
Form No 10-300 (Rev 10-741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

DATA SHEET 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED APR ^ 1 ^ 7 5 

DATEENTERED 2 8 tS?S 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORfi/IS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

I NAME 
HISTORIC 

E l l i s County Courthouse H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

.NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Waxahachie VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

E l l i s 
CODE 

139 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

D I S T R I C T 

—BUILOINGIS) 
—STRUCTURE 
—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

V60TH 
PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

asi^CCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
J_YES: RESTRICTED 

J^YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

.k^MMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

.i^tfoVERNMENT 

^^fNDUSTRIAL 

—MIUTARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

J^^RANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

M u l t i p l e ownership 
STREET* NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

W a x a h a c h i e VICINITY OF Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC g l l i s C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS. NUMBER 

C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Waxahachie Texas 

• R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
DATE 

N o v e m b e r 1 9 7 4 -FEDERAL X-STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS rpgjjgg H l s t o r l c a l Conuiiission 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

A u s t i n Texas 



D E S C R I P T I O N 

*^^CELLENT 

i^^AIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

yUNALTERED 

J^LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

y^RIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The E l l i s County Courthouse H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t comprises an area of 
roughly 25 square blocks i n the center o f downtown Waxahachie, Texas. 
Located w i t h i n t h i s area are some f i f t y a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y or h i s t o r i c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s and engineering s t r u c t u r e s . Dating from the l a t e 
nineteenth through the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, these s t r u c t u r e s r e f l e c t 
the h i s t o r y o f Waxahachie during i t s prominence as a major c o t t o n pro
ducing region i n the Southwest. P r i m a r i l y commercial i n character, the 
d i s t r i c t centers around the E l l i s County Courthouse i n the p u b l i c square. 

The h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s defined roughly by the area between Waxahachie 
Branch Creek on the North, Waxahachie Creek on the South, Elm Str e e t 
on the West, and ,Flat S t r e e t on the East. The E l l i s County Courthouse (1) 
dominates the c e n t r a l b u s i r ^ s s d i s t r i c t . Designed by the famous Texas 
a r c h i t e c t J. R e i l l y Gordon i n 1895, the b u i l d i n g i s r i c h i n Romanesque 
d e t a i l . A c e n t r a l tower forms the s t a i r w e l l around which the various 
county o f f i c e s r a d i a t e from four l e v e l s . O r i g i n a l l y open from the base
ment t o the top of the b e l l tower, the s t a i r w e l l has u n f o r t u n a t e l y been 
converted t o an e l e v a t o r s h a f t . I n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g i s r i c h w i t h Romanesque 
f i l i g r e e p a t t e r n s i n p l a s t e r comprising the wainscoting i n hallways, 
o f f i c e s , and courtrooms. The a x i a l p l a n i n the form o f a Greek cross i s 
complicated w i t h p r o j e c t i n g bays and t u r r e t s . Entrances are located i n 
the four corners, formed by the p r o j e c t i o n s of the cross from the c e n t r a l 
tower. 

E x t e r i o r surface treatment of pink g r a n i t e w i t h rock-faced t e x t u r e i s 
combined w i t h red sandstone window l i n t e l and s i l l bands t o enhance 
the massive q u a l i t y of the b u i l d i n g . Windows are t y p i c a l l y Romanesque 
i n d e t a i l w i t h rounded arches and slender p r o p o r t i o n s . An extensive 
gray s l a t e r o o f of steep p i t c h f o l l o w s the various undulations around 
the e x t e r i o r w a l l s . Turrets w i t h c o n i c a l roofs and dormers w i t h chimney 
extensions p r o j e c t from the roo f i n random fashion. The massive clock 
tower w i t h p r o j e c t i n g b a r t i z a n s and a pyramidal r o o f can be seen from 
miles around. 

Surrounding the courthouse on four sides are numerous l a t e nineteenth 
and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g s . On the Northwest corner o f the 
square a t 200 West Main i s the Waxahachie A b s t r a c t Company b u i l d i n g ( 3 ) . 
B u i l t ca. 1895 i n the commercial Romanesque s t y l e , surface treatment 
combines cut sandstone of rock-faced t e x t u r e on the s t r e e t l e v e l w i t h 
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red b r i c k on the two upper l e v e l s . Window reveals i n d i c a t e a 24-inch 
w a l l thickness w i t h sandstone transom m u l l i o n s . Cornice p r o j e c t i o n s on 
the corners protrude from the f l a t r o o f . O r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r d e t a i l i n g 
and ornamentation, by c o n t r a s t , i s Neo-Classical i n s t y l e . 

