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j7. DESCRTPTION 

E x c e l l e n t S Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 
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f C h e c k Or je ; 

• A l t e r e d 2 ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved Or ig i r .o l Site 

R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

amuel B e l l Maxey house i s l o c a t e d on a l a r g e c i t y 
o t a t 812 E. Church S t r e e t i n P a r i s , Texas. The two-

^ t ^ r y frame residence was constructed i n 1866-1867 by Major 
General Maxey when he returned t o P a r i s , Texas, a f t e r the 
C i v i l War. 

The two s t o r y frame residence w i t h a rear e l l i s an 
e x c e l l e n t example o f the l a t e Greek Revival s t y l e w i t h c e r t a i n 
e l a b o r a t i o n s i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l which presage the V i c t o r i a r i 
s t y l e . The proporations of the house are e s p e c i a l l y f i n e , an 
almost square block surmounted by a hipped roof w i t h a balus-
traded deck. P a r a l l e l t o the Church S t r e e t facade and r i s i n g 
on e i t h e r side of the balustraded deck are f i n e l y panelled 
broad chimney stacks. The mass o f the house w i t h i t s c e n t r a l 
two-story porch i s P a l l a d i a n , b u t the d e t a i l s of co r n i c e , 
windows and porch are more p l a y f u l l y handled w i t h an exuberance 
of form and design suggestive o f the V i c t o r i a n s t y l e . The 
double g a l l e r y porches which frame the p r i n c i p a l double-doored 
entrance and the double-doored entrance to the upper g a l l e r y , 
are supported by s i x c o r i n t h i a n columns and two matching 
p i l a s t e r s on both l e v e l s . The columre are r a i s e d on p l i n t h 
bases and support round-headed arches f l a n k i n g the segmental 
arch of the entrance way. Heavily carved acanthus l e a f 
brackets support both the f i r s t f l o o r and the upper c o r n i c e . 
I n s e t panels, above the arches and between the brackets, form 
the e n t a b l a t u r e . 

The upper g a l l e r y i s s i m i l a r t o the f i r s t f l o o r g a l l e r y 
but somewhat l i g h t e r and more d e l i c a t e i n scale. The wide 
overhang of the eaves accommodate the strong h o r i z o n t a l pro­
j e c t i o n o f the acanthus l e a f b r a c k e t s . The brackets^ which 
also extend around the main block of the house, are given 
v e r t i c a l emphasis on the main block by t h e a d d i t i o n of an 
acanthus l e a f console which terminates the bracket and extends 
below the e n t a b l a t u r e onto the clapboard sheathing. 

An unusual f e a t u r e of the house i s the window treatment whicli 
c o nsists o f elaborate bracketed cornices w i t h a transom-like 
d i v i s i o n of the e x t e r i o r s h u t t e r s . The house has remained i n 
the Maxey f a m i l y u n t i l i t was r e c e n t l y converted i n t o the 
Lamar County H i s t o r i c a l Museum. According t o f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , 
i t was designed by an a r c h i t e c t from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
and m a t e r i a l s were brought from J e f f e r s o n , Texas, w i t h some 
of the carved d e t a i l executed i n New Orleans. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Samuel B e l l Maxey was born i n Tompkinsvilie, Monroe County, 
Kentucky, March 30, 1825. His f a t h e r . Rice Maxey moved t o 
C l i n t o n County and was f o r some years c l e r k of the c i r c u i t 
and county courts and master I n chancery. At seventeen, young 
Maxey was appointed t o West Po i n t , e n t e r i n g i n 1842. A f t e r 
graduating i n 1846 he fought i n the Mexican War w i t h the 
Seventh I n f a n t r y . He served w i t h General Taylor a t Monterrey 
and l a t e r a t Tampico. He was a t the seige o f Vera Cruz and i n 
Harney's brigade a t Cerro Gordo. He was b r e v e t t e d f i r s t 
l i e u t e n a n t f o r g a l l a n t conduct a t Contreras and Cherurbusco, 
and l a t e r was i n the b a t t l e a t Molino d e l Rey and i n the 
engagements which r e s u l t e d i n the capture of Mexico C i t y . He 
returned t o the United States i n 1848 and was s t a t i o n e d a t 
Je f f e r s o n Barracks, Saint Louis. 

