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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Set i n the r o l l i n g h i l l s o f West A u s t i n i s a small enclave o f Blacks, 
whose ancestors founded a r u r a l settlement i n t h i s undeveloped wooded 
land of the 19th century. I n e a r l y accounts, C l a r k s v i l l e was described 
as a "dense, impenetrable cane t h i c k e t " . The landscape o f t h i s area 
i s rough and broken and has been d i f f i c u l t t o develop. 

O r i g i n a l l y the community was composed o f a wide s c a t t e r i n g o f sub
sistence farms w i t h a few c a t t l e , chickens, and hogs and some l i g h t 
a g r i c u l t u r e . As the white neighborhoods grew westward, the d e n s i t y 
of the community g r e a t l y increased. People no longer depended on t h e i r 
farms f o r subsistence, b u t were able t o f i n d work as laborers and 
domestics and buy food from nearby stores t h a t appeared i n the 1920's 
and 1930's. Although i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o p i n p o i n t , C l a r k s v i l l e probably 
reached i t s peak i n number of re s i d e n t s i n the 1930's. Since t h a t time 
the acreage and po p u l a t i o n of C l a r k s v i l l e have been c o n s t a n t l y reduced. 
Never much wider than i t s c u r r e n t north/south boundaries, C l a r k s v i l l e 
o r i g i n a l l y s c a t t e r e d west as f a r as a m i l e o r two beyond the M i s s o u r i -
P a c i f i c r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . When white suburbs began developing west of 
the Mo-Pac t r a c k s . Black r e s i d e n t s began s e l l i n g out and moving 
f u r t h e r east. C l a r k s v i l l e housing s t i l l e x i s t e d west of the tracks 
u n t i l c o n s t r u c t i o n began i n 1971 on an expressway, which f o l l o w e d the 
Mo-Pac t r a c t s . The expressway o b l i t e r a t e d the western end o f the 
C l a r k s v i l l e community destroying over 60 homes and d i s p l a c i n g more 
than 30 f a m i l i e s . 

Another c r i t i c a l f a c t o r i n the r e d u c t i o n o f the s i z e o f C l a r k s v i l l e 
was the plan f o r an east-west crosstown expressway t o connect w i t h 
the north-south expressway. The route was planned t o c u t through 
the middle o f the Black community. Although the plan f o r such a 
thoroughfare has r e c e n t l y been t a b l e d , many C l a r k s v i l l e r e s i d e n t s 
displaced by Mo-Pac f e l t i t would be useless t o r e l o c a t e i n Clarks
v i l l e w i t h the eventual crosstown expressway planned. Of the many 
f a m i l i e s , only 5 or 6 r e l o c a t e d i n the west A u s t i n community. 

The c u r r e n t boundaries o f the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t enclose a two-block 
wide s t r i p between Waterston and west 10th, extending the approximate 
three blocks from West Lynn t o the Mo-Pac expressway. The area has 
continued to be somewhat i s o l a t e d from the commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l 
area surrounding i t , f o r u n t i l l a s t summer the s t r e e t s were narrow, 
gra v e l roads and d i d not serve as through s t r e e t s . The c i t y resurfaced 
the s t r e e t s w i t h an o i l base surface f o r the f i r s t time l a s t f a l l . 

Housing also d i s p l a y s a d i f f e r e n t economic l e v e l from the e n c i r c l i n g 
neighborhoods. W i t h i n C l a r k s v i l l e a l l o f the houses are small. 
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one-story, frame or board and b a t t e n c o n s t r u c t i o n . Most houses show 
influences of the V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , f o r instance i n t h e i r narrow 2/2 
or 4/4 l i g h t windows, the steep r o o f p i t c h e s , simple V i c t o r i a n porch 
t r i m or turned posts. Some show e a r l y 20th century bungalow influences 
i n the porch and column shapes. But none o f the houses d i s p l a y a 
s t y l i s t i c mode c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f w e a l t h i e r homes. Most were constructed 
cheaply w i t h a v a i l a b l e 19th and e a r l y 20th century b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . 
A d d i t i o n a l rooms and porches were added w i t h a f f o r d a b l e m a t e r i a l s , 
regardless o f design. Of the 98 remaining houses i n C l a r k s v i l l e most 
appear to have been b u i l t i n the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th century. 
Probably a few were b u i l t i n the mid-20th century, and two houses are 
of recent c o n s t r u c t i o n ( w i t h i n the l a s t 10 y e a r s ) . The housing con
d i t i o n , has reached a c r i t i c a l s t a t e i n C l a r k s v i l l e . Many of the homes 
have le a k i n g or collapsed roofs and w a l l s , i n s u f f i c i e n t e l e c t r i c i t y , 
poor plumbing and, i n some cases, no indoor plumbing a t a l l . 

