
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Rev . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

Texas 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

\ i - NAME 
FEB .2 6 1075 • 

C OMt^ON : 

San Fernando Cathedral 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Church of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria y Guadalupp 
{2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N D N U I v l B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

Henrv B. Gon7alp<; 
S T A T E 

Texas 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Texas 
C O U N T Y : 

Bexar 
3. CLASSIFICATION 

LT, 

z 

UJ 

UJ 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

P r i v o t e 

] Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Occup ied 

1 1 U noccup ied 

IX] P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE ( C h e c k One or More a s i 4pp rop r i a f e ; 

n A g r i c u l t u r o l 

1 1 Commerc i a l 

[71 E d u c o t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inmen t 

I 1 Government 

[~] I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I 1 Museum 

• Pork 

r~] P r i v a t e Res idence 

131 R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

l~1 Tronsportation 

n Other (Specify) 

[7] Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PRQPgRTY 
O W N E R ' S N A K / ( E : 

Francis J . Fure.y. Archbishop of San Ant.nnin; ArrhHinrp.;p nf Sfln Antonio 
S T R E E T A N D N U I ^ B E R : 

Box 32648 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Texas 78284 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Bexar County Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

20 Dolorosa Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 
l6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Texas 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Building Survey 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1936 F e d e r a l • State 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Division of Fine Arts, Library nf Cnngrpss 
S T R E E T A N D N U I ^ B E R : 

10 First Street. South-East 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Washington 

S T A T E : 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia 



| 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t 1 3 Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ro ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecfc One) 

[El A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

f C h e c * O n e ; 

• Moved (55 O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The church of Nuestra Senora de Candelaria y Guadalupe was begun in 
1728 and completed in 1749. The o r ig ina l st ructure was b u i l t of rough 
limestone and mortar on a cruciform plan, facing east, with a single bel l 
tower, vaults spanning the apse, nave, and t ransept , and a cupola placed 
on pendentives over the crossing. The s t ruc tu re , in the Spanish Baroque 
s t y l e , had l i t t l e decoration and an arch i tectura l character of strength 
and sever i ty . By 1840 the o r ig ina l s t ructure was 
was renovated in that year under the d i rec t ion of 
John Odin. 

almost in ru ins , and 
Vice-Prefect Father 

The present s t ruc tu re , now cal led the San Fernando Cathedral, was 
b u i l t over the colonial church, incorporat ing the apse and transept as 
the sanctuary of the new church. Work commenced in 1868 and was completed 
in 1873. Designed by Francis Giraud, the present church, constructed from 
cut limestone block, is Gothic Revival s t y l e , wi th lancet openings, twin 
towers, t r i p l e po r ta l s , and gabled roo f , and elaborated with qua t re fo i l s , 
pinnacles, and moldings. A chancery designed by Leo Dielman was added to 
the west end of the st ructure in 1922. 

The church is located in downtown San Antonio between South Main on 
South Flores Streets. Dimensions f o r the 18th century and the 19th-20th 
century churches are shown on the attached arch i tectura l plans. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

I/O 

U 

I/O 

Z 

LU 

LJ 

PERIOD CC^ecIt One or More as Appropriate) 

r~1 P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • ' 6 f h Century 

• I S t h Cen tu ry • 17th Century 

K l 18th Century 

IX] 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (ll Applicable and Known) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E fChecJt One or More as .Appropr ia te ; 

Abor i g i n a l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[X! A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I \ Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I Educa t i on 

i 1 Eng inee r i ng 

I \ I ndus t r y 

I I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

K ] R e l i g i o n / P h i -

los ophy 

[ J Sc ience 

[^] Scu lp ture 

^ S o c i o i / H u m a n -

i t o r i a n 

r~| T h e a t e r 

I 1 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I n Urban Planning 

• Other (Speclty) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Cathedral of San Fernando (Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria), 
the remains of which are now part of San Fernando Cathedral, was the 
original parish church of the Villa San Fernando de Bexar, the first 
civil settlement (1731) in the Spanish Province of Texas. I t is one 
of a few structures dating from the Spanish colonial mission period 
In Texas (1690-1821) and one of two surviving structures of the 18th 
century Villa de Bexar. 

The church of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria y Guadalupe was begun 
in 1738, and completed in 1749. Although damaged by fire In 1828, i t 
was s t i l l the parish church of San Antonio at the beginning of the Texas 
Revolution. 