I n September, 1849, he resigned from the army and completed 
h i s study of law. He was admitted t o the bar and began 
p r a c t i c i n g i n Albany, Kentucky. I n 1853, he married Marilda 
Cassa Denton. I n 1857, Maxey, h i s f a t h e r and t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
came t o Texas and s e t t l e d a t P a r i s . Maxey purchased a f i v e -
acre t r a c t south of the square and there he b u i l t h i s home. 
Father and son p r a c t i c e d law i n Texas u n t i l 1861, when Samuel 
B e l l Maxey was e l e c t e d as a Democrat t o the s t a t e senate. 
Advocating secession, Samuel f e l t t h a t he was needed i n the 
f i e l d and Rice Maxey was e l e c t e d i n h i s stead. 

Maxey f i r s t r a i s e d a company i n Lamar County, then en­
larged i t t o a regiment, the N i n t h Texas, of which he was 
elec t e d c o l o n e l . I n December, 1861, the regiment j o i n e d 
A l b e r t Sidney Johnston a t C o r i n t h . He was promoted t o 
b r i g a d i e r general and j o i n e d Johnston a t Decatur. 

A f t e r S h i l o h he was sent back t o the army a t Cori n t h and  
remained u n t i l Bragg advanced t o Chattanooga again. He was  
put i n command of a corp of observation on the Tennessee River,  
f r o n t i n g B uell's army. When B u e l l withdrew he advised Bragg 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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by telegraph, attacked the Federal rear guard and drove i t 
from B r i d g e p o r t , B a t t l e Creek and Stevenson, c a p t u r i n g i t s 
s t o r e s , houses, maps, headquarters^papers, e t c . 

Transferred t o the lower M i s s i s s i p p i , he was a t the siege 
of Port Hudson i n which Federals were r e p e l l e d . He then j o i n e d 
Joseph E. Johnston i n the Big Black campaign and was a t the 
siege of Jackson. On the a p p l i c a t i o n o f General E. Kirby Smith, 
commander of the Tr a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i department. President Davis 
i n the f a l l of 1863 ordered Maxey t o take command i n Ind i a n 
T e r r i t o r y . 

I n the s p r i n g of 1864 he kept Smith advised of the move­
ment of the Federals, when Steele advanced, then moved i n t o 
Arkansas and j o i n e d S t e r l i n g P rice and took p a r t i n the f i g h t 
a t P r a i r i e d'Anne where the Federals were checked. He fought 
Steele a t Poison Springs, A p r i l 18, 1864, and captured h i s 
t r a i n of 227 wagons and a b a t t e r y of s i x f i e l d pieces. Steele 
was forced t o r e t i r e and Maxey was made a major general. I n the 
spri n g of 1865 Maxey was put i n command of a c a v a l r y d i v i s i o n 
b ut the war came t o a close and h i s command was disbanded May 
29, 1865. 

Returning t o P a r i s , he p r a c t i c e d law and was appointed 
d i s t r i c t judge but de c l i n e d the appointment and remained i n the 
p r i v a t e p r a c t i c e of law u n t i l e l e c t e d i n 1875 t o the United 
States Senate. A f t e r h i s second term ended, i n 1887, he 
resiamed h i s law p r a c t i c e i n P a r i s . He died on August 16, 1895 
a t Eureka Springs, Arkansas, where he had gone t o recover a f t e r 
a p e r i o d of i l l h e a l t h . 

General Maxey l i v e d i n the house a t 812 E. Church S t r e e t 
u n t i l h i s death i n 1895, and h i s decendents l i v e d i n the house 
u n t i l a few years ago when the p r o p e r t y was given t o the Lamar 
County H i s t o r i c a l Society. The house contains f a m i l y 
f u r n i t u r e i n a d d i t i o n t o some of General Maxey's papers and 
books. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1964 
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTY - TEXAS 048 

Samuel Bell Maxey House, Lamar County, 277 

Geographical data. Item 10, Form 10-300 i s given as: 

Latitude 33^ 39' 10" Longitude 95° 33' 15" 

Please CHANGE t h i s to c o r r e c t l y read: 

Latitude 33° 39' 14" Longitude 95° 33' 17" 

A new, c o r r e c t l y marked map i s being enclosed. Please DESTROY 
the old map and replace i t w i t h t h i s one. Thank you. 

