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[ l - NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Monroe-Crook House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

0 / JAN 15 1971 
2. LOCATJON 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

707 East Houston S t r ee t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 
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S T A T E 

Texas 75835 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 
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• Obiecf 

g f Public 
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U noccup ied 
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• Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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I 1 Government 
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I I R e l i g i o u s 
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| 7 . DESCRtPTION 

CONDITION 
• E« s i l en t 

X 
Good • Foi 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted O Ru ins r~l Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d U n o l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved g j < O r i g i r . o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Monroe-Crook House, a one-and-a-half s t o r y , frame, l a t e 
Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e , was b u i l t i n 1854 as a town residence 
i n Crockett, Houston County, Texas, The c e n t r a l h a l l p l an 
s t r u c t u r e has f o u r ^ t w e n t y - f e e t square rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r 
opening onto the c e n t r a l h a l l . A re a r , one-room e l l contains 
the k i t c h e n . Each of the f o u r p r i n c i p a l rooms has a f i r e p l a c e 
and c e i l i n g h e i ghts throughout the f i r s t f l o o r are fourt e e n 
f e e t . The a t t i c s t o r y o r i g i n a l l y contained two bedrooms which 
were l i g h t e d by a round-headed window i n each gable end and four 
dormers on the p r i n c i p a l or n o r t h facade. 

The c e n t r a l doorway which has doiable doors, s i d e l i g h t s and 
a transom i s covered by a pedimented p o r t i c o supported by wood
en columns w i t h h a l f - r o u n d corners and cavetto reveals i n the 
center o f each side o f the column. Rather than a c a p i t a l , the 
columns have b r a c k e t t e d p r o j e c t i o n s which form a t r a n s i t i o n a t 
the e n t a b l a t u r e . The p o r t i c o has a box cornice w i t h bed mold anĉ  
crown mold. The cornice o f the pedimented gable has a s i m i l a r 
cornice and molding. The p r i n c i p a l or n o r t h facade has a p a i r 
o f s i x - o v e r - s i x , doiable-hung sash windows on each side o f the 
p o r t i c o . There are corner p i l a s t e r s on t h i s facade and a p l a i n 
f a c i a board f r i e z e . There i s a simple box cornice w i t h bed mold 
The dormers have gables which repeat, on a smaller scale, the 
design of the entrance p o r t i c o . 

A p r o j e c t i n g , three-window bay has been added t o the east 
facade between the chimneys. The date o f t h i s a d d i t i o n , based 
on s t y l i s t i c evidence, would appear t o be the l a s t q uarter of 
the n i n e t e e n t h century. The fo u r chimneys service the p r i n c i p a l 
rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r and the f l u e s are f r e e standing above 
the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l . 

The frame s t r u c t u r e has b r i c k f i l l i n g the space between 
the studs f o r i n s u l a t i o n and s t r e n g t h . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s are 
sheathed i n clapboards. The east and west gable ends are not 
t r e a t e d as pediments and have only a small crown mold serving 
as a barge board. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

r~| P re -Co lumb ian I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Century 

g 19th Century 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 1854 
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I \ A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

I I Eng inee r ing 

I 1 I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

[ I L o n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

I 1 Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

[ I S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t o r i a n 

• T h e o t e r 

[ 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning' 

• Other (Specity) 

The Monroe-Crook House was b u i l t i n 1854 by Armistead Thompsor 
Monroe. Monroe was the son o f Augustine G a r r e t t Monroe, a 
nephew o f President James Monroe. A.T.Monroe l e f t V i r g i n i a 
when he was eighteen years o l d and went t o New York f i r s t , 
and apparently i n 1842 or 1843 came t o Texas. S h o r t l y a f t e r 
h i s a r r i v a l i n Texas Monroe es t a b l i s h e d h i s residence i n 
Crockett and es t a b l i s h e d a m e r c a n t i l e business. Monroe became 
a leading merchant o f Crockett and i n 1854 b u i l t the commodious 
l a t e Greek Revival cottage at 707 E. Houston S t r e e t . Following 
A.T.Monroe, the house has been occupied by Dan Coleman, O l i v e r 
C. A l d r i c h , Judge Armistead A. A l d r i c h , and since 1911 the 
pr o p e r t y has been occupied by George W. Crook and h i s descend-
ents. Sara Crook B a r t l e t t , daughter o f George W. Crook,provid
ed m her w i l l t h a t the house be used as p u b l i c property i n 
the i n t e r e s t o f the Houston County community. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1969 

NAT\OHA'- ^ 
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Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee. Marker f i l e s . 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 
NE  
SE  
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Decrees Minu tes Seconds 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degre'^s M inu tes Secof-ds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O OF? D l N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S > \ 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

