i^roperties l i a t c d on 

the enclosure have been placed on the I^ational reg i s te r of H i s to r i c 

Places. Senators Lloyd B«>ntscn and John G. Tower and the appropriate 

Representatives are being i n f o m o d . A l e a f l e t explaining the Kational 

P-cyister i s enclosed f o r each o f the prop-erty owiiors. Please withlK>id 

any p u b l i c i t y on t h i s u n t i l you have received a carijon copy o f the 

Congressional ccrrosp-ondence. 

Sincerely i 'ours. 

Direc tor 

B.aclocurc 

Entered i n the i .a t ionai r>.!gister 

cc: 
HR 
PDHcrrick :inin 4/16/71 BASIC FILE RCTAINED lU HR 





Texas Historical Comniission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Trti«tt LtftitticT 
Executive Director 

November 22, 1974 

Mr. Gary Wolf 
Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Branch o f P u b l i c a t i o n s 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and c S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Wolf: 

Since the submission o f the c o t t o n Exchange B u i l d i n g 
t o the N a t i o n a l Register i n 1971, an e x t e r i o r ^ r e s t o r a 
t i o n , (funded by the O f f i c e o f Archeology and H i s t o r i c 
Preservation^ has been completed. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
present owners, John T. Hannah and Jesse W. Edmundson, 
I I I have a d a p t i v e l y renovated the i n t e r i o r t o include 
o f f i c e s on the upper three f l o o r s , a r e s t a u r a n t on 
the f i r s t f l o o r where the Exchange or t r a d i n g room 
was o r i g i n a l l y located, and small shops on the base
ment l e v e l f l o o r . The r e s t o r a t i o n and i n t e r i o r 
r e novation has made the b u i l d i n g accessible t o the 
p u b l i c . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
H i s t o r i a n 

MDL/dra 



HOUSTON COTTON EXCHANGE (48-73-
00042-00). Houston, Harris Co. Private owner
ship (Michael Tribe Associates). A superb Vic
torian commercial building. Exterior restoration. 
$25,000.00. 