* 
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2. North arrow. 
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Z25-4247 

Dr. William J 
Keeper of the 
National Park 
Department of 
Washington, D 

Murtagh 
National Register 
Service 
the Interior 
C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

This is vnth reference to the Maxey Museum, formerly the 
home of General Sam Bell Maxey, located in Paris, Lamar County, Texas. 

It is my understanding that the Texas Historical Survey 
Committee has forwarded a request that this property be added to the 
National Register of Historic Places, and I vn'll deeply appreciate 
anything that can properly be done to expedite action on this request. 
In the meantime, i t v/ould be helpful to know the status of the matter. 

With kindest regards and best wishes, I am / 

..Ŝ tl̂ eŷ ely yours 

Wright Patmaf^ 

/ 



H\m 18 1971 
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Mr. TBuett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Svarvey Cowaittee 
Post Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Kr. Latiraer: 

Wa are pleased to infoxn you that the SasRiel Bell Maxev House in 

Lasar County, Texas, has been placed on the National Register of 

Historic Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and John G. Tower and 

Representative tflright Pataan are being inforned. A leaflet explaining 

the National Register i s enclosed for the property owner. Please 

withhold any publicity on this u n t i l you have received a carbon copy 

of the Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Director 

Enclosure 

Entered in the National Register 
MAR 18 1971 
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tton. Lloyd Be&taexi 
tmited States ecoate 
Washlagtoa, C. 

Dear Senator Bentsent 

We are pleased to infors yoe that tha Saauel l o l l tiaJtey £Otts« i s 

Lanar Ce«r>ty, Texas, has been nonlaated by thm State Llalaem Officer 

•fffolnted by the Oevemor for tbe iapleaentatlAa of the Ratioaal 

KistMTlc Preservation Pro^raa in Texas aad has beeai entered into the 

}i«tional Registar of Historic Plaees. Senator Jote G. fewer and 

Mpresentative t»right Pataan hsve also been presided with this 

Inforatation. By copy of this letter, the State Liaison Officer, 

Kr. Truett Latlaer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 

Coaaittee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 

79711, has likewise been notified. A leaflet explaining the Eatioaal 

Register i s enclosed. 

Siaeerely yoars, 

(Signed! 

o 
4̂ 

u 

Director 

Entered ia the national Register 
MAR 1 8 197! 

cc: Mr. TTTjott Latiaer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Comaittee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Also notified! Hon. John G, Tower 
Onited States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Hon. Wright Pataan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 
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yw for yew ia^iry of Mmrti 17 wwMniiutiia the status 

of tlM HMMBT Miismwi's swiBtsitUa to tihs Saclaua R«8l8t«:. 

We ar« »U—<J to itt<oni you I t ««• «nft«V«l M tbt 

••fi—si aegigtaw «B Muelt 18. w« ^ r e r U t s jNwr l a t e s t 

ia title aseter. tf yw iMnm aoc airasd^ wwittwi m afficial 

letter of BAtlfisatlSB on Ch« subiact, yaa shmOa rwMiv* It 

vtthia the seat f«w diqrs. 

Siwt«r«ly years, 

Thomas F. Flytui, 

Wputy 
cc: 
Mr. Truett Latiaer, Executive Director 
Texas Stats Historical Survey Conalttee 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 ) w/c of inc. 

Director, Southwest Region (2) ) v/c of inc. 
LL-Mr. Melvin ) 
T - ) 
HR - ) 

^ I C FILE RETAINED IN HR 
FNP:SAMarusin:rmt:3/51/71 



Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 
Trutti Lallitter 

Eitcutirt Diredot 

January 4, 197 2 

Dr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Bureau of Registration 
National Register 
001 19th Street, N. W. 
Wiuih,intjton, J). C. 70006 

Dear Bob: 

Under separate cover we are forwarding corrections f o r 
the National Register submissions which were rechecked here 
i n our o f f i c e and found to be i n error.- I t r u s t that t h i s 
means of correction w i l l not confuse the issue. 

There may possibly s t i l l be errors but to date these are the 
only ones we have discovered. I f you w i l l n o t i f y us of any 
errors of which you are aware we w i l l be glad to t r e a t the 
submissions s i m i l a r l y . 

I. 

Sincerely, 

Truett Latimer 
State Liaison O f f i c e r 

By: 

Wayne 
Project 

'-̂ X̂ . ___ 
e l l , AIA 
rector 

TL/MWB/pbs 