Open spaces w i t h i n the community are many. Along 10th s t r e e t residences 
are located on both sides o f the s t r e e t except f o r a l a r g e green, terraced 
open sapce on the south side between C h a r l o t t e and Toyath. This vacant 
land forms the back o f the p r o p e r t y which once belonged t o the Old Confede
r a t e Home and i s now owned by the U n i v e r s i l y o f Texas f o r married student 
housing. Because the land r i s e s , however, the student housing i s not 
v i s i b l e , and the w e l l - k e p t open land forms an a t t r a c t i v e boundary. The 
only designated park area i s the C l a r k s v i l l e playground, operated by the 
C i t y Parks and Recreation Department, on vacant p r o p e r t y between 10th and 
11th s t r e e t s i n the 1800 block near the expressway. There are several other 
open spaces w i t h i n the community as i n d i c a t e d on the sketch map. Some of 
the vacant land i s undeveloped and other areas are l o t s bought up by the c i t j 
i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of the crosstown expressway. An a t t r a c t i v e wooded, h i l l y 
area on the east end of the 1800 block bounded by west 10th, Toyath, and 
west 11th i s being considered as a c i t y park. A vacant l o t a t 1004 
Cha r l o t t e i s known as the " t o t l o t " , f o r i t s owner, Seymour Washington o f 
the community, allows i t t o be used by l i t t l e c h i l d r e n as a play area. 

C l a r k s v i l l e i s made up e n t i r e l y of r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s and the 
community church. I n a few cases businesses have p e r i o d i c a l l y located i n 
homes, b u t there are no commercial b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t . Along West 
Lynn some houses were t o r n down i n the 20th century t o accomodate small 
commercial s t r u c t u r e s , but these are excluded from the d i s t r i c t boundaries. 
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Dominating the d i s t r i c t i s the wood frame Sweet Home Baptist Church, 
designed by a C l a r k s v i l l e builder, W. S. Edmerson, the exterior design 
r e f l e c t s the simple i n t e r i o r b a s i l i c a n plan. Sheltering the nave i s a 
two-story p i t c h roofed rectangular mass, creating a t a l l central space 
on the i n t e r i o r . Shed roof wings on the east and west facades enclose 
the side a i s l e s . The shed roofs are attached below a clerestory of 
f i v e small windows on each side. B u i l t on a sloping l o t , the basement 
lev e l w i t h windows i s v i s i b l e on the east and west facades and the side 
entrances to the church are reached by raised wooden s t a i r s . On the north 
(main) facade an attached, one-story gabled porch, with enclosed end bays 
and an inset g a l l e r y between them shelters the central double door. A 
simple louvered b e l f r y w i t h a low hipped roof rests on the p i t c h of the 
porch roof and rises above the roof of the nave. The south (rear) facade 
displays two f u l l l e v e l s . On the ground l e v e l are two windows and two 
double door entrances which enter i n t o the "Fellowship H a l l " . On the 
church l e v e l are four windows across the back of the nave and a lower 
flanking window on each side at the end of the a i s l e s . A square vent i s 
located under the gable p i t c h . The church presently has major foundation 
problems. Telephone poles grounded i n cement are angled against the 
foundation w a l l at the rear to stablize a large bulge i n the s l i d i n g 
foundation. 

