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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Henry Sayles House, built ca. 1889 for an early Texas lawyer,
businessman and author, is a one and one-half story residence generally
classified as Victorian in style but encompassing stylistic elements

of the Queen Anne style. The house faces east onto Sayles Boulevard
and is flanked to the south by South Seventh Street. The lot includes
252 front feet on Sayles and is 156 feet deep. The exterior of the
Sayles House is distinquished by its varied wall surfaces, window
forms, and gable treatments.

The exterior of the house originally featured three gabled bays and
four dormers decorated in various patterns of cut shingles, grid
patterns of one-half inch molding, and various window configurations.
The east, or front facade, has a projecting bay with a three-part
a-b-a pattern round arched window, carved brackets, grid patterned
molding, imbricated shingling, dentils and a decorated frieze in the
gable end. Another three-part a-b-a pattern window is centered below
the gable on the first floor. All first floor windows are eight foot
tall. One-story porches with elborate lattice-work are located to
either side of the bay. A large dormer, centrally located over the
front door, has detailing similar to that of the gable end of the
projecting bay. The north and south facades also incorporate the use
of a projecting bay off-center, with a central dormer having similar
detailing. Each of the three pairs of gables and bays differ in
treatment, with the east facade being the most elaborate. A central
dormer was removed from the west elevation during an early addition.

The addition to the rear of the structure was made between 1896 and
1903, changing the house from seven rooms to ten rooms downstairs

and from four rooms to six rooms upstairs. In keeping with the

style of the original house, the addition has matching siding and
window treatment, and three dormers similar to those on the main house.
The original wood shingled roof is still in use on. the addition

while composition shingles have replaced the wood shingles on the

rest of the house. 1Iron cresting around the flat peak of the roof

was removed during reroofing.

(Continued)
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A chimney with fireplace is located on the west wall of the front
bedroom and is the only one of three original corbeled brick chimneys
remaining. One was removed from the rear kitchen wall during the
early addition, and another was removed from the north wall of the
dining room after collapsing in a storm.

Besides the rear addition, a number of relatively minor interior
changes have been made at various times through the years. A porch
on the southwest corner of the house was enclosed to create space

for an early bathroom. A tin-lined wooden bathtub has recently

been removed from this room. The front stairway was closed in 1941
so that access to the upper story was only from the added rear stairs,
creating an independent apartment. Plans are to reopen this stair-
way and to reinstall the decorative latticework and other trim that
once graced the entrance hall and stair landing. Large sliding doors
between the entrance hall and the front parlor were also removed.

Two cypress cisterns, fed by gutters and downspouts from the roof
originally located under the house with a hand pump in the kitchen
hallway, have been removed.

The present owners are restoring the exterior of the house to its
appearance upon completion of the ca. 1900 addition. Included in
this restoration is refurbishing decorative work, painting in the
original color-scheme, and repointing the chimney. New plumbing,
wiring, and air conditioning has been installed, and a suspended
ceiling (ten foot floor to ceiling height) is proposed to accomodate
this equipment. Once resotration work is completed,the Sayles House
will be a good representative example of the Victorian era in

Texas architecture.
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The Henry Sayles House was built ca. 1889 for a prominent lawyer,
businessman and co-author of several important books on Texas law. The
house, located in Abilene, is not only significant for its connection
with the history of a prominent Texan, but is also noteworthy as an
example of the Queen Anne style of architecture.

In 1852, Henry Sayles was born in the Gay Hill community near Brenham

in washington County, Texas. He spent his early years there and studied
law under his father and other local lawyers as was the custom before
law schools were established in Texas. Sayles started his legal career
in Galveston before moving in 1886 to Abilene where he continued his
legal practive and oversaw land investments belonging to his Galveston
clients.

Soon after moving to Abilene, Henry's father, John Sayles (1825-1897)
along with his family, joined Henry and his family, and father and son
established the law firm of Sayles and Sayles. An adjutant general in
the Civil wWar, John Sayles was the first full-time law faculty member of
Baylor University, and his legal writings compiled in the 1876 statutes
became the forerunner of Vernon's Texas Statutes. 1In addition to the
practice of law, Sayles and Sayles continued to collaborate in the
writing and revision of books on Texas law, including: Sayles' Early
Laws of Texas, 1888: Sayles' Real Estate Laws of Texas, 1892; and
Sayles' Annotated Texas Civil Statutes, 1897. Besides his law practice
and his writing, Henry Sayles was also a chartering director and
president of the Abilene Land and Improvement Company which built
restricted subdivisions in Abilene. Henry also donated land and cash
which was the impetus for locating Simmons College, now known as Hardin-
Simmons University, in Abilene. 1In 1889 Henry Sayles, prospering in

his law practice and business enterprises, felt that his family numbering

(continued)
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six should have an appropriately sized and styled home. He arranged for
his house to be built on "Boulevard Street" by builders R. W. Miller

and Samuel Calvin Wagner, early settlers from Tennessee. The Henry
Sayles house was one of the first houses to be built on the boulevard
later named "Sayles Boulevard" for the family, which was at one time

the most exclusive residential street in town.

After moving into the house, three more Sayles children were born, prompting
the enlargement of the house between 1896-1903. In 1908, Henry Sayles
constructed and moved into a still larger and more elegant house about
one-half block to the south of the first house, which was then deeded

to his third son, John Sayles (1881-1958). 1In 1941 a fire badly

damaged the top floor and southwest portions of the house. It was re-
modeled to repair damages and at this time the inside staircase to the
second floor was removed and the first floor, rear portion comprising

the 1896-1903 addition was converted into a self-contained, independent
apartment.

John Sayles lived in the house until his death in 1958, and his wife
Frances lived there until moving to the home of her son, Jack Sayles,

in 1969. The house was vacant from 1969 until 1974 when Jack Sayles
sold the property to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Dillard, the present owners.
The Dillards are living in the house and are in the process of restoring
the property for use as their private residence.
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taylor cbunty
Abilene

SAYLES, HENRY, HOUSE
(John Sayles House>

642 Sayles Blvd.

EXXX 1889--1890 Queen Anne house by builders R. W. Miller
and Samuel Calvin Wagner; altered 1896--1903; under
restoration to c. 1900 appearance.

Noteworthy example of the style, located on himmx
boulevard that was once the most exclusive residential
street in Abilene; built for Henry Sayles, prominent
Texan lawyer, businessman, and author.
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1. historic archeology 2. prehistoric archeology

3. agricultur&(ﬁ} architecture 5. art 6. commerce

7. communication 8. conservation 9. economics

10. education 11. engineering 12. exploration 13. industry

14, invention 15. landscape architecture law
literature 18. military 19. music 20. philosophy
politics/government 22, religion 23. science

24, social/humanitarian 25. transportation 26. entertainmen

27. health 28. recreation 29. settlement 30. social/cultur=

31. urban and community planning

Sayles, Henry: CF

Wagner, Samuel Calvin: CF
Sayles, Henry, House, TX: CF
Sayles, John, House, TX: CF
Miller, R. W.: CF :




