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{7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The B i v i n s House at 1000 Polk S t r e e t i n A m a r i l l o i s a two-
s t o r y and a t t i c b r i c k mansion w i t h limestone t r i m and a two-
s t o r y pedimented p o r t i c o across the f r o n t . I n i t s o v e r a l l 
composition, the house i s a West Texas ve r s i o n of the l a t e 
Georgian Revival s t y l e . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g i l l u s t r a t e s 
a more e c l e c t i c combination o f Edwardian bay windows, leaded 
glass, and r u s t i c a t e d stone t r i m i n a d d i t i o n t o the Georgian 
Revival elements. The roof i s hipped w i t h a balustraded deck, 
large dormer windows, and wide eaves. 

The entrance i s framed i n the two-story pedimented p o r t i c o 
w i t h f a n l i g h t . The composite columns which support the p r o j e c t 
i n g pediment are i n a group o f three at e i t h e r end o f the simple 
en t a b l a t u r e , while the remainder o f the p o r t i c o i s supported by 
one composite column at e i t h e r end. 

Massive steps w i t h stone balustrade lean t o the f i r s t f l o o r 
entrance and are terminated by large-cement urns. The f r o n t 
door, which i s glazed w i t h leaded mHlions\^n the transom and 
s i d e l i g h t s , i s enframed i n a massive stone segmental arch. This 
i s i n t u r n flanked by ornate leaded glass windows on e i t h e r side 

Above the f r o n t door i s a g e n t l y curved balcony and b a l u 
strade which i s accessible from the second f l o o r doorway. This 
entrance i s very s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f the f i r s t f l o o r i n scale and 
d e t a i l . 

A two-story b r i c k octagonal bay occupies the space under 
the p o r t i c o and t o the l e f t of the f r o n t door. I t i s s t r i p e d 
w i t h a stone band which f o l l o w s the l i n e s o f the window s i l l s 
and l i n t e l s . The windows are large w i t h one pane per sash, 
which i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the p e r i o d when the house was b u i l t . 
The space t o the r i g h t o f the entrance i s occupied by a larg e 
window on each f l o o r , s i m i l a r i n design t o the center window 
of those i n the bay. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

This impressive b r i c k mansion w i t h limestone t r i m was the 
home of the B i v i n s f a m i l y , prominent i n the e a r l y days o f 
ranching i n Texas and the Southwest. I n the grandeur of the 
o v e r a l l composition and i n the solidness o f the m a t e r i a l the 
b u i l d e r achieved an appropriate expression f o r the o r i g i n a l 
owner, Lee B i v i n s , and the times he p e r s o n i f i e d . 

The b u i l d i n g o f the B i v i n s Home began i n 1904. Labor 
d i f f i c u l t i e s developed during the c o n s t r u c t i o n w h i l e Mr. Lee 
Bi v i n s was away on business, so Mrs. Mary E l i z a b e t h B i v i n s 
discharged the craftsmen w i t h whom she was having d i f f i c u l t i e s 
and she then employed replacements. I n a d d i t i o n t o t a k i n g 
personal s u p e r v i s i o n o f the craftsmen, she paint e d the murals 
i n the d i n i n g room. I t r e q u i r e d eighteen months t o complete 
the house. This landmark has always been one o f the showplaces 
o f the panhandle and a constant reminder o f the r o l e of the 
Bi v i n s f a m i l y i n the h e r i t a g e of the re g i o n . 

Mr. Lee B i v i n s was born i n Grayson County, Texas, i n 
October of 1862. i n 1890 he purchased a ranch southwest of 
Claude, Texas, known as Mulberry Pasture. A few years l a t e r 
he purchased the o l d Crow Bar Ranch northwest o f A m a r i l l o 
and moved t o t h a t c i t y . I n 1906 he purchased the LX Ranch 
no r t h of the c i t y and acquired the brand which i s known througl 
out the Southwest. Later he bought the LIT Ranch near Lascosa, 
the coldwater Ranch south of Texhoma, a p a r t of the XIT 
holdings near Channing and a la r g e ranch near F o r t Sumner, 
New Mexico. At the time of h i s death he owned approximately 
500,000 acres o f land and was recognized as the l a r g e s t 
i n d i v i d u a l c a t t l e operator i n the world. He o f t e n had 60,000 
head i n h i s ownership. The n a t u r a l gas deposit on t h i s land 
also r e s u l t e d i n h i s owning the l a r g e s t proven gas acreage 
i n the United States. I n a d d i t i o n t o these vast holdings, 
he leased more than a m i l l i o n acres located i n Texas, New 
Mexico, and other s t a t e s . Besides h i s fabulous c a t t l e , natura], 
gas, and land i n t e r e s t s , B i v i n s had larg e holdings i n A m a r i l l o 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n Sheet # 1) 
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8. Significance continued. 

property and was a stockholder i n many Ttoarillo and Panhandle 
firms. 