Drainage i s a severe problem i n C l a r k s v i l l e . The area i s traversed by 
creek washes which carry waste from open storm sewers. Drainage i s a 
major problem, p r i m a r i l y because C l a r k s v i l l e i s a receptical f o r the 
watershed and storm sewer runoff from adjoining developed areas. Many 
homes are b u i l t i n low areas of C l a r k s v i l l e before these surrounding 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas developed and now often f i n d t h e i r houses flooded 
during period of heavy r a i n f a l l . 

Aware of the c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n the community and the lack of previous 
services, the City of Austin voted t h i s year to expend $100,000 of HCD 
funds toward emergency housing r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , and $750,000 toward street 
engineering and drainage improvements and $50,000 f o r park improvements. 

There are a few intrusions i n the d i s t r i c t . The most unsightly one i s a 
mobile home recnetly moved onto a vacant l o t at the corner of 11th street 
and Charlotte by a l o c a l Austin musician. The existence of community 
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pride i s evident by the number of complaints by l o c a l residents 
regarding h i s unkept grounds and wandering goats. Another mobile 
home i s located behind a West Lynn st r e e t commercial building on an 
al l e y between 11th and 12th streets, but the structure i s not v i s i b l e 
unless one travels down the a l l e y . Located to the east and adjacent 
to the Haskell House, 1703 Waterston, i s the garden l o t of a H o r t i c u l t u r a l 
Center, a mercantile business located on near-by West Lynn. The l o t i s 
not unattractive, simply inconsistent w i t h the regular pattern of residential 
housing i n the d i s t r i c t . 
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C l a r k s v i l l e i s an h i s t o r i c Black neighborhood, founded as a r u r a l s e t t l e 
ment west o f A u s t i n i n the 1870's. Despite the growth of white suburban 
neighborhoods surrounding C l a r k s v i l l e i n the e a r l y 20th century and 
despite the f a c t t h a t the predominant Black settlement i s now concentrated 
i n the eastern p a r t o f the c i t y , the community has survived as a small 
Black enclave i n west A u s t i n . C l a r k s v i l l e represents one o f the o l d e s t 
continuous neighborhoods i n the c i t y . U n l i k e the eventual d e c l i n e of 
some o l d e r neighborhoods, C l a r k s v i l l e has been occupied c o n t i n o u s l y by 
new generations, m a i n t a i n i n g a sense of l i n e a l s t a b i l i t y . The s e t t l e 
ment has been the home of working class and farming Blacks, i n a d d i t i o n 
t o prominent Black leaders. Set apart from the r e s t o f west A u s t i n by 
i t s narrow unpaved s t r e e t s , extremely modest frame and board and ba t t e n , 
one-story houses, and wooded undeveloped l o t s , the area i s a v i s u a l l y 
i d e n t i f i a b l e d i s t r i c t . More important, however, i s the f a c t t h a t t h i s 
neighborhood, symbolizing the s t r u g g l e of Black f a m i l i e s i n 19th century 
A u s t i n t o create a new l i f e and community o f t h e i r own, remains i n t a c t 
despite 20th century t h r e a t s . C l a r k s v i l l e represents an epoch of ethnic 
h i s t o r y t h a t f i g u r e s prominently i n t o the development of A u s t i n . 

Following Emancipation i n Texas many Blacks deserted the p l a n t a t i o n s 
and entered c i t i e s i n search of employment, educational o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
and m i l i t a r y p r o t e c t i o n . I n A u s t i n , as i n other c i t i e s , t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
created a desperate need f o r a f f o r d a b l e housing. Black leaders, such as 
Rev. Jacob Fontaine, an A u s t i n m i n i s t e r , went t o white land agents seeking 
t o get l a r g e p o r t i o n s o f pr o p e r t y subdivided and so l d t o freedmen so 
they could b u i l d t h e i r own houses. One of the most i n f l u e n t i a l aids to 
the Blacks was the Freedman's Bureau, e s t a b l i s h e d by Congress i n 1865 t o 
a s s i s t the newly-freed slaves and impoverished w h i t e s . Operating i n 
Texas f o r f o u r years, one of the o r g a n i z a t i o r i ' s c o n s i s t e n t pleas was t o 
urge Black f a m i l i e s t o avoid the oppressive r e n t system. 