The church is associated with several events of the Texas Revolution 
and the men who were Involved in i t . In 1831 James Bowie, who died five 
years later at the Alamo, married Ursula de Veramendi in the church. 
After the Battle of Concepcion on December 12, 1835, the victory flag 
was raised in the tower of the church. A few months later Santa Ana 
had the flag of "no quarter" raised in the same place at the seige and 
fall of the Alamo. 

In February, 1837, Colonel Juan Seguin, Instructed by General Sam 
Houston to give the cremated remains of the defenders of the Alamo a 
burial with military honors, brought their remains to San Fernando for 
part of the ceremony. In 1889 Juan Seguin stated that he Indeed had 
burled the casket containing the remains outside the sanctuary railing, 
near the steps. 

Other sites have been recorded as the burial place of the defenders 
of the Alamo; however, Habig (1968:264) states that "Workmen, doing some 
repair work In the cathedral in 1936, were digging in this very spot 
when they came upon a box containing charred bones, particles of coal, 
rusty nails, shreds of military uniforms, buttons and crushed skulls." 
No records of this find are available, and the Identification of the 
burial cannot be considered certain, but I t Is considered possible that 
the remains of the defenders of the Alamo are s t i l l burled in the old 
part of San Fernando Cathedral. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

The Alcmo Chqin of Missions Marion A. Habig. 1968. Franciscan 
Herald Press, Chicago. 

History of the Catholia Church in P.F. Parisot and C.J. Smith. 1897. 
the Diocese of San Antonio^ Texas Carrico and Bowen, San Antonio. 

San Antonio and its Beginnings Frederick C. Chabot. 1931. Naylor 
Printing Co., San Antonio. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I ' ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i i L t i ~ . T a R P O I N I O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S 

N A t ^ E A N D T I T L E : 

O R G A N I Z A T l O N D A T E 

Texas Historical Commission January 22, 1975 
S T R E E T A N D N U f / I B E R : 

P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Austin 
12. STATE LIAISON O F F I C E R CfeRTIFtCAl ION 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion A c t o f 1965 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s proper ty fo r i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis te r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according t o y h e c - i t e r i a and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l / P a r k Service . The reaommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e c f th i s nominat ic 

N a t i o n a l 

Name 

ntie l^i.Ui)J^^>i^. \izjj;i\^t^ 

S T A T E 

Texas 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s proper ty is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r . 

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D j t e 

A T T E S T : 

Date 

Ceeper of The N a t i o n a l Reg/r f fer 

Date ^ .3 P j " 

CO 

m 

OO 

n 

A U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3-1 



Form 10-300a 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P LACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1975 
(Number all entries) 

No. 8 SIGNIFICANCE cont. 
San Fernando Cathedral 

By 1840 the church was "almost in ruins and was renovated to look as 
i t has in former days" (Habig 1968:265). By 1868 the community of San 
Antonio had grown to be many times its original size and Candelaria y 
Guadalupe, by now called San Fernando, was no longer large enough to 
accommodate the parishioners. The cornerstone of a new church was laid 
on September 27, 1868. The new church was designed by Francis Giraud, 
architect of several other notable buildings in the area. The tower and 
facade of the old church were torn down, together with the choir loft and 
baptistry, and the new structure added. In 1872, before the completion 
of the new church, the original cupola collapsed and was rebuilt. The 
new church was considered completed in 1873, although only the north tower 
of the new facade had been built. The south tower was constructed some
time after 1890. In short, most of the old church was incorporated within 
the sanctuary of the new one, and the foundations of the sanctuary walls 
and bell tower of the old church may s t i l l be extant beneath the present 
floor. 

In 1874 the church became a cathedral when i t became the center of 
the new Diocese of San Antonio. 