3 1 ° 19 • 05 • 

U O N G l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

95° 27' 15" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: . 5 6 B.CTB 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

CODE COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

N AME AND Tl TL E: Wayne B e l l , Project Director 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

Texas State Histcarical Survey Committee 1-5-71 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIPICA 1 ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according ta the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the NationaWPark Service. The^pcotnmended 

level of signif icaMy of this nomination 

National • / Statei [ j ] / y L ^ a l H 

Name 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

hiel. Office of Arclieology and Historic f j re 

MAR 3 1 1971 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

Hous ton 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A . T E 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Monroe-Crook House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

r >* \ 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

707 East Houston S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

C r o c k e t t 
S T A T E : 

Texas 048 

C O O N T Y : C O D E 

225 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
1:24000 
1947, 1949-50 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundarles where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3195-132 
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i'rIAR i 1971 
H30-HR 

Mr. Tructt Latiracsr 
Executivo Dirt:ctor 
Tfiixas EtAte Historical Survey Co;rj".itteo 
Post Office Box 12276 
Cnpitol Station 
Austin, Voxas 78711 

Dear I-!r. latiisen 

We ore pleasod to infom j-ou that the historic properties li s t e d on 

the ©ncio.iure have been placed on the h'atiorxal Register of Historic 

Places. .Senators Idoyd Eentsen an<i John G. Tover and the appropriate 

Rcpresejit.?.tives aro being inforrncu. A le a f l e t cxplaiuiiicj the National 

Register io enclosed for each of the property ovTiers. Please withhold 

any publicity on th i s u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of the 

Congressional corresyjondencc. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Rncloeures 

ÂR 3 1 1971 
yjntered i n the nat ional Register „ _ 

C G : 

HR 

PDHerrick:mra 3/30/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 
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hen, Eloyd Sentsea 
United States i;;n..ite 
Washington, O. C, 

D«itr f.>»nat:or Bentsen* 

>36f are r-le^sed tio Inforrj you that the historic x>i:oi erti4<s iis-to-'l on 

t l x eiiclosure t-̂ ve }>e«f» ncsinated by the r tata Liaifeon Off icer 

atijoint^d by the Governor for th« i!sple?.^.ent«Uion of the National 

Historic Pr^csrvation ?ro«frasi ia Texas .snd {-tav® V*en entered into t^ia 

fJationai P^-^i&ter of Historic Places. £«<iator John G« T»ver and t^je 

eppropriate Sepiee-'jatativfts );ave also i . - cn provid-'^a with th is infcriaataon. 

£y copy of th i s l e t t e r , the state Eiaieon Off ice r , l^t. Truest IrStiw^r, 

L'-itcrCHcivo f/irector, Texas Stste Historical Survey Coraittee, Post Office 

Box 1227C, Capitoi St.fttion, Auetia, Taicas 75711* likewise* been 

n o t i f i e i i . A lea f l&t cxplainir.j the national ?y:.-.7lister i s anclosed. 

Sincexs-iy yours. 

*closurc!# 

entered in the National Pe-jister 

x>ir*ctor 

iAR 3 1 1971 

CCS Mr. Tructt Eatinor, Executive Director, Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
ConmitteQ, P. O. Eox 1.2276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 7S711 

Also n o t i f i e d : Hon. John G. Tower Hon. Wriqht Patsan 
United States Senate lion. Jolin Young 

Hon. Jasics C. VJrlght, Jr. 
Hon. Ricltard C. V^tiite 
Hon. Jolin Dowdy 



Properties added t o ti>e tJational Register o f H i s to r i c Places 

TEXAS 

The Hagnolias 

Jeff^irson H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

por t St . Louis 

The F l a t i r o n Bui ld ing 

Shelby County Courthouse 

The Haooff in Ho^^stead 

l-tonroe-Creok fiouse 

Marion Coenty 
Jefferson, Texas 

Marion County 
Jefferson, Texas 

Victoria county 
InoK, Tcsxns 

Tarrant County 
Fort i:.'orth, Texas 

Shelby County 
Center, Texas 

El Paso County 
El PatfO, T<:xaa 

Houston County 
Crochtct, T̂ x̂as 



MONROE-CROOK HOUSE (48-73-00040-00). 
Crockett, Houston Co. Private ownership 
(George W. Crook £ind HaUie M. Crook Memorial, 

Inc.). An 1854 Greek Revival house, a high 
point in the architecture of the early statehood 
period. Exterior and interior restoration. 
$22,500.00. 

MONROE-CROOK HOUSE (48-74-00078-00). 
See above. Interior restoration of second floor, 
including painting, woodwork repair, floor re-
fmishing. $10,500.00. 


