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[7- BESCRIFTION

(Ch‘ecl.t One)
[C] Excellent K] Good (1 Fair [C] Deteriorated [[] Ruins [[] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered Unaltered [] Moved X Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A Rlchardson;an courthouse strongly influenced by the Allegheny
County Courthouse in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. The raised three-
story building is of llmestone, cruciform in plan, with.a h1p
roof and heavy towers with pyramldal roofs and dormers flanking
the side arms. The front arm of the cross is longer than the

others and has an attached one- story porch with Romanesque
arches. The windows are tall and narrow of the one-over-one
double-hung sash type. Those on the first and second story have
stone lintels. The windows on the third story are arched. A
two-story arch frames the paired windows of the second and third
stories. A segmental arch varies this pattern above the main
opening. The three m1n¢r entrances are inset in Romanesque
arches. A tall central)tower has two-story slit-like windows
much like those in the Richardson bulldlng in Pittsburg, with
clock faces above, all contained in a tall arch. The top story
of the tower has a trabiated open belvedere and is crowned
with a four-part pyramldal roof. '
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Pre-Columbian| (O] 16th Century (O] 18th Century ] 20th Century
[ 15th Century (O] 17th Century X 19th Century 4
ik | g
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1897 ey i
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[ Agriculture [] Invention [[] Science \X’/v‘ GL j
£ Architecture [ Lendscape [0 Sculptors \ \ 113 .7;:,/
O Art Architecture [C] Social/Human- //‘ * 'y
[ Commerce [ Literature o \1[ / v‘,“—ﬁ;\ (\ 3>/
[] Communications [ Military [] Theater il
[ Conservation ] Music [[] Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Lavaca County encompasses an area of approximately 950
square miles. Its land originally was included in grants
belonging to Stephen F. Austin and Green C. DeWitt. The Texas
Congress created a "judicial" county from fragments of Fayette,
Colorado, Jackson, Victoria, and Gonzales counties, naming it
La Baca. 1In 1846, Lavaca became a regularly constituted county
with 140 taxpayers.

From 1846 to 1852, the county seat changed locations sever
times. The two contenders for the honor were Petersburg and

Hallettsville, but Hallettsville became the seat only after
two elections and a violent archive war. Petersburg was five
miles west of Halletsville and grew rapidly when Lavaca County
was organized. Without waiting for an election, the town
built an $800 courthouse. County Commissioners called an
election and Hallettsville won. When Petersburg citizens
burned the returns, the commissioners called another election.
Again, Hallettsville won, and again Petersburg refused to give
up the county records. Under the direction of Mrs. John
Hallet, Hallettsville citizens went to Petersburg and took the
records.

Until the county built a new courthouse, the commissioners
convened in Mrs. Hallet's home, now the estate of Mr. and
Mrs. Dave Finkelstein. About 1852, the Hallets donated a town-
site and additional lots to the Commissioner's Court. The lots
were offered for sale to the public and the proceeds were used
to erect the permanent buildings of the county.

By 1865, the Hallettsville courthouse was in such poor
condition and the space it offered so limited, that the court
called for the submission of bids for a new building. When

and Co. for a bid of $16,500.00 First materials for the struc-
ture arrived January, 1874, and D&EEE completed the building

November, 1875. The old courthouse was sold at public auction
to Jonathan Speary for $330.

the court accepted plans in 1873 the contract went to J. E. Diet

al

(See continuation sheet #1)
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8. (cont'd)

The courthouse was repaired in 1894, and a belfry was built
on the roof, but March 8, 1897, the County Commissioners, Judge,
and Clerk voted to have a new courthouse built. T. Heiner of
Houston was employed as architect, and A. T. Lucas was awarded
the contract for the lowest bid of $62,500. W. W. Otten of
Houston provided sewers and plumbing for $2,775. and Diebold
Safe and Lock Company installed the vaulting for $6,150. Seth
Thomas Clock Comapny was given a contract on November 19, 1898,
to build‘a clock tower for $1,350, and Commissioners Emil Gieptner
and Vogt were assigned to arrange the yard and fence for the new
courthouse. Finally, the Commissioners Court issued eighty bonds
at $1,000 each at an interest rate of 5% to be paid in forty
years.