A d j o i n i n g the A b s t r a c t Company a t 210 and 208 West Main (2) are two 
V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s b u i l t ca. 1890. Two s t o r i e s i n height, 
o r i g i n a l cast i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s and elaborate t i n cornices are t h e i r 
f i n e s t f e a t u r e s . To the North of the A b s t r a c t Company a t 105, 107, and 
109 North Rogers are three V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s . T y p i c a l red 
b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n i s supported by cast i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s on t h e i r East 
facades. D i r e c t l y across Rogers S t r e e t from these b u i l d i n g s are two 
s i m i l a r one-story V i c t o r i a n commercial s t r u c t u r e s ( 5 ) . Recently renova
ted i n an e f f o r t t o s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t , 
the b u i l d i n g s d i s p l a y a t t r a c t i v e canvas awnings and c o l o r schemes. 

The Northern end of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s defined by Waxahachie Branch 
Creek. Recent landscaping along the creek between North Rogers and 
North College Streets has created a charming urban space (40). Over
looking the landscaped area i s the second E l l i s County J a i l b u i l d i n g ( 5 ) , 
located on the Northeast corner of North Rogers and Water S t r e e t s . 
B u i l t c i r c a 1885, the b u i l d i n g i s Chateauesque i n s t y l e . Red b r i c k w a l l s 
are pierced i n i r r e g u l a r fashion by t a l l , narrow windows. A round 
t u r r e t w i t h c o n i c a l r o o f dominates the two-story s t r u c t u r e . The w a l l s 
of the octagonal c e l l chamber are s t i l l e x t a n t , although the i n t e r i o r 
mechanism has been removed. Several other V i c t o r i a n commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s , w i t h cast i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s are located along North College 
Street across from the j a i l (7, 8, 9 ) . 

The Rogers Hotel b u i l d i n g dominates the Northeast corner of the courthouse 
square (10). B u i l t i n 1912 of dark brown b r i c k , the h o t e l c onsists of 
twi n f o u r - s t o r y towers w i t h an open w e l l between. A roof garden provided 
the h o t e l guests w i t h a panoramic view o f the town f o r many years. An 
even balance between the large windows and the spandrels between f l o o r s 
conveys the s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l framing system and the Commercial Style 
influence on i t s design. 

(continued) 
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Around the square are many l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
b u i l d i n g s (11,12,13,14,16,17,19). The f i r s t Penn B u i l d i n g , 1894, (12) 
i s an e x c e l l e n t example of the Romanesque Commercial S t y l e w i t h rounded 
arches, stone quoins, and a co r b e l t a b l e . Another Penn B u i l d i n g was 
b u i l t i n 1912 (19), i n d i c a t i n g the progression o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s 
from the Romanesque t o the Commercial S t y l e . An i n t e r e s t i n g example 
of the Neo-classical Revival s t y l e can be found i n the F i r s t National 
Bank b u i l d i n g (14), c i r c a 1910. Restrained i n form and surface ornamen
t a t i o n , the f l a t surfaced w a l l s are b u i l t of white sandstone. Large 
rounded arched openings a l l u d e t o the depth of the door and window 
reveals. Across the s t r e e t on the Southwest corner of F r a n k l i n and 
Rogers Str e e t i s the f i n e s t example of the Romanesque Commercial Style 
on the square (16). B u i l t c i r c a 1898, the b u i l d i n g i s dominated by a 
square tower w i t h pyramidal ro o f on the Northeast corner. The East 
facade i s symmetrical w i t h seven bays i n an "ABCACBA" p a t t e r n . Composite 
p i l a s t e r s i n low r e l i e f d i v i d e each bay of the facade. 

