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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

The Gonzales County J a i l 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER The courthouse square, on St. Lawrence S t r e e t 

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Gonzales 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF 

STATE 
T e x a s 

CODE 
0 4 2 

COUNTY 

Gonzales 1^7 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
25.PUBLIC 
—PRIVATE 

— BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESb 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

X_YES UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

? L G O V E R N M E N T —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER J a i l 

DjOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME „ . . J. „ T 

C i t y o f G o n z a l e s 
STREET & NUMBER 

8 2 0 S t . J o s e p h S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

G o n z a l e s VICINITYOF 
STATE 

T e x a s 

BjLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS ETC G o n z a l e s C i t y H a l l 

STREET*. NUMBER 
8 2 0 S t . J o s e p h S t r e e t 

CITY.TOWN 
G o n z a l e s 

STATE 
T e x a s 

O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

T e x a s S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S u r v e y 

DATE 

]^g55 —FEDERAL X 57 ATE —COUNTY —lOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS T c x a s H l s t o r l c a l C o n u n i s s i o n 

CITY.TOWN A u s t i n STATE 
T e x a s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X.UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

KORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gonzales County J a i l i s a t h r e e - s t o r y , tan b r i c k , f l a t - r o o f e d 
s t r u c t u r e of c r u c i f o r m p l a n . The southwest short arm of the cross contains 
the main entrance i n a set-back bay. A l l o f the t r i m i s of tan b r i c k . 

A wide b e l t course d i v i d e s the f i r s t s t o r y from the upper two s t o r i e s , 
which are t r e a t e d as a u n i t . The b u i l d i n g has a heavy entablature w i t h 
d e n t i l s , and i s f i n i s h e d w i t h a b r i c k cornice and s o l i d parapet. Wide 
b r i c k quoins d e l i n e a t e the corners and i n s e t b r i c k panels are used t o 
mark the d i v i s i o n o f the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . There i s a paneled 
end chimney on each of the long arms. 

The windows are grouped i n sets of fo u r on the long arms of the cross, 
and i n twos on the f r o n t and back wings. Most o f the f e n e s t r a t i o n s have 
b r i c k hoodmolds, some as pediments, and some segmentally arched or round 
arched w i t h fan m o t i f and keystone. The upper windows of the long wings 
of the b u i l d i n g have s t r a i g h t l i n t e l s . There are rectangular eyebrow win
dows a t the a t t i c l e v e l . 

A two-story space i s located i n the i n t e r i o r o f the northeast arm 
where the gallows were once located. A l l t h a t remains of the gallows 
i s a whole i n the c e i l i n g from which the noose was once dropped. Free
standing s t e e l c e l l blocks on the second and t h i r d l e v e l s allowed f o r 
segregation o f p r i s o n e r s , according t o sex and s e v e r i t y o f crime. 



UM SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

_ 1 6 0 0 1699 

—1700-1799 

X-1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

JLARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 8 8 7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT H e n r y K a n e / E u g e n e T . H e i n e r 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gonzales County J a i l , b u i l t i n 1887, replaced the f i r s t j a i l 
which was removed i n 1885 a f t e r 40 years o f debate over the need f o r a 
new b u i l d i n g . The j a i l has served i n i t s o r i g i n a l c a p acity as a pri s o n e r 
lock-up on the upper s t o r i e s , and s h e r i f f and j a i l e r ' s o f f i c e s on the 
f i r s t f l o o r since i t s beginning, b u t a new County J a i l i s under construc
t i o n immediately t o the south of the present j a i l . Because of a lack 
of heating, c o o l i n g , and s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s , the antiquated j a i l i s 
l i m i t e d t o temporary d e t e n t i o n i n i t s use as a lock-up. Most offenders 
must be taken t o nearby Seguin j a i l u n t i l the new j a i l i s completed. 

Gonzales, previous t o becoming the county seat o f Gonzales County 
i n 1836, was the c a p i t a l of Empresario Green DeWitt's colony from 1825 
t o 1836. Major James Kerr, a c t i n g f o r Empresario DeWitt, designed the 
town i n f o r t y - n i n e blocks w i t h seven p u b l i c squares forming the shape 
of a Maltese Cross. The square on which the J a i l and Courthouse (see 
Nati o n a l Register submission f o r Gonzales County Courthouse, J u l y 10, 1970) 
are located i s the hub of the cross. 

