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E N T R Y N U M B E R DATE J 

C O M M O N : 

Tit& Lay-Bozka House 
A N O / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2 . L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

205 F a i r w i n d s 
CITY OR TOWN: 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e 1 ^ 
Texas 77964 048 

3. CLASSfFICATtON 

0^ 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t [ g B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

13 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

• In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

SC' Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

I i P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

I i Un res t r i c ted 

S No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

i I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

^ Commerc ia l 

I I Educa t i ona l 

[ 1 En te r ta inment 

( 1 Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I Museum 

• Pork 

[ K P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

[71 Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

m Comments 

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

UJ 
M r s . M. I . B o z k a 

UJ S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

UJ 205 F a i r w i n d s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e T e x a s 048 ^ 
[5. LOCATiON OF L EG A L DE SCR IP TI ON 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e C i t y H a l l 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e 
6 . R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

Texas 04 8 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 • Federa l State • Coun ty [ • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Conunittee 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 048^ 
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| 7 . DESCRtPTlON 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • Fo 

f C h e c * One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d S U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved H Or ig i r .a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A rectangular, symmetrical, two-story residence w i t h the 
second s t o r y defined by a b r i g h t red decked mansard ro o f . The 
f i r s t s t o r y i s o f white stuccoed sandstone and has simple 
framed double sash windows w i t h two over two l i g h t s . The f r o n t 
door has side l i g h t s and a transom i n a molded a r c h i t r a v e . 
There i s an attached f r o n t porch w i t h s i x chamfered and capped 
posts grouped i n two sets of three. The porch has an openwork 
f r i e z e of s c r o l l designs. At the top of the posts there are 
elaborate t a l l brackets w i t h pendants beneath a narrow cornice. 
The porch has a f l a t r o o f w i t h bead and spindle balustrade 
centered by an i n v e r t e d s c r o l l ornament. Access t o the balcony 
i s through a double window, at the center of the second s t o r y , 
set i n a recess w i t h convex sides and small gabled top. The 
gabled top of t h i s recess i s crested w i t h a peak of rope moldinc 
and w i t h carpenter's lace and bead t r i m beneath the eaves. 
There i s a wide molded e n t a b l a t u r e w i t h p a i r e d brackets beneath 
a p r o j e c t i n g cornice at the beginning o f the second s t o r y . The 
red shingled mansard roof has a concave slope and there are 
white shingle designs between each dormer. The dormers have 
arched one over one windows w i t h s c r o l l s carved i n t o t h e i r 
surrounds. The window jambs widen out at the bottom. There 
i s a small gabled ro o f w i t h f l a t "wings" on each dormer, and 
each i s crested w i t h a peak of wooden rope molding, and has 
two p a i r s of brackets at the f r o n t p a r t of the eaves. The 
deck i s also crested w i t h rope molding. There are four t a l l 
chimneys, two on each side. There i s a rear lean-to a d d i t i o n 
w i t h a recent a d d i t i o n a l extension forming a porch roof sup­
ported by diagonal braces. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

n P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 1 6 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 5 t h C e n t u r y • 1 7 t h C e n t u r y 

• 1 8 t h C e n t u r y 

H 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 

• 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (11 Applicable and Known) 1878-1882 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I t P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

S A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I C o m m e r c e 

( I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n 

[ 1 E n g i n e e r i n g 

\ 1 I n d u s t r y 

( I I n v e n t i o n 

I 1 L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l o s o p h y 

I I S c i e n c e 

[ I S c u l p t u r e 

I I S o c i o l / H u m a n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e o t e r 

[ I T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

1 I Urban Planning 

Q Other. (Specily) 
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UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Lay-Bozka House i n H a l l e t t s v i l l e , Texas, w i t h i t s 
b r i g h t red and white r o o f , i s of a type t h a t i s q u i t e rare now, 
i n p a r t because so many of the o r i g i n a l p a t terned shingle 
mansard r o o f s have been replaced. This was always a very 
c o l o r f u l example. The house has a f r o s t i n g o f white wooden 
rope moldings and f i n i a l s c r e s t i n g the roof and the dormers, 
and there i s Carpenter's Lace and bead and spindle work on 
the f r o n t porch and the f a n c i f u l canopy above i t . 