Only a few i n t r u s i o n s are found around the square. The Waxahachie Bank 
and Trust Company b u i l d i n g located on the Southeast corner o f F r a n k l i n 
a t Rogers Streets (17) i s probably the most o f f e n s i v e . The other three 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t share the South side of the square are r a t h e r unpreten
t i o u s l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century commercial s t r u c t u r e s . 
However, the most elaborate example of the High V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e 
Style i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Masonic B u i l d i n g on the Southeast corner 
of F r a n k l i n a t College Streets (18). B u i l t i n 1889 as an o f f i c e -
commercial s t r u c t u r e i n co n j u n c t i o n w i t h the Masonic Temple, the b u i l d i n g 
displays t y p i c a l t a l l and narrow windows w i t h s t i l t e d segmental and 
rounded arches. Br i c k p i l a s t e r s f l a n k e i t h e r side of the double windows 
on the West facade. A p r o f u s i o n of decorative V i c t o r i a n m o t i f s embellish 
the t i n cornice t h a t caps the composition. 

The s t r e e t s behind the courthouse square t o the East and South d i s p l a y 
many v a r i a t i o n s o f the l a t e nineteenth century one-story, cast i r o n 
s t o r e f r o n t commercial b u i l d i n g (20,22,23,25,26). S i m i l a r l y , the s t r e e t s 
Southwest of the square include examples o f the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
equivalent o f the nineteenth century cast i r o n s t o r e f r o n t b u i l d i n g : the 
large p l a t e glass windowed s t o r e f r o n t between b r i c k columns(27,28,29,31, 
32). Located i n the midst of a l l the commercial b u i l d i n g s i s a law o f f i c e 

(continued) 
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i n the Greek Revival s t y l e , c i r c a 1875 (21), the t h i r d E l l i s County J a i l 
i n the Mission S t y l e , 1920 (24), and an o r i g i n a l service s t a t i o n , c i r c a 
1915 (30) . 

The Southern end o f the d i s t r i c t i s dominated by seven s t r u c t u r e s which 
have played an important p a r t i n the d a i l y l i f e o f Waxahachie. The 
Federal B u i l d i n g (33) located on the Southeast corner o f Madison and 
South Rogers Streets i s the f i n e s t p u b l i c b u i l d i n g i n the Neo-Classical 
Revival S t y l e i n the c i t y . Designed by the General Services Administra
t i o n i n the c u r r e n t s t y l e o f the day, the b u i l d i n g was completed i n 1914. 
Restrained i n d e t a i l w i t h no extraneous surface ornamentation, the b u i l d 
ing exemplifies the primary p r i n c i p l e s o f the Neo-Classical S t y l e : 
heavy columns of the Greek order, l i n t e l e d door and window openings, 
p i l a s t e r s i n low r e l i e f , simple e n t a b l a t u r e , and low-pitched hipped r o o f . 
The o r i g i n a l bronze lamp posts w i t h simple s p h e r i c a l globes f l a n k e i t h e r 
side o f the entrance steps. The on l y e x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s were the 
replacement of the o r i g i n a l f r o n t doors w i t h those o f extruded aluminum, 
and the enclosing o f the large m a i l room windows on the East facade 
when the i n t e r i o r was remodeled f o r o f f i c e space a f t e r the Post O f f i c e 
moved i n 1967. 

One block south of the Federal B u i l d i n g are the Rock I s l a n d and Katy 
Railroad Stations (35 and 36). The Chicago, Rock I s l a n d and P a c i f i c 
Railroad Depot (35), c i r c a 1900, i s t y p i c a l o f the s t a t i o n s b u i l t a t 
the t u r n of the century. The w a l l s are of yellow b r i c k w h i l e the door 
and window quoins and wainscoting are o f c o n t r a s t i n g red b r i c k . An 
octagonal telegrapher's t u r r e t dominates the b u i l d i n g . Two s t o r i e s i n 
height, the tower i s capped by a crenelated parapet w a l l . An extensive 
red t i l e d r o o f w i t h wide eaves terminates the composition. A s i m i l a r 
red t i l e d r oof caps the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railway Depot (36) i n 
the same area. Much simpler i n o v e r a l l form than the Rock I s l a n d Depot, 
the Katy Depot, c i r c a 1895, i s also b u i l t of yellow b r i c k w i t h red b r i c k 
wainscoting. A square telegrapher's bay protrudes through the roof i n 
the form of a dormer window. 