On August 11, 1871, Charles ( G r i f f i n ) Clark bought two acres of land from 
N. G. Shell y west of the c i t y o f A u s t i n on what i s today west 10th s t r e e t . 
A former slave, Clark had chosen the surname as h i s freeman's name. The 
community was l a t e r named i n honor o f t h i s man who founded the Black 
community. His land formed the nucleus of the community t h a t Clark, 
according t o t r a d i t i o n , wanted t o found f o r newly-freed men and women. 
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giving them the opportunity to d i r e c t t h e i r own l i v e s with the support 
and encouragement of t h e i r friends. 

The land on which Clark s e t t l e d was about a h a l f a mile south of an 
1850's Greek Revival Mansion on an adjoining plantation owned by 
E.M. Pease, the Govemor of Texas from 1853 to 1857, a Union sympathizer 
during the C i v i l War and l a t e r a Reconstruction Govemor. Local residents 
contend that i n the 1870's Pease gave several l o t s i n C l a r k s v i l l e to 
some of hi s former slaves. I t i s possible that part of t h i s area could 
have been used f o r slave quarters p r i o r to the C i v i l War, f o r the 
boundaries of the old Pease property are adjacent to the C l a r k s v i l l e 
community. The f r i e n d l y relationship between Pease and C l a r k s v i l l e 
residents continued over the years. A Christmas party f o r C l a r k s v i l l e 
children was given annually on the Peaae Estate and frequently the 
Juneteenth (Texas Emancipation Day) f e s t i v i t i e s would be celebrated there. 

Many black s e t t l e r s followed Clark i n the 1870's to the location west of 
Austin. Essex Carrington bought land on Waterston street from Max Mass 
on December 9, 1872. Mr. Carrington worked on the Negro s t a f f of the 
Washington Hose Company, an early f i r e department. The Carrington family 
members have been continuous residents of C l a r k s v i l l e . Essex's grandson. 
Rev, H. J, Carrington, a longtime minister and a community organizer and 
leader, died j u s t a few years ago and hi s wife resides at 1715 Waterson, 
Jim Morris moved i n t o C l a r k s v i l l e i n 1876 and hi s house stood u n t i l j u s t 
recently on west 11th s t r e e t , Morris worked f o r Govemor Pease on the 
Pease Estate. 

In 1875 Rose Walker bought land i n the area of west 11th and Essex Ave, 
When Mrs, Walker and her husband died they deeded the property to t h e i r 
foster daughter Bettie Bryant, Mrs. Bryant's husband. Reason, was 
employed at the Round Rock stone quarry and was also tmstee of the 
community church. Reason and Bettie Bryant, i n tum, w i l l e d t h e i r 
property to t h e i r daughter L i l l i a n Bryant Edmerson, In 1921, W i l l i s 
S, Edmerson, a contractor, s e t t l e d i n C l a r k s v i l l e a f t e r marrying L i l l i a n , 
Edmerson l a t e r drew up the plans f o r rebuilding the present C l a r k s v i l l e 
church, i n addition to bu i l d i n g several homes i n the community. 
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He was also responsible f o r several other buildings i n Austin, including 
the F i r s t New Mount Olive Church, Rosewood Church, St, Peter's Methodist 
Church and McKinley Heights Church, Mrs, Edmerson s t i l l l i v e s at the 
comer of west 11th and Old Essex Avenue, 

Perhaps the oldest house i n the d i s t r i c t i s at 1703 Waterston. The 
property was purchased January 1, 1875, by a former slave named Peter 
Tucker, and the house was probably b u i l t s h o r t l y aftejnvard. The house 
was owned by a succession of residents u n t i l Hezekiah Haskell, a former 
Union solider from Baltimore, married i n t o the family that l i v e d there 
i n 1885, Haskell had come to Texas as a "Buffalo Soldier", and member 
of the Black Cavalry Units that were brought to Texas i n the 1870's 
and 1880's to f i g h t the Indians, His son, also named Hezikiah, continued 
to reside i n the house u n t i l h i s death i n January, 1976, at the age of 
93. 