The c i v i c and philanthropic a c t i v i t y of Mr. Bivins also i s 
noteworthy. He served f o r one term as county commissioner of 
Armstrong county. He was president of the Panhandle Livestock 
Association f o r one term, and was also a di r e c t o r of the Texas-
Southwestern c a t t l e Raisers Association, Inc. f o r many years. 
For a long period of years, he served a c t i v e l y on the bu i l d i n g 
committee of the F i r s t c h r i s t i a n church. He contributed substan
t i a l l y to the programs of Methodist church and Christian Church 
colleges i n Texas, This pioneer cattleman and c i v i c leader 
was serving his fourth year as mayor of Amarillo when he died 
i n January of 1929, 

After the death of Mr. Lee Bivins, his wife, Mrs, Mary 
Elizabeth Bivins, continued the charitable contributions of the 
Bivins family. Hundreds of Texas Panhandle Plains stockmen 
remember her best as a s p i r i t e d bidder at the annual sale of 
boys' livestock i n the 4H and FFA Auctions at the Amarillo Fat 
Stock Show, Mrs, Bivins seldom kept the stock she bought from 
the boys. After she had bought an animal she usually designated 
i t for re-sale with the proceeds to bene f i t one of the many chari 
t i e s she assisted. Another one of Mrs, Bivins' noted contribu
tions was the creation of the Mary E, Bivins Foundation, This 
foundation financed the construction of a home for e l d e r l y people 
This home f o r the eld e r l y accommodated 50 to 70 persons, including 
operating personnel, and i s located on a 35 acre t r a c t i n east 
Amarillo, The Mary E, Bivins Foundation also endows the continued 
maintenance of t h i s home f o r the e l d e r l y , Mrs. Bivins bequeathed 
her family home to the c i t y of Amarillo at the time of her death 
i n 1951, The City of Amarillo operates the Bivins' family home 
as the Mary E. Bivins Memorial Library, 
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Ron. Wright FatBMi Mr. Troott lAtlaor, HxocntlT* Dlractor 
•att. Jaak Hlghtowar Tasaa Stata Hlatorlcal Sorray Oaaalttaa 

Poat Office Box 12276 
Regional Director, Southwest Region Cepltol Stetlea 

Aaatla, Tasaa 7f7U 
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Itoveaber 1, 1978 

Mr. John S. Stiff 
City Manager 
City of AMrlllo 
P. 0. Box 1971 
Amarillo, Taxaa 79186 

Dear Mr. Stiff: 

On October 30, 1978, tha Council recalved a datenlnatlon froa the 
City of Aaarlllo that the proposed rehahllltatlon and reatoratlon 
of the Mary E. B<ir<nM tun^ would not adreraaly effect that property 
which la Included la tha Hatlonal Regiater of Historic Placoa. The 
Ixacutlva Director doea not object to your deteralnatlon. 

A copy of your deteralnatlon of no adverae effect, along with aupportlag 
docmentatlon and thla concurrence, ahould be Included In any aaaeaaaaat 
or atataaent prepared for thla undertaking In coapllance with the 
National Envlronaental Policy Act and ahould be kept In your recorda aa 
evidence of your coapllance with Section 106 of the Natlmial Hlatorle 
Preaenratlon Act of 1966 (16 D.S.C. 470f, aa aamded, 90 Stat. 1320). 

Tour continued cooperation la appreciated. 

Sincerely youra, 

, 

Loula S. Wall 
Assistant Director, Office of 
lanrlew and Coapllance, Denver 

cc: Chairman 
AC Member-Kennedy 
SHPO:TX 
PLOtHUD-EMBRY 

HHD-KARAS 

JSfifiaJ 
ORCrQUINN 
FILE:TX/BIVINS H0ME/106/CITY/Rehabllltation 
MQ:DRS 11-01-78 