Perhaps the most unique engineering f e a t u r e i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Rogers 
Stre e t Bridge t h a t crosses Waxahachie Creek (37) . Manufactured by the 
Wrought I r o n Bridge Company i n Canton, Ohio, the s t r u c t u r e was shipped 

(continued) 
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by r a i l t o Waxahachie and assembled i n 1889. Approximately 100 f e e t 
i n l e n g t h , the s t r u c t u r a l system would be classed as a three span 
covered t r u s s bridge w i t h wooden f l o o r i n g . One block t o the West of the 
wrought i r o n b r i d g e i s the Elm S t r e e t v i a d u c t , c i r c a 1918, spanning 
the v a l l e y along Waxahachie Creek (38). A s t r u c t u r a l system of r e i n 
forced concrete p i e r s and beams support the span o f 1000 f e e t . A heavy 
concrete balustrade forms the only r a i l i n g along which simple lamp 
posts were o r i g i n a l l y spaced a t i n t e r v a l s of 30 f e e t . Almost immediately 
below the v i a d u c t on the South side o f the creek i s the Paymaster O i l 
M i l l Company (39). B u i l t before the t u r n of the century when the cot t o n 
i n d u s t r y was a t i t s peak, the m i l l i s constructed o f red b r i c k . A decline 
i n c o t t o n production i n E l l i s County i n the l a s t few years has c o n t r i 
buted g r e a t l y t o the lack o f maintenance a t the m i l l . 
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Inventory o f H i s t o r i c Structures Located W i t h i n the E l l i s County  
Courthouse H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

1. E l l i s County Courthouse (Courthouse Square^: 1895 

2. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (210 and 208 W. 
Main S t r e e t ) : ca. 1890 

3. Waxahachie Abs t r a c t Company (200 W. Main S t r e e t ) : ca. 1898 

4. One-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (109, 111, and 113 
N. Rogers S t r e e t ) : ca. 1890's 

5. One-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (114 and 116 N. 
Rogers S t r e e t ) : ca. 1900 

6. Second E l l i s County J a i l b u i l d i n g (Northeast corner o f N. 
Rogers a t Water S t r e e t ) : ca. 1880's 

7. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (201 and 203 
N. Co l l e g e ) : ca. 1890's 

8. One-story commercial b u i l d i n g s (108, 110, 112 and 114 N. 
Coll e g e ) : ca. 1900 

9. One and two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (109, 
111, 113, and 115 N. C o l l e g e ) : ca. 1890' s 

10. Rogers Hotel (Northeast corner o f Main a t C o l l e g e ) : 1912 

11. Two-story V i c t o r i a n Commercial b u i l d i n g s (106,108, and 
110 Main S t r e e t ) : 1890's and 1900's 

12. Penn B u i l d i n g No. 1 (114 Main S t r e e t ) : 1894 

13. Commercial b u i l d i n g s (Southwest corner of Main a t Rogers): 
ca. 1910 

14. Bank b u i l d i n g (114 Rogers S t r e e t ) : ca. 1905 

(continued) 
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15. Commercial b u i l d i n g (210 W. F r a n k l i n ) : ca. 1907 

16. Commercial b u i l d i n g (Southwest corner Rogers a t F r a n k l i n ) : ca. 1900 

17. Two-story commercial b u i l d i n g s (114, 112, 110, and 108 F r a n k l i n ) : 
ca. 1910 and 1890's 

18. Masonic b u i l d i n g (201 and 207 South C o l l e g e ) : 1889 

19. Penn B u i l d i n g No. 2 and other commercial b u i l d i n g s (East side of 
courthouse square): 1912 and 1890's 

20. One-story commercial b u i l d i n g s (200 block of East Main): ca. 1905 

21. One-story Greek Revival b u i l d i n g (200 East Main): ca. 1870's 

22. One-story commercial b u i l d i n g s : ca. 1900 

23. One-story commercial b u i l d i n g s (111 and 117 E. F r a n k l i n ) : ca. 1890's 

24. T h i r d E l l i s County J a i l b u i l d i n g (200 E. F r a n k l i n ) : ca. 1920's 

25. One-story commercial b u i l d i n g s (200 block o f S. Jackson): ca. 1900's 

26. One-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (215 South Co l l e g e ) : 
ca. 1890"s 

27. Two-story commercial s t r u c t u r e s (300 block o f S. College) : 
ca. 1910 and 1900's 

28. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial, b u i l d i n g (217 S. Rogers): 
ca. 1890's 

29. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g (214 and 208 S. Rogers): 
ca. 1890's 

(continued) 
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30. Service s t a t i o n (210 W. J e f f e r s o n ) : ca. 1915 

31. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (300 block S. Rogers): 
ca. 1890's 

32. Two-story V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s (308 S. Rogers): ca. 1900's 

33. Federal B u i l d i n g (401 S. Rogers): 1914 

34. Rock I s l a n d F r e i g h t Depot: ca. 1900 

35. Rock I s l a n d Passenger S t a t i o n : ca. 1900 

36. Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad Passenger S t a t i o n : ca. 1890's 

37. Waxahachie Creek Bridge (South Rogers S t r e e t ) : 1889 

38. Elm S t r e e t Viaduct: ca. 1918 

39. Paymaster O i l M i l l : ca. 1890's 

40. Landscaping along Waxahachie Branch Creek (between North College 
and North Rogers S t r e e t s ) : 1974 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Within the t w e n t y - f i v e square blocks around the E l l i s County Courthouse 
square i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t of Wa^xhachie, Texas, are located 
over f i f t y b u i l d i n g s and engineering s t r u c t u r e s representing the booming 
economy o f the cot t o n i n d u s t r y d u r i n g the l a t e nin^te'enth and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . Known a t one time as the "Queen C i t y of the Cotton 
B e l t , " Waxahachie enjoyed the f i n e s t amenities the b u s t l i n g economy 
could providp f o r many years. Because o f i t s good f o r t u n e during the 
time when labor and m a t e r i a l s were cheap and i t s l o c a t i o n i n a semi-rural 
area, the town has been able t o r e t a i n an e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century q u a l i t y 
both i n appearance and l i f e - s t y l e . 

The beginning of the town o f Waxahachie dates from 1839 when E. W. Rogers 
received a grant from the Republic of Texas f o r 640 acres. E l l i s County 
was an open p r a i r i e a t t h a t time w i t h Indians and b u f f a l o i n abundance. 
The Rogers f a m i l y b u i l t a homestead on the pr o p e r t y i n 1847 where the 
town now stands. Two years l a t e r i n 1849 the v i l l a g e o f Waxahachie was 
chartered and named from an I n d i a n word. The Shawnee T r a i l , the p r i n 
c i p a l route out o f Texas used by c a t t l e d r i v e r s seeking northern markets 
before the C i v i l War, passed through the center o f present day Waxahachie 
on i t s route between San Antonio and the Red River. The f e r t i l e s o i l 
and climate o f the p r a i r i e was found t o be i d e a l f o r r a i s i n g c o t t o n i n 
the p e r i o d a f t e r the C i v i l War. With the a r r i v a l o f the Texas and New 
Orleans Railroad i n the l a t e 1870's, Waxahachie had become q u i t e a 
prosperous commercial center. The Texas and New Orleans Railroad ( l a t e r 
acquired by the Southern P a c i f i c ) was soon followed by the Chicago, 
Rock I s l a n d and P a c i f i c and the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroads due t o 
the increasing c o t t o n p r o d u c t i o n . 

The present courthouse i n the town square was preceeded by three other 
s t r u c t u r e s on the same s i t e ( 1 ) . Designed by the famous San Antonio 
a r c h i t e c t J. R e i l l y Gordon, the o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t r a c t was l e t 
t o Otto P. Kroeger o f San Antonio on November 3, 1894. The dedi c a t i o n 

(continued) 
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The northern boundary of the E l l i s County Courthouse H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
begins at a point i n the center of N. Rogers Street on the north 
bank of Waxahachie Branch Creek. From t h i s point i t follows the 
north bank of the creek to the center of N. Jackson Street. From 
there i t follows the center of N. Jackson Street 200 feet to the 
ppnt-.p.r of the all e v behind the buildings on the north side of 
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was held J u l y 4, 1895 and the pink g r a n i t e s t r u c t u r e has had only minor 
a l t e r a t i o n s t o i t s Richardsonian Romanesque facades i n the 80 years i t 
has dominated the town square. 