Just after the turn of this century the two towers of the facade 
were raised some thirty feet, and pinnacles added. In 1922 a chancery 
and rectory, designed by Leo Dielman, were added to the west end of the 
cathedral. 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Texas 
C O U N T Y 

•Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

""^"W^"f W5 D A T E 

<=o>̂>̂ô-- San Fernando Cathedral 

!_ |2. LOCATION 

u 

Church of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria v Guadalupe 





Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Texas 
C O U N T Y 

Bexar 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R ^ Q - J C , 
~— D A T E 

|l< NAME 

COMMON: San Fernando Cathedral 
)D/oR HISTORIC: Church of Nuestra Senora de la Candelaria y Guadalupe 

2. LOCATION 

u 

UJ 

UJ 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

115 Main Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN: 

. San Antonio 

Texas Bexar 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

Ford. Powell and Carson Architects 
1"=16' 

-

1974 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude ond longi tude re ference. 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

t c ^ • 
United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

SEP 9 1974 

Mr. K i l l i s P. Almond, Jr. 
Ford, Powell, and Carson 
Architects and Planners, Inc. 
528 King William Street 
San Antonio, Texas 78204 

Dear K i l l i s : 

I t was a great pleasure to see you during my recent t r i p to 
San Antonio, and I very much appreciate the time you gave me 
at San Fernando Cathedral. I t I s extremely in t e r e s t i n g to me 
to know of the restoration and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work taking place 
there now. I f any s t a r t l i n g discoveries turn up i n the course 
of your work, I should be very pleased to know about them. 

Enclosed are two copies of a drawing which I made a number of 
years ago i n an attempt to reconstruct the o r i g i n a l plan of the 
parish church of San Fernando. Of course you w i l l recognize that 
a l l of the structure west of the crossing has been demolished. 
However, the crossing, apse, sacristy, and entry represent a tracing 
of the o r i g i n a l structure from drawings prepared by Leo Dielman i n 
1922, when he designed the exis t i n g Chancery. This i s the best 
evidence I have from Dielman for the surviving o r i g i n a l structure. 
I f I r e c a l l c o r r e c t l y , I returned the blueprints to Mr. Dielman 
many years ago. 

I hope that t h i s information w i l l be of some assistance to you. 
As you w i l l see, I made estimates of the height of the vaults and 
the cupola. I t was impossible to put up ladders,at the time I 
made these drawings. I f you have the opportunity to determine heights, 
especially from the o r i g i n a l f l o o r , I sh a l l be very pleased to have a 
note of them. 

Please accept my compliments on the work you are doing and my best 
personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Associate Director, 

Professional Services 

Let's Clean Up America For Our 200th Birthday 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
!Jo1y 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 

'̂ o'̂ Mon: San Fernando Cathedral 
AND/OR HISTORIC: C 

2 . L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

115 Main Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

San Antonio 

S O U R C E : 

Ernest Al len Connally 
-E: No scale on map 

DATE: 1922 
4. R E Q U I R E M E N T S 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundar ies where requ i red. 

2. Nor th ar row. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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at a S iiest 
DATE; 1-2. • l(Jp- " 4 ^ 

Reviewer INITIALSi la-tTT" 

NR DOE 2/25/75. 

r 
NAME AS IT APPEARS TA FEDERAL REGISTER: ChuTch of NuBstra Sonora de la Candelari^ y Guadalupe 

OTHER KM-Es: ^Saii Femaudo Cathedral — (^<^d^ • 

L O C A T I O N : 
STREETS NUMbER 

ar^ffeSnMain Avê  
"'San Antonio 

;nue 

SIAIE 

"TX 1+8 

OWNTiR OF P R O P E R T Y ; (Circle) 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

CONGflEbi lONAL DISTRICT 

20 
COUNTY 

'Bexar 

code 

F E A T U R E S : 

• 

RIVATE;;STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL (AGENCY N?J1E) : 

HPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTH'.TEST ̂ ROCKY MOUNTAIN V;EST PACIFIC KORTHS-.TST 

yiTEEIOR EXITRIOR 
j ^ u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 

ENVIRO ;̂s 

unknown - 4 
not app l i cab le - 7 

unsnown .-5 
not app l i cab le - 8 

3 s t a n t i a l l v i n t a c t - 3 
unlincv.Ti -6 
Kct a n p l i c a t l e - 9 

— I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i ncac t -0 

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

_ E X C E l l £ N T 

_ F A I H 

—DETERIORATED 

—HUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

—I'nexcQvate'i 

_UNAJ,TERED 

^ ( U E R E O 

-Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

O R I G I N A L SITE 

_ - M 0 V E 0 

—Unknown 

Yes-restricted Yes-unrepty'r-t-pr^ No access 

historic d i s t r i c t Y E S NO 

WITIIIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

L'nk.-iown 

NO 

, ADAPTIVE U S E : 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAT-IE: 

