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The Hayden House at the corner of Gregg and West Second Streets in
Big Spring is a good example of the Queen Anne style as applied to
a simple, one-story residence. The house was built in 1901, which
is indicated on the front gable. The corner lot on which the house
sits is flat with a few trees and shrubbery. A simple iron fence
with red sandstone gateposts encircles the property.

Among the Queen Anne characteristics the house possesses are
irregularity of plan and massing, and variety of color and texture.
Walls are constructed of native red sandstone while other materials
include cast iron, brick, wood, and galvanized tin. The foundation
is also of sandstone and is ventilated with decorative cast iron
grilles.

The spacious front porch, which extends around the house, is another

- Victorian characteristic. Cast iron columns on sandstone piers support
the simple, bracketed cornice with its flared gable over the entrance.
The decorative treatment of this gable is achieved through the use of
wood shingles with an oval window in the center.

The roof presents the most interesting and picturesque guality of the
house. There are many gables, all of which have flared ends. The
front pediment contains a Palladian window, above which is placed the
date of construction of the house. Above the date is an ornate barge-
board of galvanized tin on which is stamped the Star of Texas. Each
gable is treated with the same detailing and is terminated with a finial
and lightning rod. The pinacle of the roof is terminated with a large
hipped dormer whose windows are treated with a diamond motif and whose
roof is crestedd with elaborate finials and a weather vane. Three
brick chimneys further enhance the roof composition by protruding in=a
a random manner.

Large windows with one light per sash break the massiveness of the
sandstone walls at varing intervals. The rear of the house is terminated
with a spacious screened porch to which the Hayden family would retire
on hot summer evenings. XL
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In 1880 the Texas and Pacific Railroad established its primary rail-
road shop between Ft. Worth and El Paso at Big Spring.
shop was considered to be the halfway point of this West Texas railway.
At the turn of the century Mr. Joseph Potton was the master mechanic

for the 560 mile stretch of track.

This railroad

In 1901, Mr. Potton began construction

of the "Hayden House" at the west end of what was then the small and
reckless "cowtown-railroad town" of Big Spring.

The north corner lot which faced east on Gregg street was selected as

the site for this house of red Pecos sandstone.

The building's original

plans still exist although they do not represent the configuration of

the interior spaces as they were actually built.

Mr. Potton did not

live in the house until 1912 having rented it out after its completion.
He lived there only two years, at which time his daughter and son-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hayden, and their three children moved into the

house.

The front pediment contains a Palladian window above which is placed
the date of construction of the house.

of galvanized tin, on which is stamped the Star of Texas.

Above the daté is a medallion

Other pediments

were similarly but less flamboyantly treated, but all were adorned with a
pattern of shingles which resembles fish scales. Above the red stone walls
rises the typically steep Victorian roof planes with their hips and gables
(grill work and tracery included), a few small dormers, and a metal gutter
along the eaves. The street address can be seen in the transom above the
door.

The two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hayden remember that their
father was quite protective of his family, as reflected by the presence
of a wire fence which remains around the property today. The yard and
the front porch were always a haven for the neighborhood children in

the hot West Texas summertime., The front porch, whose roof was supported
by cast iron columns was also the scene of family gatherings in the
evenings. The family would often retreat to the screened porch at the
rear of the house when the heat was too intense indoors. This, however,
was a rare occurence, since the twelve foot ceilings and the thick ex-
terior walls kept the temperature pleasant most of the time.
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The front door contains a metal knob, which when turned, manipulates a
bell. Visitors enter the hall or entry space, which contains a grand-
father clock, a hat tree with seat and mirror, and other assorted
furnishings.

The family entertained in the parlor, which is carpeted with a red

rug adorned with a floral design. Long satin draperies contrasted

to the natural wood patterns in the mantel of the fireplace, which

is covered by an embossed cast iron door. Ceramic tile was used around
the door. The dining room, which contains a cast iron fireplace was the
setting for formal evening meals. A china pantry served as a passageway
from the dining room to the kitchen. Noon meals were often served in the
kitchen, that contains a large pantry also.

