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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R 

j i - NAME~ 
C O M M O N : 

Shelby County Cour thouse 
A N O / O R H I S T O R I C : 

(2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Cour thouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cente r 

Texas 75935 
C O D E C O U N T Y ! 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Chech One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• S i te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

S P u b l i c 

• P r i v o t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P r o c e s s 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

IS! Occup ied 

[ 1 U noccup ied 

Q P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

1 ^ R e s t r i c t e d 

I I U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Q Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ona l 

( 1 En te r ta inment 

rS t Government 

Q I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

Q Museum 

• Pork 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation [Z] Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

' 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

She lby County 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

She lby County Cour thouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cen te r 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Texas 048 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

She lby County Cour thouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cour thouse Square 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cente r Texas 048 ^ 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey «fcL 
5^ D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1969 • Federo l State • Coun ty • L o c o l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee ex 

o 
z 
-n 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E * : 

>108 W. 1 5 t h S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n Texas 048 

o 
z 



|7. DESCRtPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t K Good • F o i r 

( C h e c k One) 

{ 1 De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U nexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d 0 Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved [ 3 Or ig i r .o l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

A small two-story red b r i c k V i c t o r i a n courthouse of the 
Early Romanesque Revival s t y l e . The b u i l d i n g i s rectangular i n 
shape w i t h a gable ro o f and twelve w a l l t u r r e t s w i t h rounded 
ends and a l l resembling chimney stacks. Two-story entrance 
p a v i l i o n s extend out on the nor t h and south sides, each flanked 
by rounded t u r r e t s w i t h b u t t r e s s i n g . The p a v i l i o n s have small 
gables and a large segmentally arched opening w i t h a Tudor hood 
mold and f u l l enframement at the entrance. Above t h i s i s a 
double f o u r - o v e r - f o u r l i g h t window w i t h a segmentally arched 
hood mold. The ends of the courthouse have one-story porches 
s i m i l a r t o the main entrances. The f i r s t - s t o r y windows are 
segmentally arched w i t h nine-over-nine l i g h t s . The second s t o r y 
i s t r e a t e d as a piano n o b i l e w i t h t a l l s i x - o v e r - s i x above six-overty> 
s i x windows i n arched openings w i t h hood molds, and separated by m 
buttresses.The east end has a c e n t r a l bay window w i t h the judge's m 
bench i n a s e m i - c i r c u l a r apse. There i s a small frame cupola 
at the center o f the roof w i t h bracketed gables w i t h a r e l a t i v e l l y 
low p i t c h and surmounted by a weathervane. B r i c k s t r i n g courses 
and d e n t i l a t e d tables mark the w a l l d i v i s i o n s h o r i z o n t a l l y and 
continue around the towers. 

TO 

O 



SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

ID 

H 

UJ 

LJ 

P E R I O D f Check One or Mare as A p p r o p r i a t e ; 

n P re -Co lumb ian 1 • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

• 9 19fh Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E l s l ( I f A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 8 3 — 8 5 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i n o l 

i 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

PC] A r c h i t e c t u r e 

D Art 

Q Commerce 

I t C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

^ C o n s e r v o t i o n 

[ I E d u c a t i o n 

[ I Eng inee r ing 

1 I I ndus t r y 

[ I I n v e n t i o n 

L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

i I L i t e r a t u r e 

n M i l i t o r y 

• M u s i c 

n P o l i t i c o l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

[~~] Sc ience 

[71 Scu lp ture 

[ I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t o r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Urban Planning 

Other (Specify) 

_ - i 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N l F i r A N C E . \ / 

Shelby County i s one of the easternmost counties i n Texas. 
I n the e a r l y 1800s, i t was i n the path of emigrants i n t o Texas, 
many of whom s e t t l e d t e m p o r a r i l y i n the county, and then pro
ceeded westward. Under Mexican government, Shelby County was 
p a r t of the m u n i c i p a l i t y o f Tenaha ; when Texas achieved inde
pendence, i n 1836, the Congress of the Republic created Shelby 
County and named i t f o r Isaac Shelby, United States Revolutionai|y 
s o l d i e r from Tennessee. 

The most important town i n Shelby County, and the f i r s t 
county seat, was S h e l b y v i l l e . I n 1866, however, the c i t i z e n s 
o f the county voted t o move the county seat t o Center. J.B. 
Sanders has noted t h a t the e l e c t i o n was engineered by proponents 
of Center, who placed the e l e c t i o n n o t i c e i n a secluded spot 
accessible p r i m a r i l y t o Center c i t i z e n s . There may be some 
t r u t h t o the t a l e , f o r the res i d e n t s o f S h e l b y v i l l e c a r e f u l l y 
guarded t h e i r courthouse a f t e r the e l e c t i o n , and Center resident[s 
Sam Parker and R.L. Weaver were forced t o abscond w i t h the 
records at n i g h t by h a u l i n g them away i n a wagon. 