Around the courthouse on the four sides o f the town square are located 
many examples o f the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s t h a t were popular during the 
l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . Among these s t y l e s are 
Romanesque Commercial, V i c t o r i a n Commercial, High V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e , 
Neo-classical Revival and Earl y Twentieth Century Commercial. Most 
outstanding of these b u i l d i n g s i s the Masonic B u i l d i n g (18) b u i l t i n 
1889 i n the High V i c t o r i a n I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . E s s e n t i a l l y unaltered 
from i t s o r i g i n a l p lan w i t h only minor e x t e r i o r d e v i a t i o n s , the s t r u c 
t u r e has been the f o c a l p o i n t of major Masonic f u n c t i o n s f o r many years. 
The property has r e c e n t l y been acquired by the E l l i s County H i s t o r i c a l 
Museum and A r t G a l l e r y f o r use as the headquarters f o r t h e i r annual 
"Gingerbread T r a i l " p i l g r i m a g e . 

Another outstanding h i s t o r i c a l p r o p e r t y on the town square i s the 
Rogers Hotel b u i l d i n g . Constructed on the s i t e o f the o r i g i n a l 1847 
Rogers Homestead i n 1912, the b u i l d i n g had been the center o f Waxahachie 
s o c i a l l i f e before i t s d e c l i n e as a h o t e l e n t e r p r i s e i n the 1960's. I t 
o r i g i n a l l y housed the town's f i r s t swimming p o o l , and the roof garden 
o f f e r e d a panoramic view o f the town. The In t e r u r b a n Railway between 
Dallas and Waco stopped a t the entrance on College S t r e e t . A t i c k e t 
o f f i c e occupied one of the o r i g i n a l spaces o f f the f i r s t f l o o r lobby. 
However, the i n t e r u r b a n l i n e was removed i n 1940. The b u i l d i n g was 
closed i n 1964 a f t e r I n t e r s t a t e Highway 35 opened between Dallas and 
Waco and claimed the d e c l i n i n g h o t e l business. The C i t y of Waxahachie 
has r e c e n t l y purchased the p r o p e r t y from the C. A. Wilson Company and 
w i l l convert i t i n t o a r e t i r e m e n t home w i t h funds received from an 
HUD grant. 

The o u t l y i n g blocks around the square conta i n other s i g n i f i c a n t examples 
of l a t e nineteenth and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . 
The second E l l i s County J a i l b u i l d i n g (6) i s an e x c e l l e n t example o f the 
Chateauesque s t y l e d confinement i n s t i t u t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the r o t a t i n g 

(continued) 
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octagonal c e l l mechanism was used f o r scrap metal during World War I I . 
However, the o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r w a l l s are i n t a c t . Another i n t e r e s t i n g 
example of e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century p u b l i c a r c h i t e c t u r e i s the Federal 
B u i l d i n g (33). B u i l t i n 1914 of wh i t e sandstone t o house both the 
U. S. Post O f f i c e and other Federal o f f i c e s , the b u i l d i n g i s an e x c e l l e n t 
example of the Neo-Classical s t y l e designed by the General Services 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The U. S. Postal Service vacated the s t r u c t u r e f o r a 
new b u i l d i n g i n 1967. The C i t y o f Waxahachie purchased the b u i l d i n g 
i n 1974 f o r adaptation i n t o c i t y o f f i c e s . The lowered c e i l i n g s w i l l be 
removed t o reveal the o r i g i n a l t w o - s t o r i e d c o f f e r e d c e i l i n g s . 