Throughout the "Hayden Home" can be seen ornate brass light fixtures
either hanging from the ceiling or attached to the walls. Doors or
openings are accentuated with beautifully carved woodwork in contrast

to the smoothly plastered pastel walls. From these walls hang elegantly
framed portraits, still life and landscape paintings.

A small wood structure was built'at the rear of the lot to house the
carriage horses. Two small compartments for fire wood and coal, and
the outdoor convenience, were located nearby. Two wrought iron gates
mark the entrance into the back yard.

At this time the City of Big Spring is negotiating with the owner to
acquire the "Hayden House" for use as a house museum. If the city is
able to acquire the house, it is planned to furnish it with the Hayden
family's original furnishings.
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Mr. Robert Utley, Department of the Interior

Mr. Douglas Wheeler, Department of the Interior

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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Date Entered AER 14 w75

Name Location

Potfon-Hayden House Big Spring
Howard County

Schroeder-Yturri House San Antonio
Bexar County

Homer Wilson Ranch Big Bend National Park
Brewster County

Spanish Fort Site Spanish Fort
Montague County

Schreiner, Captain Charles, Mansion Kerrville
Kerr County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. Lloyd M. Bentsen Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director
Hon. Omar Burleson Texas State Historical Survey Committee

Hon. Henry B. Gonzalez Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station
Hon. Richard C. White Austin, Texas 78711
Hon. Jack Hightower

Hon Bob Krueger Regional Director, Southwest Region

t’R MMott/cha 4-24-75
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Texas Historical Commission
Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

Truett Latimer
Executive Director

July 175391975

Mr. Charles Herrington
Chief, Registration
National Register of
Historic Places

Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th & C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

On April 14, 1975, the Hayden House was entered on the
National Register of Historic Places. This property is
located in Big Springs, Howard County. The city is in
negotiations with the present owner to purchase the
property. The owners are descendents of the Hayden family
and in turn the Potton family.

Although the Pottons never resided there, Mr. Potton built
the house for his daughter and her descendents are requesting
the name of the National Register property be changed to the

Potton-Hayden House.

We respectfully request this change.

Sipcerely,

Joe R. Williams
Director, National
Register Programs
for Texas

JRW/pbs
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OMB Approval No. 29-R0O218