One of the most prominent Black leaders to l i v e i n C l a r k s v i l l e was 
Elias Mayes, who served two terms as a State Legislator from Brazos 
County. Elias Mayes was one of 8 Black Legislators to the 16th 
Legislative session i n 1870 and one of only 2 Black Legislators to the 
21st session i n 1889. Mayes was bom i n Conecuh County, Alabama, i n 
1831. He came to Texas i n 1863, s e t t l i n g f i r s t i n Montgomery County. 
In 1866 he moved to Brazos County where he farmed and served as pastor 
of h is neighborhood church, Elias purchased two l o t s on west 10th street 
i n Austin from Charles Clark i n 1884, His son, Ben May (at some time 
the l a s t two l e t t e r s were dropped on the name) l i v e d on the o r i g i n a l 
property at 1624 west 10th u n t i l h i s death i n 1975. 

U n t i l the 1930's C l a r k s v i l l e was surrounded by a wooded area. White 
families began bu i l d i n g i n west Austin as early as the 1880's, but the 
main housing area was s t i l l about a mile east of the black community 
and there were no through roads to C l a r k s v i l l e . Just to the south 
of C l a r k s v i l l e a home f o r Confederate veterans was b u i l t i n the 1880's and 
was i n continual use u n t i l the l a s t residents died i n the l a t e 1960's. 
The home provided employment f o r some C l a r k s v i l l e residents, and according 
to l o c a l s t o r i e s , the two groups proved compatible neighbors. 
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Probably the most s i g n i f i c a n t force binding the community together 
since the 1880's has been the community church. Sweet Home Baptist 
Church. As soon as people began s e t t l i n g i n C l a r k s v i l l e , they informally 
organized the church, Edmund and Mary Smith began holding prayer meetings 
i n t h e i r home. These became the basis f o r community in t e r a c t i o n and 
exchange. On July 1, 1882, land f o r the church was bought by the 
C l a r k s v i l l e residents f o r $50.00 cash. The f i r s t meetings on the church 
property were held under a bmsh arbor and the church was b u i l t shortly 
afterward. The church b u i l d i n g has been r e b u i l t three times, the l a s t 
time i n 1935. According to the plan of l o c a l resident, W. S. Edmerson, 
the 1935 structure faces north on 11th s t r e e t . The church has bound 
the C l a r k s v i l l e together throughout i t s h i s t o r y . Serving as the 
meeting place f o r community organizations, as well as for rel i g i o u s 
purposes. Sweet Home serves as the focal point of the neighborhood. 

The minister of Sweet Home has always played a central role i n the 
p o l i t i c a l , social and re l i g i o u s l i f e of the community. Many of these 
ministers have become recognized leaders outside of the community, as 
we l l . Rev, Jacob Fontaine, an early organizer of Sweet Home Baptist 
Church was a leader i n unifying the Negro Baptist churches i n Austin 
and founded the f i r s t Austin Black newspaper, "The Gold Dollar", In 
the l a t e 1940's and 1950's the pastor of Sweet Home Baptist Church, 
Rev, W, L, Holland, won national fame as a welfare worker and organizer. 
He founded the West Side Community House, whose goal was to t r a i n and 
f i n d employment f o r Negro domestics. In the l a t e 1950's he helped 
organize a neighborhood c h i l d care center, c l i n i c , etc. 

Another important element i n C l a r k s v i l l e was the C l a r k s v i l l e school. 
The f i r s t school classes were taught by Maggie Mayes, wife of Elias 
Mayes, Known as "Pay School",classes were f i r s t held i n the Mayes Home 
and l a t e r i n the church b u i l d i n g . In 1917 a stmcture was b u i l t on the 
l o t now serving as the C l a r k s v i l l e playground and t h i s public school 
was called the C l a r k s v i l l e Colored School. I t served grades 1-6, a f t e r 
which C l a r k s v i l l e children were bussed to East Austin to attend Junior 
and Senior High School. Periodic enrollment counts taken i n 1924, 
1934, and 1940,respectively, show 69, 66, and 70 students. The school, 
for those years sta f f e d by a l l Black teachers and a Black p r i n c i p a l , 
served as an important educational and unifying element i n the growing 
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community. The school was moved i n the 1960's and the children were 
absorbed i n t o surrounding schools. 