Until the Commissioners accepted the courthouse May 12, 1899,
they rented the operahouse from Kahn and Stanzel for $65 and two
rooms from D. E. Raab for $8 a month. May, 1936, the County
Commissioners employed John C. Moore to make general repairs to
the courthouse. They gave J. R. Goode the plumbing contract.
Total cost of the repairs was $13,533 and included a remodeling
of the basement, and the addition of offices for the county
auditor, agriculture agent, and home demonstration agent.
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Coursey,

Clark.

Courthouses of Texas.

1962.

Brownwood, Tex.

Halletsville,

Webb, Walter Prescott,

"Original Courthouse Stoed at Petersbﬁfé." The Tribune.
24,
ed. Handbook of Texas.

Texas. Nov.

colis3.
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1936, ©.1,
1952.
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ORGANIZATION DATE -
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AISON OFFICER CERTIFICAION

 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
Park Service.

The regommended

Name

Title State Liaison Officer

J/~/6-79

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Bounded by LaGrange, 2nd, 3rd, Main streets
CITY OR TOWN:
Hallettsville
STATE: CODE |COUNTY:
Texas 048 Lavaca_
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SOURCE:

care: 1:24000
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7 .
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H30-HR

Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Suvvey Cormittee
‘Post Office Box 12276

Capltol station

Austin, Texas 78711

Dear Mr. Latimer:
We are pleased to inform you that the historic propertiaes listed on
the enclosure have heen placed on the National Register of Historic

Places. Senators Lloyd Bentson and John G. Tower and the appronriate
Y PPYO;

©

Represantatives are belng informed. A lzaflet explaining the National
Register is enclosed for ecach of the property owners. Please withhold
any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of the

Congressional correspondence.

Sincerely yours,

(Signsd;

Director

Enclosures

MAR 111971

Entered in the National Reqgister

cei
I HR 3/4/71 SMarusin:naf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

G

-



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

-

Fort Lancaster

Lavaca County Courthouse
Barie-Haplier-Kinnard House
Abraham Wiley Hill Housse
Decatur Baptist Colleae
Fredericksburg Memorial Library
Foy Steadman Site

Braches Home

Fort Griffin .

Planters Bank Bullding

Crockett County, Texas
Lavaca County, Texas
McLennan County, Texas '
Bastrop County, Texas
Wise County, Tazas
Gillespie County, Texzas
Pishexr County, Texas
Gonzales County, Texas
Shackelford County, Texas
Marion County, Texas



naf

SMarusin

Director, Southwest Region
3/4/71

R e

LB

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

cC:

House of Representatives
Hon. Omar Burleson
Hon. Wright Patman

Also notified:

T

Hashington, . C.

Da2ayr Senater Bentsen:

We are pleassd to inform you that the historic proparties listed on

the enclosure hava been nominated by the State Liaison Officer arpuinted
by tho Covernor for tha implenantation of the Rational Historie Pressr-

vation Program in Toxas and have been entered into the National Register

e¢f Historic Places. Senator John C. Tower and tha appropnriate Represen=—

dln

1
Jda

tatives have alzo bsep provi with this information. 8By copy of this
letter, the State Liaizon Officer, ¥r. Truett Latimar, Executive
Director, Texas State Bistorical Survey Comaittes, Post Offics bBox 12276,
Capitol station, Auvstin, Texas 78711, has likewise buen nsti!ied, A
leaflet explaining the Wational Reqlster is enclosed.

Sincerely yours,

(Signog)

Director

Enclosures

| n
Entered in the National Reqiste!:_“jnAR 1'1 19

cc: Mr. Truett'Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey
Conméttee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Also notified: United States Senate House of Representatives
Hon. John G. Tower Hon. O. C. Fisher
Hon. Abraham Kazen, Jr.
Hon. W. R. Poage
Hon. J. J. Pickle
Hon. Graham Purcell .




Froperties added to the Naticnal Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

P

Fort Lancastex

l Lavaca County Courthouss
mrin~Napiar-Linnard houss

Abraham Wiley Hill Houss
Decatur Baptist Collese
Fredericihshurg Hesorial Library
Foy Steadman Site

Brachas Home

Fort Griffin

Planters Dank Bullding

Crockatt County, Texas
Lavacn County, Texss
MoLannan County, Texg
Baztyon County, Texas
Hisg County, TsZas
Gillesnie County, Texas
risher County, Texas
Gonzales County, Texas
shackelford Counkty, Taexas
tarion County, Tedas