Center b u i l t a wooden b u i l d i n g t o house the Shelby County 
records, but June 1, 1882, the b u i l d i n g burned, and a l l the 
records were l o s t . November 11, 1883, the Shelby County Commis
sioners met i n Center, Texas, and adopted a pl a n of construc
t i o n f o r a new courthouse. The County Judge issued bonds, and 
A p r i l 7, 1884, the cour t gave the terms of acceptance f o r con
s t r u c t i o n . Jesse Amason and J.C. Wilson donated land f o r the 
b u i l d i n g . 

A p r i l 8, 1884, the Court opened the sealed b i d s . The best  
b i d was made by John Joseph Emmett Gibson, well-known i n the  
county f o r h i s work on the Shelby County Clerk's o f f i c e b u i l d i n c  
the o l d j a i l , the Tenaha School (since destroyed), and the  
Panola County Courthouse. Gibson was a n a t i v e of B a l l y Moore,  
Eustice County, Clare, I r e l a n d . He came t o the United States  
at the age of seventeen, and moved soon a f t e r t o Shelby County  
He designed the courthouse, and began c o n s t r u c t i o n i n November  
of 1883. The work was concluded March 22, 1885. T o t a l cost  
was $26,725, and the County Court f o r m a l l y accepted the b u i l d i n c 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H I C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Coursey , C l a r k . Texas Courthouses . 

B e l l i n g e r , M a t t i e . "Shelby County Courthouse" 

Webb, Wal ter P r e s c o t t . Handbook of T e x a s . A u s t i n , 1952, 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee marker f i l e s . 

10. G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

3 1 ° 47 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 acre 
i L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

L O N G l T U D E 

94° 10' 53' 

Y B O U N D * ; i 

C O U N T Y : 

U . FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : Wayne B e l l , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

Roxanne W i l l i a m s o n , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 11-13-70 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

108 W. 15th S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

A u s t i n 
12. S T A T E L IA ISON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of s ignif icanc^of this nomination i« 

National State. ^ 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Date I a - \0-lO 

TEXAS 

3 ^ 

m 
m 

048 
N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office ot Archeology and Historic Preservation 

MAR 311971 
Date 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Keeper of ftie Natiortal Regfste 

MAR 1 2 1971 
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H 

O 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) # 1 

TEXAS 
C O U N T Y 

She lby 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

7A3fY^-(?D^V- W3,/h/ 
(Number all entriea) 

8. (cont'd) 
February 12, 1886. 

Today, the Shelby County Courthouse i s one of the f i v e oldes 
courthouses i n Texas, and one of the few which r e t a i n an almost 
unchanged appearance and c o n d i t i o n . M a t e r i a l s which Gibson used 
included red and grey b r i c k , Rosendale cement, lime mortar, and 
yellow pine. There are e i g h t rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r ; the 
second s t o r y includes a courtroom and j u r y rooms. 

Although b u i l t i n the 1880s the courthouse has a naive e a r l y 
V i c t o r i a n q u a l i t y , r e l a t e d t o the Romanesque Revival of the 1850s 
i n the East. ^Twelve prominent w a l l t u r r e t s w i t h rounded caps 
are reminiscent of chimney stacks. The simple gable roof boasts 
a small frame cupola w i t h b r a c k e t t e d gables and a weathervane. 
The b u i l d i n g was c a r e f u l l y designed and has much charm. 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark - 1969 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

TEXAS 

She lby 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R I r» , I - i_i nn u s_ r% | C . I 

1. NAME 

C O M M O N : Shelby County Courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e 

=) 
Q£ 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

C e n t e r 

1- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

oo TEXAS 048 S h e l b y 419 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C E 

S O U R C E : 

U n i t e d S t a t e s Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r i o r G e o l o g i c a l Survey 
SCALE: 1 : 6 2 5 0 0 

DATE: 1956, 1958 ( p h o t o - r e v i s e d 1969) 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L U M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 

Texas Map Reference #3194-440 





MAR / 1 1971 

K30-UR 

-Mr. Truett Latinier 
Executivo Director 
Texas StAte Historical Survey Cosmittee 
Po3t Office Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 70711 

Dear I'x, Latimen 

We are pleacnd to inform you that the historic properties li s t e d on 

the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historic 

Places. Senators Lloyd Bentsen and Jolin G. Tover and the appropriate 

Representatives euro beii;g infonr.ed. A leaf l e t explaining the National 

Register i s enclosed for each of tho property ov.mors. Please withhold 

any publicity on th i s u n t i l you have received a carbon copy of tho 

Congressional corresix>ndencs. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

tnclosures 

?.̂AR 3 ] 1971 
Entered i n the Kational Register 

cc: 
HR 

PDHerricktrrra 3 /30 /71 BASIC FILE RETAIHED IN HR 



Properties added to tl»« uational Register of Kistoric Places 

TEXAS 

The (lagnolias 

Jeffvirsoa Historic d i s t r i c t 

Port St, Loctis 

Tho r i a t i r o n tuilding 

Shelby County Courthouse 

Tho Maqoffin !lon^stead 

tonroe-CrooX !:ouaa 

IJarion County 
Jefferson, Texas 

J^rion County 
Jefferson, Texas 

Victoria County 
Inez, T^xas 

Tarrant County 
Fort v:orth, T'sxas 

Shelby County 
Cantor, Texaa 

El Para County 
El Paeo, Texas 

Houston County 
Croc):ett, Texas 
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Hon, Llovd S-sntsen 
L^.ltcd statea Senate 
H^ahin-'jton, O. C. 

