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S T A T E : 

T e x a s 
C O U N T Yr 
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E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

JUL 3 1 197̂  
| 1 . NAME 

C O M M O N ; 

Y s l e t a M i s s i o n 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

M i s s i o n de Corpus C h r i s t i de l a Y s l e t a 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

US Highway 80 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Y s l e t a 
S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

T e x a s 048 E l P a s o 1 4 1 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATU.? 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

[ • Si te • . S t r u c t u r e 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

^ Occup ied 

I I U n o c c u p i e d 

• P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

^ R e s t r i c t e d 

1 I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r o l 

I I Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ona I 

! 1 En te r to inmen t 

1 I Government 

[ 1 I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

[ 1 M u s e u m 

• Pork 

[ I P r i v a t e Res idence 

^ R e l i g i o u s 

[ 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

1 I Comments 

' 4 , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Diocese of E l Paso , C a t h o l i c Church 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1012 North Mesa 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E l Paso Texas Q4S_ 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

E l Paso County Courthouse and Diocese of E l Paso , C a t h o l i c 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Church , 1012 North Mesa 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

E l Paso Texas 048 
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T l T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1936 [ j j Fede ro l • Sfat« • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y of .Congress 

o 
z 
-0 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington DC 008 
(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t El Good • Fair 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

^ A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved [ 3 O r i g i no l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y SI C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^The o l d Mission de Corpus C h r i s t i de l a Ysleta, as i t 
stands today, i s p r i m a r i l y the r e s u l t of the 1907 r e c o n s t r u c t i o r 
a f t e r the nave, t o w e r - b e l f r y , and transepts were destroyed by 
f i r e . Parts of the o r i g i n a l w a l l s withstood the f i r e , and 
were u t i l i z e d i n the r e b u i l d i n g (see attached photo of s t r u c t u r e 
a f t e r 1907). Consequently,,in i t s basic size and shape,the 
mission church i s s i m i l a r i n appearance t o the eighteenth 
c a i t u r y mission church as constructed i n 1744.1 

The p r i n c i p a l facade has a t h r e e - s t o r y tower w i t h wooden, 
l a t e V i c t o r i a n s t y l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l decoration. The pre-1907 
tower was, according t o an 1880 photograph, wider, o f burned 
b r i c k , and four s t o r i e s h i g h w i t h a masonry, bee-hive shaped 
dome. The entrance facade i n the same photograph shows a roundc 
window above the door, no f a n l i g h t over the door, and two niches 
i n the i r r e g u l a r l y shaped gable. 

The transept and s a c r i s t y have b a t t e r e d w a l l s and a 
s l i g h t l y i r r e g u l a r c r u c i f o r m shape which shows a strong s t y l i s ­
t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the eighteenth century Spanish C o l o n i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e of the New Mexico mission f i e l d . This e x t e r i o r 
rear p o r t i o n of the mission church c o n t r a s t s sharply w i t h the 
1907 reworking o f the main facade. 

I n t e r i o r f u r n i s h i n g s , i n c l u d i n g a l t a r s , c e i l i n g r a f t e r s 
and t h e i r console supports, and a l l woodwork are executed i n a 
l a t e c l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l s t y l e which dates from the 1907 recon­
s t r u c t i o n . 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

OO 

UJ 

UJ 

CO 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I d ] 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry S 17th Centu ry 

3E ] 18th Centu ry 

19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

1682, 1744, 190/ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

S H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

^ A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

1 1 C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

3 E ng inee r i ng 

] I ndus t r y 

3 I n v e n t i o n 

I ] L o n d s c o p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

I I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

r~| T h e a t e r 

[ I T r o n s p o r t o t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

I The Rio Grande V a l l e y south of E l Paso d e l Norte was, i n 
the l a t e seventeenth century, a p a r t of the range lands of the 
Sumas and Manos Indians. The missionary i n t e r e s t i n t h i s land 
r e s u l t e d from the forced settlement here i n 1680-1682 of New 
Mexico I n d i a n s . / A few Pueblo t r i b e s , the Tiguas, P i r o , Tano, 
and Jemez had maintained f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s w i t h the Spanish 
during the r e v o l t , and they, too, were forced t o f l e e the 
northern Rio Grande V a l l e y . 

