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The s t r u c t u r e consisted o r i g i n a l l y of a basement f o r 
storage, a s t u d i o above i t twenty-two by t h i r t y f e e t w i t h a 
s i x t e e n - f o o t c e i l i n g . There was a bal u s t e r e d sun deck f o r 
the r o o f , and there were three entrances. On the south a 
small p o r t i c o served as a ca r r i a g e porch, w h i l e on the west 
the entrance was t o a small r e c e p t i o n room opening o f f the 
st u d i o . The t h i r d entrance was also the t y p i c a l large n o r t h 
window, almost the size of the w a l l . A trapdoor l e d t o the 
basement, and the n o r t h window was hinged so as to permit i t s 
opening f o r loading and unloading o f m a t e r i a l s , i n c l u d i n g 
large or heavy crates and blocks of stone or heavy pieces of 
s c u l p t u r e . The nor t h elevation- was so designed as t o place 
the massively r e i n f o r c e d s t u d i o f l o o r and n o r t h window-entrance 
at a convenient l e v e l f o r d e l i v e r y v e h i c l e s . The a d j o i n i n g 
r e c e p t i o n room i s two steps higher t o f a c i l i t a t e keeping i t s 
f l o o r f r e e of dust and p a r t i c l e s from the s t u d i o . 

A small square mezzanine-type balcony i s s i t u a t e d i n the 
southeast corner of the s t u d i o , reached by narrow l a d d e r - l i k e 
steps. By c u r t a i n i n g i t the a r t i s t had a r e s t and dressing 
area which by a second f l i g h t of l a d d e r - l i k e steps gave access 
to the roof and i t s sun deck. 

Being windowed on the n o r t h and east sides, i t i s a 
pleasant and comfortable work area, p r e s e n t l y used as c r a f t s 
s t u d i o s . Th© size o f the basement was more' than doubled by the 
enlargement of the b u i l d i n g i n 1902. 

The-additions'on the east half' of the b u i l d i n g i n 1902 
con s i s t of a tower, another porch, and two large rooms.i The 
tower forms the c e n t r a l i z i n g element o f the south f r o n t of 
the b u i l d i n g . I t contains an entrance h a l l and a s t a i r w e l l 
leading t o the second s t o r y east room and t o a tower room at 
the t h i r d l e v e l . A ground-level door i n t o the tower makes i t 
poss i b l e t o reach the upper s t o r i e s of t h e b u i l d i n g w i t h o u t 
e n t e r i n g e i t h e r the s t u d i o or the large e x h i b i t room added 
onto i t s east side. The l a t t e r i s entered by a more monumental 
doorway enframed by a small square porch formed by the east 
w a l l of the tower and the south w a l l o f the e x h i b i t room. A 
stone p i e r at the southeast corner and a p i l a s t e r against the 
tower support the roof of the porch which c o n s t i t u t e s a 
balcony entered from the second s t o r y east room. The r a i l i n g 
of the balcony i s composed of stone p l i n t h s connected by metal-
work enframing the Texas "Lone Star" m o t i f . 

The second f l o o r comprises mainly a s i n g l e large room 
which served 'ais a r e t r e a t and r e s t area f o r the i a r t i s t i Her 
husband. Dr. Edmund Montgomery, used the tower room f o r h i s 
study when v i s i t i n g from Liendo P l a n t a t i o n . ( L i v i n g quarters 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet #1) 
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were i n a temporary s t r u c t u r e separate from the s t u d i o b u i l d i n g . ) 
The harmony of the b u i l d i n g w i t h i t s s i t e i s o f t e n remarked 

