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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In January, 1915, the Chicago architectural firm of John Eberson, John
Reed Fugard, and George Arnold Knapp completed plans for a new theatre
to be built in Austin, Texas. The following month, J.F. Johnson was
awarded the construction contract, and a local architect, George Albert
Endress, was appointed the supervising architect. The free-standing
theatre house was built of brick to a height equivalent of four stories,
and encompassing 500,000 cubic feet of space. Seating capacity was
close to 1400 persons. Today, the edifice remains structurally sound.

The west facade fronts Congress Avenue, the capitol city's main
commercial thoroughfare, and is treated in a Neo-Classic Revival manner.
The symmetrical scheme originally set an unattached, central ticket
booth close to the pedestrian sidewalk. Recessed beyond the ticket
island was the theatre entrance. A second level canopy suspended
protectively out over the pedestrian sidewalk. Above, horizontal
planes of russet brick are punctuated by a trio of large, windowed
openings of triparite scheme. A band of detailing set in limestone
and reminiscent of a classic frieze extends at lintel height, arching
above each of the large windowed openings to frame the name of the
original owner's father, "Joseph Nalle”, the year the Nalle family
acquired the property, "1885", and the year the theatre was completed,
"1915". To top the west facade a projecting cornice supports a sloping,
green-tiled parapet. Exterior alterations have been primarily at the
first level. 1In 1957-58 the ticket booth was removed, the entrance
doors were replaced with aluminum ones, the walls were covered with
tile, the canopy was enclosed in plaster, and a two-sided marquee

was added. The remainder of the west facade is intact.

The entrance-lobby was redesigned in the 1957-58 remodeling to serve

as a concession area. It does still contain the delicate classical
cornice of plaster along two walls. The inner-lobby fountain has also
disappeared, but the flanking opened stairways to the mezzanine remain
intact. The management office space, and lounges were placed at this
second level and are unchanged. Directly above, lit by the three

large windowed openings of the west facade, is a large area serving
now as a mechanical room. It originally was the reception room for the
entertainers.

The mezzanine also contains the entrances to the single balcony sloping
downward at a 30° pitch. The auditorium space itself is dominated by

a large proscenium arch spanning the breadth of the stage. Painted

(continued)
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above inamedallion, three women in classical dress lounge to the music
of a harp. The ancient theme is continued throughout the room with a
preponderance of classical references set in relief with a special
acoustical plaster. A splendid trio of cantilevering boxseats once
tiered down each of the auditorium's side walls. Unfortunately,they
were removed in a 1930 renovation, and the two semi-circular enclaves
of rich relief work that servedas their backdrop were enclosed. Large
silk panels do still hang along the walls, and multicolored frescoes
continue to grace the ceiling panels.

The 34 foot by 34 foot stage still utilizes its 58 foot grid and-.old
"hemp" system with 50 line capacity. An early, asbestos stage curtain,
still vividly enhanced with a pastoral scene by Tobin of St. Louis,
continues to unveil each live performance. The pipe organ was dis-
mantled for donation to a local church in the same 1930 renovation

plan that removed the box seats. That date was also the occasion

for replacing the wooden theatre seats, revamping the electrical

lighting system, and removing the ceiling fans in favor of air condition-
ing.

GPO 892 455




K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC X THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
Z1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Eberson, John R. Fugard,
1915 & George A. Knapp

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of Austin's several "opera houses" of the early twentieth
century, the Paramount Theatre played a crucial role in the development
of the theatre arts in the state's capitol city. Though modified,

it remains largely intact, and today stands as Austin's strongest
endeavor to mestablish a performing arts center. Over the years it

has been prized for its fine acoustics and richness of decor. And it
is one of the city's finest examples of the Neo-Classic Revival in
commercial architecture.

Completed at a cost of nearly $150,000, Austin entreprenuer Ernest Nalle
dedicated his new theatre to his father and former mayor of the city,
Joseph Nalle. On Octoberll, 1915, eight months after construction bids
were taken, the majestic theatre formally opened its doors. Conceived
by the noted theatre designer John Eberson, it was built to accomodate
various forms of live entertainment, such as vaudeville, musicals, and
legitimate theatre, as well as motion pictures.

The name was changed to the Paramount Theatre and remodeled in 1930,
about the same time the theatre was acquired by the immensely successful
showman Karl Hoblitzelle. The successful daily dichotomy of live and
animated entertainment did not change, however, nor did the quality of
entertainment diminish. Over the first forty years as an Austin
theatre, performances were given by Helen Hayes, Katherine Hepburn,
Orson Wells, Sara Bernhardt, the Barrymores, John Phillip Sousa, Anna

P avolva George M. Cohan, the Metropolitan Opera, and Mikail Mordkin
and His Russian Dance Troupe. But as motion pictures increased in
popularity, the live performances gradually decreased. By 1960, the
Paramount presented motion pictures almost exclusively.

Then in 1975, the lease was acquired from Interstate Theatres by Paramount
Theature for the Performing Arts, Inc., a group intent on reestablishing a

(continued)
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performing arts center in Austin. The new management has since brought
to the Paramount stage Dave Brubeck, the Houston Grand Opera, the
National Dance Company of Mexico, Peter Nero, the Michael Sokoloff
Dance Ensemble, and the production of two musical comedies, "Carnival"

and "West Side Story". 1In addition, classic films of the 1930's and
1940's are exhibited regularly.

GPO 892 455
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Paramount Theatre

Austin, Texas

Travis County

John Bernadoni March, 1976

Texas Historical Commission
Interior, View towards stage
from balcony # 5 o045
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Advisory Council on

Historic Preservation

1522 K Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005 May 1, 1978 )
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Mr. John E. Hansel

Special Assistant for the Environment
Economic Development Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Mr. Hansel:

On April 21, 1978, the Council received the plans and project  description
for the Paramont Theatre for the Performing Arts, Austin, Texas(EDA#08-11-
01927), and has also received adequate documentation that the State Historic
Preservation Officer has reviewed and approved said documentation.

In accordance with Section 800.4(d) of the Council's "Procedures for
the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties" (36 CFR Part 800),
EDA may proceed with the undertaking.

Thank you for your continued cooperation.
Myra F. Harrison
Assistant Director

Office of Review
and Compliance

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
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