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• Moved H O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Crockett county courthouse, located at 907 Avenue D, 
i s a two s t o r y limestone s t r u c t u r e designed by a r c h i t e c t , Oscar 
R u f f i n i i n the popular Second Empire S t y l e . B u i l t as the 
second courthouse i n 1902, o n l y eleven years a f t e r Crockett 
county was organized, the s t r u c t u r e dominated the newly founded 
county seat o f Ozona. 

The courthouse i s b u i l t o f hand sawed n a t i v e limestone 
l a i d i n large, rough-hewn, ashlar blocks. The p l a n i s b i 
l a t e r a l l y symmetrical and b a s i c a l l y square w i t h f o u r i d e n t i c a l 
f i v e-bay facades. The f i v e - p a r t composition includes a c e n t r a l 
p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n , framed by two recessed bays and t e r m i n a t i n g 
i n p r o j e c t i n g end p a v i l i o n s . While the main roof i s hipped, 
the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n s form a gabled pediment and the end pa
v i l i o n s are topped by a pyramidal cap. 

A one s t o r y c l a s s i c a l g a l l e r y , s l i g h t l y a l t e r e d i n l a t e r 
years, extends between the two end p a v i l i o n s on each facade. 
O r i g i n a l l y , a balustrade crowned the g a l l e r y c r e a t i n g a balcony, 
but t h i s has been replaced by an i r o n r a i l i n g , i n a d d i t i o n , 
the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of the g a l l e r y at one time p r o j e c t e d s l i g h t l y 
i n p r o p o r t i o n w i t h the p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n . The east 
or rear g a l l e r y and a p o r t i o n of the south g a l l e r y have been 
enclosed. 

The narrow, dressed stone bands located below each row o f 
windows define the f l o o r d i s t i n c t i o n s . The f i r s t f l o o r has 
segmental arched windows and a double door w i t h transom i n the 
c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n . On the second f l o o r the c e n t r a l bay contains 
two adjacent narrow 4 over 4 l i g h t windows crowned by a fan 
l i g h t and round arched l i n t e l . Round arched windows f l a n k each 
side of the c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n s , but the west and east facades 
are d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the side entrances by co n t a i n i n g double 
windows i n the recessed bays. 

Brackets embellish the eaves o f the pedimented gable and 
the t e r m i n a l p a v i l i o n s . The corner p a v i l i o n s are f u r t h e r d i s 
t i n g u i s h e d by the m o d i l l i o n e d e n t a b l a t u r e which forms the base 
of the pyramidal r o o f . 

From the f r o n t c e n t r a l slope o f the hipped roof r i s e s a 
convex Mansard roofed tower which r e s t s on a r e c t i l i n e a r base. 
O r i g i n a l l y , I ' o i e l d' beaoufs were attached to each side o f 
the truncated Mansard r o o f . An i r o n balustrade e n c i r c l e s the 
f l a t deck and supports an arc l i g h t added i n 1909. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Because o f the l a t e settlement o f Crockett County, the 
1902 Second Empire courthouse i s one o f the e a r l i e s t monu
ments t o the county's establishment. Named i n honor o f the 
Alamo hero, c o l o n e l David Crockett, the county i s located 
on the Edwards plateau of southwest Texas and i s bounded 
on the west by the Pecos River. The county was o r i g i n a l l y 
created from a larg e o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t o f Bexar county i n 
1875 from which f i v e counties were l a t e r created. The size 
was decreased i n 1885 when Crockett became a s u b s i d i a r y of 
Val Verde county and i n 1891 the present Crockett County was 
o f f i c i a l l y organized. 

Although the e a r l i e s t i n h a b i t a n t s included the commanche. 
Apache, Kiawa, Mescalera and Lipan I n d i a n t r i b e s , the f i r s t 
settlements were the mid-nineteenth century supply depots 
and outposts f o r wagon t r a i n s . When gold was discovered i n 
C a l i f o r n i a , the western p o r t i o n o f the o l d chihuahua t r a i l , 
surveyed and est a b l i s h e d i n 1848, became a ma.jjor route to 
the west. i n 1850 the government e s t a b l i s h e d stage stands 
t o f u r n i s h f r e s h teams f o r the new m a i l runs through t h i s 
area and i n 1855 Fo r t Lancaster was erected t o insure 
p r o t e c t i o n f o r the t r a v e l e r s . (See Na t i o n a l Register Submis
sio n , F o r t Lancaster, March 11, 1971.) Following the c i v i l 
War Anglo-Americans began moving i n t o t h i s f r o n t i e r region 
and took up unoccupied lands, b u t I n d i a n depredations d i s 
couraged settlement u n t i l the United States government sent 
troops t o the f r o n t i e r posts. The Texas L e g i s l a t u r e provided 
three b a t t a l i o n s o f rangers f o r p r o t e c t i o n o f the area i n 
September, I r ^ ^ . ' * ' * 

The 2,794 square miles o f Crockett county i s an area o f 
rough stony land and shallow s o i l . combined w i t h the semi-
a r i d c l i m a t e , the land proved u n s u i t a b l e f o r a g r i c u l t u r e . 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet # 1 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Bodworth, A l l a n R., Ozona county . New York : Harper & Row, 1964, 

Carson, Mrs. i r a , Ozona, Texas, Crocke t t county 1891-1966, 
Diamond j u b i l e e . Publ ished f o r b e n e f i t o f Crocke t t Co. 
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I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
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Marie D. Landon, H i s t o r i a n 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l commission 11-18-74 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P. 0 . BOX 12276 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

A u s t i n 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law/ 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National BKrk Service. The recgllmended 

level of significanc,^/f this nomination is; 

National 

Name 

TrueVjf Latime 
Title Sta te H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion 

O f f i c e r 

DateNovember 18, 1974 

S T A T E 

Texas 048 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D i » e 
/ 

ATTEST: 

D a t e 

Keeper o l f f t x e , 

DEC 2 6 1974 
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^^N^ S i g n i f i c a n c e continued. 

but by the 1880s s e t t l e r s began buying land f o r c a t t l e and 
sheep grazing. W i l l i a m Perry Hoover founded the f i r s t c a t t l e 
ranch i n 1881 and today 99% o f the land i s used f o r g r a z i n g . 