upon, and t h i s q u a l i t y perhaps p a r t l y explains why the composi­
t i o n as a whole, v i s i b l e mainly from the south and from the west, 
seems harmonious i n s p i t e of disparate elements. The c l a s s i c a l 
q u a l i t y of the o r i g i n a l s t u d i o p o r t i o n c o n s i s t s mainly i n the 
p o r t i c o which i s subordinate t o the s t r u c t u r e as a whole, and 
i t s c l a s s i c a l elements are personal or modified: t r i g l y p h s 
formed i n t o brackets, columns octagonal r a t h e r than a c t u a l l y 
f l u t e d , and the pediment w e l l below the r o o f l i n e behind i t . The 
small wing on the west which served as a r e c e p t i o n room has a 
suggestion of c r e n n e l a t i o n at the top, and t h i s seems s u b t l y t o 
harmonize t h a t end of the b u i l d i n g w i t h the s l i g h t c r e n n e l a t i o n 
treatment of the top of the tower. Even the second small porch 
on the east side of the tower, though d i s s i m i l a r t o the c l a s s i c a l 
one, does not clash w i t h i t , perhaps because of the suggestion of 
c l a s s i c a l forms i n i t s parapet. The s i m p l i c i t y of a l l these 
forms keeps any of them from being o b t r u s i v e or cla s h i n g , and the 
use of limestone i n the e n t i r e s t r u c t u r e helps t o blend the 
p a r t s , w h i l e the r e s t r a i n e d boldness of the tower gives a focus 
t o the composition. The b u i l d i n g c l e a r l y expresses t h a t the 
whole design was worked out, and i t s p a r t s r e l a t e d one t o the 
other by a s c u l p t o r . 

GPO 901 .0 82 
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T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

#The sc u l p t j j r e s s E l i s a b e t Ney (b. Munster, Germany, 1833, 
d. A u s t i n , Texas, 1907) designed the b u i l d i n g as a scu l p t o r ' s 
s t u d i o and supervised i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 1892, at which time 
she was beginning t o receive s u b s t a n t i a l commissions i n Austin. 

Although the a r t i s t more than doubled the b u i l d i n g ' s 
size by adding a h a l f s t o r y and tower i n 1902, the studio 
p o r t i o n remains i n t a c t and could, even today, serve i t s 
o r i g i n a l purpose./' (The e n t i r e b u i l d i n g remains e s s e n t i a l l y 
as i t was i n the a r t i s t ' s l i f e t i m e and the same i s t r u e of i t s 
s e t t i n g . ) 

/Having become a United States c i t i z e n i n 1884, E l i s a b e t 
Ney's st a t u s as an outstanding European a r t i s t (court s c u l p t o r 
t o Ludwig I I of Bavaria and also r e c i p i e n t of numerous 
Prussian and Hanoverian s t a t e commissions) g r a d u a l l y became 
known i n Texas/vhere she and her husband. Dr.- Edmund 
Montgomery, had purchased the p l a n t a t i o n , "Liendo", a National 
Register property, near Hempstead, i n 1873. V i r t u a l l y a l l her 
productive l i f e as an American a r t i s t t r a n s p i r e d at the Austin 
s t u d i o which she c a l l e d "Formosa" a f t e r a v i l l a she once 
occupied i n Madera^:-. ; r i . i •. 

The B u i l d i n g of the Au s t i n s t u d i o was p a r t of an under­
t a k i n g by which she e v e n t u a l l y a t t r a c t e d n o t i c e at the 
n a t i o n a l l e v e l . ^ H e r dareer i n Austin began w i t h her com­
mission by the Committee f o r the Texas P a v i l l i o n i n 1892 to 
execute statues of Stephen F. Austin and of Sam Houston f o r 
the 1893 Columbian E x h i b i t i o n i n Chicago. Those two works 
were the f i r s t from the Au s t i n s t u d i o , and i n 1905 they were 
permanently placed i n Statuary H a l l of the Nat i o n a l C a p i t o l / A 
du p l i c a t e p a i r cut under the a r t i s t ' s s u p e rvision were placed 
i n the s t a t e c a p i t o l . A s u b s t a n t i a l body of works was produced 
i n the meantime, a l l from the A u s t i n s t u d i o where the a r t i s t 
worked u n t i l her death. Her f i r s t Texas commission had been 
an American counterpart of her two e a r l i e r works shown i n the 
Prussian e x h i b i t at the Paris I n t e r n a t i o n a l E x h i b i t i o n of 1867, 
busts of Bismark and G a r i b a l d i . A chronology of the a r t i s t ' s 
works, European and American reveals t h a t the l a t t e r h a l f were 
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created at "Formosa". Most notable of a l l , a "Lady Macbeth" on 
permanent e x h i b i t at the Smithsonian c o l l e c t i o n , has received 
s u b s t a n t i a l s c h o l a r l y and c r i t i c a l commendation. 

