e DATA SHEET

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
BINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
The Gonzales County Jail

PALOCATION
STREET&NUMBER mhe courthouse square, on St. Lawrence Street
—NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Gonzales — VICINITY OF
STATE CODE COQUNTY C
Texas 042 8onza les 10;7
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT }LPUBLIC }c_OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _—IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED &GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED X YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHERJa 11l
PR OWNER OF PROPERTY
iy City of Gonzales
STREET & NUMBER
820 St. Joseph Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Gonzales ___ VICINITY OF Texas
TILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Gonza les City Ha]_l
STREET & NUMBER
820 St. Joseph Street
CITY, TOWN STATE
Gonzales Texas
KX REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE : 2
Texas State Historical Survey
DATE
1966 —FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS Texas Historical Commission

CITY. TOWN

Austin STAT'f‘exas




k2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED X UNALTERED Z ORIGINAL SITE
GOOD ' —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
gmn —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Gonzales County Jail is a three-story, tan brick, flat-roofed
structure of cruciform plan. The southwest short arm of the cross contains
the main entrance in a set-back bay. All of the trim is of tan brick.

A wide belt course divides the first story from the upper two stories,
which are treated as a unit. The building has a heavy entablature with
dentils, and is finished with a brick cornice and solid parapet. Wide
brick quoins delineate the corners and inset brick panels are used to
mark the division of the second and third stories. There is a paneled
end chimney on each of the long arms.

The windows are grouped in sets of four on the long arms of the cross,
and in twos on the front and back wings. Most of the fenestrations have
brick hoodmolds, some as pediments, and some segmentally arched or round
arched with fan motif and keystone. The upper windows of the long wings
of the building have straight lintels. There are rectangular eyebrow win-
dows at the attic level.

A two-story space is located in the interior of the northeast arm
where the gallows were once located. All that remains of the gallows
is a whole in the ceiling from which the noose was once dropped. Free-
standing steel cell blocks on the second and third levels allowed for
segregation of prisoners, according to sex and severity of crime.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gonzales County Jail, built in 1887, replaced the first jail
which was removed in 1885 after 40 years of debate over the need for a

new building.

The jail has served in its original capacity as a prisoner

lock-up on the upper stories, and sheriff and jailer's offices on the
first floor since its beginning, but a new County Jail is under eonstruc-

tion immediately to the south of the present jail.

Because of a lack

of heating, cooling, and sanitary facilities, the antiquated jail is
limited to temporary detention in its use as a lock-up.
must be taken to nearby Seguin jail until the new jail is completed.

Most offenders

Gonzales, previous to becoming the county Seat of Gonzales County
in 1836, was the capital of Empresario Green DeWitt's colony from 1825

to 1836.

Major James Kerr, acting for Empresario DeWitt, designed the

town in forty-nine blocks with seven public squares forming the shape

of a Maltese Cross.

The square on which the Jail and Courthouse (see

National Register submission for Gonzales County Courthouse, July 10, 1970)
are located is the hub of the cross.

The County Commissioners' Court, in 1885, hired Eugene T. Heiner

as architect and Henry Kane as contractor to construct the jail.

Kane

made the bricks for the building at his kiln on the Guadalupe River.
The completed structure cost $21,660.20 and was accepted by the County

Court on January 28,

1887.

It included a gallows,
underground passage which connected the jail and the courthouse,

removed in 1951; an

intended

for the transporting of prisoners; and a top floor, built to hold women.
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Characterized by the formal composition that was considered so
essential in the nineteenth century, the Gonzales County Jail is
noteworthy for its integral decorative details of the openings
and cornice and its cruciform plan. Brick is used in relief to
define transverse and round arches over the openings and to form
the stringcourse around the building. Providing additional in-
terest, the ornament of the cornice is used skillfully to relieve
the austerity of the plain walls.
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Books: Polk, R. L., Denison City Directory, Denison, 1880-1925.