The County Commissioners' Court, i n 1885, h i r e d Eugene T. Heiner 
as a r c h i t e c t and Henry Kane as c o n t r a c t o r t o c o n s t r u c t the j a i l . Kane 
made the b r i c k s f o r the b u i l d i n g a t h i s k i l n on the Guadalupe River. 
The completed s t r u c t u r e cost $21,660.20 and was accepted by the County 
Court on January 28, 1887. I t included a gallows, removed i n 1951; an 
underground passage which connected the j a i l and the courthouse, intended 
f o r the t r a n s p o r t i n g o f p r i s o n e r s ; and a top f l o o r , b u i l t t o hold women. 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

King, Mrs. Rufus, conversation w i t h and personal newspaper 
f i l e s o f , Gonzales, June 11, 1970. (member of Gonzales 
County H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee) By Roxanne Williamson, 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n . 

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY t O W n S q U a r e 

UTM REFERENCES 

A[LL41 161 5,0 10.8,01 132 t6>4]3.2.5| 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
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JG NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE .. CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Joe R. Willi a m s , P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

Mike Yancey, Survey Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

3/18/75 
STREET & NUMBER 

P. 0. Box 12276. C a p i t o l Station-
TELEPHONE 

512/475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

A u s t i n Texas 78711 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

NATIONAL 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 
X STATE. LOCAL. 

As the designated State Historic Preservation O H f f r for the National HisiyiCjPreservation Act of 1966 (Put)lic Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Nat io i ] ^ l ^^ is te r a jyTg^ i t tH^ f t f ^ f has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National" 

TiTL^xecutive D i r e c t o r ; S ^ t e H i s t 4 / i c Preserva t±c»fTg)f f . 3/28/75 
FDR NFS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERTY J C ^ N C L U D E D IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

A UAJUU 
;eRVATlo^ 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE O^ARClji^OLpGY A N O H i ^ j ^ l C PRESERVATION^ 
ATTEST: 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 
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Characterized by the formal composition that was considered so 
essential i n the nineteenth century, the Gonzales County J a i l i s 
noteworthy for i t s i n t e g r a l decorative d e t a i l s of the openings 
and cornice and i t s cruciform plan. Brick i s used i n r e l i e f to 
define transverse and round arches over the openings and to form 
the stringcourse around the b u i l d i n g . Providing additional i n 
terest, the ornament of the cornice i s used s k i l l f u l l y to relieve 
the a u s t e r i t y of the p l a i n walls. 
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Books: Polk, R. L-, Denison C i t y D i r e c t o r y , Denison, 1880-1925. 

Newspapers: The Sunday Gazetteer, A p r i l 1883-1886, A p r i l 1903-1906. 

Pamphlets: "Denison Texas Centennial 1872-1972," by Lester Maurer, 
Denison, 1972. 

" I n d u s t r i a l Denison," by Frank C. Robinson, 1900. 

Ab s t r a c t s : A b s t r a c t o f T i t l e - Lots 1,2,&3 of Block 24, compiled by 
H. Tone, Denison. 

People i n t e r v i e w e d : 

Mrs. J. K. Megginson, 411 West Sears, Denison, May, 1975. 
Mr. Frank McCune, 101 East Walker, Denison, May, 1975. 
Miss Eugenia DuBois, 400 West Morton, Denison, May, 1975. 
Mr. Bryan Steen, 215 West Sears, Denison. 
Mrs. Mary Marsico, 109 West Sears, Denison, May, 1975. 
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NAME 
HISTORIC rpĵ g Gonzales County J a i l 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
CITY.TOWN VICINITYOF COUNTY STATE 

Gonzales Gonzales Texas 

MAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE USGS 7 .5 ' Se r i e s , Gonzales Nor th Quad. #2997-422 

^^^^ 1:24000 ""•'̂  1962 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

T PROPERTY BOUNDARIES I N T : 2B8«-75 

2. NORTH ARROW 

3. UTM REFERENCES 1 4 / 6 5 0 0 8 0 / 3 2 6 4 3 2 5 





TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P.O. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

TRUETT LATIMER 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

A p r i l 7, 1975 

Mr. Ward Jandl 
N a t i o n a l Reg. o f 
H i s t o r i c Places 
Dept. o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Jandl: 

Enclosed i s the statement o f the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 
about the Gonzales County J a i l , which was requested by your 
o f f i c e A p r i l 3. 