D«ar f.«i-:r»«tor Ssmtaem 

«e are rl*ia»e<-i to i n f o m you tna t the h i s t o r i c proj t - r t ies l i s t e n oa 

tlie ttjscloftuto have l;*ea neainated by the State Liaieca O f f i c e r 

at-point'rd by tha Covernor f o r the iepiwr^entattoa o f the na t iona l 

H i s to r i c Preservation r ro^ra* i n Texas end l-.ave t«en entered i n t o th« 

Katlonai Rvi'iit ter of H ia to r l c i ' laces. S^iiator Johr. G. Tover and the 

appropriate S e p r e » c u t a t l v « s )j>ve aleo i rovld^isl v i t h t i i l a i a f o r » a t i o o . 

By copy <>J tJiia l e t t e r , the State Liaison O f f i c e r , i*r. True t t i-atiper, 

i:aecucivo Dir^JCtor, Texas Stat«i H i s t o r i c a l Curveiy Cosait tee, Post O f f i c e 

i:ox 12270, Capi tol S ta t ion , Aus t in , Texas 75711, tas li>:cwie« lo«a 

n o t l f i c r i . A l e a f l e t e x i - l a l n i n j the isatlonai :««?ieter i s enclosed. 

SlTicereiy yours, 

(Sisoes>f 

Direc tor 

MflR ? 1 1971 
Entered i n tho S.ifcional Tejister^ 

CCS J'jr. Truett Latiruor, Executive Director, Texas State Historical Survey 
Connitteo, P. O. Eox 12276, Capitol Station, Austiii, Texas 7&711 

Alco notified: I:on. John G. Tower Hon. Wright Pataan 
United States Senate J;on. John Young 

Hon. Janes C. Wright, Jr. 
Hon. Richard C. White 
Hon. Jolin Dowdy 



Properties added to tim uational negiater of Historic i'lp.cea 

TSXAS 

The iJagnolias 

Jeffesreon historic D i s t r i c t 

Fort St, Louis 

The Flatiri->r> Building 

Shelby County Courthouse 

The Magoffin F;o»?estead 

Monroe-CrooX Fiouse 

Ilarion County 
Jefferson, Texas 

Marion County 
Jefferson, Texas 

Victoria County 
Inea, Texas 

Tarrant County 
Fort Worth, Texaa 

Shelby Coui'.ty 
Center, Texas 

El Paso County 
El Paso, Texas 

Houston County 
Crochect, Texas 



Texas State Historical Survey Com iKee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 7r/ l l 
Trueil Latimer 

fiecufire Difctetf 
"^^Nll q 

December 18, 1973 

Judge V.V. Pate 
Shelby County Judge 
Center, Texas 75935 

Dear Judge Pate: 

The Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission i s deeply alarmed and 
shocked by the wanton destruction of the h i s t o r i c a l l y 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t Shelby County Courthouse. 

The remodellings which are p r e s e n t l y being c a r r i e d out on 
t h i s m a g n i f i c e n t 1883-1885 Nfational Register p r o p e r t y 
are p l a i n l y not o r d i n a r y maintenance and r e p a i r s and you 
are c l e a r l y i n v i o l a t i o n of a r t i c l e 6145, s e c t i o n 9c, 
f o r t h i s work damages the h i s t o r i c a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y o f the courthouse. 

This agency has not been given p r i o r n o t i c e of t h i s work, 
as r e q u i r e d by law and we hereby give you formal n o t i c e 
t h a t we are c o n s u l t i n g the At t o r n e y General's o f f i c e t o 
determine what l e g a l a c t i o n shc>uld be undertaken i n t h i s 
case. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

4 ^ ^ 
/ 

'^Gar^/L. Hume, D i r e c t o r 
N a t i o n a l Register Programs 

f o r Texas 

GLH/dra 

CC: Kay Sanders 

J.B. Sanders 



January 15, 1974 

Mr. Leon B. Sanders 
419 Nacogdoches Street 
Center, Texas 75935 

Dear Leon: 
Re: Changes i n Shelby County Courthouse 

Thank you f o r your recent l e t t e r and the enclosed l e t t e r 
from the Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee. I have 
referred both l e t t e r s to Judge J.C. Davis, Chief of our 
State and County A f f a i r s D i v i s i o n , f o r his recommendation. 

Thank you f o r bringing t h i s matter to our a t t e n t i o n , 
and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

^ Joe K. Longley 
Chief, A n t i t r u s t and 
Consumer Protection 

cc: Judge J.C. Davis 


