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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

\ \ . NAME 
C O W O N • 

Lavaca County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Bounded by LaGrange, 2nd, 3 rd , Main s t r e e t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e 
S T A T E 

C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

T e x a s 7 7 9 6 4 048 L a v a c a 285 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

Z 

o 

on 

Z 

lU 

UJ 

CATEGORY 
f C h e c * One) 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

0 P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

STATUS 

S Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

-\ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

{ 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r to inment 

^ Government 

Q I ndus t r i o l 

• M i l i t o r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specily) 

^ Comments 

U . OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

County o f Lavaca 

Lavaca County Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

H a l l e t t . - v i l l e Texas 048 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Lavaca County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Bounded by LaGrange, 2nd, 3 rd , Main 



|7. DESCRtPTlON 
(Check One) 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins 1 1 Unexposed 

C O N D I T I O N 
fChecfc One) (Che ck OneJ 

• A l t e r e d K l U n a l t e r e d • Moved ; g ] O r i g i na l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A Richardsonian courthouse s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by the Allegheny 
County Courthouse i n P i t t s b u r g , Pennsylvania. The r a i s e d three-
s t o r y b u i l d i n g i s of limestone, c r u c i f o r m i n plan, w i t h a h i p 
roof and heavy towers w i t h pyramidal roofs and dormers f l a n k i n g 
the side arms. The f r o n t arm o f the cross i s longer than the 
others and has an attached one-story porch w i t h Romanesque 
arches. The windows are t a l l and narrow o f the one-over-one 
double-hung sash type. Those on the f i r s t and second s t o r y hav4 
stone l i n t e l s . The windows on the t h i r d s t o r y are arched. A 
two-story arch frames the pai r e d windows of the second and t h i r d 
s t o r i e s . A segmental arch v a r i e s t h i s p a t t e r n above the main 
opening. The three minor entrances are i n s e t i n Romanesque 
arches. A t a l l c e n t r a l tower has two-story s l i t - l i k e windows 
much l i k e those i n the Richardson b u i l d i n g i n P i t t s b u r g , w i t h 
clock faces above, a l l contained i n a t a l l arch. The top s t o r y 
of the tower has a t r a b i a t e d open belvedere and i s crowned 
w i t h a f o u r - p a r t pyramidal r o o f . 
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|6. SIGNIFICANCE 

z 

m 
u 
I/O 

PERIOD CCheck One or Afore as Appropriate) 

• P re -Co lumb ian I • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17fb Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

(S 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (If Applicable and Known) i 8 y / 

• 20th Century 

— 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCftecJc One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

S A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I Commun ico t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

] I n v e n t i o n 

3 L o n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

r~l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

3 Scu lp ture 

] S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Theo te r 

] T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Jther I 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

al 

Lavaca County encompasses an area of approximately 950 
square m i l e s . I t s land o r i g i n a l l y was included i n grants 
belonging t o Stephen F. A u s t i n and Green C. DeWitt. The Texas 
Congress created a " j u d i c i a l " county from fragments of Fayette, 
Colorado, Jackson, V i c t o r i a , and Gonzales counties, naming i t 
La Baca. I n 1846, Lavaca became a r e g u l a r l y c o n s t i t u t e d county 
w i t h 140 taxpayers. 

From 1846 t o 185 2, the county seat changed l o c a t i o n s sever 
times. The two contenders f o r the honor were Petersburg and 
H a l l e t t s v i l l e , b ut H a l l e t t s v i l l e became the seat only a f t e r 

two e l e c t i o n s and a v i o l e n t archive war. Petersburg was f i v e 
miles west of H a l l e t s v i l l e and grew r a p i d l y when Lavaca County 
was organized. Without w a i t i n g f o r an e l e c t i o n , the town 
b u i l t an $800 courthouse. County Commissioners c a l l e d an 
e l e c t i o n and H a l l e t t s v i l l e won. When Petersburg c i t i z e n s 
burned the r e t u r n s , the commissioners c a l l e d another e l e c t i o n . 
Again, H a l l e t t s v i l l e won, and again Petersburg refused t o give 
up the county records. Under the d i r e c t i o n of Mrs. John 
H a l l e t , H a l l e t t s v i l l e c i t i z e n s went t o Petersburg and took the 
records. 

