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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A rectangular, symmetrical, two-story residence with the
second story defined by a bright red decked mansard roof. The
first story is of white stuccoed sandstone and has simple
framed double sash windows with two over two lights. The front
door has side lights and a transom in a molded architrave.
There is an attached front porch with six chamfered and capped
posts grouped in two sets of three. The porch has an openwork
frieze of scroll designs. At the top of the posts there are
elaborate tall brackets with pendants beneath a narrow cornice.
The porch has a flat roof with bead and spindle balustrade
centered by an inverted scroll ornament. Access to the balcony
is through a double window, at the center of the second story,
set in a recess with convex sides and small gabled top. The
gabled top of this recess is crested with a peak of rope moldind
and with carpenter's lace and bead trim beneath the eaves.
There is a wide molded entablature with paired brackets beneath
a projecting cornice at the beginning of the second story. The
red shingled mansard roof has a concave slope and there are
white shingle designs between each dormer. The dormers have
arched one over one windows with scrolls carved into their
surrounds. The window jambs widen out at the bottom. There
is a small gabled roof with flat "wings" on each dormer, and
each is crested with a peak of wooden rope molding, and has
two pairs of brackets at the front part of the eaves. The
deck is also crested with rope molding. There are four tall
chimneys, two on each side. There is a rear lean-to addition
with a recent additional extension forming a porch roof sup-

ported by diagonal braces.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE /.;‘ \

The Lay-Bozka House in Hallettsville, Texas, with its
bright red and white roof, is of a type that is quite rare now,
in part because so many of the original patterned shingle
mansard roofs have been replaced. This was always a very
colorful example. The house has a frosting of white wooden
rope moldings and finials cresting the roof and the dormers,
and there is Carpenter's Lace and bead and spindle work on
the front porch and the fanciful canopy above it.

The house was built from 1878 to 1882 and has a history
almost as unusual as its "birthday-cake" appearance. James
Lay, first owner of the house, was a Hallettsville doctor.
One of his patients was a visitor by the name of Victor Hugo,
by tradition believed to be a French agent in Mexico, who had
become ill while visiting Hallettsville. Lay took care of
Hugo, who was unable to pay for the medical services, but
offered, instead, to design a home for Lay. Lay accepted the
offer, and hired B. J. E. Dietz as builder. Eventually, the
house cost $4,750.

The first story was of white sandstone quarried at
Campbell Branch, one mile north of Halletsville and the walls
are 18" to 24" thick. The upper story was of cypress said to
have been ordered from Chicago and shipped to Schulenburg,
Texas, then brought to Halletsville by ox-cart.

Latest owners of the Lay-Bozka House are the M. I. Bozkas,
who bought the house in 1948. They have done some restoration
work, and made a few changes: they extended the roof in back
to create an outside porch, and installed a kitchen in the
main part of the house. The structure retains most of its
original details, however, such as slate front steps, a beau-
tiful walnut stairway, and four operating fireplaces. The
house is sited on 2 hill overlooking Hallettsville and the
Lavaca River. Mr. Bozka is a former mayor of Hallettsville,

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1968.
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THE LAY-BCZKA HOUSE
205 FAIRWINDS
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. JAN 2 2 1971

Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Survey Committee
Post Office Box 12276
Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711
Dear Mr. Latimer:
We are plesased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and John G. Tower and the appropriate
Representatives have also been notified. A leaflet explaining
the National Register is enclosed for each of the property owners.
Please withhold any publicity on this until you have received a carbon
copy of the Congressional correspondence.
Sincerely yours,
(Siguea)
Ernest Allen Comnally
Chief, Office of Archeology
and Historic Preservation

Enclosures

Sntered in the National Register _ JAN 25 1971

CcC:
HR 1/5/71 SMarusin:naf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR




Properties added to the National Register of Historiec Places

R

The Kennard House Gonzales County, Texas
The Allen-~Bell House Bastrop County, Texas
The Lay-Bozka House Lavaca County, Texas
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FEB 371
Hon. RAbraham Rasen, Jr.
Houss of Representatives
Yashiagton, D. C.
Dear ir. Xasen:
Mmmu-ﬂuinfmmmtm!umumuuusudu
the snelosure have been nominated by the State Liaison Officer
appointed by the Covernor for the ispleneatation of the Hatiomal
sistoric Preservatien Program in Texas aad Lave been antered
inte the Hational Rsgister of Historic Places. Senalors Lieyd bBentsan
and Jehn 4. Tower have also been provided with thia information, B8y
sepy of this letter, the State Liaison officer, Mr. Truett Latimer,
Execautive Directoy, Texas State Historical Survey Committee. Post
0ffice Box 13276, Capitel Station, Austis, Texas 78711, has likewise
bess notified. A leaflet axplainiag the Hational Register is eaclosed.

sincarely yours,

3 Joe Holt

kssistant  pirecter
mRelosures

gntered in the Hational Raqi.sw”}!éw_gi 1971 .
cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey
Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Statiom, Austin, Texas 78711
Director, Southwest Region
LL: Mr. Melvin
T
( HR 1/5/71 SMarusin :maf BASIC PILE RETAINED IN HR




Properties added to the National Register of Historic Places

TEXAS

The Kennarxrd House Gonzales County, Texas
The Lay-Bozka House Lavaca County, Texas




BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

SMarusin:naf
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L/5471

Director, Southwest Region
Melvin

Mr.

-
-

CC:
HR

L30~HR

rep 21071
Hon. Lloyvd Rauntuen
United Statas Senate
¥ashingteon, D. C.
Rear Senator Basatgen:
W are pleaszed to inform yon that the historie properties listed on
the onelosure have been nominated by the State Liailson Offisar
aapbinted by the Covernor for the implementation of the ilational
sistoric Pregervation Program in Texzas and have been entared
into the Hational Register of Historic Places. Senator Joinm . Tower
and tha apyropyiate Racrgsentatives have alse beaen provided with this
izforazaticn. By copy of this lotter, the State Liaison Officar,
Mr. Truett Latimer, HExesutive Director, Texas State Historical Survey
Comaittea, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Sitation, Rustin, Texas 78711,
has likewise Leen notifisd. A leaflet explaining the Hational
Register is caclozed.

Sincerely yours,

. Director
inclozures
tatered in the Hational Reqister [/ I‘LZ.,S_JQH__M

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, Ixzscutive Director, Texas State listorical Survey
Committee, Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711

Duplicate letter sent to: jion. John G. Tower
United States 5Senate
Washington, D. C.



Provariies added to the Natioual laglster of tiistorie Places

TZXAS
The Hennard Houso Consalass Ceunty, Texas
the Allen-2all Souss Rasuroe County, Texas

e Lay-Bozia House Lavaca (ounty, "Toxas