A picturesque q u a l i t y e x i s t s i n the area along Waxahachie Creek. Both 
the Rock I s l a n d and Katy Railway depots (35 and 36) can be seen t o the 
East from the 1918 Elm St r e e t v i a d u c t (38). Located a few f e e t from the 
Katy depot on South Rogers S t r e e t i s the f i r s t wrought i r o n bridge over 
Waxahachie Creek (37). B u i l t by the Wrought I r o n Bridge Company o f 
Canton, Ohio, the s t r u c t u r e was shipped by r a i l t o Waxahachie i n 1889. 
The bridge i s c a r e f u l l y maintained and i s i n d a i l y s e r v i c e . To the west 
of the vi a d u c t on the south side of the creek i s the Paymaster O i l M i l l 
Company. Among the f i r s t cottonseed o i l m i l l s i n E l l i s County, the 
p l a n t has seen d a i l y s e r vice since the l a t e 1880' s. 
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E. Main Street. From here i t continues f o r two c i t y blocks to 
the center of Kaufman Street at which point i t continues south 
to the center of north Main Street. I t follows the center of 
the street westerly to the center l i n e of the intersection with 
Flat Street and continues south along Flat Street to the center 
of the a l l e y behind the buildings facing north on Franklin Street. 
From t h i s point i t continues westerly to the center of Jackson 
Street, continues south along Jackson Street to the intersection 
with Jefferson Street, and then continues west along Jefferson 
Street to the intersection of College Street. From here i t con
tinues south f o r two blocks to the Rock Island Railroad property 
where i t encircles the Rock Island Freight Station on the east 
side of College Street. From here i t continues south to the south 
bank of Waxahachie Creek. From t h i s point i t continues i n a str a i g h t 
l i n e for three c i t y blocks u n t i l i t reaches the outer western edge 
of the Paymaster O i l M i l l Company property. From t h i s point the 
boundary l i n e projects north to the north bank of Waxahachie Creek, 
then continues i n a s t r a i g h t l i n e easterly to the centerline of 
the S. Elm Street viaduct. From here i t continues northerly for 
approximately 1000 feet to the north end of the viaduct, at which 
point i t follows a s t r a i g h t l i n e easterly to the center of the 
block between Elm and Rogers Streets. Then i t continues north to 
the centerline of W. Jefferson Street, where i t continues westerly 
to the center of S. Elm Street. From here i t continues one block 
to the center of W. Franklin Street and continues east for h a l f a 
block to the center of the a l l e y behind the buildings facing east 
onto the courthouse square. I t continues north through the a l l e y 
u n t i l i t intersects W. Main Street where i t heads west down Main 
Street to the center of Elm Street. From here i t continues north* 
for h a l f a block to the a l l e y behind the present City H a l l . Then 
i t continues east again around the City H a l l to the center of N. 
Rogers Street where i t continues north to the beginning point of 
the boundary. 
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C I T Y C D U N C I L 
W. H . L A R K I N , M A V D R 

J A C K I E L. B R D W N T H O M A S R. D U N N 

H U B E R T C. D A V I S G E D R G E B R O W N 

May 7, 1975 

E D S E E G M I L L E R 

CiTY M A M A G E R 

M r . A. R. Mortensen, Assistant Directoi 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
Department of Interior 
1100 L Street r̂'vV, Em. 511S 

y Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear M r . Mortensen: 

I want to express my personal appreciation to j 'ou tor your efforts in helping 
place our El l i s Countŷ ^ Courthouse Histor^yal niygtrlrt on thp nrpstiP-lmiR 
National Register of Historic Places. ^5ur entire citizenry was elate^when 
the off ic ia l news was released by oiu: Congressman, Olin Teague, on Friday. 
Without the help of dedicated individuals such as yourself, the concept of a 
historical distr ict in do\vntown Waxahachie could not have become reality. 

At long last the citizens of our community have become aware of the r ich 
historical heritage which we have in Waxahachie and have charged themselves 
with the task of preserving and restoring the many historical structures in our 
city that should remain forever for future generations to enjoy. We feel i n 
deed fortunate to have in our city these many historic buildings and sites 
which your department has deemed deserving to be placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Again, my deep appreciation for your support, and i f ever I may be of 
Assistance to you, please feel free to call on me. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ed Seegmiller, City Manager 

ES/nr 

cc: Jerry L . Rogers*^ 
Chief, Division of Grants 
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A R C H I T E C T U R A L STYLEJ examples of Richardsonian Romanesque, Neo-Classical Revival , 
^ Romanesque and I t a l i a n a t e 

archi(cct/m.builder: J . Riely Gordon CfittrnR^ engineer* 

landscnpo/gardcn designer; artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: . builder/contractor: 
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A C R E A G E , (to nearest tenth of an acre) 25 acres 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural inforoation here) P r i m a r i l y Commercial d i s t r i c t o f 