The s t u d i o i s well-known and has long been associated w i t h 
the a r t i s t . The b u i l d i n g was mentioned i n Lorado T a f t ' s H i s t o r y 
of American Sculpture i n 1903, and i t served as a nucleus i n 1911 
f o r gatherings and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s leading t o the 
founding of the Texas Fine A r t s A s s o c i a t i o n . I n i t s c h a r t e r 
t h a t group defined as one of i t s o b j e c t i v e s "the p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of the memory and the a r t c o l l e c t i o n of E l i s a b e t Ney." The 
b u i l d i n g has been a museum since 1909 and belongs to the c i t y of 
Austin whereas the c o l l e c t i o n , though permanently housed at the 
stu d i o , a c t u a l l y i s the pro p e r t y of the U n i v e r s i t y of Texas. 
E l i s a b e t Ney's often-expressed desire and sense of mission t o 
f o s t e r the f i n e a r t s i n Texas, where the s t a t e u n i v e r s i t y had no 
a r t department i n her l i f e t i m e , has, t o a s i g n i f i c a n t extent, 
been c a r r i e d foreward i n the b u i l d i n g which was her s t u d i o . She 
l e f t no w i l l , but her widower and f r i e n d s made possi b l e the 
pre s e r v a t i o n and e v e n t u a l l y the p u b l i c custodianship of the 
grounds, the b u i l d i n g , and the c o l l e c t i o n of her works. 

I t i s evident t h a t the s t u d i o represents standard European 
norms and p r a c t i c e s i n i t s makeup and f a c i l i t i e s . I t s design 
by the a r t i s t no doubt r e f l e c t s her formative experience of the 
European h a l f of her career. That she was able t o b r i n g about 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of such a f a c i l i t y w i t h o u t an a r c h i t e c t ' s 
assistance i n a place where there had been no precedent f o r i t 
was indeed a pioneering accomplishment. I t s l a s t i n g e f f e c t s are 
evidenced by the respect i n which the establishment has always 
been held and by the s u r v i v a l and success of the Texas Fine Arts 
Association which traces i t s o r i g i n s t o the example and i n f l u e n c e 
of E l i s a b e t Ney. Legends grew up about her long before her death, 
and t h e i r s u r v i v a l as l o c a l f o l k l o r e add t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
the b u i l d i n g . 

Recorded Texas H i s t o r i c Landmark, 1968. 
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
Box 12276, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 78711 
Trueff Lafimer 

Execufire Director 

November 16, 1972 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers 
Chief 
R e g i s t r a t i o n Branch 
The National Register 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C, 20240 

Dear J e r r y : 

May Diana H a r r i s , the Curator of the E l i s a b e t Ney 
Studio, "Formosa", c a l l e d yesterday t o inform me 
t h a t the C i t y o f A u s t i n has applied f o r a HUD h i s ­
t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n g r a n t - i n - a i d f o r t h i s outstand­
ing s t r u c t u r e . We were unaware of t h i s when the 
submission was made. Therefore, would i t be pos­
s i b l e t o so annotate the submission so t h a t the 
review by your o f f i c e can be expedited? 

Thank you f o r your cooperation. 

With warmest regards. 

Garjf L. Ĥ me 
D i r e c t o r , N ational Register 

Programs f o r Texas 

GLH:led 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 
NOV 2 9 1972 

Name Location 

B l i M t e t Mey Studio and MM Austin 
Travis County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 

Hen. Lloyd M. Bentsan, Jr. 
Bon. J. J. (Jaka) Piskla 

Director, Southwest Region 
PHR NRowland:itim 11/30/72 

State Llaiaoa Officer 
nr. Troett Latimr 
Ksacutive Director 
TMcas State Historical Survey 
Coegnittee 

Post Office BOX 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Taacas 78711 