The f i r s t town. Emerald, was founded i n 1889 by representa
t i v e s of the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Ra i l r o a d , who owned 
some land about seven miles east o f present day Ozona. w i t h 
v i s i o n s o f l a y i n g r a i l r o a d t r a c t s through the area, an immi
g r a t i o n agent from F o r t Worth was h i r e d t o encourage settlement 
and a church, schoolhouse and saloon were provided. Mr. E.M. 
Powell, a surveyor i n West Texas also owned land i n the county, 
upon l e a r n i n g of the county o r g a n i z a t i o n he d r i l l e d a w e l l on 
h i s p r o p e r t y and named the s i t e Ozona. Anxious f o r the county 
seat t o be founded t h e r e , he o f f e r e d t o donate land f o r a 
p u b l i c school, p u b l i c plaza, courthouse, j a i l , water works and 
r e c r e a t i o n park. 

Crockett county was organized on J u l y 1, 1891 and a week 
l a t e r they voted to create the county seat at E.M. Powell's 
s i t e . The people of Emerald l i t e r a l l y moved t h e i r s e t t l m e n t 
to the s i t e of Ozona and became the county seat's f i r s t c i t i z e n s 
A pioneer lawyer i n Crockett county, Charles E. Davidson, was 
ele c t e d the f i r s t county judge and was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the 
town's development. Having grown up on an lowa farm, he r e 
ceived h i s education from the U n i v e r s i t y of Iowa and then r e 
ceived a law degree i n C a l i f o r n i a . He p r a c t i c e d law i n C a l i 
f o r n i a , A u s t i n , Texas, and i n 1883 moved h i s p r a c t i c e t o San 
Angelo, 85 miles from present day Ozona, When the c i t i z e n s 
of Crockett county began o r g a n i z i n g the county, Davidson,who 
owned c a t t l e and some p r o p e r t y there, was p e t i t i o n e d t o run 
f o r county judge. F i r s t e l e c t e d i n 1891, he h e l d the same o f f i c j e 
f o r 52 years and was l a r g e l y responsible f o r the e r e c t i o n of 
the present courthouse i n 1902, 

The f i r s t courthouse was wood frame s t r u c t u r e b u i l t i n 
1891 by the town carpenter Sam T, Smith, The b u i l d i n g served 
the county u n t i l 1902 when the present stone courthouse and 
j a i l were b u i l t , Oscar R u f f i n i , a San Angelo a r c h i t e c t was 
chosen t o design the stone courthouse, R u f f i n i had e a r l i e r 
acted as the s u p e r v i s i n g a r c h i t e c t f o r the f i r s t San Angelo 
courthouse i n 1884, and designed the o r i g i n a l stone courthouses 
of Concho, M i l l s , Sutton, and S t e r l i n g c o u n t i e s . He had also 
designed numerous schools, banks, h o t e l s and commercial b u i l d 
ings i n West Texas, Born i n Cleveland, Ohio, R u f f i n i f o l l owed 

See continuation Sheet # 2 
GPO 9 21 .7 24 
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8, S i g n i f i c a n c e continued, 

h i s o l d e r b r o t h e r , F. E, R u f f i n i , t o A u s t i n and j o i n e d him 
i n a r c h i t e c t u r e p r a c t i c e , i n 1883 Oscar moved t o San Angelo 
f o r h e a l t h reasons and l i v e d there u n t i l h i s death i n 1957, 

The county o f f i c i a l had submitted a bond issue t o the 
c i t i z e n s f o r $30,000, which had been accepted i n December, 1900. 
Mr, R u f f i n i ' s plans were then accepted i n February, 1901, Two 
na t i v e q u a r r i e s , one on the Meyers es t a t e and the other on the 
couch e s t a t e , provided Ozona w i t h the b u i l d i n g stone. One of 
Judge Davidson's requirements f o r the new courthouse was t h a t 
i t be a v a i l a b l e f o r s o c i a l events. For a town o f 1500 people 
i n 1902 the courthouse housed not o n l y the courtroom and county 
o f f i c e s , but contained the l a r g e s t space f o r a dance h a l l . 
During the f i r s t decades o f the Twentieth century the two 
s t o r y stone s t r u c t u r e served as a community center f o r s o c i a l 
events and weekly dances. 

The Oscar R u f f i n i courthouse i s the f i n e s t example o f 
V i c t o r i a n p u b l i c a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the area. Although the county 
has outgrown the f a c i l i t i e s o f the o l d s t r u c t u r e , the c i t i z e n s 
of Ozona plan t o r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g f o r a museum and p u b l i c 
l i b r a r y . 
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2 I WA 
1. NAME 

COMMON: Crocke t t county courthouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

907 A v e , D 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

OC Ozona 
H- S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

T e x a s 048 C r o c k e 105 
3. MAP REFERENCg 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S 7 ,5 ' s e r i es 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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