U n t i l the county b u i l t a new courthouse, the commissioners 
convened i n Mrs. H a l l e t ' s home, now the estate of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dave F i n k e l s t e i n . About 1852, the H a l l e t s donated a town-
s i t e and a d d i t i o n a l l o t s t o the Commissioner's Court. The l o t s 
were o f f e r e d f o r sale t o the p u b l i c and the proceeds were used 
t o e r e c t the permanent b u i l d i n g s of the county. 

By 1865, the H a l l e t t s v i l l e courthouse was i n such poor 
c o n d i t i o n and the space i t o f f e r e d so l i m i t e d , t h a t the court 
c a l l e d f o r the submission of bids f o r a new b u i l d i n g . When 
the c o u r t accepted plans i n 1873 the c o n t r a c t went t o J. E. Die^z 
and Co. f o r a b i d of $16,500.00 F i r s t m a t e r i a l s f o r the s t r u c ­
t u r e a r r i v e d January, 1874, and Dietz completed the b u i l d i n g 
November, 1875. The o l d courthouse was so l d a t p u b l i c auction 
to Jonathan Speary f o r $330. 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

(Number alt entries) 

8. (cont'd) 
The courthouse was r e p a i r e d i n 1894, and a b e l f r y was b u i l t 

on the r o o f , b ut March 8, 1897, the County Commissioners, Judge, 
and Clerk voted t o have a new courthouse b u i l t . T. Heiner of 
Houston was employed as a r c h i t e c t , and A. T. Lucas was awarded 
the c o n t r a c t f o r the lowest b i d of $62,500. W. W. Otten of 
Houston provided sewers and plumbing f o r $2,775. and Dieboid 
Safe and Lock Company i n s t a l l e d the v a u l t i n g f o r $6,150. Seth 
Thomas Clock Comapny was given a c o n t r a c t on November 19, 1898, 
to b u i l d ' a clock tower f o r $1,350, and Commissioners Emil Gieptner 
and Vogt were assigned t o arrange the yard and fence f o r the new 
courthouse. F i n a l l y , the Commissioners Court issued e i g h t y bonds 
at $1,000 each at an i n t e r e s t r a t e o f 5% to be paid i n f o r t y 
years. 

U n t i l the Commissioners accepted the courthouse May 12, 1899, 
they rented the operahouse from Kahn and Stanzel f o r $65 and two 
rooms from D. E. Raab f o r $8 a month. May, 1936, the County 
Commissioners employed John C. Moore t o make general r e p a i r s t o 
the courthouse. They gave J. R. Goode the plumbing c o n t r a c t . 
T o t a l cost of the r e p a i r s was $13,533 and included a remodeling 
of the basement, and the a d d i t i o n of o f f i c e s f o r the county 
a u d i t o r , a g r i c u l t u r e agent, and home demonstration agent. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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: 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW  

NE  

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T l T U D E L O N G I T U O E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 ° 26 ' 41 " 
D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

96° 5 6 ' 32" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 5 acre 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R ^ ^ j ^ t f C f i l ^ Y l ^ t ^ ^ T & A R I E 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C D U N T Y : - 65 -0 ^ C ' l i k . -

C O U N T Y ; 

t l . FORM PREPARED BY 

9: 

N AME AND T I T L E : Wayne B e l l , Project Director 
Roxanne Williamson. A r c h i t e c t u r a l His tor ian 

OR GAN I ZA TlON 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 15th S tree t , 

1 1 - ^ - 7 0 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIPICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nationj« Park Service. The retommended 

level of s i g n i f i c j ^ e of this nomination 

National 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Date 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prasetvatton 

1 ^ J9;y 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 

Keeper of Tfie national Registerj 

2 2 1971 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TEXAS 

Lavaca 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N ; Lavaca County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u Bounded b y LaGrange, 2nd, 3 r d , M a i n s t r e e t s 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Q£ H a l l e t t s v i l l e 
1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Texas 048 Lavaca 285 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

