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7. D e s c r i p t i o n (continued) 

Four c y l i n d r i c a l lime k i l n s are located along a f a i r l y steep 
bank adjacent t o the San Antonio River f l o o d p l a i n , j u s t n o r t h 
east of the mission compound. The bank i t s e l f , when l i n e d w i t h 
clay, forms the south side of each of the k i l n s . B u i l t up clay 
w a l l s on the no r t h , or stream side, complete the c y l i n d r i c a l 
form. Diameters of the k i l n s vary from 1.45 meters t o 2 meters 
and the maximum exposed h e i g h t of the w a l l s i s approximately 
1.5 meters. 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e (continued) 

The lime k i l n s , which are located j u s t northeast of the com
pound, are the only known k i l n s t h a t s u rvive from the Spanish cold 
n i a l period i n Texas, Since lime, produced from the burning of 
l o c a l limestone, was used as a cementing agent i n the masonry of 
the e a r l i e s t permanent b u i l d i n g sequences of some of the other 
San Antonio missions, i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t the same i s t r u e here 
Therefore the k i l n s could date from as e a r l y as c.1740 and i n 
any case w i l l date from the 1740's t o the 1770's. 
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Texas State Historical Survey Committee 
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Nati o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear S i r : 

Attached please f i n d a new map, s i t e plan, and addi
t i o n s t o the statements of the p h y s i c a l appearance 
and s i g n i f i c a n c e of Mission San Francisco de l a 
Espada i n San Antonio. These a d d i t i o n s p e r t a i n t o 
your lime k i l n s t h a t are located j u s t n o r t h of the 
pr e s e n t l y defined N a t i o n a l Register p r o p e r t y . The 
topographic map shows a change i n the coordinates 
corresponding t o the a d d i t i o n a l land i n v o l v e d , adding 
approximately f i v e acres t o the t o t a l . Photographs 
showing the i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s and t h e i r r e l a t i o n 
ship t o the mission compound w i l l f o l l o w . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

XSaryyL. Hume, D i r e c t o r 
N a t i o n a l Register Programs 

f o r Texas 

GLH/dra 

Enclosures 