/ Y s l e t a d e l Sur, named a f t e r the o r i g i n a l settlement i n 
Ysleta, New Mexico, began as a refugee camp f o r p r i m a r i l y Tigua 
I n d i a n s . / I n 1681, 305 more Tiguas from upper Ysleta came t o 
the camp a f t e r an a b o r t i v e attempt t o reconquer New Mexico i n 
the same year. I n 1684, the Tiguas were f o r m a l l y organized 
i n t o the v i l l a g e of Sacramento de los Tiguas de Ysleta. 

"The f i r s t church was made of logs, probably from c o t t o n ­
wood trees which v i r t u a l l y f o r e s t e d the v a l l e y a t one time. 
The f i r s t p r i e s t was Fray Avalo Zavalete. A new mission of 
Corpus C h r i s t i de los Tiguas de Ysl e t a was o f f i c i a l l y bestowed 
upon Fray Joaquim de Hinojosa by newly appointed Governor Varga^ 
i n 1691" (Gerado Decorme, Short H i s t o r y o f Ysl e t a M i s s i o n ) . 

/The Ysleta mission church was erected at i t s present s i t e 
i n 1744, on what was by then e s t a b l i s h e d farmlands /(Binion, 
E l Paso Landmarks, p.8). I n 1760, Bishop Tameron of Durango 
v i s i t e d the mission and l e f t t h i s account: "Two leagues t o the 
east of Senecu was the mission c a l l e d Corpus C h r i s t i y San Antohio 
de l a Ysleta, which also had a r e s i d e n t missionary. There were 
e i g h t y - f i v e f a m i l i e s of P i r o Indians w i t h 491 persons (no Tiguas 
were mentioned), and eighteen Spanish f a m i l i e s w i t h one hundred 
and t h i r t y - o n e persons" (Our C a t h o l i c Heritage, Volume I I I . p. 2(35) 

"This was on the banks of the r i v e r , about f i v e leagues 
east of Guadalupe (Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de E l Paso, i n 
Juarez). i t s church was an exact r e p l i c a of t h a t a t Senecu, 
being s i x varas (approximately 33.3 inches = 1 vara) long and 
f i v e and a h a l f wide, w i t h a tr a n s e p t t h a t measured nine varas" 
( I b i d ) . 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #2) 
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10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

_S1_ 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C H E S 

L A T l T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

31° 41' 28" 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

106° 19' 08" 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 2 a C r e S 

L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

H . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : Wayne B e l l , Project Director 

Gary Hume, A r c h i t e c t u r a l His tor ian 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee! 6-14-72 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

108 W. 15th S tree t , 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Austin 
[ 1 2 S T A T E L I A I S O N O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A l l O N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the Nati^lal Park Service. The^^ommended 

level of signifijKiBce of this nominatic 

National ilq irlL^O 

Name 

Title State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r 

Date June 29, 1972 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chi^f, O f f i c e of Archeology and Hiyqoric Preservation 

ikllll^ D a t e 
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8. ( c o n t d . ) 
Ysleta, along v?ith Socorro and Spn E l i z a r i o , was o r i g i n a l l y 

on the west bank of the Rio Grande. However, on January 12, 1849, 
a major f l o o d changed the course of the r i v e r and cut a new 
channel which placed the three v a l l e y towns on the east or Texas 
side of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l boundary. Accounts of the e f f e c t of 
the p e r i o d i c f l o o d i n g of the Rio Grande are obscure; however, i t 
would appear t h a t such f l o o d i n g must have damaged the mission. 

