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NAME 
HISTORIC Hayden House 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET*NUMBER Southwest Comer o f Gregg and 2nd S t . 

_NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

B i g S p r i n g VICINITY OF 11. 
STATE CODE 

Q48 
COUNTY 

Howard 
CODE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X.BUILDINGISI 

—STRUCTURE 

_ S I T E 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

— I N PROCESS 

2^BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
— O C C U P I E D 

X U N O C C U P I E D 

— W O R K IN P R O G R E S S 

A C C E S S I B L E 
2 £ Y E S RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— N O 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

-SC IENT IF IC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

E. W. Lomax 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Lomax VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Howard County Courthouse 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

B i g S p r i n g 
STATE 

Texas 

I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

NONE 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE -COUNTY LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

XEXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

^UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

2k>HIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE.* 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hayden House at the corner of Gregg and West Second Streets i n 
Big Spring i s a good example of the Queen Anne s t y l e as applied to 
a simple, one-story residence. The house was b u i l t i n 1901, which 
is indicated on the f r o n t gable. The corner l o t on which the house 
s i t s i s f l a t w i t h a few trees and shrubbery. A simple i r o n fence 
with red sandstone gateposts encircles the property. 

Among the Queen Anne characteristics the house possesses are 
i r r e g u l a r i t y of plan and massing, and var i e t y of color and texture. 
Walls are constructed of native red sandstone while other materials 
include cast i r o n , b r i c k , wood, and galvanized t i n . The foundation 
i s also of sandstone and i s ven t i l a t e d w i t h decorative cast i r o n 
g r i l l e s . 

The spacious f r o n t porch, which extends around the house, i s another 
Victorian c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . Cast i r o n columns on sandstone piers support 
the simple, bracketed cornice w i t h i t s f l a r e d gable over the entrance. 
The decorative treatment of t h i s gable i s achieved through the use of 
wood shingles w i t h an oval window i n the center. 

The roof presents the most i n t e r e s t i n g and picturesque q u a l i t y of the 
house. There are many gables, a l l of which have f l a r e d ends. The 
front pediment contains a Palladian window, above which i s placed the 
date of construction of the house. Above the date i s an ornate barge-
board of galvanized t i n on which i s stamped the Star of Texas. Each 
gable i s treated w i t h the same d e t a i l i n g and i s terminated w i t h a f i n i a l 
and l i g h t n i n g rod. The pinacle of the roof i s terminated w i t h a large 
hipped dormer whose windows are treated w i t h a diamond motif and whose 
roof i s crested w i t h elaborate f i n i a l s and a weather vane. Three 
br i c k chimneys further enhance the roof composition by protruding i n 
a random manner. 

Large windows w i t h one l i g h t per sash break the massiveness of the 
sandstone walls at varing i n t e r v a l s . The rear of the house i s terminated 
with a spacious screened porch to which the Hayden family would r e t i r e 
on hot summer evenings. '. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

—1800-1899 

^ 1 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

jiAGR I CULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 0 1 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1880 the Texas and Paci f i c Railroad established i t s primary r a i l 
road shop between Ft. Worth and El Paso at Big Spring. This r a i l r o a d 
shop was considered to be the halfway point of t h i s West Texas railway. 
At the turn of the century Mr. Joseph Potton was the master mechanic 
for the 560 mile stretch of track. In 1901, Mr. Potton began construction 
of the "Hayden House" at the west end of what was then the small and 
reckless "cowtown-railroad town" of Big Spring. 

The north corner l o t which faced east on Gregg street was selected as 
the s i t e f o r t h i s house of red Pecos sandstone. The building's o r i g i n a l 
plans s t i l l e x i s t although they do not represent the configuration of 
the i n t e r i o r spaces as they were actually b u i l t . Mr. Potton did not 
l i v e i n the house u n t i l 1912 having rented i t out a f t e r i t s completion. 
He l i v e d there only two year^, at which time his daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hayden, and t h e i r three children moved into the 
house. 

The f r o n t pediment contains a Palladian window above which i s placed 
the date of construction of the house. Above the date i s a medallion 
of galvanized t i n , on which i s stamped the Star of Texas. Other pediments 
were s i m i l a r l y but less flamboyantly treated, but a l l were adorned with a 
pattern of shingles which resembles f i s h scales. Above the red stone walls 
rises the t y p i c a l l y steep Victorian roof planes with t h e i r hips and gables 
( g r i l l work and tracery included), a few small dormers, and a metal gutter 
along the eaves. The str e e t address can be seen i n the transom above the 
door. 

The two daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Hayden remember that t h e i r 
father was quite protective of his family, as reflected by the presence 
of a wire fence which remains around the property today. The yard and 
the f r o n t porch were always a haven for the neighborhood children i n 
the hot West Texas summertime. The f r o n t porch, whose roof was supported 
by cast i r o n columns was also the scene of family gatherings i n the 
evenings. The family would often r e t r e a t to the screened porch at the 
rear of the house when the heat was too intense indoors. This, however, 
was a rare occurence, since the twelve foot ceilings and the thick ex
t e r i o r walls kept the temperature pleasant most of the time. 
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The f r o n t door contains a metal knob, which when turned, manipulates a 
b e l l . V i s i t o r s enter the h a l l or en t r y space, which contains a grand
f a t h e r clock, a hat t r e e w i t h seat and m i r r o r , and other assorted 
f u r n i s h i n g s . 