The semi-mral atmosphere that surrounded and isolated C l a r k s v i l l e 
during the f i r s t 50 years of i t s existence began changing dramatically 
i n the 1920's and 1930's, During the 1920's R. Niles Graham, i n h e r i t o r 
of the Pease Estate began to subdivide the fomer Pease land i n t o an 
exclusive subdivision known as the "Enfield Addition", Large two-story 
mansions and wealthy residents began appearing i n t h i s area while more 
modest homes were b u i l t immediately to the east of C l a r k s v i l l e . New 
employment advantages existed f o r C l a r k s v i l l e residents, but c i t y im
provements to the surrounding subdivisions were not extended to the 
Black neighborhood. I n f a c t , by 1928 the c i t y accepted a Master Plan 
which recommended "that a l l the f a c i l i t i e s and conveniences be provided 
the Negroes i n East Austin, as an incentive to draw the Negro population 
to the area". While t h i s Master Plan was eliminated i n favor of a new 
one i n 1954, only a minimal amount of c i t y services have been provided to 
C l a r k s v i l l e . 

Prior to 1971 the C l a r k s v i l l e community spread several blocks west of 
the Missouri-Pacific Railroad t r a c t s . Many residents sold t h e i r property 
west of the t r a c t s as white suburbs spread fu r t h e r west. But the most 
devastating force to the community came i n 1971 when a north-south express
way began constmction on either side of the Mo-Pac tracks and nearly 
1/3 of the C l a r k s v i l l e houses were razed to accomodate the transportation 
route. Another major threat came when the City voted i n 1972 to b u i l d 
an east-west crosstown expressway to connect with the Mo-Pac expressway. 
The route was planned to cut through the center of the narrow C l a r k s v i l l e 
d i s t r i c t , e f f e c t i v e l y eliminating the neighborhood. Due to a sympathetic 
study done by The University of Texas Architecture department, adverse 
public reaction, and sharp i n f l a t i o n a r y price increases, the plan has 
been tabled, but has not yet been eliminated from the City Master Plan. 

Courageously, C l a r k s v i l l e has withstood the innumerable 20th century 
encroachments. Of the 6 or 7 comparable Black enclaves that survived 
through the early 20th century i n various locations throughout the c i t y , 
only C l a r k s v i l l e and a small Black neighborhood i n northeast Austin 
remain. Now the most c r i t i c a l threat to the community's survival i s the 
deteriorating condition of i t s homes and the t e r r i b l e condition of i t s 
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streets and drainage system. With the increased p u b l i c i t y about 
Clar k s v i l l e ' s heritage and a growing awareness of the community's 
pride and uni t y , the c i t y has committed i t s e l f to a major e f f o r t at 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . Housing and Community Development funds f o r 1976 
have been voted to the area f o r housing r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , street and 
drainage improvements, and park improvements. By working closely 
w i t h C l a r k s v i l l e residents and h i s t o r i c a l groups, the c i t y hopes to 
assist the neighborhood i n achieving a new v i t a l i t y without losing i t s 
old i d e n t i t y . 
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C l a r k s v i l l e verbal boundary description: 

The western boundary of C l a r k s v i l l e i s marked by the feeder road of 
the Missiouri-Pacific expressway extending from west 12th street on 
the north to a few feet beyond west 10th street on the south. The 
southern boundary extends from t h i s point on Newfield south down 
west 10th including the houses on both the north and south sides of the 
stree t , but excluding the vacant property on the south side of 10th 
street between Charlotte and Toyath. At the end of the re s i d e n t i a l l o t s 
of west 10th the eastern boundary begins and extends north to west 12th 
behind the few feet of commercial property on west Lynn. The northern 
boundary s t a r t s at west 12th and proceeds west f o r one block. At 
Charlotte street the l i n e turns north f o r a h a l f a block u n t i l i t 
reaches Waterston. At Waterston the d i s t r i c t boundary continues west 
along Waterston u n t i l i t reaches Newfield. 
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