I n 1907, most of the church was destroyed by f i r e . I n an 
e f f o r t t o r i d the b e l f r y - t o w e r of bats, a sexton placed several 
buckets of sulphur and other chemicals i n the tower overnight. 
The chemicals i g n i t e d during the n i g h t and destroyed most of the 
s t r u c t u r e . Only the s a c r i s t y remained unscathed. A few of the 
r e l i c s , i n c l u d i n g the o l d mission b e l l and a statue of C h r i s t 
which had been brought from Spain, were saved. The church was 
r e l b u i l t almost immediately, u t i l i z i n g the o r i g i n a l s a c r i s t y and 
the remaining w a l l s . 

The mission at Ysl e t a was founded by Franciscans, was l a t e r 
secularized and, since 1881, has been administered by the J e s u i t 
Order. During the mission's long h i s t o r y , i t has been named 
Mission de Corpus C h r i s t i de l a Ysleta, Mission de Sen Antonio 
de l a Ysleta, Mission de Nuestra Senora de Monte Carmelo, and 
I g l e s i a d e l Carmen. 

/4'he mission, w h i l e founded l a t e r than the New Mexico mission^ 
i s unique i n t h a t i t has continuously served the Tigua I n d i a n 
community from i t s establishment i n 1682 t o the present./ On the 
west side of the mission plaza i s the Ys l e t a d e l Sur Pueblo 
community b u i l d i n g , which according t o records was established 
between 1682 and 1690. The headquarters f o r the Tigua I n d i a n 
Community also adjoins the mission plaza. 

The Tiguas are a displaced branch of the Tiwa-speaking Puebl^ 
Indians of c e n t r a l New Mexico. The Tiwa's strong, i n g r a i n e d 
s p i r i t of s u r v i v a l and r e t e n t i o n of ancient c u l t u r e could not 
be b e t t e r i l l u s t r a t e d than by the Tiguas, who s t i l l e x i s t today 
as an i n t a c t group of Indians w i t h many f a m i l i e s of pure I n d i a n 
s t r a i n l i v i n g i n the small community o f Ysle t a i n the c i t y of 
El Paso. 

The Tiguas l i v e i n almost complete withdrawal from modern 
day c i v i l i z a t i o n , and continue t o p r a c t i c e t h e i r ancient customs. 
Each year they f a i t h f u l l y perform t h e i r I n d i a n r i t u a l dancing i n 
the plaza i n f r o n t of the Ysleta Mission church which t h e i r 
forebearers constructed, as wards of the missionaries nearly 
three hundred years ago. The Indians continue t o maintain the 
t r i b a l c i v i l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c l u d i n g the o f f i c e of "casique" or 

(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #3) 
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8. (contd. 2) 
c h i e f of the Tiguas, given t o them under Spanish a u t h o r i t y , 
dances, I n d i a n chants and few remaining words of the Tigua 
language i d e n t i f y t h e i r unique c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark, 1962. 

T h e i i 
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_ 9. Bibliography. iTl'^•^>--
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Map Coverage. 
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| E NAME 
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Y s l e t a M i s s i o n 
|AND/OR HISTORIC: Corpus Chr 1 s11 de l a Y s l e t a  

|2. LOCATION 

u 

D 

I -

UJ 

UJ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

US h i g h w a y 80 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Y s l e t a 

Texas 048 
3. MAP R E F E R E N C e 

United States Department of the I n t e r i o r Geol. Survey 
1:24000 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th ar row. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 

Texas Map Reference #3106-424 
Ysleta, Texas ^ 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUL 3 1 1972 

Name Location 

Talat* Mission Ysleta 
SI Paso County 

Historic District 
Starr County 

Also Notified 
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Director, Southwest Region 
HR NRowland:be 8-1-72 

State Liaison Officer 
Mr. Truett Latiser 

itive Dijcaetor 
State Historical Survey 

Coaadttee 
P. O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Aaatin, Texas 78711 