The house was b u i l t from 1878 t o 1882 and has a h i s t o r y 
almost as unusual as i t s "birthday-cake" appearance. James 
Lay, f i r s t owner of the house, was a H a l l e t t s v i l l e doctor. 
One of h i s p a t i e n t s was a v i s i t o r by the name of V i c t o r Hugo, 
by t r a d i t i o n b e l i e v e d t o be a French agent i n Mexico, who had 
become i l l w h i l e v i s i t i n g H a l l e t t s v i l l e . Lay took c5are of 
Hugo, who was unable t o pay f o r the medical services, but 
o f f e r e d , instead, t o design a home f o r Lay. Lay accepted the 
o f f e r , and h i r e d B. J. E. Dietz as b u i l d e r . Eventually, the 
house cost $4,750. 

The f i r s t s t o r y was o f white sandstone q u a r r i e d at 
Campbell Branch, one mil e n o r t h of H a l l e t s v i l l e and the wa l l s 
are 18" t o 24" t h i c k . The upper s t o r y was of cypress said t o 
have been ordered from Chicago and shipped t o Schulenburg, 
Texas, then brought t o H a l l e t s v i l l e by ox- c a r t . 

Latest owners of the Lay-Bozka House are the M. I . Bozkas, 
who bought the house i n 1948. They have done some r e s t o r a t i o n 
work, and made a few changes: they extended the roof i n back 
t o cJ^eate an outside porch, and i n s t a l l e d a k i t c h e n i n the 
main p a r t o f the house. The s t r u c t u r e r e t a i n s most of i t s 
o r i g i n a l d e t a i l s , however, such as s l a t e f r o n t steps, a beau­
t i f u l walnut stairway, and four operating f i r e p l a c e s . The 
ho\ase i s s i t e d on a h i l l o verlooking H a l l e t t s v i l l e and the 
Lavaca River. Mr. Bozka i s a former mayor of H a l l e t t s v i l l e . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1968. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Alexander , D. B . Texas Homes of the Nineteenth Century. 
( A u s t i n , 1966) 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee, marker f i l e s . 

I f / 

10. GEOGRAPHfCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

29 26 28 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

96 56 45 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : ^ C R , E S 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : M. Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r ^"-̂ 1 'IV  

Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n (MD) (SB) 
O R G A N l Z A T I O N 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 7 - 6 - 7 0 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Hprk Service. The recommended 

level of s ignif icanca^f this nomination i< 

National \~w I State. 

Name 

Title S t a t e L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Texas 042 

Date 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pi^setva 

JAN 2 5 m 
Date 

ATTEST: 

Date 

Keeper of The IJational Regis! 

NOV 2 
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'Form 10-301 
C|uly 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

Lavaca 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D^TE i 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Lay-Bozka House - 7 A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

[2. LOCAHON" 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

205 Fairwinds 
CITY OR TOWN: 

H a l l e t t s v i l l e 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Texas 048 Lavac 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geological Survey 

UJ 

LU 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

lATE: 1 9 6 2 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #2996-233 





H30-H1. Jfll^ 2 5 19?1 

Nr. Truett Latlaer 
Bitecutiva Director 
Texas Stata Hiat:orical Survey Connlttee 
Poet Office Box 12276 
Capitol station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Dear Mr. Latimeri 

Ve are pleased to Inform you that the historic pro|>erties listed on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. S«tator8 Lloyd Bentsen and John G. Tower and the appropriate 

Representatives haw also been notified. A leaflet explaining 

the Naticmal Register is enclosed for each of the property ovnners. 

Please withhold any pxjblictty on this u n t i l you have received a carbon 

copy of tho Congressional correspondence. 