3URCE: / ^ 'XV^T j 
Uni ted States Department o f the I n t e r i o r Geologica l - S j a ^ e y ' 

SCALE; 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

DATE: 1 9 6 2 • 4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference 





îAR 11 '1971 

IJ30-HR 

Mr. TcuGtt Latiraer 
Executivo Director 
To:ca3 S ta t e K i G t o r i c a l Survey CoPiT-dtteo 
PoRt O f f i c e Box 12/i76 
C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
A u s t i n , Texas 7B711 

Dear Mr. LAtimari 

We aro ploanod to inform you that the historic propertiGS H.-sted on 

the enclosuro havo been placed on tha National Register of Higtoric 

Plaoaa. Senators Lloyd Bentson and John G. Tower and tho appropriate 

RoprciS'intativos are being ii^fornied. A le a f l e t explaining the Hational 

Register i s enclosed for each of the property owners. Please v.'ithhold 

any publicity on this u n t i l you have received a carJ.x>n copy of tho 

Congrc3}?ional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

Enclosures 

D i r e c t o r 

Entered i n the i J a t i ona l R e g i 3 t e r _ 

. c c : 
| H R 3 / 4 / 7 1 SMarusin:naf 

WiAR 1 1 1971 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Properties added to the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 

TEXAS 

Fort Lancaster 
Lavaca Coi::itv Courthouse 
Earle-Napior-Kinnard House 
Abraham VMley H i l l Hou?.o 
Decatur D-iptist ColletTO 
F-redcricksburg Manorial Library 
Foy Steadiaan Site 
Braches Homs 
Fort G r i f f i n 
Planters Bank Building 

Crockett County, Texas 
Lavaca County, Texas 
McLennan County, Texas ' 
Bastrop County, Texas 
Vi'ise County, Texas 
Gillespie County, Texas 
Fisher County, Tyxas 
Gonzales County, Texan 
Shackelford County, Texas 
llarion County, Texas 
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Hon. Lloyd B'sntssii 
Unltiafd Etafcrt« Senato 
Wash.t**gfcori, !>. C. 

Disar Sonatcr Bantsear 

We sria plsac«d to i.ifor?n you that tho historic propssrtieo l i s t e d on 

t;«a enciosur<i hava been noainatfed by the State Liaison Officer appointed 

by tho Covtimor for tha isfplKjontation of th& National Kistorlo Preser­

vation Proqra^ la Toxas and have )>Bon enters':! into the Katlon&i Regi.rstor 

of historic Placfefi. Senator Jonn G. Tower and tha appropriate Ropresen-

tativesr hays also been provided witTn this Inforr^tion. By cony of tJiis 

l e t t e r , the State LiaiBon Officer, Mr. i*ruatt Latisar, Executive 

Director, Texas State fliato r i c a l Survey CoJaaittee, Post Office Box 12276, 

Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 73711, has likowice been notified, A 

l&aflet explaining the National Re^giater ia enclosed. 

Siiocerely yours, 

(Signed) 

Director 

rnaloaurea 

Entere-i i n the National Register urn 111971 

cc; Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas V8711 

Also notified I United States Senate 
Hon. John G. Tower 

House of Representatives 
Hon. O. C. Fisher 
Hon. Abraham Kar.en, Jr. 
Hon. W. R. Poago 
Hon. J. J. Pickle 
Hon. Graham Purcell 



Froportias added to the National Register of Historic Places 

Fort Lancaster 
Lavaca County Court!v>usa 
EAtrife-N?4ii<*r-*^lnnai'd vuĵ uca 
.\braha5n Wiley H i l l House 
Decat\ir Baptist Colioio 
Fredericksburg Metsorial Library 
Foy Steadnan Site 
Brachas Hozse 
Port G r l f f i a 
Planters Lank Baiiding 

Crockett Cou.-ity, Texaa 
LaTaca. County, Texas 
Hcbeanaft County, Teuas 
Br^strou County, Texas 
Hlrto Cotmty, Texas 
Gillespie Coaaty, Texas 
Plshor County, Texas 
Gonsaiee County, Texas 
S3iack»iiford County, Tastas 
?iarioii County, Texas 