Newspapers: The Sunday Gazetteer, April 1883-1886, April 1903-1906.

Pamphlets: "Denison Texas Centennial 1872-1972," by Lester Maurer,
Denison, 1972.
"Industrial Denison," by Frank C. Robinson, 1900.

Abstracts: Abstract of Title - Lots 1,2,&3 of Block 24, compiled by
H. Tone, Denison.

People interviewed:

Mrs. J. K. Megginson, 411 West Sears, Denison, May, 1975.
Mr. Frank McCune, 101 East Walker, Denison, May, 1975.
Miss Eugenia DuBois, 400 West Morton, Denisoén, “May, 1975.
Mr. Bryan Steen, 215 West Sears, Denison.

Mrs. Mary Marsico, 109 West Sears, Denison, May, 1975.



76001783

Property g @ : z ;: z:j Q:ﬂ;Q/
““e:ZI Worki o it G;Onlﬂ/éﬁ

orking Number 4/,/. 755\5./(

TECHNICAL CONTROL
Photos .Z__

-7
Maps A | ] P 6% y/o?/ 725

New & 5 g gy T oy

' ARC LOGIS

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
oV

(o\e
slal1s

BRANCH CHIEF

W’

T18-75

KZE];E\R

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered MAY 21 9%
g e p
Federal Register Entry N-/1-75 Re-submit

INT:2106-74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7







Form No. 15-3)1a
(Pev. 10-7 +)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED

APR 01

IDATE ENTERED

1975

MAY 2.1 1978 @ |

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLCSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC Gonzales County Jail

AND/OR COMMON

¢ 8 LOCATION

CITY. TOWN Gonzales ____VICINITY OF

COUNTY STATE
Gonzales Texas
=8 PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Mlke D)2 Yancey DATE OF PHOTO 1_75
NEGATIVE FILED AT . s 1 -
Texas Historical Commission
E} IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO
North Elevation, Front Facade X7 1 e <

anm’w'«:ﬂuv Q'{" lg'ﬁiﬂ’ agﬁm;g’?gl%

‘i\h‘ﬂ und\h

ur

ﬁua. &snéuﬁinal






Form No. 10-301a
(Pev. 10-7 4}

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  |REC®'VEPzpp 01 1975

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM |
DATE ENTERED WAY 21 975

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLGSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

NAME

i Gonzales County Jail

AND/OR COMMON

4 LOCATION
CITY. TOWN Gonzales ____VICINITY OF COUNTY Gonaales STATE Texas
EJ PHOTO REFERENCE
pHoTO CREDIT Mike D. Yancey DATE OF PHOTO
NEGATIVEFILEDAT  Maxas Historical Commission 1-75
'8 IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC 'IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO
Southwest Oblique ¥o - >
TonnTATY AC TIT MAT'NR'A] RELMCTED
4 7 . EIWOT bl 8 O Blaa BWitd ek ﬁi‘d-dh_i\



~tr ] -
AL T I I T Y ..‘l.‘-u

!
e <€

[
- - [t




Form No. 10-3via
(Pev. 10-7 )

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  [RECEIVED APR (1 175

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

DATE ENTERED MAY 21 1975

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH

n NAME

HISTORIC Gonzales County Jail

AND/OR COMMON

»§ LOCATION

CITY, TOWN —— _VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Gonzales
Gonzales Texas
Ell PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT X DATE OF PHOTO
Mike D. Yancey
NEGATIVE FILED AT ; b . i
Texas Historical Commission 1-75
Bl IDENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO
South Elevation, Rear - A3 e
ITE— Tigh ~

-5 Liad & L X ™Te e -
?”f“; “‘mf g?; T MAY INeA PrENIOTLI
MO Ll 8 UL Rl (25 LHl
. % i LT &h&!pa&i:é"{lg‘ sh-ulaa‘,;éﬁ.i



Form No. 10-301
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP

NAME

HISTORIC The Gonzales County Jail

AND/OR COMMON

LCCATION

CITY, TOWN —VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Gonzales Gonzales Texas

[E] MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE USGS 7.5' Series, Gonzales North Quad. #2997-422

Il REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES INT: 2986-75
2. NORTH ARROW
3.UTM REFERENCES 14 /650080/3264325



e

L o UNITED STATES

6;;@ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

LULING 17 MI.