i 2 I a. NUMBLR 3. STATE a. NUMBELR
FEDCRAL ASSISTANCE v i APPLICA- N/A
CANT'S e
1. TYPE - APPLI- b. DATE NI b. DATE Y. th d
YPE 7] PREAPPLICATION . e car month day
ACTION [3] APPLICATICH CATION “q | FIER ASSIGNED 19 76
;x‘;’:’; or- [] KOTIFICATICN CF INTERT (OpL) | Leave
boz) [[] REPORT GF FEDERAL ACTICN Blank
4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
a. Applicant Name :State Historic Preservation Office T4-6016195
b. Organization Unit .Texas Historical Commission &
¢. Street/P.0. Box P.0, Box 12276 PRO. a. NUMBER ll 15 I. |9ﬂ|h l
d. City :Austin o Comty :Travis ??AM b. TITLE
rom
1. State :Texas g 2IP Code: TOTLL Pedaral Hist WL
h. Contsct Person (Name Truett Latimer Catalog) 1SToric e :
=| & tlephone No)  :(512)1475-309L
& [ 7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
- i i A-State H-Community Action Agen
5 Potton-Hayden House, Big Spring, Howar s lexes "G-intrste - |Hiazh"reg’km:"“ O
i . 1 1 - ubstete i
& |Work to include (the housz.e).éofflt repair, new gut i K-Other (Specify)
ﬁ ters and downspouts, repointing, exterior and inter- ‘E’:gf;“"
§ ior repainting, wallpapering, & plastering;(the Barn)|:E-gciool -l
replace flooring joists, bins; also repair fences, District Enter appropriate letter m
walks, and cistern. Adaptive re-use of the structure|s. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
5 s . A-Basic Grant  *  D-Insurance  / :
= is as a commun}ty cent?r. Sc?urce of the matching B-Supplemental Grant  E-Other  Enser aporo-
E money is the City of Big Spring. C-Loan priate tatterte, A | |
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, counties, 11. ESTIMATED NUM- |12. TYPE OF APPLICATION
Statea, etc.) BER OF PERSONS | A_New C-Revision E-Augmentation
BENEFITING B-Renewal D-Continuation
TEXAS Enter appropriate letter
12,000,000
13.  PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For 12c or 12s)
Dollars F-Other (Specify):
a. FEDERAL | $ 15,000 .00 | @ APPLICANT b. PROJECT g:loemasa Dollars
. ncrease Duration
b appLICANT| 21,180 00| statewide 19 D-Dozre;lso.bumion
o STATE 00 | 16. PROJECT STAPT 17. PROJECT Sanetistion
: DATE Yeor m7§s Y Dg?TiON Enter appro- D:D
d. LOCAL .00 Montha priate letter(s)
e. OTHER 00 | 28- ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month daoy |19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFiCATION NUMBER
- BE SUBMITTED TO
. vomL |s 36,180 00 FEDERAL AGENCYR 1977 2 15 | . 48-76-00294-00

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code)

21. REMARKS ADDED

OAHP, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 202L0 [J Yes gXNo

= | 22 8. To the best of my knowledge end belisf, | b. If required by OMB Circuler A-05 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- No re- Response
= dats in this preapplication/appiication ere structicns therein, to appropriate clesringhcuses and all responses are attached: sponse attached
5 THE true and correct, the document has been
= | APPLICANT | duly authorized by ths governing body of 4 < s . ]
‘E“ CERTIFIES | the spplicant and ths apaticant will comply | () Permian Basin fRegional Planning Comm. 0
5 | THAT b with the cttached acsurances if the swsist-) () D D
I ance is 2pproved. ® . [,} 0O 0O
g 23. a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE 2 b. SIGNATURE] yif g c. DATE SIGNLD

CERTIFYING| Truett Latimer, State Historic £ / . Year month day
§ REPRE- . : N 2Ex L _ [', I/’"’ T 2 15
¥ | sentanive | Preservation Officer [\ U/ Vi 19

24. AGENCY NAME ~J U 25, APPLICA- Yeor month day

Department of the Interior RECEIVED 48 77 =

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT
National Park Service

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Grants Administration Div.

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION
IDENTIFICATION

=
o
§ 29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT
) mermnc.moz«
5 18th & C Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240 48-76-00294-0
& [ 31. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year month day |34, Year wmonth day
g X8, AYARDED a. FEDERAL $ 15,000 00|33 AcTion DATER 19 77 4 20 |PAE™S677 4 20
4 vl .00 | 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- | 38,

[ b. REJECTED b. APPLICANT 21.180 00 TION (Newa cud Tkphein Sinier) EZDING Year wmonth day

[] c RETURNED FOR | e. STATE . .00 pAaTE 19 80 4 19
: AWMENDHENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
© | [J d. DEFERRED o. OTHER (202) 523-5472
Eloewmomm [\ rom s 36,180 00 [ Yes gNo

38. 2. In ‘nl;;nu above sction, i"{i :om:rdmts received f;o;v r:lalmggrguéas vltevnh_rcg- b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL

sidere agsecy responsa is due under provisions of Pal irc 9 X

FEDERAL AGENCY it has been or is being mede. g o (Wi M‘,p ho{;ago :

A-95 ACTION same as

424-10 7 S 3 = STANDARD FORM 42¢ PAGE 1 (10-75)
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