Please l e t us know i f any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s needed. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Mike Yancey 
Research Associate 

MY/ps 
Enclosure 

NATIONAL 
REGTSTER 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL IlEGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
"W 2 1 

Name L o c a t i o n 

Old ?oat "nr l twriui i 

I^ConrAX(ta Couaty J a i l 

Itudppoth County Coortbouse 

Pout 
Garẑ i Couaty 

Gonzales 
Oonzolos County 

Siorra nicmca 
Uudspeth County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Jolm G. Tower 
Hon, Lloycl ; i , -iautnan 
IJon. O.'var iiurl-aton 
Eon. AVi-ahvOn I^i^iron, Jr . 
Hon. rdcj-Kird c. T.'liita 
Eogional Viroctor, Gouthweet 

Region 
PR MMott/row 5/22/75 

Stato l i i s tur io l^rosarvation 0££lc«ir 
Kr. 'i.'vuatt Latiui^r 
EKccutivo UirocTior 
TdKas ^tate ias tor lca l Survey Comnlttee 
X'oct C^iiica Uox 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Toxas 73711 



^ NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
[T)NAME as i t appears on federal register: 

G/Gonzales County Je i l 
/ ^ O T H E R N A M E S : 

^l^OCATION street fenumber  
Courthouse Sqawe^^t. Lpyrence SJe. 

c i t y / t own 
C o n z a l e s 

v i c i n i t y of s tate 

l / ^ d a t e of ent ry 

county 
Gonzeles 

'OWNER •PRIVUTE asTATt r^iiiri i<ti; i» yPCOUNTY DMULI IFU • FEDtRAKatency name) 

I EXISTING SURVEYS •HABSTTHmr^aNHl @ F U N D E D - > OYES D N O [ @ C 0 N C R E S S . DISTRICT 

\mm %mm\. nmm mm\z eisifticT? 
0«5 .»* i { . 

county cod*-

Y"7 _ 
g ) N P S REGION 

Southwest 
( § ) A D M I N I S T R A T O R 

SOURCE of N O M I N A T I O N «5TAn 

^KiTmit %%mm RuroitG URMMK!  
• m, mi 

(CONDITION 
• excel lent 
• good 
^ f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

• altered 
Siunaltered 
• reconstructed 
• excavated 

^ o r i g i n a l si te 
• moved 
• u n k n o w n 

(^ACKAtt 
^ 2 ecres 

• FEDERAL 
if stiif .elitirepireil ferra' 

• LOCAL DPIliyATI ORGÂ IZATIOW 
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2DN0T INTACT-O HOT INTACT-O 

^•UNKHOWN-4 
^•NOT APPLICABLE-7 

; : ; • UNKNOWN-S 
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O^NOT INTACT - O 

S;>iaiNKN0WN-6 
5 ^ NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

•TES ftiio ^ s>nD' D Y E S " I S PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C D iSTR icT?Gy l ) A C C E S S • Y E S - R B « t r i c l e d ^ Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No Access • U n k n o w n ilAOAPTIVE USE 

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 •COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-liistoric-l 

• AGRICULTURE-!,. 
gS*RCHITECTUR(^ 

• ART-5 

• ENCINEERING-II • LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 liLAW-(1? 

• COMMUNICATIONS-] • EXPLORATION -12 •LITERATURE-17 

• HEALTH-27 • MILIIARV-11 

• INOUSTIIY-13 DMUSIC- 19 

• INVENTION-M • PHILOSOPHY - 20 

• CONSERVAIlON-8 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EOUCATION-IO 

• POLITICS/GOVT.• 21 • RECREATION -28 

• RELISION-22 • SETTltMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

n SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S . exp la in 
^ f i r s f ^ 

'oldest' • 

' on ly ' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: J e i l 

J e l l 

I a rchi tec tura l style(s) 

^ landscape architect / garden designer: 

d a t e s of initial construction: 
maior alterations: 
liittoric events: 

i^l^Iteot 

in te r ior decorator . 

kmaster builder: 

I a r t i s t : 

.ETHNIC GROUP 
ASSOCIATION 

^englnver: 

a r t i s an : ^bu i lde r /oan t r ae to r : 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS : 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP Br ick , 3^sto-^ies, crucifo-^m pipn, f l et ^oof, ex te r ior chimneys, I s t - s t o r y pedimented 

peired^l^ertlcell^^PeeHilyb' HCLlL'Ul pLtO ' end segmentel-erched vindo^' and door hoodjiiolds, ?nd-end 3f'd-storyj^fenestretio: 

reised b r i ck be l t courses, recessed b r i ck spendrels. ddi^d^d quoins, denticuletec 

of •vren-i.e''moftized eclect ic s t y l i n g . 
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