3277000m. . &
S
™
\
\
\
\
A\
N -~
S L7
4 \
4» ‘\
= (28 ==\ @ \
.
3276 o ¥ %436
o® \

— //
L
P -
“ o
3275 o N
>
e
——
422
~ 47N

3274

LULING 13 MI.
OTTINE 6 MI

/

6443 11 SE
(OTTINE)

270

g9

32'30"

283

646000m.E. | I\HARWOOD 3.2 MI.

SEGUIN 30 MI.
BELMONT 12 M.

3265
%293

4_}\:’00} .
o N LR

o1h0 Teag 12 480 000 FEET

O\ Control by USGS and USC&GS

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial

photographs taken 1962. Field checked 1962

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Texas coordinate system, south central zone
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,

zone 14, shown in blue

Red tint indicates area in which only landmark buildings are shown

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence lines

Rige)) N\,
@2&/ e
- j 4

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey

650

BASTROP 41 MI.

4.5 MI. TO U.S. 90 | 2510 000 FEET

GONZALES NORTH QUADRANGLE
TEXAS-GONZALES CO.
75 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)
[s57 9772230’

&
\
N\

e M
\ |

AR O
Sesgessy

-

S

9%
0oe%s o
009,02
of

)
s

C ounmny
o * Faigground [
; I o ) }
2.8 MI. TO TEX. 97 651 (GONZALES SOUTH) 652 g E 653
HOCHHEIM 17 MI. 6542 / vV NW
N - SCALE 1:24000

1

0. o o8
S

.8. 90) 11 MI.

)
WAELDER (

(DILWORTH)
6543 111 SE

3269

¥a

LITTLE NEW YORK 4.7 Ml.
MOULTON 15 MI.

O,
[y

o &

N

00

050 0

0050 00
3

| .
© @ INTERIOR—GEOLO
SHINER 14 MI.
HALLETTSVILLE 28 MI.

2

| =——— m————— E——— E————— |

1000 0 1000

GONZALES CNTY. JAIL 5 ?“E':E:glmmm
T. LAWRENCE ST.

UTM REFE |
14/ 650080 / 3264325 A

7000 FEET

= ==

CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL

UTM GRID AND 1962 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR WASHINGTON, D.C. 2

I
THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIdNAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

A v

irb

Medium-duty.......

B U.S. Route

ADRANGLE LOCATION

2997 -429

024

Unimproved dirt =

Q State Route

GONZALES NORTH, TEX.

N2930-W9722.5/7.5
1962

AMS 6543 111 SW-SERIES V882

29°37'30"

3278

2

A 650 000
T Feer

2
g 275

32'30"

 s265000m. .

GICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON, [; C.—19685 9702 2,%(9):30’
PGS
~ROAD CLASSIFICATION | °‘=;,‘7»r,o
<L
Light-duty....... [ 4,@’




TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 7, 1975

Mr. Ward Jandl
National Reg. of
Historic Places

Dept. of the Interior
National Park Service
18th & C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Jandl:

Enclosed is the statement of the architectural significance
about the Gonzales County Jail, which was requested by your
office April 3.

Please let us know if any additional information is needed.

Sincerely,

Mike Yancey
Research Associate
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Hon. John G. Tower State liistoxic Presexvation Officer

Hen. Yloyd M. Boutsaon Mr, Trustt lLatiaer
Fon. Cmar bwrlason Executive Liraecctor
Bon. Abrataa jazan, Jr. Texas State historical Survey Committee
BHon. Richard C. White Post CLiice Bomx 12276, Capitol Station
Rogional Director, Southwest Austin, Texas 73711
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