The f a m i l y e n t e r t a i n e d i n the p a r l o r , which i s carpeted w i t h a red 
rug adorned w i t h a f l o r a l design. Long s a t i n draperies contrasted 
to the n a t u r a l wood patt e r n s i n the mantel o f the f i r e p l a c e , which 
i s covered by an embossed cast i r o n door. Ceramic t i l e was used around 
the door. The d i n i n g room, which contains a cast i r o n f i r e p l a c e was the 
s e t t i n g f o r formal evening meals. A china pantry served as a passageway 
from the d i n i n g room t o the k i t c h e n . Noon meals were o f t e n served i n the 
k i t c h e n , t h a t contains a large pantry a l s o . 

Throughout the "Hayden Home" can be seen ornate brass l i g h t f i x t u r e s 
e i t h e r hanging from the c e i l i n g or attached t o the w a l l s . Doors or 
openings are accentuated w i t h b e a u t i f u l l y carved woodwork i n cont r a s t 
to the smoothly p l a s t e r e d p a s t e l w a l l s . From these w a l l s hang elegan t l y 
framed p o r t r a i t s , s t i l l l i f e and landscape p a i n t i n g s , 

A small wood s t r u c t u r e was b u i l t ^ a t the rear o f the l o t t o house the 
carriage horses. Two small compartments f o r f i r e wood and coa l , and 
the outdoor convenience, were located nearby. Two wrought i r o n gates 
mark the entrance i n t o the back yard. 

At t h i s time the C i t y o f Big Spring i s n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h the owner to 
acquire the "Hayden House" f o r use as a house museum. I f the c i t y i s 
able t o acquire the house, i t i s planned t o f u r n i s h i t w i t h the Hayden 
family's o r i g i n a l f u r n i s h i n g s . 
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Hon. Omar Burleson 
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State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer, Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Survey Committee 
Post Office Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 

MMott/cha 4-24-75 



Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Truett LtOimer 
Executive Director 

J u l y 17, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i o n a l Register o f 
H i s t o r i c Places 
Department o f the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
18th & C S t r e e t s , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

On A p r i l 14, 1975, the Hayden House was entered on the 
Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. This property i s 
located i n Big Springs, Howard County. The c i t y i s i n 
neg o t i a t i o n s w i t h the present owner t o purchase the 
property. The owners are descendents o f the Hayden f a m i l y 
and i n t u r n the Potton f a m i l y . 

Although the Pottons never resided t h e r e , Mr. Potton b u i l t 
the house f o r h i s daughter and her descendents are requesting 
the name of the N a t i o n a l Register property be changed to the 
Potton-Hayden House. 
•— - i - • 

We r e s p e c t f u l l y request t h i s change. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Joe R. Williams 
D i r e c t o r , N a t i o n a l 
Register Programs 
f o r Texas 

JRW/pbs 
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7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

Potton-Hayden House, Big Spring, Hgvrar(LJiount-y, Texas 
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B-Oecrease Collars 
C-lncre3se Duration 
D-Oecretse Duration 
E-Cancsllation 

Enttr appro
priate Utter(a) 

«. OTHER .00 

f. TOTAL ; 36.180 .00 
18. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month day 

BE SUBMITTED TO „ „ ^ ^ ^ 
FEDERAL AGENCY > 19 7 7 2 1 5 

19. EXISTING FEDER.AL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

, l+8-76-0029i+-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, Stat*, ZIP code) 

OAHP, National Park Service, Washington, D.C. 202U0 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED 

22. 

THE 

APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
THAT f 

a. To the best of my knowledge and b«Iiof, 
data In this preapplicatlon/appiication are 
true and correct, tha document has bean 
duly authorised by the govcmini body of 
the applicant and the appliunt will comply 
with the cttechcd tuursnces if the ( j s i i t -
anca is approved. 

b. If rccaired by OfilD Circulur A-95 this appixstion was submitted, pi:rs'j>nt to in- No re-
structicna therein, to appropriato ctesringhcuses and all rss^nsas ere attached: tponte 

Responte 
attaclied 

U) Permian 
(2) 

(3) 

Basin/Regional Planning Comm. • 
o 
• 

• 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED HAIHE AND TITLE 

Truett Latimer, State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

b. SIGNATURE c DATE S IGRLD 

Year nonth day 

19 77 2 15 
24 . AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
25. APPLICA- Year month day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 3 ^ 

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

National Park Service 
29 . ADDRESS 

1 8 t h & C R t S . , N . W . , W f i . q h i r . g f n n n . C . 2 0 2 4 0 

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

G r a n t . q A d m i m " . q t r a M n n D i v . 

23. FEDERAL APPLICATION 
IDENTIFICATION 

30. FEDERAL GP.ANT 
I D E N T I F I O m O N 

48-76-00294-00 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

g c i . AWAnOED 

• b. REJECTED 

• c, RCTURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d . DEI^RRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

32 . FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

• . OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

15,000 -00 
? ] . i 8 n 

.00 

.00 

36,180 
.00 

.00 

33. ACTION D A T E > 

Year month day 

19 77 4 20 
34 . 
STARTING 
DATE 19 ' ' 

Year month day 

4 20 
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA

TION (Name and telephone number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
(202) 523-5472 

36. 
ENDING 
DATE 

year month day 

19 80 4 19 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

a. In tiking »bov9 action, iny comments rtcrivaO from cUarinfiSousss wera rcn-
slcieral. If agtr.cy response is du« under provi&itviis of Part 1, OMO Circular A-9S, 
It tint Leen or is bein£ mada. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.) 

same as //35 

STANO.-iHJ l O R M 4?4 PACE 1 (10-75) 