A 
approx^ 50 s i g n i f i c a n t structures r e l a t i n g to the town's importance as the center of a 

cotton-producing region .iiwfehê ~pepiod---«i-late#19th;̂ early 20th c. Rfs^mcSsiy 1"-2-story-i«*»ft 

\y. -^^jjgiB^ stone and brick-btMr^^rngs; notable olS-whiCit arê •̂<>-̂ 9̂  E l l i s Co^'Courthouse(^/y-?C"-y 

djesi,gned:xur~bhe''^iehardsoara^3^_^^ by J. Riely Gordon, 1-91̂  Neo-Classical 

Revival Federal B u i l d i n g ^ the iUU? I t a l i a n a t e style-Masonic Buildine and the i^9!> 

'Romanesque ^^gj/j^ Waxahachie Abstract Company B u i l d i n g ^ Commercial importance declined 

0 m m ^ 1 b l > m % * * * ' « ' ^ . i t h cotton pt.oa„otion,o^ ISSO's, retains 

much lateM19th c. feeiing. 

• ... • • •' 



USE o r i g i n a l 

ESTI>LATED COST 

interTiiedi.it e 

FINAL COST 

new 

HOUSING UNITS be fo re a f t e r FEDERAL FLliDS ( )no ( ) yes 

NHL ( ) NHL D i s t r i c t ( ) NR ( ) NR D i s t r i c t ^ State/local D i s t r i c t ( ) Proposed ( ) 

Nanie of d i s t r i c t . . • ,-. • ~ •• ••. Date l i s t e d / c e r t i f i e d — • - -

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER i< _ ^ N C -

SIGNIFICANCE REHABILITATION 
PRELIMINARY FINAL PROPOSED WORK COMPLETED WORK 

Uace received Dace received "5 / ̂  l'^'\l^ Date received Date received 

Dace into requested 
1 , 1 — — 

Date into requested Dace info requesced Dace info requesCed 

Dace info received Date info received Dace info received Dace info received 

Dace ot accion Date of accion Date of action Dace of accion 

( ) cuncrifaucing ( ) concrlbucing ( ) approved ( ) approved/ ( ) approved ( ) denied 

( ) non-concributing ( ) non-contribucing 
..onditions 

( ) non-concributing ( ) non-contribucing 
( ) wichheld ( ) denied 

( ) condiclonal Reviewer ( ) plans Reviewer 

APPEAL .\PPEAL 

Dace received Dace ot accion Dace teceived Dace of accion 

( ) suscaiued ( ) overturned ( ) sustained ( ) overturned 

. .- ^ . . . Li • 
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USE o r i g i n a l PuR>^)C BL-DTT. intermediate 

ESTIMATED COST , O A S - oO FINAL COST 

A/AV after A } / A FEDERAL FUNDS C^no ( ) yes 

new OFFiC )S 

HOUSING UNITS before 

NHL ( ) NHL District ( ) NR ( ) NR District K) State/local District ( ) Proposed ( )  

Name of district RjJ^ CD . <^<0(JgTftDUSc P/ST- Date listed/certified ^ } 

NAME AND ADDRESS OF OWNER 
:z<0O Blm 

SIGNIFICANCE 

PRELIMINARY 

Dace received 

FINAL 

Dace received 

Date info requesced 

Date Info received _ 

Date of action 

Dace info requesced 

Dace info received _ 

Dace of accion 

( ) concributing 

( ) non-contributing 

( ) conditional 

( ) contributing 

( ) non-contribucing 

REHABILITATION 
PROPOSED WORK COMPLETED WORK 

Dace received ^ I Dace received 

Date i n f o requesced 

Dace info received 

Dace of action 

Date inf o requested 

Dace info received 

Date of acclon 

( ) approved ( ) approved/ 
condlclons 

( ) wichheld ( ) denied 

{ ) approved ( ) denied 

Reviewer ( ) plans Reviewer 

APPEAL 

Dace received 

( ) sustained 

Dace of accion 

( ) overcurned 

APPEAL 

Dace received 

( ) sustained 

Date of action 

( ) overturned 
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