YES 

YES NO Saved? YES 

FUNCTION (S): (use I'CicabulaiT words) 

' then- ^WU^W • 
now- 6Wl40̂ ii 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGYHISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

I^^RCHITECTURE " ' / 

ART 

—COMMERCE • 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Cla 

— CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPIORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE J l ^ G l O N ' 

— L A w / G o v ' t / p o l l t i c S —SCIENCE 

.LITERATURE 

^ L l riLlTARV 

—MUSIC 

— PHILOSOPHY 

—POLIIICS/GOVERNMENT 

_SOCIAl /HUMAHITARIAN 

—THAr^SrOHJATION 

- O T H E R iSPECIFYi 

ims 

first YES NO oldest'- YES NO only'-' 

entertainment 
_ h e a l t h 

recreation 
> f t t l emcnt t ^ / 
_ s o c i o / c u l c i i r a l 

urban & commun 
planning 

YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL ^ Y L E : ^ O W ' K & V W A U 

^ P\E4J®-l^ll^/j>j^^s^ engineer/ 

landscap^/garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC GROUP: 

appropriate date) . 

««*...AA.«-, ^—events - JIM ft)Wi£ (oP/yiftMo t5<jne) MAieweD UesOlA de VeEAMftNPI m -aoJ 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Speci f ic date or 1/4 of century^ : \ ( j T l l l b - ~ OlUClKtM. « U « 1 ^ 

DATE(S) OF "!1AJ0R" ALTERATIONS: ( J . / f ^ ^ 

HLSTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): | ^ G R 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE QSTATO^ LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E . ' ( t o nearest t en th o f an acre) 

r n JTT-%Tm « r s - . , . . t - j , , . . . i .•_ ^ i , - i j 

Limestone, 2/2 st o r i e s , cDnciform plan, gabled and f l a t roof sections with shallow lantern^ 

«i dome over crossing; front center lancet compound-arched entrance surmounted by rose 

window, E twin b e l l towers with louvered o c u l i , and paired louvered b e l f r y openings; 

buttresses, f i n i a l s ^ and statuary ;y^hancel of o r i g i n a l (172^) churchy iacorporatod infen 

y M i ^ a ^9u^ldi^^g^ chancery addition, 1922. Gothic Eevival. DOIIILJ Liuuuiiig formo Remains of 

or i g i n a l parish church of the V i l l a San Fernando De B^xar, f i r s t c i v i l settlement i n 

^ the Spanish province of Texas)^ One of ttee ,few structures dating from -fehe- Spanish Colonial 

I period remaining i n T̂ 'Mac-



ARCHITECTURAL ^YLE: (^JOWWC^WM 

landscap(/garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: buildei/contractor: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

NAMES; p^rso^-« JU/^^^ Miumer Fowe^ WR. tmx^ 
(label role BE6 ^ AUMO fl*^. Ifc-Ĵ )̂ 

appropriate date) ,^5,. 6CW»£ (OPALhMO W^C) rtAKRlKt> UESOL^ dc V&PAMftNPI iH -=Arl 
PBW4AN0O CiJHEIWSU./ FC*. I6^^ - ftPT OP RlMEt^L -SBMu^ OP t t f ^ D t S ^ Of- ALmD Hgil). 
BUBl/̂ L OP CREMA-TK) smWK^ PD̂ lĈ t:!'TM)K PLftce WiTMlK ÂWBDCAU Fte^N^R 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century^; \ % ) ^ ' ^ ^ ( r \ 2 A - - 0BkUM&L'BLtVl^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: i./900 -^ /fo?a? 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S) : \9iS^ 

S O U R C E : 

(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( ^ S ^ ^ ^ LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

• OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S : (int l̂ude architectural information here) UlMfciTONe, V l t . -STOplB^, Q3^tlkh4<:iOljeke., d A f t L E t ) 

pDMEt> OJDSy t̂o ElEmiM^ OP^ 0E*6lMftL PPWtlSft CttUeO* OP TUfc VIULA 5/VM PCZrtKHDD tfc fefeXM-, 

TVfc :5PAHi$H CPLoHiftU pgpOP «L£t1MriiK̂  IH "ntM-̂ . HAI^. 

SIGNIFICANCE:(maximum two sentences) ^ , , ' , 