Sincerely yours, 

CSifiueoLj 

Ernest Allen Connelly 
Chief, Office of Archeology 

and Historic Preservation 

Enclosures 

Sntared i n the National Register 

cc: 
HR 1/5/71 SMarusinrnaf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places 

TEXAS 

The Kennard Mouse Gonxales County, Texas 
The Allen-Bell House Baatrop County, Texas 
The Lay-Ikjxka House Lavaca County, Texas 



/ 

FtB 2 i37t 

of 
« 9. C 

Dear itr. 

9m are ixleaeea to inform you that the hlaterie propartias listens em 

the aaelosure have bMn novaioated by the State LUison officer 

appelntea by the <3©verner for the t«»1ew«iitatio» of the national 

Hietorie Preaervatien P«««Mn la Texas a*Kl iiave been eaterwi 

Uto the Hatioeal R«gi»t.«r of Biatoria Places. Senator* Lloyd 

and ,7el« n, Tovnr hava also beea provided with this infonoatlon. By 

mm^ of this letter, the state Liaison Officer, fter Truett Z,atiner, 

. xecutive airactor, Texas state Historical survey Caswifcfc—# Post 

Office Sox 12274, Capitol Station. Austin, Texas 79̂ 711, has llkswis** 

wjtifled. A leaf lat axplalaing the «atloaal Ite«;l3ter ie enclosed. 

r l»w«relv v»«r«, 

N _Joe Holt 

Assistant Qigmetor 

Emtared la tiie Hattoaai Register ^^.H^^_l 1971. . 

oct Mr. Truett Latlaer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Coiaalttee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Director, Southwest Region 
LL: Mr. Melvin 
T 
HR 1/5/71 SHaruslnrnaf BASIC^ FILE RETAINED IN HR 



Properties addad to the National Register of Historic Places 

TEJOS 

The Kennard House Gonsales CouJity, Taxes 
The Lay-Bozka House Lavaca County, Texas 
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lion, Lloyd Haiitacjj 
United .St.atQ3 Bunate 
Washir.7ton, D. C. 

;x-ar :*«?nator l^satjsens 

VJc aro i-leasod to ir.rona you tha t the l i i s t c r i e propert ies l i s t e d on 

the onclo«ure hws iiaea noisiinate-<i by tha s ta te Liaieon O f f i c e r 

appointed by the Governor f o r the iiapleraentatioa o f t h» Uational 

; i is; toric Presorvatioji '<>zo^7:x}\ i i i Texas axiJ. havo becsn sii tarcd 

in to the i3atJ.oaal R«agiBt«r o f H i s to r i c Places. Senator Joiifi G. Tovror 

.i.vi th*? *-,n>coi>riats Efti-.ros<a,itativ«3 liave airso been provided wit.^i t h i s 

i.".*or;^aticn. By copy o f t h i s i o t t o r , the State Liai'son O f f i c e r , 

Hr. T rac t t La t l ae r , Kxsoutivo Di rec to r , Texas .stace K i ^ t o r i c a i aurvey 

CoEinittce, Post O f f i c e iiox 1227G, Capi to l .'".uation, ."ust in, Texas 73711, 

hafi l lkawisa been l o o t i f i e d . A l e a f l e t expleining the' National 

Ragistttr i a unclosed. 

Sincerely yours, 

•jci Holt 

Director 

ijiclo'surc.'! 

Lnterad i n the .'iatloaal Rtcri'iter jJ'^j*'/_2_5 'jQ^ 

c c i Mr. TruGtt Latii.tGr, .^:x.:;cutivo Director, Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
Corn-Tiittee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 

Duplicate l e t t e r sent t o : lion. John G. Towor 
United Stato.i Senate 
V/ashington, D. C. 



Pror r j r t l es e d l e i t o tv^t Uattoiial i-agister o f '.slotoric f iaces 

I h i KcMVxairJ HnuTO C<Jn-i4l«s C'Bunty, Texas 
The A l l e n - ^ j l l Hou'Sa 3«auv.i'-;;' Ccn-jnty, Tkt'Xa? 
iTia Lay-iio.:;iiii Tious* Lav.-ica County, T^'xas 


